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400 LTA staff share 
$2.4m increment

THE Attorney-General and Minister for 
Economy, Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum, joined 

hundreds of Fijians during the Holi 
celebrations at My Suva Picnic Park last 

Sunday.
Holi, also known as the “festival of 
colours”, is a Hindu spring festival 

celebrated all across India and Nepal 
and among Hindus in Bangladesh and 

Pakistan as well as in countries with 
large Indian subcontinent diaspora such 

as Suriname, Guyana, Trinidad and 

Tobago, South Africa, Malaysia, the United 
Kingdom, the United States, Canada, 

Mauritius, and Fiji.
It signifies the victory of good over evil, 

the arrival of spring, end of winter and for 
many a festive day to meet others, play 

and laugh, forget and forgive, and repair 
broken relationships.

Speaking at the celebrations, the 
A-G urged all Fijians to celebrate and 
recognise the new beginnings ahead.
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RONAL DEO

ABOUT 400 staff mem-
bers of the Land Trans-
port Authority will 

receive pay increments to the 
tune of $2.4million effective 
from this Friday.
While making the announce-

ment early last week, Attorney-
General and Minister for Econ-
omy Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum 
said after the implementation of 
the job evaluation exercise car-
ried out by the LTA board, the 
salaries were benchmarked and 
brought up to where it should 
be.
The A-G said there was a need 

to get rid of the culture in civil 
service, State-owned enter-
prises and statutory bodies that 
promotions should be based on 
how many years a staff member 
had been in the service.
“Under the Open Merit Re-

cruitment System, we have 
seen an increase in the num-
ber of females who are getting 
appointed because generally 
as we have found in the civil 
service, that it tends to be very 
gender specific or there used 
to be very patriarchal notions 

where women tend to get mar-
ginalised,” he said.
The A-G highlighted that dur-

ing the budget announcement 
last year, they set aside funding 
for LTA to carry out a job evalu-
ation exercise and to be able to 
facilitate within its own budget 
allocation to allow for any pay 
rises.
He stressed that the LTA board 

decided to pay workers 100 per 
cent of what the market was 
paying.
The A-G said that going for-

ward all LTA staff would be 
assessed individually on their 
own performance and then have 
the potential to be able to get 
higher pay rises. 
“Provisions will be made that 

where ever there is any recog-
nition of their service delivery 
and individual performance, the 
LTA has enough funding to pay 
for that,” he said. 
“The Government’s objective 

is that in every single entity 
in Fiji wherever the Govern-
ment has any relationship with 
or provides funding to we will 
make sure that the right amount 
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PRIYANKA LAL 

THERE is a need for 
Fijians to change their 
attitude towards home 

ownership and understand 
that doing so will increase 
their wealth, says Attorney-
General and Minister for 
Public Enterprises, Aiyaz 
Sayed-Khaiyum.
He made the comment at 

the recent bonus payout an-
nouncement for Housing Au-
thority staff in Nasinu.
The A-G said with one of the 

lowest rates of home owner-
ship and home insurance in 
Fiji, the Housing Authority 
played a pivotal role in pro-
viding housing to ordinary 
Fijians.
“Only 10 per cent of the 

properties were actually in-
sured when Tropical Cyclone 
Winston hit Fiji in 2016. We 

have expanded $125million 
in the Help for Homes initia-
tive and some people are still 
rebuilding their homes,” he 
said.
The A-G said young Fijians 

had to be encouraged to in-
vest in their own homes and 
have access to assets.
“We must change the way 

of thinking and in order to do 
that we must make available 
to young people a housing 

stock,” he added. 
Highlighting the develop-

ment work undertaken by 
the Housing Authority, board 
chairman Umarji Musa said 
the projects were in line with 
the authority’s commitment 
to the Government’s vision of 
providing affordable, decent 
and quality housing to those 
in the low to middle income 
groups. 
“A number of developments 

have been undertaken simul-
taneously at unprecedented 
pace and we would like to 
thank the Fijian Government 
for its unwavering support,” 
Mr Musa said.
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The zero tolerance violence 
free communities is a very 
important programme in 
our ministry because of our 
efforts as a nation to eradicate 
violence against women.

Minister for Women,
Children and Poverty 
Alleviation Mereseini Vuniwaqa 

Mere Vuniwaqa 
(@vuniwaqa_mere)

The Economic empowerment 
of women is critical to inclusive 
development at national level. 
Fijian women continue to 
contribute to this national aim 
through participation at craft shows 
#PressforProgress pic.twitter.com/
lF6ZNYETPZ
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PRIYANKA LAL 

THE Ministry of Health and 
Medical Services is working to 
improve the nurse-to-patient ra-

tio to enhance service delivery in the 
health sector.
Minister for Health and Medical Ser-

vices Rosy Akbar, speaking at the open-
ing of the 2018 Nursing Interns Induc-
tion programme in Suva a week ago, 
said the current ratio stood at about 
38-40 nurses per 10,000 patients, which 
was far from sufficient.
Minister Akbar said this was an indica-

tion that more work needed to be done 
to achieve quality health care for all Fi-
jians.
“We need to have close to 5000 to 6000 

nurses for the existing population,” she 
said.

 Minister Akbar said in the next five 
years, the ministry hoped to add another 
1350 nurses to the health sector. 
 “On that note, a paper will go to Cabi-

net shortly so that we can start our quota 
from 2019. The 200 nurses per year that 
we were expected to add for the past 
five years, we have completed that,” she 
added.
 There were 3300 nurses in the health 

system. 
Minister Akbar reminded the 244 nurs-

ing interns to be service-oriented and 
work as a team to provide the best health 
care services to all Fijians because they 
were front-liners at the health facilities 
around the country.
 She told the nursing interns that they 

would be held accountable for their ac-
tions and encouraged them to seek assis-
tance from their seniors. 

Minister for Health and Medical Services Rosy Akbar with student nurses during the 2018 Nursing Interns Induction programme at Studio 6 Apartments conference 
centre in Suva. Photo: PRIYANKA LAL

Minister for Health and Medical Services Rosy Akbar, 
speaking at the opening of the 2018 Nursing Interns 

Induction programme.  Photo: PRIYANKA LAL

SELFIE MOMENT … Attorney-General and Minister for Public Enterprises, Aiyaz 
Sayed- Khaiyum with a staff member of Housing Authority during the recent 

bonus payout announcement in Nasinu.. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

Bid to improve 
nurse-patient ratio

HOUSING 
AUTHORITY 
DEVELOPMENTS
n Nepani, Nasinu – 
175 lots;
n Davuilevu, Nasinu – 
730 lots;
n Matavolivoli, Nadi – 
400 completed lots;
n Tavakubu, Lautoka – 
530 lots;
n Koronisalusalu, 
Tavua – 119 lots;
n 620 lots proposed for 
Veikoba, Nasinu; and
n Strata projects 
earmarked for Nepani 
and Wainibuku with 
550 and 176 lots 
respectively.

  FACTBOX 

WESTERN DIVISION

CENTRAL DIVISION

NORTHERN DIVISION

14 
development 

leases 
processed 

4250
people will 

benefit

7 settlements 
issued 

developed 
leases

8800 
people will 

benefit

5 settlements 
issued 

developed 
leases

2300
people 

expected to 
benefit



of money is made avail-
able so those organisations so 

that they can look after their 
staff.”
Pay increment categories:
- The pay rise to be divided 

into four different categories 
of percentage increases 
- Some staff to receive an in-

crease of as much as 86 per 

cent and six staff to receive 
more than 51 per cent incre-
ment
- Vehicle examiners to re-

ceive 47 per cent increment 
and infringement processing 
officers 49 per cent
- Call centre reps, driving 

examiners, senior vehicle ex-
aminers, senior public trans-
port officers, public service 
vehicle officers and customer 
service and road safety offic-
ers to receive an increment of 
between 21-30 per cent
- Around 145 staff will re-

ceive below 20 per cent 
- Only 34 staff will not get 

an increment because their 
salaries were already aligned 
to the benchmark, but they 
had an opportunity of recog-
nition during the individual 
review of their performance.

RONAL DEO

THE President, Major 
General (Ret’d) Jioji 
Konrote, has high-

lighted that violence against 
women hurts everyone. 
Speaking at the Interna-

tional Women’s Day Cel-
ebrations in Suva, the Head 
of State said violence against 
women did not hurt only the 
victim because when women 
experienced violence, fami-
lies, communities and the 

entire country were affected 
emotionally, psychologically 
and it even had an implica-
tion on the nation’s economy.
During the event, President 

Konrote launched the Fiji 
National Service Delivery 
Protocol and the 4th National 
Women’s Expo, which will 
be held from June 21-23, 
2018 at the National Gymna-
sium.
He said through the Na-

tional Women’s Expo, Fijian 
women artisans were con-
necting to a platform that 
helped them tap into domes-
tic and international markets, 
leading to better livelihoods 
for them and their families as 
well as the economy.   

“Both initiatives will bring 
positive changes to society 
so that Fijian women can 
enjoy a life free of violence 
and abuse. The development 
of these initiatives is a testa-
ment that the multi-sectoral 
involvement of key stake-
holders is highly efficient, 
empowering and a collabo-
rative approach to tackle 
violence against women and 
children,” President Konrote 
added.
The Head of State said this 

year the celebration came on 
the heels of unprecedented 
global movement for wom-
en’s rights, equality and jus-
tice. 
“Cases of sexual harass-

ment, violence and discrimi-
nation against women have 
captured headlines and public 
discourse, propelled by a ris-
ing determination for change, 
with evidences like statistics 
from the Fiji Police Force for 
the year 2017 revealing that 
there were 886 reported cases 
of domestic violence against 
women and children,” Presi-
dent Konrote said.
“What better way to cel-

ebrate this day then to launch 
a tool meant to set a guide-
line for responding to cases 
of gender-based violence 
that has no place in Fiji, yet 
is continually consuming our 
society like a terrible dis-
ease.” 

RONAL DEO

ATTORNEY-GEN-
ERAL and Minister 
for Economy Aiyaz 

Sayed-Khaiyum has assured 
that a high standard of work-
manship can be seen in the 
construction and mainte-
nance of Fiji’s road network.
Speaking during the Parlia-

ment sitting last week, the 
A-G said Fiji Roads Author-
ity was ensuring the high 
standard of workmanship 
and especially so in light of 
changing weather patterns.
He said there was a demand 

for the sealing of roads.
“We cannot tarseal all the 

roads in Fiji, but we need to 
ensure that the roads that are 
not tarsealed are maintained 
regularly. We have a pro-
gramme for that,” the A-G 
said.
“We do have a plan. We 

cannot do all the roads 
at once, we have limited 
budget and they will be ad-
dressed. Of course, the new 
methodologies in terms of 
building roads, rehabilitation 
of roads, we do not want to 
do what was done previously 
- simply come and just grade 
the road and do not do any 
drainage.”
The A-G said there were 

many kilometres of roads in 
Fiji that had not been main-
tained for years, plus bridges 
and crossings that were built 
to substandard or could no 
longer handle the volume 
traffic currently generated.
He pointed out that the 

number of vehicles in Fiji 
had almost tripled compared 
with a few years ago, so a lot 
more stress was placed on 
this infrastructure.
“One of the challenges, of 

course, is that many of the 
roads in Fiji currently tar-
sealed were built decades 
ago,” the A-G said.
“When we have a seal on 

the top of the roads, the wa-
ter should not go through the 
seal. Of course, the water 
goes through and what kind 
of drainage system there 
is underneath the road, the 
base course, that obviously 
is very critical too.” 
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Modern 
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for our roads’
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NATIONAL MATTERS

RONAL DEO

PRIME Minister Voreqe Baini-
marama has stressed that the 
Government does not intend to 

establish a Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission because Fijians already 
stand more united than ever before.
While highlighting this during the 

Parliament sitting last week, Prime 
Minister Bainimarama said there was 
no need for such a commission because 
today there was more unity than at any 
other point in Fiji’s history, which was 
because of the unprecedented state of 
civil, political and socio-economic 
rights enshrined in the Constitution.
He said unlike past governments in 

Fiji, this Government knew that the 
only true path to unity was through 
equality.
The Prime Minister said belief and 

commitment both defined everything 
Fiji achieved under his leadership.
“In the very Preamble to the Fijian 

Constitution, it clearly states that we 
are all Fijians, united by common and 
equal citizenry. Our Constitution, for 
the first time in our history, says we 
are all equal in the eyes of the law and 
united in common purpose,” the Head 
of Government said.
“Also because of our Constitution, 

every Fijian knows that their vote and 
voice matter the same and that all of 
our citizens have an equal say regard-
less of their ethnicity, religion, socio-
economic status, gender, physical abil-
ity or where they live in Fiji.”
Prime Minister Bainimarama said this 

was the truth that every Fijian deserved 
and this was the truth that his Govern-
ment was able to make a reality.

He added the Fijian Constitution rec-
ognised the rights of the iTaukei and 
the Rotuman people. 
“It guarantees the ownership and pro-

tection of their land and their unique 
culture, customs and language,” Prime 
Minister Bainimarama said.
“Under the same Constitution eve-

ry Fijian has equal access to justice 
through the Courts or Tribunals, Exec-
utive and Administrative justice, free-
dom of speech, expression and publi-
cation, freedom of assembly, freedom 
of association, the right to fair employ-
ment practices, the right to equality and 
freedom from discrimination.
“Freedom from compulsory or arbi-

trary acquisition of property, the right 
to reasonable access to transportation, 
the rights of children and the rights of 
persons with disabilities.”

FROM PAGE 1

PM flays commission bid

From left: First Lady Sarote 
Konrote, President, Major General 

(Ret’d) Jioji Konrote and Minister 
for Women, Children and Poverty 

Alleviation Mereseini Vuniwaqa 
during the International Women’s 
Day Celebrations at Grand Pacific 

Hotel in Suva .

Photo: ERONI VALILI
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A-G: Vulnerability  
assessment ‘critical’

Taveuni grid extension works ongoing 

NANISE NEIMILA

CLIMATE change vulnerability as-
sessment remains critical and im-
portant for defining the risks that 

it poses because it provides information 
to identifying adaption measures. 
This was highlighted by the Attorney-

General and Minister responsible for Cli-
mate Change Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum in 
Parliament last week. 
The A-G highlighted to Members of 

Parliament that climate change vulner-
ability assessment enabled practitioners 
and decision makers to identify the most 
vulnerable areas sectors and social groups 
within society. 

“This in turn means climate adaption op-
tions targeted and specified contracts are 
now developed and implemented. This, of 
course, is our approach to development 
and you know, the National Development 
Plan, which we will be talking about later 
in the week,” he said. 
“What is really interesting and some of 

the results that come out of it is the enor-
mous financial implications in order for 
to be able to build resilience in our in-
frastructure and our people. Of course, 
using the right technology to be able to 
ensure that we are able to withstand the 
now enormous increase in frequency of 
climatic events. 
“The climatic events, one example being 

Tropical Cyclone Winston and we recent-
ly had TC Gita in this part of the world. 
There are more insidious implications of 
climate change which includes ongoing 
issues like the slow but in fact fast, one 
may argue, sea level rise.” 
Three villages have been relocated to 

higher ground, an assessment has been 
made and there are more villages that are 
subject to being inundated by rising sea 
levels.
The A-G added that for all these projects 

there were cost implications for these vil-
lages. 
“Their access to livelihoods is very much 

an implication which needs to be consid-
ered,” he said. 

PRIYANKA LAL 

THE ongoing grid 
extension works 
from Somosomo 

Hydro Power Station on 
Taveuni will soon result 
in more than 1600 homes 
having access to electric-
ity supply for the first 
time.
Attorney-General and 

Acting Minister for In-
frastructure and Transport 
Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum 
confirmed this in Parlia-
ment last week, saying 
the grid extension works 

at the hydro power station 
was carried out in three 
phases. 
The A-G said the hy-

dro power station had an 
in-store capacity of 700 
kilowatts and the current 
peak demand on Taveuni 
was about 230 kilowatts, 
which was sufficiently 
met by the project.
“The Government is able 

to save about $1.9million 
per annum in diesel fuel 
imports and it affects the 
Fiji Electricity Author-
ity’s (FEA) bottom line 
too,” the A-G said.

n Phase I of the 
grid extension was 

completed last year, 
which included the construction of a 
10-kilometre transmission line from 
Waileqe to Wairiki benefiting about 
1086 homes;
n Phase II works include the 
extension of grid to Tagimoucia 
Settlement, Wailaqe, Qila, Vunidawa, 
Nabuloni Settlement, Vuniwai, 
Naqara Settlement, Niusawa 
Methodist School, Loloi, Waiyevo, 
Naiyalala and Nalele settlements;
n The Government committed an 
additional $2m in the 2017/2018 

National Budget for phase II. The 
extension includes an additional 
515 homes, thereby increasing the 
number of households with electricity 
supply to more than 1601 homes. 
The house wiring will cost around 
$515,000 and benefit about 8000 
people; and
n Phase III will be proposed in the 
2018–2019 National Budget under 
the Rural Electrification Programme. 
It includes the grid extension to 
communities and settlements at 
Naselesele, Matei Airport, nearby 
hotels and from Wairiki to South 
Taveuni School in Vuna. 

 FACT FILE 
TAVEUNI POWER GRID EXTENSION

More 
benefit 
from 
project
RONAL DEO

A TOTAL of 822 
Fijians have ben-
efitted from the 

commissioning of eight 
boreholes around the 
country in the past six 
months alone.
“Villagers of Vatani in 

Kaba Peninsula, Tailevu; 
four villages in Kubulau, 
Bua; Navatu, Nasasaivua 
and Waisa in Natokalau 
including the Navasua 
government station. In ad-
dition, Yavuna Village in 
Nadi Town and Tai Dis-
trict School which has a 
total roll of 131 students, 
five staff quarters, those 
ones were also done,” 
said Minister for Industry, 
Trade, Tourism, Lands and 
Mineral Resources Faiyaz 
Koya.
This was brought to the 

attention of Parliament 
during its sitting last week.
 “All previous govern-

ments forgot about them, 
but we have not. This 
Government has not.”
Minister Koya highlight-

ed that reticulation work 
had been completed and 
ready for commissioning 
seven other boreholes, 
which would benefit a 
total of about 115 house-
holds.
Villages that will soon 

benefit include Nakana-
cagi in Macuata and Na-
gasauva in Udu point, 
Qwali settlement and 
Narata Village in Nadroga, 
including Ratu Latianara 
School, Nairukuruku Pri-
mary School in Nadroga, 
which has a total of 991 
students and 27 staff quar-
ters. 
 “An additional four 

boreholes on Cikobia Is-
land in Lau, Qerelevu and 
Nakavika in Ba and Votu-
alailai in Serua have been 
successfully drilled and 
further reticulation works 
to be conducted shortly,” 
Minister Koya said.
He said the ministry re-

cently purchased support-
ing drilling equipment 
to help improve ground 
water service delivery be-
cause groundwater devel-
opment was a nationwide 
focus and ran complemen-
tary to the Water Authority 
of Fiji.

PARLIAMENT

Attorney-General and Minister responsible for Climate Change Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum in Parliament last week.  Photo: PARLIAMENT OF FIJI
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JOSAIA RALAGO 

THE legal and socio-
economic position 
of Fijian women has 

never been so well ad-
dressed under any other 
Government than it has 
been under the leadership of 
the Prime Minister Voreqe 
Bainimarama. 
The Minister for Women, 

Children and Poverty Al-
leviation Mereseini Vuni-
waqa made this statement in 
Parliament while providing 
an update on Fiji’s status on 

the implementation of the 
Convention for the Elimina-
tion of all forms of Dis-
crimination against Women 
(CEDAW).
Minister Vuniwaqa said that 

women now made up of 54 
per cent of the civil service 
in the country and made up 
14 per cent of parliamentar-
ians, which was a first for 
Fiji.
“Datasets made available to 

us in our preparatory work 
show that 54 per cent of the 
civil service workforce are 

women.  The introduction 
of the open merit recruit-
ment system (OMRS) by 
the Ministry of Civil Service 
in our view is an important 
step in getting rid of the 
gender barriers and gender 
stereotypical attitudes which 
have existed for so long,” 
she said.
“In the area of education, 

we can say that the second-
ary school retention rate for 
females is higher than it is 
for males for the year 2017.
“This means that girls are 

staying in school longer than 
boys.  This translates to the 
higher proportion of females 
taking up the Tertiary Educa-
tion Loan Scheme and the 
National Toppers Scheme for 
the past four years in totality 
and further translates to the 
higher proportion of female 
graduates out of universities.
She added that the progres-

sive realisation of women’s 
rights that was made avail-
able in Fiji would boost 
women’s contribution in the 
political and public place.

$100m for 
elderly, 
disadvantaged

Women’s issues ‘being addressed’

MEREANI GONEDUA 

THE Ministry of Lands 
and Mineral Resourc-
es has derived more 

than $8.5million as lease pro-
ceeds for landowners, says 
line Minister Faiyaz Koya.
This was revealed by in 

Parliament last week, where 
Minister Koya highlighted 
that the amount was expected 
to increase before the end of 
the financial year.
 “Aligned to the objectives 

of the Land Use Act, the 
Land Use Division, has de-
rived a total of $8,535,046.68 

as lease proceeds for the 
landowners to date,” he said. 
From August last year to 

February this year, the unit 
conducted 17 landowner 
awareness consultations, 23 
landowners’ revisitations and 
five roadshows. 
 “The consultation is an in-

tegral component of the Land 
Use Division operations and 
the welfare of the resource 
owners is always and always 
be a priority,” Minister Koya 
said.
“Another phenomenal 

achievement executed by 
the division for this financial 

year is the survey of 1415 
acres of customary land, cov-
ering five parcels in the Cen-
tral and five in the Western 
Division.” 
Minister Koya said the ac-

complishment would ben-
efit landowners and investors 
economically in terms of sus-
tainable development.
 Providing an update on the 

valuation division, he said 
the division continued to car-
ry out all valuation needs of 
Government and undertook 
all land acquisition projects 
for all public purposes, car-
ried out rating evaluation for 

local municipalities, assessed 
and reassessed ground rental 
for all State leases and man-
aged 556 active states leases 
on State land.
 Minister Koya said the min-

istry worked in collaboration 
with other government agen-
cies through acquiring prop-
erties that are required for 
projects and in turn process 
the payment of compensation 
to affected landowners.
“The ministry through this 

division has paid a total of 
$1,934,638.06 to all the 13 
municipal councils at govern-
ment rates,” he said.

