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diplomat who played a central role in
the establishment of the International
Criminal Court, and was elected the
first president of the Assembly of State
Parties of the International Criminal
Court in September 2002. He served as
a political affairs officer in UNPROFOR,
in the former Yugoslavia, from 1994 to
1996.

He served as Jordan’s Permanent
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FIJIAN WELCOME FOR TOP UN OFFICIAL

The United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights, Zeid Ra’ad Al
Hussein, was accorded traditional
ceremony of welcome by the Fijian
Government on arrival in Suva.

The Attorney-General and Minister for
Economy, Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum, was
present at the event held the Grand
Pacific Hotel.

Mr al-Hussein is a Jordanian career

Representative to the United Nations
from 2000 until 2007, when he was
appointed as Jordan’s Ambassador to
the United States and non-resident
Ambassador to Mexico.

He was reappointed Permanent
Representative in 2010 and served
until 2014, resigning shortly before his
selection as High Commissioner.
Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

Climate Threat

A-G: Greatest collective challenge humanity faces

NANISE NEIMILA

HE threat climate change poses

I to the entire world is undoubt-

edly the greatest collective

challenge humanity has ever faced,

says Attorney-General and Minister

responsible for Climate Change Aiyaz
Sayed-Khaiyum.

He made the comment while speaking
at the 4th Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Un-
ion (ABU) Media Summit on Climate
Change and Disaster Risk Reduction in
Nadi last week.

The A-G, who delivered a speech on

behalf of the Prime Minister and Con-
ference of Parties 23 (COP23) presi-
dent Voreqe Bainimarama, stressed to
journalists from the Asia-Pacific region
specialising in climate change and dis-
aster news how natural disasters posed a
threat to vulnerable nations everywhere,
including those in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion.

“It is an unprecedented crisis that we
must face together - every single person
on earth helping to reverse the damage
to our planet that we have all inflicted
with our lifestyles. And replacing the
current culture of abuse with a culture of

preservation and care,” he said.

“As my team and I preside over the
global negotiations to reduce net carbon
emissions to zero as soon as possible,
you in the media have a critical role to
play.

“And I ask you all to focus your com-
plete attention this week on what you
can do - individually and collectively
- to assist your own nations, our region
and the world to confront this challenge
head on.”

The A-G stressed that Fiji was totally
focused on delivering these outcomes,
not only for Fijians but vulnerable peo-

ple everywhere.

“Fiji is certainly not resting on our lau-
rels after our success in Bonn. The Fi-
jian-led negotiations will continue right
up until we hand over the presidency to
Poland in December. And we intend to
work closely with our Polish friends at
COP24 to make sure we deliver maxi-
mum ambition and momentum,” he
said.

“We are doing this with our joint stew-
ardship of what the world has agreed to
call the Talanoa Dialogue. It is a process

CONTINUES ON PAGE 3
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Rosy Akbar.

Climate change presents
an increasingly existential
challenge to people in the
Pacific region.

Over the coming decades,
large numbers of Pacific
people — and in some
cases entire nations — face
displacement from their
homes and livelihoods.

Minister for Health and Medical
Services, Rosy Akbar

NuUMBERS

$1.002m

is the total amount
of funds provided
by UN Women

for Namaka and
Nausori markets
accomodations

TWEET OF THE WEEK

Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum (@FijiAG)

It's overwhelming to receive and
be received with the generosity of
these two ceremonies representing
the kindness and traditions of

the people of Fiji towards those
who are their guests” - @

UN High Commissioner

for Human Rights Mr. Zeid

Ra'ad Al Hussein at the

welcome ceremony. pic.
twitter.com/KZRXU2gkBN
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President Major General (Ret’d) Jioji Konrote with awardees during the Fiji Development Bank’s 2017 National
Awards for Small and Medium Enterprises in Suva. . Photo: RONAL DEO

Awards for small,
medium enterprises

RONAL DEO

EN Fijian companies were rewarded

I for their efforts and accomplishments

at the Fiji Development Bank’s 2017

National Awards for Small and Medium En-
terprises.

The President, Major General (Ret’d) Jioji
Konrote, handed out these awards at the
Grand Pacific Hotel last Friday.

Major winners Devesh and Bharos Farms
scooped four awards, which were the 2017
National SME of the Year, Special Awards,
Responsive SMEs and Value Adding SMEs
Category.

President Konrote said small and medium
entrepreneurs or SMEs of this country are the
engines of our economy.

“The income you generate from your busi-
nesses and the jobs you create contribute to
the economic development of our nation.
You certainly contribute to rural develop-
ment, poverty alleviation, empowerment of
our youths and women, and the diversifica-
tion of our agricultural, industrial and com-
mercial sectors. You are, without a doubt, all
winners,” he added.

The President said he was proud to note
that FDB’s National SME Awards had been
strengthened this year to contribute towards
progressing global goals such as Sustainable
Development and Climate Change as reflect-
ed in FDB’s Strategic Plan.

The Head of State added that these awards
strongly promoted inclusivity and green sus-
tainable development.

All businesses must integrate strategies in
their operations that uphold practices that
contribute to achieving inclusivity and green
sustainable development of our economy.

The President encouraged SME manufac-
turers to excel in their sectors with more val-
ue addition and expansion into new areas of
manufacturing.

He said Fijians were excited and proud
whenever they saw Fijian-made products in
stores, here at home and abroad.

“We have a very forward-looking National
Development Plan, which is designed to en-
sure that all Fijians realise their full potential
as a nation and are empowered to contribute
towards building a fast growing, resilient
economy that is inclusive and progressive,”
President Konrote said.

Fiji names ¢
envoy to pigi
Indonesia

NANISE NEIMILA

HE President, Major

I General (Ret’d) Jioji
Konrote, = commis-
sioned Fiji’s new Ambassa-

dor-designate to Republic
of Indonesia, Seleima Vei-

President Major General (Ret’d) Jioji Konrote and First Lady Sarote
Konrote with Fiji's new Ambassador-designate to Republic of Indonesia,
Seleima Veisamasama, and her family at Borron House, Suva.

Photo: NANISE NEIMILA

samasama, at Borron House
last week.

Ambassador Veisamasama
took the oath of allegiance
and oath of execution of of-
fice before President Kon-
rote.

Senior government officials
and members of the ambas-
sador-designate’s immediate
family witnessed the com-
missioning ceremony.

Prior to her diplomatic ap-
pointment, Ambassador

Veisamasama was a school-
teacher with 38 years of
experience in the education
sector.

She is passionate educa-
tor for the fight against sub-
stance abuse, awareness of
HIV and AIDS and the pre-
vention of teenage pregnan-
cy in Fiji.

Ambassador Veisamasama
also worked with non-gov-
ernment organisations in-
cluding World Wildlife Fund

in 2006.

She attained a Bachelor
of Science and Diploma in
Education as well as a Cer-
tificate in Diplomacy and
International Relations from
the University of the South
Pacific (USP), where she has
also been pursuing a Post
Graduate Certificate in Gov-
ernance.

Ambassador  Veisamasa-
ma has three sons and two
daughters.

A-G launches
‘Keep Green’
programme

NANISE NEIMILA

HE Attorney-General
I and Minister for Edu-

cation Aiyaz Sayed-
Khaiyum commended
Gospel High School for in-
troducing the “Keep Green
Program” which supported
the Fijian Government’s
presidency for COP23 last
year.

The “Keep Green Program”
focus on the 3Rs’- reduces,
reuse and recycle, part of
the program will be the
planting of mahogany and
sandalwood trees around the
school.

The A-G said it was en-
couraging to see that schools
were supporting the Fijian
Government’s efforts in rais-
ing awareness on the effects
of climate change.

“Climate change had
significant bearing on our
schools, especially during the
wrath of Tropical Cyclone
Winston and every aspect of
education had been affected,
even for students and the
community,” he said.

“We need to understand the
effects of climate change and
this is another way of rais-
ing awareness through our
school systems and giving
students the opportunity to
learn more about this.”

The A-G highlighted Gov-
ernment’s role and Prime
Minister Voreqe Bainima-
rama lead role as President of
COP23.

Gospel High School Prin-
cipal Immanuel Prasad said
the institution would support
Government efforts in rais-
ing awareness on climate
change.

“Climate change is real and
we need to start from some-
where and this is another
way we can raise awareness
and teach our children how
to look after the environ-
ment,” Mr Prasad said.

Mr Prasad added that
children were the agents for
change and this program was
not only about the 3Rs, but
how it affected the globe in
terms of climate change and
global warming.

“The aim of the Clean
Schools Program was to in-
troduce a 3R centric system
to schools with the follow-
ing objectives — to give the
opportunity for students to
start proper waste manage-
ment and to target children
in creating awareness on the
concept of waste minimisa-
tion at schools, home and in
their communities.”
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Climate
Threat

FROM PAGE 1

that I hope will urgently
raise ambition in the Nation-
ally Determined Contribu-
tions or NDCs that each
country is making to reduce
its own carbon emissions.

all members of the Grand
Coalition we are building
for decisive action take part
at all governments’ level,
civil society, the private
sector and ordinary men and
women.”

Meanwhile, the National
Disaster Management Office
(NDMO) has issued an ad-
visory for all Fijians to take
the necessary precautions in
light of the forecasted track

to the south of Fiji in the
next few days from Tongan
waters.

As of last night, the Fiji
Meteorological Services
forecast that TC Gita posed
no direct threat to Fiji, but
given that cyclone paths
could defy forecasts it was
important to remain pre-
pared at all times.

The system has already
caused massive damage in
Samoa and American Samoa

Fijians are advised to
prepare for any eventuality
by securing their property
and livestock while not tak-
ing any unnecessary risks
because lives have been
lost in the past because of
negligence.

All mariners have been
asked take heed of the
strong wind warning, espe-
cially for small fishing boats
to avoid venturing into fish-

“The Talanoa Dialogue
is vitally important for

of Tropical Cyclone Gita,
currently a Category 2 sys-
tem, which may pass close

and was expected to pass
through Tongan waters.

ing activities because rough
seas and heavy rain will be
experienced.

A-G urges
prefects to
be honest

Attorney-General and Minister

for Education Aiyaz Sayed-
Khaiyum officiated at the prefects
induction at Nagali District School
in Naitasiri.

The A-G reminded the prefects to
be honest at all times and help
their teachers maintain discipline
in the school.

Prefects inducted included
leaders from kindergarten and
Year 1 to Year 8.

The head boy for 2018 is Josua
Veikoso while Cema Boteivanua is
the head girl.

Nagali District School has a roll of
186 students with eight teachers.

Photos: AZARIA FAREEN

Govt ‘guarantees
religious freedony’

NANISE NEIMILA

HE Government will protect the

I religious freedom of every Fi-

jian and will not tolerate acts of
temple desecration around the country,
says Attorney-General and Minister for
Economy Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum.

The reassurance was given by the A-G
during a public forum at the Shree Go-
pal Sadhu Hanumaan Gadi Mandir at
Nakasi, Nasinu, organised to address the
increase in desecration of temples around
the country.

The A-G said the Fijian Constitution
guaranteed religious freedom in the
country and the perpetrators involved in
temple desecrations would face the full
brunt of the law.

“We are a secular state; a nation where
every Fijian can choose their own reli-
gion and no one — I repeat, no one — can

force one denomination or faith on any-
one or prevent anyone from following
the religion of their choosing,” he said.

“It saddens me greatly that we’ve seen
a recent escalation of religious vilifica-
tion in Fiji. Unfortunately, it is even more
widespread than these attacks on tem-
ples.”

The A-G added that some people were
trying to turn fellow Fijians against each
other on the basis of Hindu against Mus-
lim, one Christian denomination against
another, iTaukei against Fijians of Indian
descent, North Indian against South Indi-
an, Arya Samaj against Sanatan Dharam
Sabha, this province against that province
and this confederacy against another.

“I’'m here to tell you that we need to
move away from that backward way of
thinking. Otherwise we will never pro-
gress as a country,” the A-G said.

