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IN response to the development as-
pirations for Tailevu, the Fijian 
Government has invested more than 
$272 million between 2014 to 2021 

into the province. 
Prime Minister Voreqe Bainimarama 

highlighted this while opening the Tailevu 
Provincial Council meeting at Naisausau 
Village in Namara, Tailevu recently.
While addressing members of the coun-

cil, representatives of various organisa-
tions and civil servants, the Prime Min-
ister expressed his delight to be amongst 
members of his home province.
 “What a pleasure it is to be in Tailevu. 

After 13 Council Meetings across the 

country, it feels right to wrap up this jour-
ney in my home province,” he said. 
 “I am here in my role as Prime Minister 

to share the story I have shared all year at 
every meeting I have opened,” the Prime 
Minister told members of the provincial 
council.
 “It is a story about the best years in 

Fiji’s history, the years in which we’ve 
transformed the country for the better, 
overcome the greatest challenges we’ve 
ever faced, and defined Fiji’s voice in the 
world like never before. It is a story we 
can and must keep writing by keeping to 
the course we’ve set together.” 
The Prime Minister said that Tailevu had 

been part of the national journey every 
step of the way and received its fair share 

of progress.
 “Yes, Tailevu is my home Province. That 

has no bearing on why you have enjoyed 
such unprecedented levels of develop-
ment.”
 “In response to your development aspi-

rations, from 2014 until 2021, the Govern-
ment has invested more than $272 million 
into Tailevu Province.”
“More than $79.4 Million was allocated 

for social pension programmes, poverty 
alleviation initiatives, and disability pro-
grammes to protect those who have need-
ed protection most.” 
“Government has utilised $31.5 million 

on infrastructure development, including 
upgrading the Waidalice Bridge, the Cau-
tata-Waicoka Road, Kiuva-Kaba Road, 

Nadali Bypass, Kasavu Road Rehabilita-
tion, Natila Road, Visa and Anijioki Road, 
and Namata Village access road and cross-
ings.” 
“Government also recognises the need 

for improvements in our air services, and 
that is why $54 million was used specifi-
cally for the renovation of the Nausori In-
ternational Airport,” Prime Minister Bain-
imarama said.
“Though costly, our commitment is firm 

– we will do whatever is necessary to con-
nect our communities to the best available 
services. We will bring the Government 
and its services to you, the people of Tai-
levu,” he said.
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“Tailevu is now in a “Tailevu is now in a 
better place” – PMbetter place” – PM

Prime Minister Voreqe Bainimarama at the opening of the Tailevu Provincial Council meeting at Naisausau Village in Namara, Tailevu recently. Photo: JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA



FOLLOWING numerous 
requests from the coastal 
communities, the Gov-
ernment has extended the 

harvesting and trading periods for 
beche-de-mer or sea cucumber. 
In announcing the extension, Min-

ister for Fisheries, Semi Koroilave-
sau, said the decision was based 
firstly on the numerous requests 
from the communities and the Min-
istry’s assessment of the resources.
He said that continued monitor-

ing of beche-de-mer population 
health, timely data reporting from 
the licensed harvesters and traders, 
proper data recording, management, 
analysis, enforcement, and compli-
ance with scientific backing indi-
cate that beche-de-mer populations 
remain healthy while $17 million in 
direct cash transactions has gone to 
resource owners to build back better 
from the impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Additional economic benefits will 
be derived from the exports of pro-
cessed beche-de-mer, which will 
be a significant boost to the Fijian 
economy. 
The ongoing assessments have in-

formed the Government’s decision 
to extend the harvesting window to 
February 2, 2023. 
The trade and export period will 

also be extended to 2nd April 2023. 
The size limit is 7.6 centimetres for 
all fully processed beche-de-mer 
species that are approved to be har-
vested. 
Minister Koroilavesau said the 

Ministry will continue to review 
beche-de-mer population health and 
follow international best practices 
to ensure we keep to the path of sus-
tainability.

(Source: Ministry of Fisheries)

THE Ministry of Women, 
Children and Poverty 
Alleviation (MWCPA) 
is pleased to announce 

the completion of the Fiji National 
Action Plan to Prevent Violence 
Against All Women and Girls 2023 
– 2028.
This is the first action plan dedi-

cated to the prevention of violence 
against women and girls (VAWG) 
in the Pacific and second in the 
world, after Australia.
“We have delivered what we com-

mitted to in 2020 – a whole-of-
government, whole-of-population, 
inclusive, evidence-based, costed 
five-year plan with an emphasis on 
stopping violence before it starts. 
It is now finalised and ready for 
submission, and what better time 

to do it than during the 16 Days of 
Activism Against Gender-Based 
Violence Campaign,” said Rosy 
Akbar, Minister for Women, Chil-
dren and Poverty Alleviation.
A robust, comprehensive national 

consultation process was under-
taken from November 2020 to 
September 2022, reaching 2,188 
Fijians across all four divisions, 
including Lau and Rotuma.
MWCPA led the development of 

the NAP in partnership with a Sec-
retariat compromised of MWCPA, 
the Fiji Women’s Crisis Centre 
and UN Women, and a Technical 
Working Group composed of 14 
key government ministries and 
civil society organisations who 
provided strategic and technical 
oversight and steered the consulta-

tions and validations.
“To address the alarming rates 

of violence, Fiji needed to take a 
bold step to accelerate prevention 
efforts already underway. I am 
happy to highlight that the 2023 – 
2028 NAP is the first of two five-
year plans intended to establish the 
foundations for the Government 
of Fiji’s long-term commitment 
to preventing violence against all 
women and girls. 
It is a blueprint for all women and 

girls, including women and girls 
with disabilities, young girls, older 
women, women of diverse sexual 
orientation and gender identity, 
and rural and maritime women,” 
she added.
The NAP will work strategically 

across 13 key and influential set-

tings to address VAWG holistically 
in all aspects of public and private 
life. 
It will advance national strategies 

to address VAWG paired with a 
robust monitoring and evaluation 
framework.
“I thank every stakeholder and Fi-

jian who informed the process and 
engaged with us. The NAP is for 
the people, by the people, and we 
look forward to implementing it 
together in 2023,” Minister Akbar 
said. 

(Source: Ministry of Women, 
Children and Poverty Alleviation)
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Numbers

The Government has allocated 

$33 million
in transport assistance to students 
for the 2022/2023 financial year.
Ministry of Education, Heritage 
and Arts
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MoU to sustain 
fisheries resources		
 		  - 10

PS Education attends 
Naivicula District School 
awards		     - 5

Tweet of the week

Frank Bainimarama@
FijiPM

Today marks one year since 
we welcomed the world back to 
Fiji. More than 520,000 visitors 
later, over 100,000 Fijians are 
back at work, doing what they 
love. Proud as I am of the plan 
that made this possible – I’m 
prouder of our people for their 
commitment to our recovery.

   INSIDE Government extends harvest period for beche-de-mer

Fiji National Action Plan to Prevent Violence Against 
All Women and Girls 2023–2028 ready

Ministry of Fisheries has announced the extension of the harvesting and trading 
periods for beche-de-mer or sea cucumber. Photo: SUPPLIED

Ministry of Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation announced the completion of the Fiji National Action Plan to Prevent Violence Against All Women and Girls 2023 – 2028 after 
robust consultations held from November 2020 to September 2022. Photo: SUPPLIED

Fiji Barefoot College 
for rural women
	 	 - 11

Government ends 
water woes for Malomalo 
villages 		 - 13

Quote of the 
week

“Let us be resilient, lift our 
voices and be an example 
to the global community 
by advocating for the use 
of clean and sustainable 
technology to mitigate the 
effects of climate change 
and improve the quality of life 
within our rural communities 
in Fiji.”

Minister for 
Women, Children and Poverty 

Alleviation Rosy Akbar



AZARIA FAREEN

LEGENDARY rugby sevens player, Jerry Tuwai 
believes that great things can be achieved through 
hard work, perseverance and discipline. 
Mr Tuwai said this as he addressed the legal prac-

titioners at the 24th Attorney-General’s conference over the 
weekend.
 “I was born in Suva and raised in a suburb called New-
town settlement - an environment which has been known 
for criminal activities that the youths always engage in,” he 
highlighted.
 “I was knocked into a different path until I found my pas-
sion. I started playing rugby in the under 9 grade to under 15 
grade at Bishop Kempthorne Memorial School and went on 
to represent Nasinu at the Milo Kaji competition that year.”
 “I fell in love with rugby and the value of the sport which 
changed my life and that’s when everything changed for-
ever,” he added.
Mr Tuwai relays that with a few years of sacrifice, discipline 
and hard work, he was picked to represent Fiji and every-

thing else just followed.
 “I made my debut in 2014 in the Gold Coast seven and have 
been fortunate enough to play in all the tournaments ever 
since except the Hong Kong Sevens and Dubai Sevens be-
cause I need three months rest after a long campaign for the 
Rugby World Cup,” he said.
 “I have gone through the hardest struggle to the triumph 
of a lifetime for myself in the pinnacle of sports. Even my 
friends are motivated to change the way they see and do 
things in their life after I made my debut.”
 “I have seen and experienced what good sports programs 
can do to a person and I’m thankful to all the clubs that I’ve 
played in and all the coaches that trusted me in their respec-
tive times as head coach of our nation,” he added.
 “I would like to thank the Government for the support 
throughout our campaign to Fiji Rugby Union who have 
done a very good work on the development of players and 
union that has enabled us to send youths overseas with con-
tracts to study, play and earn a living,” Mr Tuwai further 
added
Mr Tuwai is now the only Sevens player in the world who 

has two Olympic Gold medals, a World Cup Sevens title and 
multiple World Rugby Sevens Series under his belt.
 “Sports has a deep impact on people around the world es-
pecially in tournaments, we sit together with different races, 
share ideas and laugh at the game regardless of the result 
while having a bowl of kava as we always do with the New 
Zealand, Australian and the South African teams,” he said. 
“Last week, I took more than 30 youths to the Warwick tour-
nament where we engaged in social and team activities and 
also took part in the tournament where the women’s netball 
team won but unfortunately my volleyball team lost in the 
quarter final.”
“I always tell my friends that this is not a loss because we al-
ways win in life through positive changes and I can already 
see that in my community as the crime rate has decreased 
and the youths are focusing on things that can change them 
and the community for the better,” the two-time gold medal-
list added. 
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Legendary rugby sevens player, Jerry Tuwai with Attorney-General and Minister for Economy, Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum and other guests at the 24th 
Attorney-General’s conference held at Sheraton Resort in Denarau last week. Photo: NANISE NEIMILA

Two-time gold medallist attributes 
discipline as key to success

The 24th Attorney-General’s 
Conference held Nadi last 
week was bolstered by Austral-
ia ensuring its support through 

Fiji’s electoral processes.
In his remarks at the opening of the two-

day conference, Chargé d’affaires for the 
Australian High Commission, John Wil-
liams, stated that Australia will continue 
to stand and learn from Fiji and bolster 
their democratic institutions and prac-
tices at home.
Mr William pointed out that strong dem-

ocratic governance was essential for the 
Pacific Islands Forum Leaders to face the 
existential threat of climate change, the 
long-term recovery from COVID-19 and 
strategic contest.
“It goes without saying that we’re com-

mitted to building on this close collabora-
tion with Fiji with the Government that 
the people of Fiji elect into office on the 
14th of December.”
“There’s a lot of interest in your national 

elections, including in Australia, which is 
natural given Fiji’s importance as a part-
ner for us in regional and global affairs. 
And given an active and at times vocal 
Fijian diaspora in my country.”
Mr Williams also highlighted that they 

will be partnering with India and Indone-
sia to coordinate a Multinational Observ-
er Group for the 2022 elections, which he 
believes was a valuable contribution.
The first session of the conference fo-

cused on “Children and the Administra-
tion of Justice” which saw several key 
speakers.

news@moc.gov.fj

Attorney-General and Minister for Economic Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum met with the Tongan Attorney-General, Linda Folau-
moetu’, the Director of Public Prosecutions of the Solomon Islands, Rachel Subusola and the Samoan Attorney-General, 
Su’a Hellene Wallwork, between the sessions of the 24th Attorney-General’s Conference. 
Ms Folaumoetu’, Ms Wallwork and Ms Subusola are in the country to attend the 4th Annual Pacific Islands Law Officers 

Network Cybercrime Workshop. 
Minister for Commerce, Trade, Tourism and Transport, Faiyaz Koya and the Acting Permenant Secretary for Communications, 
Tupou’tuah Baravilala, were also present at the meeting.

The Australian High Commission’s Chargé 
d’affaires, John Williams, at the 24th Attorney-

General’s Conference  held Nadi last week.

24th Attorney-General’s 
Conference hears of 
Australia’s support

Fijian A-G meets 
regional counterpart



AZARIA FAREEN 

SENIMELIA Seru, 36, in com-
mending the Fijian Govern-
ment’s effort in assisting people 
with disabilities shares her jour-

ney of overcoming trials and being inde-
pendent through strong family support.

“I was sixteen- years-old and in second-
ary school when I got severely sick with 
flu. In visiting a private clinic, I was pre-
scribed some medications which reacted 
adversely after I consumed them,” Ms 
Seru said.

“I found out I was allergic to the medi-
cation and was admitted to the hospital. I 
ended up being in a coma for three-months 
and when I woke up, I could not see any-
thing,” she relayed.

“You are in a very dark place when you 
lose your vision and it took me about 
10-years to accept what happened to me, 
which was a major challenge for me. 
Without the encouragement of my par-
ents, I doubt that I would have been able 
to come out of it.”

“Someone referred my parents to take 
me to the Fiji Society for the Blind where 
they rehabilitated me back into society 
without the use of my vision by teaching 
me how to cook, wash and do laundry and 
look after myself,” she explained.

“I was encouraged to attend functions 
such as International Day for Persons with 
Disability followed by the White Cane 
Awareness Week and then I started engag-
ing as a volunteer,” Ms Seru added.

She said the organisation was able to 
secure project funding under the Disabil-
ity Rights Fund in coalition with the Fiji 
Disabled People’s Federation to build her 

capacity to do project work with the use of 
Job Access With Speech (JAWS) – a soft-
ware loaded on a computer to assist the 
visually impaired to do their work.

“I have been working at the United Blind 
Persons of Fiji since 2017 where I started 
off as a volunteer, later I took up the role 
of an assistant project officer, then project 
officer and now I am the office manager,” 
she said.

“People with disabilities are here to stay 
and to improve their living conditions, it 
cannot be possible without the handful of 
us who continue to do the work that has 
assisted us in making our lives better.” 

The organisation does advocacy for 
people from grassroots to the Government 
level on any issues affecting those who are 
visually impaired as well as builds capac-
ity for people with disability through eco-
nomic empowerment programmes where 
they get to study business management 
and start them off with seed money to start 
their business.

“We also provide them with assistive de-
vices such as white canes, talking watches, 
talking bibles and assist them to access 
services that are available to the general 
public such as housing and social welfare 
protection schemes,” Ms Seru said.

“I am grateful to the Government for 
providing me with a disability allowance 
scheme which supports my two daughters 
and elderly parents,” she added.

The social assistance programme under 
the Ministry of Women, Children and Pov-
erty Alleviation has been ongoing since 
2017 and supports those with a permanent 
disability.

“When you approach a person with dis-
ability, don’t pity us but be polite and con-

siderate as we read into people’s tone and 
also speak directly to us as we are our own 
person,” Ms Seru emphasised.

In celebrating the International Day 
for Persons with Disability, Minister for 
Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation, 
Rosy Akbar acknowledged those working 
tirelessly over the years to promote the 
rights and well-being of persons with dis-
abilities.

“According to the Fijian Census con-
ducted in 2017, 13.7 percent of Fiji’s total 
population and about 113,595 Fijians have 
some form of disability,” Minister Akbar 
said.

“The Government and the disability sec-
tor in Fiji have been taking the lead role 
with the support of our donor partners and 
stakeholders in advocating the rights and 
welfare of our fellow Fijians living with 

disabilities,” she added.
“The disability budgetary allocation in-

cludes grants to special schools, housing 
assistance, assistive devices and com-
munity rehabilitation programs, grants to 
organisations for persons with disabilities 
and disability service providers, disability 
allowance schemes, economic empower-
ment assistance, bus fare assistance, grants 
to the National Council for Persons with 
Disabilities, sports grants to persons with 
disabilities and tertiary scholarship for 
persons with disabilities.”

