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ILISAPECI TUIVALE

RIME Minister Si-
tiveni Rabuka has
had a very eventful
one month in office
and the changes being done
by the coalition government
are evident to Fiji citizens.
In an exclusive interview
with the Department of
Information, PM Rabuka
shared that since taking up
office, he has had to endure a
lot of criticism and backlash,
however, he has chosen to re-
main steadfast and positive
in his new role and not dwell
on the negatives.
One of the highlights of his
first month in office was the
first State visit to Kiribati.
Here, as the Head of Fijis
Government and as Pacific
Islands Forum (PIF) chair-
man, Prime Minister Rabuka
encouraged the Micronesian
State to come back into the
forum fold.
“There were some matters
that Kiribati did not agree
to, which resulted in them
withdrawing from the PIFs.
The Suva Agreement was en-
dorsed in 2022 by the leaders
of Micronesian states and
other Pacific Island leaders,
however, the President of
Kiribati had chosen not to
sign the agreement,” he ex-
plained.
“The intent of the trip was
to try to bring Kiribati back
to be part of the Pacific Is-
lands Forum before we hand

over the chairmanship to the
Cook Islands because those
matters had occurred under
Fiji's leadership of the Fo-
rum.”

The goal of the visit to Kiriba-
ti was met as the small island
state has agreed to rejoin the
Forum and will be invited to
be part of the Leaders Forum
before the Pacific Islands Fo-
rum meeting in March in the
Cook Islands.

Prime Minister Rabuka’s visit
to the island of Bau after be-
ing elected was another no-
table event as it served as an
homage to his traditional ties
to the island and to strength-
en the ties between the vanua
and the government.

“I had decided that before
I visit any other part of the
country, I must first make
amends with the people of
Bau, and to rekindle our ties
with the vanua. I was con-
tent with my work trip to
the North the week after
because I had first visited
Bau,” PM Rabuka said.

He also shared that it was
a government’s duty to
ensure that its citizens
are provided with the ne-
cessities that allows them
to feel free.

“When people feel cared
for by their government,
they will feel free and safe,
it will bring about unity,
love and togetherness. From
there, we will be able to see
progress in the economy, in
society, in various sectors

and in institutions.”
Furthermore, he said the
civil servants were now free
from the bounds of employ-
ment contracts and added
to that, the increase of the
retirement age from 55 years
to 60 years, which provides
greater job security.

The Prime

Minis-
ter  also
spoke on
the Back-
to-School
assistance §
provided for
students o
families that
earned
be-
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low $50,000 per annum.
Rabu-
ka shared that Fiji citizens

Prime  Minister
should see the changes tak-
ing place in a positive outset
and to remove the feeling of
fear, to keep and protect the
laws of the land, to enhance
the education of children,
to contribute to the

progress of Fiji, to
forgive others and
#4 to keep moving for-
) ward from the hurt

of the past.
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Dlgltal economy valuable:
Minister Kamikamica

From Left: Chief executive office for Fijian Competition & Consumer Commission, Minister for Finance and Strategic

Planning Biman Prasad,Professor Paresh Narayan from Monash University, Minister for External Trade, Coopera-
tive and SMEs and chief executive officer for Consumer Council of Fiji, Seema Shandil. Photo: Azaria Fareen
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N order to overcome
obstacles of the 21st
century and bet-
ter understand the
needs of Fiji, we need to
see things with a fresh per-
spective.
This was highlighted by
the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Minister for Trade,
Co-Operatives, SMEs and
Communications, Manoa
Kamikamica while speak-
ing at a panel discussion
on “New Approaches to
Economic Progress”
cently.
“It is imperative that we
make doing business easi-
er - we need to harmonise
and streamline processes
to remove bottlenecks,’
Minister Kamikamica said.
“This is one of my top pri-
orities and I am currently
working out ways to solve

re-

the issue of unnecessary
regulatory compliance and
administrative  require-
ments by approving agen-
cies,” he added.

Minister Kamikamica said
that the aim was to increase
Fiji’s trading volume by di-
versitying Fiji’s exports so
that it is spread across a
large number of products
and trading partners.

“In order to do this, it is
vital to build competitive
advantages and this is pos-
sible by redirecting incen-
tives and initiatives,” he
said.

“By spreading out sourc-
ing, production, and ship-
ping of goods and services
across economically and
geographically diverse na-
tions, the risk of a single
country shocking global
supply chains due to nat-
ural or political factors is
significantly lowered.”

“It is also important to
have risk management and
continuity plans in place
that involve the private
sector, in order to avoid
supply chain disruptions,”
he added.

Minister Kamikamica also
stated that a mechanism
worth exploring was mod-
ern and innovative trade
and economic cooperation
agreements that address
non-tariff barriers and
trade logistic issues that
exacerbate the cost of do-
ing business.

Deputy Prime Minister,
Minister for Finance and
Strategic Planning, Biman
Prasad, while highlight-
ing the importance of col-
laboration, dialogue and
consultation, said “our
ability to come together in
an open transparent envi-
ronment to be able to talk
about economic policies

and the economic agenda
for our country is vital”.
“This year, the Internation-
al Monetary Fund (IMF)
expects global growth to
slow to 2.7 per cent from
the three per cent recorded
in 2022, Minister Prasad
said.

“The World Bank has re-
vised its global growth
projection for 2023 down
to 1.7 per cent recently,
so the global economy for
2023 is not looking good.
The muted growth projec-
tion for 2023 reflects rising
interest rates and tighter fi-
nancial conditions as cen-
tral banks advise econo-
mies to attempt to tame
inflation”

“With the ongoing war in
Ukraine and an anticipat-
ed simultaneous slowdown
of economic growth in the
US, the EU and China this
year, the global slowdown
is expected to trickle down
to the domestic economy
with real GDP (gross do-
mestic product) growth of
six per cent expected this
year after a strong recovery
of 15.6 per cent last year,”
he added.