He told community members that an at-

tack on our temples was an attack against
every Fijian and every religion in Fiji
and attacks against our Constitution and
secular state.

The A-G thanked the Methodist Church
President, the National President of the
Shree Sanatan Dharm and the National
President of the Fiji Muslim League for
condemning intolerance in the Fijian so-
ciety as per media reports.

Police Commissioner Brigadier General
Sitiveni Qiliho said the police dedicated
a taskforce of 20 officers to look into
the escalation of crimes, such as temple
desecration and damaging of religious
places.

“We need to work together to curb these
crimes and I can assure that the police
will work hard to get this perpetrators,”
Commissioner Qiliho said.

Other Cabinet ministers and Members
of Parliament were part of the forum.

Your safety is
paramount: Qiliho

NANISE NEIMILA

OLICE Commissioner
PBrigadier General Sitiveni

Qiliho has reaffirmed the
commitment of the Police Force
in protecting every Fijian’s right
to practice any religion of their
choice.

Commissioner Qiliho made
this assurance while answering
queries from the members of
the community during a forum
organised by the Shree Gopal
Sadhu Hanumaan Gadi Mandir
in Nakasi recently.

“I have directed my officers to
set up a taskforce to investigate
this crimes and as we speak 20
officers have been assigned to in-
vestigate the desecration of tem-
ples around the country,” he said.

“Be assured that we will not
rest until we arrest those who
have benefited from these crimes
and those who are behind these
crimes.”

Commissioner Qiliho issued a
stern warning to those opportun-
ists intending to commit such
crimes, saying that the police
would not tolerate these acts and
perpetrators would have to face
the full brunt of the law.

He highlighted that the 2017
policing landscape had its fair
share of external and internal
challenges. However, despite
these hurdles, the police still
managed to reduce the overall
crime rate by nine per cent.

“There are a number of factors
that have contributed to this re-
duction, and while it may seem
contrary to media and social me-
dia reports of a Fiji riddled with
crime, | can categorically state,
that 2017 was a much safer year
for Fiji when compared with
2016, Commissioner Qiliho
said.

“The 2017 crime statistics take
into account the actual crimes
committed during the reporting
period from the 1st of January to
the 31st of December.”

Commissioner Qiliho added
that out of the 20,565 cases re-
ported last year, 18,154 were
committed in 2017 while 2412
cases were committed in previ-
ous years.

Attorney-General and Minister
for Economy Aiyaz Sayed-Khai-
yum urged all Fijians to work
with the police and to report any
incidents that they thought were
illegal or against the law.

“The Government will continue
to support the efforts of the Fiji
Police Force and since this Gov-
ernment came into leadership
there has been a restructure with-
in the force,” he said.

“We have improved the re-
sources, increased the budgetary
allocation to the Fiji Police Force
with pay increases for all those in
the force.”
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OMEN’S groups in Naita-

siri received a timely boost

for their income-generat-
ing programs from the Minister for
Women, Children and Poverty Alle-
viation, Mereseini Vuniwaqa.

Minister Vuniwaqa visited Nadakuni
and Nagqara villages and distributed
sewing machines to these groups to as-
sist in diversifying their businesses.

These income-generating projects will
strengthen the commitment between
the ministry and women’s groups in
working together for the empowerment
of rural women.

The groups manage brush-cutting and
canteen projects as part of their income-
generation program.

During the visit, Minister Vuniwaqa
acknowledged the support shown by
the vanua towards their women’s aspi-
rations.

“The ministry is happy to provide
income-generating projects to regis-
tered women’s group in Fiji to alleviate
poverty by economically empowering
women,” she said.

Nagara Women’s Group president
Timaima Vakadragusu acknowledged
the Ministry of Women for visiting
them. The vice president, Melaia Dua-
cakau, shared the same sentiments and
said they were very happy to have the

——

Timely aid for

women’s groups
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A member of Nadakuni Women'’s Group receives sewing machine from Minister for Women

Children and Poverty Alleviation, Mereseini Vuniwaqa.

minister visit them and share words of
encouragement on how to operate their
income-generating projects.

“We will sew clothes and uniform,
so we can sell it and the money earned
will assist the operation of our women’s
group,” Mr Duacakau said after receiv-
ing new sewing machines.

The ministerial week-long visit to
Naitasiri identified ways and means to

further assist these women’s groups in
the sustainable development of their
income-generating programs.

The ministry believes in investing in
women’s economic empowerment be-
cause it sets a direct path towards gen-
der equality, poverty eradication and
inclusive economic growth.

news@govnet.gov.fj

Boat
enhances
Government
services

HE Minister for
Women, Children
and Poverty Allevia-

tion, Mereseini Vuniwaqa,
and the chiefs of Lomaiv-
iti launched the ‘Seda Kei
Viti’ recently in Levuka.

The boat will be an ad-
dition to the Ministry for
Women, Children and
Poverty Alleviation’s fleet

Minister for Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation, Mereseini Vuniwaqa and chiefs of Lomaiviti
during the launch of the Seda kei Viti in Levuka.

and will boost the Govern-
ment’s aim of decentralis-
ing service delivery - deliv-
ering government services
to Fijians wherever they
live.

While launching the boat,
Minister Vuniwaqa said,
“Accessibility to services
is a challenge for most vil-
lages and islands in the Lo-
maiviti Group, so the boat
will be used primarily by
ministry staff to deliver
services around the remote
islands on Lomaiviti”.

The Seda Kei Viti, which

is the third boat to be com-
missioned by the ministry,
will improve service deliv-
ery especially for the two
departments - Women and
the Social Welfare - as well
as other official stakehold-
ers who provide services in
the Lomaiviti Group and
will be used to reach Fiji-
ans on the islands.

Minister Vuniwaqa said
the provision of the boat to
these departments was an
extension of the outreach
program the people, in
particular those from Gau,

Wakaya, Batiki, Koro and
Moturiki.

She said the vessel would
provide much-needed as-
sistance to the people of
Lomaiviti and these servic-
es included easier access to
financial assistance for the
underprivileged,  quicker
response to child protection
and family issues, more
awareness programs and
availability of advice for
the locals.

The chiefs of Lomaiviti
who were at the launch
included Ratu mai Bureta

Ratu Jone Davila, Turaga
na Rokotakala Ratu Peni
Boila and Reverend Jiuta
Volau.

In thanking the Govern-
ment for considering the
challenge they faced in ac-
cessing Government ser-
vices, they acknowledged
the huge positive impact
that infrastructural devel-
opments and social benefits
provided by Government
made in the lives of their
people.

news@govnet.gov.fj

Feedback received
on health helpline

ANSHOO CHNADRA

ORE than 3500 people con-
tacted the Health Customer
Care Centre helpline 157

from June 2016 to January 2018.

Of this, there were a total of 3011 calls,
149 emails and 430 SMS received with
all calls acknowledged within 24 hours
and referred to ministry staff to be in-
vestigated and addressed.

The helpline has been able to assist the
ministry in identifying gaps and having
these addressed in a prioritised manner.

It has created opportunities for the
Health Ministry to work with the Min-
istry of Civil Service in organising cus-
tomer care training for clinicians, which
will be facilitated by Fiji National Uni-
versity as a strategy to improve custom-
er services within the health system.

It has enabled the ministry to monitor
and enhance its resource/equipment op-
erations.

From June 2017 to January 8, 2018,
there were several calls commonly re-
ceived through the helpline.

People raised concerns via the Cus-
tomer Care Centre about a variety of
issues such as long waiting times, staff
attitudes and delays in obtaining results
and reports.

There has been no single standout is-
sue, but surprisingly there have been a
number of calls relating to environmen-
tal health issues (drainage, garbage).

On the positive side, there have been a
number of calls from people wishing to
comment on improvements in services
offered by doctors and nurses.

Prank calls have been noted and these
are usually from callers who are not
owners of the mobile numbers regis-
tered in the database when SMS or calls
were received.

There were general inquiries such as
whether the health centres are open
during weekends and public holidays
or whether a certain doctor was on duty.

Other feedbacks received are not
health related, but customers are ad-
vised to call the appropriate govern-
ment agencies for their issues to be ad-
dressed.

There have been complaints about
staff attitude and unsatisfactory treat-
ment about clinicians-nurses and doc-
tors equally.

Hence, the Health Ministry with the
Ministry of Civil Service are now look-
ing at providing customer service train-
ing to clinicians with the objective of
empowering service providers to be
customer friendly and focused in im-
proving customer-oriented services.

Other complaints include the unavail-
ability of services — equipment break-
down.

The helpline has become a real-time
medium that responds and registers all
customers accessing 157 via calls or
sms or even through emails.

The helpline has been linked to a data-
base that notifies the health service pro-
viders such as Risk Managers and Sub-
Divisional Medical Officers, Medical
Superintendents, Divisional Medical
Officers and other departmental heads
on feedbacks from customers.
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AGRICULTURE

ISAAC LAL

( j ANE planting for the 2017/2018
season has been a very positive
improvement for canegrowers,

with the Fiji Sugar Corporation’s ex-

tension team increasing engagement
with farmers.

FSC chief executive officer Graham
Clark said this was encouraging news for
the industry because a higher cane crop
would result in an increase in sugar pro-
duction.

“We are encouraged and optimistic by
the current planting trend. We are very
grateful to all industry stakeholders, no-
tably the Government for its financial
support. The objective of rebuilding a
robust and bigger sugar industry has
clearly been accepted by all stakehold-
ers. Everyone is working together and at
this juncture, this is crucial and reward-
ing,” Mr Clark said.

“There is a spirit of excitement and re-
newed enthusiasm in the air.”

Two growers within the Lautoka sec-
tor confirmed that this year’s planting
had been better than the previous year,
aided by the Government grants and
good technical support from another key
industry stakeholder, the Sugar Research
Institute.

Rajnesh Naicker, 39, a commercial
grower of Lovu sector, on the outskirts
of Lautoka, hopes to increase his harvest
this season.

“Last season, I had 4.5 acres covered
by cane. This season that has grown to
seven acres and I am looking forward to
at least 500 tonnes of sugar harvest this
year,” he said.

The Government’s assistance to grow-
ers this season has been fundamental in
assisting planting efforts.

As Mr Naicker said the “incentives
from the Government and support from
FSC field operations, complemented
with good technical advice from the
Sugar Research Institute has assisted me
greatly”.

“] am new to farming and I learn as
much as I can. And the direction being
given to me by these entities has really
boosted my cane planting efforts,” he
said.

Mr Naicker, an accountant by profes-
sion, left a lucrative career to pursue
commercial agricultural farming.

“I have no regrets in pursuing sugarcane
farming,” he said.

Government assistance to sugarcane

Lisala Kubu, an iTaukei grower of Naviago Village,
Lautoka, owns a 3.9 acre sugar farm.

INSET: Rajnesh Naicker, 39, a commercial grower of Lovu
sector, on the outskirts of Lautoka, hopes to increase his
harvest this season.

Last season, | had

4.5 acres covered by
cane. This season that
has grown fo seven
acres and | am looking
forward to at least 500
tonnes of sugar
harvest this year.

Rajnesh Naicker, 39,
a commercial grower
of Lovu sector

FSC
upbeat on cane
planting progress

growers includes incentives such as sub-
sidies for weedicides and fertiliser.

The response to these initiatives has re-
sulted in significant increases in volume
usage of fertiliser and weedicides.

FSC planting records confirm notewor-
thy growth in all sectors with over 5800
hectares planted in November and De-
cember 2017 alone.

In Ba, Tavua and Rarawai, several sec-
tors increased planting area by more than
double compared with last year.

There has been good rainfall at the right
time is season throughout the cane belt.

The rains enhanced cane growth pros-
pects although extreme weather patterns
in the past three to five years have had
a negative bearing on the crop, but this
season the rainfall has bolstered growers’
determination.

Lisala Kubu, an iTaukei grower of Na-
viago Village, Lautoka, owns a 3.9 acre
sugar farm.

He started farming again after a lapse of
a few years.