 
“We as citizens of this country must work 

together so that the realisation of rights for 
persons with disabilities must be visual 
and supported in our beloved nation,” she 
added.
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Thirty-six-year-old Senimelia Seru (Left) celebrates International Day for Persons with Disabilities at the 
Fiji National Council for Disabled Persons with her colleague Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

AZARIA FAREEN 

THE victims and survivors of gender-based 
violence were acknowledged as the Minis-
try of Women, Children and Poverty Allevia-
tion marked the 16-days of activism campaign 

against gender-based violence recently.
Minister for Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation, 

Rosy Akbar said “this acts as a reminder to draw attention 
to the scope of gender-based violence globally and in our 
country, as well as the measures and efforts required to 
stop it before it starts”.

“It saddens me to say that two of every three women in 
Fiji have experienced physical or sexual violence from an 
intimate male partner in their lifetime,” Minister Akbar 
highlighted.

“One in five women have experienced sexual harassment 
in the workplace and one in three women in Fiji have ex-
perienced physical or sexual violence from a man who is 
not their partner.”

“While Fijian women and girls bear the brunt of the vio-
lence, the social, economic, physical, psychological and 
health costs cut more broadly across our society, ultimate-
ly harming everyone - this is unacceptable.” 

Minister Akbar adds that there are service providers 
ready to help and provide protection, health and medical 
care, counselling, access to justice, and continued safety 
and security.

“By calling the Toll Free Helplines 1560 (for the Domes-
tic Violence Helpline) and 1325 (for the Child Helpline) 
from any location, you can freely seek assistance from 
qualified professionals and receive pertinent support,” she 
said.

“The Fijian Government recognises its obligation to pre-
vent violence against women and girls and the Ministry 
has facilitated the development of the Fiji National Action 
Plan (NAP) to Prevent Violence against all women and 
girls by working closely with all relevant stakeholders, 
particularly civil society organisations.”

“It focuses on preventing domestic violence, intimate 
partner violence and sexual violence against women and 
girls with a whole-of-government, whole of population 
approach while setting out short, medium- and long-term 
by challenging its underlying root causes,” Minister Akbar 
added.

The Fiji NAP (2023-2028) is completed and projected 
to be launched in early 2023, which should influence so-
cial norms, promote community leadership and set a much 
stronger culture of equal and respectful relationships be-
tween Fijian men and women, boys and girls.

“Global evidence confirms that we can collectively pre-
vent violence against all women and girls,” Minister Ak-
bar said.

She urged the survivors to come forward and share their 
stories, access services and ask for help, particularly those 
who are unable to do so due to feelings of shame, embar-
rassment, and trauma.

Minister for Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation, Rosy Akbar with permanent secretary, Jennifer Poole and other officials as they marked the 16-days of 
activism campaign against gender-based violence recently. Photo:  SUPPLIED

Ministry holds 16 days of activism against gender-based violence

My future is still bright despite my disability



Ministry of Education, Heritage and 
Arts permanent secretary, Dr Anjeela 
Jokhan, attended an awards ceremony 
at Naivicula District School this week.  

Dr Jokhan acknowledged the high achiev-
ers in the school, as well as those students who 
have completed their primary school education 
and will move on to secondary school next year.  
She encouraged the students to keep their 
dreams alive and aim to achieve them through 
hard work, sacrifices and sheer dedication. 
Dr Jokhan highlighted that the event does not only 
celebrate the achievements of the students but also 
acknowledges the contributions of all those who were 
with them on this journey.
“Parents’ roles are important beyond the ‘school 

system’ as education begins at home, especially the 
moral inculcation in our children. We hope for simi-
lar support from you in future as well,” she added.  
She also thanked the teachers for their role in shaping 
the future of the country and making their students 
respected citizens of society.
“The Ministry aims to allow the continuity of build-

ing and strengthening the aspects of moral and civic 
education in students that they acquire from home.” 
“This initiative will also promote moral develop-

ment so that the students can prove themselves to 
be caring and disciplined individuals with the abil-
ity to make healthy life choices and assume their 
roles as responsible citizens,” Dr Jokhan said. 

She reminded the graduating Year 8 stu-
dents that high school will have many chal-
lenges, but the best way to overcome these chal-
lenges is to be adaptable and morally grounded. 

“While in pursuit of formal education, I would like to 
encourage our children not to lose sight of the talents 
and gifts that they possess as these can lead one to have a 
far more successful and promising future such as sports 
arena, arts and creation to name a few,” Dr Jokhan said.  
 
(Source: Ministry of Education, Heritage and Arts)

MINISTER for Employ-
ment, Productivity and 
Industrial Relations 
and Youth and Sports, 

Parveen Kumar, reminded parents, 
guardians and teachers that without 
proper education and lack of knowl-
edge, our children will be vulnerable.
Minister Kumar, while attend-

ing the Samabula Primary School 
Annual Prize Giving Day this 
week,highlighted that there was a 
need for knowledge and to adapt to 
the work environment that was ever 
evolving due to technology.
“It is my humble request and I would 

like to urge all of you to take advan-
tage of the free education provided by 
the Government to ensure that chil-
dren have proper education and gain 
knowledge.”
“To our teachers, your role has never 

been more demanding than ever be-
fore, and today I thank you for your 
hard work and efforts in educating 
these children.”
“We all need to work together, par-

ents, teachers, and students to ensure 
that our children achieve and fulfil 
their dreams and become successful 
in future.”
Minister Kumar congratulated all 

students who are prize getters in this 
year’s prize giving, which is the result 
of their hard work and discipline and 
thanked those that have contributed 
towards this success.
He also acknowledged the effort of 

the school management in looking af-
ter the affairs of the school, the head 
teacher for his leadership, and teach-
ers and support staff for their commit-
ment and dedication.

(Source: Ministry of Employment, 
Productivity and Industrial Relations 
and Youth and Sports)

SCHOOL award ceremonies 
are not just about praising 
students’ achievements but 
to set a positive example for 

them.
This was the message by the Minis-

ter for Education, Heritage and Arts, 
Premila Kumar, while officiating at 
Korovuto Primary School’s Year 8 
Awards and Graduation Ceremony 
at the Bayview Cove Resort in Nadi 
recently.
“Other students see that it is possible 

to reach these notable milestones be-
cause their fellow students are able to. 
Think of it as encouragement to work 
harder, to strive to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with your friends,” Minister 
Kumar said.
She stressed on the importance of 

events such as 
these to as a way 
to celebrate a suc-
cessful year and to 
wish the graduat-
ing students well 
as they move on 
to the next step 
in their education 
journey.
Minister Kumar 

added that the 
chosen theme for 
the event, “Pur-

suing Dreams and 
Fostering Resil-
ience in the Face 

of Adversity”, was an appropriate one 
as it required determination and resil-
ience to achieve one’s ambitions. 
The Fijian Government recognises 

how critical primary school is in mak-
ing education more accessible, as 
well as holistic and well-rounded.
The provision of the Free Education 

Grant, with free tuition, free text-
books, and transportation assistance, 
has shown positive impacts on student 
participation rates in primary schools 
which remains at approximately 100 
per cent. 
“Gender equity has also benefited, 

with girls’ participation at 48 per cent 
over the past 4 years in primary edu-
cation and increases to 53 per cent 
in secondary. Early Childhood Edu-
cation participation is at an all-time 

high at 88 per cent and will further 
improve with the review of the ECE 
sub-sector,” Minister Kumar added. 
The newly revised Literacy and 

Numeracy curriculum for years 1-4 
builds strong foundations for literacy 
and numeracy, a curriculum that en-
gages and inspires children to become 
life-long learners.
“Clear, concise, and easy to use 

for teachers, the newly revised cur-
riculum draws on international best 
practices while being developed spe-
cifically for Fiji. It incorporates the 
principles of gender equality, disabil-
ity inclusion and social inclusion, and 
supports differentiated learning and 
ways to support students with diverse 
learning needs,” Minister Kumar said. 
He encouraged the graduates as they 

ended their primary school journey 
and look forward to starting second-
ary school education next year. 
“Next year, you take your first step 

towards your dreams by starting sec-
ondary school, from there you move 
to tertiary learning which will be one 
of the final steps in achieving your 
dreams.” 

(Source: Ministry of Education, Her-
itage and Arts)
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Minister for Employment, Productivity and Industrial Relations and Youth and Sports, Parveen Kumar during the Samabula Primary 
School Annual Prize Giving Day held this week. Photo: SUPPLIED

Ministry of Education, Heritage and Arts permanent secretary, 
Dr Anjeela Jokhan, attends the awards ceremony at Naivicula 

District School this week. Photo: SUPPLIED

Minister for Education, Heritage and Arts, Premila Kumar, while 
officiating at Korovuto Primary School’s Year 8 Awards and Graduation 

Ceremony at the Bayview Cove Resort in Nadi recently. 
Photo: SUPPLIED

PS Education 
attends 
Naivicula 
District School 
awards

Children vulnerable due to inappropriate 
education and lack of knowledge – Kumar

Minister for Education attends Korovuto Primary 
School awards and graduation ceremony



THE Sugar Research Institute of 
Fiji (SRIF) for the first time or-
ganised “World Soil Day 2022, 
Soils: where food begins”, 

which is commemorated on annually on 
December 5th.
The event was officiated by the Minis-

try of Sugar Industry permanent secretary, 
Yogesh Karan, and attended by range of 
stakeholders including farmers, academics, 
government officials and primary and sec-
ondary school students. 
World Soil Day was endorsed by the Food 

and Agriculture Organization in 2013 to 
recognise and raise awareness on the im-
portance of maintaining and sustaining 
healthy ecosystems and human well-being 
by addressing the growing challenges in 
soil management. 
Mr Karan, speaking at the celebrations, 

said, “Soil is a precious resource whose 
health is very important to sustain life on 
earth. Healthy soil is the basis for improved 
and higher crop production”.  
Furthermore, he mentioned that several 

environmental pollutions are directly or 
indirectly related to soil such as nutrients 
leaching from soils and indiscriminate use 

of pesticides and weedicides and their im-
pact on the environment. 
Therefore, soil and its management are 

both paramount for quality of life on earth. 
Mr Karan also highlighted the importance 

of soil in cane production and expressed 
concern that soil in the cane belt areas has 
become very acidic with pH mostly rang-
ing from 3.2 to 6.0. 
“About 83 per cent of soil in Viti Levu and 

more than 95 per cent of the soils in Va-
nua Levu are acidic, therefore, soil acidity 
should be managed well to achieve better 
result,” Mr Karan said.   
He added, “As owners of this precious re-

source, we should play a significant role in 
sustaining soil health which will definitely 
help us to achieve our targeted sugarcane 
production in coming years. Remember 
Soil Health is Our Wealth”.
Mr Karan urged stakeholders to show 

commitment to the efforts of protecting the 
environment and promoting healthy soil 
by adopting simple techniques such as us-
ing mill mud, animal and poultry manures, 
composts, cover cropping and green ma-
nuring, among others.
He pleaded with the cane growers to work 

together in mitigating and avoid burning of 
cane farms during harvesting as it induces 
more costs to the environment, public in-
frastructures, destroys soil nutrients and af-
fects the performance of the sugar industry. 
He acknowledged SRIF and Fiji Sugar 

Corporation’s efforts of initiating healthy 
soil and for conducting soil tests for cane 
growers at no cost.
Mr Karan acknowledged the Government 

for providing subsidised fertiliser to grow-
ers and for allocating additional funding of 
$700,000 for green manuring project.  
He also commended SRIF for creating 

awareness and promoting healthy soil 
through schools and applauded the partici-
pation of students in the essay, poster and 
photography competitions. 

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)

JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

THE Office of the Prime Minister 
(OPM) recently commissioned 
and handed over a walkway to 
the management, teachers, stu-

dents, and parents of Vunibokoi Primary 
School in Verata, Tailevu this week. 

Funded under the Small Grants Scheme, 
the walkway cost slightly more than 
$46,000 and will provide a safe and con-
ditioned walkway for the students from 
the school drop-off point to their respec-
tive classrooms and other adjoining school 
blocks.

Addressing the students, teachers, and 
guests, OPM head of finance and admin-
istration, Moape Rokosuka, said the assis-
tance supports the Government’s key pri-
ority area in promoting children’s right to 
health and an adequate standard of living, 
whilst also enhancing and motivating the 
young leaders as they proudly access the 
facilities.

“This walkway is here to help provide a 
conducive learning environment for you 
all.”

“Your health and well-being at school 
are very important as Government places a 
lot of emphasis on education so we can all 
build a better Fiji together.”

Mr Rokosuka further stressed that leaders 
of tomorrow are groomed today and educa-
tion is the key to achieving it.

“Study hard in school and become lead-
ers of tomorrow. One of you can become 
a Prime Minister or Minister, heads of de-
partments in the civil service, teachers, doc-
tors, and so forth but I urge you all to focus 
on your education for now and do well in 
school,” he said.

Head of school, Mereoni Batikavakava 
thanked the OPM for the timely assistance.

“This was a three-year project and today it 
has come to fruition with the commission-
ing of our new walkway,” Ms Batikavakava 
said.

“Many a time when we have unfavorable 
weather, the sight of our student coming to 
school brings sadness but behind it all the 
challenge to provide for them was stron-
ger and today we can all say that we have 
turned that challenge to success.”

Vunibokoi Primary School with a roll of 
142 students, caters to three villages in the 
district of Verata namely, Naivuruvuru, Na-
vunimono, and Kumi.

Mr Rokosuka also officiated in the 
school’s prize-giving ceremony which was 
also held on the same day.

STUDENTS of Nilsen College in 
Tavua have been urged to study 
hard in school and focus on their 
goals in order to be successful in 

life.
While officiating as chief guest at the 

school’s annual awards ceremony, Minis-
try of Sugar Industry’s director Planning, 
Policy and Research, Reshmi Kumari told 
the students that it was also vitally impor-
tant to recognise their own gifts and un-
leash their talents. 

“Remember you will fall, you will stum-
ble many times but be patient. Get up, dust 
off your disappointments and start again. 
Never let go of your dreams, keep holding 
on to it.  

“Work hard, be visible, people will no-
tice you and you will be remembered.”

In highlighting the Government’s invest-
ments on the education sector, Ms Kumari 
said Fijian children were fortunate as edu-
cation has been made free in the country.

She also encouraged those who may 
have not done well academically, to take 

up Technical and Vocational Education 
and Training (TVET) to upgrade their 
knowledge and skills.

This, as there is a huge demand for pro-
fessionals and trades people in the country 
and also for overseas employment.

School principal, Umendran Reddy, said 
since the inception of the school, they 
have been producing good results over the 
years.

Mr Reddy said the external exam results 
for the past five years had been great.

The average pass rate for Year 12 be-
tween 2017 and 2020 was 96 percent 
while the average for Year 13 for the same 
period was 93 percent.

Mr Reddy thanked the Government for 
its tremendous assistance through the pro-
vision of transport scheme and the tuition 
fee grant, among other important initia-
tives.

School Dux and head boy, Sunia Nara-
ikaba thanked his parents for the support 
throughout his high school life despite the 
many challenges he encountered along the 
way.

The Year 13 Tech Science student also 
acknowledged the school management for 
their investment in his educational jour-
ney.

Nilsen College was established in 1969 
and has been serving its community for 
the past 53 years. 

The secondary school currently provides 
education for up to Year 13 Level.

In addition, the school offers various fa-
cilities such as resourceful computer labs 
with internet facilities, library and a con-
ducive learning environment.

Currently, the school roll stands at 214 
with 25 full time academic staff and 2 an-
cillary staff.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)
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World Soil Day 2022 celebrated

Office of the Prime Minister (OPM) recently commissioned and handed over a walkway to the management, teachers, 
students, and parents of Vunibokoi Primary School in Verata, Tailevu this week Photo: Josefa Uluilakeba

Ministry of Sugar Industry permanent secretary, Yogesh Karan with guests at the Sugar Research Institute of Fiji (SRIF) 
organised “World Soil Day 2022, Soils: where food begins” celebrated on December 5, 2022. Photo: SUPPLIED 

Ministry of Sugar Industry’s director Planning, 
Policy and Research, Reshmi Kumari with students 

from Nilsen College in Tavua during school’s annual 
awards ceremony. Photo: SUPPLIED

New walkway for Verata school Students urged to study 
hard in school
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THE Ovalau Agrophotovoltaic  
(APV Project is set to reduce 
the carbon footprint on Ovalau 
island and greatly benefit farm-

ers on the maritime island in the Lomaiviti 
Group. 

The Korean International Cooperation 
Agency (KOICA) funded project is being 
implemented by Envelops Co. Ltd 

APV is an innovative system which al-
lows for solar power generation and agri-
culture to simultaneously co-exist on the 
same land, which otherwise would be in 
competition with one another. 

While officiating at the ground-breaking 
ceremony for the Fiji-Korea Agropho-
tovoltaic Project at Bureta on Ovalau Is-
land recently, Minister for Agriculture, 
Waterways and Environment, Dr Mahen-
dra Reddy said the conventional ground-
mounted solar projects on the site would 
utilise the arable land and position agricul-
tural potential to maximise yield. 

