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BRIDGING
Fiji’s future

Prime Minister Voreqe Bainimarama opened the Stinson Parade and Fletcher Road bridges in Suva, saying the developments
would help ease the traffic congestion experienced in and around the capital city, Suva.
The bridges were built with a $30million grant provided by the government of the People’s Republic of China.
Both bridges were opened on the same day after traditional iTaukei ceremonies.
PM Bainimarama thanked China for being a steadfast development partner for Fiji.
FULL DETAILS ON PAGES 4-5. Photo: ERONI VALILI

Strong Growth

EIGHT YEARS OF ECONOMIC PROGRESS, FIJIANS BENEFIT

PRASHILA DEVI

IJIANS are getting the ben-
Fefit of eight years of consecutive

economic growth in the form of
better road networks to travel in and
electricity in the most rural and remote
parts of the country.

In recent weeks Prime Minister Voreqe
Bainimarama opened a number of ru-
ral electrification projects in areas like
Nasautoka, Naveicovatu, Nagia, Na-
vuca, Sauva and Vunarewa with many

of these projects costing in the millions.

However, as the Head of Government
highlighted, while some of these pro-
jects might be small, its impact on the
lives of ordinary Fijians outweighed the
value of getting the infrastructure on the
ground because it opened a whole new
world for these villages and settlements.

“Eight straight years of growth for
the Fijian economy have meant eight
straight years of rapid and unrelenting
progress for our nation, eight straight
years of unprecedented infrastructure

development and eight straight years of
better opportunities for all of our people,
especially young Fijians,” Prime Minis-
ter Bainimarama said.

The Government has earmarked many
major capital projects for 2018 and
these include:

- $70million to upgrade and expand
roads and roundabouts in the Suva-Nau-
sori—Lami corridor where nearly a third
of the Fijian population lives;

- $31m this financial year towards re-
placing 16 critical bridges all over Fiji,

with another 30 planned to be replaced
over the next five years;

- $42.6m allocated for rural electrifica-
tion projects;

- $9.5m to construct footpaths to allow
Fijians to walk safely about their com-
munities; and

- $4.5m to construct streetlights in
Wainibokasi, Vuci, Nadera, Nadawa,
Nasinu, Dobuilevu, Kalokalo and Cre-
sent Road

MORE STORIES ON THIS: INSIDE




NATIONAL MATTERS

email: news@govnet.gov. j;

\J @FijiRepublic;
°Fijian Government;
visit us @ www.fiji.gov.fj
Pphone: 3301806

Fur EYEs CHINA TRADE 16

FUTURE BRIGHTER WITH

WaLEsI TV 14-15

SPECIAL SUGARCANE PAYMENT
FOR GROWERS 10

MoBILE APP PROMOTES
LANGUAGE 8

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

4]

Voreqe Bainimarama.
Eight straight years of
growth for the Fijian
economy has meant eight
straight years of rapid and
unrelenting progress for
our nation, eight straight
years of unprecedented
infrastructure development
and eight straight years of
better opportunities for all
of our people, especially
young Fijians.

Prime Minister
Vorege Bainimarama

NuMBERS

884,887

is Fiji's total
population
compared with

837,271 -

the 2007 Census.

TWEET OF THE WEEK

UN Climate Change @UNFCCC

Just over a week ago, the @UN
Climate Conference #COP23
wrapped up in Germany,

having produced many new
climate action initiatives,
commitments &

partnerships:
http://bit.ly/BonnCOP23

CoNTACT

Publisher: Sharvada Sharma

Sub Editor: Prashila Devi

Manager Vernacular: Viliame Tikotani

North office: Level 3 Macuata House, Labasa
West office: Level 1 Ratu Nauliano House, Koroivalu

New rules for

taxi permits

PRIYANKA LAL

HE Government will continue to

I work towards lifting and standard-
ising the Land Transport Authority
(LTA) customer service facilities and deliv-

ery across the country.

Minister for Employment, Productivity and
Industrial Relations Jone Usamate, in his ca-
pacity as acting Minister for Infrastructure
and Transport, said the LTA had undergone
several changes to ensure transparency and

accountability.

While speaking at the opening of the LTA
new Suva Express Office located at the Fiji
National Provident Fund (FNPF) Plaza last
Friday, Minister Usamate said part of the
changes was the amendment in the Land
Transport (Public Service Vehicles) Regula-

tions.

The Land Transport (Public Service Vehi-
cles) Regulations amendment outlined the
process of acquiring new taxi permits.

“In the interest of more transparency, LTA
will call for the applications of the new taxi

permits, and these which will be reviewed

plained.

by five individuals forming an independent
selection committee,” Minister Usamate ex-

“Once the successful applicants are select-

ed by the independent committee only then

holders.”

their applications will be put in the barrels
for draw to establish the new taxi permit

The authority has already announced the
transport zones and would soon call for the

new taxi permit applications.

Meanwhile, highlighting some of the
achievements of the organisation in the past
year, LTA board chairman Vijay Maharaj
said staff had undergone various training to
ensure improved customer service delivery.

Some of the training administered include

the first hybrid training for technical officers

that was held last November, the Motor Ve-
hicle Levy Collection processes training for
80 customer services officers and the Japan
Vehicle Export Inspection Centre training
whereby 10,719 vehicles were inspected.

Students with the school curric

PRIYANKA LAL

HE Attorney-General
Tand Minister for Edu-

cation, Aiyaz Sayed-
Khaiyum, has highlighted
the need for Fiji’s young
population to be empowered
in all spheres of national de-
velopment.

The A-G said this at the
handing over of curriculum
materials on election for
Year 10 students in Suva this
week.

The “School Curriculum:
Introduction to Elections: A
Learning Module for Year
10 Social Science Students”
materials were developed as
part of the Fijian Elections
Office (FEO) voter educa-
tion programme.

ulum: Introduction to Elections: A Learning Module for Year 10 Social

:

Science students. Photo: PRIYANKA LAL

Students to learn about elections

They need to be made aware
of the democratic processes
that lead to them being gov-
erned by different political
parties. This is a great source
of empowerment for them,”
the A-G said.

The curriculum materials
include a textbook, a teach-
er’s manual, a mock election
kit of a different design and a
full- time dedicated website
for the voter education pro-
gramme.

The two-week course book
developed by the FEO con-
sists of five lessons, which
culminates with a mock elec-
tion.

The FEO printed 20,000
copies of Student’s Work-
book and 2000 copies of the

The office will provide each
school a ballot box, ballot
papers and a voting screen.

The Fiji Electoral Com-
mission chairperson, Suresh
Chandra, said the curriculum
would provide training to
16 year olds about the Fiji’s
electoral process.

“In two years, these 16
year olds will join the over
620,000 already registered
Fijians as voters. This cur-
riculum is aimed at giving
a hands-on experience to
students who have not yet
reached the age of 18 to ac-
tually learn how to cast a
vote,” Mr Chandra said.

Supervisor of Elections
Mohammed Saneem said
short trainings would be con-

Teachers
‘appointed
on merit’

PRIYANKA LAL

TTORNEY-GEN-
ERAL and Minister
or Education Aiyaz

Sayed-Khaiyum has clarified
that the recent “English Pro-
ficiency Test” undertaken by
teaching applicants was not
administered on a pass or fail
basis.