“I was motivated by the incentives in
the industry and I am happy that I ven-
tured into cane farming again. I started
off with a 1.4-acre farm, but now I have

close to four acres and I am still looking
to add three more acres. My father was a
sugarcane farmer but I only took it up in
2015,” Mr Kubu said.

Like Mr Naicker, Mr Kubu looks for-
ward to a good harvest this season.

In comparison with last season, sugar-
cane planting has been above target by
136 per cent for sectors aligned to the
Rarawai Mill.

Sectors aligned to Lautoka Mill have
achieved 76 per cent of target to date,
Labasa Mill sectors 86.2 per cent and
Penang Mill 72 per cent respectively.

“Of the 38 sectors, 15 sectors have
doubled their planting targets. This is a
positive direction for the future of the
industry and just general good news all
around,” Mr Clark added.

“While planting for the 2018 season has
been concluded, planting for new seed
cane for use in 2019 continues. Barring
any extreme weather disturbances, this
season’s crop should be a much-needed
increase in cane production compared
with the previous season, and will con-
tribute toward much-anticipated stability
required to deliver a turnaround for the
sugar industry.”

Fertiliser,
weedicide grant
subsidies signed

PRIYANKA LAL

WO grant agreements
signed on fertiliser
and weedicide subsidy

between the Ministry of Sugar
and South Pacific Fertilizers
Limited will ensure canefarmers
maximise their sugarcane yield.

The grant agreements were
signed between the permanent
secretary for the Ministry of
Sugar, Yogesh Karan, and SPFL
board member Sundresh Chetty in
Suva recently.

While speaking at the signing,
Mr Karan said Government subsi-
dised fertiliser costs since 2009 to
encourage and ensure that growers
applied the recommended quantity
of fertiliser in cane fields.

“Ever since 2009, the total price
of 50kg bag of fertiliser was
$45.59 and the Government was
subsidising fertiliser cost with a
subsidy of $14.09 while growers
paid $31.50 per 50kg for Blend A,
B and C fertiliser,” he said.

The Government further in-
creased the subsidy from $14.09
to $25.59 per 50kg bag of fertiliser
and increased the fertiliser subsidy
budget allocation from $9.7mil-
lion (2016-2017) to $15.35m un-
der the Ministry of Sugar Industry
for 2017/2018 financial year.

This, Mr Karan said, was an in-
crease of 82 per cent in subsidy by
the Government when compared
with the 2016 fiscal year.

“Now the farmers are paying $20
per 50kg bag of fertiliser, which is
44 per cent of $45.59 per 50kg bag.
Government pays $25.59, which is
56 per cent of price for 50kg ferti-
liser,” he added.

Mr Karan said Government back-
dated the new fertiliser subsidy
rate to January 1, 2017, instead of
August 1, 2017.

While speaking on the weedi-
cide grant, Mr Karan highlighted
that the Government introduced
the weedicide subsidy programme
with a budgetary allocation of
$6.3m in the 2017/2018 financial
year.

“From 1 August, 2017, the Gov-
ernment provides 55 per cent
subsidy while growers pay 45 per
cent of the price of the four recom-
mended weedicide on sugarcane
fields. These are Diuron WDGR0,
Valpar King, Glyphosate and 2D
Amine 270,” he said.

SPFL general manager Ashween
Ram said 13,000 to 15,000 cane
farmers who were registered under
the programme benefited from the
grant agreements.

“With the government assistance,
we have been able to improve our
performance and we need to keep
up the momentum in terms of pro-
viding support to the growers to in-
crease cane yields,” Mr Ram said.
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Climate change
affects health sector

NANISE NEIMILA

LIMATE change continues to af-
fect all aspects of humanity and,
in particular, it undermines the
environmental determinants of health.
These determinants include clean air
and water, sufficient food and adequate
shelter with the changing climate leading
to increased risks and infectious disease.
This was highlighted by the Minister
for Health and Medical Services, Rosy
Akbar, during a presentation 4th Asia-
Pacific Broadcasting Union Media Sum-
mit: Climate Change and Disaster Risk
Reduction in Nadi last week.
“Although all populations are at risk,

some are more vulnerable than others.
Small Island Developing States are in
the frontline, encompassing the range
of acute to long-term risks, from more
extreme floods and storms, to increased
risks of water-borne and food-borne in-
fectious diseases, to sea-level rise threat-
ening healthcare facilities situated in
coastal areas,” Minister Akbar said.
“Pacific island countries are working
hard to address the escalating realities
of climate change, including the impact
on land, livelihoods and on the food and
water security of their most vulnerable
communities.”

Minister Akbar added that the need for
accessible, predictable, adequate and ap-

propriate financial support to meet the
climate crisis in developing countries
was urgent and growing.

“Access to climate finance is a matter
of global justice. Those who have con-
tributed the least to the causes of climate
change are typically the most vulnerable
to its impacts and have the least resourc-
es to respond,” she said.

“Climate change presents an increas-
ingly existential challenge to people in
the Pacific region.

“Over the coming decades, large num-
bers of Pacific people — and in some
cases entire nations — face displacement
from their homes and livelihoods.”

Minister
stresses
climate
partnership

NANISE NEIMILA

@ THERE is need to incor-
porate climate change
projects into disaster risk

management administration,”

FROM LEFT: Minister for Agriculture, Rural & Maritime Development, and National Disaster Management and
Fiji’s High Level Climate Champion, Inia Seruiratu, Minister for Forests Osea Naigamu and Minister for Fisheries
Semi Koroilavesau during the 4th ABU Media Summit on Climate Change and Disaster Risk Reduction at the
Sheraton Resort and Spa on Denarau. Photo: ERONI VALILI

says Minister for Rural and
Maritime Development, Na-
tional Disaster Management
Office and Fiji’s Climate
Change champion Inia Se-
ruiratu.

This was his message to
participants at the 4th Media
Summit on Climate Change
and Disaster Risk Reduction
last week.

Minister ~ Seruiratu  said
the Pacific had in place the
Framework for Resilient De-
velopment in the Pacific, oth-
erwise known as the FRDP.

“The FRDP provides high-
level strategic guidance to
different stakeholder groups
on how to enhance resilience
to climate change and disas-
ters, in ways that contribute
to and are embedded in sus-
tainable development,” he
said.

Minister Seruiratu said to
support the implementation
and monitoring of the FRDP,
a guiding tool to incorporate
risk resilient development
across all sectors, the Pacific
Resilience Partnership was

established last year.

“Meanwhile, the final stages
of consultations on the draft
National Disaster Risk Re-
duction Policy 2018-2030 are
underway.

“The draft policy is aligned
to the Sendai Framework by
ensuring consistency in the
indicators and targets be-
tween the two documents to
streamline the reporting and
monitoring of implementa-
tion and achievements,” Min-
ister Seruiratu said.

Minister Seruiratu added

that the draft Disaster Risk
Reduction Policy emphasised
the need to integrate climate
change adaptation and disas-
ter risk reduction actions, and
the need for alignment and
co-ordination among various
sector policies, legislations
and plans.

“The Fiji COP23 presi-
dency recognises the need
to strengthen the linkages
between climate change ad-
aptation, disaster risk reduc-
tion and sustainable develop-
ment,” he said.

Ministry
looks

into risk
action plan

NANISE NEIMILA

HE Ministry of
Health and Medi-
cal Services will

provide a leadership role
in the area of Climate
Change for Health and
Disaster Risk Manage-
ment in Health.

This will be done through
a unit responsible for put-
ting into action the Climate
Change and Health Strate-
gic Action Plan as well as
the Health Emergency and
Disaster Management Ac-
tion Plan.

Minister for Health and
Medical Rosy Akbar high-
lighted this during a pres-
entation at the 4th Asia-Pa-
cific Broadcasting Union
Media Summit in Nadi last
week.

Minister Akbar said un-
der the climate change and
health strategic action plan
a departmental steering
committee reviewed and
implemented health activi-
ties and proposals related to
climate change.

“My ministry is commit-
ted in its continued effort to
build capacity of its work-
force in climate change and
health through training, ca-
pacity building and infra-
structure related support,”
she said.

“Ministry of Health &
Medical Services Fiji is
working towards the adop-
tion of ‘green health care
facilities’ concept acknowl-
edging the health co-bene-
fits of climate mitigation.
The proposal for Fiji’s first
‘green HCF’ is now with
KOICA for funding and if
approved the town of Nadi
will be the home of our first
‘green health care facility’.

“Moreover, health co-
benefits from reduction of
fossil fuel use in cooking
and incineration within our
health sector and other sec-
tors can address pollution
problems that cause res-
piratory and skin allergies.”

Minister Akbar added
that promoting wellness
through physical activ-
ity (walking, running) and
healthy eating led to re-
duction of dependency on
motor vehicles and fast
foods and this impacted on
carbon emission, increased
healthiness and supported
the quality of life for our
citizens.
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President Major General Joji Konrote, third from left, and USP vice-chancellor and president Professor Rajesh Chandra, fourth from left, dur-
ing the launching of USP’s 50th anniversary celebrations in Suva. Photo: RONAL DEO

President commends
USP’s contribution

NATASHA BEGUM

HE President, Major Gen-
I eral (Ret’d) Jioji Konrote, has
commended the University of
the South Pacific (USP) for being a
steadfast partner to the Government
in advancing the education system.
President Konrote made these re-
marks while launching the USP’s
50th anniversary celebrations in Suva
recently, stating that the past 50 years
had been a period of tremendous
change for the university and all of

Fiji.

He said the USP had played a vital
role in producing a competitive and
talented workforce.

“Our young people today enjoy
more opportunities in education than
ever before in our history,” President
Konrote said.

The Head of State highlighted that
the Fijian Government’s tertiary ed-
ucation scheme paved the way for
young Fijians to pursue further and
quality education.

“The generation of young Fijians

entering USP today are among the
many in recent years who have bene-
fitted from the Government’s free ed-
ucation initiative. And now that they
have gone to university, they have
access to a wide range of merit-based
scholarships and affordable Tertiary
Education Loan Scheme,” he said.

President Konrote congratulated the
university on its milestone achieve-
ment and acknowledged the legacy
of the institution surrounding leader-
ship, Pacific co-operation and educa-
tional achievement.

President
opens time
capsule

NATASHA BEGUM

TIME capsule was

opened by Presi-

dent Major Gen-
eral (Ret’d) Jioji Konrote
to mark the launch of the
University of the South
Pacific’s 50th anniversary
celebrations.

A time capsule contains a
historic cache of goods or
information typical of the
said time that is buried and
opened later to mark an
occasion.

The time capsule out-
side the Australia-Pacific
Lecture Theatre was
sealed on 20 August 1997
by the then Australian
Foreign Minister, Alexan-
der Downer, and the then

/1

President Major General (Ret’d) Joji Konrote opens the time capsule as USP pro vice-chancellor Winston

Thompson looks on. Photo: RONAL DEO

Acting Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Rajesh Chandra
to mark the commence-
ment of construction of the
Australia-Pacific Lecture
Theatre.

Items in the capsule con-

tained USP publications, a
video cassette from 1997
and a note stating the open-
ing of the capsule on the
university’s 50th anniver-
sary, which was read by
Professor Chandra during

its opening.

The USP will prepare a
time capsule to be sealed
in December to preserve
for future generations to
review the essence of 2018.
Present during the opening

were USP Pro-Vice Chan-
cellor Winston Thompson,
Australia’s High Commis-
sioner to Fiji, John Feakes,
and USP Vice Chancellor
Professor Rajesh Chandra.

New protocols
for ministry

HE Attorney-General and Min-

I ister for Education, Aiyaz Sayed-

Khaiyum, has announced a range

of new protocols for the Ministry of Ed-

ucation to address a number of systemic
issues affecting Fijian teachers.

He set out clear expectations for the role
of ministry officials in supporting Fiji’s
teachers in their important work educat-
ing young Fijians.

B The Ministry of Education has dis-
covered that some teachers received in-
correct information from some divisional
education officers and education officers
in Suva and were told they did not need
to sit for examinations to receive a con-
tract. Those teachers who were given
that incorrect information will be granted
one-year contracts, but they will need
to sit proficiency examinations to de-
termine their order of merit so they can
be appropriately placed in schools. All
teachers who were given incorrect infor-
mation and did not yet sit for an exam
will be required to sign a statutory dec-
laration stating the circumstances around
their situation.