“This came about when Ovalau Island 
was recommended in line with the Nation-
ally Determined Contribution (NDC) of 
reduction of global greenhouse gas emis-
sion goals set under the Paris Agreement, 
with Ovalau setting their localised NDC 
at 100 percent through the use of renew-
able energy on the Island,” Minister Reddy 
said.

“The Bureta site is ideal agricultural land 
and the community needed agricultural 
development for the island’s food security 

and income generating activities, thus the 
agrophotovoltaic project was a perfect fit 
for both solar power generation and agri-
culture.”  

The APV Agriculture Research and De-
velopment and Market Development com-
ponents will cultivate root crops and veg-
etables under the tall APV solar panels. 

Each solar panel will house/shade climate 
resilient, high-value crops for commercial 
agriculture such as paprika, tomato, cherry 
tomato, cabbage, string beans, lettuce, cu-
cumber, eggplant, watermelon, capsicum 
and root crops. 

In addition, Minister Reddy said the proj-
ect will also establish a dedicated climate-
centric agriculture research station near 
the project site which will be operated by 
the Ministry of Agriculture’s Research and 
Crop Extension staff. 

The office will include processing sheds, 
garage, cool storage, a three-tonne truck 
and a tractor with implements. 

KOICA’s grant contributed a sum of 
US$4 million (FJ$8.82 million) to pur-
chase the five megawatt hour Battery En-
ergy Storage System (BESS) for the solar 
photovoltaic component of the project and 
the other US$4 million (FJ$8.82 million) 
is provided as KOICA development assis-
tance project for the Ministry of Agricul-
ture. 

“The APV project is expected to yield 
over 100,000 kilograms of crops in a 
year – feeding, employing and earning an 

income for Fijians living in Bureta and 
across the island’s 27 communities.” 

The project is focused on making Ova-
lau island 90 per cent renewable energy 
efficient whereby solar panels would be 
constructed over seven hectares of agri-
cultural land in Bureta. 

The project will use the land sharing con-
cept and help reduce heat damage to the 

crops by blocking access to sunlight and 
reduce damages from drought by minimis-
ing solar moisture evaporation. 

The project is valued at US$10 million 
(FJ$22.05m) and will be co-financed by 
the Green Climate Fund and KOICA.

(Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Water-
ways and Environment)
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Minister for Agriculture, Waterways and Environment Dr Mahendra Reddy with officials at the ground-
breaking ceremony of the Korean International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) funded Ovalau Agrophoto-

voltaic Project in Bureta, Ovalau recently. Photo: SUPPLIED 

AS the outgoing chair of the 
Platform for Disaster Dis-
placement (PDD), Fiji is com-
mitted in promoting global ad-

vocacy regarding the challenges of disaster 
displacement and outreach at the national 
and regional levels.

Ministry of Rural and Maritime Develop-
ment and Disaster Management permanent 
secretary, Salaseini Daunabuna, gave this 
reassurance and acknowledged the support 
of PDD, the International Organisation on 
Migration (IOM), the Internal Displace-
ment Monitoring Centre (IDMC), and the 
Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) in 
convening this important regional dialogue 
concerning climate mobility. 

She said this had been critical in ensuring 
preparedness as a region to handle displace-
ment brought on by climate change and nat-
ural disasters.   

“I also recognise our strengthened part-
nership with the Platform on Disaster Dis-
placement over the years. We wish to also 
reassure the incoming Chair from the Euro-
pean Union (EU) of our continued support 

in this regard,” Mrs Daunabuna said. 
Ahead of the opening of the consultation, 

the delegates made a field trip to the Tuku-
raki Village Relocation Project to interact 
and listen to the stories of the survival and 
resilience of the villagers. 

“I am positive that some of you would 
have come away with a broadened per-
spective, seeing first-hand how relocation 
can affect whole communities, who are 
forced to move because of climate change 
and natural disasters. Although a sad story, 
it stresses the realities that we all face as a 
region, above all it shows our resilience,” 
Mrs Daunabuna added. 

The two-day consultation held in Denarau, 
Nadi was hosted by the Fijian Government 
of Fiji and co-organised with the NRC and 
partners of the Pacific Climate Change Mi-
gration and Human Security (PCCMHS) 
Project. 

It was funded by the European Union and 
the German Government. 

(Source: Ministry of Rural and Maritime 
Development and Disaster Management)

Fiji hosts regional consultation

Ovalau Agrophotovoltaic Project set to benefit farmers 

A REGIONAL consultation 
delving into how to strength-
en efforts to address the chal-
lenges of displacement, mi-

gration and other forms of human mobility 
in a changing climate was held in Nadi 
recently.

Government representatives from the 
region, experts and representatives from 
international organisations, regional bod-
ies and national civil society actors met to 
share lessons learned and effective prac-
tices on averting, minimising and address-
ing displacement in the context of disas-
ters and climate change. 

In opening the consultation, Ministry 
for Rural and Maritime Development and 
Disaster Management Permanent Secre-
tary, Salaseini Daunabuna said while the 
Pacific was “living” the climate crisis dai-
ly, preventing and responding to disaster 
displacement would require tailored ap-
proaches to confront specific challenges 
that were compounded by the impacts of 
poverty and inequality, the climate and 
biodiversity crisis, and the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

 “Internal displacement and planned re-
location demand greater resource mobili-
sation, an improved enabling environment 
through targeted legislation and policies; 
and strong institutional and governance 
arrangements. Ensuring that the concerns 
of the Pacific and best practices are shared 
with other members states and develop-
ment partners is important in leveraging 
the work of countries in this space,“ Mrs 
Daunabuna said.

People and communities are affected by 
the impact of disasters and the adverse ef-

fects of climate change, and recent trends 
and projections point to an increased risk 
of displacement in the future.

According to the Internal Displacement 
Monitoring Centre (IDMC), disasters trig-
gered 13.7 million internal displacements 
in East Asia and the Pacific in 2021, the 
highest figure since 2016 and above the 
annual average for the last decade of 11.6 
million. 

Fiji became a member of the Platform on 
Disaster Displacement (PDD) - a State-led 
initiative working towards better protec-
tion for people displaced across borders 
in the context of disasters and climate 
change - after our leadership at the COP23 
meeting in Bonn, Germany. 

Since assuming leadership last year, Fiji 
formulated several priorities to implement 
during its chairmanship and led global 
advocacy regarding addressing the chal-
lenges of disaster displacement and out-
reach alongside work at the regional and 
national levels.

The consultation was hosted by the Fi-
jian Government and co-organised with 
the PDD the Internal Displacement Moni-
toring Centre (IDMC), the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM), the 
Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) and 
partners of the Pacific Climate Change 
Migration and Human Security (PCC-
MHS) Project. 

It was funded by the European Union 
and the German Government. 

(Source: Ministry of Rural and Maritime 
Development and Disaster Management)

Delegates at the regional consultation on addressing challenges of human mobility due to disasters held 
in Nadi recently. Photo: SUPPLIED

Consultation held on addressing challenges 
of human mobility due to disasters 

Government representatives from the region, experts and representatives from international organisations, 
regional bodies and national civil society actors who will be part of the 2-day Regional Consultation on 

Promoting a Regional Approach to Human Mobility in the Context of Disasters and Climate Change in the 
Pacific” at Tukuraki Village in the interior of Ba recently. Photo: SUPPLIED
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Students of Waidamudamu Learning Centre visit President

Six students, teachers and 
parents from Waidamudamu 
Learning Centre, Koronivia 
visited the State House as part 

of their field trip recently 
The President, Ratu Wiliame Katoni-

vere, urged the students to be diligent 
in their schoolwork and listen to their 
parents, teachers and older siblings. 
He wished them well for their future.

President receives courtesy call from MOG

The President, Ratu Wil-
iame Katonivere received 
a courtesy call from the 
Multinational Observer 

Group (MOG) secretariat at the 
State House recently 
During the meeting, President Ka-

tonivere welcomed the delegation 
and extended the greetings of the 
Government and the Fijian people. 
The MOG secretariat consisted of 
Deputy Observer Coordinator of 
the MOG Secretariat Mr Andrew 
Edgar, Political and Elections Ad-
visor MOG Secretariat, Mr Xander 
Burns and Media Advisor MOG 
Secretariat, Ms Kirsten Storey.  
 
Photos : SHEENAL CHARAN

Provision of a free Wi-Fi Hotspot and Walesi TV

Following the 
provision of 
a free Wi-Fi 
Hotspot and 

Walesi TV at the Nadi, 
Namaka, Suva and La-
basa markets, the Ba 
market now has access 
to a free Wi-Fi hotspot 
and Walesi TV after the 
launch by Aiyaz Sayed-
Khaiyum recently.
This is part of the Fijian 

Government’s $14.6m 
budget that was allocat-
ed to Walesi to fund the 
completion of the coun-
try’s digital switchover 
project, as well as the 
continuation of installing 
free Wi-Fi hotspot access 
and community connec-
tivity to Walesi TV.
The A-G highlighted 

that progressively more 
municipal markets and 
public spots will have 
free Wi-Fi hotspots and 
Walesi TV to allow Fiji-
ans access to e-services, 
information and enter-
tainment.

24th Attorney-General’s conference concludes on a high note



MEREANI GONEDUA

THE need for more collaboration and 
information-sharing to combat cy-
bercrime has been highlighted as a 
priority amongst the Pacific Island 

law officers Network (PLON). 
Ministry of Communications acting perma-

nent secretary, Tupou’tuah Baravilala, while 
speaking at the 4th Annual Pacific Islands law 
officers Network (PLON) stressed Govern-
ment’s continued commitment to ensure that 
people have access to meaningful connectivity 
in a secure cyberspace and, to utilise the vast 
opportunities that the internet provides. 

She also highlighted the need for closer col-
laboration in the collective fight against cyber-
crime.

With the theme ‘Combating cybercrime: 
Trends and Tools in a Changing World, Ms 

Baravilala highlighted that digital technolo-
gies continue to accelerate, and with it, cy-
bersecurity risks continue to become more 
evident. 

“The shift to online spaces has presented 
a challenge - the attack surface area has in-
creased. Digital technologies continue to 
accelerate, and with it, cybersecurity risks 
continue to become more evident. We have 
seen emerging and evolving threats which 
are transboundary in nature, and which have 
an impact on international peace and security 
and thereby, placing cybersecurity as a prior-
ity,” Ms Baravilala said. 

She emphasised the need to ensure that cy-
bersecurity measures are robust and agile, 
have stronger protection tools in place so that 

recovery can be swift and business operation 
disruptions are minimised should an attack 
succeed. 

Ms Baravilala also called for the need to 
create a culture of cyber hygiene practices 
amongst the people. 

 “It requires all of us, proactively synergising 
our efforts, and implementing cyber security 
safeguards and measures. Only then, can we 
turn the tide on these cyber threat actors which 
are a threat to peace, security, prosperity and 
the well-being of our people,” Ms Baravilala 
said. 

She then urged participants at the workshop 
that in order to improve cybersecurity capabili-
ties and readiness across the Pacific, everyone 
needs to collaborate and make the most of ex-
isting regional networks such as this PILON, 
the Pacific Cybersecurity Operational Network  
and the Pacific Transnational Crime Network 
through collaboration and information-sharing 
between these networks. 

DIPESH KUMAR

THE Fiji National Univer-
sity  (FNU) held its first 
ever International Confer-
ence on Business, Hospital-

ity and Tourism to allow stakeholders 
to discuss strategies on how to further 
strengthen and develop the business 
sectors post pandemic.

FNU’s College of Business, Hospi-
tality and Tourism Studies (CBHTS) 
organised the first-ever conference 
with the theme “Post-Pandemic Resil-
ience: A Sustainable Approach”.

Speaking at the conference, the Min-
ister for Education, Heritage and Arts, 
Premila Kumar, highlighted that the 
conference was a perfect opportunity 
for the academia and practitioners to 
discuss sustainable approaches to-
wards post-pandemic recovery.

Minister Kumar said that the theme 
was also appropriate given the fight 
of the business and the tourism sector 
against the COVID-19 pandemic.

 “Our borders were closed and our 

economy suffered, but it was our resil-
ience and the brave Fijian spirit that got 
us through this dark period in our na-
tion’s history, and here we are getting 
back on our feet once again – showing 
the world that Fiji is open and ready 
for business once again,” she said.

 “We may have overcome the pan-
demic but we need to talk about the 
biggest threat to our tourism industry 
and the Pacific today – not just cli-
mate change but also the impacts of 
slow-down in global economic growth 
caused by geo-political tensions, sup-
ply chain issues, high freight costs, 
increase in interest rates, shortage of 
skilled workers and the frequency and 
intensity of natural disasters.”

Speaking at the conference, FNU’s 
Vice-Chancellor Professor Lyn 
Karstadt highlighted that the confer-
ence has brought together academics 
and practitioners to debate a long-term 
strategy to post-pandemic resilience.

She said that as a national university, 
FNU seeks to ensure that the students 
are provided with the best knowledge 
and experience to be ready for the 
workforce.

“We also strive to provide our stu-
dents with the best possible experience 
that allows them to develop personally, 
morally, and spiritually as well as in-
tellectually, and to thrive, learn, ques-
tion, and succeed as global citizens.”

She said that FNU was looking for-
ward to providing Technical and Voca-
tional Education and Training (TVET) 
to number of students in the coming 
year.

DIPESH KUMAR 

THE World Trade Organiza-
tion (WTO) has commended 
the Pacific Island Countries on 
their united front to ensure that 

fisheries resources are protected and devel-
oped sustainably for the long-term benefit 
of the people.

This was highlighted by the WTO di-
rector general, Dr Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala 
during the signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between the Pacific 
Islands Forum Secretariat and the WTO 
during a ministerial conference.

The MoU undertakes the WTO Agree-
ment on Fisheries Subsidies which was 
adopted at the 12th Ministerial Conference 
(MC12) on 17 June 2022 and countries 
such as Fiji and other Pacific members 
have been a beneficiary of the activities or-
ganized between PIFS and the WTO.

The signing of the MoU marks 22 years 
of cooperation between the two organisa-
tions and its renewal for the fifth time.

WTO Director General, Dr Ngozi Okon-
jo-Iweala highlighted that the Ministerial 
conference was fruitful and it gave WTO 
and the Pacific countries a chance to dis-
cuss sustainable methods of fishing.

“Our central point is that the WTO trade 
should be part of the solution to some of 
the challenges that have been faced here. 
And to that effect, the fact that the fisheries 

economy is so important to all the Pacific 
Island countries, and they were instrumen-
tal in the fishery subsidies agreement that 
we were able to make in June at the WTO 
where all 164 members signed on to agree-
ment to curb $22 billion a year on harmful 
fishery subsidies to stop illegal unreported 
and unregulated fishing on a high sea. This 
is critically important.”

In signing the MoU, chair of the confer-
ence, Fijian Minister for Commerce, Trade, 
Tourism and Transport, Faiyaz Koya high-

lighted that the visit of the director general 
of the WTO to the Pacific region demon-
strates her dedication to hearing the views 
and voices of all WTO members, especial-
ly the most vulnerable.

He highlighted that the region would 
continue to work in solidarity to further its 
collective objective of supporting the Pa-
cific Economic and Social Development.

“Today the WTO has a better understand-
ing of the realities of the Pacific Econo-
mies and our priorities. Following these 

meetings, we are hopeful that the Pacific 
will have a stronger presence in the multi-
lateral trade system.”

The meeting was successfully conclud-
ed where Ministers from Australia, New 
Zealand, Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, 
Solomon Islands, Tonga, and Vanuatu re-
flected on the 12th WTO Ministerial Con-
ference outcomes including the most im-
portant to the Pacific Fisheries subsidies.
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World Trade Organization (WTO) director general, Dr Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala after the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Fijian Minister for Commerce, 
Trade, Tourism and Transport, Faiyaz Koya in Nadi recently. Photo: DIPESH KUMAR

Ministry of Communications acting permanent secre-
tary, Tupou’tuah Baravilala, speaking at the 4th Annual 

Pacific Islands law officers Network 
Photo: MEREANI GONEDUA

Minister for Education, Heritage and Arts, Premila 
Kumar speaking at the International Conference on 

Business, Hospitality and Tourism 
Photo: DIPESH KUMAR

Need for more collaboration to 
combat cybercrime

FNU hopes to strengthen the 
business sector

MoU to sustain fisheries resourcesMoU to sustain fisheries resources
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JOSAIA RALAGO

THE availability of women’s 
economic empowerment pro-
grammes and technical sup-
port for the identified women’s 

groups are a step in the right direction.
This was highlighted by the Minister for 

Women, Children and Poverty Allevia-
tion, Rosy Akbar, during a recent visit to 
the construction site of the Fiji Vocational 
Barefoot Vocational Training College in 
Nadogo, Macuata.
Minister Akbar said that the institution 

was the first of its kind in the Pacific to 
train rural women on solar engineering.
“This college will also champion the 

fight against climate change which Fiji is 
facing as a small island country and will 
bring communities much closer to energy 
independence and sustainability,” she said.
“Let us be resilient, lift our voices and be 

an example to the global community by 
advocating for the use of Clean and Sus-
tainable Technology to mitigate the effects 
of climate change and improve the qual-
ity of life within our rural communities in 

Fiji.”
Minister Akbar said that the Fiji Barefoot 

College which was a solar electrification 
training centre has been jointly supported 
by the Government of India and the Fijian 
Government.
“This is a great investment made by the 

Fijian Government, to the Ministry of 
Women, to improve as well as support the 
economic empowerment of our women in 
our rural communities,” she said.
With construction of the facility expected 

to be completed next year, Minister Akbar 
said they’re planning to have three semes-
ters at the college where 20 women would 
be enrolled each semester for solar engi-
neering training.
She added that the college has capacity 

for other trainings like sewing, beekeeping 
and others, in the hopes that the institution 
would benefit rural women and rural com-
munities.