Minister Prasad adds that
for the year 2024 and 2025,
moderate growth of 3.8 per
cent and 2.4 per cent re-
spectively can be expected
and that the economy will
only return to pre-COVID
levels in 2024.
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Ties between the vanua
and Govt strengthened

ILISAPECI TUIVALE

HE Vanua o Bau
paid a courte-
sy call to Prime
Minister Sitiveni
Rabuka at the GCC Com-
plex in Nasese.
Led by the Vunivalu na Tui
Kaba, Ratu Epenisa Cako-
bau, the delegation’s visit
was deemed to strengthen
ties between the Govern-
ment and the vanua.
Prime Minister Rabuka,
in acknowledging the vis-

it, said that it was an added
boost of confidence to him
and the newly elected Cab-
inet Ministers.

The visit, he said, will also
strengthen the Govern-
ment’s calling to serve the
people of Fiji.

“I am not sure if this vis-
it is the first of its kind, if
it is, I thank you for com-
ing today. And if this is
not the first time for such
a visit, thank you for up-
holding this tradition and
I hope that this gesture

will continue for the future
governments that will be
elected to serve the coun-
try so that they know their
ties to the vanua”

“Things are now begin-
ning to clear up for us and
we have started to work on
things that are needed to
be done. Work that was in-
tended to be carried out in
the first 100 days of being
elected have begun,” PM
Rabuka stated.

Ratu Epenisa rendered the
vanua’s well wishes to PM

Rabuka on his role as the
Head of Government and
assured the Vanua o Bau’s
support for the newly
elected Government.
Present at the event was
Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Manoa Kamikamica,
Minister for iTaukei Af-
fairs Ifereimi Vasu and the
iTaukei Affairs Ministry’s
permanent secretary, Pita
Tagicakirewa.
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Young tailor perseveres with
Government Assistance
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Navneet Shivakaran, the proud owner of Navneet's Tailoring business in Labasa. Photo: Supplied

HE secret to suc-
cess is to start
from scratch
and for Navneet
Shivakaran, the proud
owner of Navneet’s Tailor-
ing business in Labasa, the
dictum rings true for him.
In 2020, Mr Shivakaran
attended a Mobile Skills
Training on sewing which
was organised by the Min-
istry of Youth and Sports.
The 24-year old lad from
Dreketi began his jour-
ney operating a tailoring
business of his own from
his residence in Malawai,
Dreketi where much of
his craftsmanship includes

sewing of wedding attires,
school uniforms, kids
wear, women’s and men’s
wear among many other
styles.

Navneet’s Tailoring began
to take a turning point as
it gained traction from the
public but he did not rest
on his laurels and sought
out the Youth Grant under
the Ministry.

The Dreketi lad was
handed over an industri-
al heavy duty sewing ma-
chine worth approximately
$3000 last October.

Like all of the Govern-
ment’s initiatives and pro-
grammes, the assistance

has a monitoring mecha-
nism.

Upon careful monitoring
conducted by the Minis-
try, an increase was noted
in the number of customer
orders.

On a weekly average, Mr
Shivakaran generates an
income of $295- $465 and
was able to tailor at least
three blouses, three wed-
ding lahenga’s, three school
uniforms, five shirts and
five bula dresses per week.
The Minister for Youth
and Sports, Jese Sauku-
ru, during his official vis-
it to the Northern Divi-
sion earlier recently, said
that appropriate guidance
and training was vital for
young people to make
knowledgeable decisions,
avoid crime and use their
abilities and potential for a
sustainable livelihood and
success.

He said that the Govern-
ment wanted to unearth
and develop the best in
the youth, empowering
them to become agents of
change, development and
sustainable livelihood in
communities.

(Source: Ministry of Youth
and Sports)
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President commends

human

AZARIA FAREEN

he Pacific Na-
tional Societies
(PNS) play a
significant  role
in contributing to matters
of humanitarian diploma-
cy, humanitarian action as
well as enhancing human
development through its
programmes.
This was relayed by the
President, Ratu Wiliame
Katonivere during a din-
ner event post the Pacific
Leaders Meeting.
“This celebration tonight
also marks an important
journey for the Fiji Red
Cross as it embarks on
their 50 years anniversary
since 1973 when Geneva
officially recognised Fiji as
a National Society,” Presi-
dent Katonivere said.
“We have shared struggles
as National Societies in ad-
dressing natural hazards
and national conflicts as a
region. Additionally, PNS
plays a significant role in
contributing to matters of
humanitarian diplomacy,
humanitarian action as
well as enhancing human
development through its
programmes.”
“In the last 50 years, the
Red Cross has been synon-
ymous with hope, human-
itarian relief, support and
assistance to the disadvan-

taged and vulnerable,” he
added.

itarian efforts

President Ratu Wiliame Katonivere with First Lady Filomena Katonivere and staff of Fiji Red Cross at the event.

The Fiji Red Cross Society
through its auxiliary role
to Fiji in the humanitari-
an domain, reaches out to
all Fiji citizens in times of
emergency and disaster.
President Katonivere
commended the organisa-
tion and stated that even
during peaceful times, the
Red Cross was continu-
ously working, providing
First Aid training and Wa-
ter Safety classes for the
communities.

“The Red Cross since be-
ing a branch of British
Red Cross in the early
50’s to becoming the Fiji
Red Cross, with only four
branches and 60 volun-
teers to now, 16 branches
stretching over all divisions
across our 333 Islands and

close to 800 volunteers, has
indeed come a long way -
congratulations to you all
and those who paved the
way before you for this
great achievement.

“I have fond memories of
the Red Cross being first
respondents to Vanua
Levu, the other big island
across the seas and my
island home, in the af-
termath of TC Winston,
a category 5 cyclone that
devastated our beloved na-
tion,” President Katonivere
added.

He said that Fijians re-
ceived humanitarian sup-
port and relief in forms
of blankets, tarpaulins,
kitchen sets, jerry cans and
clothing to name a few.
“During such times, there

Photo: Felix Lesinaivalu

was a sense of loss and
devastation of ordinary
Fijians losing their belong-
ings and such genuine and
profound relief from Fiji
Red Cross was a welcome
gesture and still has lasting
impacts in the communi-
ties and settlements.”