B The Ministry of Education is in the
process of assessing appropriate school
locations to best accommodate teachers
seeking transfers. Teachers who have
been given representations by ministry
officials that they will be transferred, but
who have not yet been transferred, will
have their claims properly verified. Once
verified those pending teacher transfer
requests will be processed in the next
two weeks.

B Teacher shortages are being addressed
on an ongoing basis. The past practice of
ministry officials touring the country to
assess teacher shortages has been ended.
School heads have now been granted
greater autonomy and responsibility, and
will be required to submit forms request-
ing additional teaching personnel and fa-
cilities if required. Ministry officials will
then verify the need for additional teach-
ers and facilities. Forms will be made
available by the end of this week. The
ministry will be placing priority on fill-
ing secondary school vacancies, mainly
in the subject areas of maths, physics, in-
dustrial arts and office technologies.

B For those interested teacher candi-
dates who were not previously available
to take exams, new exam times would
be advertised on this coming Saturday, 3
February 2018.

B Civil Service Reform Unit Director
Jane Curran will chair an independent
investigation into issues of non-perfor-
mance, deliberate giving out of wrong in-
formation and leaks of teachers’ personal
information. Assurances were made that
those found responsible would be held
accountable.

B There has also been misinformation
spread about teacher compensation; it
was clarified that, because school started
in the middle of a fortnight, some teach-
ers were paid for three days’ work before
anew fortnight began. All teachers would
be paid in full for the next fortnight upon
its completion.

Any questions can be referred to the
teacher hotline at 162 (between the hours
of 8am and 8 pm) or by e-mail at

Csrmu.enquiries@gmail.com
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sports
tourism

NANISE NEIMILA

HE reopening of the

I FMF Gymnasium and
the new Fiji Sports
Council headquarters will
cement the Government’s

commitment to promote sport
tourism within Fiji and inter-

nationally.
Speaking at the event, Prime
Minister Voreqe Bainima-

rama said the Government
knew how to grow the econ-
omy because for eight straight
years there had been positive
growth.

“The Government knows
how to create jobs because
unemployment in Fiji stands
at the lowest rate in 30 years.

And we know how to make
sports tourism work for Fiji,
whether it be the Fiji Interna-
tional or the Super Rugby se-
ries, we are realising our great
potential as a premier destina-
tion for sport and we are put-
ting Fiji on the map for sports
fans around the world,” Prime
Minister Bainimarama said.
“Later this year, we will
be hosting the Pan-Pacific
Swimming  Championships
in Fiji, then in 2019 we will
host the IWF World Junior
Weightlifting Championships
and, in 2021, the INF World
U20 Netball Cup. Bringing us
even more great opportunities
to solidify our reputation as a
sporting destination.”

Mﬂlﬂlﬂlﬁluum -

/

Prime Minister Bainimarama
highlighted that all across Fiji,
economic success enabled
the Government to invest in
gyms, parks and sporting fa-
cilities for Fijians.

“Giving more Fijians more
opportunity to get moving,
get healthy and take positive
steps towards living healthier
lifestyles,” he said.

“This year alone, we are
spending $2.1million to com-

e

new Fiji Sports Council

headquarters in Suva. Photo: ERONI VALILI

plete the long-awaited Vuni-
sea Sports Complex in Ka-
davu and the Sawaieke Sports
Complex in Gau and continue
construction of the Vunidawa
Sports Complex in Naitasiri.”

“We are currently construct-
ing a 10-lane Olympic com-
petition size pool in Lautoka,
anew Valelevu sports stadium
and a new public swimming
pool in Nasinu, along with
dozens of rural sports fields

throughout the country. And,
just down the road, we plan
to refurbish the Vodafone
Arena.”

Fiji National Sports Com-
mission executive chairman
Peter Mazey thanked the
Government for providing op-
portunities for local athletes
to enjoy the new facilities.
“The reopening of the FMF
Gymnasium will ensure that
our local athletes access the

On behalf of the Fijian Government and Fijian people, [ extend our
deepest condolences to all those who have lost loved ones and friends

aboard the MV Butiraoi.

It is a particular tragedy for a nation the size of Kiribati, and the
thoughts and prayers of every Fijian are with you at this time. May
Almighty God take those who have lost their lives into his loving arms,
and provide comfort to their families and all who knew them.

As you know, Fiji was able to render whatever assistance we could
with the rescue effort, and we also stand ready to provide whatever
assistance you may need with the investigation into the sinking.

This tragedy has struck a deep chord with Fijians and other Pacific
Islanders. We are acutely aware of the vulnerability of all of us in the
vast stretches of ocean that separate our islands, and we must all work
together to ensure that our means of transport across the seas meet the

highest safely standards.

I extend to you the solidarity and friendship of the Fijian people, and
our assurance that you can always rely on Fiji— especially in times of

need.

Yours sincerely,

Voreqge Bainimarama
Prime Minister of Fiji
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Unscrupulous
traders a
problem

NATASHA BEGUM

HE Fijian Competi-
tion and Consumer
Commission (FCCC)

received a total of 242 com-
plaints of unfair trading
practices in 2017.

This, the commission high-
lighted, was becoming a
problem, but it successfully
resolved 90 per cent of the
complaints received.

Commission chief execu-
tive officer Joel Abraham
said FCCC was committed
to shielding consumers by
way of law from unethical

business practices while
still promoting market com-
petition.

“The 242 complaints re-
ceived in 2017 surrounded
misleading advertisements,
bait advertising, false repre-
sentation, hoarding of goods
and the sale of unmerchant-
able goods,” Mr Abraham
said.

“While the FCCC is man-
dated to promote effective
competition and informed
markets and encourage
trading. It is also mandated
to protect consumers from
unscrupulous traders. This
is important to ensure con-
sumer rights are protected
and they get value for their
money.”

Mr Abraham urged con-
sumers to break the culture
of silence and speak up
against unfair market prices
to ensure that such cases
was minimised.

“Consumers are advised
to initially contact the busi-
ness or service provider
concerned in order to seek
an amicable solution to their
concern. Should they be
unsuccessful then consum-
ers are encouraged to lodge
their complaints with the
FCCC by visiting an outlet
closer to them,” he said.

“The FCCC will continue
to safeguard consumer inter-
ests by enforcing the FCCC
Act 2010 for the betterment
of all Fijians. Where traders
fail to comply with the laws
in place FCCC, having the
enforcement powers, will
step in to take appropriate
action.”

Other complaints received
by the Commission include
rent increase despite the rent
freeze order, unfair evic-
tion and non-refund of bond
money.

The FCCC Act 2010, Sales
of Goods Act and the Con-
sumer Credit Act are cur-
rently under review.

Minister overseas for

seasonal work talks

TALKS were held recently with
the Australian Government on
how to improve work conditions
and increase the number of workers de-
ployed under the Seasonal Work Pro-
gramme (SWP).

This as the Minister for Employment,
Productivity and Industrial Relations
Jone Usamate met Australian Minister
for International Development and the
Pacific Senator Concetta Fierravanti-
Wells,

Senator Zed Seselja and executives of

the National Farmers Federation in Can-
berra last week to discuss matters re-
lated to the Seasonal Work Programme
(SWP).

Their discussions focused on improv-
ing conditions and increasing the num-
ber of workers deployed to Australian
farms under the SWP and current issues
that have been addressed by the Em-
ployment Ministry.

Minister Usamate had the opportunity
to meet a group of Fijian workers who
were employed with Dahegam Fresh

Produce in Canberra, Australia.

He emphasised the importance of
working as a team so that they could
maximise the benefits of the work op-
portunities.

He thanked the workers and the em-
ployer and wished them well.

Minister Usamate was accompanied
by the ministry’s deputy secretary,
Vilimone Baledrokadroka, and Labour
Standards Service director Atish Kumar.

news@govnet.gov.fj

Initiative
for women
market
vendors

PRIYANKA LAL

URAL women mar-
ket vendors in Nadi
nd Nausori will soon

have access to accommoda-
tion and resource centres to
ensure they have improved
working conditions.

Very soon women
market vendors will
be able to enjoy
accessible and
secure facilities in

a secure two-storey
accommodation
and resource
centre.

United Nations Women
representative Aleta Miller

This is part of efforts be-
tween the Ministry of Local
Government, United Na-
tions Women’s Markets for
Change programme and the
Australian Government.

Minister for Local Govern-
ment, Housing, Environ-
ment, Infrastructure and
Transport Parveen Kumar
received a cheque for more
than $400,000 last week for
accommodation centres for
Namaka and Nausori markets
from UN Women representa-
tive Aleta Miller in Suva.

Minister Kumar thanked
UN Women and the Australi-
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Minister for Local Government, Housing, Environment, Infrastructure and Transport Parveen Kumar receives a
cheque for more than $400K from United Nations Women representative Aleta Miller in Suva. Photo: PRIYANKA

an Government for their con-
tinuous support towards rural
women market vendors and
municipal councils around
Fiji.

“Very soon there will be a
ground-breaking ceremony
for the accommodation cen-
tre for the women of Nausori.
When the new Nausori mar-
ket was built, there were sur-
plus spaces available but if
you go now, there is not even
a single space. There is a de-
mand that we have to meet,”
Minister Kumar said.

“Namaka market needs ex-
pansion. Other municipal
markets need this kind of de-
velopment and we will work
to ensure the facilities are
provided.”

Ms Miller said Markets for

Change initiative aimed to
ensure that market places in
rural and urban areas in Fiji
were safe, inclusive and non-

discriminatory,  promoting
gender equality and women’s
empowerment.

“The total amount of funds
provided by the UN Wom-
en for the two projects is
$1.002million. The Nausori
market project will result in
the construction of a new ac-
commodation and resource
centre for women market
vendors. Very soon women
market vendors will be able
to enjoy accessible and se-
cure facilities in a secure
two-storey accommodation
and resource centre,” Ms
Miller said.

“On the ground floor, a

LAL

resource centre will house
training and meetings for
market vendors and on the
top floor, an accommodation
centre will offer a safe place
to sleep for female market
vendors, many of whom are
rural women. The new Nam-
aka market will receive an
accommodation centre.”

Both markets places would
have disability access, in-
cluding in the accommoda-
tion centres.

Funds for the construction
works at the Namaka and
Nausori markets will be re-
leased in phases as works
progress.

The factory, a subsidiary of
the Buderim Group, was re-
furbished at a cost of about
$300,000.
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ISAAC LAL

EIDAMU Primary School head

I boy Ryan Sharan feels that the

rebuilding of their new, stronger

classrooms by the Government has in-

spired the students to put in more effort
in their education.

Speaking at the reopening of the
school, which has a roll of 82 students,
Mr Sharan, 14, said he would never for-
get his days attending classes in tents
after Tropical Cyclone Winston blew
off the entire school.

“We are a very small school, but for the
Government to build back our school
and that too stronger and durable is very
much appreciated and we are thankful
for that,” he said.

“Teidamu Primary School is very
grateful for the visionary leadership and
tremendous work that this Government
is doing,” the youngster said.

“We were devastated when our school
was destroyed, but now we have these

i 4 :
Attorney-General and Minister for Education Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum meets students of Teidamu
Primary after the school’s reopening. of a new computer lab, a library and three classrooms.
Photo: ISAAC LAL

strong and very good building and for
that we want to say thank you to the
minister and to the Government.”

The school suffered massive structural
damage after being hit by Tropical Cy-
clone Winston in February 2016.

No longer having to worry about the

durability of their classrooms has come
as a huge relief for the other manage-
ments and teachers of schools in the
West that had some of their classrooms
officially reopened by the Attorney-
General and Minister for Education Ai-
yaz Sayed-Khaiyum.

Acknowledge
role of
teachers

ISAAC LAL

HE  Attorney-General

I and Minister for Edu-

cation, Aiyaz Sayed-

Khaiyum, has reiterated his call

for the need for Fiji as a nation

to acknowledge the vital role
played by teachers.

