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PRASHILA DEVI

IJT needs to move
forward in a unified
direction and the
Government  will
help create the confidence
that allows leaders to set
aside their differences and
work together to chart a new
future for all.
These were the sentiments of
the Prime Minister, Sitiveni
Rabuka, conveyed at the first
National Economic Summit
organised by the Ministry of
Finance convened after over
a decade.
“Let us be reminded that we
can all work together to seek
solutions to challenges and
maintain our different polit-
ical viewpoints,” Prime Min-
ister Rabuka said as the two-
day summit began.
Minister for Finance, Profes-
sor Biman Prasad, said the
summit was an important
part of the Coalition Gov-
ernments promise to bring
dialogue, consultation and
collaboration to Fiji’s nation-
al life.
“At a time of great global and
geopolitical shifts and turns,
Fiji must continue to chart its
own course for what is prag-
matic, relevant and fitting for
our “Made in Fiji” economic
context. We cannot have a
shared vision of what that is
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The Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, in opening the National Economic Summit 2023 held in Suva
recently, encouraged greater participation to address challenges collectively and craft solutions
together as a nation.Photo: ILISAPECI TUIVALE

if we do not talk to each other
and harness our capabilities
together,” Minister Prasad
said.

“As a people, it is almost sec-
ond nature for us to pitch in
and help our citizens during
an emergency whenever pos-
sible. When a friend, relative,
neighbour or even a total
stranger has a fundraising
soli or a flat tyre on the road
or needs an urgent blood
transfusion -- anyone who
hears, or witnesses it imme-
diately pitches in without a
second thought”

The summit culminated with
14-point resolutions that will
be ultimately built into the
2023-2024 National Budget
expected to be delivered at
the end of July.

The resolutions from the
summit points out issues that
the Government will be deal-
ing with in the short, medi-
um and even long term.

The 14 Resolution from the
two days of deliberation
where five plenary sessions
and 12 thematic working
groups delivered the follow-
ing invaluable point of refer-

ence are as follows;

- Noting the critical need
for Government’s econom-
ic strategy to be focused on
trusted leadership and good
governance, climate change
and environmental sustain-
ability and improving the
climate for investment and
business to thrive;

- Reinforcing the need for
sound fiscal discipline in
Government in both reve-
nue raising and expenditure
to address critical operation-
al and investment needs, to
bring Government debt
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down to fiscally manageable
and responsible levels and to
engage actively with develop-
ment partners to capitalise
on funding and development
opportunities;

- Noting that good gover-
nance demanded better ac-
countability from the legis-
lative, executive and judicial
arms of Government to build
economic confidence - the
legislature to use its processes
to build consensus and con-
sistency of policy on import-
ant long-term issues such as
health, education and key
industries; the executive to
be held legally and financial-
ly accountable for its actions
and decisions; and for the
judiciary’s work to become
more efficient and timely;

- Underscoring to Govern-
ment the critical need to up-
grade and prioritise its work
on human development in-
cluding in the areas of health,
education, housing, youth,
women and girls and abuse of
children, poverty alleviation;
to ensure better community
representation in decisions
relating to human devel-
opment. This will require a
properly maintained infra-
structure to ensure consistent
and improved delivery;

- Urging the Government to
unleash the potential of rural
and outer island areas by pro-
viding them the infrastruc-
ture and resources needed
to begin their own economic
transformation;

- Setting out to Government
the urgent need to reform
outdated laws holding back
the development of land-
based economic activities
such as agriculture; to en-
sure biosecurity and related
support for exports; and to

ensure stronger institution-
al capacity to respond to the
needs of agriculture, includ-
ing developing the participa-
tion of women in agricultural
activities;

- Noting the need for co-or-
dinated conservation and
better regulation of fisher-
ies to develop marine-based
activities and a wider, com-
munity-based approach with
additional focused support
to improve commercial par-
ticipation and sustainable
commercialisation of Fiji’s
marine resources;

- Requiring the Government
to urgently upgrade tech-
nology based education at
all levels and to provide the
necessary infrastructure to
improve Fijis ability to use
innovate and create techno-
logical solutions and develop
high-end technology;

- Recognised the importance
of increasing the engage-
ment and empowerment of
Fiji's indigenous population
in commerce and business

in partnership with other
communities and stakehold-
ers. The Summit stressed the
need for the indigenous com-
munity to leverage its land
and natural resources as an
asset for direct equity owner-
ship of businesses and com-
mercial ventures in collabo-
ration with key stakeholders,
communities, and domestic
and international financial
institutions — and noting that
this may require legislative
reforms;