JOSAIA RALAGO

INTERNET connectivity is an 
important tool for develop-
ment and that is why we are 
happy with the provision of 

the satellite system in schools by the 
Government.
This has allowed villages surround-

ing the school to access internet, a 
fact that 42-year-old Sereana Ratolo 
of Dawara village, which is located 
in the interior of Cakaudrove, along 
with other villagers have whole-
heartedly welcomed.
The villagers have been able to get 

better internet connectivity for over 
a year.
Ms Ratolo said prior to this, inter-

net connection was only accessible 
after a hike to elevated areas which 
were not always reliable due to weak 
signal.
“We are located in on the border of 

Cakaudrove and Bua, and in an inte-
rior location where telecommunica-
tion has always been a barrier, the 
introduction of the satellite system 
for Dawara District School, has al-
lowed us access the internet to com-
municate with loved ones, contact 
medical officers for emergencies, 
submit reports, fill out forms online 
instead of travelling to urban areas 
and be kept abreast with the rest of 

the world,” she said.
 “This initiative has not only ben-

efitted students and teachers at the 
school, but the community as a 
whole.
 “I think it is an essential part of to-

day’s society because of the techno-
logical era that we now live in.”
The mother of three recently grad-

uated with an Entrepreneurship 
Certificate through the collabora-
tion between the Nai Soqosoqo 
Vakamarama ITaukei Cakaudrove 
and the United States Embassy Eco-
nomic Recovery Project, with 60 
other participants from the province.
 “The classes were held over zoom 

in a span of 11 months and it’s com-
pletion was only made possible by 
the internet satellite system present 
in the school,” Ms Ratolo said.
 “This Government incentive has 

opened doors for us rural women, 
we are able to learn new things, use 
the internet as a marketing tool for 
our products and to continue learn-
ing through courses like this - and we 
are able to conduct all these from the 
comfort of our homes.
“This also ensures that no one is left 

behind in the country and I would 
like to thank the Government, and 
organisations who work tirelessly 
to ensure the empowerment of rural 
women.”

JOSAIA RALAGO

LABASA Municipal Market vendors 
will no longer miss out on the ‘info-
tainment’ that many markets around 
the country now enjoy after the launch 

of Walesi TV and Wi-Fi Hotspot in their market 
recently.
This was part of the Fijian Government’s $14.6m 

budget that was allocated to Walesi to fund the 
completion of the country’s digital switchover 
project as well as the continuation of installing 
free Wi-Fi hotspot access and community con-
nectivity to Walesi TV. 
Serving at the Labasa market as a vendor for the 

past 35 years, Amrika Prasad said this would en-
sure that they could watch the news and sports 
from the comfort of their tables.
 “I have been a vendor here for 35 years and for 

the first time, I can see that the Government has 
greatly assisted us through the provision of the 
Walesi and Wi-Fi hotspot here at the market to 
ensure that we remain connected with the rest of 
the world,” the 65-year-old said.
 “The free Wi-Fi hotspot would ensure that we 

could do business online especially when dealing 
with people in Suva or Lautoka, who we usually 
sell grog to.
“These two initiatives will greatly benefit ven-

dors at the Labasa Market and I would like to 
thank the Government for including us in this 
program.”
Similar sentiments were also expressed by fel-

low vendor, Mereseini Veilewayaki, who said 
that the provision of Walesi TV and Wi-Fi en-
sures that they were not left behind in a progress-
ing technological era.
“Since everything is online and in order to be up 

to date with current affairs, we need to be watch-
ing the news and this incentive ensures that we 
could do this from our market tables,” Ms Veile-
wayaki said.
 “Some of these vendors would leave their ta-

bles early to go watch the games at their homes, 
but now they could conduct business while doing 
watching the games.”
Attorney-General and Minister for Communica-

tions, Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum, while officiating at 
the launch, highlighted that progressively more 
municipal markets and public spots would have 
free Wi-Fi hotspots and Walesi TV to allow Fiji-
ans access e-services, information and entertain-
ment.
A total of 11 television sets were installed at the 

Labasa Market.
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Minister for Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation, Rosy Akbar, during a recent visit to the 
construction site of the Fiji Vocational Barefoot Vocational Training College in Nadogo, Macuata 

Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO

Sereana Ratolo of Dawara Village in Cakaudrove has hailed the Goverment for 
allowing internet access in her village. Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO

Vendors at the Labasa Municipal Market during the launch of the Walesi TV and free WiFi Hotpsot. 
Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO

Fiji Barefoot College for rural women

Rural woman hail 
internet satellite systemWalesi and WiFi hotspots 

for Labasa Market



JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

A DESIRE to be self-reliant and to con-
tribute to worthy causes was the main rea-
son for 15 women of Naceva Village on 
Cicia Island forming a women’s group for 
income generation.
Known as the Nakorolevu VCO Women’s 

Group, the outfit specialises in manufactur-
ing Virgin Coconut Oil (VCO).
Group secretary Sotia Kacimaiwai, while 

describing their beginning, said the women 
were all driven to find a source of income.
“That was in 2013 and just as well a team 

from the Secretariat of the Pacific Commu-
nity (SPC) was in Cicia to conduct VCO 
workshops and training,” Ms Kacimaiwai 
said.
“We attended one of the trainings and 

learned a lot which only furthers our deter-
mination to be successful.”
The women began their VCO business 

from that training and started generating 
income for the group and their families.
“We initially marketed our VCO locally 

and later through relatives in Suva but we 
knew we will get there.” 
“Life on the island is hard. The boat vis-

its only once a month and stock normally 
are just about depleted when the boat from 
Suva calls in and the cycle starts again.”
“We also feel obligated towards our chil-

dren and to meet their educational needs 
as we deem their education paramount and 
must remain a priority for us mothers,” Ms 
Kacimaiwai explains.
With the group generating revenue and 

their focus set on bigger things, the women 
decided that a working house will be their 
next project and the winds of success were 
behind them all along.
The women were able to build a house of 

their own and operated from it for some 
time until a hindrance became obvious. 
“We can only work during the day and 

the night fuel for our lamps is limited,” Ms 
Kacimaiwai said.
“We thus turned to the island-based agri-

culture field officer, Cama Tuidalevodra, 
and discussed ways the ministry can assist 
with our project. By now it is two fold; one 
is for new VCO equipment and the second, 
solar power for our working house.”
She further said it was crucial to have a 

well-lit building as it ensures cleanliness 
and better products can only be made when 
they have quality, clean raw materials and 
are well equipped.
Mr Tuidalevodra was all praise for the 

Naceva women.
“I’ve always advised farmers on the island 

and groups such as the Naceva women that 
Government will assist those who have 
taken steps to develop themselves and, in 
this instance, the women have not only 
started a business but have also formed a 
cooperative with the idea to diversify their 
business,” he said.
The Ministry of Agriculture intervened 

and the women received VCO equipment 
worth $5,000 and a few months later their 
house was equipped with solar-powered 
electricity.
Divisional Commissioner Eastern, Vitale 

Varo, recently handed over the equipment 
and commissioned the home-based solar 

system with Government funding to the 
tune of $10,000.
“The Government fully supports the de-

velopment of women and has an initiative 
in place to support women venture into 
business,” Mr Varo said.
“What we are witnessing here today is the 

result of a vision that was put into plan and 
worked to become a reality.”
“The move by the women of this village 

will rekindle business opportunities by 
establishing a cooperative and diversified 
into the sales of frozen goods thus bringing 
a much-needed service to their very own 
doorstep.”
“This is also one way of luring your fel-

low villagers who have moved to urban 
centres in search of economic opportuni-
ties to return to the village and venture into 
businesses of their own.”
Ms Kacimaiwai further added, “It won’t 

end here though as we have plans to diver-
sify further and become a one-stop shop”.
Naceva is one of the five villages on Cicia 

with the four others being Tarukua, Mabu-
la, Naceva, and Lomaji. 
Cicia was declared an organic island in 

2013 with a monitoring program in place 
to ensure strict adherence to the initiative. 

AZARIA FAREEN

THE Fijian Government’s vi-
sion of encouraging Fijians 
towards becoming job crea-
tors continues to be a success 

since the launch of its Young Entrepre-
neurship Scheme (YES) under the Min-
istry of Commerce, Trade, Tourism and 
Transport (MCTTT).
In commending the initiative and re-

ceiving $30,000 in grant, recipient of 
YES, Dhirish Kumar, said “the MCTTT 
found my idea to be innovative, viable 
and provided me with the grant to assist 
my business”.
 “I found out about YES during my ter-

tiary education where I used to research 
a few business ideas and applied for as-
sistance twice previously with different 
proposals which were unsuccessful,” Mr 

Kumar said.
 “I had few options and researched on 

some ideas and during the COVID-19 
pandemic my sibling used to play a lot 
of tactical games which gave me the idea 
of doing this in Fiji and which brought 
the business “Paintball Pacific” to Life.”
 “We have guns, paintballs and masks 

which are imported while the chest 
guards are made locally and we are 
trying to see how we can manufacture 
something like this in Fiji, in particular 
the paintball,” he added. 
Paintball Pacific is a mock battleground 

where teams can shoot at each other us-
ing a gun which shoots paintballs.  
“I refined my business idea for two-

years and after getting the grant, I man-
aged to set-up the playground within 
two-weeks on land with a three-year 
lease which we plan to extend,” Mr Ku-

mar said. 
“Students play video games such as 

Garena Free Fire, Far Cry, Call of Duty 
and PUBG on their phones a lot so we 
are trying to do something similar ex-
cept instead of using bullets, we use 
paintballs.” 
Paintball Pacific is situated in Vatu-

waqa and has been attracting a lot of 
people since it opened four-months ago 
and where players enjoy taking part in a 
fast combat session.
The former teacher encourages peo-

ple to find out how this game is played 
and take advantage of discounts through 
their social media platforms, do the nec-
essary bookings and participate with 
their family or friends. The minimum 
number of participants is eight so there 
are four people per team.
 “The paintball game is particularly for 

the working people as it gives them an 
outlet to destress which in turn increases 
their productivity,” he said.
Expanding on future plans, the 30-year-

old added, “Our new play area is situat-
ed in 10-miles, is eight times bigger than 
the Vatuwaqa area and where players 
can take their time to do target practice 
and also snipe as we will have a sniper 
tower situated in a jungle and warzone 
themed playground”.
 “I encourage the budding entrepre-

neurs to stick to one idea and keep pol-
ishing it until you are satisfied and then 
apply for grants to set up your business,” 
Mr Kumar advised. 
To apply for the YES grant, applicants 

need to be between the age of 18 to 40 
years to qualify for up to $30,000 to 
start or expand their original business 
concepts.
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Divisional Commissioner Eastern, Vitale Varo, 
handing over the equipment and commissioning the 

home-based solar system on Cicia Island recently. 
PHOTO: JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

Dhirish Kumar (second from right) poses for a photo with a group of eight enthusiastic participants ready for battle at the Paintball Pacific arena in Vatuwaqa. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

Naceva women work towards bettering lives 

Paintball Pacific turns into a reality with YES



JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

MORE than 80 households in both Malo-
malo and Naidiri villages in the Tikina of 
Malomalo, in Nadroga, are grateful to the 
Government for an improved water reticu-

lation system.
Commissioned by the Minister for Infrastructure and 

Meteorological Services, Jone Usamate, recently, the 
new water system cost the Government $737,000 and in-
cludes a 90,000-litre water storage tank to cater for both 
villages.
Minister Usamate told villagers that the supply of clean 

and sustainable water to each household was one of the 
Government’s top priorities.
“Water also contributes to national development and our 

personal growth,” he said.
“When we have good clean water in our homes and 

communities, it is also our stepping stone to improved 
hygiene and better health.”
Minister Usamate said that the right to safe and clean 

drinking water in adequate quantities was enshrined un-
der Section 36 of the 2013 Fijian Constitution.
“To achieve this, Government has set a target under the 

country’s five-year to 20-year National Development 
Plan for all Fijians to have access to safe and clean drink-

ing water by 2030,” he added.
The new metered water system was a project of the Wa-

ter Authority of Fiji and helps in fulfilling the Govern-
ment’s stance to leave no one behind in the overall devel-
opment of our nation.
Malomalo village headman, Semi Tanikili, was thank-

ful to the Government for the provision of clean and safe 
water. 
“The women raised the issue during one of our village 

meetings, expressing concern about the hardship they 
face in finding water every day,” Mr Tanikili said.
“We formally requested Government assistance for a 

new and improved water supply system through the Pro-
vincial Administrator’s office, and the Government heard 
us.”
“Naidiri village was also included in the infrastructural 

development and we are happy that our water woes are 
now a thing of the past.”
Also expressing her delight, Asinate Navahua of Naidiri 

village, said the daily search for water was now over for 
women of both villages.
“Water is part of our daily lives, and this new metered 

system by the Government is a blessing for us all as we 
now can access piped clean water within the confines of 
our homes.”

SHEENAL CHARAN 

THE Fijian Government’s priority is to 
raise the productivity of micro, small and 
medium enterprises (MSMEs) by invest-
ing in capabilities needed for the future.

This was highlighted by the Minister for Com-
merce, Trade, Tourism and Transport, Faiyaz Koya, 
while presenting business training certificates to 19 
participants at the Fiji Arts Council office recently.
While acknowledging the crafters for their efforts, 

Minister Koya encouraged them to register their 
businesses under the ‘Fijian Made – Buy Fijian’ 
brand.
“Entrepreneurship, particularly women entrepre-

neurs, in Fiji has shown promising progress over the 
years -- this is due to the proper business environ-
ment and support provided to MSMEs,” Minister 
Koya said. 
“With your creative talents that allure one’s atten-

tion, it needs to be recognised and acknowledged 
that it is locally made,” he said.
“Most importantly, with the increase of cruise ships 

on our shores, it is your opportunity to showcase 

your talent with the added recognition of the Fijian 
crafted emblem on your product.
“With the emblem onto your product, it represents 

your hard work and effort in achieving economic 
empowerment. With commitment, partnership and a 
lot of national pride, we have the ability to produce 
world-class products and enhance the Fijian Made 
brand and what it represents.”
He added till date, the Ministry has registered over 

700 businesses and approximately 6,000 products 
were registered under the brand.
Minister Koya said they were hoping to roll out 

more similar trainings in the Western and Northern 
Divisions, focusing on crafters.
Minister Koya acknowledged the role crafts play in 

carrying culture- “most treasured parts of our iden-
tity”- forward.
Apart from providing a series of business training 

on business costing, cash flow and marketing plan, 
the Ministry also looks after the ‘Fijian Made–Buy 
Fijian’ Brand – a national brand that businesses can 
leverage. 
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Minister for Infrastructure and Meteorological Services, Jone Usamate with Malomalo and Naidiri villages in the Tikina of Malomalo, 
in Nadroga after the commissioning of the improved water reticulation system. Photo: SUPPLIED

Minister for Commerce, Trade, Tourism and Transport, Faiyaz Koya, presents 
business training certificates to 19 participants at the Fiji Arts Council office 

recently Photo: SUPPLIED

Government ends water woes 
for Malomalo villages

Minister Koya urges crafters to add recognition to products

Plans in place 
to make Suva 
Handicraft Centre a 
tourist destination
SHEENAL CHARAN

PLANS are in place to make the Suva Handicraft 
Centre a tourist destination.
This was highlighted by the Minister for Local 

Government, Premila Kumar while visiting the 
Suva handicraft centre recently.
She said the cruise liners had started coming to the Suva 

Port and it was imperative that stakeholders are prepared 
to receive the tourist and to promote Suva as a destination.