The A-G, while speaking at
a press conference in Suva
last week, said the Ministry of
Education would make all ap-
pointments, transfers and pro-
motions in a transparent fash-
ion and on the basis of merit.

As part of the Government’s
commitment to the open-
merit recruitment guidelines,
an English Proficiency Ex-
amination was administered
by the Ministry of Education,
with guidance from the Civil
Service Reform Management
Unit, as part of the first-ever
comprehensive assessment of
merit for teaching applicants.

The A-G said the main pur-
pose of the assessment was
to provide benchmark data to
help measure the effectiveness
of professional development
programmes that will be car-
ried out throughout the year.

The assessment covered four
relevant categories: qualifica-
tions, experience, knowledge
of contemporary teaching and
learning strategies and English
proficiency.

“The results from the assess-
ment will better enable the
Government to ensure all ap-
pointments are made on the
basis of merit. The results pro-
vide a clear picture of where
we need to target investment
in the professional develop-
ment of our teaching staff,” the
A-G said.

He assured all teachers that
the Government remained
committed to their profes-
sional development and would
invest in programmes to sup-
port them in educating young
Fijians.

“The assessment was carried
out to ensure that all teaching
applicants met baseline profi-
ciency requirements prior to
being appointed to teaching
positions. Only teaching appli-
cants who have met the profi-
ciency requirements have been
appointed to teaching posi-
tions in Term 1,” the A-G said.

A second round of assessment
was administered for those

: Suva: / « . . . . .
Contacts e cansa6s The recent census fig- Teacher’s Manual, which ducted for Social Science | who were unable to sit for the
- North: 8811276/ 9905971 ures reveal that half of our will be distributed to 16,105 teachers across the country first round or who previously
Fax: 3305139/3304663 . . . . .
n::,s@govnet_gov_ﬁ population is below the age students in 178 secondary to ensure there was consist- applied and were unsuccessful
@FiiRepublic of 27.5 years, which means  schools throughout Fiji from ency in the delivery of the at being appointed to a teach-
Fijian Government th d b d T 0 hi icul . L.
visit s at wwwiij govs ey need to be empowered. Term One this year. curriculum content. ing position.
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S70m to upgrade roads

NANISE NEIMILA

OVERNMENT has set aside
G$70milli0n to upgrade and ex-

pand roads and roundabouts
in the Suva-Nausori-Lami corridor,
home to a third of Fiji’s population.

Prime Minister Bainimarama, while
opening the Stinson and Vatuwaqa
bridges last week, said the Govern-
ment was improving the lives of all
Fijians with a commitment of building
a foundation of road infrastructure for
all.

He reassured all Fijians that the Gov-
ernment’s role was to ensure that infra-
structure and amenities were built for
the future.

“We’ve set aside $9.5m to con-
struct footpaths to allow Fijians to
walk safely about their communities.
Another $4.5m construct streetlights
in Wainibokasi, Vuci, Nadera, Nad-
awa, Nasinu, Dobuilevu, Kalokalo
and Crescent Road,” Prime Minister
Bainimarama said.

“Our work isn’t only being carried
out here in the capital. We’ve budg-
eted $3m this financial year towards
replacing 16 critical bridges all over
Fiji, with another 30 planned to be
replaced over the next five years.

Prime Minister Bainimarama adds
that all this development was part of
Government’s strategy to make Fiji a
stronger, more prosperous and more

unified nation by connecting Fijians
to one another, opening up areas of
the country to the rest of Fiji and the
world, and giving them access to
infrastructure that can be depended on
for generations.

Fiji Roads Authority chief execu-
tive officer Jonathan Moore said FRA
would support the Fijian Govern-
ment’s efforts to improve the network
of roads around the country.

“Today’s opening of the two ma-
jor bridges in the capital shows the
commitment of all stakeholders and
Fijians need to understand that despite
the duration of work all infrastructure
needs to be up to par,” Mr Moore
said.

Prime Minister Voreqe Bainimarama and Attorney-General and Minister for Economy, Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum with young entrepreneurs during the
Young Entrepreneurship Scheme or “YES” at Grand Pacific Hotel in Suva. Photo: ERONI VALILI

YES gives leg-up to young entrepreneurs

PRIYANKA LAL

RIME Minister Voreqe Baini-
Pmarama has called on Fijian

youths to become job creators
rather than just job seekers to provide
their fellow citizens with new and ex-
citing opportunities.

Prime Minister Bainimarama, speak-
ing at the launch of the Young En-
trepreneurship Scheme or “YES” in
Suva, said the initiative targeted the
development of young business entre-
preneurs with innovative ideas intend-
ed to promote and harness the talents
of young Fijians.

“We want our young people to think
outside the box, and make Fiji a hub
of innovation for the Pacific and the
world. We want them to be leaders
in business, civil society and govern-
ment, putting their ideas at the fore-
front of Fiji’s development, with their
entrepreneurial spirit carrying our na-
tion into the future,” he said

“That is what the YES initiative is all
about. At the heart of this programme
is a profound belief in the unique per-
spective brought by young Fijians and
in their understanding of what our
marketplace needs, both now and in
the years ahead.”

As part of the launch, Prime Minis-
ter Bainimarama presented certificates
to five youths who had already begun
the programme of mentorship through
the YES initiative, which will continue
over the next month.

The five winning entrepreneurs, Si-

Prime Minister Voreqe Bainimarama talks to young entrepreneurs. Photo: ERONI VALILI

wan Narayan of Lautoka, Sandhiya
Gounder of Nadi, Rovial Kumar from
Votualevu, Atunaisa Rainima from
Tailevu and Vincent Padiachy of La-
basa would later be eligible to receive
a grant funding of up to $20,000 to
pursue their business ideas.

Siwan Narayan, 23, aspires to launch
a business to construct small family
homes to expand access to affordable
housing options for Fijians.

University lecturer 30-year-old San-
dhiya Gounder looks forward to be-
ginning a hydroponic farm in Fiji, an
innovative method of growing plants
instead of soil using mineral nutrient
solutions.

Similarly, Geospatial Science student

Rovial Kumar aspires to start an agri-
business by applying organic farming
techniques to grow seeds and leverage
technology to promote more intelli-
gent farm planning.

Cautata, Tailevu youth Atunaisa
Rainima wants to start a lawn and land-
scaping services business that converts
garden refuse into cooking gas while
Vincent Padiachy of Labasa dreams of
venturing into bee farming to produce
honey milk flavoured ice cream.

These five innovative entrepreneurs
were selected by the YES judging pan-
el after demonstrating they not only
had great business ideas, but a game
plan to turn those ideas into profitable
businesses.

Bureau releases
2017 census
results

HE Fiji Bureau of Statis-

I tics has completed the 2017

Census and has published

detailed and updated statistics on

Fiji’s population and population

distribution by age, sex and geo-
graphical location.