“I wish to acknowledge
the many volunteers who
remain true to the call to
serve, personifying the
Red Cross humanitarian-
ism and the spirit of always
being there, when the need
arises,” he added.
President Katonivere also
acknowledged the gener-
al public in ensuring that
their continuous contri-
butions effectively support
communities in the years
to come.
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We are a family: PM tells PIF

ILISAPECI TUIVALE

“WE are a village; we are
a family. Whether we can
follow the language and
the dialects or not, our
spirits communicate.”
These were the sentiments
of the Pacific Islands Fo-
rum (PIF) chairman, Fijis
Prime Minister Sitiveni
Rabuka, while being wel-
comed at the PIF Secretar-
iat in Suva.

Prime Minister Rabuka
was accorded a Pasifika
style traditional welcome
ceremony performed by
the Api Tonga Community
in Fiji.

In formally welcoming the
chair, PIF Secretary-Gen-

eral, Henry Puna assured
him that the Secretariat
stands ready to work with
him and the Government
of Fiji.

“We have every confi-
dence that with solidarity
and resolve, you will lead
us to the realisation of our
collective aspirations as
people of the Blue Pacific.
Given that Fiji is the home
of the Pacific Islands Fo-
rum Secretariat, the affairs
of the people in Govern-
ment of Fiji, are close to
the hearts of many of our
Secretariat staff and fami-
lies”

“Your leadership comes
at the most crucial time.
From the podium of the

./ \-5' i_'-_ !

Pacific Islands Forum, we
will look to you to lead us
on the 2050 Strategy for
the Blue Pacific, to bridge
and heal our family rela-
tions and to transition us
into the leadership of the
Cook Islands as the in-
coming PIFs chair;” Mr
Puna said.

Prime Minister Rabuka
acknowledged the wel-
come ceremony accorded
to him and expressed his
gratitude for the congrat-
ulatory remarks conveyed
to him from the respective
heads of governments in
the Pacific.

“I can only reciprocate the
honour by serving the Pa-
cific Islands Forum in the

remaining term, and con-
tinue as a member after
I, as Prime Minister hand
over to my successor.’
He attributed the contri-
bution of past leaders to
the Forum and called on
heads of governments in
the Pacific to come togeth-
er and move forward in
unity.
“I am looking forward to
contributing to develop-
ing the Forum. I promise,
that the Government I lead
while I am chair and even
after I'm chair will be com-
mitted to our collective
goals, collective mission
and our one vision for a
great, united Pacific re-
gion,” PM Rabuka stated.

4]

Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) chairman, Fiji's Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka, while being welcomed at the PIF Secretariat in Suva. Photo: llisapeci Tuivale
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Fiji-India deepen ties at the
12th World Hindi Conference

AZARIA FAREEN
ver 1,400
participants

composed of

academics,
teachers and members
of the Hindu communi-
ty from thirty-one coun-
tries converged at the 12th
World Hindi Conference
in Nadi recently.
The theme of this years’
conference was “Hin-
di-Traditional Knowledge
to Artificial Intelligence”
which focused on the im-
portance of preserving
culture and language to
adapt to the realities of the
21st Century.
In welcoming the Minis-
ter for External Affairs of
India — Dr Subramaniam
Jaishankar, the President
Ratu Wiliame Katonivere
said that a relationship
forged years ago, today,
will further broaden the
Fiji-India relationship.
“Our relationship can be
traced back to our shared
colonial heritage. As a re-
sult of evolving colonial
policies on economic de-
velopment between 1879
and 1916, around 60,000
Indians were brought to
Fiji, under the indenture
system to work on sugar-
cane plantations,” Presi-
dent Katonivere highlight-
ed.
“With the abolition of the

indenture system in 1920,
some have chosen to re-
main in Fiji, whilst others
returned to India. Those
that have stayed in Fiji
now call Fiji their home,
and have contributed im-
mensely towards the so-
cio-economic  develop-
ment of modern Fiji”

“Our cultural diversity
has presented us with the
privilege to hear and learn
many languages spoken in
Fiji, experience fascinat-
ing festivals and religious
events throughout the
year, listen to a variety of
music, enjoy different culi-
nary experiences, and wit-
ness unique cultural rites
of passage accorded by
different ethnic communi-

ties that make-up Fiji,” the
Head of State added.
President Katonivere adds
that with Hindi being one
of the top five most spoken
languages in the world, the
efforts by the Government
of India for the promotion
of Hindi at an internation-
al level, and to get Hindi
recognised as an official
UN language - was com-
mendable.

In acknowledging the tra-
ditional welcome ceremo-
ny, Dr Jaishankar thanked
the Fiji Government for
a great partnership and
support, noting that this
was an opportunity for
everyone to promote the
long-standing  relation-
ship.
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“Many such languages
and traditions which were
suppressed during the co-
lonial era are again raising
their voice on the global
stage. In such a situation, it
is necessary that the world
should know about all cul-
tures and societies.”

“The era when we equated
progress and modernity
with westernisation is be-
hind us,” Minister Jaishan-
kar added.

The opening of the confer-
ence was followed by the
release of a postal stamp
and the launch of six books
by Dr Jaishankar and Pres-
ident Katonivere.

His Excellency The President Katu Wiliame Katonivere with the Minister for External Affairs of India, Dr Subramani-
am Jaishankar at the opening of the 12th World Hindi Conference in Nadi. Photo: Azaria Fareen
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Investments: President
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The President Ratu Wiliame Katonivere with children at Early Childhood Development. Photo: Mereani Gonedua

AZARIA FAREEN

High-level ~Government
participation from fifteen
Island countries and re-
gions was acknowledged
by His Excellency, the
President Ratu Wiliame
Katonivere as he closed the
2023 Pacific Early Child-
hood Development (ECD)
Forum recently.

“I am pleased to learn that
this forum recognizes that
early childhood develop-
ment is a pivotal corner-
stone of resilience-building
for our region, specifically
linking programmes and
services for young children
and families that influence
relief and response to cli-
mate change and emergen-
cies,” President Katonivere
highlighted.

“ECD is a crucial period

for cognitive, social, emo-
tional and physical devel-
opment that begins be-
fore the birth of the child
and transcends into early
childhood, which some
scientific sources proclaim
to be until the age of eight
years old”

“I congratulate you for the
important agreements and
resolutions you have made
in service for the holistic
development of the chil-
dren of our Blue Pacific,”
he said to the participants.
His Excellency commend-
ed the Pacific Regional
Council for (ECD) and
UNICEF as its Secretariat
for the success of the 3-day
forum with the support of
the Government of New
Zealand and regional part-
ners.