- Called on Government to
immediately prioritize the
upgrading and maintenance
of Fiji's water, sewerage sup-
ply and waste management
systems in urban centres
throughout Fiji, with par-
ticular attention to the Su-
va-Nausori corridor;

- Focused on the importance
of efficient and eco-friendly
land, marine and transporta-
tion systems as critical to Fi-
ji’s sustainable development;
- Recognised the economic
and social challenges cre-

-

ated by a lack of consistent
electricity supply and the
need for greater electricity
capacity and connectivity,
to investigate more effective
potential public private part-
nerships and to focus on re-
newable and climate resilient
energy sources;

- Endorsed evidence-based
policy making as critical to
decision-making, and called
upon Government to rein-
vigorate the institutional and
planning machinery of each
Ministry and its coordina-
tion and linkage to the na-
tional strategic development
policy and planning machin-
ery; and

- Agreed to continue the 12
thematic working groups as a
basis of continued consulta-
tion and dialogue

The summit was attended
by wide cross-section of the
community and stakeholders
from the private sector, civil
society, academia, and indus-
try leaders.
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The plenary session on Responsible, Responsive and Resilient Leadership at the National Economic Summit 2023
drew interesting discussions from the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Prof. Biman Prasad, Deputy

Prime Minister and Minister for Tourism and Civil Aviation, Viliame Gavoka, KPMG partner Renu Chand, Leadership
Fiji director Nancy Tikoisuva and facilitator Lorraine Seeto.PHOTO: ILISAPECI TUIVALE
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PM Rabuka meets with the
Crown Prlncess of Denmark

Prime Minister and Minister for Forelgn Affairs, Sltlvenl Rabuka met with the Her Royal Highness (HRH) Crown
Princess Mary Elizabeth of Denmark in Suva recently. Accompanying the Crown Princess was the United Nations
Under-Secretary-General and the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) Executive Director, Dr Natalia Kanem and Den-
mark’s Minister for Development Cooperation and Global Climate Policy, Dan Jargensen. PHOTO: SUPPLIED

RIME Minister and
Minister for For-
eign Affairs, Sitive-
ni Rabuka met the
Her Royal Highness (HRH)
Crown Princess Mary Eliza-
beth of Denmark at the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs head-
quarters in Suva.
The Crown Princess was ac-
companied by the UN Un-
der-Secretary-General and
the United Nations Popula-
tion Fund (UNFPA) Execu-
tive Director, Dr Natalia Ka-
nem and Denmark’s Minister
for Development Coopera-
tion and Global Climate Pol-
icy, Dan Jorgensen.
Prime Minister Rabuka
welcomed and thanked Her
Royal Highness for her first
visit to our shores which
demonstrates Denmark’s un-
wavering support for Fiji and
the Pacific region.

He said this timely visit will
advance friendly relations
and cooperation with Den-
mark on issues of impor-
tance such as climate actions,
sustainable development and

inclusivity.
At the same time, the Prime
Minister acknowledged

Crown Princess Mary for her
commitment in advocating
for health, gender equali-
ty and the empowerment of
women and girls.

He also thanked Dr Kanem
for her first mission to Fiji to
strengthen the UNFPA’ part-
nership in building an inclu-
sive and gender-responsive
approaches across all sectors.
The meeting outlined the
prospects for new partner-
ships in shared priorities
such as climate actions, eco-
nomic prosperity and em-
powerment of women, chil-

dren, youths and society as a
whole.

Crown Princess Mary com-
mended the Fiji Govern-
ments commitment towards
inclusivity and sustainable
development and reaffirmed
Denmark’s support to en-
hance the close and friendly
relations between the two na-
tions.

Dr Kanem said that UNFPA
has been working in Fiji for
30 years, supporting national
and regional efforts to pro-
tect and defend the rights of
women, girls and young peo-
ple so that they, their families
and communities thrive.
“UNFPA greatly appreciates
the steadfast partnership
with and leadership of the
new Government of Fiji and
people of Fiji.

“UNFPA looks forward to
working together to expand

access to family planning,
end preventable maternal
deaths, and eliminate all
forms of gender-based vio-
lence in Fiji and other Pacific
Island Countries,” Dr Kanem
said.
Meanwhile, Denmark’s Min-
ister Mr Jorgensen stressed
on the importance of their
visit to Fiji.
“We look forward to
strengthen ties with Fiji and
develop new partnerships to
tackle the consequences of
the climate crisis.
“For the people of Fiji, cli-
mate change is not some-
thing that will happen in the
future.
“It is something that every-
one is experiencing right
now. Extreme weather con-
ditions are occurring more
frequently, which especially
affects vulnerable groups.
“Sea levels are rising, de-
stroying basic living con-
ditions such as farmlands,
drinking water and housing.
Denmark is dedicated to the
fight against climate change,’
Minister Jorgensen said.
In her four-day visit this
week, Crown Princess Mary
attended events such as
roundtable talanoa session
on climate justice, met with
Health officials, joined a
group discussion with mem-
bers of the Pacific Disability
Forum office of Fiji Disabled
People’s Federation and met
with Cabinet Ministers.
On the final day of her visit,
the Crown Princess visited
the Blackrock Camp in Nadi
before departing to Australia.