Key highlights from the avail-
able statistics are as follows:

*Fiji’s total population stands at
884,887 compared with 837,271
in the 2007 census. This is an in-
crease of 47,616 or 5.7 per cent.
The average annual population
growth is 0.6 per cent, because of
low birth rates and out migration.

*The median age of population is
27.5 years. This means that half of
our population is below the age of
27.5 years.

*Sixty-nine (69) per cent of Fiji’s
population is below the age of 40.

*Men make up 50.7 per cent of
the population, while women
make up 49.3 per cent. While the
proportion of males was higher
below the age of 59 years, the fe-
male population was higher in the
age groups above 60, indicating
greater female longevity.

*Fifty-five point nine (55.9) per
cent of Fiji’s population reside
in urban areas, an increase from
50.7 per cent in 2007. The urban
population stood at 494,252, an
increase of 69,406 (16.3 per cent)
from 2007. This is attributed to
extension of town boundaries and
movement of people from rural to
urban areas.

*Forty-four point one (44.1) per
cent of Fiji’s population reside
in rural areas, down from 49.3
per cent in 2007. Rural popula-
tion stood at 390,635, a decline of
21,790 (5.3 per cent) from 2007.

*The unemployment rate was
down to 4.5 per cent, the low-
est recorded in 20 years. This is
lower than the 5.5 per cent unem-
ployment rate estimated from the
2015-2016 Employment and Un-
employment Survey.

*The Labour Force Participation
Rate (labour force/ population
aged over 15 years) is 57.1 per
cent.

*62.7 per cent of the population
aged 15 years and older reported
to having bank accounts. This
represents a total of 392,148 indi-
viduals.

*13.7 per cent of population aged
three and above reported at least
one functioning challenge (dis-
ability). The international bench-
mark is 15 per cent.

Full information on the available
statistics can be found at www.
statsfiji.gov.fj.

Other information from the cen-
sus is still being compiled and will
be released progressively over the
coming months.
news@govnet.gov.fj
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The opening ceremony of the China-aided Project for
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Local construction workers join their Chinese counterparts at the opening of the Vatuwaqa bridge last
week. Photo: ERONI VALILI
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The newly-opened bridge at Stinson Parade in Suva. Photo: ERONI VALILI

NANISE NEIMILA

HE opening of the new

I bridges at Stinson Pa-

rade and Fletcher Road,

Suva, will now ease traffic con-
gestion for daily commuters.

While opening the two bridges
in Suva last week, Prime Min-
ister Voreqe Bainimarama said
Fiji was rapidly becoming a
more modern and prosperous
society.

“Eight straight years of growth
for the Fijian economy have
meant eight straight years of
rapid and unrelenting progress
for our nation, eight straight
years of unprecedented infra-
structure development and eight
straight years of better opportu-
nities for all of our people, espe-

cially young Fijians,” PM Baini-
marama said.

“I know that spending time
stuck in traffic can feel like the
furthest thing from progress. It
keeps us away from our families
and it keeps from being produc-
tive. That is why, as Fijians are
earning more, spending more
and travelling more often, we
have undertaken such an ambi-
tious slate of roading infrastruc-
ture development.”

Prime Minister Bainimarama
highlighted to Fijians present
that the Government was choos-
ing to put the money and time in
right now, to build infrastructure
that can withstand severe weath-
er and other climate-related im

CONTINUES ON PAGE 5
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pacts that can meet the needs of our growing economy
and that will support everything our nation will achieve
in the years to come.

“In Vatuwagqa, the old Fletcher Bridge was in no condi-
tion to support what Suva and Nausori needed. The struc-
ture was rapidly deteriorating when it should not have
and it could not carry the stress of heavy vehicular loads.

“The same could be said of the old Stinson Bridge here
in the harbour.

“They were both on the verge of collapsing, even though
they were originally designed to have stood strong for far
longer.”

The Prime Minister thanked the Government of the
People’s Republic of China for being a steadfast develop-
ment partner for Fiji since 2007.

China’s counsellor to Fiji, Gu Yu, commended the part-
nership between the Fijian Government and Chinese
Government.

The two projects were successfully completed through a
$30million grant from the Chinese Government.

2 !\ "

Prime Minister Vorege Bainimarama cuts the ribbon offically opening the new Stinson bridge as Roads
Authority chief executiuve officer Jonathan Moore and members of the public look on. Photo: ERONI VALILI
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Visa free entry to Argentina

IJI and Argentina have signed the
F “Agreement on Waiver of Transi-

tory Visas for Holders of Ordi-
nary Passport” in September last year.

This as the two nations marked more
than 40 years of diplomatic relations.

After the signing, both countries com-
pleted all domestic processes and pro-
cedures and the agreement came into
effect in January 2018.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs permanent
secretary loane Naivalurua said “the
visa free entry of Fijians into Argentina
and vice versa will encourage increase
in opportunities for trade, investment,
sports particularly rugby and tourism,”

“The visa free entry into Argentina
will encourage Fijian businesses to ex-
plore possibilities for expanding busi-
ness and trade to South America. This
will encourage visits by sporting teams
and tourism activities between both
countries thus, solidifying cultural and
people-to-people relationships.

“The visa free entry into Argentina
is another milestone achievement for
the Fijian Government and further
strengthens Fiji-Argentina bilateral re-
lationship and enhances Fiji’s foreign
policy to reach out to all the corners of
the world and consolidate on Fiji’s po-
sition as the hub of the Pacific.”

Mr Naivalurua thanked the Argen-
tine Government for its support and
co-operation in opening its borders to
Fijians.

Argentine Ambassador to Fiji Hugo
Javier Gobbi said, “It is the first bilat-
eral agreement and shows the recent
development in our bilateral relations.
The agreement creates stronger bonds
of friendship between the two countries
and provides further opportunities for
tourism, trade and investments”.

Fijians wishing to travel to Buenos
Aires, Argentina, could easily connect
from Auckland, New Zealand.
news@govnet.gov.fj

for d

PRIYANKA LAL

FFER letters and contracts for
Oteachers will now be released

to divisional education offices
around the country.

Attorney-General and Minister for
Education Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum,
speaking during a press conference in
Suva last week, said the age old prac-
tice of graduate teachers lining up at
the Marela House to confirm their ap-
pointments would not happen going
forward.

The A-G said for the first time, teach-
ing staff can pick-up letters and con-
tracts at the divisional offices that
covered the address listed as their nom-
inated home address.

9

Attorney-General and Minister for Education Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum during the handing over of voter education materials in Suva last week.

“Applicants need no longer travel to
Suva to pick up these items.

“That was the old way that took up
undue time and resources, and that sys-
tem had no place in the 21st century,”
he said.

“Teachers don’t have to spend money
coming to Suva to get their letters, wait
until 10pm, stay at somebody’s house
and incur all those costs.

“This is an archaic way of doing
things and the head office did not think
outside the box. This will no longer
take place.”

The A-G will work with the IT team at
the Education Ministry to see how best
the IT system could be used to “make
tests and assessments of teachers and
various communications available to

Teacher contracts
ivisional offices

We need to streamline
the recruitment
process via an

online application
process and enhance
communications

by providing online
communication
options for teaching
staff

Attorney-General and Minister for
Education Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum

teachers online. We want to ensure
that our teachers get on speed with the
available technology,” he added.