President Katonivere said

that the 2050 Blue Pacific
Strategy emphasises com-
mitment and working in
partnership with the aim
of advancing Pacific re-
gionalism.

“The People-centered de-
velopment that ECD en-
courages is at the core of
the Blue Pacific narrative
and is an important prin-
ciple of Fiji’s development
agenda,” he said.

“Children across the re-
gion have shared what they
love about their Pacific Is-
land homes and the onus
is on us, their leaders, to
value their sentiments and
wield power gracefully to
ensure that they continue
to be nurtured, grow and
experience their respective
homes without fear”

“Our young children are
vital to climate change

mitigation and adaptation
as they are the future,” he
stressed.

His Excellency said that
educational and opera-
tional programmes set in
place becomes a prerequi-
site for instilling the values
and habits of environmen-
tal stewardship.

“To develop children and
parents’ capacities to be
agents of change is to in-
crease the adaptive capac-
ity of children and their
communities,” he high-
lighted.

The ECD Forum is a cru-
cial platform as it engages
multi-sectoral collabora-
tion focused on the imple-
mentation of legislation,
policies and programmes
that is invested in a climate
resilient future.
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Cigomi na veisiko mai na Commander ni US Indo-Pacific Command
Era veivakadeitaki mai vua na Matanitu Cokovata ni Lewenivanua se Peoples Coalition Government na Commander ni
Mataivalu ni Amerika ena US Indo-Pacific, Admiral John C. Aquilino.
Oqgo ena nodra sotava na liuliu ni matanitu, Paraiminisita Sitiveni Rabuka. Era salavata yani ena veisiko oqo na mata ni
matanitu for Amerika vei Viti. Sa tuvaka rau kina me vukei Viti o Amerika.

| | SE—

A matanitu ena sega ni
vakayacora edua na ka me
vakadredretaka na nodra
vakayacora na nodra itavi
na leweni ni mataivalu ena noda vanua.
Oqori na vosa ni veivakadeitaki ni
matanitu mai vua na liuliu, Paraiminisi-
ta Sitiveni Rabuka me baleta na nodra a
sikovi koya yani na Komada ni Mataiva-

lu ena noda vanua, Jone Kalouniwai.
“Vinakata meu na mai vakadeitaka vua
ni keitou saga tiko ena loma ni matanitu
me keitou na vakamuria tiko na lawa ena
veiveisau kece ena vakayacori me kakua
ni nanuma ni dua na vanua keitou na
takoso kina Keitou na vakalekaleka taka
kina na veigaunisala eso, kaya ko Parai-
minisita Rabuka.

“Au tukuna vua ni oau talega au na tu
ena tutu oqori.

“Au vinakata talega mo dou vakacegu
tiko mo dou tiko ena nomudou itavi
levu kakua ni keitou vakaogaoga taki
kemudou yani enaveiva e dodonu me
keitou qarava ga okeitou vakaikeitou
ena loma ni matanitu”
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Na cava na Constitutional

Office Commission
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AZARIA FAREEN

a constitution-
al office com-
mission edua
na gacagaca
ni constitution. Oqori na
vakamacala I Paraiminisi-
ta Sitiveni Rabuka.
“Na commission oqo koya
edau digitaki ira ka tau-
ra na itutu ka ra okati ena
loma ni constition. Eso na
ituvatuva se na tutu vaka-
matanitu
“E lewai tiko mai na con-
stitution ka sa tiko kina
na constitution me vaka
na Comissioner of Police,
Commissioner of Correc-
tions, Commander RFME’

y

i.d

kaya ko Paraiminisita Siti-
veni Rabuka.

Vakaraitaka ko Paraimi-
nisita Rabuka ni na sega
ni yacovi ira na turaga ni
lewa na veitutu oya e vaka-
turi mai na constitutional
offices commission.

“Ka qai vakau caka na
vakatutu vua na Turaga
na Peresitedi. Ka sa qai lai
veidigitaki vaka Peresitedi
ka soli veira na kaukauwa
mera vakayacora nodra I
tavi,” kuria ko Paraiminis-
ita Rabuka.

“Ovya na veika e baleta na
constitutional office com-
mission.

Kuria ko Paraiminisita Ra-
buka ni “sa bose tiko mai

F .
vakavica ka vica vei ran a
ka veitalanoa taki oya na
veibeitaki e lako mai me
baleta na Supervisor of
Elections”.

“Ni lako mai na veibeita-
ki esega ni turaga ni lewa
na commission, Kkeitou
sega ni rawa ni turaga ni
lewa taka. Keitou na raica
e nanumi ni tiko eso na
din aka vinakati me vaka-
dikevi vakamatailalai ena
veibetaki e lako mai”,
“Keitou na vakatura vua
na Turaga na Peresitedi
me tu vakatikitiki mada ko
koya e taura tu na tutu oya
me rawa ni dabe edua na
kena mataveivaqaqai, dua
na tribunal me vakaqaqa.

“Kevaka etiko dina na cala
era beitaki kina san a qai
rawa ni vakatauca na tri-
bunal oya na nodra vaka-
tutu me tu vakawawa me
sa vakacegui’.

Kuria ko Paraiminisita
Rabuka ni oya na vanua sa
yaco toka kina me baleta
na SOE. “Sa vakadonuia na
COC me tu vakatikitiki”
“Me digitaki edua na kena
tribunal se mataveivaqa-
qai. Ka me vakaqaqai koya
ka san a qai tukutuku tale
mai na tribunal me na qai
matata kina se cava ena
yaco vua na SOE me yaco-
va na siga ni mataka”
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Vakayagataka vakavinaka
na Veisau ni Matanitu

A vakaraitaka na
liuliu ni matanitu
ni dodonu meda
vakayagataka vina-
ka na veisau ni matanitu
me vukea na noda bula
vinaka ka tarai cake kina
na bula marau, bula galala
ka dau dredre me vakilai
ena matanitu e liu
Tukuna ko Paraiminisi-
ta Sitiveni Rabuka “meda
vakayagataka sara vaka-
levu na ka eda rawa ni kaya
ni veisau”.
“Veisau kina cava”.
“Kevaka eda veisau mai
na rere, yalo marau kei na
bula galala”

“Meda cakacaka vakau-
kauwa”.