(Source: Ministry of Foreign
Affairs)
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Sulueti Kotobalavu in her famlly operated business, Jimilai Store, which is

named after her late husband.

JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

N 1971 a school teacher
originally from Waci-
waci, Lakeba was post-
ed to the Matuatabu
Primary School in Ogea,
and along with him went his
19-year-old daughter Sulueti.
Alas, for Sulueti that inno-
cent jaunt to Ogea became a
lifetime affair when she fell in
love with Jimilai Kotobalavu
(deceased) whom she de-
scribes as the only man that
caught her eye.
Fifty-two years later, Sulue-
ti still lives in her house in
Ogea and operates a business
they established in the late
1990s called Jimilai Store.
According to Sulueti, run-
ning the business has been a
testing ground for her.
“We decided from the onset
that we will use the business
to develop our lives and our
small family and we were
successful all the way,” she
said.
Now operating the island’s

only shop named after her
late husband Jimilai, Su-
lueti has become a success-
ful woman in business and
a source of income for the
Ogea villagers.

“Our stock comes in on the
franchise boats and this en-
sures that our shop is never
out of stock at the same time
we buy artifacts such as tano-
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as and resell them to a major
business in Suva”

“Apart from the island tanoas
we also take in other artefacts
like church gongs, the tradi-
tional Lali and these are mar-
keted to handicraft outlets on
the mainland,” Sulueti said.t
Ogea Island has some of the
largest forests of vesi trees
(Intsia Bijuga) in the Lau
Group and a big tree, of up
to 50 metres height, with a
highly buttressed trunk, has
huge cultural significance.

In Ogea, Sulueti said the tree
has a regrowth rate of four
sprigs sprouting from the
trunk of a felled tree and this
has sustained the forests for
many years till today.

“This God-given gift has sus-
tained us over the years and
the products from Ogea and
our neighbouring island have
a standing of their own in
Fiji

“But business is business and
we buy these according to
their sizes with set prices,
she explained.

At the age of 70, Sulueti not
only runs her business but
also manages the women’s
group on Ogea Island and
has represented the group in
a few women’s expos held in
Suva organised by the Minis-
try of Women.

“One thing I always stressed
to my fellow women here is
to never fear venturing into
business. I am just like them,
a village woman with not
much education but man-
agement skills has to be very
strict in such a village setting
where everyone is related to
you.”

“It is strictly business for me
and one rule I live by is nev-
er to give credit which is one
reason my business is still
operating today”

A picture says a thousand words and this one clearly depicts the impact of the encroaching sea on the lives of
villagers living on Ogea Island in the Lau Groups. PHOTOS: JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA
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It was while attending the

2018 Women’s Expo, that she
got the news that her beloved
husband had passed away
back in the island.

“I was distraught and missed
out on the funeral as here on
Ogea the deceased are buried
the same day after confirma-
tion by the health officials”

“I came back to Ogea and for
a while, the pain of losing my
husband distracted me from
the business but my son en-
couraged me to refocus and
continue the legacy of my
husband?”

Sulueti has three sons, with
one helping her out in Ogea,
and tasked with maintaining
their store stocks and other
aspects of the business.

“We have never run out of
stock in our shop. As we
speak today four boats from
Fulaga (Lau Groups) have
come and gone just to buy
from us and return as their
shops have exhausted their
supplies.”

However, it has not been al-
ways smooth sailing for Su-
lueti as she recalls the days
when the family had to cut
copra to earn money just to
get by.

After the birth of her third

son, she decided with her
husband to venture into busi-
ness to enable them to pro-
vide for their three sons.

“It has been a life full of chal-
lenges but perseverance is a
must if one is to survive in
this kind of environment.”
“But today I am glad that
Ogea has progressed de-
spite the sea inundation we
currently face. Many of our
youth have benefitted from
the Governments employ-
ment scheme by going to
New Zealand and have re-
turned to build better houses
for their families”

Sulueti, however, is con-
cerned with the effects of cli-
mate change on Ogea.

For Ogea islanders, the ad-
vice by the late Ratu Sir Ka-
misese Mara in the early
1980s during a Lau Provin-
cial Council meeting held in
Tubou, Lakeba, to the people
of Lau to be prepared as the
sea level will keep rising has
now become a reality.