Furthermore, Minister Kumar said the Suva City Council 
had carried out an assessment of the market space and they 
were now working on a number of activities to promote 
Suva Handicraft Centre as a tourist destination, particu-
larly the tourists coming out of cruise liners.
This includes the:
·       	 Re-introduction of Lali Beat programs during 

berth 
	 of Cruise Liners at the Suva Port.
·       	 Light entertainment at the market during berth of 
	 Cruise Liners at Suva Port.
·       	 Designing and distribution of brochures, both 
	 hardcopies and digital.
·       	 The formation of a joint committee that includes 
	 the Curio Vendors Association, Suva City Coun-

cil 
	 and the Fiji Police, to support and promote Suva 

as 
	 a destination.
·       	 Installation of CCTV cameras, which will com
	 mence in the coming week for the whole area, 
	 funded by the council to mainly improve the secu
	 rity and safety of the place.
Minister Kumar assured the vendors that her line Minis-

tries- Ministry of Local Government and Ministry of Edu-
cation, Heritage and Arts- will work collectively on the 
creative industry and see how they can develop it to the 
extent that it was well recognised as one of the economic 
arm in terms of creating jobs and making the families fi-
nancially sustainable. 
“It is important to promote and protect our cultural herit-

age so I think it’s a win-win situation where we protect our 
cultural heritage, but at the same time, you’re able to make 
extra money by creating new products and more products 
for trading,” she said.
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THE Ministry of Education has commended Frank Hil-
ton Organisation for supporting children with disabili-
ties, as well as their efforts in the special education sec-
tor through the Hilton Early Intervention Centre and 

the Hilton Special School.
Ministry Permanent Secretary, Dr Anjeela Jokhan, who was 

part of the handover of mobility devices for use by differently-
abled Fijian students, together with Ministry of Health perma-
nent secretary, Dr James Fong, also thanked other various cor-
porate organisations.
The assistance in the form of basic and intermediate wheel-

chairs, costing over $72,000 were received, which will greatly 
assist children afflicted with Cerebral Palsy, Muscular Dystro-
phy, Delayed Development, Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus. 
This acquisition of the devices was made possible by the gen-

erous donations by Bluewater Real Estate, Goodman Fielder, 
Standss South Pacific Zaggles Investment and Pacific Customs 
Agencies Ltd-Logistics.
Dr Jokhan thanked Frank Hilton for caring for the needs of some 

of the most vulnerable young Fijians. 
“I assure you the smiles that you will bring to these faces holds 

true value and knowing that you have helped change many lives 
is fulfilling indeed,” she said.

In the past five years, the Frank Hilton Organisation has sup-
ported 174 children. 
The wheelchairs will be fitted according to prescription for chil-

dren being referred through special schools, hospitals, and iden-
tified in the community, at no cost.
“Mobility devices open up vistas for differently abled students 

with access to education and extracurricular activities in school, 
providing a holistic learning experience and fulfilling our vision 
of leaving no Fijian child behind,” Dr Jokhan said.
“Special and inclusive education has always been a priority of 

the Government and the Ministry of Education. There are 17 
special education schools in the country with 1082 students and 
46 special and inclusive education schools with around 365 stu-
dents.”
Frank Hilton provides a range of early detection and interven-

tion programmes through their five key departments - the Audi-
ology, Physiotherapy and Speech Pathology, Positive Behaviour 
Support and Community Support Departments.
Jope Liloma, a wheelchair technician, said the mobility devices 

will provide clients with better postural support, assist in moving 
around and most of all, recipients will get to enjoy life.

(Source: Ministry of Education, Heritage and Arts)

The Ministry of Education has 
called for applications for Trans-
port Assistance for Students for 
the 2023 Academic Year. 

All students in Years 1-13 whose parents’/
guardians’ combined household income is 
$16,000 or less, are eligible to apply for 
transport assistance.
The Ministry will be piloting an optional 

online transport assistance application 
process for students in Years 10-13 for 
the 2023 Academic Year where parents/
guardians can register and apply for trans-
port assistance using a new online Parent/
Guardian portal. 
This was in line with the Ministry’s mod-

ernisation strategy which includes the in-
creasing use of online platforms. 
The online Parent/Guardian portal will 

offer a more streamlined application pro-
cess for families and schools and provide 
improved communication to parents/
guardians on the status of their children’s 
transport applications. 
The online Parent/Guardian portal can 

be found at studentparentsportal.edu.gov.
fj. Instructions for applying online can 
be found on the portal, together with the 
information on the documents that are 
required to be uploaded with the applica-
tion.
It is recognised that some families with 

students in Years 10-13 will not have in-
ternet access and/or email addresses to 
register and apply online. Therefore, it 
will still be possible for these families to 
submit a paper application for transport 
assistance.
Parents/Guardians for students in Years 

1-9 for the 2023 Academic Year are re-
quired to only submit paper applications 
for transport assistance to schools. 
The online transport application process 

will be offered to students in Years 1-9 at 
a later stage. 
Parents/Guardians must ensure that 

they submit an online application or pa-
per Transport Application to their child’s 
school with all the required supporting 
documentation by 9 December 2022. 
More details on the application process 

for the 2023 application process can be 
obtained from your child’s school.
The Government is providing $33m in 

transport assistance to students for the 
2022/2023 financial year. The free trans-
port initiative is an attempt by the Fijian 
Government to reduce the financial bur-
den on parents who are unable to afford 
the transportation costs involved in send-
ing their children to school. 
This will ensure equal access to quality 

education for all Fijian students from Pri-
mary, Secondary and Vocational Schools. 
For further queries, please contact the 

Transport Assistance Helpdesk at email 
ta.helpdesk@govnet.gov.fj 

(Source: Ministry of Education, Heritage 
and Arts)

MINISTER for Women, 
Children and Poverty Al-
leviation, Rosy Akbar, has 
urged parents and guard-

ians to be a positive force in the lives of 
their children. 
Speaking at the Ratu Ravuama Vuni-

valu Kindergarten graduation in Mokani 
Village, which provides access to qual-
ity education for 41 children from seven 
nearby villages, Minister Akbar said chil-
dren were “a precious gift from God” and 
it was very important that parents, guard-
ians and communities provide them with 
the necessary love and care. 
“I am a mother and a grandmother as well 

as a Minister. We, as parents and grand-
parents, are such a key and positive force 
in the life of a child, and I applaud you 
all for coming here today to celebrate the 
steps of your children in life’s journey”.
Minister Akbar said that the Fijian Gov-

ernment has been consistent through the 
national budgetary process, investing mil-
lions into the education sector. 
“Education goes a long way and investing 

in education is one of the most important 
ways in which we can improve our world. 
Access to quality education leads to a 

reduction in poverty, increases income 
and economic growth, and increases the 
chances for one to have a healthy life.”
“Having access to education can provide 

children, who have been marginalised 
by poverty, ethnicity, disability, location 
or gender, with the means to engage in 
academia. Early childhood education is 
a critical step in the development and 
learning of a child, preparing them for 
their future.”
She added that graduation ceremonies 

are important because they allow our 
children to reflect on their outstanding 
achievements and celebrate a year of 
friendship and learning. 
“The Fijian Government upholds your 

right to education therefore, I would like 
to encourage you all to strive always for 
your dreams and what you believe in.”
“I encourage everyone present here that 

we need a collective effort in building 
our children through good values as the 
children present here are the foundations 
of our beloved country. Teaching them to 
behave respectfully towards each other 
and their parents and teachers, to embrace 
diversity, and to solve problems through 
thoughtful negotiation, is critically im-

portant for social cohesion and a peaceful 
future for Fiji.”
“Children are the leaders of tomorrow. 

Let us ensure we give them all the skills 
they need to lead their families and Fiji 
forward,” Minister Akbar said.

(Source: Ministry of Women, Children 
and Poverty Alleviation)

The Ministry of Education permanent secretary, Dr Anjeela Jokhan, during the handover of mobility devices for use by differently-abled Fijian students, 
together with Ministry of Health and the Frank Hilton Organisation. Photo: SUPPLIED

Minister for Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation, 
Rosy Akbar with a student from Ratu Ravuama 

Vunivalu Kindergarten in Mokani during their 
graduation ceremony held recently. 

Photo: SUPPLIED



THE humane impulse to assist and em-
power others that motivates volunteers 
rebounds back to them in the form of 
an enriched life.

While speaking at the opening of the Internation-
al Volunteer Day celebrations held at Holiday Inn 
Suva recently, the Ministry of Youth and Sports 
permanent secretary, Rovereto Nayacalevu, said 
volunteers offer life skills while expanding their 
own know-how.

International Volunteer Day, which was cel-
ebrated on December 5 annually, recognises and 
promotes the tireless work, not just of UN Volun-
teers, but of volunteers across the globe.
He said that volunteers are the lifeblood of the 

communities and there was incredible diversity in 
the community and voluntary sector. 
They provide an array of services and activities 

that are vital to the social, economic, environmen-
tal and cultural wellbeing of Fiji and the Pacific.
 “When an earthquake destroys homes, volun-

teers prove that human solidarity is shatterproof. 
When looters aim for cultural property, volunteers 
safeguard community treasures. When develop-
ment is lagging, volunteers help enable people to 
lift themselves out of poverty.”
He added that volunteers provide so many vital 

services to support communities both individual-
ly and in organisations working on specific issues 
or with population groups such as young people, 
older people or people with disabilities.
He said the Fijian Government recognised that 

volunteers are found in wide-ranging spheres of 
activity.
The 2022 International Volunteer Day celebrated 

the theme: “Solidarity through Volunteering”.
The campaign “Together, act now” encourages 

unity and urgent action and drives outreach aimed 
at promoting, mobilising and advocating for vol-
unteerism as well as recognizing the invaluable 
contribution of volunteers worldwide.
Also in attendance was the Resident Representa-

tive of UNDP Pacific Levan Bouadze.

(Source: Ministry of Youth and Sports)

A NEW group of 40 
selected Fijian work-
ers were urged to be 
dedicated and focused 

on their work to achieve their set 
goals and to provide opportunities 
for other potential Fijian work-
ers to participate under the Pa-
cific Australia Labour Mobility 
(PALM scheme).
This advice was given by Minis-

try of Employment, Productivity 
and Industrial Relation’s director 
for National Occupational Health 
and Safety Service, Tomasi Kama.
“When setting your goals, re-

member the people that you are 
leaving behind and who are count-
ing on you to provide for them,” 
Mr Kama said.
“Your vanua, your Government 

and your families have faith in 
you, that you will perform your 
work to the best of your abilities 
and also that you will abide by 
your contractual agreements that 
you have signed.”
“When you perform your best 

and fulfil what is required by your 
employer, you are creating more 

opportunities for other potential 
Fijian workers,” Mr Kama said.
“You, being selected today is due 

to the good performance of the 
previous Fijian groups deployed 
under the scheme, therefore you 
must do the same for others who 
have registered and are waiting in 
the work ready pool,” Mr Kama 
added.
Mr Kama, on behalf of the Fi-

jian Government, expressed deep 
appreciation to the returning five 
approved employers namely 
Fruitco, SW Labour Solutions, 
Pickers and Pruners, Labour So-
lutions Australia (LAS) and Plant 
Grow Pick (PGP) for having faith 
in Fijian workers and believing in 
our people as well as the opportu-
nity to assist Fijians through em-
ployment opportunities under the 
Pacific Australia Labour Mobility 
Scheme.

(Source: Ministry of Employ-
ment, Productivity and Industrial 
relations)

LACK of access to sexual and re-
productive health services con-
tributes to gender inequalities, 
discrimination, violence and dis-

empowerment.
This was highlighted by Ministry of Youth 

and Sports permanent secretary, Rovereto 
Nayacalevu, while officiating at the open-
ing of the Annual Family Life Education 
Pacific Conference held at the Warwick Fiji 
Resort last week.
The two-day conference was aimed at 

consolidating gains made in advancing 
Family Life Education (FLE), also referred 
to as Comprehensive Sexuality Education 
(CSE), through sharing good practices, in-
novations, evidence-based approaches and 
strengthening of its monitoring and evalu-
ation.
Mr Nayacalevu said there was a need for 

a comprehensive sexuality education road-
map and gender-responsive and rights-
based healthcare.
“But we also need to improve the legal 

and justice system, the education system, 

the political system, and the labour market 
and financial system to deliver for young 
people,” he said.
“Delegates and all participating stakehold-

ers, I hope that we use the next two days to 
share our respective experiences and delib-
erate extensively on key issues around CSE 
and agree together with all relevant stake-
holders on key issues that will need to form 
the basis of benchmarking the next steps 
forward in this process,” he said.
“It is my hope that you take back key learn-

ings that we could all utilise in updating our 
respective agencies’ strategic development 
plans and align this to National Develop-
ment Plans.”
He said Comprehensive Sexuality Educa-

tion was gender sensitive therefore gender 
equality, women’s rights and women’s em-
powerment were central to the discourse.
The conference, which was organised by 

the United Nations Population Fund (UNF-
PA), brought together 70 participants from 
eight Pacific countries namely Samoa, Va-
nuatu, Fiji, Federated States of Micronesia, 

Republic of 
Marshall Is-
lands, Tonga, 
Solomon Is-
lands and Kiri-
bati.
It also saw 

participation of 
regional techni-
cal and devel-
opment part-
ners including 
the European 
Union as the 
main donor along with the Australian De-
partment of Foreign Affairs and Trade and 
New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade.
UNFPA director  for the Pacific, Iori Kato, 

said that FLE or CSE was so much be-
yond just sexuality or sex  as it  prepared 
the young people to go through the tran-
sition from adolescence into adulthood, 
when their bodies also goes through lots 
of changes physically and mentally, in a 

safe and healthy and manner, so that they 
become civic, responsible, productive, and 
happy adults when they grow up and make 
meaningful contributions to the socio-eco-
nomic development and poverty reduction 
of their family, community, and the entire 
country. 
“The scope and potential of FLE is enor-

mous and so important.”

 (Source: Ministry of Youth and Sports)
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Ministry of Youth and Sports permanent secretary, Rovereto Nayacalevu with other participants during the commemoration 
of the International Volunteer Day held at Holiday Inn Suva recently. Photo: SUPPLIED

The new group of 40 selected Fijian workers selected for work under the Pacific 
Australia Labour Mobility (PALM scheme) with staff of the Ministry of Employment, 

Productivity and Industrial Relations. Photo: SUPPLIED

Participants at the Annual Family Life Education Pacific Conference held at the Warwick 
Fiji Resort last week. Photo: SUPPLIED

40 selected Fijian workers 
urged to focus on goals and 
create job opportunities

International Volunteer Day
acknowledges contribution to society

FLE Pacific Conference addresses gender issues

They empower communities 
while earning a sense of personal 
fulfilment at having 

made a difference in our 
world 

Mr Nayacalevu said
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PRASHILA DEVI

“OUR constitutional role is 
clear and for you to carry 
out your constitutional role 
you must position your-

selves in an elevated position having a periph-
eral view of the situation at hand.”
The President, Ratu Wiliame Katonivere, while 

inaugurating the new Republic of Fiji Military 
Forces Memorial Chapel at the RFMF Force 
Training Group at the Queen Elizabeth Bar-
racks in Nabua recently, reminded officers that 

in terms of elevation, the RFMF represents truth, 
integrity and uprightness. 
 “We have journeyed through some of Fiji’s 

toughest times and the RFMF has consistently 
stood by these institutional values,” the Head of 
State said.
President Katonivere said the new Chapel 

signifies essential areas of focus - which are 
change, newness and elevation – these are a 
change in mindset, priorities, perspectives and 
importantly, in spirituality. 
 “Its newness, allows for the introduction of 

new ideals and philosophies which can be chal-

lenging as it goes against the status quo.” 
He also touched upon the RFMF’s five-year 

strategic plan which stresses the introduction of 
a new and reformed RFMF that charters a new 
direction and navigates the course of the organi-
sation during these challenging times.
The role of the Methodist Church of Fiji in the 

provision of pastoral care to the RFMF since 
World War 1 was also commended by President 
Katonivere.
 “The deployed chaplains that were within the 

ranks of the RFMF provided spiritual guidance 
for the men and women of the service during 

deployment, I, personally relied on this spiritual 
guidance during my deployments until today,” 
he said.
The old chapel was built in the late 1980’s and 

the foundation of the old chapel has become the 
platform on which this new chapel sits.
The new chapel also serves as a memorial for 

members of the force who passed on and those 
that served in the various missions overseas 
through the two world wars and other regional 
and Middle Eastern conflicts.

jj
President reminds 

officers of RFMF values 

 The President, Ratu Wiliame Katonivere, inaugurated the new Republic of Fiji Military Forces Memorial Chapel at the RFMF Force Training Group at the Queen Elizabeth Barracks in Nabua recently.  The President, Ratu Wiliame Katonivere, inaugurated the new Republic of Fiji Military Forces Memorial Chapel at the RFMF Force Training Group at the Queen Elizabeth Barracks in Nabua recently. Photo: Photo: SUPPLIEDSUPPLIED



VINAKA NA TUVAKI NI BULA E 
TAILEVU: PM BAINIMARAMA

JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA 

E sa dolava oti e 13 na Bose ni 
Yasana na noda Liuliu ni Matan-
itu o Josaia Voreqe Bainimarama 
ka sa ka ika14 na Bose ni Yasana 

vakaturaga o Tailevu ka vakayacori e na 
koro o Naisausau e na Tikina o Namara e 
na ika24 ni siga ni vula ko Noveba.
Vakaraitaka kina na noda Paraiminisita sa 

levu sara na cakacaka ni vei-vaka-torocake-
taki sa qaravi ena loma ni Yasana o Tailevu 
me vaka ga na veiyasana kece e Viti.
 “E dina ni’u gone ni Yasana, ia na veiqar-

avi ni nomuni Matanitu e sega ni vaka-
duiduitaka e dua na uma-tamata se dua 
na mata-vanua,” e kaya ko Paraiminisita 
Bainimarama.
 “Mai na 2014 me yacova na 2021, sa 

sivia na $272 na Milioni na Dola sa vaka-

torocake-taki kina na yasana o Tailevu.” 
 “E keitou na raica me yacovi kemuni 

taucoko na lewenivanua o Tailevu kei na 
veivanua e Viti na veiqaravi ni Matanitu.”
 “Sa levu na veiqaravi ni Matanitu, ia 

na tikina ga au gadreva moni kila oya na 
yasana o Tailevu sa vaka-dinadina-taka na 
vei-vaka-torocake-taki e qarava na nomuni 
Matanitu,” e kaya na Liuliu ni Matanitu. 
“Sa vinaka sara na ituvaki ni bula me 

vakatau-vatani ena veigauna sa oti.”
Na nomuni Matanitu e rogoca na domo-

muni, ke rawa ni qarava, ena yalataka me 
cakacaka-taka ena gauna yalataki.
 “E sega ni cala vakadua na ivosavosa ka 

vaka – “e dua ena vakabauti ga ena caka-
caka e qarava, ka sega ena levu ni vosa e 
tukuna”.
 “Qori na yavu ni noqu veiqaravi vaka-

Paraiminisita.” 