$8.5m for landowners
JOSAIA RALAGO 

THE Government is 
stepping up its as-
sistance to the el-

derly, disabled and the 
disadvantaged in communi-
ties through the allocation 
of more than $100million 
for their protection in the 
2017/2018 National Budget.
This was highlighted by At-

torney-General and Minister 
for Economy Aiyaz Sayed-
Khaiyum, while providing an 
update on the Fijian economy 
in Parliament last week.
The A-G added that the Gov-

ernment had taken it upon it-
self to take care of individuals 
who did not have social pro-
tection through the Fiji Na-
tional Provident Fund (FNPF).
“There are many, many 

women in Fiji who have never 
worked for anybody and so 
when they get old they have 
no form of social protection 
whatsoever, in terms of pen-
sion,” he said.
“There are many villagers, 

farmers, there are many wives 
and daughters of farmers, 
wives of villagers who have 
never worked for anybody, so 
they did not have FNPF and 
these people today are looked 
after by us.”
The A-G said that our econ-

omy was on track to realise 
its ninth year of economic 
growth.

n More 
than 
$100m 
allocated 
in 
2017/2018 
National 
Budget to protect the 
elderly, disabled and 
disadvantaged for the 
social protection programs;
n $6m allocated in 1999, 
$19m in 2006, $31m in 
2011 for same programme;
n Social pension introduced 
from 2013 for those 70 
years and above receiving 
$30 per month. Bar was 
dropped to 65 years and 
people now receive $100 
per month; and 
n Allowance introduced for 
people living with disability 
at $90 a month as well as 
food voucher programmes 
rural pregnant mothers. 

FACT FILE
Government 
assistance 
for elderly, 
disadvantaged

Datasets made 
available to us in 
our preparatory 
work show that 
54 per cent of 
the civil service 
workforce are 
women.

Minister for Women,
Children and Poverty 
Alleviation Mereseini 
Vuniwaqa 

In the area of 
education, the 
secondary school 
retention rate for 
females is higher 
than it is for 
males for the 
year 2017.

Minister for Women,
Children and Poverty 
Alleviation Mereseini 
Vuniwaqa 

 Minister for Women, Children 
and Poverty Alleviation Mereseini 

Vuniwaqa  in Parliament last week. 
 Photo: PARLIAMENT OF FIJI

PARLIAMENT
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Food rations delivered to Vatoa villagers in Lau.. Photo: ERONI VALILI

Kitione Vakatawa, 52, offloads rations at Matokana Village in Lau. Photo: ERONI VALILI

Islanders’ preparedness 
for TC Gita commended

Supplies 
handed 
out, survey 
completed

Timely gift for 
island children

ERONI VALILI 

MINISTRY of Agriculture of-
ficials praised Doi villagers 
for their preparedness, which 

helped minimise damage caused by 
Tropical Cyclone Gita in Southern Lau 
last month.
Senior agriculture officer Nimilote 

Waqabaca said the assessment carried 
out on the 28 farms in Doi Village indi-
cated that villagers prepared themselves 
well before the cyclone struck on Feb-
ruary 12, 2018.
“We concluded that our awareness pro-

grammes for farmers before any natural 
disaster were effective. This is a good 
sign and I thank the villagers for their 
co-operation,” Mr Waqabaca said.

The level of damage caused by TC 
Gita to the agriculture sector, including 
livestock and crops, stood at 60 per cent 
although there was no damage to root 
crops.
The main sources of income for villag-

ers of Doi are coconuts and fish.
In the village of Doi a total of six hous-

es were partly damaged while six were 
completely damaged while in Matokana 
Village, three houses completely dam-
aged and three partly damaged.
Three other villages on Ono-i-Lau, Lo-

voni, Nukuni and Motokana, have sus-
tained damage to homes and root crops.
In Nukuni Village a classroom was 

uprooted while five houses were partly 
damaged and five completely damaged. 

At Motokona Village, homes and root 
crops were affected as well as coconut 
trees that are a source of income for the 
villages. 
Vatoa Village was mainly spared ex-

cept for one house being partly dam-
aged.
Meanwhile, a team from Fiji Red 

Cross, which accompanied the assess-
ment team, assisted a total of 93 house-
holds on Ono-i-Lau. 
Disaster officer Itu Josaia said relief 

supplies included cherry water tanks, 
first aid kits, kitchen kits, tents and 
medical supplies. 
A team from Ministry of Infrastructure 

and Transport was also part of the Gov-
ernment assessment team. 

AFTER the recent impact 
of Tropical Cyclone 
Gita, a Government re-

sponse team delivered essential 
relief supplies and conducted 
damage assessments in South-
ern Lau recently.
The multi-sector team, led by the 

Office of the Divisional Commis-
sioner Eastern, was deployed on 
board the MV Iloiloivatu for one 
week to the islands of Ono-i-Lau, 
Vatoa, Ogea, and Fulaga.
Ministry of Rural and Maritime 

Development, Disaster Manage-
ment, and Meteorological Ser-
vices permanent secretary Meleti 
Bainimarama said that the two-
fold objective of the team was 
accomplished and the focus now 
was on recovery and returning to 
normality.
He said, “They were deployed 

firstly to ensure that lives were 
sustained through the provision 
of essential relief supplies and 
secondly, to conduct damage as-
sessments that could provide 
government with a framework for 
long-term recovery in Ono-i-Lau 
and Vatoa specifically”.
“These assessments indicate 

that Ogea and Fulaga were not 
impacted by the cyclone. While 
there were a few houses damaged 
on Vatoa, we can conclude that 
Ono-i-Lau bears most of the dam-
age in shelter and agriculture,” Mr 
Bainimarama said.
NEWS@GOVNET.GOV.FJ

ERONI VALILI 

A TOTAL of $2500 
worth of school sta-
tionery was distrib-

uted to the three schools in 
southern Lau — Doi, On-
olevu and Vatoa District 
Schools. 
The assistance provided by 

the Ministry of Women, Chil-
dren and Poverty Alleviation 
included schools bags, exer-
cise books and pens. 
Onolevu District School 

chairman Rasolo Cama said 
the assistance would help the 
children who are still trying 
to recover from the memory 
of Tropical Cyclone Gita, 
which brushed past the island 
a month ago (February 12). 
Mr Cama said although TC 

Gita did not leave much de-
struction on the island, the 
children were somehow af-
fected mentally. 

He said they were grateful to 
the Government for providing 
much-needed assistance that 
would enhance the students’ 
learning skills. 
“Schools are now cleared 

and classes have begun. The 
villagers helped clean the 
classrooms that were used as 
evacuation centres during and 
after TC Gita,” Mr Cama said. 
Lau provincial administrator 

Eliki Masa led a Government 
assessment team to Southern 
Lau, which also distributed 
food rations to these islands by 
the National Disaster Manage-
ment Office. 
Also part of the team were 

officials from the Ministry of 
Finance, Ministry of Health 
and Medical Services, Tel-
ecom Fiji Limited, Ministry 
of Agriculture, Ministry of 
Forests and other government 
statutory bodies.

n Relief supplies distributed by Government included food rations and shelter materials. Humanitarian 
partners such as Red Cross provided other relief items such as tents, tarpaulins, hygiene kits, and dignity 
kits;
n The Department of Social Welfare with Empower Pacific conducted psychological first aid and provided 
psycho-social support in various villages;
n The Ministry of Education assessed school structures and replaced damaged water tanks;
n Given salt-water intrusion into current water supply and damages of water pumping systems in Ono-i-Lau, 
the Water Authority of Fiji and Government Shipping Services discharged 120,000 litres of fresh water to 
tanks located in schools and village centres;
n As a precaution, a public health team from the Ministry of Health conducted mosquito spraying to reduce 
risks to diseases while a team of dieticians visited families with advice on nutrition; and 
n To address food security, the Ministry of Agriculture accompanied food rations with seedlings and deployed 
officers to assist families with planting.

  FACTBOX  LAU ASSESSMENT TOUR
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CLIMATE CHANGE

MEREANI GONEDUA

FIJI’S talanoa dialogue 
will be a centrepiece of 
this year’s 24th session 

of Conference of the Parties 
24 (COP24) meeting when 
Poland takes over the presi-
dency from Fiji in December.
 This was highlighted by 

Prime Minister and COP23 
president Voreqe Bainima-
rama, who said in Parliament 
last week that Fiji would con-
tinue to preside over the ta-
lanoa dialogue in partnership 
with Poland, even after Fiji’s 
presidency.
“We are all aware that talanoa 

is a word used not only in Fiji, 
but in Tonga and Samoa to de-
scribe a very Pacific way of 
decision making by consen-
sus and agreement, of sharing 
stories and best practices with 
the view of reaching decisions 
that are inclusive, devoid of 
figure-pointing and are in the 
common good,” he said.
 Prime Minister Bainimara-

ma highlighted that the global 
community embraced the 
concept as the way to reach 
agreement on what needs to 
be done to reach consensus on 
global climate change mitiga-
tion goals. 
“For each nation to do more, 

to reduce the heat trapping 
emissions of greenhouse 
gases that are causing global 
warming and because the ta-
lanoa concept was Fiji’s idea, 
we will continue to lead and 
shape that dialogue moving 
forward and in a way that no 
Pacific nation has ever had to 
the opportunity to do before.”
Prime Minister Bainima-

rama said through the talanoa 
dialogue the grand coalition 
for climate action that has 
always been at the centre of 
Fiji’s COP presidency was 
marshalled into action, but in 
a manner that was inclusive, 
respectful and recognised the 
fundamental truth that Gov-
ernments alone could not 
solve the crisis. 
 “So we are bringing together 

all the members of the coali-
tions, Governments at every 
level, nations, states and cities 
plus civil societies, the pri-
vate sector and the scientific 
community in a genuine en-
gagement with one overrid-
ing purpose; to urgently raise 
ambition to reduce carbon 
emission through our Nation-
ally Determined contributions 
(NDCs).” 

MEREANI GONEDUA 

FIJIANS and Pacific islanders 
have been urged to accept chang-
es happening around them by 

Fiji’s Climate Champion and Minister 
Rural and Maritime Development and 
National Disaster Management Office 
Inia Seruiratu.
 Speaking to Anglican Church mem-

bers from around the Pacific in the 
presence of Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Justin Portal Welby, during a talanoa 
session, which focused on the outcomes 
of the 23rd session of the Conference 
of Parties (COP23), Minister Seruiratu 
stressed that countries needed to change 
their attitude about climate change. 

 “We should accept the new norm, we 
should adapt and adopt and make the 
necessary changes,” he said.
 “The new norm is that disasters are 

going to happen and it will always hap-
pen, but the severity of these disasters 
has gone to a new level.”
 “Our way of thinking, the way we 

see things, our paradigm must shift be-
cause if we take it lightly we will pay 
the price.”
 Minister Seruiratu said that climate 

change was real and was being expe-
rienced in the Pacific, but that weather 
warnings were still being taken lightly. 
He highlighted that after the recent de-

struction caused in Fiji by Tropical Cy-
clone Winston, Fijians are now taking 

weather warnings seriously.
 “If we take it lightly, we are going to 

pay the prices and it is going to be cost-
ly. This is reality for us; this is the new 
norm, Category 4 or category 5, intense 
rainfall within a short period of time. 
The way we see things must change 
and we must prepare better,” Minister 
Seruiratu said.
  He called on all stakeholders to think 

twice about the decisions they made to-
day so that future generations were not 
affected. 
“Let’s always be cautious of the social 

implications and, of course, let’s always 
look at the environment implications as 
well,” Minister Seruiratu said.

‘Accept change’

A-G, church 
head talk 
climate 
change

Talanoa 
dialogue to 
continue to 
COP24SERUIRATU URGES FIJIANS, PACIFIC ISLANDERS TO ADAPT, ADOPT 

NANISE NEIMILA

ATTORNEY-GEN-
ERAL and Minister 
for Economy Aiyaz 

Sayed-Khaiyum met the sen-
ior bishop and principal lead-
er of the Church of England, 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
Justin Portal Welby, during 
the Global Foundation round-
table discussion held in Suva 
last week. 
The A-G briefed Archbishop 

Welby on Fiji’s presidency of 
the 23rd Session of the Con-
ference of Parties (COP23) 
and how it created an oppor-
tunity to foster the partnership 
between the private sector, 
non-governmental organisa-
tions and faith-based groups 
with aim of tackling climate 
change.
“In a comprehensive manner 

we need to lay the foundation 
and ensure that the core of dis-
cussions and the implementa-
tion of policies are centred on 
sustainability,” the A-G said.
“Many countries around the 

world do not realise the ef-
fects of this global phenom-
ena. However, we need to 
work together for common 
goal in addressing climate 
change and how we can miti-
gate its replicating effects.”
The A-G thanked parish 

leaders and members of the 
Anglican Diocese for the op-
portunity to address them on 
climate change and for the 
issue to be addressed at the 

community level.
Archbishop Welby thanked 

the Fijian Government for 
its commitment towards ad-
dressing climate change at 
regional level and, more im-
portantly, in the global com-

munity.
 “We need to get this mes-

sage of climate change across 
to all spheres of the commu-
nity, at national level, regional 
level and the international 
community.”

 Archbishop Welby was in 
the country for a three-day 
visit and held meetings with 
NGOs and civil society or-
ganisations centred on cli-
mate change and how we can 
address it in our communities.

Attorney-General and Minister for Economy Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum with Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Portal Welby, 
during the Global Foundation roundtable discussion held in Suva last week.  Photo: ERONI VALILI

n Asked about his views on 
climate change, Archbishop 
Welby wrote in the New York 
Times last year, 
“Of course, hurricanes, 
monsoons and other types of 
extreme weather are a part of life 
on earth for many. The trouble 
is that climate change is loading 
the dice by intensifying storms 
and making rain patterns less 
predictable. Climate change is 
the human thumb on the scale, 
pushing us toward disaster. It 
is not a distant danger — it is 
already with us. As we continue 
to burn fossil fuels, its effects will 
only grow”.

VIEWS ON CLIMATE CHANGE

n The 
Archbishop of 

Canterbury 
is the senior bishop and 
principal leader of the Church 
of England, the symbolic head 
of the worldwide Anglican 
Communion and the diocesan 
bishop of the Diocese of 
Canterbury.
n The current archbishop 
is Justin Welby, who was 
enthroned at Canterbury 
Cathedral on March 21, 2013. 
Welby is the 105th in a line 
which goes back more than 
1400 years to Augustine of 

Canterbury, the “Apostle to the 
English”, sent from Rome in 
the year 597;
n  Before being ordained and 
joining the clergy, Archbishop 
Welby worked for 11 years in 
the oil industry, five of them 
for the French oil company 
Elf Aquitaine based in Paris. 
In 1984 he became treasurer 
of the oil exploration group 
Enterprise Oil plc in London, 
where he was mainly 
concerned with West African 
and North Sea oil projects. 
He retired from his executive 
position in 1989.

   FACT FILE - 
  Archbishop of Canterbury
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A Nasau villager raises an issue during Prime Minister Voreqe Bainimarama’s public consultations in Rakiraki 
recently. . Photo: ISAAC LAL

Prime Minister Voreqe Bainimarama with sugarcane cutters in Ra recently. Photo: ISAAC LAL

PM notes road concerns

CBUL initiative 
‘a success’

Health centre dream a reality soon

ISAAC LAL 

VILLAGERS of Nalawa 
district in the interior of 
Ra Province had their 

plea heard by the Government 
after their request was made di-
rectly to Prime Minister Voreqe 
Bainimarama in Rakiraki recent-
ly.
 The request came from 12 vil-

lages in the district.
 “The roads to the 12 villages are 

really bad and despite our requests 
to Fiji Roads Authority, it does not 
seem to be improving,” Nasau vil-
lager Epineri Tavuya said.
 “There are two schools in the 

district yet our children have en-
countered uneven roads to get to 
and from school, our trucks break 
down along the way and most of 
the time our children cannot reach 
school or home because of break-
downs.”
 Prime Minister Bainimarama 

noted the concerns from the vil-

lagers and added that the condi-
tions could have been better if 
not for the rain over the past two 
months, but assured them that 
work would begin soon.
“We cannot control the weather, 

but we can ensure that the work 
we do is able to withstand and is 
resilient to our climatic conditions 
including our roads, bridges and 
other infrastructure,” he said. 
“I ask FRA to ensure that these 

rural roads be given priority be-
cause Government is investing 
a lot in education and infrastruc-
ture and we need to ensure that 
our children are able to get to 
school on good roads, so they are 
neat and tidy when they arrive in 
school and not have dust all over 
them which could lead to them 
getting sick.”
 Mr Tavuya later said he was 

grateful that the Prime Minister 
was able to make the decision on 
the spot and looked forward to 
having improved roads.

ISAAC LAL 

PRIME Minister Voreqe Bainimarama has as-
sured the Government’s continued support to 
the Committee for the Better Utilisation of 

Land (CBUL) because it has become a major suc-
cess.
Prime Minister Bainimarama said the Government 

would provide further financial incentives for land-
owners through the CBUL initiative, which was set up 
in 2010 to assist farmers in the renewal of their land 
leases.
Speaking during a recent visit to the Western Divi-

sion, he said, “Government will continue to support the 
CBUL initiative, which while assisting farmers is also 
at the same time, providing incentives to landowners to 
give their unutilised land for leasing”. 
 “CBUL has turned out to be a clear win-win relation-

ship for not only our farmers and landowners, but also 
the Fijian economy.”

ISAAC LAL 

PRIME Minister Voreqe 
Bainimarama has directed 
the Ministry of Health and 

Medical Services to speed up 
processes for the construction of 
a health centre for Nasomo in the 
interior of Vatukoula.
The Head of Government gave 

the directive recently in Tavua after 
it was brought to his attention that 
residents had to travel more than 
12 kilometres to access healthcare 
facilities.
Nasomo villager Iliami Nasoni 

said the health centre in Vatukoula 

that provided services to nearby 
villages was closed by Emperor 
Gold Mines because of its deterio-
rating condition.
“It becomes a hassle for our el-

derly and children and pregnant or 
breastfeeding mothers who have to 
endure the bumpy ride all the way 
to Tavua,” he said.
“Add to that the unscheduled bus 

services because of the weather 
when we have flash floods during 
the rainy season and dusty roads 
during the dry season. We feel for 
our mothers and wives especially.”
Prime Minister Bainimarama re-

assured the villages and residents 

of the larger Vatukoula district that 
a new health facility would be fast 
tracked.
 “I apologise to our mothers and 

sisters and the children who have 
had to endure so much over the 
years because of this issue, but I 
will ensure that work on building 
a new health facility will be fast 
tracked,” he said.
 The health facility will cater for 

villages such as Nadalei, Nasomo, 
Waikubukubu, Vatukoula and the 
farming community in the district.
Mr Nasomo said the villages 

were willing to give a piece of land 
for the facility.

n Established in 2010;
n Since its establishment, landowning units have 
over the past seven years received more than 
$50million directly from the programme;
n The Government, recently, released a CBUL 
payment of $3.72m to the iTaukei Land Trust 
Board (TLTB) to be distributed to a total of 
1479 land-owning units and 138,899 individual 
members’ bank accounts, at Yavusa, Mataqali and 
Tokatoka level, after giving their consent to renew 
agricultural leases under the CBUL initiative; and
n This most recent pay-out adds to more than 
$50m and the impact is clear as the renewal rate 
of agricultural leases has increased from 47 per 
cent just seven years ago to over 80 per cent as of 
December 2017.

  FACTBOX 
  CBUL INITIATIVE	
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Fiji, Japan seal 
amended air deal

PRIYANKA LAL  

THE Ministry of Educa-
tion has been carrying 
out an assessment to 

determine the areas in need 
of better educational facili-
ties.
Attorney-General and Min-

ister for Education Aiyaz 
Sayed-Khaiyum highlighted 
this recently while respond-
ing to a question from Viria, 
Naitasiri, resident Raj Kumar 
during a talanoa session at 
Naqali District School.
Mr Kumar, 50, requested 

that a high school be built in 
the area to cater for students 
from Naqali, Nawaqabena, 
Viria, Savu and Vanuakula in 
Naitasiri. 
The A-G noted Mr Kumar’s 

request and informed him that 
the priority for Government 
now was to ensure existing 
schools around the country 
had enough classrooms, prop-
er computer and science labo-
ratories and ablution blocks. 
“Naqali District School has 

raised an issue with me to 
build some new classrooms, 
so that will be given prior-
ity. We are doing an assess-
ment on where there is a need 
to build more high schools, 
where there is a need to build 
more classrooms in primary 
schools and so on,” the A-G 
said.
Mr Kumar raised concerns 

that students from Viria and 
surrounding areas were not 

able to get admission at sec-
ondary schools in Nausori in 
a timely manner.
“Most of our students go for 

placement at high schools in 
Nausori, but they are told to 
go to their nearest schools. 
By the time school begins, 
classrooms are full and our 
children are left behind. This 
happened this year so we are 
requesting if we could get 
one high school here. It will 

benefit our children,” he re-
quested.
The A-G said while the as-

sessment would take about 
six to nine months to com-
plete, the objective was to do 
it properly.
He highlighted that more 

classrooms needed to be 
built because of increases in 
the school rolls as a result of 
Government’s free-education 
initiative. 