And now close to 40 years
later, Ogea has borne the full
brunt of rising sea levels.
Signs of this natural calami-
ty has manifested itself with
the village cricket pitch and
village green now a pool of
seawater with most of the vil-

Ogea Island is home to some of the largest forests of vesi trees in the Lau
Group. The islanders are able to carve tanoa which they sell to businesses
in Suva and other parts of the country. PHOTOS: JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

lage houses subjected to sea
inundation at high tide.

“We remain hopeful that
Government will hear our
plea and that the recent visit
by a government delegation
led by the provincial admin-
istrator Lau, lakobo Wagqani-
drola will be fruitful,” Sulueti
said.

Ogea, with a population of
110 and 48 households, can
be described as one of the
remotest islands in the Lau
Seascape.

As one of the rockiest islands
in the group, the only habit-
able spot has been occupied
by the village.

Mr Waganidrola said while
relocation was an option,
other solutions will need to

be explored to ensure the
survival and habitability of
Ogea village.

“Of course, we will have to
discuss this further with our
senior management and find
ways where we can work with
our partners to alleviate the
seawater inundation current-
ly faced by Ogea villagers,”
Mr Wagqanidrola said.
However, he added that
Ogea was not alone and the
islands of Lau with their geo-
graphical location will need
a ‘whole of government’ ap-
proach with the support of
partners to address the issues
they face especially the chal-
lenges brought about by cli-
mate change.

The tides have reached the doorsteps of islanders living on Ogea Island which has been described as one of the rockiest islands in the Lau Group.

PHOTOS: JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA
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Prasad breaks
barriers and bias

SHEENAL CHARAN

OMEN
are  now
making a
name for
themselves in areas that
were generally male domi-
nated and Monisha Prasad
is no different.
Recalling the challenges
she faced for six years, the
24-year-old could not hold
her tears while receiving
her Diploma Certificate in
Nautical Science from the
Fiji National University
held recently.
For her, choosing to work
in a male-dominated field
despite its ups and downs
was something she will al-
ways be proud of.
Ms Prasad now proud-
ly says her earlier appre-
hension about working in
such an environment has
turned into a blessing.
“At first, I had a lot of
questions in mind, like
what have I done, should
I change my programme?
But I had a will to do it
which I have learnt from
my parents to finish some-
thing I have started,” she
said.
“I ignored all the nega-
tive comments that people
made about me and kept
moving forward.
“My first year of studies
was under TELS, but then

later Government Ship-
ping Services (GSS) had
an apprentice opportunity,
I applied and got through
that. As an apprentice I
could work for their com-
pany and they paid for my
course.”

As a young girl, Ms Prasad
had set her sight on be-
coming a doctor, however,
different things work for
different people.

“My mother wanted me to
become a doctor but then
one day during the chem-
istry class, my teacher said
she had not seen a female
captain in Fiji. After hear-
ing that I made up my
mind to become a captain,”
she said.

“My parents thought I
would change my mind
later but I applied for this
course after finishing high
school and my younger
sister supported me.”

‘ ‘ People looked

down on
me because they
thought [ would
not be able to do rt
because [ am a girl
but [ am proud to

prove them ’ ,

wrong.

Looking into the future, 24-year-old Monisha Prasad has passed the first of
many hurdles as she contemplates the challenges ahead in achieving her
goal to become a captain. PHOTO: SUPPLIED

“I had to be away from my
family quite often for two
to three weeks. During this
time, I missed my family a
lot.

Ms Prasad’s message to
those females who wish to
work in a similar field is:
“There are girls out there
that are scared to work in
this field but if they have
family support, all will be
well”.

“Those who wish to work
in this field, I would like to
say that please move for-

ward, studies are a bit chal-
lenging and they would
also have to go through
challenges like family not
agreeing, people will look
down on them but these
things will make you
stronger.”

After completing her oral
Prasad

has hopes of securing a

examination, Ms

job in Denarau, Nadi and
work in foreign ships in
the future”
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Dialogue Fiji executive director, Nilesh Lal, has commended the repeal of the Media Industry Development Act by Parlia-
ment which he described as a draconian legislation that had no place in a democratic society. PHOTO: AZARIA FAREEN

AZARIA FAREEN

HE  executive
director of Dia-
logue Fiji, Nilesh
Lal has com-
mended the move by the
Coalition Government to
repeal the Media Industry
Development Act (MIDA)
2010.
“We have been calling for
the repeal of the MIDA
2010 for quite some time
and it is good to see that
there is appetite on the
part of the political ac-
tors to do away with such
draconian legislation that
does not have any place in
a democratic society, Mr
Lal emphasised.
“For a very long time we
have become accustomed

to this brand of journalism
where there is very min-
imal critical reporting of
those in authority or pow-
er;” he said.