The A-G made the comment
while reopening four schools
that were severely damaged by
Tropical Cyclone Winston.

“I would like to reiterate the
comments [’ve been making for
the past few days and that is in
respect of how the various teach-
ers contribute to the education
system in Fiji,” he said.

“We, as a community and as a
nation, need to acknowledge the
hard work of teachers and en-
sure we give them proper condi-
tions.”

The A-G urged school heads to
inform the Ministry of Educa-
tion if they needed more teach-
ers.

“We’ve asked the schools,
we’ve asked the headteachers

and principals, forms have al-
ready been sent out to them and

they need to tell us if there are
shortages and if there are then

ISAAC LAL

WO villages in the
Western Division now
have a much wider se-
lection of content and better

we’ll be able to address that,” he
said.

“We need to ensure that there
are enough teachers so our stu-
dents actually get taught prop-
erly and there is less pressure on
those who are already teaching.”

He said during the reconstruc-
tion phase of schools, they
would rebuild and renovate
some teachers’ quarters.

quality television through
the Walesi Digital Television
platform launched recently.
The Attorney-General and
Minister for Communica-
tion, Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum,
launched the digital platform
at Drauniivi Village and
Rabulu Village in Ra had in
the past only relied on radio

Attorney-General and Minister for Communications Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum during the launching of the
Walesi digital platform at Rabulu Village in Ra. Photo: ISAAC LAL

and paid television to be con-
nected to the outside world.

Rabulu  Village  elder
Naimua Henry said the
launching of Walesi for their
village was a positive sign
and would benefit the villag-
ers.

“There are 42 households
in Rabulu, but only seven
homes have paid television
so we relied heavily on ra-
dio. The arrival of Walesi
has given us a new window
to the world and we are all
very grateful to the Govern-

Stronger
schools bring joy

ISAACLAL

OUR schools in the
FWestern Division that
sustained  significant
damage after Tropical Cyclone
Winston have resumed classes
in proper learning facilities.
Attorney-General and Minis-
ter for Education Aiyaz Sayed-
Khaiyum commissioned the
various school facilities in Ta-
vua and Lautoka recently.

TEIDAMU PRIMARY SCHOOL

Anew
computer lab,
library

and three
classrooms. M
DRASA SECONDARY SCHOOL
A revamped

vocational
training block §400K
BALATA COLLEGE
Five new
classrooms 31 9K

TAVUA DISTRICT SCHOOL

Anew
kindergarten

block 1 83K

While addressing the com-
munities during the ceremo-
nies, the A-G relayed a shared
message to all about the impor-
tance of investing in education.

“These young children will
be adults in the blink of an eye
and they’ll be the future lead-
ers of Fiji,” he said.

Balata College vice-principal
Sudeshna Kumar said the Ta-
vua school had to move stu-
dents to tents and specialist
rooms after classrooms were
damaged in 2016.

“We are grateful that five new
classrooms have been built and
students will be in a more con-
ducive learning environment,”
Ms Kumar said.

ment for blessing us with
Walesi,” he said.

Similar Sentiments were
echoed in Drauniivi by vil-
lager Saimoni Vunirewa
who said the 813 homes in
Drauniivi now were on equal
footing with the rest of the
nation.

“Previously we had televi-
sion, but it was not clear, but
the arrival of Walesi with
eight free-to-air channels is
welcomed,” Mr Vunirewa
said.

Speaking to villagers, the

Villagers hooked up to the outside world

A-G highlighted the need for
all Fijians to have accessi-
bility to digital television as
part of a modern Fiji.

“One of these new eight-
channel television stations
will specifically be for edu-
cational purposes so that
every child around Fiji can
watch the very same pro-
gramme at the same time
and learn all the things that
are being taught, together,”
he said.

The A-G said this addition-
al learning aid from the edu-
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Villagers
reassured on
Help for Homes
initiative

NEMANITURAGAIVIU

HE  Attorney-General
Tand Minister for Econo-

my, Aiyaz Sayed-Khai-
yum, has reassured recipients of
the Help for Homes initiative in
Taveuni that their building ma-
terials are on the way.

The A-G said the 60 tonnes of
building materials still outstand-
ing for Taveuni would be deliv-
ered because the delays with the
hardware companies had been
cleared.

“In the span of three weeks all
the 60 tonnes will be delivered
through the shipping franchise.
We understand that RC Manub-
hai was the only supplier left to
deliver the materials,” he said.

“We’re giving you confirma-
tion that it will be delivered in
three weeks.”

During a talanoa session at
Navakawau Village questions
were raised on the delay in the
re-construction of Navakawau
Catholic School.

The A-G said there are about
225 schools initially damaged
during cyclone Winston.

“I wish to highlight - to put
it into perspective - all these
schools are being built from
scratch. Some of them the walls
are fine, but the roof was taken
away,” he explained.

“We need to ensure that we
build schools to a particular
standard to withstand any tropi-
cal cyclone. About 95 per cent
of all the schools that we’re re-
building did not have the archi-
tectural plan or the engineering
plan and that is why it collapsed
quite easily.

“Due to the effects of climate
change there will be a lot of
cyclones, so we have to build
schools properly and it will take
time.

“There is a huge construction
boom in Fiji and there is short-
age of contractors in Fiji and in
fact in Viti Levu we have con-
tractors from the Philippines,
Bangladesh, and Indonesia,” the
A-G said.

“Welders in Suva are getting
$16-$17 per hour and bricklay-
ers around $8-$9 an hour be-
cause there is a huge shortage of
people.

“Some of the works that has
been called for tenders, we knew
it will approximately cost around
$1.5-$2million. The contractors
are trying their luck because of
the shortage they will say $5mil-
lion only then we will do it.”

The A-G said despite all these
challenges the Government re-
mained committed to build bet-
ter schools and infrastructure for
all Fijians.

Northerners
welcome
Walesi
platform

NEMANITURAGAIVIU

HE Walesi Digital
Television  platform
has come online in

Vanua Levu, allowing those
in rural and remote commu-
nities to watch free-to-air
television for the first time.

The new Walesi Digital
Television platform, an ini-
tiative by the Government,
now provides television ser-
vice to the whole of Fiji.

Prime Minister Voreqe
Bainimarama launched the
Walesi platform in various
parts of Vanua Levu during
his Northern tour for 2018,
including Taveuni.

He launched it in Koro-
vou Village, Bouma Village,
Naselesele Village, Lamini
Village and in Tukavesi
Village and Drekeniwai in
Cakaudrove.

Mikaele Turagacati, 62, of
Bouma Village in Taveuni
said the Walesi platform was
a big benefit for them.

“This will bring a lot of
change to the village because
we will be updated with na-
tional news, particularly on
the developments, policies
by Government and many
more,” Mr Turagacati said.

“Most of the time we’re
left out and we have to do
a lot of catch up on what is
happening around us and we

= = =
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Prime Minister Voreqe Bainimarama and Attorney-General Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum during the launch of Walesi TV at
Naselesele Village on Taveuni. Photo: ERONI VALILI

Villagers

sentiments.

want to thank the Govern-
ment for this initiative.”

from Nasel-
esele, Lamini, Tukavesi and
Drekeniwai echoed similar

Prime Minister Bainima-
rama said through terrestrial
and satellite networks the
Walesi signal was now avail-
able everywhere in Fiji.

“We’re well on our way to
broadcast free-to-air Digital
television into every home in
the country,” he said.

“This is a major victory for
Fiji and major milestone in
my Government’s mission to
give every Fijian regardless
of the socio-economic status
or their location and access
to more and better informa-
tion and entertainment.”

The Walesi platform has
eight channels including
FBC, FBC 2, FBC Plus,
Fiji TV, Channel 2, Mai TV,
Hope Channel and Parlia-
ment channel with more ex-
pected in the near future.

Project empowers

Wanikoro residents

P

NEMANI TURAGAIVIU

HE Boca community of josemsiid s sis
Wainikoro in Nadogo, Macuata, . P

now has a steady supply of elec-
tricity after decades of using lantern
lights.

This after the Minister for Industry,
Trade, Tourism, Lands and Mineral
Resources Faiyaz Koya recently com-
missioned the Boca/Wainikoro electri-
fication project.

Boca/Wainikoro advisory councillor
Narendra Pratap thanked the Govern-
ment, on behalf of the Boca commu-
nity, for delivering the project.

“We stand with pride as the Govern-
ment has helped us from darkness to
light. This is an exciting time for the
people of Boca,” Mr Pratap said.

“Gone are the days of the use of the
kerosene lanterns, purchasing diesel oil
for our generators and the use of can-
dles.”

pu—
- - ..

Minister for Industry, Trade, Tourism, Lands and Mineral Resources Faiyaz Koya commissions
the Boca/Wainikoro electrification project. Photo: NEMANI TURAGAIVIU

He said the community was grateful
that the Government-funded project
did not put additional burden on the
families, which greatly helped to them.

Minister Koya said the commission-
ing of the electrification project was an
exciting way to welcome the new year
because the community now enjoyed
the comfort, security and convenience
of reliable and affordable electric pow-
er.

“The electrification project has been

completed at the cost of $94,313 and
will provide a new and reliable sup-
ply of electricity to 17 families of the
Wainikoro settlement 24 hours a day,”
he said.

“This programme is part of the mas-
sive Rural Electrification Programme
that the Fijian Government is funding
throughout the country and this year
alone $42.6million has been allocated
to electrify homes in the rural areas
across Fiji.”
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NCDs ‘killing people

at younger age’

RONAL DEO

INISTER for Health and Med-
Mical Services Rosy Akbar has

raised concern that younger
people are now suffering from non-com-
municable diseases.

While speaking to students of Suva Mus-
lim College about healthy living, Minister
Akbar said because of NCDs, Fiji was los-
ing a lot of young people in their produc-

tive years of life.

“Some decades ago only elderly citizens
would have diabetes and high blood pres-
sure, but if you check the age of family
members and who’s suffering from what,
you will see the age for people suffering
from NCD has come down,” the minister
said.

She said Fiji and the Pacific had a very
high rate of NCDs.

“] want young people to be champions

of healthy living. We must go back to our
traditional foods because they are very
healthy and rich in nutrients. Please be
mindful of your health and be champions
of healthy eating. Avoid eating junk and
unhealthy foods,” Minister Akbar added.

The minister called on the students to
make a rule at home to have at least one
meal with family members because life-
styles and commitments meant this had
become a problem now.

Prefects
urged to
be humble

RONAL DEO

INISTER for Health
and Medical Ser-
vices Rosy Akbar

has called on prefects of Suva
Muslim College to always be
humble when dealing with
students and making decisions
for the school.

While officiating at the col-
lege’s prefects induction pro-
gramme, Minister Akbar high-
lighted to the young leaders
that the badge was given to

el

Ry

Minister for Health and Medical Services Rosy Akbar badges a form captain at the Suva Muslim College prefects’

induction. Photo: RONAL DEO

them as a symbol and reminder
of who they represented.
“Power has been bestowed
upon you and power can
also be taken away from you
should you fail to perform.
Anybody who has been given
the responsibility to lead, to
make decisions for others has

to do with utmost responsibil-
ity and humility,” she advised
the prefects.

Minister Akbar said the badge
symbolised the school, it signi-
fied the teachers and students
who placed their trust in the
prefects to uphold the rules
and laws.

“You must at all times incul-
cate religious tolerance in your
leadership skills.

To all other students, if the
prefects speak out to you and
say that something is against
the school rules, you are not
doing it right, then take it posi-
tively,” she said.

School head girl Faizaah Ali
said it was a great achievement
and honour for her to be select-
ed for the role.

Ms Ali said the biggest re-
sponsibility for her would be
to manage her time wisely and
to be approachable by the fel-
low colleagues.

Farewell for US envoy

NANISE NEIMILA

INISTER for Fisher-
ies Semi Koroilavesau
has thanked the United

States Government for its co-
operation and assistance towards
the fisheries sector, especially
the tuna industry

Minister Koroilavesau said this
as the ministry accorded tradi-
tional ceremonies of welcome to
the outgoing US Ambassador to
Fiji, Judith Cefkin.