RONAL DEO 

THE Ministry of Local 
Government, Housing 
and Environment and 

the iTaukei Land Trust Board 
sealed a memorandum of un-
derstanding to address the is-
sue of informal settlers in the 
country.
Minister for Local Govern-

ment, Housing and Environ-
ment Parveen Kumar, while 
speaking at the Local Govern-
ment Forum recently, said the 
ministry — in partnership with 
TLTB and landowners — have 
processed 14 development 
leases in the Western Division 
through which 4250 people will 
benefit.  

In Central Division, develop-
ment leases for seven settle-
ments have been issued and 
about 8800 people will benefit 
and as for the Northern Division 
development leases have been 
issued for five settlements with 
2300 people expected to benefit. 
Minister Kumar said the up-

grading programme would in-
clude proper roads, electricity 
reticulation, water and sewerage 
and drainage.  
Minister Kumar added that 

the issuance of development 
leases would enable TLTB and 
the ministry to meet one of the 
national objectives of the Gov-
ernment, which was to provide 
affordable houses and land lots 
to those who did not have access 
to residential land and proper 
leases.
“Informal settlers in the past 

were referred to as squatters.  
In past we have found out that 
majority of the settlement has 
been on the basis of vakavanua 
arrangement between the land-
owners and tenants,” he said. 
“Furthermore, there was an 

understanding by the parties 
that the ministry shall pay fair 
and equitable rent and premium 
to TLTB for the benefit of the 
members of landowning units.”

Assessment for education needs

PRASHILA DEVI

“CONNECTIVITY has the ability 
to move people between countries 
a lot more easily and frequently,” 

said Attorney-General and Minister for 
Civil Aviation, Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum.
He made the comment after formalis-

ing the Amendment of the Route Sched-
ule Annexed to the Air Services Agree-
ment between Fiji and Japan. 
The agreement was signed in Suva 

with Japan’s Ambassador to Fiji, Ma-
sahiro Omura, who expressed optimism 
that the resumption of direct flights will 
increase Japanese tourist arrivals in Fiji.
 The A-G said the agreement would 

result in the establishment of a more ro-
bust type of Air Service Framework for 
the resumption of direct flights between 
the two countries.
He encouraged people to take advan-

tage of the $999 return ticket to Japan 
being offered by Fiji Airways. 

“We look forward to Japanese partici-
pation not just in tourism but in other 
areas like commerce, trade and invest-
ment,” the A-G said.
“The (Fijian) Government will be 

making announcements in the next few 
months that will give advantage to Japa-
nese businesses to invest in Fiji.” 
He encouraged Japanese tourists to use 

Fiji as a springboard to visit other Pacif-
ic Islands countries and Fiji was happy 
to facilitate.

MOU benefits 
informal 
settlers

Attorney-General and Minister for Civil Aviation Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum with Japan’s 
Ambassador to Fiji, Masahiro Omura, after formalising the Amendment of the Route 

Schedule Annexed to the Air Services Agreement between Fiji and Japan. 
Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

Attorney-General and Minister for Education Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum says more classrooms need to be built because of 
increases in the school rolls as a result of Government’s free-education initiative. Photo: ISAAC LAL

n An air transport agreement (also 
sometimes called an air service 

agreement or ATA or ASA) is an 
agreement which two nations sign to 

allow international commercial air 
transport services between their territories;
n The bilateral system has its basis under the Chicago 
Convention and associated multilateral treaties. The 
Chicago Convention was signed in December 1944 and 
has governed international air services since then;
n The convention has a range of annexes covering 
issues such as aviation security, safety oversight, 
airworthiness, navigation, environmental protection and 
facilitation (expediting and departure at airports).
n Fiji Airways now flies three times a week to San 
Francisco as well as Singapore, every day to Los 
Angeles and five times a week to Hong Kong; 
n With the resumption of direct flights to Narita, Tokyo, 
initially three per week when it commences in from July 
this year, Fiji’s national carrier would be connecting 
to all continents that rims the Pacific except South 
America; and
n Japan and Fiji originally signed the Air Services 
Agreement (ASA) in 1980 and amended it in 1993.

   FACT FILE 
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VILLIAME TIKOTANI

THE Ministry of Sugar has 
become more responsive 
to farmers complaints 

and concerns through the new 
toll free lines.
Prime Minister Voreqe Baini-

marama made the comment as 
he held consultations with sug-
ar industry stakeholders in the 
Western Division recently.
“We’ve made the ministry more 

responsive to farmers’ com-
plaints and concerns through the 
establishment of toll-free lines 
and the FSC can be reached at 

0800-6661972,” he said.
 “My Government has contin-

ued to pay the Sugar Levy to the 
Sugar Cane Growers Council, 
taking the burden off farmers 
by covering all of the council’s 
administrative costs. And – as 
we promised – we covered the 
entire cost for all cane that was 
transferred from the Penang Mill 
area to the Rarawai Mill,” Prime 
Minister Bainimarama said.  
He said no farmer was unable 

to supply their cane — despite 
some very bold and very false 
claims from the Opposition.

ISAAC LAL

ASSISTANT Minister for Rural and 
Maritime and National Disaster 
Management and Meteorological 

Services Joeli Cawaki opened the refur-
bished Tavua emergency operations centre 
last week.
The newly refurbished office, which plays 

a critical part during disaster operations in 
the area, will improve the planning, co-
ordination and management of operations 
during emergencies and disasters, thus pro-
viding swift response to the public.
“The Tavua EOC will efficiently and ef-

fectively maintain services to the people 
continue when there are disruptions,” Asst. 
Minister Cawaki said. 
 “The new office will further enhance Fi-

ji’s efforts in building resilient people and 
strengthen disaster preparedness and man-
agement.”
The refurbishing was a result of the part-

nership between the Fijian Government 
and the European Union through the Pa-
cific Community (SPC) under its Building 
Safety and Resilience in the Pacific (BSRP) 
project.
 The project (BSRP) will help build re-

silience to disaster and climate change for 
communities, governments and countries 
across the Pacific region and the initiative 
supports Sendai Framework Priority 4; 
“Enhancing disaster preparedness for ef-
fective response and to “Build Back Better” 

in recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruc-
tion.” 
 The growth of disaster risk means there is 

a need to strengthen disaster preparedness 
for response, take action in anticipation of 
events and ensure capacities are in place for 
effective response and recovery at all lev-
els. 
 “The recovery, rehabilitation and recon-

struction phase is a critical opportunity to 
build back better, including through inte-
grating disaster risk reduction into devel-
opment measures,” Asst. Minister Cawaki 
said.
 The EOC will be used as a training room 

during normal times where Disaster Man-
agement training and other related capacity 
building programmes will be conducted as 
well as meetings and workshops.
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Sugar ministry ‘more responsive’

Industry ‘at 
the heart of 
economy’

Minister Cawaki 
opens refurbished EOC

VAKEISA TO BE CONNECTED IN MAY

THE farming community in 
Vakeisa, Tagitagi, Tavua will 
be connected to electricity in 

May, Prime Minister Voreqe Baini-
marama heard.
This was made known during a 

visit by the Prime Minister to Tavua 
recently where residents highlighted 
the need for electricity. 
Resident Maraia Ratu said they are 

only two kilometres from the grid 
and connecting to the grid would al-
low them to invest in improving their 
farming community.
 

WATER FOR NAWAMAGI 
VILLAGERS 

NAWAMAGI villagers now have 
tap water in their homes, 
thanks to a Government pro-

ject through a solar-powered bore-
hole that supplies water to every 
home in the village.
Villagers personally thanked Prime 

Minister Voreqe Bainimarama and 
the Government for bringing an end 
to their years of drinking from un-
safe sources.
“Our decade old problem has now 

been solved as we now have clean 
and safe drinking water in our 
homes,” Seru Matanisiga said.
“The homes in the village now have 

started constructing flush toilets 
and hygiene is now very part of our 
lives because we now have water. 
It has urged us to better our living 
standards in the village.”
 

FARMER GRATEFUL FOR HELP

MATALEVU, Tavua sugar-
cane farmer Ashok Kumar 
said farmers needed to 

be grateful for all the assistance 
provided to them by Government 
through various programmes and 
initiatives.
These programmes include; Cane 

replanting programme, grant for 
cane-access roads, weedicide sub-
sidy, fertiliser subsidy, mechanical 
harvesters, and other mechanical 
assistance.
“We cannot and should not always 

be relying on handouts and the 
amount of assistance provided to 
cane farmers by this government 
cannot be understated – we need 
to start thinking about how we also 
need to improve our yields to ensure 
these initiatives are sustainable so 
there is a win-win situation for eve-
ryone,” he said.

- ISAAC LAL

VILIAME TIKOTANI

SUGAR industry 
stakeholders have 
been reassured by 

Prime Minister and Min-
ister for Sugar Industry 
Voreqe Bainimarama of 
Government’s support and 
commitment.
Prime Minister Bainima-

rama made a similar reas-
surance at the sugarcane 
farmers and landowner con-
sultations held in the West-
ern Division recently.
 “Make no mistake, our 

game plan for our sugar in-
dustry is about keeping our 
cane industry at the heart of 
our economic growth,” he 
said.
 “And our work with our 

iTaukei landowners is about 
giving you the tools you 
need to develop your land 
and get the most out of your 
land resources. 
 “So that all of you, our 

farmers and our landown-
ers, can have the assurance 
and stability you need to do 
well by yourselves and your 
families.  
 Prime Minister Bainima-

rama met cane farmers and 
landowners and discussed 
how best they could help 
build Fiji’s growing econo-
my.
 “I have come here today 

to talk face-to-face with our 
cane farmers and with our 
landowners, to discuss how 
we can work together to 
find new ways to help build 
our growing economy,” he 
said.
Prime Minister Bainima-

rama said his commitment 
extended beyond any one 
industry because it drove 
the Government’s entire 
agenda to give our people 
an equal shot at doing well 
in our growing economy. 

Emmanuel Guiheneuf​ and Assistant Minister for Rural and Maritime and National Disaster Management and 
Meteorological Services Joeli Cawaki cut the ribbon during the commissioning  of the refurbished Tavua emergency 

operations centre. Photo: ISAAC LAL

n New $6.3million Weedicide Subsidy 
programme aimed at helping cane farmers 
maximise the yield of their harvest through 
assistance in paying for the herbicides that 
are necessary to protect crops;
n Farmers paying only 45 per cent of the 
total price of weedicides;
n Through its Sugarcane Rehabilitation 
and Small Grant Scheme (SRSGS), the 

Government has set aside $1 million for 
supplies like fencing materials, pumps and 
water tanks;
n The SRSGS will allow smaller sugar 
farms to keep pace in a rapidly-changing 
industry; and
n Government continues to pay the Sugar 
Levy to the Sugar Cane Growers Council, 
taking the burden off canegrowers.

		  FACTBOX  GOVT ASSISTANCE 		
		  FOR CANEGROWERS

IN
Brief

n Emergency Operations Centre (EOC);
n Planning Room;
n Communications Room; 
n Kitchen; 
n Customer Service Area; and
n the District Co-ordinators Office  

THE 
REFURBISHMENT 
WORK AT THE TAVUA 
EOC COST $F49,300 
AND INCLUDES:
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Craft shows 
empower 
rural women

Training for village business owners

NATIONAL MATTERS

JOELI VUETI

MORE than 200 wom-
en from the provinc-
es of Bua, Macuata 

and Cakaudrove recently par-
ticipated in one of the biggest 
divisional craft shows in Sa-
vusavu.
The three-day craft show, 

held at Savusavu Market Fore-
shore and opened by the Min-
ister for Women, Children and 
Poverty Alleviation Mereseini 
Vuniwaqa, resulted in an in-
flux of artisans from the rural 
parts of the Northern Division.
It was jointly organised by 

the ministry in partnership 
with the Fiji Arts Council as a 
build up to the 4th Fiji Nation-
al Women’s Expo, which will 
be held from June 21-23, 2018.
Minister Vuniwaqa said the 

main focus of this year’s expo 
was for artisans to produce 
quality products that were a 
level up from the last National 
Women’s Expo and to build a 
new business culture among 
rural women artisans so that 
their products could connect to 
the growing market here in Fiji 
and abroad. 
She emphasised that the ini-

tiative would keep traditional 
knowledge and skills, which 
are our own identity and herit-
age, alive.
Minister Vuniwaqa said the 

competitive platform would 
bring the very best women en-
trepreneurs so that their hard 
work could bring economic 
benefits and financial inde-
pendence and these would al-
leviate poverty in various com-
munities. 
“Fijian women can enjoy a 

financial lift to meet their own 
needs and in pursuing a better 
livelihood for their own fami-
lies and communities,” she 
said.
Eighty exhibitors will be se-

lected from the Northern Divi-
sion Craft Show to participate 
at the 2018 National Women’s 
Expo in Suva, based on their 
ability to meet market de-
mands and the quality of their 
products. 
Sumintra Lal, 47, from Na-

bekavu in Labasa said she was 
anticipating earning an esti-
mated income of $300 from 
the craft show.  
Mrs Lal, who sells curtains, 

jewellery and homemade cur-
ry powder, said the money she 
earned would help her family 
because her husband was sick-
ly and thanked the Department 
of Women  staff for assisting 
her over the past four years at 
the National Women’s Expo in 
Suva. 
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Minister praises 
reforestation program

JOSAIA RALAGO

VILLAGERS of Vuniwai 
and Lakeba in Saqani, 
Cakaudrove, are now bet-

ter equipped to operate their busi-
nesses after a financial literacy 
and small business management 
training workshop by the North-
ern Development Program (NDP).
The participants expressed their 

gratitude to the Government for 
recognising and delivering what 
they needed so they could raise 
their standard of living.
Vuniwai Village headman Aka-

ripa Rokolewasika said most of 
the participants were non-gradu-
ates and some only reached high 
school, but were operating busi-
nesses.
“This is something that we need-

ed and we thank the NDP and the 
Government of the day for bring-
ing this training to us,” Mr Rokole-
wasika said.
“It has truly opened our eyes, and 

with the business opportunities 
that have been made easier to us 
through the Micro and Small Busi-

ness Grants and so on, so we can 
put this knowledge to good use.”
Lakeba Village canteen operator 

Luisa Leluwai said the training 
helped her acquire the knowledge 
she needed to advance her busi-
ness.
“I am so thankful for this oppor-

tunity and I will definitely apply 
what I have learnt here to my can-
teen business,” she said.
Officiating at their graduation, 

the NDP program manager Wais-
ale Tuidama urged the villagers to 
invest in businesses because there 
were abundant resources in the 
area.
“Why are we poor? You can be 

rural billionaires all you need to do 
is take the first step.  Why do you 
need to go to urban areas to make 
a living when you can do it here,” 
Mr Tuidama said.
“You just need to be passionate 

about what you do on a daily basis 
and to use money wisely.”
He added that their office handed 

out grants for northerners who 
wished to start their businesses. 

JOSAIA RALAGO

THE Minister for Forests Osea 
Naiqamu, has applauded northern-
ers for their commitment towards 

reforestation of barren lands.
Speaking at his first divisional tour to 

Vanua Levu this year, Minister Naiqamu 
said there had been growing interest from 
landowners in the North to be a part of 
tree planting programmes run by the min-
istry.
This comes after numerous commit-

ments by northerners to replant trees on 
their land, including Mali islanders in 
Macuata who are working towards plant-
ing 200 hectares of native trees. 
“On behalf of Government, I was thank-

ing them.  Not only them, but other com-
munities around who are participating in 
the replanting,” he said.
Minister Naiqamu said there was a huge 

gap between the number of trees planted 
and the ones felled annually and this was 
something that the ministry was working 
towards addressing.
“It is a challenge to the ministry. We 

have been harvesting a lot, but not much 
effort has been put on replanting.  That 
is where this ministry comes in. It is to 
encourage all landowners to plant more 
trees,” he said.
Minister Naiqamu said the Government 

was looking at increasing incentives to re-
pay communities who pledged their sup-

port for this cause. 
“Government is assisting on that, espe-

cially the Reducing Deforestation Man-
agement project where Government pays 
some incentive to resource owners to 
encourage them to plant and protect their 
forest,” he said.
Minister Naiqamu added they have been 

discussing ways to best take advantage of 
the climate change assistance fund for in-
centives. 
“We are working on that.  So we can 

seek some financial assistance to really 
increase our plantation size.”
He visited sawmillers and other commu-

nities in the North during his four-day vis-
it from the 20th to the 23rd of last month.

Graduates with their certificates after the week-long training at Vuniwai, Saqani in Cakaudrove. Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO

The Northern 
Development Program 

(NDP) is a Government 
funded program that 

provides equity assistance 
through grants to enterprises to improve 
the livelihoods of the people of the Northern 
Division. 
The program also provides business and 
technical training to help businesses improve 
performance.

The specific objectives of the Northern 
Development Program is to:
n increase the participation of people of the 
Northern Division in economic development;
n support the development of micro, small and 
medium enterprises (MSMEs);
n raise the level of investment and economic 
production;
n increase the volume & value of trade;
n generate increased employment opportunities.

The Northern Development Programme (NDP) 
has spent a total of $18 million on 2200 small 
businesses in the North over the past ten 
years.

   FACT FILE 
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THE most senior Bishop and principal 
leader of the Church of England, the 

Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Portal 
Welby, ended a three-day visit to Fiji on 

the first week of this month during which 
he met senior Government ministers, 

church clergy and representatives of civil 
society groups.

Archbishop Welby was accorded 
traditional iTaukei ceremonies of 

welcome at Borron House when he 
arrived on March 2.

He had talks with acting Prime Minister 
and Attorney-General Aiyaz Sayed-

Khaiyum during the Global Foundation 
roundtable discussion held in Suva 
where the A-G briefed him on Fiji’s 

presidency of the 23rd Session of the 
Conference of Parties (COP23) and how 

it created an opportunity to foster the 
partnership between the private sector, 

non-governmental organisations and 
faith-based groups with aim of tackling 

climate change. 

Archbishop Welby thanked the Fijian 
Government for its commitment towards 

addressing climate change at regional 
level and, more importantly, in the global 

community. 
“We need to get this message of climate 

change across to all spheres of the 
community, at national level, regional 

level and the international community,” 
he said.

Photos: ERONI VALILI,
NANISE NEIMILA

President Major General (Ret’d) Jioji Konrote has 
praised two Government initiatives, which he 

says are aimed at positioning Fiji to ultimately 
achieve gender equality.

Speaking at celebrations for Interenational 
Women’s Day in Suva, President Konrote said 

the initiatives were the National Service Delivery 
Protocol and the 4th National Women’s Expo.