“The culture has been very
pervasive for a long time
and most of the young
journalists have been
trained under this culture,
so quite obviously, they’re
quite reluctant to report
critically on those that are

in power”
“All of a sudden, we have
this whole journalistic

code that is subject to new
freedoms and liberties,
which remains to be seen,”’
Mr Lal added.

He stated that previously,
there was pro-government
media and anti-govern-
ment media, and also cer-

tain media organisations
which were more or less
balanced - prohibiting
journalists from reporting
fairly.

“There’s a whole range of
factors which contribute to
the quality of journalism
that we have in Fiji and
one thing that we pointed
out in our recently pub-
lished MIDA 2010 analysis
is that the media industry
development authority has
failed miserably in its role
to develop the media,” Mr
Lal explained.

“If you look at the title of
the act, it was supposed to
develop the media indus-
try, but there have been
very few initiatives that
were actually taken and
there have not been any

evidence of resources be-
ing allocated to develop
the media.”

“We need to also give
credit to the brave men
and women in the media
that have been operating
in a very precarious con-
text where they actually
had a noose literally hang-
ing over their head every-
time they were writing the
news story and putting
their name in the by-line,”
he added.

“I'm very glad that MIDA
2010 is going to be re-
pealed and hopefully we're
going to have a very pro-
gressive legislation that
will eventually be formu-
lated to regulate media in
this country, Mr Lal fur-
ther added.

During a public consul-
tation held recently, the
Solicitor-General, Ropate
Green said a review was
being carried out of the
MIDA 2010 to remove
controversial provisions of
the Act and in response to
the concerns raised by rel-
evant stakeholders.

“Once we have completed
the public consultations,
we will incorporate the
comments received into a
Bill,” he said.

“Thereafter, a Cabinet Pa-
per will be submitted to
Cabinet seeking their en-
dorsement of the Bill for
tabling in Parliament, and
once Cabinet approves, the
Bill will be tabled in Parlia-
ment accordingly”
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The Solicitor-General, fourth from left, Ropate Green with heads of media organisations and other stakeholders at
the public consultation to discuss the repeal of the Media Industry Development Act 2010 in Suva recently.
PHOTO: AZARIA FAREEN

AZARIA FAREEN

HE repeal of
the Media In-
dustry Develop-
ment Authority
(MIDA) Act by Parliament
has been welcomed by the
media houses and the pub-
lic at large.
Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister for Trade,
Co-Operatives and Small
and Medium Enterprises,
and Communications, Ma-
noa Kamikamica speaking
in Parliament highlighted
that “the MIDA Act is the
worst thing to have hap-
pened to the freedom of
the media in Fiji”
The Bill to repeal the Act
was brought to Parliament
after members of the me-
dia industry, representa-
tives from the UN Agen-
cies, civil societies, the
RFME, FCCC, Consumer
Council of Fiji, and mem-

bers of the public partic-
ipated in a fruitful public
consultation recently.

“The origins of the MIDA
Act began after the 2006
coup that brought a reign
of terror, violence, intim-
idation, censorship, and
fear to the country’s media
industry;” Minister Kami-
kamica emphasised.
“TJournalists were beaten,
detained, and threatened
and their media business-
es burnt, offices trashed
and houses firebombed,
while Government adver-
tising was taken away from
media organisations that
did not like the Fiji Gov-
ernment, and senior jour-
nalists and officials were
forced out of their jobs,” he
added.

Minister Kamikamica said
that a public emergency
regulation in 2009 en-
forced unprecedented dic-
tatorial censorship.

“The  censorship then
moved into the 2010 Me-
dia Decree and then the
Media Industry Develop-
ment Authority Act which
has caused so much uncer-
tainty, stress, mental an-
guish and threatened the
survival and livelihoods of
many media businesses,”
he said.

“Neither the previous
Government nor a single
member of the public has
ever used the MIDA Tribu-
nal to complain about the
media and there has been
no media development
under MIDA - deeming
it useless, but dangerous, a
vindictive piece of legisla-
tion for the industry”

“The repeal of the MIDA
Act has long been a unify-
ing demand of the media
organisations in Fiji and
no government, includ-
ing the People’s Coalition
Government should ever

be given such power over
the media,” Minister Ka-
mikamica added.

He said that the repealing
of this Act “will be bene-
ficial for those in Parlia-
ment, will be good for de-
mocracy, and will be good
for the people in this coun-
try”.