VAKARAUBUKA, 9 NI SIGA NI DISEBA, KA 16 NI TABANA, 13 NI VOLA

Noda Viti
VULA I NUQA LAILAI

Marautaki na Veivuke ki na Vunibokoi District School.
E ra marautaka na nodra sala ni taubale ka vakavaletaki na gonevuli e na Vunibokoi District School e na Tikina o Verata o Tailevu ka vakailavo taka na nodra Valenivolavola na Liuliu ni Matanitu.

Vakaitavi e na kena lai soli vakamatanitu na ivakalesilesi liu e na nodra Valenivolavola na Liuliu ni Matanitu o Moape Rokosuka.

Tiko na isau vakailavo ni veivakatorocaketaki qo e na 46 na Udolu na Dola ka sa dua dina veivuke levu vei ira na 142 na gonevuli.
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Oira na lewe ni yasana ko Cakaudrove

Na meke qo, a bulia e dua na turaga ni Nakorolevu, o Vatiliai Warai Bakalevu mai na mataqali Natavea, 
Tokatoka Naivonovono, Yavusa Toga.

E ra veivakadeitaki taki tale na noda 
Liuliu ni Matanitu o Paraiminisita 
Voreqe Bainimarama ki vei ira na 
lewe ni matabose ni yasana vatura-

ga o Ra ni dei tiko na veiliutaki e na matanitu 
ka na rogoca na domodra e na veigauna kece 
sara.
Vosa tiko na noda Liuliu ni Matanitu e na 

nodra lai dolava na bose ni yasana ka kaya ni 
sa vakayagataka oti e 74.5 na Milioni na Dola 
na matanitu e na cakacaka ni veivakatoroca-
ketaki e na loma ni yasana ka tokoni tiko kina 
na kena laveti cake na tagede ni bula e na loma 
ni yasana.
 “E toso na cakacaka ni veivakalivalivataki 

ka tiko na kena isau vakailavo e na 16 na Mil-
ioni na Dola ka semati kina na veivanua e se 
sega tu ni yacovi ira yani na livaliva.”
 “Qo e dua na cakacaka ka qai mai qarava 

ga na matanitu qo ka ra na vakadinadina-
taka na lewe ni vanua e Waimecia, Navesau, 
Tokaimalo, Delaiyadua kei Namarai,” e kaya 
ko Paraiminisita Bainimarama.
Tomana na Paraiminisita ni na vakadodonu 

taka tale ga na matanitu na iyala ni yasana ka 
mai veisautaki e na vica na yabaki sa oti.
 “Na bose edaidai, meda mai vei-talanoa-taka 

ga na ituvatuva tarava ni Yasana.”
 Ra tomana ka kaya sa da tiko qo na dua na 

Viti vou. Sa tudei na Matanitu ka ra sa vakila 
na bula sautu na lewenivanua.
 “Ena gauna qo, na Matanitu e qarava na 

lewenivanua — e sega nira veiqaravi na 
lewenivanua.”   
 “Na nodra ciqoma vaka-taucoko na leweni-

vanua na veisau qori, e ivakarai-taki ni donu 
na vanua e mua kina na Matanitu.”

Ena Lotulevu (24/11/22) ni macawa 
sa oti, a kidavaki vakavanua kina na 
iLiuliu ni Matanitu, Voreqe Bainimara 
ena idola ni Bose ni Yasana o Tailevu 
a vakayacori e Naisausau, Namara. Ena 
soqo ni veikidavaki qo, a dodo tale ga 
kina na matameke iwau ni yavusa o 
Toga e Nakorolevu me veivakamarau-
taki.
Na meke qo, a bulia e dua na turaga ni 

Nakorolevu, o Vatiliai Warai Bakalevu 
mai na mataqali Natavea, Tokatoka Na-
ivonovono, Yavusa Toga. E tukuni ni 
meke vou, buli vakatabakidua ena inaki 
qo. 
Ena rua na macawa ni vakavakarau, 

era yalovata, duavata na lewenikoro 
ena nodra sasaga me votu na irairai ni 
meke; e solevaki na kena vakarautaki, 
ka sega nira tu vakasuka na bati mera 
qarava na itavi era sa lesi kina. 
E iyaunivanua na Meke, ka basika 

votu na irairai ni yalo ni vanua, ni gui-
lecavi na duidui, me votu na veilomani, 
duavata, ina kaci ni domo ni vanua, 
me sa ia na colaivua. Era vakaitavi na 
lewenikoro kece ena kena vakacokotaki 
na meke; ka sa idivi kei Namara, ni a 
buli e dua na kena meke me baleta vaka-
tabakidua na isevu ni Bose ni Yasana 
me qaravi e Namara, ka kidavaki kina 
vakavanua na ilakolako vakamatanitu. 
Na meke iwau qo, era dui lesi kina na 

lewenikoro ina nodra itavi; o ira na cau-
ravou era mata ni meke, na marama ena 
vakarautaki ni ukukuku ni meke kei na 
ivaqa, o ira na turaga ena vuku ni vaka-
tara kei na veiqaravi raraba, bau kina na 

gone ena nodra lai tokona ka sarava na 
irairai ni meke vou e sa tuva. 
Ni qai tudonu na matanisiga ena 

Lotulevu 24 ni Noveba, sa ucu na 
matameke i rara mai Naisausau, nira 
sa wavu tu na bati, sa rogo na bole me 
voqa ena loma ni vanua. E vakarorogo 
na matanitu, me sarava na itovo vaka-
vanua matalia qo, nira sa bole na gone 
bati “….Qarivatu!!!”
O cei tale me tu vakasuka, ni sa voqa 

cake na iucu ni meke, ka tu vakadua na 
vanua me rogoca na kaci, me sarava 
na iyaunivanua mai matanataki qo –na 
meke. 
Me qai tini na meke, era sa marau, ni 

sa cava na itavi era vakavakarau tiko 
mai kina; sa ciqoma na vanua na isoli-
soli levu era mai vakaraitaka ena nodra 
meketa na ilakolako vakamatanitu, na 
turaga paraiminisita, me luva na kena 
vesa, ni sa cava na itavi; me sauvaki 
tiko kina na itikotiko vakaturaga i Toga, 
nodra vanua na Rokotuiveikau. 
Sa vakavinavinaka na Tabacakacaka 

iTaukei ina vanua ena vuku ni veisureti 
me maroroi ka vakabulabulataki na 
iyaunivanua talei qo; sa tu na vakanu-
inui nina susugi me vakavurea na bula 
ena vanua, ka basika kina na tiko vei-
saututaki. 
Vinaka Saka Vakalevu Namara.
Ula ube ni vudi meu kerei – qo e dua 

na vosavosa vakaviti; me vakaibalebale 
ina qaravi itavi ni vanua, ni rogoci ga 
na kaci ni vanua, sa ia na colaivua, sega 
tale nira dau kerei.

Ena siga Lotulevu na ika 25 ni 
Noveba kei na Vakaraubuka na 
ika26 ni Noveba 2022, era a maqu-
sa na lewe ni yasana o Cakaudrove 

ena kena sagai me vakavotukana na tatadra ni 
Komiti ni soqo ena kena sagai mera sarava na 
itovo ka rogoca na vosa ni vanua e kilai tani o 
Cakaudrove.
E ulutaga tiko ni soqo siga rua qo na Dra`i 

Veisau ̀ ei Ca`au se na Draki Veisau kei Cakau. 
Na iulutaga e vakanamata kina na Yasana ena 
sasaga ni kena maroroi, taqomaki vakavinaka 
na iyaubula vakauasivi na kena cibitaki na ito-
vo ni vanua. Qori tale ga na iulutaga era a vei-
sisivi kina vakatikina ena Serenivanua, Vucu, 
Meke, Vosa, Serekali, vaka tale ga na veisisivi 
Buiniga, iSulusulu vakavanua, Cakacakani-
liga kei na Vakatunuloa e ukutaki matau ena 
veika era dui divi kina.
Eda raica votu na nodra marautaka na soqo 

qo nira ucu mai vakatikina e loma ni rara 
mera mai vakaraitaka na nodra Meke ni va-

nua, Buiniga kei na kena isulusulu vaka kina 
na serekali kei na vosa. Era veisolevuti vaka-
vanua vakaveiwekani, eda qoroya na nodra 
vqaqacotaka ka vakadeitaka tiko na isema ni 
nodra veiwekani Vakadra na lewe ni yasana.
Ni mai cava na siga rua ni soqo, sa qai soli 

na nodra icocovi na veitikina era a qaqa ena 
veisisivi. A vakarautaka e via na icocovi na 
Tabacakacaka ni iTaukei me sala ga ni nodra 
vakavinavinakataki ena nodra vakabulabula-
taka tiko ka maroroya na veika era kilai tani 
kina. Na solevu vaqo ni yasana e dua na tiki 
ni veiqaravi ni Tabacakacaka iTaukei ka sala 
ni kena vakabulabulataki na itovo kei na vosa 
ni vanua.
Na Draki Veisau kei Cakau ka iulutaga ni 

soqo ni yasana ena yabaki qo 2022 me vaka e 
rogoci tiko ena vosa kei na serekali, sa nuidei 
na Tabacakacaka iTaukei nida na mai duavata 
ena sasaga ni kena Vakacokotaki na vuvale 
iTaukei, ina Viti vinaka!

Vakadeitaki na veiliutaki vinaka.

Na Draki Veisau kei Cakau

Meke ni Yavusa Toga
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Na cakacaka ni liga nodra na marama ni Onoilau

Ko ira na marama ni yasana ko Lau

Ni bula

Sa yabaki 50 vakacaca na tauyavu ni 
soqosoqo vakamarama ni tikina o On-
oilau. Ena lotulevu 24.11.2022, era 
vakaraitaki cakacakaniliga na marama 

ni tikina mera vakananuma na kena tauyavu na 
nodra isoqosoqo. E vakananumi na nodra bula 
na marama lewe ni soqosoqo, ira na sa liu yani, 
kei ira era se colaivua tiko ena sauvaki ni vanua 
Naduruvesi vua na goneturaga na Tui Ono. 
E talanoataka na iliuliu ni soqosoqo vakamara-

ma o Lavenia Draunivasa na nona dau vakaraici 
ira na marama mai nakoro ena nodra dau va-
karaitaki cakacakaniliga, ra sureti na vakaile-
silesi vakamatanitu mera lai sarava. Era talitali 
me qaravi ga kina na vanua. Ia ena gauna qo, sa 
votu na nodra sasaga na marama nira bucina na 
kena voli na vale na ONOILAU HALL ka toka 
e Nadera. Sa vanua ni nodra soqo, mera qarava 
kina na nodra inakinaki, ka ivurevure tudei ni 
ilavo ni sa bisinisitaki. 
Na vakaraitaki cakacakaniliga, e kune kina na 

maqosa kei na totoka ni ligadra na marama ni 
Ono. Na tabukaisi, e tali vakamatailalai ka ku-
lati vakamatau; na ikedre (iroqo ni gone), na so-

lofua, gatu, coco, vakabaji, ibe duadua, delana 
ena kena veimataqali kei na kena iserau. Bau 
kina na kesakesa, na waiwai, sasa, na ioro, sulu 
ni vakamau, bilo ni su kei na kato ni volatabu; 
na salusalu ena kena dui roka. Sa vakaraitaka na 
nodra vakavakarau vakavinaka na marama ina 
nodra siga ni Vakaraitaki Cakacakaniliga. 
Ena itukutuku ni ibe (tabukaisi), a tukuni ni a 

vakayacana o Ratu Sukuna ena nona gade i Ono. 
Dau kulati ena vau. Ni sa tevu, ena sega tale ni 
dua na ivakamalumu me davo e delana. Na tura-
ga Tui Nayau sa Bale, Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara, 
nira raica na ibe qo, era tukuna ni “sega ni ibe 
me butuki, ia e veiganiti ga me davori.” 
Sa Vakavinavinaka na Tabacakacaka iTaukei 

ina vanua Naduruvesi vua na Turaga Tui Ono 
ni nanumi me dua na nodra siga ni vakaraitaki 
cakacakaniliga na marama, ena nodra guta mera 
maroroa na nodra ibe ni vanua, na Tabukaisi. 
Sa nuitaki nina vakadewataki na kilaka ni tali 

ibe tabukaisi veiira na marama e Ono, me bula 
tiko kina na cakacakaniliga ni vanua qo.
Vinaka Saka Vakalevu.

E lai dolava na vanua ni gade vei ira na saravanua e Navunikabi e na yasana o Namosi na 
Minisita ni Saravanua o Faiyaz Koya.
Taukena na vanua ni veiqaravi e Navunikabi o Daniele Sovatabua ka marautaka na veika 

e dodoliga yani kina na matanitu ka tiko na kena isau vakai lavo e na 24 na Udolu na Dola.
Sa rawa kina me toso tale na veiqaravi e Navunikabi e na nodra qaravi na dau saravanua.

NA tiki ni siga ni veidigidigi ena Tiseba 
14m ni 2022 e siga namaki veikeda kece na 
lewenivanua e Viti. Baleta ni oqo na siga 
namaki kina meda veidigidigitaka kina na 
noda mata kina Bose Lawa levu kei Viti, 
ka vakakina na kena digitaki na liuliu vou 
ni noda matanitu me vaka na kena ivakarau 
ni oti e va na yabaki ni veiliutaki vakama-
tanitu. Era sa veivakananumi tiko kina na 
liuliu ni tabana ni veidigidigi ko Mohamed 
Shaneem meda maka taka na Tiseba 14 ni 
siga ni veidigidigi.
Na veika edodonu mera vakarautaka na 

tabana oqo era sa vakayacora kece sara 
vakamatau me baleta na siga namaki oqo. 
Esa na qai vo walega na itavi ni leweniva-
nua mera vakayacora nodra itavi, yaco yani 
vakalewevu ena vanua ni veidigidigi era sa 
volai kina ka mera laki tauca na nodra di-
gidigi.
Era sa kacivaka talega na liuliu ni tabana 

ni veidigidigi, Mohamed Saneem na nodra 

dui naba ni veidigidigi na mata mai na 
veisoqosoqo vakapolitiki era sa vakacu-
ruma main a yacadra ka sa vakadonui mera 
vakaitavi talega ena veididigi.
Sa namaki talega nira na solia na nodra 

veitokoni na veimata soqosoqo ni politiki 
vua na tabana ni veidigidigi ena kena vaka-
muria vakavinaka sara ba law ani veiqaravi 
ena veidigidigi me vaka esa vauci tu vakal-
awa ni noda vanua.
Sa tiko talega na vakanananu kei vakama-

masu vei ira lewenivanua kece saraga mera 
na dau vakamuria Vinaka ka rokova talega 
na nodra itutu na ivakalesilesi ni tabana ni 
veidigidigi era na veiqaravi tiko ena siga 
bibi oqori.
Era na veiqaravi veivolekati talega kina na 

tabana ni ovisa ena kena yadravi vakavina-
ka na tuvatuva kece sara ni veidigidigi me 
yacova na kena mai vakacavari Vinaka.