“This is consistent with Fiji’s 2013 Constitution 
which provides an unprecedented and broad 

range of rights for all Fijians, including women, 
girls and children. Both initiatives will bring 

positive changes in society so that Fijian women 
can enjoy a life free of violence and abuse,” he 

said.
“Additionally, through the National Women’s 

Expo, Fijian women artisans can benefit 
from a connecting platform to domestic and 
international markets that could provide the 

means towards a sustainable livelihood for 
themselves, their families and the national 

economy.”
“The development of these initiatives is a 

testament that the multi-sectorial involvement of 
key stakeholders is highly efficient, empowering, 
and a collaborative approach to tackle violence 

against women and children.”
ºªInternational Women’s Day is celebrated 
widely across the world. The UN Theme for 

International Women’s day 2018 is “Time is 
Now: Rural and Urban Activists Transforming 

Women’s Lives.” 
Photos: ERONI VALILI

Anglican Church head visits Fiji

President praises initiatives to help women



Fiji ‘a changed, strong nation’

14 Sunday, March 11, 2018

email: news@govnet.gov.fj;     
@FijiRepublic;  
Fijian Government;  

visit us @ www.fiji.gov.fj
phone: 3301806   NATIONAL MATTERS

President Major General (Ret’d) Jioji Konrote with members of the Chinese community during Chinese New Year celebrations in Suva. Photo: MEREANI GONEDUA

MEREANI GONEDUA

“Fiji is a changed nation. 
We are stronger than 
ever,” says President Ma-

jor General (Ret’d) Jioji Kon-
rote.
He was speaking during Chi-

nese New Year celebrations in 
Suva where he acknowledged 
the long-standing relationship 
between Fiji and China.
President Konrote highlight-

ed that China had been a very 
close ally of Fiji for decades 
extending back to the estab-
lishment of diplomatic ties in 
1975 and strengthening even 
further in the recent decade.
“As we stand here today af-

ter journeying through a full 
12-year cycle, I ask you to re-
flect on the progress that we 
have made together and of the 
changes we have witnessed all 
around us. The nation we see 
around us today is unlike any-

thing we have seen before in 
Fijian history,” he said.
“Our system of governance 

is free and fair, giving equal 
rights to all Fijians. Our stu-
dents are more educated, more 
skilled, and more prepared 
to enter the workforce — a 
workforce with more career 
options, and higher-quality 
career options, at their feet 
than ever. Our deep rural and 
maritime communities have a 
higher quality of life and ac-
cess to more resources. And 
our voice on the global stage is 
louder and prouder than it has 
ever been. We have witnessed 
eight straight years of econom-
ic growth, and our unemploy-
ment rate is at a 30-year low.
“As a result of expanding Fiji-

China relations, Fiji has, since 
then, continued to experience a 
surge in growth opportunities 
in the areas of social develop-
ment, trade and investment, as 

well as a renewed commitment 
of support towards Fiji’s stand 
on climate change and its aspi-
ration to successfully achieve 
the targets within the United 
Nations Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals or SDGs.
“Recognising the Fijian Gov-

ernment’s infrastructural de-
velopment needs in our urban 
and rural sectors, the People’s 
Republic of China has con-
tinued to respond with viable 
solutions that have resulted in 
real-time benefits for the peo-
ple of Fiji.”
The President acknowledged 

the Chinese Government, 
through its Embassy in Suva, 
for its diplomacy through hu-
manitarian assistance, the most 
recent being the financial sup-
port extended to the Fiji Gov-
ernment and the people of Fiji 
after the devastation of Tropi-
cal Cyclone Winston in 2016.
 “I also acknowledge the Peo-

ple’s Republic of China’s un-
wavering support of the Unit-
ed Nations Climate Change 
negotiations and of Fiji’s presi-
dency of COP23,” he said.
 President Konrote noted an 

important part where both 
countries benefitted with char-
tered flights from Hangzhou, 
China, bringing Chinese tour-
ists into Fiji.
 “With our tourism industry 

leaning increasingly towards 
niche markets, Fiji has estab-
lished a capacity to better tar-
get the discerning international 
traveller,” he said.
 The Head of State highlight-

ed the strengthening of ties be-
tween the two countries with 
the establishment of the Con-
fucius Institute at the Univer-
sity of the South Pacific.
He said the institute not only 

fostered the learning of the 
Chinese language, but bridged 
the cultural gap between our 

two countries through country-
to-country exchanges and cul-
tural programmes.
 Chinese Association of Fiji 

president Jenny Seeto echoed 
the same sentiments as she 
acknowledged the continued 
relationship between the two 
countries and highlighted the 
active role the Chinese com-
munity played in building Fi-
ji’s economy.
 “We are happy to see the 

continuing co-operation be-
tween Fiji and China. China 
takes centre stage globally as 
the world continues to follow 
its rapid progress with much 
interest,” she said.  
“The Chinese Association of 

Fiji is the co-ordinating body 
for major Chinese events and 
festivals. We play an active 
role in the welfare of our com-
munity and businesses and 
we are the main point of con-
tact and coordination with the 

	 FACT 
FILE:

n  The Fij i Business 
Excel lence Awards, 
previously known as Fiji 
Quality Awards, began in 1998
n  FBEA was the brainchild of the 1995 Round 
Table Conference where the representatives 
of unions, employers and Government met 
to draw up a roadmap for Fiji’s Productivity 
Movement
n FBEA framework is similar to the Malcolm 
Baldridge Framework in the United States of 
America
- Fiji has been a member of the Asian Pacific 
Organisation, which has 20 member coun-
tries, for over 34 years 

Fact file
PRASHILA DEVI  

“IT takes a national commit-
ment to build a nation and im-
proving national productivity 

is no different,” says the President, 
Major-General (Ret’d) Jioji Kon-
rote.
President Konrote made the com-

ment while launching the new logo 
for the Fiji Business Excellence 
Awards 20th Anniversary in Suva.
He said all nations irrespective 

of size, location and endowments, 
shared the dream of creating more 
wealth and improving socio-eco-
nomic conditions for their people. 
“By striving for self-improvement 

and recognition, any business that 
applies for these awards is a win-

ner. By striving for growth and 
success, you are bettering not only 
yourselves and your businesses, 
you are bettering Fiji,” President 
Konrote said.
He commended the Asian Produc-

tivity Organization (APO) for its 
contribution to the “socio-econom-
ic development of the Asia-Pacific 
region through the promotion of 
productivity”
“For over 34 years, Fiji has re-

ceived a great deal of support from 
the APO including training and de-
velopment in many areas that have 
helped raise the performance of 
managers, technicians and CEOs 
alike in both the private and public 
sectors,” President Konrote said.  
The awards are administered by 

the FBEA Secretariat and the Na-
tional Training and Productivity 
Centre of the Fiji National Univer-
sity supports and promotes busi-
ness excellence and productivity in 
Fiji.
FNU vice chancellor Professor 

Nigel Healey said over the past 19 
years 238 awards were presented to 
116 applicants.
APO secretary-general Dr Santhi 

Kanoktanaporn urged those attend-
ing the launch to regard business 
excellence holistically, to remem-
ber that it was less about recogni-
tion and more about the improve-
ment of processes and systems 
within organisations to improve 
performance.

President launches FBEA logo



PRIYANKA LAL  

A GRANT contract signed 
between the Nasinu Town 
Council and the Embassy 

of Japan will enable the acquisition 
of a two nine-tonne garbage com-
pactor trucks to supplement the 
current fleet of trucks.
Council special administrator 

Mosese Kama and Ambassador of 
Japan Masahiro Omura signed the 

contract at the Ministry of Local 
Government in Suva last week.
Mr Kama said the financial as-

sistance by Japan would help the 
council improve waste manage-
ment operations in the municipali-
ty by providing an efficient, hazard 
free and timely waste collection 
service to the residents.
Minister for Local Government, 

Housing and Environment Parveen 
Kumar was present at the event. 

Japan, Nasinu seal grant contract
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Minister for Industry, 
Trade and Tourism Fai-
yaz Koya  with the Indi-
an High Commissioner 
to Fiji, Vishvas Sapkal 
during the signing  of 
the memorandum of 
agreement (MOA)  for 
the second phase of 
Indian Government as-
sistance for the Micro 
and Small Business 
Grant (MSBG) initiative 
will assist close to 6000 
individuals. 
 in Suva. 
Photo: PRIYANKA LAL

Minister for Local Government, Housing and Environment Parveen Kumar, Nasinu Town Council special 
administrator Mosese Kama and Ambassador of Japan Masahiro Omura

 during the signing of the grant contract in Suva. Photo: PRIYANKA LAL

Indian govt 
renews 
support 
for MSBG   

Investment policy, Act under review 

RONAL DEO 

THE memorandum of agreement 
(MOA) signed for the second 
phase of Indian Government 

assistance for the Micro and Small 
Business Grant (MSBG) initiative 
will assist close to 6000 individuals. 
Minister for Industry, Trade and 

Tourism Faiyaz Koya recently signed 
the MOA with the Indian High Com-
missioner to Fiji, Vishvas Sapkal, in 
Suva. 
“While the Fijian Government has 

invested a significant amount of funds 
in this initiative, it has been the sup-
port of the Indian Government that 
has given a tremendous boost to this 
particular programme,” Minister Koya 
said. 
“I must tell you that this year we have 

even more creative business ideas.”
High Commissioner Sapkal said the 

signing represented India’s close 
partnership in the development of 
communities and Fiji as a whole.
“We are happy to be part of this 

scheme and will continue to provide 
such assistance. Our relations in all 
spheres are going well and this is an 
important aspect of these relations,” 
he added.

PRIYANKA LAL 

THE Ministry of Industry, 
Trade and Tourism is working 
on the review of the Invest-

ment Policy and Act in collaboration 
with the World Bank Group/Interna-
tional Finance Corporation.
This was highlighted by the Minis-

ter for Industry, Trade and Tourism 
Faiyaz Koya at the opening of the 
Stakeholder Workshop on Invest-
ment Policy and Act Consultations in 
Suva.
Minister Koya said the aim of the re-

view was to develop a new and mod-
ern investment law and regulation, 
which would be able to adapt to the 
changing investment environment 
and provide a reform action plan.
“Therefore, one key outcome of the 

reform map is having a comprehen-
sive Investment Act that provides 
rights, protection and obligations to 
both domestic and foreign investors. 
The Investment Reform Map (IRM) 
identifies the need to clearly define 
roles of the investment promotion 
agency and the regulatory agencies,” 
Minister Koya added.

n Under the second phase 
of the MOA, the Indian Government 
has provided financial support of $5.9 
million to boost the MSBG initiative;
n The MSBG initiative began in 2014 
and since then the Fijian Government 

has supported more than 17,970 
micro and small entrepreneurs. This 
support has directly impacted the lives 
of about 89,750 Fijians;
n Under the first phase of the support 
$4.67m provided in 2016;
n Under this initiative, a grant of 

$1000 each was provided to small 
and micro enterprises; and
n These businesses include farming, 
poultry, beekeeping, livestock 
farming, piggery, market vending, 
retail, florist, bakery, sewing, roadside 
stalls, tailoring and handicraft.

     FACTBOX MICRO AND SMALL BUSINESS GRANT      

n The Fijian economy has been 
experiencing unprecedented levels of 
growth, an average growth of 4.5 per 
cent was achieved over the past five 
years with 5.6 per cent in 2014 being 
the highest recorded for decades;
n Investment accounts for more than 
25 per cent of GDP, with private sector 
investment pegged at 15 per cent;
n The review process has started 

with an Investment Reform Map (IRM), 
which highlights areas of strength, 
gaps and weaknesses in the existing 
legal and policy framework for foreign 
investment, and identified reform 
action plan; and
n The IRM identifies what Fiji’s 
development vision entails, to ensure 
that resources are channelled towards 
attracting the right kind of investment 
and investors.

     FACTBOX 
 INVESTMENT IN FIJI



NATASHA BEGUM 

MINISTER for Women, Chil-
dren and Poverty Alleviation 
Mereseini Vuniwaqa has reit-

erated on the need for more awareness 
on the eradication of violence against 
women in Fiji.
Minister Vuniwaqa made these com-

ments while declaring Rukuruku and 
Nukutocia villages as Zero Tolerance 
Violence Free Communities during her 
tour of Ovalau recently.
“The zero tolerance violence free com-

munities is a very important programme 
in our ministry because of our efforts as 
a nation to eradicate violence against 
women,” she said.
“One of the biggest challenges we face 

is the lack of awareness on our pro-
grammes specifically the zero tolerance 
against violence. 
“We find that it’s mostly women who 

are part of this discussion and that’s 
missing the point because we don’t find 
men in numbers.”
Minister Vuniwaqa added that with the 

ministry’s new approach, it was now in-

volving churches and religious organisa-
tions to raise awareness.
“With our new approach to actively 

involve the churches and the vanua in 
running the first commitment phase we 
are now seeing more men than women 
being part of discussions,” she said.
“The ministry’s strength lies in its part-

nership with stakeholders and religious 
organisations because they are a very 
strong component in eradicating vio-
lence against women and I believe it’s a 
step in the right direction.”

PRIYANKA LAL   

The newly-launched Pacific 
Geographical Information 
Systems & Remote Sens-

ing Council (PGRSC) will pro-
mote and help support further de-
velopments of GIS and RS tools 
in the region.
It was launched recently by the 

Minister for Industry, Trade, Tour-
ism, Lands and Mineral Resourc-
es, Faiyaz Koya, in Suva.
Minister Koya commended the 

staff of the Ministry of Lands and 
its partners at the Pacific Commu-
nity (SPC) and the University of 
the South Pacific (USP) for their 
foresight in the creation of the 
council.

“A key objective of the council is 
to ensure connectivity and robust 
linkages with other GIS, remote 
sensing and scientific bodies re-
gionally and globally,” Minister 
Koya said.
The council has three trustees; 

the permanent secretary of Lands 
and Mineral Resources Malakai 
Finau, a former Director of South 
Pacific Applied Geoscience Com-
mission Dr Russell Howarth and a 
Commissioner for Oaths Rajendra 
Singh.
Dr Wolf Forstreuter serves as 

board chair and the board mem-
bers consist of GIS and RS spe-
cialists from the Ministry of 
Lands, Ministry of Forestry, USP 
and SPC.

RONAL DEO 

“THE growth of our 
towns and cities are in 
the hands of the mu-

nicipal leaders,” says Min-
ister for Local Government, 
Housing and Environment 
Parveen Kumar.
He made the comment at 

a recent Local Government 
Forum on how and why mu-
nicipal councils needed to 
strengthen their roles as de-
velopment partners with the 
national government. 
“The Government has 

put in levels of investment 
through annual grants and 
funding for our towns and 
cities that has never been 
seen before. This has been 
seen as an incentive for pri-
vate investments,” Minister 
Kumar said.
“I have encouraged respon-

sible and sustainable part-
nerships with private entities 
with municipal councils. We 
need to have proactive and 
prudent partnerships that 
benefit all parties.”  
Minister Kumar said this 

needed to tie in with innova-
tion and careful assessment 
of local resources, needs 
and with appropriate risk 
management to ensure local 
growth that tied in with na-
tional development policies 
and aims.  
“Apart from investment 

in economic activities, we 
need to invest in our people 
from the local government 
perspective, in areas such as 
civic pride and responsibili-
ties. This is a cornerstone of 
nation building,” he said.
Minister Kumar said mu-

nicipal councils should in-
volve and inspire residents 
of towns and cities to act 
responsibly in their care for 
public property and ameni-
ties and particularly for the 
environment. 
He added that they would 

have a cleaner, greener Fiji 
with better amenities and 
public facilities and infra-
structure.

RONAL DEO 

MINISTER for Lo-
cal Government, 
Housing and Envi-

ronment Parveen Kumar has 
outlined the Government’s 
intent to review the outdated 

Local Government Act 1972. 
He said the Act could not 

and did not address Fiji’s cur-
rent needs, which was why 
these developments were tak-
ing place. 
“Based on the terms of refer-

ence drawn up by the Local 

Government Committee after 
extensive consultations, a Lo-
cal Government Act Review 
Committee will be appointed 
with five members. This Lo-
cal Government Act Review 
Committee will complete the 
review process of the Local 

Government Act,” Minister 
Kumar said.
He said that it was impor-

tant to understand that the 
review would not address the 
electoral system of municipal 
councils, but there were other 
Acts that needed to look into 

it.
Some of these legislations 

include Public Health Act, 
National Building Code; 
Land Transport Act; Subdi-
vision of Lands Act, Town 
Planning Act, Litter Act.
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Push to 
promote 
investment, 
growth

Plan for Local Govt Act review

Minister for Industry, Trade, Tourism, Lands and Mineral Resources, Faiyaz Koya (INSET) during 
the launch of the Pacific Geographical Information Systems & Remote Sensing Council (PGRSC)  

in Suva.

Pacific GIS & Remote Sensing Council launched 

Call for awareness 
on gender violence

The objectives of the council are:
n To promote the development of Geographic 
Information Systems and Remote Sensing data, 
technologies, methods and services for the Pacific 
region;
n To enable collaboration and share lessons learnt 
across regional agencies and commercial parties;
n To discuss and establish methods in building 
adaptation for the Pacific environment for solutions 
working already well outside the region;
n To manage the distribution, publication and 
awareness of conference outcomes; and
n To establish robust links with other Geographic 
Information Systems and Remote Sensing and 
scientific bodies regionally and globally.

               FACTBOX 
                PGRSC KEY OBJECTIVES	



s\gIt[ l[l

smud+I a[{6I gIt[ sy aono-e]-
l[ ky m[tok[n[, nukUnI aOr 
lovonI koro ko $324,162 
l[gt xit phu{cI hY|
eskI puiQ2 ny9nl i3j>[S2r 
mYnyjmN2 df<tr ky An 
ai6k[ir8o\ H[r[ kI ge] hY 
ijNho\ny aono-e]-l[ HIp pr 
a[kln (assessment) ik8[ 
hY|
lovonI koro my\ $45,915, 
nukUnI koro my\ sb sy J>8[d[ 
xit dj>] kI ge] hY jo 

$63,998 hY jbik m[tok[n[ 
koro my\ $8,755 l[gt xit 
hue] hY|
smud+I a[{6I gIt[ H[r[ aRe] 
8[ 8Ym (yam) ky wyto\ my\ 
lg7g $13,000 l[gt xit 

dj>] kI ge] hY jbik kyly 
ky wyto\ ko lg7g $8,755 
l[gt xit phu{cI hY|
m[tok[n[ my\ kul iml[ kr 
q: 1ro\ pr asr p3>[ hY| tIn 
1r pUrI trh nQ2 huE hY\ aOr 

tIn 1ro\ ky kuq 7[g ko xit 
phu{cI hY|
nukUnI my\ a[@ 1r nQ2 huE hY\ 
aOr q: 1ro\ ky kuq 7[g ko 
xit phu{cI hY|

s\gIt[ l[l

h[l my\ is\g[tok[ my\ 
a[8oijt Ek s[v]jink 
pr[m9] (public 
consultation) ky dOr[n 
lokl gvNm]N2 
m\t=I, prvI4 b[l[ ny 
kh[ ik dy9 7r ky 
An ANnIs anOpc[irk 
biSt8[{ jo 9hr ky sIm[ 
ky aNdr hY\, ko jLd hI 
Aict lIs idE j[E{gy|
'h[l hI my\ lokl 
gvNm]N2 m\t=[l8 H[r[ 
dy9 7r my\ anOpc[irk 
biSt8o\ ijn my\ kq 
aOpc[irkt[ kI 
a[v(8kt[ hY, k[ 
svy]x4 ik8[ g8[," m\t=I 
ny kh[|
'lokl gvNm]N2 
m\t=[l8 vt]m[n my\ 2[An 
aOr is2I k[ANsl t5[ 
lY\3<s m\t=[l8 ky s[5 
imlkr k[m kr rhI hY 
t[ik en anOpc[irk 
biSt8o\ aOr vh[{ rhny 
v[ly logo\ ko Aict lIs 
kI anumit dI j[E|"
m\t=I b[l[ ny 8h 7I 
kh[ ik en anOpc[irk 
biSt8o\ ko Aict lIs 
p=d[n krny sy vy a[i5]
k sh[8t[ p=[Pt krny 
my\ sxm
ho\gy apny jIvn Str my\ 
aOr su6[r l[ sky\gy|
'lIs p=[Pt krny pr 8y 
log kj>] ly kr apny 
jIvn Str aOr apny 1ro\ 
my\ su6[r kr sky\gy aOr 
hm ANhy\ p[ep k[ p[nI 
aOr Aict s3>ky\ 7I 
p=d[n kr sky\gy," m\t=I 
ny kh[|
67 vQ[I]8 r[m mUit], jo 
aolos[r[ is\g[tok[ my\ 
Ek bStI my\ rhty hY\, ny 
srk[r ky es kdm k[ 
Sv[gt ik8[|
'hm anOpc[irk bStI 
my\ hmy9[ rhty\, lyikn 
42 pirv[r a[7[rI hY\ 
ik srk[r ny hmy\ apnI 
8ojn[ao\ my\ rw[ hY aOr 
mY es j[nk[rI k[ 
Sv[gt krt[ hU{ ik hmy\ 
Aict lIs idE j[E{gy," 
_I mUit] ny kh[|
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anOpc[irk 
biSt8o\ my\ 
su6[r kI 
a[9[

m[e] sUv[ p[k] my\ a[8oijt holI sm[roh ky a2onI] jynrl ny sYk3>o\ logo\ ky s[5 iml kr es pv] k[ a[nNd il8[|

smud+I a[{6I gIt[ sy aono-e]-l[ HIp pr $324,162 l[gt xit phu{cI hY| l[ ky m[tok[n[, nukUnI aOr lovonI koro 
ky ilE r[ht s[m[n|

s\gIt[ l[l

h[l hI my\ m[e] sUv[ p[k] my\ a[8oijt holI 
sm[roh ky a2onI] jynrl aOr a5]V8vS5[ 
m\t=I, ae]8[j> sY8d-wY8Um ny sYk3>o\ logo\ 
ky s[5 iml kr es pv] k[ a[nNd il8[|
holI, ijsy 'r\go\ k[ T8oh[r" 7I kh[ j[t[ 
hY, ih\duao\ k[ Ek vs\t (Spring) T8oh[r 
hY jo pUry 7[rt aOr nyp[l, b\gl[dy9 aOr 
p[ikSt[n my\ bsy ihNduao\ aOr s[5 hI An 
dy9o\ jh[{ pr ihNduao\ kI b3>I 3[8Spor[ 
(diaspora) jns\W8[ hY jYsy sUrIn[m 
(Surinam), g8[n[ (Guyana), i2+in3[3 
aOr tbYgo (Trinidad and Tabago), 
dix4 af=Ik[ (South Africa), mlyi98[ 
(Malaysia), 8Un[e23 ik\g3m (United 
Kingdom), amrIk[, kYny3[, moir9s aOr 

fIjI my\ mn[8[ j[t[ hY|
8h bur[e] pr aCq[e] kI ivj8, vs\t kI 
9uRa[t, @\3 kI sm[PtI k[ p=tIk hY, aOr 
ke] logo\ ky ilE Ek dUsry sy imlny, h\sny 
aOr wylny, 7Ulny aOr xm[ krny aOr ibwry 
ir(to\ ko smy2ny k[ sm8 hY|
es sm[roh ky dOr[n a2onI] jynrl ny s7I 
fIjIv[is8o\ sy m[\g kI ik vy wui98[{ mn[E{ 
aOr a[ny v[lI ne] 9uRa[t ko phc[ny\|
'fIjI Ek Eys[ dy9 hY jo bhut 7[G89[lI 
hY K8o\ik 8h[{ hmy\ hr 6[im]k k[8]k=m 
mn[ny k[ avsr imlt[ hY c[hy vh idv[lI, 
e]S2r, pYgMbr mohMmd k[ jNmidn, 
ik=Sms, e]d 8[ holI ho," a2onI] jynrl 
sY8d-wY8Um ny bt[8[|
'es trh ky sm[roho\ ky s[5 hmy\ 8h 
suini(ct krny kI a[v(8kt[ hY ik 