Kuria ko Paraiminisita Si-
tiveni Rabuka ni dodonu
“mera qaravi ira vakavina-
ka na lewe ni noqu mat-
avuvale”.

“Me da kakua ni da lai
vakayagata meda caka-
va kina eso na veika ena
vakadredretaka na noda
bula. Meda maroroya sara
vakavinaka na lawa ni
noda vanua’.

“Eda na marau tiko kina.
Qaravi sara vakavinaka na
nodra vuli na gone. Sa ve-
itokoni taki vakayani oqo
na colacola ni vuli main a

matanitu kei na tubutubu.
Vata kei ira na wekada ena
veikorokoro eda vakaitiko-
tiko kina.

Kuria ko Paraiminisita Ra-
buka veika baleta na lotu.
“Meda qarava vakavinaka
na noda Kalou. Na Kalou
ga e kauta main a Vinaka
Na vinaka e tug a vua na
Kalou Baleta ko keda eda
sa cala oti. Sa cudruvi tu
kina na vuravura eda tiko
kina 0qo”.

“O keda ga eda qai rawa
ni da vakavinaka tikoga na
noda veimaliwai vatakei
na Kalou. Ena mai vinaka
kina na noda tiko. Kautani

kina eso na bibi ni cudru
esa tau oti tu baleti keda
mai vua na Kalou. Eda
rawa nida veivosoti okeda
talega meda dauveivosoti
nida matacataki ira tu eliu
eda nanuma nira a sega tu
ni liutaki keda vakavinaka”
Kuria ko koya ni kaya
“au nuitaka ni rawa ni da
vakayagataka na veisau
oqo meda tubu kece kina,
tubu yadua tubu kina na
noda vanua, tubu kina na
vinaka. Ka me vakacere-
cerei kina na Kalou”.
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SIKOVI NA VEIVAKATOROCA-
KETAKI NI WAI E VIRIA.

vakacaucautaka
na cakacaka ni
veivakatorocake
taki ka qaravi

tiko mai Viria me baketa
na wain a Minisita ni Cak-
acaka o Ro Filipe Tuisawau
ni oti na nodra veisiko e na
mua ni vula sa oti.

“Au marautaka sara vaka-
levu na veika sa vakayacori
tiko sega wale e Viria , e
Waila tale ga kei na pamu
ni wai e Sawani.”

“Na veivakatorocaketaki
qo e dua na cakaca bibi ni
namaki me na vakaseavu
taka yani na leqaleqa ni
wai ka dau sotavi wasoma
e na veivanau vaka Suva,
Nausori kei Lami,” e kaya
na Minisita.

Namaki tiko me san a dola
e na vula ko Jiune na vaka-
so ni wai mai Viria ka ra
vakavinavinaka taka tale
ga na Minista na veivuke

vakailavo ka dodoliga mai
kina na Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB), Green
Climate Fund (GCF), kei
na European Investment

Bank (EIB).

‘E na gauna sara ga qo e
sa vakadaveri tiko e Waila
e vica na misini ni livali-
va (generators) me na dau
veivuke e na gauna e book
kina na livaliva ka me na
rawa ni vakadrodroi tiko
ga na wai kei vei ira na
lewe ni vanua.”

Tomana na Minista ka
kaya ni dua tale ga na bole-
bole levu e tiko e na kedra
sa gase saran a vei paipo
lelevu T’a e sa tiko na itu-
vatuva e na kedra veisau se
vakavinakataki ka sa caka-
cakataka tiko na Tabana ni
Wai.

“Au via vakavinavinakata-
ka tale ga na itavi levu e ra-
tou qarava main a matanitu
sa oti ka keitou na tomana
ka vakavinakataka cake na
matanitu sa cici tiko nikua.
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VUKEI E 11 NA VUVALE E TOGORU.

B

sega ni vakasu-
ka na matanitu
e na kena rogoci
na nodratou ker-
ekere e tini kadua na vu-
vale e na tikotiko vagalala
e Togoru ka vakarautaki
kina na yaya me sotava na
leqa ni wai e na tikotiko.
Na veivatorovaketaki ni
wai e Togoru e na vuke sara
vakalevu na kena laveti na
itagede ni bula ka namaki
ni na vukei ira sara vaka-
levu na marama, na gone,
o ira na itaba qase kei ira
na bolei tu nodra bula.

E lai soli vakamatanitu na
veivakatorocaketaki ni wai
na Minisita ni Veivakato-
rocaketaki e na Taduku
ni Veikoro Lelevu o Saisi
Ditoka kaya ni dua na tiki
bibi ni bula e na veisiga na
wai.

“Na wai e da bula kina e
na veisiga ka sa ka bibi na
kena tiko e na noda veiva-
le kei na veitikotiko kece
sara.”

“Sa ka bibi kina na kena
tiko na wai savasava ni tiki
tiko ni sasaga ni matanitu
e na kena vakadrodroi yani

wai savasava ki vei keda na
lewei Viti yadudua kece
sara,” e kaya na Minisita.

“E na rairai lailai beka na
kena isau vakailavo i’a au
vakabauta ni na yaga sara
vakalevu ki vei kemudiu
na lewe I tikotiko e Togu-
ru na veivuke sa dodoliga
yani kina qo na matanitu.”
Vakaraitaka na Mata ni
Tikotiko o Theresa Jac-
queline Wise ni sa ra lako
yauyau na itabagone e na
nodra sa vakasaqara yani
na veivanua e tiko kina na
wai vinaka kei na livalai ka

dua tale ga na ka e bolei ira
vakalevu sai koya na re-
vurevu ni draki veisau.
Veivakadeitaki kina na
turaga Minisota ni na sega
ni guce na matanitu vou
qo e na kena vakasaqari na
iwali ni nodra leqa.