E ciqomi na veitokoni ni 4 na 
Tikina e na Yatu Lau e na vuku 
ni tuvatuva sa navunavu tiko 
kina na matanitu me baleta na 

vakatabui ni 8.26 na pasede na qoliqoli e 
na wasawasa vaka Lau.
Ni oti na veivakararamataki ka vakaya-

cori ena 4 na Tikina o Lomaloma, Muale-
vu, Cicia kei Nayau e laurai ni sa qai mata 
ki vei ira na lewe ni vanua na veivanua 
eso e na sa navuci koto me na vakatabui.
Vakaraitaka na turaga na Tui Cicia o 

Ratu Metuisela Lutu ni marautaka vaka-
levu na veivosaki e lai qaravi yani e na 
koro o Tarukua ni dolava na nodra rai e 
na veika sa tuvatuva ka kina na matanitu.
 “Taumada au marautaka vakalevu ni ra 

liutaka sara tiko ga mai na ilakolako na 
turaga na Talai Veivuke kei ira na ivakale-
silesi liu e na veitabana vakamatanitu ka 
matata vinaka na veika e mai vakaraitaki 
ki vei keimami.”
 “Na yanuyanu o Cicia e sa vakatokai tu 

me ‘organic’ ka keimami dei tiko ni vaka-

tatabu qo, dina ni na vakayacori e na daku 
ni tuba, e na mai vakilai e na neimami 
qoliqoli ka keimami dau kana mai kina,” 
e kaya na turaga na Tui Cicia. 
Tokona na rai ya o Nacanieli Vuli e na 

koro o Levukana e Vanua Balavu ka kaya 
gauna e rogo taumada yani kina ki vei ira 
na irogorogo o ya e ra nuiqawaqa ka ni 
nodra qoliqoli e vurevure ni kakana ki vei 
ira.
 “E dua na ka vinaka e ra mai vakaya-

cora qo na ivakalesilesi ka ni dolava na 
neimami rai na lewe ni yanuyanu ko Va-
nua Balavu ka sa tokoni kina na sasaga 
yaga qo,” e kaya ko Vuli.
E vaka tale ga kina na rai nei Koresi 

Ledua e na koro o Narocivo e Nayau.
 “I mada e keimami sega sara ni namaka 

me na vaka qo na kena irairai.”
 “Kevaka e da nanumi ira dina na weka-

da, o ira na luveda e ra na muri keda mai, 
sa kena gauna vinaka I me da tokona na 
vakasama vinaka e sa tuvatuva ka kina a 
weta matanitu.”

Vakaraitaki Cakacakaniliga ni 
Soqosoqo ni Marama ni Tikina Onoilau

Toso na sasaga nei Daniele

Digidigi ena Siga ni Veidigidigi Tiseba 14

Tokoni na tuvatuva ni 
vakatabui ni qoliqoli
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Vakabulabulataki ni Tali ibe Kula Voivoi Bose ni yasana ko Tailevu
Ena ika24 ni siga ni vula o Okotova a 

vakayacori kina na vuli ni Vakabu-
labulataki ni Vuku iTaukei ena koro 
o Nasesara, na tikina o Moturiki 

ena yasana o Lomaiviti. Na inaki ni veiqaravi 
qo oya na kena sagai me vakawaci na vuku ka 
taukena na vanua. 
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E ra soqo e na reki kei na marau na 
lewe ni koro e rua o Malomalo 
kei Naidiri e na tikina o Malo-
malo e Nadroga e na kena sa 

dola vakamatanitu na nodra veivakatoro-
caketaki ni wai ka dodoliga yani kina na 
matanitu.
Vakayacori na soqo qo e na siga Varaubu-

ka na ika 2 ni siga ni vula qo ka a vakaitavi 
kina na Minisita o Jone Usamate.

Tiko na kena isau vakailavo ena vitu na 
drau ka tolu sagavulu ka vitu na udolu na 
dola ($737k). 
 “Na cakacaka levu ka mai dolavi nikua 

ena nodatou koro vakaturaga e vagunuva 
e rauta ni onosagavulu (60) na vuvale ka 
wili kina na kena tara e dua (1) na so ni 
wai ka tawana e ciwa sagavulu na lita na 
wai (90,000 liters).,” e kaya ko Minisita 
Usamate.

 “Au gadreva talega meu vakadreti keda 
me kua ni vakasabusabu taki na wai.”
 “Sa itavi ni matanitu na kena kau mai na 

wai ena nodatou koro vakaturaga – ka sa 
noda itavi o keda me da yadrava ka qarau-
na me vakayagataki vaka gumatua na wai 
ka me kakua ni lusi.”
 “Na vakadrodroi se gunuvi ni wai savasa-

va e tiki ni noda veivakatorocaketaki na 
lewenivanua ka bau kina na noda kawa ena 

siga ni mataka.”
Tomana na Minista ka kaya ni noda se-

mati kina wai savasava  e sega walega ni 
kawakawa ni bula ni veivakatorocaketaki 
ia e yavu dei talega kina bula sautu.
 “Ena rai oqo, e cakacaka vakaukauwa 

sara tiko na nomuni matanitu ena kena 
vakavotukanataki na lalawa se na ituvatu-
va levu ni vakadrodroi ni wai savasava vei 
keda kece.”

REKI O MALOMALO E NA 
VEIVAKATOROCAKETAKI NI WAI

 na lewenivanua ko Malomalo era marautaka na tavoci ni nodra wai ni gunu savasava
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E sa oti vakadua na leqa ni wai e rad au sotava tiko na lewe ni koro o Kade e na 
yanuyanu o Koro.
Qo ni oti na nodra lai solia vakamatanitu na veivakatorocaketaki ni wain a 

Minisita ni Veivakatorocaketaki e na Taudaku ni Veikoro Lelevu o Inia Se-
ruiratu.
 E na nodra vosa na Minisita e vakabibi taka kina na cakacaka vata ka vakaraitaka kina 

ni wali ni leqa ni wai e Kade e rawa ga e na nodra cakacaka vata na veisoqosoqo e na 
taudaku ni matanitu vata kei na Matanitu.

 “Qo e sa tekitekivu ni dua na ilakolako vou,” e kaya ko Minisita Seruiratu.
 “Rawati na cakacaka qo e na duavata ni veisoqosoqo e so kei na matanitu ka sa vakavi-

navinaka taki tale ga na veitokoni nil ewe ni koro e na kena qaravi na cakacaka sa rawa 
kina me da mai vakadinadinataka tu nikua na wai ka sa vakagunuva tiko na koro o Kade.” 
E vakailavo taka na vakavinakataki ni wai e Kade na Minisitiri ni Veivakatorocaketaki 

e na Taudaku ni Veikoro Lelevu, na VaiWai na lotu na LDS ka qarava na cakacaka na 
Rotary Pacific Water for Life Foundation.

OTI NA LEQA NI WAI E KADE

Era marautaka na lewenivanua ni koro o Kade na dolavi ni medra wai ni gunu savasava.



NA VANUA - 
NA ISOLISOLI NI KALOU

 Na Qara Ni Kawakawa
Na noqu itaukei – e sega ni noqu digidigi, 

ia ni yaco vakakina – au kalougata vakale-
vu niu okati ena dua na vanua, vakasuluma 
vata kaya na dauniveibuli na veika e tu wa-
voliti au meu vakatawa. Na vanua e okati 
kina na qele, iqoliqoli, veika bula, tamata, 
bau kina na itovo kei na kena veiwekani. 
Na irairai ni vanua e tukuni keda, eda na 

dui sakitaka ga ni keda idivi ena veivanua 
duidui eda cavutu mai kina. E okati me 
noda iyau – e cibi na yaloda ke kacivaki, e 
mosi tale ga na yaloda ke vakatanitaki mai 
na yavu era vakamenemenea kina na noda 
qase.
Sa rogolevu na italanoa ni urabuta mai 

Vatulele e Nadroga/Navosa, sa sarava o 

vuravura na kena talei ni talevi vakawa-
soma vei ira na dausaravanua. E bau tale ga 
kina mai Naweni e Savusavu ena urabuta, 
na vonu kacivi mai Nacamaki, Koro kei na 
ceva ni vanua kei Viti mai Kadavu – era 
okati me noda isakisaki. 
Eda na sikovi Vanuavatu tale mada meda 

na rogoca tale ga e dua na itukutuku ma-
tanidavui, e vica ga era kila – oya na Qara 
ni Kawakawa. Ena veivakadonui nei Joji 
Mate na kawa ni Bete ena yavusa Nau-
luvatu – itokatoka Ligaulevu, mataqali 
o Korokula, eda na vakacakulea mada se 
cava na italanoa ni Qara ni kawakawa ena 
yanuyanu o Vanuavatu. 
Na Qara ni Kawakawa qo - e toka ena ceva 

ni yanuyanu, 1300 na mita vakarivirivi mai 
na koro era tiko kina nikua. E toka ena 
baravi, vakatokai o Nukuleka ena nodratou 
kovukovu na mataqali Rukunikoro, na Tui 
Vanua. 
E 3 na ivakatawa ni Qara ni Kawakawa 

- kawakawa vula, Uradamu kei na Gata 
Sivi. Na Kawakawa vula, e sega ni vaka 
na Kawakawa ni wasawasa, e vulavula ka 
rawa ni laurai ni nawa tu vakayawa. Na ura 
damu - e via tautauvata kei na noda iqaqalo 
na kena levu. Na gata sivi – e gata caga rua, 
sega ni bula e vanua, e bula ga e wai.
E vakaitovotaki na Veisiko – eda na tama 

ka duidui na vanua e tamaki – na kena ika-
tolu, nida sa donuya yani na gusuni qara. E 

rua na kena tabu, kena imatai na isulu da-
mudamu, na kena ikarua, oya na vakatata-
bu ni dusia na ka o raica kevaka era sa vura 
mai eloma ni qara. Sa vuqa na vulagi era sa 
talevi Vanuavatu oti - sa nodra italanoa lesu 
na Qara ni kawakawa kei na kena ituvaki.
Ena veivanua era tu kina na lewei Nau-

luvatu – qo na nodra isakisaki, e lagataki 
ka seretaki me tukuni tiko ga na veisemati 
ni Tamata kei na nona iYaubula. E sega ni 
vakabekataki ni tiko ga ena loma ni vuvale 
vakaBete na kena lewa meratou imamaro-
roi ni veiyaubula eso. Eso e kaya ni rawa ni 
vakavure iyau vei ratou – ia ena qai tukuna 
ga o gauna na kena matata. 
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Noda Viti
VULA I NUQA LAILAI

Siga Lagilagi nodra mai kacivaka na Peresitedi na tiki ni siga ni veidigidigi. Era tab ana Peresitedi Ratu Wiliame Maivalili Katonivere kei ira na ivakalesilesi ni matabose ni veidigidigi.
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ivmn icLrn aOr povy2I alyivE9n m\t=[l8, sY\2 iv\sN2 3I pol hOMs     ict=: p=d[n ik8[ g8[

bysh[ro\ ko 9r4

c[ils km]c[rI cuny gE

g=mI4 el[ko\ kI 
g7]vtI mihl[ao\ ky 
ilE fU3 v[Acr

c[ils fIijv[is8o\ ko aOS2+yil8[ my\ nOkrI imlny kI wui98[{ b[{2ty huE                            p=d[n ik8[ g8[



sonm s[mI

n\3+oNg[ ky nm[t[ p=[8mrI SkUl my\ a7I h[l hI lyN3<s 
EN3 imnrl irsos[s, eNf=S2+kc[ EN3 
mI2I8oroloijkl syivss m\t=I cony As[m[ty ny $83,000 
3olr l[gt k[ bohol pir8ojn[ k[ Ad<1[2n ik8[ 
ijssy ith)r (73) iv^8[i5]8o\ aOr p[{c i9xko\ ko 

l[7 hog[| 
iv^8[i5]8o\ aOr i9xko\ sy b[ty krty huE m\t=I ny Anky 
6Y8] ky il8 ANhy\ 6N8v[d ik8[| 
p8[]Pt m[t=[ my\ surixt aOr SvCq pIny v[l[ p[nI hm[ry 
2013 s\iv6[n 6[r[ 36 ky tht hm[r[ hk hY aOr esy 
p[ny ky ilE hmny fIjI kI p[{c s[l sy bIs s[l kI 
r[Q2+I8 ivk[s 8ojn[ ky tht s7I fIjIv[is8o\ ky ilE 

2030 tk surixt aOr SvCq pIny v[l[ p[nI tk phu\c 
bn[ny k[ lX8 rw[ hY| 
ANho\ny vh[{ ky logo\ ko bt[8[ ik ab sy vy n kyvl 
SvCq p[nI k[ a[n\d ly\gy, biLk essy Anky jIvn my\ 
su6[r hog[ K8o\ik Anky p[s ab gu4v)[pU4] p[nI kI 
byhtr, iv(vsin8 aOr p8[]Pt a[pUit] hY|
m\t=I As[m[ty ny SkUl ky s\c[lko\ ko apny p[nI kI 
St=ot k[ p=b\6 krny aOr b[ir9 hony pr jl ek2<@[ 
krny ky il8 a[g[h ik8[| 
ANho\ny bt[8[ ik p[nI ko duiQ[t hony ky iksI 7I 
s\7[ivt k[r4o\ sy s\rixt ik8[ j[n[ c[ihE aOr aCqI 
trh sy p=b\i6t ik8[ j[n[ c[ihE aOr iksI 7I qo2I 
mo2I smS8[ao\ ko hl krny ky il8 8h a\itm St=ot ky 
Rp my\ eStym[l nhI\ krn[ c[ihE|
m\t=I As[m[ty ny iv^8[i5]8o\ aOr i9xko\ sy a[g=h ik8[ 
ik srk[r ny Anky drv[jy tk pIny k[ s[f p[nI lykr 
a[e] hY aOr 8h suinixct krn[ AnkI ijMmyd[rI hY ik 
esk[ sdup8og ho| 
p[nI k[ hr Ek bU\d kImtI hY| a[p eskI kImt ko 
smizE|

vh sb kuq jo fIjI my\ ho rh[ hY

email: news@govnet.gov.fj;     
@FijiRepublic;  
Fijian Government;  

visit us @ www.fiji.gov.fj
phone: 3301806   

3Friday December 9, 2022

eNf=S2+Kc[ EN3 im2I8oroloijkl syivss m\t=I cony As[m[ty nm[t[ p=[8mrI SkUl ky bCco\ ky s[5                                         ict=: p=d[n ik8[ g8[

sonm s[mI

fIij8n srk[r kI 8h p=[5imKt[ rhI hY ik 7ivQ8 
ko byhtr bn[ny ky il8 ATp[d ko m[EKro, Smol, 
mIi38m EN2[p=8ss my\ logo\ kI xmt[ao\ my\ invy9 krny 
kI jRrt hY| 
8h khn[ hY koms], 2+Y3, 2Uirjm t5[ 2+[Nspo2] m\t=I 
fe]8[j> ko8[ k[ ijNho\ny a7I h[l hI my\ kuq k[irgro\ 
ko fIjI a[2]s k[A\isl aoifs my\ V8vs[8 p=i9x4 
s2I]ifk2 p=Stut ik8[| k[irgro\ ky k[m kI srh[n[ 
krty huE m\t=I ko8[ ny ANhy p=oTs[iht ik8[ ik vy 
apn[ V8vs[8 fIij8n my3-b[E fIij8n by=N3 ky nIcy 
ryijS2[ kry|
ANho\ny vh[{ ApiS5t logo ko bt[8[ ik Anky p[s 