smzd[rI aOr sm~iD kI s\Sk~it s7I 
j[it8o\, 6[im]k smUho\ aOr sbsy mhTvpU4] 
pUry r[Q2+ ko Ekju2 krygI|"
fIjI iS5t 7[rtI8 ACc[8uKt, mh[mihm 
iv(v[s spkl ny kh[ ik holI hmy\ py=m 
ky b[ry my\ i9x[ dytI hY|
ANho\ny kh[ ik 8h hmy\ 8y 8[d idl[t[ hY 
ik 7ly hI hm alg-alg vg] sy a[ty hY\ 
hm Ekju2 hY\ aOr Ek Rp my\ #l j[ty hY\|
'a[j k[ 8h avsr 8hI s\dy9 dohr[t[ 
hY aOr mY\ a[p s7I ko Ek s[5 iml 
kr holI mn[ny ky ilE 6N8v[d dyt[ hU{," 
a2onI] jynrl ny kh[|
es ATsv pr 7[rt ky minpurI n~T8 smUh 
aOr aN8 S5[nI8 smUh H[r[ p=d9]n 7I 
ik8[ g8[|

a2onI] jynrl ny il8[ 
holI sm[roh k[ a[nNd 

aono-e]-l[ my\ 
smud+I a[{6I gIt[ 
sy $324,162 
kI xit



s\gIt[ l[l

fIjI 9Ugr koprY]9n (Ef Es sI) H[r[ 
8h 1oQ[4[ kI ge] hY ik gNny kI pyr[e] 
9uR hony sy phly dy9 7r my\ gNny kI 
wytI v[ly el[ko\ my\ gNn[ #ony v[lI s7I 
s3>ko\ (cane access roads) pr 
mrMmtk[8] pUr[ ho j[Eg[|
Ef Es sI ky cIf aoprYi2\g af<sr, 
_I nvIn cNd+ ny h[l hI my\ p=6[n m\t=I, 
voryNgy be]inmr[m[ H[r[ pi(cmI iv7[g my\ 
ikE gE Ek s[v]jink pr[m9] ky dOr[n 
r[kIr[kI ky Ek iks[n, nryNd+ mh[r[j 
ky sv[lo\ k[ jv[b dyty huE 8h 1oQ[4[ 
kI|
'mOsm kI iS5it kI vjh sy gNn[ #ony 
v[lI s3>ko\ ky rwrw[v ab Ek b3>I 
smS8[ hY lyikn hmny 2y\3r aOr koN2+YK2 
id8[ hY esilE a[ny v[ly hf<to\ my\ 8id 
mOsm ny s[5 id8[ to k[m 9uR hony kI 
s\7[vn[ hY," ANho\ny kh[|
'hm s7I iks[no\ ko sUict krn[ 
c[hty hY\ ik hm 8h suini(ct krn[ 
c[hty hY\ ik s7I @ykyd[r Ek ini(ct 
Str ky ilE k[m pUr[ kry\gy K8o\ik phly, 

pYs[ p=[Pt krny ky b[vjUd hmy\ access 
roads kI iS5it8o\ pr i9k[8ty\ imlI hY\ 
es p=k[r 8h suini(ct krny k[ k[r4 
hY ik hm koN2+K2 An k\pin8o\ ko dy\ 
jo aCq[ k[m krty hY\," _I cNd+ ny 

kh[|
r[kIr[kI ky ilE _I cNd+ ny puiQ2 kI hY 
ik 389 cane access r[Sty\ jo kul 44 
iklomI2r hY\, pr m[c] my\ k[m 9uR hog[|
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cInI V8vs[8 ky 
p=it srk[r kI 
p=itbDt[

p=6[n m\t=I, voryNgy be]inmr[m[ ny dy9 7r ky gNny ky iks[no\ ko 8h cunOtI dI hY ik vy Anky kYn rIPl[iN2\g k[8]k=m (Cane Replanting Programme) sy 
l[7 A@[E{|

Ef Es sI H[r[ 8h 1oQ[4[ kI ge] hY ik gNny kI pyr[e] 9uR hony sy phly dy9 7r my\ gNny kI 
wytI v[ly el[ko\ my\ gNn[ #ony v[lI s7I s3>ko\ (cane access roads) pr mrMmtk[8] pUr[ ho 

j[Eg[|

s\gIt[ l[l

p=6[n m\t=I, voryNgy be]inmr[m[ 
ny h[l hI my\ pi(cmI iv7[g ky 
apny s[v]jink pr[m9] ky dOr[n 
is\g[tok[, n[NdI, lOtok[, b[, 
t[vua[ aOr r[kIr[kI ky gNny ky 
iks[no\ ky smx cInI V8vs[8 
ky p=it srk[r kI p=itbDt[ ko 
dohr[8[ hY| ANho\ny es xyt= ky ilE 
l1u, m^8 aOr dI1]k[ilk lX8o\ 
(short, medium and long term 
goals) ko Aj[gr ik8[|
p=6[n m\t=I ny kh[ ik iks[no\ 
ko s9Kt bn[ny ky Ad<dy(8 sy 
ivi7Nn k[8]k=mo\ aOr phlo\ kI 
9uRa[t kI ge] hY|
'jb hm ATp[dn ky wc] ko km 
krty hY\, to K8[ hm es V8vs[8 
ko aOr ai6k S5[8I, aOr ai6k 
l[7d[8k 7ivQ8 ky ilE Ek 
v[Stivk r[Sty pr l[ skty hY\ 8hI 
k[r4 hY ik myrI srk[r ny Ek 
V8[pk sh[8t[ p=d[n kI hY jo 
a[pkI wc] ko g\7Irt[ sy km 
kr rhy hY\| srk[r ny es 
iv)I8 vQ[] Ek n8[ $6.3 imil8n 
l[gt vIi3s[e3 siBs3I k[8]k=m 
(Weedicide Subsidy Program) 
9uR ik8[ hY ijsk[ lX8 hY gNny 
ky iks[no\ ko sh[8t[ krn[ t[ik 
vy apny Apj ko b#>[ny ky ilE 
km d[m my\ 1[sn[9k dv[ wrId 
sky\," p=6[n m\t=I ny kh[|
p=6[n m\t=I ny 8h 7I kh[ ik aN8 
ne] phl jYsy ik 9UgrkYn 
irhyibil2Y9n aOr Smol g=[N2 SkIm 
ky H[r[ iks[n es trh ky sPl[e] 
wrIdny my\ pYso\ k[ Ap8og krny 
my\ sxm hY\ jYsy fyNs lg[ny v[ly 
s[m[n, pMp aOr p[nI ky 2Y\k| 8h 
gNny ky iks[no\ ko anumit dyt[ hY 
ik vy tyj>I sy bdlty V8vs[8 kI 
git ko apn[ sky\| srk[r ny 9Ugr 
kYn g=vs] k[ANsl ko 9Ugr lyvI 
(sugar levy) 7rn[ j[rI rw[ hY, 
ijsmy\ k[ANsl ky s7I p=9[sink 
wc] (administrative  costs) 7I 
9[iml h\Y|
'hmny es iv)I8 vQ[] my\ pU{jI 
k[8]k=mo\ 8[ kYip2l p=og=[m 
(capital  programmes) ky ilE 
a7UtpUv] 6n (unprecedented 
funding) alg rw[ hY| kul 
iml[kr, cInI V8vs[8 ky bj2 
ko $60 imil8n tk b#>[8[ 
g8[ hY jo ipqly s[l ky bj2 
ky iml[n my\ lg7g dogun[ J>8[d[ 
hY aOr hm[ry sm5]n sy, 2018 my\ 
gNn[ ATp[dn lg7g do l[w 2n 
tk phu{cny k[ anum[n hY|"
aN8 p=oTs[hno\ my\ 9[iml hY\ 
fyi2]l[ej>r siBs3I aOr iks[no\ 
ko Ek shk[rI a[6[irt d~iQ2ko4 
(cooperative based approach) 
ky m[^8m sy sh[8t[ p=d[n krn[ 
t[ik iks[no\ ky p[s wud ky 
mykyinkl h[vy]S2r ho sky aOr 
jLd hI fIjI 9Ugr koprY]9n ky 
m[^8m sy iks[no\ ko 2+YK2r p=d[n 
ikE j[E{gy|

s\gIt[ l[l

p=6[n m\t=I, voryNgy be]inmr[m[ 
ny dy9 7r ky gNny ky iks[no\ 
ko 8h cunOtI dI hY ik vy 
Anky kYn rIPl[iN2\g k[8]
k=m (Cane Replanting Pro-
gramme) sy l[7 A@[E{|
srk[r H[r[ es p=og=[m ky 
ilE $16 imil8n p=d[n kI 

j[ rhI hY, iks[n apny wyto\ 
my\ nE gNn[ bony ky ilE en 
pYso\ ko p=oTs[hn (incentive) 
ky Rp my\ k[m my\ l[ skty hY\| 
es v~iD sy 2017 my\ 5,671 
hyK2y8r gNn[ Ag[8[ g8[ 5[ 
jbik 2016 my\ isf] 3,900 
hyK2y8r gNn[ Ag[8[ g8[ 5[|
'hm gNn[ Atp[dn ko b#>[ 
rhy hY\ aOr ivSt[r syv[ao\ 

(EKS2y\9n siv]sj>), pirvhn 
(transportation) aOr k2[e] 
(harvesting) my\ su6[r l[ rhy 
hY\ aOr hmny iks[no\ ky ilE 
ne] aOr byhtr tknIko\ ko 
S5[n[\tirt (transfer) krny my\ 
mdd kI hY," ANho\ny kh[|
'lyikn hm[rI irpo]2o\ sy 
s\kyt imlt[ hY ik hm[ry p[s 
30,000 hyK82r j>mIn hY jo 
w[lI hy\ 8[ km-Ap8og kI 
j[tI hYy, esilE mY\ a[p s7I 
ko p=oTs[iht krt[ hU{ ik es 
anud[n 8[ g=[N2 k[ l[7 A@
[ty 
huE aOr ai6k gNn[ Ag[E{|"
ANho\ny 8h 7I kh[ ik mj>dUro\ 
kI kmI ky k[r4 gNny kI 
k2[e] srk[r ky ilE Ek 
mhTvpU4] ky\d+ hY| 
'hmny 21 shk[rI simit 
8[ korprYi2v (coopera-
tives) ko mykyinkl h[vy]S2r 
i3pois2 (deposit) ky ilE 

$90,000 p=d[n kI hY aOr 
phly sy hI, hmny gNny kI kul 
p=it9t my\ mykyinkl h[vy]S2r 
ky H[r[ a[@ p=it9t sy a2<@
[rh p=it9t v~iD kI hY," p=6[n 
m\t=I be]inmr[m[ ny kh[|
2009 my\ 9uR ikE gE 
fyi2]l[ej>r siBs3I ky H[r[ 
srk[r ny iks[no\ ky ilE d[m 
ko aOr km kr ky $20 p=it 
bSt[ (bYg) kr id8[ hY| es 
sy ipqly s[l jnvrI sy ibk=I 
my\ krIb 40 p=it9t kI v~iD 
hue] hY|
'hmny 2ol-f=I l[eNs kI 
S5[pn[ ky m[^8m sy iks[no\ 
kI i9k[8to\ aOr ic\t[ao\ ky 
ilE m\t=[l8 ko aOr ai6k 
s\vydn9Il (responsive) bn[ 
id8[ hY| es ky al[v[ iks[n 
Ef Es sI ky smx 
0800-6661972 pr apnI 
i9k[8t aOr ic\t[E{ V8Kt kr 
skty hY\," p=6[n m\t=I

p=6[n m\t=I ny 
dI iks[no\ 
ko cunOtI

pyr[e] sy phly s7I mrMmtk[8] sm[Pt ho j[E{gy



i9x[ k[ 
a[kln j[rI 2020 tk a[8[t ko km 

krn[ srk[r k[ lX8
s\gIt[ l[l

isrk[r k[ 8h lX8 hY ik 2020 tk 
fl aOr 9[k siBj>8o\ ky a[8[t ko $80 
imil8n sy km ik8[ j[E|
h[l hI my\ a[8oijt EKSpo2s] isMpoij>8m 
ky dOr[n k~iQ[ m\t=[l8 ky S5[8I sicv, 
3yiv3 koilt\g[ny ny kh[ ik k~iQ[ V8vs[8 
ny 2016 my\ $453 imil8n k[ nk[r[Tmk 
pir4[m idw[8[ hY - ijsk[ a5] hY ik 
a[8[t (import) in8[]t (export) sy khI\ 
ai6k 5[|

ANho\ny 8h 7I kh[ ik in8[]t k[ mUL8 
ijsmy\ fsl aOr p9u dono\ 9[iml 5y 
ijsmy\ muW8 Rp sy p=muw t[j>[ aOr 
@\3[ vStuao\ k[ in8[]t ik8[ g8[ 5[ 
jYsy 3[lo, adrk, ksyr[, ppIt[ aOr 8\
gon[ t5[ aN8 mUL8vi6]t ATp[d (value 
added products) jYsy n[ir8l k[ tyl|
'kuq log kh skty hY\ ik 8h 
av[Stivk hY, lyikn hmy\ iv(v[s hY ik 
agr hm byhtr trIky wojny aOr apnI 
smS8[ao\ k[ sm[6[n #{U#ny my\ apny s7I 
p=8[so\ ko Ek s[5 rwty hY\ tb sb kuq 

s\7v hY| myr[ m[nn[ hY ik 8h isMpoij>8m 
k~iQ[ V8vs[8 sy s\b\i6t b[tcIt aOr 
An V8vs[8 iv9yQ[ Rp sy hm[ry in8[]
t tk phu{cny ky ilE As m\c ko p=d[n 
krny kI phl k[ sm5]n krtI hY," _I 
koilt\g[ny ny kh[|
AsI vQ[] $646 imil8n l[gt vStuE{ 
a[8[t kI ge] ijnmy\ 9[iml hY\ c[vl, 
a[lU, 3YrI, t[j>[ aOr @\3[ m[\s, eT8[id|    
ANho\ny kh[ ik k~iQ[ AFog ky ilE ab 
cunOtI hY gYr-cInI in8[]t ko $100 
imil8n tk b#>[n[|

s\gIt[ l[l

A)rI iv7[g my\ 3y+kytI ky 6[n 
ky iks[no\ sy m[\g kI j[ rhI 
hY ik vy c[vl AFog (rice 
industry) ky ivk[s ky ilE 
a[ps my\ t5[ k~iQ[ m\t=[l8 
ky s[5 iml kr k[m kry\|
sh[8k k~iQ[ m\t=I, iv8m 
ipLly ny 3+ykytI iS5t vnua[ 
lyvU r[es f[ms] korprYi2v 
kI v[iQ[]k a[m s7[ ky 
dOr[n dy9 my\ c[vl kI 
a[8[t ko km krny kI 

sh[8t[ ky ilE iks[no\ ko 
AnkI 7Uimk[ 8[d idl[8[|
ANho\ny 8h 7I kh[ ik fIjI 
r[es ilim23 H[r[ ipqly vQ[o]\ 
my\ c[vl kI ATp[dn my\ v~iD 
dywI ge] hY jo SpQ2 Rp sy 
8h d9[]tI hY ik iks[n es 
AFog my\ srk[r ky invy9 
aOr sh[8t[ ko aCqI trh 
sy k[m my\ l[ rhy hY\|
kuq iks[no\ ny sh[8k 
k~iQ[ m\t=I ky smx 3+ykytI 
ag=IkLcr S2Y9n pr Aict 
m9Ino\ kI kmI pr apnI 

ic\t[E{ V8Kt kI ijs pr 
m\t=I ny ANhy\ a[(v[sn id8[ 
ik aOr ai6k m9In ijn my\ 
9[iml hY\ r[es h[vy]S2r, p[vr 
i2lr aOr 'El" ky a[k[r 
v[ly ro2ovY2s] (rotavators) 
l[ny kI 8ojn[E{ hY\|
v[iQ[]k a[m s7[ ky dOr[n 
ds sdS8o\ k[ Ek voik]\g 
g=up 7I bn[8[ g8[ t[ik 
iks[no\ aOr k~iQ[ m\t=[l8 ky 
bIc byhtr t[lmyl
(coordination) ho sky|

s\gIt[ l[l

i9x[ m\t=[l8 H[r[ vt]m[n my\ Ek 
a[kln (assessment) ik8[ j[ 
rh[ hY t[ik An xyt=o\ ko in6[]irt 
kI j[ sky\ ijNhy\ byhtr i9x[-
s\b\6I suiv6[ao\ kI a[v(8kt[ 
hY|
h[l hI my\ n\g[lI i3iS2+K2 SkUl 
pr Ek tlnv[ sy9n ky dOr[n 
a2onI] jynrl aOr i9x[ m\t=I, 
ae]8[j> sY8d-wY8Um ny vIir8[ 
nOsorI ky Ek inv[sI, r[j kum[r 
ky sv[lo\ k[ jv[b dyty sm8 
8h a[m ik8[|
pc[s vQ[I]8 _I kum[r ny As 
el[ky my\ Ek h[e] SkUl bn[ny kI 
m[\g kI t[ik n\g[lI, v[\g[Mby\g[, 
vIir8[, s[vU aOr vnua[kUl[ ne]
t[sIrI ky bCcy\ vh[{ p#>[e] kr 
sky\|
a2onI] jynrl ny _I kum[r ky 
anuro6 ko no2 ik8[ aOr ANhy\ 
8h bt[8[ ik vt]m[n my\ srk[r 
kI p=[5imkt[ hY 8h dywn[ ik 
dy9 7r my\ mOjUd[ SkUlo\ my\ p8[]
Pt kx[E{, Aict koMP8U2r aOr 
s[e]Ns lYb t5[ EyBlU9n BloKs 
(ablution-blocks) ho\| 
'n\g[lI i3iS2+K2 SkUl H[r[ 
muz sy kuq nE kx[ao\ k[ 
inm[]4 krny kI m[\g kI ge] hY 
ijNhy\ p=[5imkt[ dI j[EgI| hm 
a[kl[n kr rhy hY\ ik kh[{ 
aOr ai6k h[e] SkUl bn[ny kI 
a[v(8kt[ hY aOr kh[{ p=[8mrI 
SkUlo\ my\ aOr ai6k kx[E{ bn[ny 
kI a[v(8kt[ hY," a2onI] jynrl 
ny kh[|
_I kum[r ny ic\t[ jt[ty huE 
kh[ ik vIir8[ aOr a[s p[s ky 
el[ko\ ky q[t=o\ ko sm8sIm[ ky 
aNdr nOsorI ky SkUlo\ my\ d[iwl[ 
(admission) nhI\ iml p[t[ hY|
'J>8[d[tr hm[ry bCcy apnI h[e] 
SkUl kI i9x[ ky ilE nOsorI ky 
sykN3+I SkUlo\ my\ j[ty hY\ lyikn 
ANhy\ apny nj>dIkI SkUl my\ j[ny 
ky ilE kh[ j[t[ hY| SkUl 9uR 
hony tk, kx[E{ pUrI trh 7r j[ty 
hY\ aOr 8y bCcy qU2 j[ty hY\| Eys[ 
es s[l hua[ esilE hm anuro6 
kr rhy hY\ ik 8h[{ Ek h[e] SkUl 
k[ inm[]4 ho| essy hm[ry bCco\ 
ko l[7 hog[," _I kum[r ny 
anuro6 ik8[|
a2onI] jynrl ny kh[ ik jbik 
a[kln pUr[ hony my\ lg7g q: 
sy nO mhIny lgy\gy, AFy(8 hY esy 
@Ik sy krn[|
ANho\ny es b[t pr p=k[9 3[l[ 
ik srk[r kI muf<t i9x[ phl 
(free education initiative) ky 
k[r4 SkUl rol my\ v~iD hue] hY 
es vjh sy aOr kx[ao\ k[ 
inm[]4 a[v(8k hY|
'esmy\ koe] s\dyh nhI\ hY ik 
muf<t i9x[ phl ky k[r4 ab 
SkUlo\ my\ J>8[d[ bCcy hY\| bhut 
s[ry m[t[ ipt[ ab apny bCco\ 
ko SkUl 7yjny ky f[8dy dyw 
rhy hY\| phly bhut J>8[d[ SkUl 
3+opa[A2<s (dropouts) hua[ 
krty 5y|"
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sh[8k k~iQ[ m\t=I, iv8m ipLly ny 3+ykytI iS5t vnua[ lyvU r[es f[ms] korprYi2v kI v[iQ[]k a[m s7[ ky 
dOr[n iks[no\ ko bt[8[ ik aOr ai6k m9In ijn my\ 9[iml hY\ r[es h[vy]S2r, p[vr i2lr aOr 'El" ky 

a[k[r v[ly ro2ovY2s] (rotavators) l[ny kI 8ojn[E{ hY\|

s\gIt[ l[l

7[rt srk[r H[r[ p=d[n kI 
j[ rhI qo2y aOr m^8m Str 
ky V8vs[8 ky ilE sh[8t[ 
(Micro and Small Business 
Grant [MSBG]) ky dUsry cr4 
ky sm5]n ky ilE smzOty pr 
hSt[xr sy lg7g 6000 logo\ 
ko l[7 hog[|
h[l hI sUv[ my\ e\3S2+I, 2+Y3, 
2Uirj>m, lY\3<s aOr imnrl 
irsos]s m\t=I, fe]8[j> ko8[ aOr 
fIjI ky ilE 7[rtI8 ACc[8uKt 
(High Commissioner), 
mh[mihm iv(v[s spkl ny  
es smzOty pr hSt[xr ik8[|
7[rtI8 srk[r ny $5.9 imil8n 
l[gt a[i5]k sh[8t[ p=d[n kI 
hY|
'Em Es bI phl kI 9uRa[t 
2015 my\ hue] aOr tb sy srk[r 
ny 17,970 sy ai6k qo2y aOr 
m^8m Str ky V8[p[ir8o\ k[ 
sm5]n ik8[| es sm5]n nyy 
89,750 fIjIv[is8o\ ky jIvn 
ko sI6y Rp sy p=7[ivt ik8[ 
hY| jbik fIjI8n srk[r ny 
es phl my\ Ek mhTvpU4] r[9I 
k[ invy9 ik8[ hY, esmy\ 7[rt 
srk[r k[ 7I sm5]n rh[ hY 
ijsny es iv9yQ[ k[8]k=m ko 
k[fI b#>[v[ id8[ hY| sm5]n 
k[ phl[ cr4 2016 my\ AplB6 
$4.67 imil8n 5[," m\t=I ko8[ 
ny kh[|
es phl ky tht, p=T8yk qo2y 
aOr m^8m Str ky V8vs[8 ky 
ilE $1000 k[ anud[n (g=[\2) 
p=d[n ik8[ j[t[ hY|
ACc[8uKt spkl ny kh[ ik 
hSt[xr smud[8o\ aOr pUry fIjI 
ky ivk[s my\ 7[rt kI krIbI 
7[gId[rI k[ p=itini6Tv krt[ hY|
'hmy\ wu9I hY ik hm es trh 
kI 8ojn[ k[ ihSs[ hY\ aOr hm 
esI trh sh[8t[ p=d[n krn[ 
j[rI rwy\gy|" 