“Au via vakadeitaka vei
kemudou ni keitou na cak-
acaka vata kei kemudou e
na kena sotavi nanomudou
gagadre e so doua laveta
cake mai nikua.
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Tukutuku vakarautaki mai vua na Paraiminisita Sitiveni
Ligamamada Rabuka ena nodra veitalanoa kei na Tabana
ni Tukutuku ena porokaramu na Voqga ni Davui. Toka era
eso na mala ni vosa na nanumi me rawa ni vakasevui yani
me rawa wilika na lewenivanua.

1. Veikidavaki vei ira
na lewenivanua
PM Rabuka : Vinaka Vaka-

levu na turaga na marama
, ha Turaga kei na Marama
Bale ena vanua vakatura-
ga ko Kubuna kei na kena
sasavu, Vanua Vakaturaga
ko Burebasaga kei na kena
sasavu kei na matanitu vei-
wekani na Tovata kei keda
kede na veitaba tamata eda
sa vakatoka tu ne vanua oqo
meda lewena vakatautauva-
ta sa leweni vanua ko Viti.
Vakavinaka tiko ena loloma
ni Kalou vei Keda.

Nuitaka ni na vakadewataki
yani eso na itukutuku koni
dau loma tarotaro taka tu
vakalewenivanua

2. Vakamacala
toso vou oqo

PM Rabuka: Vinaka Vaka-
levu oni sa na rogoca tiko
mai na turaga kei na mara-
ma kemuni na cauravou kei
na goneyalewa kei kemuni
ragone na veika sa vakay-
acori tiko ena itosotoso ni
matanitu oqo

Eso naka ena sega ni wara-
ka na dabe ni Bose Lawa.
Eso naka baleta na matanitu
ena sega ni waraka na Bose
Lawa me dabe kina me qai
veisautaki kina na lawa. E
sana vakayacori tiko. Oqori
edua na mala ni vosa nodra
na liuliu ni matanitu, Parai-
minisita Vorege Bainimara-
ma.

Na veika ena vinakati me
veisautaka ena loma ni lawa
ena rawa ga ni gai veisauta-
ki ena vale ni Bose Lawa.

3. Vakamacala mada
ena kena sa tarovi na
nodra konitarakitaki na

ena

leweni vakalesilesi vaka-
matankitu

PM Rabuka: Oni na kila ni
sa soli yani na itukutuku me
baleta ni sa sega nira vau-
ci ena vola ni veidinadinati
vakacakacaka sena na con-
tract ko ira era cakacaka tu
vaka matanitu sa na vakay-
acori tiko. Na veika vakala-
wa ena gai rawa ga ni veis-
autaki ena vale ni boselawa.
Era sa sereki mai kina ka
sa veisautaki talega kina na
yabaki ni bula ni cakacaka.
Sa sega ni 55 ka sa 60 sa
ga vulu me rawa ni balavu
tiko kina na cakacaka ka
sa yacova talega kina na
gauna sa kila ni sa matua
kina vakavinaka nona kila
na cakacaka ka sana mau-
mau kevaka esa biu cakaca-
ka ena gauna oya.

Ka sa toso kina oya me sa
60 ia ena 60 talega ese rawa
talega ni ra kerekere tale
me toso. la na kena yalani
vakaituvatuva ena biu toka
ena 60.

Vakatalekina ena 55, ke
vaka edua esa nanuma ni
sa matua tu na nona FNPF
nanuma me sa vakacegu
ena 55 sa rawa talega ni
vakacegu ena 55. Na 55 kei
na 60 ena vakatau ena kere-
kere ia na 60 ena gauna oqo
na gauna ena laki cava kina
na nodra cakacaka na tama-
ta era curu mera veigaravi
vakamatanitu.

Sa yaco kina eso na veive-
isau ka sa vakavinavinataki
kina vakalevu na nodra ve-
itokoni mera cakacaka vata
na veitabana vakamatanitu.
4. Vakamacala ni
Veivuke ni Matanitu ena

Vuli ni 2023

PM Rabuka: Vakabibi ena
gauna oqo ena tabana ni
vuli. Kila ni sa tomani na
veivuke vei ira na tubutubu
baleta na tekivu na vuli.

Oya e sega ni oira na kece
na tubutubu oya, ia oira ga
na tubutubu ena veivuvale
ka sega ni yacova na 50,000
na nodra rawaka cokovata
ni dua na matavuvale. Ker
au veiwatini na nodrau joint
income. Kevaka nodrau ila-
vo vakaveiwatini sega ni ya-
cova oya io soli na veivuke.
Sa raica oti na tabana ni vuli
na tabana oya sa vakaoti na
fomu sa vakaleweni talega.
Sa raica oti talega na tabana
ni ilavo na vanua me na kau
mai kina.

5. Veivuke ni Matani-
tu ena Univesiti ni Ceva ni
Pasivika

PM Rabuka : Sa na saumi
na 10 na milioni maina in a
70 na milioni ka sa dinau taki
tu ena univesiti baleta na di-
nau ni matanitu ena nona
cau ena member countries
ena pasivika baleta na cici-
vaki ni vanua oya.

Na veika eso ena vanua oya
esa toso vinaka tiko.

6. Vakalelewa vua na
veigaravi ni matanotu

PM Rabuka: Levu tiko era
vosa ni veivakacacani tiko-
ga. Oya meda cigoma. Tiko
eke na matanitu sa oti ea
lako tale tikoga na veivaka-
cacani. So talega vei keda
na tu e loma ena gauna oqo
eda a vosa vakacacani ira
tu.

Sa da mai toka eke meda
namaka tikoga ni na lako
tikoga na veivakacacani oya

na kakase se cava soti. Ka
sa dodonu meda yalo matua
cake.

Ka kakua soti ni kauwai
vakalevu ni ra vakavanai
keda toka mai ko ira era toka
mai ena taudaku ni vanua
eda toka mai kina. Dua na
gase mai nakoro dau tukuna
sa vua ga na niu qai laudiri.
Kevaka eda sega ni vua tiko
eda sega ni diriki eda wele.
7. Visiko ena Yanuy-
anu vakaturaga e Bau

PM Rabuka: Nitaroga talega
mai na lako | Bau. Na gade
| Bau ya na noqu veikekani
ga kei na Turaga mai Bai
na veiwekani ga ni noqu
vanua. Vanua ko Navatu kei
Bau, rau veitauvutaki vina-
ka saran a vanua oqo. Kau
nanuma ni sab era talega
ni wavoki ena veivanua ena
veiyasai Viti me liu mada |
Bau me keirau lai sema
tale mada kei na turaga mai
mataiweilagi, Ratu Epenisa
keiratou na mataveiwekani
ratou toka Bau.