“We appreciate the assistance
that has been given to the min-
istry over the years and this year
we will be looking at improving
the aquaculture programmes and
we intend to utilise the funding
given by the US Government,”
he said.

“We have yet to identify the
various places around the country
that will support the aquaculture
programme for fish and shrimp
farming.”

Minister Koroilavesau added
that the development of aquacul-
ture in the country would help
offset the pressure on our reefs
and coastal areas.

Ambassador Cefkin thanked the
Fijian Government for its co-op-
eration in bilateral trade.

“The United States will continue
to support the Pacific and other
neighbouring countries to main-
tain the wellbeing of the ocean.
We need to sustain our fisheries
industry and ensure that we pro-
tect this reserve.”

Ambassador Cefkin served in
Fiji for the past three years.

Minister for Fisheries Semi Koroilavesau and outgoing US
Ambassador to Fiji Judith Cefkin during traditional farewell
ceremonies for the envoy, who leaves after a three-year
diplomatic posting. Photo: ERONI VALILI

Waste
management
grant contract
signed

PRIYANKA LAL

E Lautoka City
Council’s (LCC)
waste  management

efforts received a timely
boost after the signing of a
grant contract between the
council and the Embassy of
Japan.

The Government of Japan
would provide assistance
worth up to $161,009 to the
LCC through its Grant Assis-
tance for Grassroots Human
Security Projects (GGP) Pro-
gramme for the purchase of a
five-tonne garbage truck.

The grant contract was
signed between LCC chief
executive officer Jone Na-
kauvadra and Ambassador of
Japan Masahiro Omura at the
Ministry of Local Govern-
ment in Suva last week.

Minister for Local Govern-
ment, Housing and Environ-
ment Parveen Kumar, who
was present at the event, said
the assistance by Japan would
help the LCC improve waste
management operations by
providing an efficient, hazard
free and timely waste collec-
tion service to the people of
the Lautoka.

Minister Kumar said the
Government was determined
to address littering around
the country and soon skip
bins would be provided to
villages and settlements.

“We will form a committee
that will be responsible for
the skip bins. Once the bins
are full, they will be given a
common number whereby
the contractor will go and
collect the bins,” Minister
Kumar said.

Mr Nakauvadra said like
other municipalities in Fiji,
LCC had solid waste man-
agement activities recorded
as high, regular and demand-
ing service.

“For the LCC, the people of
Japan have assisted in the up-
grade of the aerobic landfill
site through technical advice,
providing a weighbridge and
an office, donating a digger,
a multipurpose truck and a
shredder,” Mr Nakauvadra
said.

Ambassador Omura said
the project would further
strengthen the friendship be-
tween the people and govern-
ments of Fiji and Japan.

Meanwhile, 358 projects
had been implemented un-
der the GGP Programme to
date amounting to more than
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Province

Cakaudrove
Bua
Macuata

Ba
Kadavu

Naitasiri
Namosi
Ra
Rewa
Serua
Tailevu

Lomaiviti
Lau

Rotuma

TOTAL

Nadroga/Navosa

Fiji’'s Population hy Province

20017- 2011

Source: Fiji Bureau of Statistics

Census
2007

49,344
14,176
72,441

231,760
10,167
58,387
160,760
6,898
29,464
100,995
18,249
55,692

16,253
10,683

2,002

837,271

Census
2017

50,469
15.466
63,983

247,408
10,897
58,931
177,678
7,871
30,432
108,016
20,031
64,552

15,657
9,602

1,594

884,887

Absolute
Change

1,125
1,290
-6,458

15,948
730
544
16,918
973
968
7,021
1,782
8,860

-596
-1,081

-408

43,279

Percentage
Change

9
-8.9%

6.9%
7.1%
0.9%
10.5%
14.1%
7.
9.8%

15.9%

-3.7%
-10.1%

-20.4%
5.7%

Fiji Bureau of
Statistics

most

populous
province

HE 2007 and 2017
population num-
bers by province

shows Ba is the most
populous province, with
its 247,708 residents ac-
counting for 28 per cent
of Fiji’s population.

The second-largest prov-
ince, Naitasiri, recorded
the highest inter-censal
population increase of
16,918 (10.5 per cent)
with 177,678 persons
counted.

Tailevu and Rewa re-
corded significant popu-
lation increases of 8860
(15.9per cent) and 7021
(7.0 per cent) respec-
tively.

The Northern Division

provinces of Bua and
Cakaudrove recorded
population increases of
9.1 per cent and 2.3 per
cent respectively, while
the population of Macu-
ata continued to decrease.

Macuata’s census count
of 65,983 was 6458 (8.9
per cent) lower than a
decade ago, continuing
the trend that was first
observed during the inter-
censal period of 1996 and
2007.

The population of Lau
and Lomaiviti recorded
declines of 10.1 per cent
and 3.7 per cent respec-
tively.

FIJIBUREAU STATISTICS

Population hy Gender
1996-2017

Source: Fiji Bureau of Statistics

13,011

393,931 /4

115,582
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m
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A census breakdown of the number of people living in rural and urban areas in 1996,
2007 and 2017.

Bureau
analyses
census
findings

HE 2017 Population
and Housing Cen-
sus figures where

884,887 persons were enu-
merated has been further
analysed by the Fiji Bureau
of Statistics.

In its analysis, the bureau
carried out a breakdown
to better understand and
interpret the data collated
and compiled after the na-
tional count in September
last year.

A population breakdown
has been done according to
gender and province among
various factors, such as
growth of the population
since the last count in 2007.

According to the bureau,
data indicates that around
99.5 per cent coverage
was done in the 2017 cen-
sus and it was found that
the count was 5.7 per cent
(47,616) higher than the
837,271 persons enumer-
ated in 2007.

- The average annual rate
of population growth over
the decade up to September
2017 was 0.6 per cent.

- The annual rate of popu-
lation growth has been de-
creasing, that is from two
per cent in 1986, 0.8 per
cent in 1996 and 0.6 per
cent in 2017. The decline
is mainly because of lower
birth rates and out migra-
tion.

- The median age of the
population is 27.5 years,
which means that half of
Fiji’s population is below
that age.

- The median age for
males is 27.2 compared
with 27.8 for females.
Males accounted for slight-
ly more than half (50.7 per
cent) of the population with
the sex ratio of 102, that is
102 males for every 100 fe-
males.

- A total of 392,148 per-
sons aged 15 and above
were reported to have a
bank account. The number
equates to a rate of 62.7 per
cent with males at 68.5 per
cent, while females had a
rate of 56.8 per cent

- There is a significant
gender differential in the
labour force participation
rates, that is 76.4 per cent
for males and 37.4 per cent
for females

FIJI BUREAU STATISTICS
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ARMERS of Balevuto and Toge
Fin Ba have been urged to remain

committed to their farms and
farming endeavours despite the occur-
rence of natural disasters.

Assistant Minister for Agriculture
Viam Pillay, while responding to issues
brought up by farmers regarding flood-
ing, stressed the need for farmers to
remain dedicated to their farms becuse
natural disasters were inevitable.

“Natural disasters are a natural occur-

Assistant Minister for Agriculture Viam Pillay, (sitting fifth from left), has urged farmers to remain committed to their endeavours despite the rise in

natural disasters, adding that the ministry was ready to provide assistance.

Plea for farmers’

commitment

rence and we will continue to face the
impacts of flooding in these areas, but
after these have passed we should con-
tinue to farm because farming should
not stop.

“Do not let natural disasters dishearten
you from farming because ministry of-
ficials are always on hand to assist you
to return your farms to its initial state,”
he said.

“The ministry is aware of the impacts
flooding has on your individual farms

because our officials have already vis-
ited flood-affected areas and we will
work accordingly to see how best we
can assist you,” Asst Minister Pillay
added.

He reassured farmers that issues raised
during the informal discussion would
be addressed and he requested that they
continue farming because the ministry
would then provide the necessary as-
sistance.
news@govnet.gov.fj

Farmers
trained

on silage
production

IVESTOCK farm-
ers and agriculture
stakeholders were re-

cently trained on silage pro-
duction as a feed reserve.

The silage production
training, organised by the
Ministry of Agriculture
at its Koronivia Research
Station, was conducted par-
ticularly for key agriculture
stakeholders and small-
holder farmers involved in
livestock farming.

Speaking at the training,
Ministry of Agriculture’s
Director Animal Health
and Production Tomasi
Tunabuna said silage was
forage conserved with other
agricultural by-products and
preserved through anaero-
bic fermentation in airtight
enclosures.

Mr Tunabuna said most
livestock farms in Fiji
were pasture based and the
seasonality of growth of
pastures affected continuity
of available feed to live-
stock.

“Our farmers usually face

difficulty in maintaining
pastures during the dry
season and this silage can
be used as a supplementary
feed for livestock during
these times,” he added.
“The process of making
silage is called ensiling
and during the process of
fermentation, lactic acid is
produced, reducing the pH
of the ensiled forage and

preventing decomposition.’
Training participants
were told that silage was
prepared to build up feed
reserve for use during
periods of feed deficiency,
allowing for routine feed
supplements to increase
productivity of animals and
utilised excess growth of
pasture or fodder for better
management and utilisa-

Livestock farmers and Ministry of Agriculture officials during the training on silage production at the Koronivia
Research Station.

il

tion to store and enable
extended use of potentially-
unstable material.

Farmers have been urged
to prepare silage in their
farms for their livestock
because it is helpful during
natural disasters and times
when farms run short of
feed.

news@govnet.gov.fj

Workshop
looks at
unsustainable
land use

HE need to address
I increasing cases of land
degradation because
of unsustainable land use
practices in the agriculture
and forestry sectors in Fiji
was raised at the Land Care
Preparedness and Long Term
Planning Workshop.

The workshop, which was
opened by the Assistant
Minister for Agriculture
Viam Pillay at the Centre
for Appropriate Technology
and Development (CATD) at
Nadave, Tailevu, was organ-
ised to strengthen partnership
between relevant stakeholders
for the sustainable manage-
ment of land resources in Fiji
at all levels.

“The expansion of commer-
cial cropping and forestry into
marginal lands, cropping on
fragile soils without conser-
vation measures in place,
deforestation through uncon-
trolled logging and burning of
grassland are causes of land
degradation, lower crop and
pasture yields and growing
food insecurity and rural
poverty,” Asst Minister Pillay
said.

“Land degradation is cur-
rently addressed in a sectoral
and ad hoc basis, but should be
tackled in a participatory and
holistic manner to reduce or
minimise its effects.”

He said it was integral at the
community level for resource
owners and users to organise
and be empowered to plan
and manage their resources in
order to provide the necessary
input for interactive resource
management.

“Land care approach is con-
ducive to Fiji’s social struc-
ture where communities could
work together in an integrated
way to minimise land degrada-
tion, but it needs a very strong
and focussed Government
support to strengthen this ap-
proach,” Asst Minister Pillay
said.

The workshop, which was
jointly organised by the Min-
istry of Agriculture and the
i-Taukei Affairs Board, is be-
ing attended by conservation
officers, middle level decision
makers and land administra-
tors.