6[n kI wytI ky ilE aOr ai6k m9In kI 8ojn[E{  

qo2y aOr 
m^8m Str ky 
V8vs[8 ky 
ilE sh[8t[
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h[l hI my\ m[e] sUv[ p[k] my\ a[8oijt holI sm[roh ky a2onI] jynrl aOr a5]V8vS5[ m\t=I, ae]8[j> 
sY8d-wY8Um ny sYk3>o\ logo\ ky s[5 iml kr es pv] k[ a[nNd il8[| es sm[roh ky dOr[n a2onI] 
jynrl ny s7I fIjIv[is8o\ sy m[\g kI ik vy wui98[{ mn[E{ aOr a[ny v[lI ne] 9uRa[t ko phc[ny\|

r[Q2+pit myjr jynrl (retired) ic8ocI konroty ny h[l hI my\ born h[Aj> 
pr kY\2rbrI ky a[c]ib9p, 8or g=Ys d moS2 ryvry\3 E\3 r[e2 aonrbl 
jiS2n po2]l vyLbI (Archbishop of Canterbury, Your Grace The 
Most Reverend and Right Honourable Justin Portal Welby) k[ 
Sv[gt ik8[| fIjI puils fos] ky af<sro\ H[r[ Ek p[rMpirk Sv[gt 
sm[roh ik8[ g8[| es sm[roh my\ S5[n[pNn p=6[n m\t=I aOr a2onI]-
jynrl, ae]8[j> sY8d-wY8Um, m\t=I m\3l ky sdS8o\ aOr ivi7Nn s\p=d[8o\ 
ky 6[im]k nyt[ao\ ny 7[g il8[|

a2onI] jynrl ny il8[ 
holI pv] k[ a[nNd

r[Q2+pit konroty ny ik8[ kY\2rbrI 
ky a[c]ib9p k[ Sv[gt
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N8u j>IlY\3 ky E5ink koM8Uin2Ij> m\t=I, m[nnI8 jynI sylys[ ny h[l hI my\ 
lOtok[ a[\6= sykN3+I SkUl ky nE 2ylysyN2r k[ Ad<1[2n ik8[| fIL3 40 
my\ Ad<1[2n ikE gE es 2ylysyN2r sy smud[8o\ ko i3ij2l 8ug ky b[ry my\ 
sIwny aOr l[7 A@[ny k[ avsr p=[Pt hog[|

lokl gvNm]N2, h[Aij>\g, ENv[erNmN2, eNf=S2+Kcr aOr 2+[NSpo2] m\t=I, 
prvI4 kum[r b[l[ ny h[l hI my\ Spo2]<s is2I my\ a[8oijt fIjI 3+[eiv\g 
SkULs asoisE9n kI 2018 v[iQ[]k a[m s7[ k[ Ad<1[2n ik8[| 
m\t=I b[l[ ny kh[ ik 3+[eiv\g SkUlo\ ko surixt 3+[evr tY8[r krny kI 
ij>Mmyd[ir8[{ b#> rhI hY K8o\ik ab hm[rI s3>ko\ pr b3>I s\W8[ my\ g[i3>8[{, 
ne] tknIk v[lI g[i3>8[{, s3>ko\ kI iS5it my\ su6[r aOr ab aOr J>8[d[ 
log g=[mI4 el[ko\ sy a[kr 9hro\ my\ bsny lgy hY\|

N8u j>IlY\3 ky m\t=I ny lOtok[ a[\6= 
SkUl ky 2ylysyN2r k[ Ad<1[2n ik8[

fIjI 3+[eiv\g SkULs asoisE9n 
k[ 2018 E jI Em k[ 



s\gIt[ l[l

p=6[n m\t=I aOr kop23 ky 
a^8x, voryNgy be]inmr[m[ ny 
s\sd my\ jlv[8u k[rv[e] 
(climate action) pr fIjI kI 
a^8xt[ jo mh[n p=git hY, pr 
Ek iminS2IrI8l b8[n id8[|
p=6[n m\t=I ny fIjI kI
ApliB68o\ pr p=k[9 3[lty 
huE kh[ ik hm apny vjn 
sy J>8[d[ boz #o rhy hY\ aOr 
ivr[st vStuao\ sy isf] fIjI 
ko hI nhI\ biLk sbsy kmj>or 
dy9o\ ky n[girko\ ko 7I l[7 
hog[|
'en my\ 9[iml hY\ jlv[8u 8uD 
my\ k~iQ[ pr Eyith[isk smzOty, 
mihl[ao\ ky s[5 s[5 a[idv[sI 
logo\ aOr smud[8o\ ky mhTv, 
jlv[8u ky k[r4 kmj>or dy9o\ 
ky ilE ai6k sStI bIm[ tk 
phu{c p=d[n krny aOr fIjI 
ky ao9n p[5vY eini9Ei2v 
(Ocean Pathway Initiative) 
k[ jlv[8u pirvt]n aOr hm[ry 
mh[s[gro\ ky Sv[S%8 ky bIc 

atulnI8 il\k," p=6[n m\t=I 
be]inmr[m[ ny kh[|
p=6[n m\t=I ny ai6k sy ai6k 
k[rv[e] suini(ct krny ky ilE 
a[gy ky k[m aOr ai6ktm 

mhTvk[\x[ao\ ky mhTv pr 7I 
ivSt[r sy bt[8[|
ANho\ny bt[8[ ik fIjI ky 
kop23 kI sflt[ k[ ihSs[ 
jlv[8u kI v[t[] ky mhTvpU4] 

iv9yQ[t[ao\ my\ sy Ek 5[ 
tlnoa[ v[t[] (Talanoa
Dialogue) ijsmy\ fIjI 
f<ly8r ky s[5 ke] phl ko 
anukUilt krny kI xmt[ 5I|

jlv[8u pirvt]n ky ilE 
$9.3 ibil8n kI j>Rrt

s\gIt[ l[l

agly ds vQ[o]\ my\ fIjI ko $9.3 
ibil8n kI a[v(8kt[ p3>ygI t[ik 
jlv[8u pirvt]n ijsk[ asr hm[ry a5]
V8vS5[ pr hY, kI git ko S5[ipt rw[ 
j[ sky|
a2onI] jynrl, ae]8[j> sY8d-wY8Um ny s\
sd my\ srk[rI s\sd sdS8, mt[e]8[sI 
inAm[t[e]v[lU ky sv[l ik bon jm]nI 
my\ kop23 my\ fIjI ky jlv[8u arixtt[ 
a[kln (Fiji’s Climate Vulnerability 

Assessment) pr k[8o]\ kI j>Rrt  
(actions needed) ky jv[b my\ kh[|
'es jlv[8u arixtt[ a[kln 

(Climate Vulnerability Assessment) 
my\, nvIn iv(lyQ[4 aOr k[8]-p=4[lI 
(innovative analysis and 
methodology) 7I hY Ad[hr4 ky tOr 
pr, 8h wr[b aOr asm[nt[ pr jlv[8u 
a[pd[ao\ ky p=7[v kI j[{c krt[ hY 
t[ik srk[r joiwm p=b\6n (risk 
management) in4]8 ly sky jo grIbI 
ky p=7[v sy sUict ikE j[ty hY\ n ik 

isf] kul wco]\ ky a[6[r pr," a2onI] 
jynrl sY8d-wY8Um ny kh[|
jn[b sY8d-wY8Um ny kh[ ik bhut 
J>8[d[ a[i5]k anum[n hY\ aOr buin8[id 
#[\cy my\ t5[ fIjIv[is8o\ ky bIc 
lcIl[pn k[ inm[]4 krny ky ilE, shI 
tknIk k[ Ap8og krn[ j>RrI hY|
'8h tknIk jlv[8u kI 12n[ao\ kI 
a[v~i) (frequency) my\ 7[rI v~iD k[ 
s[mn[ krny my\ mdd krygI," a2onI] 
jynrl ny bt[8[|

s\gIt[ l[l

7[rtI8 rylvY iv9yQ[0o\ kI Ek 2Im H[r[ 
h[l hI fIjI rylvY ny2vk] k[ a[kln 
ik8[ g8[ aOr ANho\ny ny2vk] ko apg=Y3 
krny ky ilE Ek Pl[n aof EK9n kI 
sl[h dI t[ik ai6k sy ai6k 7[3>y 
k[ m[l (freight) aOr 8[t=I sfr kr 
sky\|
h[l my\ ne] idLlI, 7[rt my\ a[8oijt 
iv(v stt ivk[s i9wr sMmyln 
(World Sustainable Development 
Summit) ky dOr[n  a2onI] jynrl aOr 
a5]V8vS5[ m\t=I, ae]8[j> sY8d-wY8Um 

aOr 7[rtI8 ryl m\t=I (Minister for 
Railways), m[nnI8 pI8UQ[ go8l ky 
bIc bY@k ky b[d 7[rtI8 ryl m\t=[l8 
ny es dl ko 7yj[ 5[|
tknIkI 2Im 27 frvrI 2018 ko 
fIjI phu{cy aOr esmy\ 9[iml hY\ jynrl 
mYnyjr for Spy9l p=ojyK2<s, _I p=ym 
r\jn kum[r, jynrl mYnyjr roil\g S2ok, 
_I aikly9 im_[ aOr jynrl mYnyjr gor 
2+[NSpo2] E\3 ekonoimKs, _I SkIrk[\t 
k[nb\6U|
tknIkI dl b[ iS5t r[r[v[e] cInI 
iml ky s[e2 k[ dOr[ kr cuky hY\ 
aOr vy pi(cmI iv7[g my\ s[e2 k[ dOr[ 

krn[ j[rI rwy\gy|
a2onI] jynrl, ae]8[j> sY8d-wY8Um ny 
sUv[ my\ a[8oijt Ek bY@k my\ fIjI 
a[ny ky ilE dl k[ Sv[gt ik8[ jh[{ 
ANho\ny fIjI my\ rylvY buin8[id #[{cy ky 
apg=Y3 ky 7[rI l[7 pr bl id8[|
ai6k sy ai6k m[l 7[3>y ko 
sm[8oijt (accomodate) krny ky 
ilE hm[ry rylvY ko apg=Y3 krny sy 
hm[ry iks[no\ ijnmy\ gNny kky iks[n 
7I 9[iml hY\, pr tTk[l p=7[v p3>yg[ 
jo aOr ai6k gNn[ #o sky\gy aOr apny 
k[2y]j ky wc] ko km kr sky\gy t5[ 
apny l[7 sIm[ my\ v~iD kr sky\gy," 

a2onI] jynrl ny kh[|
'aOr nE trIko\ sy 8[it=8o\ ky sfr 
(psyNjr 2+Yvl) 7I woly j[E{gy ijssy 
2Uirj>m, k~iQ[, pirvhn 
(transportation) aOr hm[rI b#>tI a5]
V8vS5[ ky ke] aN8 xyt=o\ ko l[7 
hog[|"
'hm es pir8ojn[ pr 7[rt srk[r 
ky s[5 7[gId[rI krny ky ilE bhut 
ATsuk hY\ aOr Anky tknIkI dl 
ky a[kln ky pUr[ hony ky b[d, pUrI 
isf[ir9 (recommendation) p=[Pt 
krny ky ilE tTpr hY\," a2onI] jynrl 
ny bt[8[|
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p=6[n m\t=I aOr kop23 ky a^8x, voryNgy be]inmr[m[ ny s\sd my\ kh[ ik fIjI ky ao9n p[5vY eini9Ei2v (Ocean 
Pathway Initiative) k[ jlv[8u pirvt]n aOr hm[ry mh[s[gro\ ky Sv[S%8 ky bIc ghr[ s\b\6 hY|

7[rtI8 rylvY iv9yQ[0o\ ny fIjI8n rylvY ny2vk] k[ a[kln 9uR ik8[

Em Es bI jI 
ky phly cr4 sy 
4,752 V8vs[8o\ 
ko l[7

kop23 ky 
ilE fIjI kI 
a^8xt[ Ek 
ivr[st qo3> rhI 
hY: p=6[n m\t=I

s\gIt[ l[l

7[rt srk[r H[r[ qo2y aOr 
m^8m Str ky V8vs[8o\ ky 
ilE sh[8t[ (Micro and 
Small Business Grant 
[MSBG]) ky phly cr4 ky 
sm5]n sy lg7g 4000 sy 
ai6k logo\ ko l[7 hua[| 
Em Es bI g=[\2 ky phly 
cr4 ky ilE 7[rt srk[r 
H[r[ $4.67 imil8n a[i5]k 
sh[8t[ p=d[n kI ge]| 
h[l hI my\ 7[rt srk[r ky 
dUsry cr4 ky sm5]n ky ilE 
Ek smzOty pr hSt[xr krty 
sm8 e\3S2+I, 2+Y3, 2Uirj>m, 
lY\3<s aOr imnrl irsos]s 
m\t=I, fe]8[j> ko8[ ny kh[ 
ik Em Es bI jI phl qo2y 
sy qo2y V8vs[8o\ ky ilE hY 
8[ ifr An logo\ ky ilE hY 
ijnky p[s V8vs[8 hY\ aOr vy 
esy aOr ivkist krn[ c[hty 
hY\ 8[ ifr jo Ek V8vs[8 
9uR krn[ c[hty hY\|
'phly cr4 my\ 7[rt srk[r 
H[r[ p=d[n ikE gE pYso\ 
sy kul iml[ kr 4,752 
V8[p[ir8o\ ko apny spno\ k[ 
Ehs[s hua[| en V8vs[8o\ my\ 
9[iml hY\: wytI, mugI] p[ln, 
m6umKwI p[ln, p9up[ln, 
sUar p[ln, m[ky]2 vyiN3\g, 
rI2Yl, fUlo\ k[ V8vs[8, 
bYkrI, isl[e], s3>k ky 
ikn[ry S2ol aOr hY\i3k=[f<2, 
a[id," m\t=I ko8[ ny kh[|
m\t=I ny 8h 7I kh[ ik 
Anky p[s sk[r[Tmk 
pir4[m h\Y, K8o\ik ijn 
V8vs[8o\ ko phl ky m[^8m 
sy sh[8t[ p=d[n kI ge] hY 
vy ivkist ho rhy hY\ aOr kuq 
apny k[rob[r ko aOr ivSt[r 
kr rhy hY\|
2014 my\ phl kI S5[pn[ ky 
b[d sy, srk[r ny 17,970 sy 
ai6k qo2y aOr m^8m Str ky 
V8vs[8o\ k[ sm5]n ik8[ hY|



s\gIt[ l[l

h[l hI my\ sUv[ my\ 
a[8oijt 2018 nis]\g 
e\2Ns] e\3K9n p=og=[m 
(Nursing Interns 
Induction 
Programme) ky dOr[n 
hyL5 aOr myi3kl 
siv]s<j> m\t=I, roj>I akbr 
ny lg7g 250 nE nso]\ 
sy m[\g kI ik vy s7I 
fIjIv[is8o\ ky ilE 

svo])m syv[ p=d[n kry\y aOr 
Ek 2Im ky Rp my\ k[m 
kry\|
m\t=I akbr ny kh[ ik ns] 
Sv[S%8 p=4[lI ky h~d8 hY\| 
aOr Ansy m[\g kI ik vy 
Sv[S%8 m\t=[l8 ky mUL8o\ 
ko brkr[r rwy\|
ANho\ny 244 nis]\g e\2Ns] 
ko bt[8[ ik apny k[8o\ 
ky ilE vy wud A)rd[8I rhy\
gy, aOr ANhy\ apny sIin8ro\ 
(Seniors) sy sh[8t[ p=[Pt 

krny ky ilE p=oTs[iht 
ik8[|
m\t=I akbr ny 9[\t aOr 
6Y8] rwny ky mhTv pr j>or 
id8[ 8h[{ tk ik anuict 
aOr tk]pU4] mrIj>o\ 8[ Anky 
pirv[ro\ ky s[5 py9 a[ty 
vKt 7I|
c[r idno\ k[ 8h e\3K9n 
p=og=[m 9uk=v[r 9 m[c], 
2018 ko sm[Pt hua[|

s\gIt[ l[l

sUv[ Apngro\ (suburbs)  my\ inm[]4 
ikE gE kuq pur[ny s3>ko\ my\ Aict 
3+Ynj n hony ky k[r4 vt]m[n my\ kI j[ 
rhI r[Sto\ kI mrMmt my\ mui(kly\ ATpNn 
ho rhI hY\|
a2onI] jynrl, ae]8[j> sY8d-wY8Um ny 
lokl gvNm]N2, ab]n, h[Aij>\g aOr 
ENv[erNmN2 m\t=I ky Rp my\ s\sd ko 
bt[8[ ik 1940 ky d9k my\ inm[]4 
ikE gE s3>ko\ pr 3+Ynj kI kmI 
vt]m[n my\ s3>ko\ kI wr[b h[lt ky 
p=muw k[r4 hY|
ANho\ny kh[ ik jh[{ s3>ky\ hY\, vh[{ 
p[nI ky p[ep 7I bn[E gE 5y jo ab 

pur[ny ho cuky hY\ aOr irs rhy hY\|
'en my\ sy kuq p[ep ESbyS2os k[ 
Ap8og krky bn[E gE 5y| to jb 8y 
p[ep sy irs[v hot[ hY, tb 8h nIcy 
s3>k ko nrm bn[ dyt[ hY," jn[b 
sY8d-wY8Um ny kh[|
'agr a[p dywy\, to vy v[Stv my\ nIcy 
Aict 3+Ynj kI V8vS5[ kr rhy hY\| 8hI 
k[r4 hY ik hm esy hr jgh nhI\ kr 
rhy hY\|"
a2onI] jynrl ny kh[ ik 9hr ky a[s 
p[s ky s3>ko\ ky apg=Yi3\g esI vjh 
sy lMb[ vKt ly rh[ hY|
vy ivpxI px ky sv[lo\ k[ jv[b dy 
rhy 5y ik kYsy srk[r 8h a[(vSt kr 

sktI hY ik fIjI ro3<s a5oir2I H[r[ 
s3>ko\ pr inm[]4 8[ mrMmtk[8] k[ 
ACc Str brkr[r rw[ j[E|
ANho\ny s\sd ko 8h 7I bt[8[ ik 
srk[r fIjI ky s7I s3>ko\ ko 
2[r-sIl krny my\ sxm nhI\ hY|
'hm fIjI ky s7I s3>ko\ ko 
2[r-sIl nhI\ kr skty hY\ lyikn hmy\ 
8h suin(ct krny kI a[v(8kt[ hY 
ik vy s7I s3>k ijNhy\ 2[r-sIl nhI\ 
ik8[ j[ skt[ hY, ko in8imt Rp sy 
mrMmt ik8[ j[E| aOr in8imt Rp sy 
AnkI mrMmt kI j[EgI K8o\ik esky 
ilE hm[ry p[s Ek k[8]k=m hY," a2onI] 
jynrl ny kh[|

s\gIt[ l[l

EysI a[9[ hY ik fIjI 
elyiK2+is2I a5oir2I dUsrI 
ibjlI ig=3 k[ inm[]4 krygI 
t[ik 8h suini(ct kI j[ sky 
ik ibjlI igrny pr (when 
lightning strikes)  vItI lyvU 
my\ a\6yr[ n ho|
a2onI] jynrl aOr S5[n[pNn 
eNf=S2+Kcr m\t=I, ae]8[j> 
sY8d-wY8Um ny kh[ ik Eys[ 
anum[n hY ik p=muw kYip2l 
p=ojyK2 k[ kul wc] lg7g 
$200 imil8n hY| es 

pir8ojn[ ko agly p[{c vQ[o]\ 
my\ ivkist ik8[ j[Eg[| 
'muW8 ig=3, mon[s[vU sy a[ny 
v[lI ryw[, vU\d[ j[tI hY, sUv[ 
j[tI hY, agr wr[b mOsm kI 
a[v~i) (frequency) ky k[r4 
ibjlI igrtI hY, Ad[hr4 ky 
tOr pr vItI lyvU ky m^8 my\ 
bhut J>8[d[ ibjlI igrtI hY, 
esy rok[ nhI\ j[ skt[ hY," 
a2onI] jynrl ny kh[|
'h[l[\ik du7[]G8pU4] b[t 8h 
hY ik 7ly hI hm[ry p[s koe] 
inr[5]kt[ nhI\ hY, hm[ry p[s 
kyvl Ek l[en hY, 8id As 

l[en pr ibjlI (lightning) 
igr j[EgI tb ibjlI 
(electricity) k2 j[tI hY|"
'duin8[ ky ai6k[\9 dy9o\ my\ 
a[pky p[s Ek aitryk hY, 
8id Ek cl[ j[E t[ dUsr[ 
c[lU ho j[t[ hY| ab dUsr[ 
l[en bn[ny ky ilE hmy\ US 
$100 imil8n wc] bY@yg[|"
'ab ini(ct Rp sy Ek 
kYip2l p=ojyK2<s 8ojn[ hY 
aOr hm AMmId krty hY\ ik 
agly p[{c s[lo\ my\ es l[en 
k[ inm[]4 hog[|"
'a[j ky vKt my\ US $100 

imil8n lg7g $200 imil8n 
fIjI8n hY, Ef e] E my\ es 
trh ky kYip2l sh8og kI 
a[v(8kt[ hY t[ik iksI 7I 
trh ibjlI igrny sy hmy\ ibjlI 
imln[ bNd n ho," sY8d-
wY8Um ny kh[|
s\sd my\ A@[E gE sv[l ik 
p[vr BlYka[A2 ky dOr[n K8o\ 
Ef e] E jynrY2r ibjlI kI 
m[\g ko pUr[ krny my\ asm5] 
hY\ ky jv[b my\ a2onI] jynrl ny 
Eys[ kh[|
jn[b sY8d-wY8Um ny kh[ ik 
p[vr BlYka[A2 ky turNt b[d 