The ministry will take on a number of
other reforms throughout the academic
year to improve the efficiency and ef-
fectiveness of administrative process-
es.

“We need to streamline the recruit-
ment process via an online application
process and enhance communications
by providing online communication
options for teaching staff,” the A-G
said.

“The ministry will establish a more
transparent and accountable transfer
policy by the end of the year that is
more fair and accessible for teaching
staff.”

Express office
enhances LTA
services

PRIYANKA LAL

HE new Suva Ex-
press Office of the
Land Transport Au-

thority’s (LTA) will provide
more efficient, customer-
friendly and easily acces-
sible services to the author-
ity’s customers.

This was highlighted by the
Minister for Employment,
Productivity, Industrial Rela-
tions, Jone Usamate, in his
capacity as acting Minister
for Infrastructure and Trans-
port, during the opening of
the new office in Suva situat-
ed in the Fiji National Provi-
dent Fund (FNPF) Plaza last
week.

Minister Usamate said the
new office was opened at a
time when there was an in-
crease in demand for LTA
services as the public con-
tinued to invest in the trans-
port sector, for which they
required fast, efficient and
easy access to LTA services.

“Suva-based customers
will now not have to travel
far, instead they can access
express LTA services at the
new Suva Express Office,”
Minister Usamate said.

“On an average, the LTA
Valelevu office serves more
than 300 customers per day
so LTA services in the heart
of the city make things easier
for the public.”

The Suva LTA Express Of-
fice will be operational from
Monday to Friday from 8am
to 4.30pm and from 9am to
Ipm on Saturdays.

Payment of vehicle inspec-
tion fees, vehicle registration
fees, drivers’ licence renew-
al, payment of tax infringe-
ment notices, search records,
booking for the Defensive
Driving Course as well as the
payment of the motor vehicle
levy under the new Accident
Compensation Commission
Fiji (ACCF) are some of the
services available at this of-
fice.

“The LTA will collect the
levies in line with its existing
vehicle registration process.
This MVA Levy is cheaper
than the previous Compul-
sory Third Party fees,” Min-
ister Usamate said.

LTA has 20 offices nation-
wide and to make its services
more accessible and visible
to the members of the pub-
lic, plans are in the pipeline
to establish more offices, ac-
cording to demand in various
areas.

Lautoka is expected to have
an LTA Express Office soon.

6
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NATIONAL MATTERS

PRASHILA DEVI

RIME Minister and Conference of
PParties 23 president Frank Baini-

marama reiterated his call to coun-
tries to away from “dirty economies” and
“dirty investments”.

Speaking at the One Planet Summit in
Paris, France, last month which marked
the second anniversary of the Paris Agree-
ment, the Head of Government said it was
well known that the global financial mar-
kets responded to opportunity.

“And it is our job to seize this moment
to accelerate the profound shift that is al-
ready taking place in global investment,
away from the dirty economies towards
the new, better, smarter, cleaner econo-
mies of the future,” Prime Minister Baini-
marama said.

He commended the Grand Coalition that
was formed in Bonn, Germany, during
COP23 where the national governments
were joined by local and regional govern-
ments, civil society and the private sector.

Building on this, Prime Minister Baini-
marama highlighted four key points on
what should be the course towards accel-
erating action on climate change.

He said there was a need to have better
access to the public finance that was being
mobilised through the formal mechanisms
of the United Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change (UNFCCC),
including the Green Climate Fund which
needs to flow faster through a less bureau-
cratic and more streamlined system.

Gall for action,
clean economies

Prime Minister and Conference of Parties 23 president Frank Bainimarama speaks at the opening of

There was a need to bring together pri-
vate and public climate finance because
there were trillions of dollars sitting with
private investment institutions, pension
funds, investment banks and insurance
looking for opportunities to earn return on
these funds, he said.

“We must unlock that finance for our
common cause. While there has been en-
couraging progress to date, the private
finance that has supported climate solu-
tions has been largely at the project level,
and not broader institutional investment,”
Prime Minister Bainimarama said.

He said the trend whereby private and
public finance were moving away from
fossil fuels towards climate smart invest-
ment opportunities needed to evolve.

the One Planet Summit Paris last month.

However, Prime Minister Bainimarama
said that as the global financial commu-
nity moved away from dirty investments,
there should be scalable and clean alterna-
tives into which money could flow.

He urged governments and private sec-
tor must work together with a sense of
urgency and caution to unlock trillions of
dollars of private sector capital that can be
mobilised to solve the challenge.

“We need to ensure that all nations and
especially developing countries have in
place the necessary laws, governance and
investment policies to encourage private
investment to flow in a way that finances
NDC (nationally determined contribu-
tions) implementation and adaptation,”
Prime Minister Bainimarama said.

Push for
climate
smart
agriculture

ARMERS have been
Furged to be mindful of

the impacts of climate
change and to practice climate
smart agriculture to address
them.

While meeting and holding in-
formal discussions with respec-
tive crop and livestock farmers
of Tailevu during his Central
Division tour last week, Min-
ister for Agriculture, Rural and
Maritime Development and
National Disaster Management
Inia Seruiratu stressed this.

Minister for Agriculture, Rural and Maritime Development and National Disaster Management Inia Seruiratu with
farmers during the Central Division tour in Tailevu last week.

Minister Seruiratu emphasised
the importance of applying the
best agricultural practices to
mitigate the effects of climate
change.

“Weather patterns are chang-
ing and as farmers you need
to adjust with it. I am talking

about climate smart agricul-
ture because unfortunately the
weather is beyond our control
and Tropical Cyclone Winston
in 2016 was a sign of the im-
pacts of climate change and we
need to adapt with it,” he said.

Minister Seruiratu acknowl-

edged the integral role of farm-
ers in providing nutrition in
feeding the country, but reiter-
ated the significance of taking
action now to safeguard farm-
ers’ interests to cope with the
changing weather patterns.

Farmers who remain in the

sector were also acknowledged.

“We need farmers, unfortu-
nately in Fiji today, not a lot of
people are interested in farming
and that is one of the challenges
now,” he said.

news@govnet.gov.fj

Focus on
marine

products’
longevity

N its bid to meet in-
Iternational obliga-

tions and to provide
longevity, the Ministry
of Fisheries has placed
a ban on harvesting,
purchase, sales and ex-
port of live coral and
aquarium rock.

Ministry  permanent
secretary Sanaila Naga-
li announced the ban,
which meets the re-
quirements of interna-
tional obligations, last
month.

As per the ban, com-
panies are to adhere to
the following:

- All harvesting, pur-
chasing and sales of
live rocks and live coral
are now banned and no
export permits will be
processed by the min-
istry;

- The CITES (Con-
vention on Internation-
al Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora) Scientific
Committee (SC) to
submit to the Manage-
ment Authority (MA)
on January 8, 2018, that
live coral and livestock
was given a zero quota
for 2018; and

- The Ministry of Fish-
eries and the Fiji CITES
MA and SC, will sup-
port the development
of other sustainable op-
tions, particularly the
development of farmed
or cultured coral.