8. Visiko e Vanua Levu
PM Rabuka: Oji ya au sa qai
lako kina noqu qai lako tiko
| Vanua Levu ena imatai ni
macawa au sa lako tiko ena
vakacegu niu kila niusa lesu
oti mai Bau.

De nanumi ni ya sa lai lako
sara ikeya sega ni nanumi
keitou mai. lo sa rawa oya.
la au lako | Vanua Levu meu
lai dolava na neitou hall mai
Nakoro dola toka na ikatolu
ni Siga.

Oji ya sa qai gole edua na
ikawakawa mai Vaturova,
yasana voleka yani veiratou
mai Macuata. Naiyarabale
na vanua etiko kina na ik-
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awakawa oya.

Ena gauna ni campaign au
raica ni sa caka oji tu au taro
sara se sa dola tu. Sa qai
tukuni mai ni sabera. Au sa
gai kaya sara ni keitou san a
gai mai dolava.

la ena gauna au mai dola-
va kina au vakavinavinakat-
aki ratou na matanitu ratou
cakava. Matanitu nei Parai-
minisita Bainimarama eratou
cakava vakavinaka.

De ratou sega walega ni
nanuma meratou kotiva
rawa na reveni de ratou
sega beka ni nanuma ni ra-
tou na mai druka ena veidigi-
digi meratou qai taleva lesu
la au mani lai cakava, nodra-
tou peresitedi ni soqosoqo e
tiko mai Wailevu laic aka na
vakavinavinaka vua, oratou
mai savusavu ni baleta ni
veivolekati saran a neitou
cakacaka vata ni veitokoni,
ratou mai Naweni baleta
na vunivola ni soqosoqo e
Vanua Levu koya nona koro
o Naweni. Keitou lai kele
kina niu gole tiko e Nakoro.
9. Visiko ki Kiribati
PM Rabuka : Au vakabau-
ta ni du aka vinaka sara ni
keitou lako. Au vakabauta
ni sega tale ni dua na Para-
iminisita ena Pasivika ena
rawa ni vakatokai ira na kai
Kilivati mera kai vata. Keitoi
mai Cakudrove keitou sa
kaivata tuoqo kei ira na
Banaban sera toka voli mai
Rabi. Edua talega na qgele
levu era sa voli tu ai Wailevu
mai Navatu voleka ena Na-
korovatu mai Wailevu West.
Na koronivuli ena wailevu
district school na koronivu-
li ea qasenivuli tiko kina na
tamaqu ena gauna au se
gonevuli tikokina mai Mata-
vatucou.

Sa bera ni dua n aka ese
caka tiko ena gele oqo. E
nanumi nira na vakayagata-
ka me vanua ni nodra teitei
me vaku lesu na kakana ki
Kiribaiji.

la noqu lako e Kiribati oqo
edua na veimaliwai dredre

ea basika ena loma ni Pacif-
ic Island Forum mani vaka-
vuna na nodra sega ni via
ravi mera mai vakaitavi na
Micronesian islands. Mani
dua kina na veidinadinati,
ka yacana na Suva Agree-
ment ka ra mai vakadonuia
na liuliu ni veimatanitu oya
mai Micronesia vatakei na
vo ni veimatanitu ena Pasiv-
ika ena Pacific Island forum
ia ka sega toka ni saini ena
veidinadinati oya na turaga
Peresitedi mai Kiribati. A mai
toka kina e tuba ka sa tukuna
sara me vakacegu withdraw
maicna soqosoqo vaka Pa-
cific island forum countries.
Noqu lako oya au vinakata
meu laki semati ira tale mai,
baleta na gauna oqo e Jea-
meni tiko ni Pacific Island
Forum ko Viti. Esa na vei-
sau ena vula mai muri ena
gauna en asana caka kina
na Pacific island forum main
a Cook Island ka san a soli
talega vei Cook islands na
jeameni ni forum.

Ena gauna oqo ni sabera
koya ni se yaco tiko na lega
0go ena gauna ni veiliutaki
nei Viti ka veitokoni talega
ko Viti ena so n aka ka sega
ni donu vei ira, ka sa dodo-
nu talega me lako na Para-
iminisita kei Viti ikeya. Saga
tiko mai ko Paraiminisita
Bainimarama ka mani sega
ni rawata. Sa gauna vinaka
saraga oqo meu saga tale
me kakua ni o Bainimarama
sobo au sa biuti ratou tu oya
e tuba au sega ni kauti ira
mai loma ni vale.

E vaka tale kina oratou main
a Kiribati ka ratou na kay
sega keitou sega ni via cak-
acaka vata kei koya baleta
ni a sega ni via rogoca na
neitou tagi ena gauna oya.
Niu sa lako yani oqo sa
dua na Paraiminisita vou
sa lako tiko yani. Sa gauna
vinaka meratou kauta mai
nodra ririko kei na kauwai.
Sa manu vakadonui mesa
na lesu tale mai o Kiribati
ena PIF ka ratou na sure-
ti ena Leaders forum ka na

vakarau mai caka nib era na
PIF ena vula ko Maji.

10. Veiqaravi ni
matanitu veira na le-
wenivanua

PM Rabuka: Na matani-

tu esa sega ni dua naka e
cakava me kauti lesu maina
veilomani. Na ka walega
e cakava na matanitu oya
me vakayacora na veika
mera na marau kina na le-
wenivanua mera na vakila
kina nira sa galala dina.

Ni sa tiko na nodra vakila
na bula galala, sa sega ni
dua n aka era ririko taka. Sa
sega ni ra qai veiraiyaki tiko
mera kila se ko cei e naki ca
taki ira tiko. Na bula vinaka
na bula veimaliwai vinaka,
na bula galala san a qai
yavalati ira, vakayadrati ira
mera cakacaka vakaguma-
tua ena qgai tubu na rawa-
ka vakayadudua tubu na
raw aka vakakoro, tubu na
rawaka vakaitikotiko vaka-
tabacakacaka ena qai yav-
alata ka vakatubura cake
na bula vakaiyau vakailavo
ni noda vanua mera raica
na lewenivanua nira sa tiko
vinaka tiko.