Ef e] E jynrY2r nhI\ c[lU ho 
j[ty hY\ K8o\ik An pr bhut 
ai6k 7[r rht[ hY 8hI k[r4 
hY ik esy 9uR krny my\ kuq 
1\2y lg skty hY\|nsInU ky ilE 
620 lo2<s p=St[ivt ikE gE 
hY\ aOr en pr k[m jLd 9uR 
hony kI AMmId hY|
'hm[ry p[s kuq pir8ojn[E{ 
in6[]irt ikE gE hY\ ijn my\ 
9[iml hY\ nyp[nI ky ilE 550 
aOr v[e]inMbUkU ky ilE 176 
lo2<s| dono pir8ojn[ao\ pr 
k[m jLd hI 9uR hony kI 
AMmId hY," _I mUs[ ny bt[8[|
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nYi2v j>mIno\ k[ 
eStm[l ab ifr sy 
gNny ky iks[no\ H[r[ 
ikE j[ rhy hY\| es 
pr a[pk[ ivc[r 
K8[ hY?

a[p k[ ivc[r  

Ef e] E krygI dUsrI ibjlI ig=3 k[ inm[]4

h[l my\ sUv[ my\ a[8oijt 2018 nis]\g e\2Ns] e\3K9n p=og=[m (Nursing Interns Induction Programme) ky dOr[n hyL5 aOr myi3kl 
siv]s<j> m\t=I, roj>I akbr ny lg7g 250 nE nso]\ sy m[\g kI ik vy s7I fIjIv[is8o\ ky ilE svo])m syv[ p=d[n kry\|

2018 
nis]\g 
e\2Ns] 
e\3K9n

8h bhut aCqI b[t 
hY K8o\ik ke] j>mIny 
w[lI p3>I 5I ijnko 
ab gNny kI wytI ky 
ilE k[m my\ l[8[ j[ skyg[|

suryNd+ p=s[d, 45, 
s[vUs[vU

essy gNny ky 
iks[no\ ky s[5 s[5 
j>mInm[ilko\ ko 7I 
l[7 ho rh[ hY|

suQ[m[ vtI, 42, 
ljoin8[

j>mIn Ek Eys[ s\s[6n 
hY ijsky eStm[l sy 
dy9 kI a5]V8vS5[ my\ 
su6[r hog[|

ivmu ivk[9, 35, nryry

gNny kI wytI ky 
ilE aOr J>8[d[ j>mIn 
AplB6 krny sy gNny 
ky ATp[dn my\ v~iD 
hogI|

Aim]l[ dyvI, 50, 
lkyn[

8y bhut wu9I kI 
b[t hY ik ab 
irj>v]3 j>mIn k[ 
Aict Ap8og ho rh[ 
hY t5[ essy n kyvl iks[no\ aOr 
j>mInm[ilko\ biLk pUry dy9 ko f[8d[ 
hog[|

ivnod p=s[d, 55, 
nvyNd[mU

p[nI kI p[ep ky k[r4 s3>ko\ ky mrMmtk[8] my\ mui(kly\



fIjI foks

 ronl dyv

r[Q2+pit mh[mhIm ic8ocI konroty k[ 
khn[ hY ik mihl[ao\ ky iwl[f ih\s[ 
n kyvl pIi3>t mihl[ ko biLk s7I 
ko dd] dyt[ hY|
g=yN3 pyisifk ho2l sUv[ my\ a[8oijt 
a\trr[Q2+I8 mihl[ idvs sm[roh my\ 
muW8 myhm[n ky Rp my\ r[Q2+pit ny 
kh[ ik jb koe] mihl[ ih\s[ ky i9k[r 

hotI hY to Ask[ pirv[r, sm[j aOr pUry 
dy9 pr 7[vn[Tmk, m[nisk t5[ 
a[i5]k asr p3>t[ hY|
es s[l ky a\trr[Q2+I8 mihl[ idvs 
my\ mihl[ao\ ky ilE sm[n ai6k[r aOr 
N8[8 kI m[{g kI ge] hY|
'mihl[ao\ ky iwl[f 8On so9n, ih\s[ 
t5[ 7yd7[v ny duin8[ 7r my\ suiw]8[{ 
b2orI hY aOr sm[j my\ 7I 8h b[t 
A@[e] ge] hY," r[Q2+pit ny kh[| 

'fIjI puils fos] H[r[ ink[ly gE 
a[k3>y idw[ty hY\ ik ipqly s[l dy9 my\ 
mihl[ao\ aOr bCco\ ky iwl[f a[@ sO 
iq8[sI (886) m[mly\ kI irpo2 hue] h\Y|"
'hm[ry wUbsUrt dy9 fIjI my\ es 
trh ky ih\s[ ky ilE koe] jgh nhI\ hY 
lyikn vh ifr 7I hm[ry sm[j m\y Ek 
bIm[rI kI trh fYlI hue] hY," r[Q2+pit 
konroty ny bt[8[|
es dOr[n r[Q2+pit ny fIjI ny9nl 

syiv]s i3ilvrI p=o2okol t5[ cO5y 
ny9nl vImNs EKSpo k[ 7I ivmocn 
ik8[ jo esI s[l jUn eKkIs sy tye]s 
(21-23) t[rIw tk ny9nl ijmnyij>8m 
my\ hog[|
ANho\ny 8h 7I kh[ ik dono\ suiv6[ao\ 
sy sm[j my\ sk[r[Tmk bdl[v a[E{gy 
t5[ dy9 kI mihl[E{ EysI ij>NdgI jI 
sk\y ijsmy\ ih\s[ aOr bur[ V8vh[r n ho|

g=yN3 pyisifk ho2l sUv[ my\ a[8oijt a\trr[Q2+I8 mihl[ idvs ky AplX8 my\ r[Q2+pit mh[mhIm ic8ocI konroty, _ImtI s[roty konroty, fS2] lY3I aOr mihl[ 
m\t=I, myrysyenI vuinv[\g[ kyk k[2ty huE|

p~Q@ 19 p~Q@ 23

6[n kI wytI 
ky ilE aOr 
ai6k m9Iny\ 

2018 nis]\g 
e\2Ns] 
e\3K9n

p~Q@ 19
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1rylU ih\s[ s7I ko 
tklIf dyt[ hY
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Noda Viti
VULA I KELI

SOLO LEWANAVANUA

VAKABIBITAKA ena Pali-
medi na Vunilawa ko Aiyaz 
Sayed-Khaiyum ni levu cake 

na ka me da vakabibitaka na tabana 
ni wili lewe ni vanua ka sega ni okati 
kina na mata tamata eda lewena.
“Ena yaga cake me taroga mai vei 

keitou na iliuliu ni ito ni veisaqa; se 
ratou vakaraitaka na tabana ni wili 
lewenivanua se lewe vica na leweni-

vanua dravudravua era tu ena noda 
vanua?,” tukuna na Vunilawa.
“E vica na vuniwai ena noda vanua?” 
“E vica na lewenivanua e tiko na ke-

dra isau ena itagede oqo? “
“Na yabaki ni bula cava era lewe 

levu duadua e Viti?” 
“E vica na lewenivanua era vaka 

akaude ni baqe?”
“E vica na lewenivanua era vaka 

mobile phone? E vica na lewenivanua 
e yacovi ira na livaliva, wai kei na 

gaunisala?”
“Qoka na mataqali taro e yaga me 

tarogi  ka sega ni vakabibitaki kina 
na mata tamata,” tukuna na Vunilawa.
Tukuna na Vunilawa ni bibi talega 
na tiko bulabula, na vuli kei na bula 
raraba e sega ni vakabibitaki kina na 
mata tamata. 
“E vakabibitaki kina na veimataqali 

veiqaravi. E veirauti beka na iwiliwili 
ni vuniwai? E levu beka era kena dau? 
“Sa veirauti li na levu ni yaya vaka-

vuniwai?”
“Sa veirauti beka na itikotiko ni tiko 

bulabula?”
“E vakaevei na veikoronivuli era 

vakaiyayataki vakavinaki li?” 
“E sa veirauti tiko beka na levu ni 

qasenivuli era kena dau?” 
“E lewe vica beka era tiko ena ruku 

ni dravudravua?” 
“Na cava beka e kauwaitaki kina na 

kawa tamata?,” a tukuna na Vunilawa.

‘Levu na ka e bibi cake’

‘VEIMAMA 
NI LEWEI 
VITI ERA 
YALEWA’

2 7

VAKACOKO 
NI CAVA 
KO GITA

Ko Vunilawa ko 
Aiyaz Sayed-

Khaiyum ena 
nona vosa tiko 
e Palimedi ena 
macawa sa oti.

Vakabibitaka 
na Vunilawa 
ni levu cake 
na ka meda 

vakabibitaka 
na tabana ni 

wili lewe ni 
vanua ka sega 

ni okati kina na 
mata tamata 
eda lewena.

iTaba: 
PALIMEDI 

KEI VITI



SOLO LEWANAVANUA

E veimama ni keda 
iwiliwili na lewe 
ni vanua e Viti era 

yalewa se marama.”
Oqori e dua na tikina e 

vakabibitaka na turaga na 
Peresitedi ko Jioji Konusi 
Konrote ena nona vosa tiko 

ena vakananumi ni Siga ni 
Marama ena noda vuravura 
qaravi ka qaravi e Suva ena 
itekivu ni vula oqo.
“Era cau vakalevu ena bula 

ni noda veimatavuvale, noda 
itikotiko, noda vanua kei na 
noda vuravura.”
“Era gadreva dina na noda 

veitokoni na lewei Viti,” 

tukuna ko Peresitedi Kon-
rote.
Tukuna ko Perestedi 

Konrote ni siga ni marama e 
vuravura e bibi mera sasaga 
kina kina takete naba va 
kei na lima ni Veivakatoro-
caketaki lewai matau ni 
Matabose kei Vuravura ka 
gadrevi meda rawata ni bera 

na yabaki 2030.
“Na takete naba va laveti 

na itagede ni vuli, kei na 
takete naba lima mera raici 
vakatautauvata na tagane 
kei na yalewa kara tokoni na 
marama kei na gone yale-
wa,” tukuna ko Peresitedi 
Konrote.

TUKUNA vei ira na 
dauteitei ni yaqona 
mai Kadavu na vuk-

evuke ni Minisita Viam Pil-

lay mera tuvana vakamatau 
na nodra volitaka na nodra 
yaqona.
 Veisiko tiko na Minisita 

ki Kadavu ka sotavi ira na 
dauteitei ka vakaraitaki kina 
vua na leqa ni nodra itei ni 
yaqona ena koro o Natumua 
ena gauna e sikova kina nodra 
vale ni bucibucini.
 Sauma tiko nodra vakatata-

ro na dauteitei ka vakaraitaka 

kina vei ira na bibi ni nodra 
manidia taka vakavinaka na 
nodra tei kei na gauna era ta-
musuka kina.
 “Dodonu moni tuvana 

vinaka na nomuni teitei kei 
na gauna oni sa nanuma kina 
me tamusuki ka vakakina na 
gauna oni sa nanuma moni 
volitaka kina baleta na kena 
teivaki vou tale na yaqona.
 “Sau vinaka tiko na yaqona 

ena gauna oqo ka dodonu me 
yalomatuataki na kena volita-
ki baleta na ka sa me maroroi 
tale mai.
“Au sa vakasalataki ira na 

dauteitei ni dodonu mera 
tuvana vinaka na nodra itei 
baleta ni oqo ena vukei ira 
talega ena veisiga ka vakaki-
na na gauna eliu.”
  

TABANA NI TEITEI

PRIYANKA LAL

SA saga tiko na Tabacakacaka 
ni Bula kei na kena Minisita ko 
Rosy Akbar me vakalevutaki na 

kedra iwiliwili na nasi e Viti.
Vakasavuya na itukutuku oqo ko 

Minisita Akbar ena nona vosa tiko vei 

ira na 244 na  nasi vou  e Suva ena ma-
cawa sa oti.
“Ni kua era veiqaravi tiko 38 kina 40 

na nasi kina 10,000 na tauvimate ka 
sega ni veiraurau. Sa gadrevi kina vaka-
totolo me vakalevutaki na iwiliwili ni 
nasi e Viti,” tukuna ko Minisita Akbar.
 Vakabauta na minisita ni Bula ni loma 

ni lima na yabaki ka tu mai mena tubu 
ena 1350 iwiliwili ni nasi mera veiqara-
vi ena tabana ni bula.
“Ko Viti ni kua e gadarevi mera 

veiqaravi kina e 5000 kina 6000 na nasi 
me veiraurau kei na keda lewe levu. Ni 
kua se qai yacova tiko ga na 3300 na 
levu ni nasi e Viti.”

Sagai me levu na nasi
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TUKUTUKU MAI NA VEIYASANA

Ko Peresitedi Jioji Konrote, nona radini vale Sarote Konrote, na Minisita ni Marama ko Mereseini Vuniwaqa kei na nona ivukevuke ni minisita ko Veena Bhatnagar 
ena vakananumi ni Siga ni Marama e Grand Pacific Hotel e Suva. iTaba: ERONI VALILI

Ko ira na turaga ni vanua kei na turaga ni koro mai Kadavu kei na ivukevuke ni Minisita ni Teitei ko Viam Pillay ena mata ni vale ni bose e Tavuki mai Kadavu. 
iTaba: TABANA NI ITEITEI

Tekivuna ko 
Seruiratu na 
vakatovotovo 
ni ualoka

Veimama ni lewei Viti era yalewa: Peresitedi Konrote

Tuvana 
me matau: 
Pillay

VILIAME TIKOTANI 

SA tekivutaka na Minisi-
ta ni Veivakatoroca-
ketaki ena Taudakuni 

Koro lelevu kei na Veiyanuy-
anu, kei na Qarauni ni Leqa-
tubukoso ko Inia Seruiratu 
na nodra vakatovotovo na 
gonevuli e Suva baleta na 
ualoka se tsunami.
Nona vosa tiko vei ira na go-

nevuli ni lima na koronivuli e 
Suva e kaya kina ko Minisita 
Seruiratu ni Tsunami e rere-
vaki sara ni rawa ni vakaleqa 
e dua na iwase levu ni leweni-
vanua e Viti.

Era vakaitavi ena vakatovo-
tovo oqo na veikoronivuli era 
tiko voleka e Laucala Bay kei 
Nasese.
“Na ka e vakadodmobula 

kina na tsunami ni rawa ni ca-
beti keda ena gauna eda sega 
ni namaka baleta ni dau vaka-
sauri na kena yaco,” tukuna 
ko Minisita Seruiratu.
“Sa bibi kina meda dau 

vakavakarau e veiguna kece.
Ni matata noda vakavakarau 
eda na sega ni leqa ena gauna 
e laba mai kina na Tsunami,” 
tukuna ko minisita Seruiratu.
Vakananumi ira talega na 

5000 na gonevuli e Suva ko 
minisita Seruiratu ni otioti ni 
Tsunami me cabeti Suva oya 
ena 1953.
“Sa oti oqo e 65 na yabaki na 

kena yaco e Suva na Tsunami 
sa dodonu meda vakarautaki 
keda vinaka na gonevuli na 
qasenivuli kei na itubutubu 
ena leqa tubu koso oqo na 
Tsunami.”
Namaki mera na vakaitavi 

e levu tale na gonevuli kei 
tamata cakacaka ena vakato-
votovo ni tsunami ka tarava.

Sa oti oqo e 65 na yabaki 
na kena yaco e Suva 
na Tsunami sa dodonu 
meda vakarautaki keda 
vinaka na gonevuli 
na qasenivuli kei na 
itubutubu ena leqa 
tubu koso oqo na 
Tsunami

Minisita ni Veivakatorocaketaki 
ena Taudakuni Koro lelevu 
kei na Veiyanuyanu, kei na 
Qarauni ni Leqatubukoso ko 
Inia Seruiratu 



VILIAME TIKOTANI
 

E MARAUTAKA na 
Peresitedi ko Jioji Ko-
nusi Konrote me kida-

vaki Ajibisovi ni Canterbury 
ko Justin Portal Welby mai 
kina noda vanua e Suva.
Vakaoqo e vica na mala ni 

nona vosa na turaga na Per-
esitedi.
“Ena vukudra na lewei Viti 

au doka vakalevu na nomuni 
tadu mai kau kidavaki ke-
muni mai ki Viti ena marau.
Keimamai sa kalougata ena 
nomuni yaco mai.”
“Au marautaka ni na tekivu 

na nomuni veiqaravi siga 
tolu e Viti ena nomuni na 
sota kei ira na vakailesilesi e 
cake ni Matanitu.”
“Au kila niko ni kendau ena 

vika e baleta na draki veisau 
me vaka ko ni dau kauwai 
voli kina.”

“Au kila nio ni jabeni talega 
ni levu tale na ulutaga baleta 
na kauwaitaki ni veikabua e 
tu wavoliti keda. E marautaki 
nanomuni kauwai me vaka-
taki Viti.”
Vakadindintaki oqori ena 

neimami laki liutaka na 
COP23 ena matabose kei vu-
ravura. Me vaka na itukutuku 
oya ni dua vata na waqa eda 

vodo tiko kina na lewei vu-
ravura.
“Na nomuni tiko e Viti ni 

kua e vakananumi keimami 
tale ena ibuki ni veiwekani 
keimami bukia vata kei na 
itikotiko vakatui mai Bolata-
gane me tekivu mai na 1874 
kina tuvakataki koya nei Viti 
ena 1970. Vakakina na yaco 
mai ki Viti ni isevu ni Bisovi 

ni lotu Aglican mai Levuka 
ena 1800. Sa kena irairai 
nida sa mai sota tale sa tau-
coko kina na cowiri oya,” 
kaya o Peresitedi Konrote. 
Vakacaucautaka talega 

ko Peresitedi Konrote na 
ivola ese qai vola wale na 
Ajibisovi oya na –Remain-
ing Britain:Foundations of 
Hope.
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Bolebole levu me levu cake noda ivoli

Daumaka na vakavakarau 

Vakacokotaki 
ni cagilaba ena 
Ceva kei Lau

RONAL DEO

VAKARAITAKA na 
Talai Veivuke ena 
iwasewase na Tokalau 

ko Luke Moroivalu ni daumaka 
sara na nodra vakavakarau na 
lewenivanua ena Ceva kei Lau 
ena itukutuku ni cagilaba ko 
Gita era rogoca ni kaburaki tiko 

yani ena walesi.
Vakaraitaka na nona vakavi-

navinaka ko Moroivalu ena 
nona vakatarogi tiko ena po-
rokaramu ni Voqa ni Davui ni 
Tabana ni tukutuku ni Matanitu 
ena vale ni walesi.
“Sa matata vei keda na nodra 

vakavakarau kau vakavakavi-
navinaka vakalevu ni sega so ni 

levu na vakacaca se vakaleqai 
nodra bula baleta nira sa ro-
goca tiko ena walesi kara sa 
vakavakarau voli kina na noda 
veiyanuyanu,” tukuna ko Mo-
roivalu.
“Ni vakatauvatani kei na vaka-

vakarau ena veiyabaki sa oti 
yani na kena oqo e daumaka 
sara vakalevu. Au vakavinavi-

naka vakalevu ki vei ira na tur-
aga ni vanua na turaga ni koro 
mai Lau ena nodra vakavakarau 
me maroroi kina na bula kei na 
iyau eda taukena.”
E Suva e vakacaucautaki tale-

ga na nodra vakatovotovo na 
kena gonevuli ena vakarautaki 
ni leqa me vaka na Sunami.
Era a vakaitavi kina na e 5000 

gonevuli e Suva mai na 5 na 
koronivuli e Suva kei na 150 na 
qasenivuli kei ira na vakailesile-
si ni Tabana ni Leqa tubukoso.
Kaya ko Anare Leweniqila 

mai na DISMAC ni       taura 
walega e 5 kina 7 na miniti na 
totolo ni nodra vuli ena vakava-
karau na gonevuli e Suva ena 
baravi kei Nasese.

RONAL DEO

E DUA na bolebole levu 
nei Viti ni kua, oya 
me vakalevutaka na 

vua ni qele e volitaka ki vav-
alagi (agriculture exports).
Vakauasivi nai ivoli ena 

taudaku ni suka (no-sugar 
products)

Me rawa ni lailai cake na 
kakana e volia tiko mai vava-
kalagi (agriculture imports)
Oqori na vakamamasu nei 

Vunivola Tudei ni Tabana ni 
Teitei ko David Kolitagane 
ena nona dolava tiko nodra 
soli vakasama na dau volita-
ki vua ni qele ki vavavalagi 
ena Tanoa Plaza e Suva ena 

ika 28 ni siga ni Veverueri.
“Ena yabaki 2016 eda vo-

lia mai e F$646 million ena 
pateta,raisi, sucu, lewe ni 
manumanu kei na so tale mai 
vavalagi,” kaya ko Kolita-
gane.
“Eda volitaka ka rawata 

walega e F$193 millioni mai 
vavalagi ena yabaki oya mai 

na vua ni qele me vaka na 
dalo, yaqona, tavioka, weleti 
kei na waiwai niu.”
“Ia, sa dodonu mo ni vakay-

agataka na gauna vinaka oqo 
nei Viti baleta ni daumaka 
tiko na ivakacavacava ni no-
muni ivoli ni kua,”tukuna ko 
Kolitagane.