Attorney-General, Siromi
Turaga said that the media
content regulation frame-
work includes the creation
of a MIDA, the Media Tri-
bunal, and other elements
which makes up the bulk
of the Act that are consid-
ered controversial.

“These elements have been
considered as hindering
the growth and develop-
ment of a strong and inde-
pendent news media in Fiji
and a breach of the Consti-
tutional Right to Freedom
of Expression as outlined
in Section 17 of the 2013
Constitution of Republic
of Fiji,” the A-G said.

“The Multinational Ob-
server Group also noted
reports from stakeholders
of a more restricted media
environment were con-
sistent with Fiji's recent
decline in the Reporters
Without Borders World
Press Freedom Index”
“Fiji was ranked 57 out
of 180 countries for press
freedoms in 2018 but fell
to 102 in 2022 - it is the
lowest ranking since 2014
and making Fiji the lowest
ranked Pacific country; he
stressed.
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O Ratu Sukuna e dua na tamata ka dau taleitaki ira vakalevu na tamata a qgaravi ira. A veilakoyaki e vuravura ka vala ena ivalu ka vukea

na kena bulicake na noda vanua ena veiyabaki taumada ni oti na veiliutaki nei Peritania me sat u vakataki koya ko Viti.

NA marautaka na noda vanua
na vakananumi ni bula nodra
na talai sa bale ko Ratu Josefa
Vanayaliyali Sukuna. Oqo ni
oti e 16 na yabaki na kena mai boko-
ci laivi na kena olodei kei na veika e
vakananumi kina ko Ratu Sukuna.
Na ikau ni soqo 0qo ena yabaki oqo oya
na kena marautaki na nodra raiyawa na
veiliutaki ena noda vanua.
Na veiliutaki raiyawa oqo e umani kina

na sasaga ni kena vakatoroicaketaki na
noda vanua me vanua yaga ka vanua
mana ka dei.

Na veiliutaki raiyawa e kauti keda vata
ena dua na lakolako vinaka, veikauwait-
aki ka vakakina na cugeni vata ni itavi.
Na matanitu e sasaga tiko me solia na
gauna vinaka oqo vei ira na lewenivanua
ena noda vanua mera vakauasivi oira na
gone itabagone mera nira vulica na bula
nodra na talai sa bale ena veika vinaka

era vakaitavi kina ena tarai cake ni noda
vanua vinaka.

Edua na komiti ka liutaka tiko na Minis-
ita ni Veika vakaitaukei esa ra bosea
tiko na veika ena porokaramu ni kena
marautaki na siga oqo. Na porokaramu
oqo ena wilikina na wasewase e va ena
noda vanua ka dua na usutu levu oya na
nodra vakavulici na gone itabagone na
veika ni bula baleti Ratu Sukuna.
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QOROI NA VEITOKONI E
TIKINA NOIMALU

Ko Minisita Tubuna e laki vodoka toka edua na ose me vukea nodra takoso ena uciwai ena igolegole | Noimalu.

na Tikina o Noimalu e na
yasana ko naitasiri e dua na ka
e rad au kilai kina sai koya na
nodra dau lomavata e na sasa-
ga ni dua na koro.
E vakilai qori e na mua ni macawa ni
Siga ni Mate e na nodra soqo yani e na
koro ko Nasava me lai duavata kina e na
kena rokovi na Siga Tabu bibi ki na Lotu
Va Karisito kei na kena tokoni na sasaga
ni koro ko Nasava.
Sasaga taka tiko na koro ko Nasava e dua
na nodra idrodro ni cagilaba ka vakay-
acori e dua na tau soli e na siga Moniti
na ikal0 ni siga ni vula ko Evereli.

E ra bau sureta kina na Turaga na
Minisita Veiuvuke e na Velnivolavola ni
Paraiminisita o Sakiusa Tubuna me ra
bau lai tiko tale ga e na soqo oya.

Ra taleitaka sara na nodra gole cake na
Minisite Veivuke ka ra vaugeti ira na
lewe ni Tikina me ra maroroya ka karo-
na na itovo ni veikauwataki kei na veilo-
mani e ra raica e na siga ni soqo.

“Au marautaka na nomuni veitokoni
taka na sasaga qo ka sa noqu masu ni na
maroroi ka karoni na itovo ni loloma kei
na veitokoni au mai vakadinadinataka e
na siga nikua,” e kaya ko Tubuna.

“Dina ni dredre na gole cake mai ia e

sega ni kauta laivi na iyaloyalo ni yalo
Vinaka e na loma ni Tikina.

“Ni tuberi ira na luvewi Noimalu me
ra maroroya na iyau talei sai koya qo
na itovo e kilai na tikina o Noimalu. Na
matanitu e na tokoni kemuni e na no-
muni sasaga.’