A similar prohibition
had been placed on the
harvesting, purchase,
sale and export of sea
cucumber in Septem-
ber by the Minister of
Fisheries, Semi Koroil-
avesau.

As of September 8§,
2017, the ministry ad-
vised sea cucumber
stakeholders that export
will only be granted for
stocks that were being
held with processing
facilities, but that the
approved  companies
had until November 2,
2017, to clear remain-

ing stock.
“All stocks left after
November 2 (2017)

will be sealed by the
Ministry of Fisheries
and will not be export-
ed.”

prashila.devi@govnet.gov.fj
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Power projects helps
6000 households

PRASHILA DEVI

ORE than 6000 households
will receive electricity this
year through the Govern-

ment’s Rural Electrification programme
that has been allocated a funding of
$42.6million.

Prime Minister Voreqe Bainimarama
said the Government allocated this sum
to carry out the massive rural electrifica-
tion, which will involve grid extension.

Speaking at the launch of the electri-
fication of Nasautoka in Tailevu that lit
up the homes of families by connecting
five villages and three settlements to the
national grid last month, the Head of
Government said 289 families have ben-
efitted from the project that has cost just

over $1.7m. “Now that you’ve received
access to electric power, this community
has not only been made safer at all hours
of the day, you now have access to an en-
tire world of new possibilities,” he said.

Prime Minister Bainimarama highlight-
ed how the Nasautoka community can
stay active long after the sunset, allow-
ing children to study into the night and
have more family time without relying
on “inefficient diesel generators or lan-
tern lamps to keep the lights on.”

“And this is only one part of our larger
Korovou to Rakiraki Grid Extension un-
der development by my Government,”
he said.

Nasautoka was one of the many rural
electrification projects Prime Minister
Bainimarama launched over the span of

one month, which as he explained was
the duty of the Government of the day as
mandated by the Fijian Constitution.

However, he pointed out that Govern-
ment’s responsibility does not end with
only making the services available, but
making those services accessible and af-
fordable.

“My Government has a network of
support in place to assist Fijian families
earning less than $30,000 a year and us-
ing 100 kilowatt hours or less electricity
a month. Such households are entitled to
a 50 per cent subsidy on their electricity
bills.”

He urged those who qualified for this
subsidy programme, to apply at any Fiji
Electricity Authority offices around the
country.

Mobile App
promotes
language

PRASHILA DEVI

HE iVolavosa Vakav-

I iti App launched by
Prime Minister and
Minister for iTaukei Affairs
Voreqe Bainimarama will be
a useful tool for the young
iTaukei speakers and non
speakers wanting to learn the

Prime Minister Vorege Bainimarama, while officiating at the launch of the Volavosa Vakaviti Application dictionary

language.

Prime Minister Bainima-
rama, while officiating at the
launch of the Volavosa Vakav-
iti Application dictionary in
Suva, encouraged ‘“everyone
to continue learning, preserv-
ing, and spreading the iTaukei
language”.

He said the Government re-
mains committed to strength-
ening Fiji as a multiracial
society as it strived to pay
homage to the cultures and
backgrounds that make Fiji a

in Suva, encouraged “everyone to continue learning, preserving, and spreading the iTaukei language”.

truly inclusive and welcome
society where everyone could
all call themselves Fijians.

“It is what makes our nation
great. In that vein of inclusiv-
ity it is important to note that
the iVolavosa App will not
only benefit iTaukei language
speakers,” Prime Minister
Bainimarama said.

“It will allow fellow Fijians
that speak other languages to
better understand the com-
plexities of the iTaukei lan-

guage, thereby fostering re-
lationships among all Fijians
and encouraging social inclu-
sivity.”

He reminisced over how dur-
ing the 23rd session of Con-
ference of Parties (COP23)
which Fiji presided over, the
greeting ‘Bula’ was written
on walls and uttered by many
world leaders during the Ta-
lanoa style of discussions.

Prime Minister Bainimarama
said the App was a testament

of the Government’s com-
mitment to technological ad-
vancement and to bridging the
“digital divide” by providing
all Fijians with the necessary
tools to succeed in a dynamic
21st century economy.

The 1Volavosa App (applica-
tion) can be downloaded from
Google Play Store for Sam-
sung phones and will be avail-
able for Apple iPhones in the
near future.

The print version of the dic-

PM: Make
Fiji safe,
productive

ISAAC LAL

RIME Minister
Voreqe Bainimara-
ma is urging all Fiji-

ans to work towards mak-
ing Fiji a safer place to live
and an inclusive society for
all.

He made the comments
while officiating at the Ram
Leela show at Tuva, Nadro-
ga, recently where he urged
Fijians who were present to
put in extra effort in making
Fiji the best place to live in.

“We must continue our
work to make Fiji a better,
safer and more inclusive na-
tion. We must continue the
sound financial management
and planning that has carried
our economy to such success
and we must continue open-
ing doors of opportunity for
our young people, through
free education, subsidised
bus fares for school children,
and record funding towards
scholarship ~ programmes,”
he said.

“We must continue our
work to create a more
knowledge-based  society,
one that rewards on the basis
of merit, and merit alone and
we must continue to hold our
great belief in what this na-
tion can accomplish, as we
strive to make every year an
even better year to be a Fi-
jian.”

Speaking at the role play
of the life of the Hindu God
Rama, the Fijian Head of
Government says that Fiji
was blessed to have a variety
of cultures, something which
was unique.

“We are lucky to call home
a nation so rich in different
cultures and religions and [
am especially grateful that in
Fijian society we so openly
share in the traditions and
celebrations of our fellow
Fijians, as we do so today in
welcoming the Ram Leela
Festival,” he said.

“While it has not always
been an easy journey, to-
day, that diversity is our na-
tion’s greatest strength and
our unity has emerged as
the foundation for the great
progress we’ve made for Fiji
over the past decade.”

He added that the story of
Lord Ram was a story of
teamwork, unity and cama-
raderie.

These values, he says, have
built the Fiji we know and
love today, values that bond
us together in our great jour-
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NATIONAL MATTERS

India
gives
$2m

grant

RIME Minis-
ter and Sugar
Voreqe Baini-

marama received

a grant of nearly
$2.2million from
the Government of
India as a show of
confidence in Fiji’s
sugarcane industry
reforms.

The grant has been
earmarked for the
purchase of new cane
farming machines
and equipment.

The Indian High
Commissioner to
Fiji, Vishvas Sapkal,
presented Prime Min-
ister with a cheque
at the Office of the
Prime Minister in
Suva.

Prime Minister
Bainimarama, in
thanking the In-
dian Government
for the grant, said
it was reflective of
the strong relations
shared between the
two countries, and of
India’s confidence in
the Fijian Govern-
ment’s reforms and
the overall direction
of Fiji’s sugarcane
industry.

“All the machines
that Fiji purchases
through this grant
will help our cane
farmers become more
efficient, and in ef-
fect, better adapt to
a changing economy
and climate,” Prime
Minister Bainima-
rama said.