The workshop was being
held to create awareness and
educate participants on better
land use management tech-
nologies as well as creating
awareness on Government’s
recently adopted Rural Land
Use Policy.
news@govnet.gov.fj
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Zashs & W WA & A TE EE T aw
f@qm,ﬁ?ﬂﬂﬁi’ﬁraﬁ‘aﬁﬁwm@‘ TUe-2gH T FeTl ¥ Ug gmareT ST € fF ofe 37 | SO Jus TErET Y Akd
& faee, o TE B AT O gty sy faitea S, JUMERAT T Ushg o o0 el fed | &,” 3= Fal

T farels, 39 Ui 1 37 gid & TAreET ffeer ¥ Fhrlt & THST & ha,” FwHgAe fifeEr T e

f@mie d7 g& @ (confederacy) T Tl T AIaEd fRar foh gfe@ ¥ 20 20 WRE &7 s S W & Hiad

T fFat & gmearae faar

g T | . AfERTRlt & U R # TEtd F gufaEdr & gfg F Fdtd wT F | fF i e & aee
gﬁﬁaﬁglﬁﬂﬁqﬁ?ﬁ”ﬁ fFaT & AfF e 3 qufEar A7 e T o JoTr My A FT e

s 3 e T T UEHIT ST 3@ TSRO U9 UeAl SR et & faw ogerm | fear s

H U TE AT e § fF g ST gt & & W gfg wWoearT F TS T UF doar J9 (talanoa =i forarr & ordrer fwar
=T F 3T 6T T T QT F e oy session) & ¥ T feram| & T oo B T T
W%mgtr.qafaqra‘:mfr “TT JUTET FT T F T 2 UF Hdr Hew 9N TOC TSt T W = | fF Haey g9 39 J1aTsE
FW O T F A T mnr o # AETTHAT & I BRA § 9T feam TEIAT UeT H AT
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FIAT orer

Te-2ge T faer daeT & fav w5
AT GIIRIeT bl ENGUT okl dlfcs Whrair
# farept &7 guifad e AT e
QUM Tt (systemic issues) hl
Haifera forar s T

IEA gar Eiw F T wE
W F Aot Heaunt FR & Ay
HaTeT 3 AR et % faw
TOeE STUWTT o T

FSAT T T U THMER T &
freAfafEa = =wor

- farer warerr T o & fF e et
T forumir farer sifereerfeadt o gar &
farer aferpTfdt & T g faer
T I g W fF 3 gEe ar
Flrcre Utd R & faT UITst &
fow SoT it e 7@ O 9 farereet
F T€ AT AN Ui g5 o,
U T T Ficare fear AT ST
I UNTAT F JUT AT FT R

I % {0 gEorr ot

(proficiency examinations) % faq
JoT FI STERTEAT Rt i 3
el # 3fud FO T @ S TR | T
farer f92 o8 o SRR & T
off AT ondr 9o gder & foav =& 98
SeNfF  ENWOT UF %t ST &Rl
- o doewr Suge TRA T

forerast st FHT T ATFE FHT & faw
29 T S FIT T S 9T AT &
TN El THA F W o 9l

EAGIIES S
T ST

A W
Hfar

9 HOT Gi AU
@F O k) & & o
e (Te) FHSA,

Ffcege? S SnEETEes

gferer e & TS & 9T Jmaggehdl
UgT W afdie fawm wRN o
gfeemst & a0 3% @M WwAT En T
HaTerT & At e U (verify)
aﬁﬁﬁ?aﬁrﬁaﬁmsﬂ?m

catal AfSTEr W &R
fFT S & T gAfE
fear Som fF ™ &
fEam gt T aferes U
T

FT AETTFRAT & TT Tet| HaTeTT Tehgy

T T FIT F UREAT & & AR
TAMTOT (transfer) 33 ATer Toretent
® 3T e fau s 5 et
FI BA@T & ARG gRT afyaeT
(representations) fsFaT T & fF 3=
AR (transfer) foRar  Smgem,
AfF ST 9l FoF TR 8 g0 &,
39k QA I Bk T AU (verify)
foram @ T & Uz, 3 S1qur
(pending) AT (requests) T ITeT
g gRdl # TAMA (process) femIm
ST

- ot &t s6Hr O¥ feaR e faar
M W & USH HO ® S

TS % dR-0 R WA U7 guAfaesar
&, geg FU T o, fefye,
s@@mmﬁqﬁ?@méﬁ?«h‘aﬁm
—ﬁ@%uﬂwﬁ%%ﬁvm
JE O, AT U’ & TET FT Az
AR, & HEd A gkar 8 &

IISTH FHSAl UT EFATRN
AT BT S AT Afud,
Ty wOT IR TSy
ufafthek wicagsy fafiee
F die B, geow Jed &
drer gaml

TR ® R TR

- fafaer afaw et gfHe & eriaey,
37 =T (Jane Curan) & T FT U
F T, RN Y Teld AE S

Tfeer 30T 7 el b TER
2009 I wieengew & =TT
# fau afsadr & @ & afs

9T Tarefeht o SUfSFTT STRIT 6 oiieh
I WA AT Bl SRAMAT HAT| TT
e fear o § fF e |
T ITET SEIAT A

&, faegT Ue UEdt srenfagerT Har, ﬁi’@g‘—?raﬁammgmﬁﬁw

%ﬁmmmaﬁmﬁaﬂ%mﬁwmwl

.'.{.3' el -
)

FAT orer

g, faegT Ue et

Fefaue  Har, WS
AT GRT BT H ST
% fafuy=T growdr TEel

Tl

HAt T T TRet & St
F U FHiAfaTd Ug=a
FI ufasg § U qua &
AFER FA & U greafed

fomaml

TS FI aer A fer IR Ig W el i TER

SRIdHE BIdl a?-ﬁltrﬁrw xrrmi’r

faer & &g § fafu—T @ &
EnT #7 & & aifF i

Tt T &9 &1

‘__

gfFanT T
TaTeFOT aTer /B A
Hae g @A TS &
AT T A = Feie F

g e o fe TR
g% &9 & A W UgTE et

Fewadt ST (Canterbury
Banks) 239 HI3Td GRT
g R

SACHT HT Greafed 9w
g & 5T T fF
T & Tdl | 3fad Agr &
FiceZs T JIRT FJ
“2009 & = T,
wfeeagaw # 50 kg AT
F FA FHHT $49.95 O
I WHR FicazsT &r
T U $14.09 Fr TAfsTdr
T & T afE fFam see
T, & 9T A FHicazse &
faw 50 kg o¥ faws $31.50
W T ¥, T Afeer o
T Tl

TN gNT e 7 $14.09
Fr AfsOe F T@T FL
$25.59 gfT 50 kg =T F
faw &7 & T g 2016-
2017 s9ie & Ofsast aue
FAHIT FT $9.7 fafermT
I FgT &7 2017-2018 &N
T $15.35 fafea =7 fear
T

T Afga 0T 7 Farl
2016 fa<irr @& #r o &
WER gRT AfsTdr & 82
ufeer = gig #r TE i
“grr fermm $20.00 gfT 50
kg Wfeemgse & faw o &
I wféemgsT #r 50 kg ST
F /A HET $49.95 F
44 gfFaa Ed & WFER
$25.59 W & S 50 kg
Ficegsy Fr 56 Ufaad
FUd &, 38T FeaTl
T Afaa FIOT T Rar
foF TR T wieaER &
A7 IOfsger &7 &1 W ugar
AET 2017 F T U
FTEaX 2017 9% k-2
&Y fear am

AR Al % Jic W
3=q Far fF TR 7
AaEe Afsagr  gEme
(Weedicide Subsidy
programme) ¥& fomar g
9T 2017-2018 fa<ier oy &
I fow $6.3 fafeo aete
O g9 &1
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T |t 7
T

TIAT AT

IOe-EgH T T B T AT TR
T F few TR &

UF TUER TH@T O Odr T AEr
foarsit =7 9O S=di &l TR &
TfsTSr arer a9 fFAQ T &9 3o &
few e g-gfade Jeur H oo
Foat I ATy FIA & fau TueEar
3l

“grdt Tk 63,000 BT T AT far
M THT & G g0 FS AT et T
T & foF T 72 suaer o g g, =
foF 3= guT s % T TReT HT

TG T AT S =4 fear &, farr i...

o TUE-EgH 7 el

3T faew & gEuanT & fauat & o

guer & g fRu & O sat &

faw o FIer I FaEeE (efficient Ao

and accountable) & T |
“gma T uIg foer & foF M st &

$-gTIc FE F IUTNT Fad THaR |

I Qe dF o U o I qrEErT

% a% fear o Fwar g W &

Y= &, FF BIAE FH JUT S-FE
AT AT FHIT FH AETTRAT B A
IR 3= 78t fopar & a1 fhY A7 1
#F fog forey 78 g7 & @ T T
gmwzﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁwa?{m
-

36T Far foF Harermr 23 AT
(roving) ST BT ST M ST HETTAT
T B TEd gl

ST JIeTTE, S AT fuar urg &, S
3T I T /AT T F fF T guT "=
FT TRl | e F

“TOT I FHUHA & AT ot s
Fr ¥ fF ofg ot F U U o
OUATE a9 F1E Tal &, a a7 Hu-ut
famr &1 & I= I9 § THT FIT FH
JFAfT ST SAfoRT T A fUdr qur
BIJ SRUAT e &, T TRet & F&EACr
T TR F g & AUF U FE
& ST =fewl”

FEAT TR T et #r T
Udl & A § r angara faur fom 39
3k FemeaT (allowance) 3BT YITA
fezr s ST et fF 3= 39
& fow Sfore gomer fear s
“‘For & ew fafaer aftw et
(civil service reform) 9T Afte o
Regem=  (merit based recruitment)
TUT 7 I8 & &9 UE TRe AT
e & fF Fg o fwes w0 FaT
& Ut RO IR S haTe o i
Zredt o JdT Rl R foRaT ST - I
foeger wér 7t g1”

‘T T TR R T T T Fm W
forar T &, S e gaeue
qaamﬁg;r (job evaluation exercise)
T UST ST a9 g &dr or 35
FOTET A femr S SR AT ieEe
Rl 39k FH &H RN U7 FUET Ia-1
fezr s v mEEgd AT O o §
fF AU IEed & Or-arr 3
39k FH F AN W I=F ddT &5
IIE-Tgd T A

FEFT TR T T W, ﬁémﬂﬂua@uwﬁrmﬁwmmm
T T YA 3gHe Rl

TIAT AT

ST ST ST v W, A Sve-
EH T E & T frrd A g e
ST g 3gune e

TE T & HEUdl RN & qEd
SRt % T TS % BT UG I &,
THRIHT faerst I T A fradie? g7
FRES F IR fF g w fom &
TG A faeT % SR TR gi @
I afqed & T AT R 3TE B A
FRTHAT et gfcrare effeT ug=i

2018 I FEAT & a1 T, THl & 187
BT SIUAT el & AT die o &
TET & 3gHed & AT e ST
T TR W FHHE QU EF H X & fow
T JE AfRT 3 Qe 5 gArT
HOT &% faT T (standards) SReRAT &
F AEATTRAT &t & S A JHA
HAEAT T Teh |

“g BHR U Uk UEr 3AR & S e
THEFET T AEAT FT TFAT & AR T
F=oaw T (high standards) T ZS0fzeT
Tfefhehe % A SAET T & A7 gai

il i T
FUT: ST TR R TN Hw, JEA HUe-2gH T 8 & e e

T & U SRS THRE FT 3gEE R

T T ST T T e, T Se-Er e & e U

BTa, fediaT 7 1 Afsfhde g F3 &ul

sl HHNIg

T 3gdre fwam
TEH F 96 Uihered &

T FIA g FSHT T

ST T el

“SrT fF o sae g

ORT & 97 UE Uk STeT
T €9 T mEAYUr T

& g T O
AT fET AT 3T @ &+

%.lw
FEAT TS T B F

T gar Farst F SHHEER,
o g 9T 9uT Fa=ar F

mmﬁvw

frmfriﬂmﬁgléw
& Whaed

A

ufa fyeR &7 it gmE
Eall

ot g g v B oueEl
Iufza & fordr T e
T § foh Uk el & o
o g aferes fyerat
F TR T, A

ufq Agar fe@mr & e
AT Far w4 &7
FSHAT A T SHASHT
F a7 F O g #r
Bl T |HET T fF T 90T
ST ® S o kT &Y
3IT T G § SHAS
ez

“gar Jar &9 & Fu H
SHMSHT T & T

e & foF T T R
(career) T TAET Hi
forerr GT & S icCa
CLEE [passionate]) g
ey 3RS (excellence)
F U gu EEr AR
=