Tomana o Tubuna ka kaya ni sa raica
tiko na matanitu me na kau lesu mai
na ituvatuva ni kena tekivutaki na vei-
vakatorocaketaki e na veikoro ni bera ni
dewa yani vaka tikina ka vaka yasana.
“Ni na vakayacori qoori e da na qai ra-
ica kina ni na maucokona na noda toso
na kawa itaukei”
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Era visiko na Vunilawa ena koro turaga makawa kei Viti.

ikova na Vunilawa
ni noda matanitu,
Siromi Turaga na
veiyanuyanu  kei
na koro ena taudaku ni
veikoro lelevu me baleta
na kena vakavolekati yani
na veiqaravi ni matanitu.
Ogqori ena koro o Bureta
kei Lovoni ena yanuyanu

o Ovalau.

“Digitaki ko Ovalau bale-
ta ni a tauni taumada ena
gauna ni koloni se koro-
turaga makawa kei Viti
ka gadrevi kina na kena
vakalevutaki na veivaka-
torocaketaki me vukea
talega na kaukauwa ni
rawaka vakailavo,” kaya ko

bs' »‘,.»‘Mv‘ T A

Vunilawa Siromi Turaga.
“Namaki mera na dui
qarava vakataki ira na
vei valenivolavola vaka-
matanitu me rawa nira
laveta cake na nodra
veiqaravi ka vaka kina
nodra vakararamataki na
lewenivanua ena veikoro.”
Vakaraitaka ko Tui Waile-

Veisiko na Vunilawa

vu(Lovoni) Ratu Betero
Vuniwaiwaidrau na vei-
ka sa vakayacora tiko na
veivuke ni matanitu ena
veivakacakacakataki ena
vanua tani ena ruku ni na-

tional employment centre.
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Ko Vunilawa era a tiko ena bose oqo ena valuti ni veimoku dau caka veira na marama. Oira na ivakalesilesi ni bose.

L

RA mai tiko edna dua
na boseka ni kena valuti
na moku ni marama Kkei
na gone na Vunilawa Si-

romi Turaga ka tukuna kina ni
sa dodonu me sa oti na veimoku.
Era lewena na boseka oqori na vei
tabana vakamatanitu ka wilikina
na liuliu ni soqosoqo ni matanitu
cokovata ena pasivika Sanaka Sa-
marasinha kei Mata ni Matanitu
cokovata ena kena valuti na moku
nodra na marama kei na gone, Ms.
Najat Maalla M’jid. Era tiko talega
na Minisita ni matanitu me vaka
ni sa vakadonuia na matanitu me
vakacuruma ena noda lawa e Viti
ka lawa baleta na tikina bibi oqo.
Kuria ko Vunilawa Turaga ni sa
vakalawataka ko Viti na veitiki ni
lawa oqo me vukea na cakacaka ni

matanitu.
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Vosa bubului
tale o Turaga ni
Lewa Qetaki kei
Turaga ni Lewa
Calanchini

ERA vosa bubului tale vua na Peresite-
di Ratu Wiliame Katonivere o Tuaga ni
Lewa William Calanchini kei Turaga ni
Lewa Alipate Qetaki me rau sa veiqaravi
tale ena mataveilewai e cake.

Rau na rua oqo era sega ni tamata lesi vou
ena veika vakalawa me vaka nira sa veqar-

avi vakabalavu mai ena tabana ni lawa me
vakakina na mataveilewai e cake ka rau
kena dau ni lawa talega.

ke

Era vosa bubului taki vou na Turaga ni lewa vou ko Alipate Qetaki kei William Calanchini.
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RAWATI NA
TOSO E NA
CAKACAKA

dua na tiki ni
veiqaravi ni Tab-
acakacaka ni Bis-
inisi, Veivoli, So-
qosoqo ni Veivoli, Bisinisi
Lalai kei na Veitaratara na
kena navuci ka vakaduri
na idusidusi eso me tokona
na vakacici bisinisi.
E na ituvatuva qori e rawa
kina kina na kabani ni
susu toa na Kai Ra Saqata
Investment me vakavou
taka kina na ken aba ni toa
e Naselai e na Ceva kei Tai-
levu.
Ratou cakacaka vata kina
kei na dua na tabana e na
loma ni Tabacakacaka ka
kilai me Integrated Hu-
man Resource Develop-
ment Programme se na
(IHRDP).
E na nona lai solia vaka-
matanitu na ba ni toa na
Minisita ni Bisinisi, Veivo-
li, Soqosoqo ni Veivoli,
Bisinisi Lalai kei na Veit-
aratara o Manoa Kamika-
mica e kaya kina sa na rawa

ki na kabani me na laveta
cake na nodratou rawa ka
kei na nodra vakacakacaka
taki tale ga e so na lewe ni
vanua e ra tiko volekata.
“Na veivuke qo e rawati
e na 1 na ika3 kei na 2 na
ika3 ka kena isau vaka-
levu e $75,995. Na kabani
e qai taura e dua na loni
e $25,331.67 mai na Baqe
ni Veivakatorocaketaki
ka itavi ni Tabacakacaka
e $50,663.33 e kaya na
Minisita.