Au vakabauta ni sega ni
lewelevu ena gauna o0qo
era na nanuma na nodra
vakatikori na Turaga Bale
na Vunivalu ka tubera kina
edua na kamunaga na tura-
ga mai Nasogolaca sa bale
ko Ratu Sir Edward Cako-
bau ka tataunaki Viti kina ka
tataunaka na vanua na tura-
ga na itaukei Naisogolaca ka
vakaraitaka toka kina vakao-
go ni san a oti na nomuni
bula ena vuravura oqo oti
san a gole yani ena nomuni
lakolako

mo ni tauca nomuni vatu ni
balawa ka na tarogi kemuni
main a Marama mai Daveta-
levu era sa vakaevei toka na
noda. O ni gai kaya ne era
sa toka vinaka toka. Oya ga
n aka ena saga na matani-
tu. Oira na dau veiliutaki ena
matanitu ni oti nodra veiliuta-
ki eda rawa ni tukuna era sa
toka vinaka toka na noda.

1. Bose Yaco kei na
Bose Lawa

PM Rabuka: Ena siga tusiti
mai 0oqo ena ika 31 ena caka
kina na bose yaco. Na bose
yaco oya ena vakaoti kina na
tuvatuva ni veilawa eso ena
vinakati me se na veilawa
vakaturi eso se na bills ka
na kau kina na loma ni bose
lawa ena yabaki ogo. Ni ra
sa laki tuvani era vakatokai
tu na Legislative program.
Na legislative program edau
gadrevi me kacivaka na li-
uliu ni matanitu ena gauna
e dolava kina na bose lawa.
Ena kau veikoya ena qai
wilika main a gone turaga
na Peresitedi meda rawa ni
kila ena loma ni yabaki vaka
Bose lawa 0qo. Ena kau mai
kina na veilawa oqo me rawa
kina na veika oqo.

Oya na vakadeitaki ena 31
January ena siga Tusiti ena
gai dola tiko na bose lawa
ena kena siga vakaraubula
ena macawa lako mai.

Ena dau dola na boselawa
ena siga vakaraubuka ka
dau solia na macawa tarava
mera laki vakavakarau mai
kina na lewenibose.
Vakarautalega kina na veik-
abani era rogoca na veika e
kacivaki era gai tukuna mai
vei ira na nodra mata ena
nodra ministries o keimami
vakavinavinakata na tikina
ogqo Gauna e caka kina na
veivosaki ni tukuna ni kei-
mami marautaka, keimami
ririko ena tabana oqo.

Ena qai caka na veivosaki
oya sa veivosakitaki sara tik-
oga na veika ena vakayacori
ena bose lawa ena loma ni
yabaki ogo ka bibi kina na
kena vakarautaki na siga
tusiti mai oqo.

Sa vakarautaki yani ogo na
legislative program ena ga-
ravi ena loma ni bose lawa
ena siga vakaraubuka ena
maca tumai san a dola kina
na palimedi, vakacagicagi
ena macawa tarava ka siga
moniti e tarava sa na qai laki
vakayacori kina na bose
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NA dodonu vua

na matanitu me

kauta tale kina

Palimedi na gaga-
dre kevaka ena vinakata
me dua na mini-budget
se tuvatuva vakailavo va-
karautaki vakatotolo me
baleta na veiqaravi vakaila-
vo ni matanitu. Oqo ni sa
mai veisautaki na matanitu
ni oti na veidigidigi ka sa
digitaki edua na Matani-
tu Cokovata se Coalition
Government ni Matanitu.
Ogqori na nodra rain a li-
uliu ni matanitu ena no-
dra vakamacalata taka
tiko na gagadre ni kena
tuvanu vakamatau eso na
veiqaravi ni matanitu me
vaka nisa mai kacivaki na

g
a2 Sl

Na soqo ni oti na nodra dolava na Palimedi na Turaga Peresitedi.

veiminisitiri kei na kena
Minisita ka laurau ni vica
na veisau vou eratou mai
kacivaka

“Ena noqu rai vakaPara-
iminisita ena imatai ni
gauna au a paraiminisita
kina ena 1992-1999 au kila
ni sega nirawa nida re-de-
ploy kina dua n aka se sega
tu”) vakaraitaka ko Parai-
minisita Sitiveni Rabuka.
“Sa kenaibalebale oya kev-
aka etiko ena Head oqo se
Head 40 edua na wasewase
ni ilavo kau vinakata me
toso kina dua na Minisiti-
ri ni Multi-Ethnic ka sega
ni dua tu na Head ni Multi
Ethnic Ministry oqo ena
gauna a buli kina na bud-
get ena kau tale kina na

Palimedi”

Vakaraitaka ko Paraminis-
ita Rabuka ni “Ka dodo-
nu me na kau tale kina na
bose lawa ni gauna esa na
dua kina na head vou se
minisitiri vou kei na ex-
penditure group esa biu
kina.

“Esa dodonu kina mena
dua na Mini-Budget Ka
kau kina na veika kece oqo
nira san a veisau. Sega ni
re-deploy walega”

Kuria ko koya ni kevaka
e “Redeploy, ena rawa ga
ni caka kevaka esega ni
dua na veisau ni head. Ni
sa new head new depart-
ment. Sa na veinakati me
caka na Mini-Budget”.
“Keirau na qai veitalanoa

tiko kina kei na Minisita ni
lavo, me na sagai me caka
na mini-budget ena gauni-
sala rawarawa taucoko au
a vakabauta ni vakasala
vakalawa talega esa soli
vua baleta na Mini-Bud-
get”.

“Me rawa ni veitosoyaki
kina na ilavo oqo. Me rawa
ni caka kina na sausaumi
ena ilavo sa biu rawa tu me
baleta na yabaki oqo ka na
qai lai oti tiko yani ena ya-
baki vakailavo ena veima-
ma ni yabaki na Budget ka
vakadonui mai ena veima-
ma ni yabaki sa oti.”
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