Eys[ hunr hY jo logo ko a[kiQ[]t krt[ hY aOr eskI 
srh[n[ aOr phc[n kI jRrt hY jbik 8h S5[nI8 
Rp my\ bn[8[ g8[ hY| m\t=I ko8[ ny ANhy bt[8[ ik 
jbik ke] 2UirS2 bo2 fIjI a[ rhy hY\ to 8h aCq[ 
mOk[ hY fIij8n p=tIk k[rIgrI ko idw[ny k[| aOr 
es p=itb]D, s[zyd[rI aOr r[Q2+I8 gOrv ko py9 krny 
k[ t5[ fIjI my\ bny b=y\3 ko b#>[ny aOr idw[n[ ik 
8h K8[ d9[]t[ hY| 
ANho\ny bt[8[ ik a7I tk s[t sO V8vs[8o\ ny 
ryijS2[ ik8[ hY jbik q hj[r ATp[do\ ko by=\3 ky 
nIcy ryijS2[ ik8[ g8[ hY| 
m\t=I ko8[ ny kh[ ik es trh ky 2+yin\g pix9n aOr 
AtrI iv7[g my\ krny kI a[9[ kr rhy hY jo k[rIgro 
pr ky\id=t hog[| 

sonm s[mI

i9x[ m\t=[l8 2023 9Yixk vQ[] ky il8 q[t=o\ kI 
2+[Nspo2] sh[8t[ kI ajI] lg[ny kI m[\g kr rhy hY\| 
e]8[ Ek sy tyrh ky iv^8[5I] ijnky m[t[-ipt[ kI 
1rylu a[mdnI solh hj[r sy km hY es 2+[Nspo2] 
sh[8t[ kI ajI] lg[ny ky il8 8oG8 hY\| 
m\t=[l8 ny Ek n8[ po2l tY8[r ik8[ hY jh[{ e]8[ ds 
sy tyrh q[t=o\ ky m[t[-ipt[ aonl[en ryijS2[ hokr 
2+[Nspo2] sh[8t[ kI ajI] lg[ skty hY\|
8h m\t=[l8 ky a6uinikr4 r4intI k[ ihSs[ hY t[ik 
aonl[en m\c k[ J8[d[ eStym[l ho sky| 8h m\c 
m[t[-ipt[ao\ ko wud esy 7rny kI anumit dyg[, aOr 
Anky bCco kI 2+[Nspo2] sh[8t[ ky dj[] k[ s\c[r 
7I AplBD rhyg[| 
8h po2]l studentparentsportal.edu.gov.fj pr 
imlyg[ aOr ajI] ky s[5 aplO3 ikE j[ny v[ly 
a[v(8k dSt[vyjo\ kI j[nk[rI ky s[5 aonl[en 
ajI] krny k[ indy]9 po2]l pr dywy j[ skty hY\| 
hm smzty hY\ ik kuq e]8[ ds sy tyrh q[t=o\ ky 
m[t[-ipt[ao\ ky p[s eN2[ny2 8[ emyl E3rs nhI\ hY 
aonl[en ryijS2[ hony ky il8 eisil8 a[p pYpr pr 
ajI] 7I lg[ skty hY\|
e]8[ Ek sy nO q[t=o\ ky m[t[-ipt[ sy m[{g kI j[ rhI 
hY ik vy 2+[Nspo2] sh[8t[ kI ajI] SkUl my\ pYpr pr 
lg[E| e]8[ Ek sy nO q[t=o\ ky aonl[en ajI] k[ po2]
l b[d my\ tY8[r ik8[ j[Eg[| 
m[t[-ipt[ sy m[{g kI j[ rhI hY ik vy aonl[en 8[ 
pYpr pr 2+[Nspo2] sh[8t[ kI ajI] sh[8k d[St[vyjo> 
ky s[5 nO i3sMbr 2022 tk pUr[ kr ly| es pr 
aOr j[nk[rI a[pky bCcy ky SkUl sy 7I p=[Pt ho 
sktI hY| 
2022/ 2023 iv)I8 vQ[] my\ srk[r ny 2+[Nspo2] 
sh[8t[ ky il8 $33 imlI8n 3olr p=d[n kr rh[ hY| 
8h muf<t my\ 2+[Nspo2] sh[8t[ srk[r H[r[ An m[t[-
ipt[ pr iv)I8 boz ko km krny k[ Ek p=8[s hY 
jo ANhy\ apny bCco\ ko SkUl 7yjny my\ asm5] hY\\| 
es sh[8t[ sy s7I bCcy jo Pr[8mrI, sykN3rI aOr 
voky9nl SkUl my\ hY\ ko gu4v)[ i9x[ p=[Pt hogI|
aOr j[nk[rI ky il8 a[p 2+[Nspo2] sh[8t[ hyLp3ySk 
pr emyl kry ta.helpdesk@govnet.gov.fj

komys, 2+Y3, 2Uirj>m t5[ 2+[Nspo2 m\t=I fe]8[j> ko8[, k[irgro\ ko puRSk[r dyny ky b[d                                           ict=: p=d[n ik8[ g8[

hr Ek bU{d kImtI hY

m\t=I ko8[ ny k[irgro\ ky 
k[m kI sr[hn[ kI

i9x[ m\t=[l8 q[t=o\ ko 2023 
s[l ky 2+[Nspo2] sh[8t[ kI 
ajI] lg[ny kI m[\g kr rhy hY\
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cIn ky r[Q2+ dUt my3l 
sy sMm[int huE
fIjI ky r[Q2+pit mh[m[hIm r[tU ivil8[my k[toinvyry ny a7I h[l 
hI srk[rI 7vn my\ a[8oijt Ek w[s sMm[n sm[roh my\ cIn 
r[Q2+ dUt mh[mhIm ik8[n bo ko sMm[n[5] ai6k[rI ky my3l sy 
ANhy\ sMm[int ik8[| 
r[Q2+pit r[tU ivil8[my k[toinvyry ny mh[mhIm ik8[n bo ko 
6N8v[d dyty huE kh[ ik ANho\ny do hj[r a2@[rh my\ 9uR huE 
Anky k[8]k[l ky dOr[n b3>I ApliBD8[{ h[isl kI hY| 
ANho\ny bt[8[ ik mh[mhIm ik8[n bo ny cIn g4r[J8 ky r[jdUt 
ky Rp my\ syv[ k[ gOrvpU4] irko3] k[8m ik8[ hY| AnkI aguv[e] 
my\ cIn aOr fIjI k[ s\b\6 ki@n piriS5it8o\ my\ aOr 7I mj>bUt 
hua[ hY|                      
ict=: p=d[n ik8[ g8[

a2oynI-jynrl k[ sMmyln
a2onI-jynrl ae]8[j> se]8d we]8Um ny ipqly hf<ty n[NdI iS5t 
9yr[2n fIjI irj>o2 EN3 Sp[ my\ a[8oijt cObIsvy\ a2onI jynrl 
sMmyln my\ vkIlo\ ko 8[d idl[8[ ik vy ^8[n my\ rwy\ ik koe] 7I 
N8[8 sy v\ict n ho| ANho\ny bt[8[ ik kuq s[l phly srk[r ny 
8uinsyf ky s[5 imlkr dy9 ky k[nUno\ my\ w[im8o\ kI phc[n kI 
5I t[ik iksI ky 7I ai6k[ro\ ko kucl[ n j[E| ANho\ny p=k[9 
3[l[ ik dy9 my\ bhut km k[ANsls hY t5[ SkUlo\ my\ aF[pko\ 
kI 7I 7uimk[ in7[nI p3> rhI hY| 'hm logo\ ko k[ANslr bnny 
ky ilE q[t=v~it p=d[n kr rhy hY t[ik es kmI ko ptI] ho sky|

ict=: ninsy ne]iml[

korovUto p=[8mrI 
SkUl k[ gy=juE9n 

i9x[ m\t=I py=mIl[ kum[r a7I h[lhI my\ 
n[\dI ky bYivao kOv irjo>2 my\ 
korovUto p=[8mrI SkUl ky gy=juE9n 
sm[roh my\ muW8 myhm[n 5I|
ANho\ny bCco\ ko bt[8[ ik es trh 
ky a[8ojn ANhy\ p=oTs[iht krty hY\ 
t[ik vy aOr a[gy b#>y| 
m\t=I py=mIl[ kum[r ny bt[8[ ik jo 
ivQ[8 cun[ g8[ hY vh hY ik apny 
spny ko s[k[r krny ky ilE 
piriS5it8o\ my\ lcIl[pn dyn[ jo 
ik ij>NdgI my\ a[gy b#>ny ky ilE 
a[v(8k hY|

i9x[ h[isl krny aOr 
a5]V8vS5[ my\ sh8og k[ avsr

fIjI ny9nl 8Uinvis]2I kI srh[n[ krnI c[ihE jo 9hrI aOr sm[jo\ my\ p=i9x4 ky trIko sy 
fIjIv[is8o\ ko ku9l aOr b[j[r my\ a[ny ky ilE tY8[r krny ky avsr p=d[n krtI hY|
'fIij8n srk[r k[ a[d9] v[K8['iksI ko pIqy n qo3>y" p=[v6[n s7I ky il8 Ek sm[n 
hY aOr muzy wu9I hY ik log es avsr k[ Ap8og kr rhy hY\|"
8h khn[ hY ivmn, icLrn aOr pov2I] ailivE9n m\t=I rojI akbr k[ ijNho\ny a7I h[l hI 
tyrh p=it7[ig8o\ ko m[{s ky V8vs[8 my\ p=i9x4 lyny ky b[d sy2I]ifky2<s p=d[n ik8[| 
8h 2+Yin\g fIjI ny9nl 8Uinvis]2I H[r[ a8oijt ik8[ g8[ 5[|   ict= p=d[n ik8[ g8[
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2. 

[
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



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




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

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2.  
	








3. wbr rwy\
        







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			
|
|
|
www.met.gov.fj 			 
|



4. 











5. 
      

 




6. 

, 
lo
 





	  
7. 
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8 







  
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8. 

 



913



E


 
|



9. 

i



|


e] 





 




******************************************************************************************************************

hm ab aOpc[irk Rp sy smud+I a[{6I ky mOsm my\ p=vy9 kr gE hY| log en 
trIko\ sy smud=I a[{6I ky ilE apny 1ro\ ko surixt kr skty hY:

- apny 1r kI qt surixt kr ly\, 3Ily Sk=Us t5[ Rif\g a[e]n pr mrMmt kry\
- 1r kI qt my\ lgy j>\g t5[ a[m 2U2-fU2 kI j[{c kry\
- py3>o t5[ 3[il8o\ ko q[{2y hghgh
- g2r t5[ 3[An p[e]p s[f kry\
- An s[m[no\ ko surixt ky ly jo tyj> hv[ my\ A3>kr nuks[n phu{c[ skty hY
- iw3>ik8o\ kI surx[ ky ilE Anpr 92s lg[E
- phc[n kr ly\ ik p[nI, ibjlI aOr gys kI sPl[e] kYsy bNd hogI
- phc[n kr ly\ ik 1r k[ kOn s[ kmr[ sbsy mjbUt hY ijsmy\ j>Rrt p3>ny pr 
a[p 9r4 ly skty hY 

* gM7Ir vQ[[] kI vj[h sy nIcly el[ky t5[ jh[{ b[#> c3>ny k[ wtr[ rht[ hY t5[ 
a[Eir9 k=ois\g my\ ac[nk sy b[#> c3> sktI hY| 

jo log en el[ko\ my\ rhty hY ko sl[h dI j[ rhI hY ik vy st]k rhy\ aOr s[v6[nI 
brty| 

agr a[pko 1r sy inklny kI j>Rrt a[n p3>y to idn ky Aj[ly my\ hI surixt 
jgh j[E| 

esky al[v[ gM7Ir vQ[[] ky dOr[n r[St[ s[f nhI\ idwt[ hY ijs k[r4 sy 2+yifk 
7I j[m rht[ hY|
 
* g[3>I c[lko\ t5[ n[v c[lko\ sy m[{g kI ge] hY ik vy wr[b mOsm ky dOr[n 
ai6k[ir8o\ kI sl[h m[ny K8o\ik essy smud+ my\ t5[ j>mIn pr m[g] s[f idw[e] 
nhI\ dyg[|

a[m jnt[ ko sl[h dI ge] hY ik vy: 
- ac[nk sy b[#> k[ p[nI c3>ny pr nj>r rwy
- 1r ky s[m[no\ ko A{cy S5[no\ tk iwSk[ dy aOr EysI cIj>o\ ko surixt kr dy\ jo 
p[nI ky Apr tYrkr nuks[n ph{c[ sktI hY
- B[[#> c3>I ndI-n[lo\ my\ n tYry
- pIny v[ly p[nI ko Pl[iS2k ky bNd kon2e]nr my\ 7rkr rwy\ K8oik p[nI kI 
sPl[e] my\ b[6[E\y phu{c sktI hY
- agr iksI el[ky my\ b[#> c3> j[E to pd8[it=8o\ t5[ g[3>I c[lko\ ko sl[h 
dI j[ rhI hYik vy An s3>ko\, fu2p[5 t5[ nid8o\ ko p[r krny kI koi99 n kry\ 
ijnpr b[#> k[ p[nI c3>I ho
- ijs el[ky\ my\ im2<2I 7SkI ho vh[{ j[ny sy bcy| 

a[p[tk[lIn sm8 my\ nIcy idE gE nMbro\ pr s\pk] kry\:

puils ko 917 pr, 
ny9nl f[8[ a5oir2I ko 910 pr, 
EnyjI fIjI ilim23 ko 913 pr, 
fIjI ro3<s a5oir2I ko 5720 pr,
vo2[ a5oir2I aof fIjI ko 5777 pr



fIjI dp]44

a2onI-jynrl ae]8[j> se]8d we]8um b[ muinispl m[ky]2 my\ v[lysI kI muf<t v[E-f[E ho2Spo2 t5[ v[lysI 2I vI k[ Ad<1[2n krny ky b[d m[ky]2 ibkryt[ao\ ky s[5                                  ict=: ninsy ne]iml[ 

m[ky]2 my\ suiv6[E\ su6rI

g=mI4 el[ko\ kI 
g7]vit m[t[ao\ 
ky ilE sh[8t[ 

  bysh[r[ logo\ ko 
sh[r[ iml[ 

k[irgro\ ky k[m kI 
sr[hn[ kI ge]

 2 2
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3 6
p[nI k[ hr Ek bU{d 

kImtI hY
p=[k~itk ivpi) kI tY8[rI 

kry\y 
3

sonm s[mI 

a2onI]-jynrl ae]8[j sY8d wY8um ny 
a7I h[l hI b[ muinispl m[ky]2 my\ 
v[lysI kI muf<t v[E-f[E ho2Spo2 
aOr v[lysI 2I-vI k[ Ad<1[2n krky 
n[\dI, n[m[k[, aOr lMb[s[ ko dy9 k[ 
i3ij2l b[j>[r bn[ id8[ hY| 
ANho\ny kh[ ik fIjI8n srk[r s7I 
muinispl m[ky]2 ko i3ij2l b[j[r 
bn[n[ c[htI hY\ t[ik hr Ek fIjIv[sI 

kI syv[ao\ aOr sUcn[ao\ tk phu\c Ek 
s[m[n p=[Pt ho| 
8h phl fIjI8n srk[r kI $14.6 
imlI8n k[ ihSs[ hY ijsy dy9 ko 
i3ij2l krny ky s[5-s[5 muf<t 
v[8[lys e\2rny2 ho2Spo2 ko j[rI 
rwny kI ij>Mmyd[rI v[lysI ko dI 
ge] hY| jnt[ ko muf<t my\ v[E-f[E 
ho2Spo2 aOr v[lysI 2yilivjn jYsI 
i3ij2l konyK2Iiv2I ko byh)r bn[ny 
aOr i3ij2l sy logo\ ko jo3>ny my\ mdd 
krt[ hY| 

eKkIs jul[e] do hj[r a2@rh sy pUry 
r[Q2+ my\ muf<t v[E-f[E ho2Spo2 kI 
suiv6[E\ p=d[n kI j[ rhI hY aOr es 
2022-2023 r[Q2+ bj2 my\ 53.8 imlI8n 
3olr i3ij2l konyiK2iv2I my\ su6[r ky 
il8 alg ik8[ g8[ hY| 
v[lysI sy2-2op boKs aOr 43-EylymN2 
8U-hc-Ef EN2yn[ sy nO alg cynl 
a[p muf<t my\ dyw skty hY\ aOr agr 
a[p ky p[s v[lysI Ep hY to a[p 
duin8[ my\ khI\ 7I ho hmy9[ ju3>y rh 
skty hY\| 

v[lysI syv[ao\ ko b#>[v[ dyny ky al[v[ 
8h logo\ ky ilE Ek s[5 a[ny k[ 
avsr 5[-Eys[ S5[n bn[ny ky il8 
jh[{ s7I fIjIv[sI j[nk[rI h[isl 
kr sky| 
i3ij2l fIjI aOr kom8Uinky9Ns 
m\t=[l8 ky nyt~Tv my\ es trh ky 
i3ij2l phl hoty rhy\gy t[ik koe] 7I 
fIjIv[sI apny il\g, el[ky t5[ iksI 
aOr k[r4 sy pIqy n qu2y| 
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