Ko Peresitedi Jioji Konrote kei na Ajibisovi ni Canterbury Justin Portal Welby e Borron House e Suva.  iTaba: ERONI VALILI

Vosa tiko ko Ajibisovi ni Canterbury Justin Portal Welby ena nona kidavaki vakavanua e Borron House e Suva. 
 iTaba: ERONI VALILI

ERONI VALILI
 

ERA sa veitokoni tiko ena 
veiqaravi ni matanitu me 
baleta na veivakacokotaki 

ena ceva kei Lau na veitabana 
ni veiqaravi ena taudaku ni ma-
tanitu.
 Oqo e wilikina na nodra So-

qosoqo ni kauveilatai damudamu 
kei ira na vei matasoqosoqo tale 
era dau veivuke ena gauna ni 
leqa tubu koso kei na Cagilaba.
 Era tou sa vakayacora talega na 

veiqaravi ni vakadidike na Taba-
na ni Leqa tubukoso ni matanitui 
ka ratou
Oqori na tukutuku era vakarai-

taka mai na lewenikoro era va-
kila na vakacaca ni Cagilaba ko 
Gita ena vula sa oti.
 Era sa vakamuduo kina liga 

ni veiqaravi kei na yalo ni vei-
kauwaitaki ka sa yaco tiko yani 
kina nodra veikoro ena gauna e 
vakanadaku kina na Cagilaba ko 
Gita.
Vakaraitaka ko Viliame Ledua 

mai Ono-i-Lau ni ra sa vakarau 
vinaka saraga ena Moniti nib 
era main a laba ni cagi ko Gita 
ena tini-na-kaloko ena mataka ni 
Tusiti.
 “Keimami sa tokitaki ira kece 

na lewenikoro ena Moniti kina 
neimami drodro ni cagi laba ka 
keimami vakila na kaukauwa ni 
cagi ena bogi ka mataka cake ni 
Tusiti.
Ko Turaga-ni-koro ena koro ko 

Doi, Mataika Pasi, e tukuna ni 
sa qai du talega na cagicagi kau-
kauwa era vakila ena gole yani ni 
Cagilaba ko Gita.
“Otioti ni Cagilaba ka labati Doi 

mai oya ena 2010 ko TC Tomas 
ka sa oti oto e walu vinaka na ya-
baki sa qai dua tale na cagi vaka 
na kena kaukauwa me yacovi 
keimami mai,” kaya ko Pasi.
“Keimami sa vakavinavinaka 

ni keimami vakarautaki keimami 
vinaka ena cagi oqo. Keimami sa 
vakarorogo talega ena reitio me 
baleta na cagilaba oqo.”
“Sa vakamuduo kina matanitu 

kei na veitabana era sa mai rai 
tiko ka sa ra mai vukei keimami 
tiko ena neimami vakacokotaki, 
me vaka ni levu saga na keima-
mi teitei kei na kakana era mai 
vakaleqai.”

Veikidavaki ko 
Peresitedi vei 
Ajibisovi
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Vakatovotovo 
ni vakavakarau 
ena gauna ni
yaco ni ualoka

Veisiko na Ajibisovi 
e Canterbury kina na 
noda vanua

Sa tekivutaka na Minisita ni 
Veivakatorocaketaki ena Taudakuni 
Koro Lelevu kei na Veiyanuyanu, 
kei na Qarauni ni Leqa tubukoso 
ko Inia Seruiratu na nodra 
vakatovotovo na gonevuli e Suva 
baleta na ualoka se tsunami.
Era vakaitavi kina e limana 
koronivuli e Suva ena baravi kei 
Nasova, Nasese. 

iTaba: RONAL DEO

Ciqomi ira na Arch-bishop mai Canterbury Your Grace 
The Most Reverend and Right Honourable Justin 
Portal Welby ko Peresitedi Jioji Konrote ena vale mai 
Borron ena macawa sa oti.
Cabori vua edua na veiqaraqaravi vakavanua ka ra 
veiqaravi kina na bani ni ovisa.
Liutaka na ilakolako ni matanitu ena soqo oqo na 
Vunilawa ko Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum kei ira na Minisita 
ni Matanitu ka wilikina oira na liuliu ni lotu main a 
veisoqosoqos ni vakabauta ena noda vanua.
Vakavinavinaka na Peresitedi vua na Arch-bishop 
ena nodra veisiko ki na noda vanua.
Dua na ulutaga levu ni nodra mai vakayaco bose kei 
na veisiko ena noda vanua oya na draki veisau.

iTaba: ERONI VALILI, NANISE NEIMILA



SOLO LEWANAVANUA

ERATOU sa laki bubu-
luitaka tiko na vei 
qele kovu e Lomaiv-

iti, Navosa, Ra, Tailevu, 
Macuata  kei Rewa na Mata 
Veivaqaqai ni Qele Kovu ni 
Matabose ni Qele Maroroi ni 
iTaukei (TlLTB).
Macawa oqo eratou sa laki 

tekivu ena tikina ko Cawa 
kei Mudu  ena ika ono ni 
siga ni vula ko Maji ena 
yanuyanu ko Koro e Lo-
maiviti.
Namaki mena laki qaravi 

talega na tikina na tikina ko 
Levuka ena ika 23 ni siga ni 
vula ko Maji.
Ena tarava oya na kana laki 

bubuluitaki eso na qele kovu 

ena yasana vakaturaga ko 
Navosa ena tikina vakatu-
raga ko Noikoro ena ika 12 
ni siga ni Maji.
E ratou na laki bubuluitaka 

talega eso na qele kovu ena  
yasana vakaturaga ko Ra ena 
tikina ko Nakorotubu, Burei-
wai, Rakiraki kei Lawaki.
Ena yasana ko Tailevu ena 

laki bubuluitaki na qele 

kovu ena tikina ko  Nailega, 
Verata ena ika 15 ni Maji, 
kei Nausori ena ika 16 ni 
Maji.
Ena qai laki bubuluitaki na 

qele kovu mai natikina ko 
Dogotuki kei Mali e Macu-
ata ena ika 26 ni Maji. 
Tarava sara na tikina ko 

Labasa e Wailevu ena ika 27 
ni siga ni Maji.

SOLO LEWANAVANUA

SA sainitaka na matanitu ko Ja-
pani e dua na US$5.2m ena dua 
na veidinadinati kei na Unit-

ed Nations Development Program 
(UNDP) me vakatorocaketaki kina e 
ono na Palimedi ena Pasifika.
Na veitokoni oqo ena 3 na yabaki 

me tekivu ena yabaki oqo 2018.
Ko ira na Palimedi ni Pasifika era na 

vukei ena ilavo oqo okati kina ko Sa-

moa, Yatu Masela, Yatu Maikoroni-
sia, Yatu Solomone , Vanuatu kei Viti.
Marautaka na marama Sipika ni 

noda Palimedi ko Vuniwai Jiko Lu-
veni na veidinadinati oqo.
“Sa vuable na neimami vakamuduoa 

kina matanitu ko Japani ena veivuke 
yaga oqo,” tukuna ko Vuniwai Lu-
veni.
“Era sa vakila talega na cakacaka 

ena Palimedi na veitokoni vinaka ni 
UNDP kei na veimatanitu tale eso me 

vakataki  Ositerelia, Niusiladi kei Ja-
pani.”
“Na veivuke kece oqori e laveta na 

itagede ni nodra veiqaravi na tamata 
cakacaka ena vei Palimedi ena Pasi-
fika,” tukuna ko Vuniwai Luveni.

SOLO LEWANAVANUA

VA K AV I NAV I NA K ATA K I 
Viti na Minisita ni Vuli Tara ni 
Ositerelia ko Karen Andrews 

and vuku ni cakacaka vinaka ni nodra 
tara vakavinaka na veivale ni vuli era a 
vakacacani ena cagilaba ko Winston.
Cavuta na vakavinavinaka oqori ko 

minisita Andrews ena nona a laki dolava 
tiko na vale ni vuli vou ena Vunisamaloa 
Sangam School mai Ba.
Na koronivuli oqo era vuli tiko kina e 

98 na gone okati kina ko ira na vuli ena 
sova ni vuli, a vakacacani na veivale ni 
vuli ena koronivuli oqo ena cagilaba ko 

Winston ena Veverueri ni 2016.
Tukuna ko Minisita Andrews ni ka 

dokai ka marautaki vua me mai dolava 
na vale ni vuli vou oya.
“Au se qai yabaki 9 au sa vakila na rere-

vaki ni cagilaba au vakavinavinaka kina 
kina Matanitu e Viti ena nona veivuke 
ena tara tale ni vale era vakarusai,” kaya 
ko Minisita Andrews.
Vakavinavinaka talea ko Minisita An-

drews kina veivuke levu ni nona Ma-
tanitu ko Ositerelia ena vakailavotaki 
ni cakacaka ni vakavinakataki ni vei-
koronivuli e Viti.
“Sa noda itavi meda raica mera kila na 

luveda na wilivola me rawa nira kune 

cakacaka kina ena siga ni mataka,” kaya 
ko Minisita Andrews.
“Au sa vakauqeti kemuni telega na go-

nevuli mo ni vakayagataka vinaka na no-
muni gauna e koronivuli me rawa ni o ni 
tubu cake ena kilaka.”
Vakavinavinaka talega ko qasenivuli 

liu Rohit Kumar kina Matanitu ena kena 
mai tara rawa na valenivuli ka koto ena 
$800,000 na kena isau.
Marautaki na kena tara rawa e ciwa na 

vale ni vuli dua na sala ni taubale kei na 
dua na vale ni sova ni vuli, na veika kece 
oqo a vakacacani ena cagilaba ko Win-
ston.

TUKUTUKU MAI NA VEIYASANA
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Vinaka Viti: Andrews

ko Paraiminisita Voreqe Bainimarama ki na iliuliu talega ni Matabose e cake ni Qele Marorori kei na Manidia ni Qele Maroroi ko Tevita Kuruduadua.  

Marautaka na marama Sipika ni noda Palimedi ko Vuniwai Jiko Luveni na sainitaki ni veidinadinati  me vakatorocaketaki kina e ono na Palimedi 
ena Pasifika..

ERONI VALILI

E TIKO ena $324,162 
na isau vakailavo 
na vakacaca ka va-

kayacacora na Cagilaba ko 
Gita ena Ceva kei Lau ka 
wilikina na koro e tolu ko 
Lovoni, Nukuni kei Moto-
kana.
 Eratou vakadeitaka na 

valenivolavola ni leqa tubu 
koso ni oti na vakadidike ni 
matanitu ni tiko na vakacaca 
mai Lovoni ena $45,915 ka 
wilitiko kina na vakacaca 
ena vale kei na teitei.
 E tiko ena $13,000 na isau 

ni vakacaca ena nodra teitei 
ni uvi.
Ena koro ko Nukuni na 

isau ni vakacaca e tiko ena 
$63,998. Cavuraki kina e 
dua na valenivuli ka vakaca-
cani kina e 10 na vale.   
 Na vakacaca ena nodra 

loga ni veijaina e tiko ena 
$14,250.
 Ena koro ko Motokana, na 

vakacaca e tiko ena $8,755 
ka wilikina na nodra loga 
veiniu, nodra vale kei na 
nodra itetei.
 Mai Vatoa edua ga na vale 

e vakacacani ena Cagilaba 
ko Gita ka wilikina na nodra 
iteitei.
 Eratou veivuke talega na 

soqosoqo ni kauveilatai da-
mudamu ena 93 na matavu-
vale mai na Ceva kei Lau ka 
wili kina na koro ko Nuku-
ni, Lovoni kei Motokana.
 Vakaraitaka na ivakale-

silesi ni leqa tubu koso ko 
Itu Josaia ni ratou sa wasea 
rawa na nodra taqe ni wai, 
yaya ni veiqaravi ena leqa 
tubu koso, nodra valelaca, 
yaya ni vakasaqa kei na 
nodra yaya ni veiqaravi vei 
ira na tauvimate kei na ma-
voa.
 

Dikevi 
vakailavo 
na vakacaca 
nei Gita 

Veitokoni ko 
Japani kina ono
na Palimedi

Bubuluitaki na qele kovu 



VEITALANOA na noda 
niusiveva na Noda 
Viti kei na Talai Vei-

vuke ena iwasewase e loma 
ko Luke Moroivalu me balet 
na veivuke ni cagilaba sa 
qaravi tiko kina ko Ono –i-
Lau ena vuke ni vakacaca 
ni cagilaba ko Gita ena 
yanuyanu oya ena Ceva kei 
Lau. Ni wilika sara mada 
yani.

NODA VITI:E vaka 
beka evei na nodra vaka-
vakarau na veivanua e 
donuya na sala e ciciva 
yani na cagilaba o Gita?
MOROIVALU: Sa matata 

vei keda na nodra vakava-
karau kau vakavakavi-
navinaka vakalevu ni sega 
so ni levu na vakacaca se 
vakaleqai nodra bula bale-
ta nira sa rogoca tiko ena 
walesi kara sa vakavakarau 
voli kina na noda veiyanuy-
anu.
Ni vakatauvatani kei na 

vakavakarau ena veiyabaki 
sa oti yani na kena oqo e 
daumaka sara vakalevu.Au 
vakavinavinaka vakalevu 
ki vei ira na turaga ni vanua 
na turaga ni koro mai Lau 
ena nodra vakavakarau me 
maroroi kina na bula kei na 
iyau eda taukena.

NODA VITI: E vakaevei 
na levu ni vakacaca e tara 
na dela ni vanua mai Ono-
i-Lau?
MOROIVALU: E dikevi 

rawa ni vakacacani vakale-
vu na vale, vakakina na vale 
ni veiqaravi ni Matanitu, ka 
vakaleqai talega kina na 
veika era tea tu ena nodra 
iteitei, me vaka era mai ri-
potetaka na vakailesilesi era 

a gole yani mera lai dikeva 
na vakacaca ni cagilaba.
NODA VITI: Na veivuke 

cava sa soli taumada ki na 
yanuyanu ko Ono-i-Lau?
MOROIVALU: Sa na-

numa na tabana ni leqa tu-
bukoso mera sa votai mada 
mai Ono-i-Lau ena kakana 
nira vakaitavai tiko ena 
vakacoko. Na kakana oya 
ena tauri ira toka ena loma 
ni dua na vula nira ia tiko na 
veivakacokotaki.

NODA VITI: E vakaevei 
na kena tomani ena vei-
vuke tale eso?
MOROIVALU: Ena kena 

tomani ena gauna oqo au 
na sega ni rawa ni tukuna 
baleta mena kau caka mada 
kina bose yaco me laki raica 
rawa ni bera ni qai soli yani 
vei kemuni na dau vola itu-
kutuku.

NODA VITI: Na koro 
cava so e vakilai kina 
vakalevu na vakacaca ni 
cagilaba ko Gita?
MOROIVALU: E vakilai 

na vakacaca mai Lovoni, 
Nukuni, kei Matokana 
ka galala kina ko Vatoa 
ka ni sega ni dua kina na 
vakacaca.

NODA VITI: Ni tinia 
mada ena dua tale na ka o 
via tukuna turaga na Ta-
lai Veivuke?
MOROIVALU: Au via 

vakavinavinaka vakalevu 
vei ira na lewe ni veikoro 
mai Ono-i-Lau ena totolo ni 
nodra vakacoko kara sega 
ni via waraka me yaco yani 
na veivuke era qai tekivu 
sa dua dina na ivakaraitaki 
vinaka.
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IVakalesilesi ni Fiji Red Cross Society e Motokana : iTaba: ERONI VALILI

Veiwaseyaki na kakana e na koro ko Motokana e Ono-i-Lau. iTaba: ERONI VALILI

Kitione Vakatawa, 52, ka vakasobu kakana tiko e na koro ko Motokana e Ono-i-Lau. iTaba: ERONI VALILI

Toso vinaka na vakacoko ni cava ko Gita



Tubu na isau
VILIAME TIKOTANI

SA dua na itukutuku rogo vinaka 
vei ira na tamata cakacaka ena 
Matabose ni Veilakoyaki e vanua 

mamaca se Land Transport Authority 
(LTA).
Tukuna na Vunilawa ko Aiyaz Sayed-

Khaiyum mai rawa oqo ni oti na qaravi 

dikevi ni nodra cakacaka na tamata  
cakacaka se Job Evaluation Exercise ni 
matabose e cake ni LTA.
Tukuna na Vunilawa ni na dikevi na 

ivakarau ni nodra cakacaka na tamata 
yadua.
“Eso na tamata cakacaka ena  tubu na 

kedra isau ena 86 na pasede, eso e 51 
na pasede, eso ena 31-50 na pasede eso 

ena 21-30 na pasede ka so tale ena tubu 
ena 20 na pasede,”tukuna na Vunilawa.
E kaya ni 34 na tamata cakacaka ena 

sega ni tubu na kedra isau baleta nira sa 
yacova  tu na isau e gadrevi ena makete.
Era lewe 430 taucoko na tamata caka-

caka ni LTA. 
Ena vakayagataki e $2.4m ena tubu ni 

kedra isau oqo.

NANISE NEIMILA 

KIDAVAKI vaka Matanitu ka 
kidavaki talega vakavanua 
ena noda vanua ena macawa 

sa oti na ika 105 ni Ajibisovi mai Can-
terbury ka iliuliu talega ni Bisovi ena 
lotu Jaji se Church of England.
Na turaga oqo ko Ajibisovi Justin 

Portal Welby a sucu ena ika 6 ni Janu-
eri, 1956. O koya enodra iliuliu kece 

na lotu Anglican ena noda vuravura.
A cakacaka e liu ko Ajibisovi Portal 

ena bisinisi ni waiwai me 11 na yabaki 
ni bera ni vakila na veikacivi ni Ka-
lou me sa laki vuli Bisovi ena St Johns 
College mai Durham. Sa qai digitaki 
me Bisovi ni Durham ena 2011.
Ena ika 21 ni Maji 2013 e buli kina 

me Ajibisovi ni vanua ko Canterbury 
ko Ajibisovi Welby.
Sa oti vinaka e 40 na yabaki  me qai 

dua tale na Ajibisovi ni Canterbury me 
sikovi Viti mai.
E tadu mai ki Viti ena itekivu ni vula 

oqo ka mai veisiko ena noda vanua me 
rauta ni tolu na siga. Era kidavaki koya 
ena rara ni waqavuka mai Nausori na 
vakailesilesi e cake ni Matanitu.
E vakayacori ena nodra loma ni bai 

na turaga Peresitedi na veikidavaki 
vakavanua vua na Ajibisovi ni Can-
terbury. 

MEREANI GONEDUA

Ena tomana tiko na Ma-
tanitu ko Viti na Ta-
lanoa ena COP24 ena 

gauna e sana taura kina na 
tutu ni Peresitedi na matanitu 
ko Poland.
 Vakaraitaka na itukutuku 

oqo na turaga na Paraiminisi-
ta ko Josaia Voreqe Bainima-
rama ena loma ni Palimedi.
“Eda kila vinaka ni vosa na 

Talanoa e sega ni vakayagata-
ki walega e Viti e vakayagata-
ki talega mai Toga kei Samoa 
mei vakaraitaki ni ivakarau 
ni kena yaco na vakatulewa 
vaka Pasifika, ka yaco kina 
na duavata kei na vakameaua 
ka sega kina na veidusi kara 
duavata ena dua na ulutaga e 
vianaka kece vei ira,” tukuna 
ko PM Bainimarama. 
Tukuna ko PM Bainimara-

ma ni ra sa duavata na veiva-
nua e vuravura ena mataqali 
talanoa vakaoqo mera dau 
duavata kina ena vei ulutaga 
ni draki veisau.
“Me rawa kina ki na veiva-

nua mera vakalailaitaka na 
katakata se kasi gaga era ce-
buraka tiko ki maliwa lala,” 
tukuna ko PM Bainimarama.
“Na Talanoa e vakasama nei 

Viti ka keitou na tomana tiko 
na kena vakayagataki meda 
toso kina ki liu baleta ni se qai 
imatai ni gauna me vakayac-
ora ki vuravura na Pasifika.”
Tukuna ko PM Bainimara-

ma ni Talanoa e vakavuna me 
yavala kina na inaki ni Peres-
itedi ni COP ena dua na kena 
iwalewale e kune kina na vei-
dokai ka vakadinati kina ni 
sega rawa ni dua walega na 
Matanutu e walia duadua.
“Oya na vuna keimami 

kauti ira vata kece mai kina 
na veimatanitu, veisoqoso-
qo, na veisiti lelelvu kei na 
veiyanuyanu lalai mera mai 
vakavuna na vakalailaitaki ni 
kasi duka e ceburaki tiko ki 
maliwa lala.”
E vakabibitaka ko PM 

Bainimarama ni sa dodonu 
meda cakacaka vata me 
vakalailaitaki na kasi gaga.
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Noda Viti
Tomani 
na Talanoa 
ena COP24

Sikovi Viti na Ajibisovi ni Canterbury
Ciqoma na Ajibisovi ni Canterbury ko Justin Portal Welby na iloloma ni matanitu ko Viti mai vei Peresitedi Jioji Konrote e Borron House e 
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