“E nuidei kina na Taba-
cakacaka ni na vukea na
kedra susu na toa Vinaka
na bai ni toa sa vakavoui
qo ka sa na rawa tale ga ni
ratou sotava kina na gaga-
dre mai na kabani e dau
volia na nodratou toa.”
Vakaraitaka tale ga na
Minisita ni sa na rawa
tale ga me sa na vakau toa
vakaliliwa taki ki vanua
tani na noda vanua e na
dua na gauna lekaleka mai

qo.
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MARAUTAKI NA
VALENIKANA VOU E URATA.

bisinisi.
Dabe koto na vale ni

vakacaucautaka
na sasaga ni vica
na so0qosoqo e

na taudaku ni
matanitu kei ira na dau-
nibisinisi e Savusavu na
Turaga na Paraiminisita o
Sitiveni Ligamamada Ra-
buka ni oti na nodra dola-
va e dua na vale ni kana
vou e Urata e na tikina o
Wailevu e Cakaudrove.
Ra kaya nia dua na sasa-
ga oya e na vukei ira sara
vakalevu na marama e na
koro ko Urata e na nodra
vacokotaki me ra cicivaki

kana e na delana e Ura-
ta ka irova sobu tu yani na
koro kei na toba ko Nasa-
vusavu.

Kaya na Paraiminisita ni
veivaugeti sara na veika e
vakayacora na s0qosoqo
na Rotary Club e Savusavu
kei ira na sema mai kina e
na matanitu levu ko Amer-
ika.

“E da raica eke na yaloe e
kilai tani kina na Vualiku,
e na noda dau veitokoni
taka na ka vakabibi e na
noda dau veivukei.”

“Na bisinisi qo e na solia

Ko Paraiminisita Rabuka ena nodra laki dolava na vale ni gunu ti mai Urata

na vakacaegu vei ira na
lewe ni vanua e ra veito-
soyaki voli e na na tadrua
kei Savusavu kei Labasa ka
rawa ni ra mai kele ka vak-
acaegu vakalailai ni bera
ni ra toso sara,” e kaya na
Paraiminisita.

“Ni da cakacaka vata e na
vakavotukana kina na ma-
taqali sasaga va qo.”

E dodoliga tale ga e na
kena tara na vale ni kana
na noa Valenivolavola
na Mata ni Matanitu ko
Amerika ka solia kina e 81
na Udolu na Dola.

E kaya na mata ni matani-
tu ko Amerika o Marie Da-

mour ni marautaka vaka-
levu na sasaga ni kena tara
e dua na valenikana me ra
veigaravi kina na marama
e Urata.

“Qo e dua dina na sasaga
dokai ka veivuke mai na
noqu valenivolavola e na
kena tokoni tiko na nodra
sasaga na marama e na
koro vakaturaga vakabibi
ni oti na revurevu ni mate
dewa na COVID-19; e

kaya ko Damour.
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ERA sa mai veivakadeita-
ki tale tiko na matanitu ko
Niusiladi kei Viti me rau
tomana, tokona ka lave-
ta tale ena dua na tagede
na nodrau veimaliwai ka
dewa yani ena Pasivika kei
na veiyasai vuravura.

Ogqori ni oti nodra veisiko

b | Fp

-

mai noda vanua na Minis-
ita Vukevuke ni liuliu ni
Niusiladi
Carmel Sepuloni ka sotavi
noda Minisita Vukevuke
ni liuliu ni matanitu Ma-
noa Kamicakamica.

Tiko talega ena veitalanoa
oqori na Minisita Vukev-

matanitu mai

uke ni Liuliu ni Matanitu,
Biman Prasad, Minisita ni
Veivuke ena Leqa Tubuko-
so, Sakiasi Ditoka.

Na sasaga ni Duavata Ini-
tiative 0qo ena sagai me
cavuikalawataki tale kina
dua na vanua vou ena rai
ni vakatubuilavo,

. -

Al

\“

rawa-

ka vakailavo, saravanua,
veivoli kei na vuqa tale.

Ko Minisita Sepuloni e
liutaka tiko edua na mata-

lawalawa ni visiko kina na

Pasivika.
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