“This grant is
about more than just
machinery and more
than just dollars and
cents. It is a sign that
the reform pro-
gramme that we are
carrying out within
the Fijian sugarcane
industry is attract-
ing support from the
international com-
munity, and that it is
worth investing in.
The future is bright
for Fiji’s sugarcane
industry, and this
grant is proof.

news@govnet.gov.fj

$1.32m grant to

improve drainage

PRIYANKA LAL

GRANT by the Government
Aof $1.32million to 11 municipal

councils will ensure drainage
maintenance works are carried out within
town boundaries.

This follows the signing of Memorandum
of Agreements (MOA) between the Minis-
try of Waterways and 11 municipal coun-
cils in Suva last week.

While speaking at the signing, Minister
for Waterways Dr Mahendra Reddy said
the Government was committed to ad-
dressing drainage issues within towns and
cities.

“These grant funds are shared among 11
town and city councils for maintenance
of drainage activities as per submissions
from municipal councils and clearance by
the Ministry of Local Government,” Min-

Grant disbursement to the
municipal councils:

Nasinu Town Council -$476,000
Nausori Town Council -$80,847
Sigatoka Town Council -$32,201
Nadi Town Council -$352,000
Lautoka City Council -$40,000
Ba Town Council - $32,300
Tavua Town Council -$12,290
Rakiraki Town Council -$212,000
Labasa Town Council -$48,400
Savusavu Town Council-  $21,954.11
Levuka Town Council - $15,000
ister Reddy said.

He reminded the special administrators
and chief executive officers that “the grant
will be paid in quarterly instalments sub-
ject to timely submission of quarterly ac-

quittal reports from respective municipal
councils”.

“The municipal councils must utilise the
grant as efficiently and effectively as pos-
sible and must take action to improve its
efficiency and effectiveness as required by
the Government,” he added.

Nasinu Town Council chief executive of-
ficer Lute Berends said while they would
carry out work on 24 drainage projects,
priority would be given to Nadawa and
Nadera areas.

“We have already tendered the works,
and now we are in the process of selecting
the contractors. When we have the right
mix of contractors, we will start the works.
Low-lying areas of Nadawa and Nadera
will be a major focus. We have projects in
all seven wards,” Mr Berends said.

The council was expected to begin works
in February.
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Minister for Local Government, Housing, Environment, Infrastructure and Transport Parveen Kumar during the handing over of new ambulances to NFA at the

Suva Fire Station at Walu Bay, Suva.

Ambulances boost fire services

PRIYANKA LAL

HE Fijian Government
I remains committed to
fully funding the op-
erational expenses for the Na-
tional Fire Authority’s (NFA)
ambulance services with the
provision of $1.6million.
Minister for Local Govern-
ment, Housing, Environment,
Infrastructure and Transport
Parveen Kumar highlighted
this at the recent handing over

of three new Government-
funded ambulances to the NFA
at the Suva Fire Station at
Walu Bay.

The three new ambulances
will boost NFA’s capacity to
effectively respond to fire and
emergency incidents.

The ambulances, purchased
from Vision Motors, were
manufactured in China at a
total cost of $269,400.

Equipped with the basic es-
sential ambulance apparatus,

two of the new ambulances
would be stationed at the
Korolevu and Korovou fire
stations while one would be
operating from the Suva Fire
Station to cater for emergen-
cies and road accidents.
Minister Kumar said the addi-
tional vehicles would increase
the number of ambulances
operated by the NFA to nine.
“Over the past three years,
statistics have revealed that the
NFA attended to 9611 ambu-

lance calls which averages

at 3200 calls per year or 266
calls per month and it is pleas-
ing to see the recognition and
response of the people towards
NFA’s emergency ambulance
service provision,” Minister
Kumar said.

There are six ambulances in
NFA’s fleet located in Nausori,
Suva, Valelevu, Sigatoka, Ba
and Labasa.
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Special
payment

ISAAC LAL

UGARCANE farmers in the

cane belt areas of the country

received a special cane payment
of $3.05 per tonne this week to bring
the final cane payment for 2016 to $82
per tonne.

The final cane payment for the 2016
season (including this top-up) will thus
increase to $82 per tonne compared with
$76.66 per tonne in the 2015 season.

Fiji Sugar Corporation chief executive
officer Graham Clark said the special
2016 cane top-up payment was further
support for cane farmers flowing from
the ongoing commitment assured by
Prime Minister Voreqe Bainimarama.

“The payment is in line with the an-
nouncement in October last year, of a
final special cane payment to growers
for the 2016 crop, to be paid out before
the school term in January 2018,” he
said.

“There will be no deductions from this
special cane payment and all payments
will be disbursed directly to growers,
either by cheque or directly into their
bank accounts.”

forg

ugarcane
rowers

£

Sugarcane farmers in the cane belt areas of the country have received a special cane payment

of $3.05 per tonne last week to bring the final cane payment for 2016 to $82 per tonne.

Mr Clark added that growers, who had
existing crop liens with the Sugar Cane
Growers’ Fund, would be paid (free of
deductions) via the grower’s fund, who
will make the deposits directly into the
growers’ bank accounts.

“Support for cane farmers remains
significant under all programmes initi-
ated by Prime Minister Bainimarama
through the Ministry of Sugar Indus-
try,” Mr Clark said.

“It is particularly pleasing to note the

Photo: ISAAC LAL

ongoing positive results becoming evi-
dent from the material increase in the
area planted supported by the cane
planting grant system, as well as the
meaningful lift in fertiliser and weedi-
cide application facilitated by these
two additional support programs.”

He said repairs to cane access roads
funded by the Ministry of Sugar In-
dustry would be ongoing to ease cane
deliveries from farmers in the 2018
season.

g
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PM highlights Govt service standards

ISAAC LAL

Public
discusses
draft policy

TAKEHOLDERS and

members of the public

recently had the opportu-
nity to raise issues and sug-
gestions on the Draft National
Employment Policy at consul-
tations in Nadi and Sigatoka.

Led by the Minister for
Employment, Productivity
and Industrial Relations Jone
Usamate, the draft policy will
identify and implement ways
on employment in Fiji in line
with our National Development
Plan Development Goal 8,
which was “inclusive and sus-
tainable economy and decent
work for all”.

The interactive sessions with
hoteliers, construction compa-
nies, youths and the vanua who
were present allowed the minis-
try and the attendees to further
gain knowledge on the policy
which would form the nucleus
for the Fijian workforce.

“This stakeholder awareness
and consultation is critical in or-
der to discuss issues, gaps, op-
portunities on the Policy before
its endorsement and implemen-
tation,” Minister Usamate said.

“This policy allows the un-
employed to choose freely
their employment preferences,
whether to join the formal em-
ployment service or self-em-
ployment service, foreign em-
ployment service or to become
a volunteer including becoming
a professional sportsperson.”

The policy was formulated as
a result of robust analysis and
consultations around the coun-
try and aims to enhance the
dynamics of the labour market.

news@govnet.gov.fj

Prime Minister Voreqe Bainimarama during

the commissioning of Vunarewa commu-
nity’s rural electrification project in Nadi.
Photo: ISAAC LAL

UR work isn’t only

about making ser-

vices available, it’s
about making those services
accessible and affordable,
says Prime Minister Voreqe
Bainimarama.