TS 8% W # 3
I TENRT 810 BT WA

g0 &l
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Tﬁ?ﬂ?‘l‘ l‘ =F o] T Seer i forer Her, gSar Hue-Syw T ae ¥ M a1 T & Grbaed
g S & g R TUNIE FT 3gHe a1l THA & 96 Yhaed T a1 3T §0 e J el T Jar Jarsi
F TAACR, faA9 AT 9uT FI=0t & ula fiiee 8 &1 W #

&1 ThoT R U, 3gHIEH

FEFAT TR A e WY, FEU AUS-TgH T & § ager fora

FAT &% TR T U.3gHIe fhaT| I8 UA:3g8ed THer St
fdtes & @l TR * REfafaea grme =1 fewr &1 =/ &
QAT T T @ $400,000
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gﬁ W ﬁ' m W AT T AT farew e, AT -2y T g & AT Tohgy T

& U ARIAA T T=e¥ (Vocational Training Centre) 5T Igaed ﬁh‘uTl
H°|’>"$J %‘Oh(“l el dd@lldﬂ

= t A‘
~; = Lol

PN

=|Tﬁ'aT QTZFER'T TR FHT U dd\tlld'-l

ST T AT forer wr, FET TE-TH T gl & 7 frua A gremdr
TR T U 3gHIeA Rl Ty St e & g Thet @i @i T afdueT
&7 T o7 377 3Tk B I T ST gfaere afd uger 2712018 =67 e
F dg T, THT & 187 BT AU FH F a0 e A
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ToF AT J &

W & W dpmE UiEr O Oe R & T T Ao mmer feefar S gl
s i B & TgT AT E MW ST T IgT ST FS W AT & N AT T ST 0 S 7 9SG HelorRT gt @it & |iT S
i & SUIET T B AT & W 8l U & & R ST AW & A&t Y Tehd &l T3 & o & R = g
m'a“q @ig\%ﬁ%ﬁz TR mAaTaTTORTEY, FROT AR TEE e IU O 9RO A =R # U @ fer
o ST o T A T AT TAIRT T FE & 6 U6 3T aoe R & TR T AU 97 OE e
AT %iﬁmurq;ﬁr ‘s’m?ﬁqﬁrﬁ’ragﬁ?\?ﬁ @Eﬂﬁﬁmmm WSl J2r T& Al § AT maﬁuﬁﬁawﬁm
‘éﬁ‘l)é?"lqﬁl T 7 ST T GIEE & foF o | OF 4 & & et & 9@ e S SN ST I T G SO el
Ao n\
hHL opl

-

%—Uaﬂ-{ﬁ%awruﬁmrna JST IR I B Al ST J
TG IETI=E FEramT (Special Outpatient Department [SOPD]) &7

HIET AT

gy 9 Bfesrer Afaas w4, I
FFe GIT & | ATay J&0arel o
W A3SUT-¢ TRt (Special
Outpatient Department [SOPD]) =T
3Iggne feram )
fafv=T qemerrT a1 A€ gaend wisr
& @I F AT T & THEUT T
Thd & FifF 3T WA AT
TV Tt 3t grafes fofar &
Tg gffafaa 3 snusr fyderd &

Igare fepar

foF o gO TWRT Y S@ITT FI
T Gfemstt ST fAE0T A FT T
TE T & fF oo o ey #
IRy TURETE 38,7 |l Jeheld 7 el
24 faURT gRT UeT st S arelr
et § gnfeer
- FEHE I SUUF SEHTT
(Diabetic comprehensive care)
- OAfgs =T (Mental health)
- 3=d &9 (Hypertension)
- 3T foRfAss (Asthma Clinic)
- fafsseer (Medical Clinic)

- ooy Tafsrear fafsF (Surgical
Clinic)

- THIT T T T3S Tfdfaferdr v
FIA AT (Coordinate outreach
activities by actively following

defaulters)

- T3SH ST TR 9T oREer (Patient
education and counselling) Ty

e § $2 fafao amra
AT O ST TEIT & ofd a9
& T IR T4 g & fF 3T W
T Fat=R 2018 d5F THT &l

Ao HIW
AT dTeT

WY H{deT gRT Rl
I 9T T & &
T U AR ST
T T HAT FHT THIAT
FAG|

FIT FT AT e, FHIAT
IgT JEI & FifR ad
SH T SNl Hlbcddllidch

& kT 2

WIS & Heg ST AE
HE&T kU0 I §‘|

8113—75;1' & AR
afgemsit & =7 (3%
[breast]), Tam (Tfd=rer
[cervix]), TTTaRT Fe=
[uterus]), AT (et
[ovary]) T Hemarr
(TFHT [rectum]) FIT
g &

SEfF "t & greee
(prostate), &= (liver),
HAT (FFH [rectum])
I BT (AT [lung])
%ﬁ‘m T % g FROT

|

TR T W TS &

) 5 5
ey el 67 Uk R
ST SR fAHTOT ST

gEAtfa o J
Ege fSTreur
(radiotherapy) gfaem
& foar I fagan &
AT HI bl T
B U AT ST w3t
qAT ATFN & Tt 7 o
Ferar et

Q‘rﬁrz:?r ufiaml 9 e & e anfss S

e ", A kel T FHaT
T foF T-depmes St ufeEmt
IR ¥ &7 & fow onfes aer a
T & iR &7 AT oo &t
FZ AN 7 fagel s & fow
U U &, T8 feor & /iy
o onferer &1

T (Open Heart Surgery) &t

e o, {98 foear aee =ie

38T Fer % fuoe o daerm faai $265,560.00 @< garl AT OT AT TeSF gEeT H e
T 106 AIST T faeg g Sfaer Hdr T T fo 33 onfYek aer gul

FIT T Agg T a°r 395 F @67 T TAT FH HI & [0 TFN, Hdr 7 el fF guA ufiar & fag
F gnfer 2 feht & 9§ B0E  TR-TeRT HTA, enfifesh @ 7T 89 &R JaT & 999 3 &,
ot 9T 38 SfEw arer feer =r ATt T AT 0T 77 1 HIAT Tk <5 T8 Juler & JFdmar
TS (surgery) #F T IR =fewl g ot I=3 & fF 87 ge I=ur
ol fagg &= (surgeon) T Hdr IS T T UFT e fF e A ST SO S o
fomfera (46) OISt T diuT g¢ U AT 587 WY e 0 fa F=st fa=eat &l
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éﬂa F @It & foT ZafEeR e G -

=e] foram “HIAGT AT HT TAlFSFHRIT Greice T I AR & 17 ufEm
. SET/ASAET & TSAEAN U Y, gAY FeT =] AT A T T T A e fagaaa
ST H AT T SWIT  gr3=gery, F=g gaT I F T S5 I @IET TN FIT FT OF IOEE BT T A awes s
mﬁfa""mw. T TS FY AT A 3T oY HimEfaat Fr 35 TIHT o7 Fifok T “I URAAT TR GRT
AT, Ager & ORI % fI7 TR & I & faT oo W RN 9 I Y AW, T AR 29 R F %E BT T '
TR F el THET  grmae feam) IET FAF WET T T FT ARG 3OT W B BT SarRfhR e g
& O 9 fer F F ‘T T & FfE WER T URESHT FT BT BRI ST OUERT # 99 1 FT HT R ¥ A g 29
fersrer =1 aeeTs & ot T e R T URW AF T AR 3T Uit W favamri AR T e e W 3 T
feF onir &rer 2%, o H AT FTE, AT AR 9T T ST & T 3 T gEeR faer 93t § fawen # sveer
ég,aﬁq:r,ag:gaﬁ? T F on o faw e o 37T 98 Ted foet &7 o S T Ferl FIT & o $42.6 fafaoT
fomeer feirey o, sy Juiees THT g, St gaa 2| TACFSRR YT UISTare ST SToWT fopam Iam &, Hdr
TN F/ARAENT T = o4t FT T Far FA T $94313 AT FAT T FAm

TAlFSFHRIT Greice hl

T FT fa=m

FAT IUHT 77T & foF TTFr
FT TG 2T & A e
A3 2T =few o Fr?
gfades gore, 19,
CTRITAT

TTFN T Toryd
TOEEAT § R
e T &

U A o

T 3 & W& UY 3 gfaemet

24
i, BUPaqﬁ(,\fedgag,ngA &'3 Sstey ! Dm?unte
v| e’h Nces j

N ma}
ity (“"'?'en:e king (°l|tent

Climggy o, Cha :ﬂu [ —

‘ "y k‘“"lﬁn
|

FEH T T FerEg F fou fyier o, 9=o Jue-2gy T g & Ay & it 4th Asia Broadcasting Union
Media Summit on Climate Change and Disaster Risk Management T 38T Tl

ST UfiadT O =T
l;ré’rzrﬁr@mzrﬁqu

FEAT TR AT Ty uiEa-
(chmate change) & f?ff(f e

TE ST MU T faust (disaster)
%ﬁrnmamaﬁmmugw

gl

“2018 ufafteer Hifear oA’
e fefded o & g9 R

FIEhILE T TaTadl Y Ugd ol <ial
FA F U guT ea #wr Rfga
;ﬁ gU ISt o7 fadrer meer o gar
|”

Ul SSehIEST T 3 Hardfee
(General Secretary), Sl HETHr
(Javad Mottaghi) T ®ISioT THR
T HU23 I YT § Ik
fHekT % gfd 39T ufdagar & foaw
TAEAT HT|

fafv= Tl e 9 TR

TR WIS F U gerra T
TR, el T (WIS hl JIM)
IR fapT # &g & SoErg afEaT
foror g T gandt SifaerT Rl gt
FIO & S AW UT g S

T T g7 ‘AT ey (disaster) HT A
mﬁ-@ﬁ-%a HE, qEU TUE-TEH ¥ B & w7 SR TG & feu g man
IFIT T T, Ty B AT oA UREST AR & T & R aw O e ¥
mﬁggi @gmmﬁf@ﬂ%ﬁ%m T ufgrr ufEfee B wT §, aerr
. T (4th  3=eT T |
gi%ﬁ ?’_ m Asia Broadcasting Union Media ‘ISl & e Hdl 9T U023 &
| o0 = Summit on Climate Change and 3TY & FU & FET SZIAFIEE
Disaster Risk Management) ST (Carbon Dioxide) % IwHIT T FH
fa gz, 38, femam FIT F AU =T & TYRT Iog aEr
T AT feadia 3 FRiaeT & TRTT 2 geATE 7 T W 2| A Sow
g A uger & 4 8 50 GfTWRT (participants) WAC i feafq ST sfefi-qwm 9w g2
foom & onft e | g T IT Bg F XO OT TR W HT YET A S0 @l AT TET
a5 Tt fat G FEA AT T GO A, AT T A ST T g U qHeI
O T ST # E U T o fTHImT T 97 T el foF T8 T Aregwl @ sFHEEr I 9T # fE T
FE U T ¥ R A gEEenA | O JoEy UfEad # 97 T U 33 wRE & SUST #Y 9
TEIT 2 g W @] & S Tl FT FRiEnE & 6T W & HegEEh

et
AHT T Fr

Zealand Recognised
Seasonal Employer (RSE)
Scheme), o d&d M FT

F dleT aeT e arehy,

Heen Y O}?] YT ASATAS T TFR
vj 12 1 T
ST CeRT3=a1al oI aTcerer ShIr
e % g e o
} - TS =T Tl
:zr Silels gRT ATAAT gTtd T T e & N

A T 6 (New

=g Hicie & Seie, g o
T & T & fag dar war
o, fuser et & o & wisir
JUT i

T FUAT o AT AT HEH
sﬁ“ﬁwﬂasﬂ'{w#}e‘:’rsﬁ

g g% =W (RSE work

scheme) o d@&d 3T
FUHH H WA o AT

o il @ =7 g
FT H oyd &9 & fou
TN I e-gde, fear

Fifer T & gHT & 3T
UE FETN GIGT oI 2T

O FOAT 0T, T $18,000
O B aww O fageRr
AT 3T U gEdie Mer
Tie & o forar| 3 ey
I T IO glaies sgaaeT
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