He was addressing a gather-
ing at a rural Nadi community
recently.

The Fijian Head of Govern-
ment said this was a critical
aspect of his Government’s
reforms and vision for the Fi-

jian people.

“Our work isn’t only about
making services available, it’s
about making those services
accessible and affordable,” he
reiterated.

“The Government has a net-
work of support in place to
support Fijians in every aspect
whether its education, rural
development, infrastructure,
social welfare among others.”

These networks, he said, al-
lowed the country’s rural and
maritime areas to become the

fabric for the country’s eco-
nomic growth and shared re-
sources and wealth.

“It has meant building a solid
foundation of essential ser-
vices, so that Fijians in these
communities can go beyond
worrying about finding water,
keeping the lights on at night
or staying connected with
the rest of our nation,” Prime
Minister Bainimarama said.

The Prime Minister was in
Vunarewa to commission the
community’s rural electrifi-

cation project for 19 homes,
connecting them to the na-
tional grid.

“You’ve seen first-hand how
beneficial electric power can
be in raising standards of liv-
ing. Now, that ease and reli-
ability have made their way
directly to your community
and every member of your
families can keep the lights
on without having to rely on
inefficient diesel generators or
lantern lamps and your entire
community can stay active

long after the sun has set, your
children can study into the
night and you can spend more
time with your families and
loved ones,” Prime Minister
Bainimarama added.

The project was undertaken
as part of a massive pro-
gramme of rural electrifica-
tion the Government has been
funding throughout the coun-
try with a $42.6million budg-
etary allocation to electrify
homes in rural areas across
Fiji.
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Launch for |
get ready
campaign

HE Ministry of Rural
Tand Maritime Devel-

opment and National
Disaster Management, in col-
laboration with the Ministry
of Health, recently launched
its “Get Ready, Disasters
Happen” campaign.

The campaign was part of ef-
forts to remind Fijians to be
more vigilant in their emer-
gency preparedness measures,
especially during our festive
season.

Officiating at the launch,
Minister for Health Rosy Ak-
bar said, “The Get Ready Dis-
asters Happen or Get Ready
Campaign is a multi-media
campaign that had been ini-

tially developed and rolled out
in 2013.

“It is extremely timely to
have the Get Ready Disas-
ters Happen campaign that
targets disaster preparedness
leading to an overall reduc-
tion in disaster-related casual-
ties, illnesses and incidents of
violence and abuse,” Minister
Akbar said.

Ministry of Rural and Mari-
time Development, NDMO
permanent secretary Meleti
Bainimarama said, “I am ex-
cited because it is one of the
largest and most comprehen-
sive media campaign pack-
ages that has been put together
in Fiji to encourage all Fijians

&%
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Minister for Health and Medical Services Rosy Akbar, second from left, Ministry of Rural and Maritime Development,
NDMO permanent secretary Meleti Bainimarama, right, with UNICEF and the Secretariat of the Pacific Community
representatives during the launch of the Get Ready, Disasters Happen campaign.

to prepare better and safely re-
cover from disasters”.

Based on the three key dis-
aster phases of Prepare, Stay
Safe and Recover, Mr Baini-
marama said the mass media
package was not produced
overnight and was made suc-
cessful through technical and
communication support from
UNICEF and the Secretariat
of the Pacific Community.

UNICEF Representative
Sheldon Yett said, “Emergen-
cy preparedness is critical and
we fully support the Govern-
ment of Fiji in its efforts to en-
sure that all levels of society

— in every community, house-
hold and indeed — for every
child in Fiji, are ready for any
disaster”.

Mr Yett added that, “The
Get Ready. Disasters Happen
campaign was not just about
creating awareness, but about
strengthening community re-
silience and working together
to stay safe in the event of any
disaster”.

“SPC is proud to partner
NDMO, UNICEF and the
Ministry of Health in devel-
oping and launching the Get
Ready Disasters Happen cam-
paign,” SPC’s Geoscience,

Energy and Maritime Divi-
sion, Pacific Community di-
rector Andrew Jones said.

“The Pacific is a region of
severe and inevitable mete-
orological and geological haz-
ards and so all Fijians need to
take action towards preparing
themselves for disasters. Prep-
aration can be the difference in
surviving a disaster.”

Mass media products of the
Get Ready Disasters Happen
campaign has been rolled out
on television, radio, social me-
dia, and print media.

news@govnet.gov.fj

MICRO AND SMALL BUSINESS GRANT 2017-2018

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR NEW APPLICANTS

The Fijian Government is continuing its most successful initiative, the Micro and Small Business Grant Scheme. Micro and small businesses that
are eligible for the grant will receive up to $1000 to expand their existing business or to initiate new business activities.

Therefore, the Ministry of Industry, Trade and Tourism is calling on new applicants for the Micro and Small Business Grant Scheme, for the 2017-
2018 financial year.

The Grant is to encourage small-scale economic activities and will be targeted at individuals who have particular skill sets, including but not lim-
ited to, handicrafts, poultry business, small-scale fruit, vegetable sellers, bee-keeping and livestock farming or any other innovative field.

The Grant will allow micro and small enterprises to boost their income capacity and improve the standards and quality of their products and
services. It will also provide a solid platform to secure further funding from financial institutions and encourage equal business opportunities and
growth.

The Ministry of Industry, Trade and Tourism, in partnership with the Fiji Development Bank, will provide the application form and the criteria from
Monday, 4 December 2017, at the following locations:

. Ministry of Industry, Trade & Tourism, Level 3, Civic Towers, Victoria Parade, Suva.

. Fiji Development Bank, 360 Victoria Parade, Suva.

. FDB Branches: Ba, Labasa, Lautoka, Nadi, Nausori, Rakiraki, Savusavu, Seagaqga, Sigatoka, Nabouwalu and Taveuni.

. Department of Co-operatives Business: Lami training centre, Sigatoka, Lautoka, Labasa and Savusavu.

. NCSMED Offices: 82 Robertson Rd Suva, Vaileka House Rakiraki and Ground Floor Macuata House — NDP Office.

. Office of the Provincial Administrator and District Office: Ba, Bua, Cakaudrove, Kadavu, Lau, Lomaiviti, Macuata, Nadroga, Naitasiri, Namosi,
Ra, Rewa, Serua, Tailevu.

7. Application forms can also be downloaded from the website www.mitt.gov.fj

OO WN -

Completed application forms with all the requirements can be lodged at your nearest FDB Branch or at the Ministry’s Headquarters at Level 3,
Civic Tower, Victoria Parade, Suva or mailed directly to the Ministry or FDB Head Office to:

The Chief Executive Officer
Fiji Development Bank

The Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Industry, Trade and Tourism

P. O. Box 2118 P. O. Box 104
Government Buildings Suva
Suva

Applications can also be submitted online via www.yes.gov.fj
Applications close on Friday, January 26, 2017. Past recipients of this grant need not apply, as the Ministry will only consider new applicants.
Late applications will also not be considered.

Hon. Faiyaz S. Koya
Minister for Industry, Trade, Tourism, Lands and Mineral Resources

Sunday, January 14, 2018
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Eutelsat seals TV deal

ALESI, the Government’s
Digital Television infrastruc-
ture management company,

signed a multi-year, multi-transponder
agreement with French company Eutel-
sat Communications later last year.

This will for the first time expand free-
to-air television throughout all of Fiji.

The agreement covers C-band capacity
on the EUTELSAT 172B satellite to com-
plement terrestrial coverage of the Walesi
digital television platform.

Eutelsat’s new, all-clectric satellite,
now in full commercial service, will al-
low Walesi to provide digital free-to-air
television via a Direct-to-Home (DTH)
platform that will serve even the most re-
mote deep rural and maritime areas of Fiji
beyond range of terrestrial networks.

The DTH platform will initially provide
access to six digital free-to-air channels—
with capacity for the channel offering to
further expand—that will be accessible
via Set-Top Box.

“This universal satellite coverage will
be transformational for Fiji in three ways:
it will provide better access to informa-
tion to all Fijians, especially those in re-
mote deep rural and maritime communi-
ties; it will further Fiji’s standing as an
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ABOUT EUTELSAT COMMUNICATIONS

Founded in 1977, Eutelsat Communications is one of the

world’s leading satellite operators. With a global fleet of sat-
ellites and associated ground infrastructure, Eutelsat enables clients across
Video, Data, Government, Fixed and Mobile Broadband markets to communi-
cate effectively to their customers, irrespective of their location.
Over 6,600 television channels operated by leading media groups are broad-
cast by Eutelsat to one billion viewers equipped for DTH reception or connected
to terrestrial networks. Headquartered in Paris, with offices and teleports around
the globe, Eutelsat assembles 1000 men and women from 32 countries who are
dedicated to delivering the highest quality of service. Eutelsat Communications
is listed on the Euronext Paris Stock Exchange.

international telecommunications hub for
the entire Pacific region; and it will forti-
fy the climate resilience of our infrastruc-
ture,” Attorney-General and Minister for
Communications Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum
said.

“This is just the beginning; going for-
ward, our partnership with Eutelsat will
allow the Government to fulfil our vision
of providing video, data, and voice access
to every community in Fiji.”

Michel Azibert, Chief Commercial and

Development Officer of Eutelsat added:
“This agreement reflects not only the
value of our new EUTELSAT 172B satel-
lite in complex geographies such as Fiji,
but also the immediate impact of satellite
broadcasting for nationwide coverage of
digital TV. We are delighted to be work-
ing with Walesi to promote access to free-
to-air television for all and to be part of
the effort to bridge the digital divide.”

news@govnet.gov.fj

Director Communications and Walesi acting chief executive officer Shivnesh Prasad explains to Nakorokula villagers the various aspects of Walesi TV.

Photo: ISAAC LAL

Digital
switch
starts

NANISE NEIMILA

HI’S switch from
F analogue TV services

to digital began last
month after the Attorney-
General and Minister for
Communication, Aiyaz
Sayed-Khaiyum formally

launched Walesi Digital Tel-

evision Director Communica-

tions and Walesi acting chief
executive officer Shivnesh
Prasad said digital television

services would be provided in

two forms, through terres-

trial and satellite, to the most
remote parts of Fiji.

“This universal satellite
coverage will be transforma-
tional for Fiji in three ways:
it will provide better access
to information to all Fijians,
especially those in remote
deep rural and maritime
communities; it will further
enhance Fiji’s standing as
an international telecommu-
nications hub for the entire
Pacific region; and it will
fortify the climate resilience
of our infrastructure,” Mr
Prasad said.

“Fijians will now be able
access multiple channels and
will be able to watch chan-
nels of their choice, namely
FBC, Fiji TV, Parliament and
Hope TV.”

Mr Prasad adds that Fijians

will have a wide choice in
content, meaning that there
will be eight free-to-air chan-
nels all around Fiji once they
purchase a set top boxes at
any registered outlet.

“We have registered outlets
like Courts, Vinod Patel,
Telecom Fiji Limited and
Tappoo and the retail price
for the set top box should not
be more than $99.95.”

However, as part of Gov-
ernment assistance Fijians
who qualify for the electric-
ity subsidy, with less than
$30,000 household income,
are eligible to a free set-top
box.

There were many other
factors, Mr Prasad said, that
makes switching to Walesi
digital television more viable
especially in terms of ser-

vices and energy efficiency.

“Another way we are being
energy efficient is by con-
solidating infrastructure on
site. Walesi will host services
from different broadcasters
so they can turn off their tow-
ers,” he explained.

Currently, all the three
television stations operat-
ing in the country have their
own towers and once they all
switch to Walesi, Mr Prasad
said this would mean instead
of three generators, there will
be only one used hence help-
ing Fiji meet its commitment
to sustainability.

Initially there will be 17 new
transmitter sites across Fiji to
ensure wider coverage.

Mr Prasad said some of the
other benefits of going digital
include the efficient use of

WHAT IS WALESI?

Walesi is Fiji’s digital tel-
evision service. Walesi
provides a platform that
delivers high-quality digital
content from Fiji’'s broad-
casters directly to your
home. Your new Walesi
Set Top Box will bring you
all your favourite channels,
as well as new Walesi ex-
clusive channels.

There are a couple of
important things about
Walesi you need to know:
1. To get started watching
Walesi, you will need to
buy an official Walesi Set
Top Box (STB). If it’s not
an official Walesi STB, you
will not be able to tune into
our great line up of chan-
nels.

2. Walesi is broadcast
over the UHF (ultra high
frequency) spectrum. That
means you need a televi-
sion antenna that can pick
up UHF frequencies.

The vast majority of indoor
antennas will not work,
evenifthey read “made for
Digital TV.” When in doubt,
always look for the “Walesi
Approved” sticker and ask
your installer to present
their “Walesi Approved
Installer” card.

WHY WALESI?
Watching your favourite
programmes in sharp,
clear digital quality is an
unbeatable television ex-
perience.

Not only will your shows
come to life with crys-
tal clear visuals and rich
sounds, Walesi gives
viewers more choices,
with double the number of
free to air channels and no
fees or contracts.

With Walesi, free to air tel-
evision really means free.
All you need is an afford-
able Walesi Set Top

Box from an authorised
Walesi retailer. Courts,
Telecom Fiji Limited (TFL),
Tappoos or Vinod Patel.

BENEFITS OF WALESI
With Walesi, premier qual-
ity and a wider range of
free to air channel selec-
tion are only the begin-
ning.

The Walesi Set Top Box
opens up a whole new
world of digital video, al-
lowing viewers to record
live television so they can
play back their favourite
programmes whenever
they want.
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NATIONAL MATTERS

ISAAC LAL

OR many years Fijians living in
Frural and maritime areas were

denied a chance to connect to
the outside world.

However, the recently-launched
Walesi Digital Television platform has
now provided that much-needed impe-
tus for Fijians in these areas to be on
the same page as their countrymen in
urban and peri-urban areas.

“What your government has done is
we have empowered you and you chil-
dren through the access of information
channels accessible to Fijians, whether
they live in Nadroga or Rotuma, or
Kadavu or Lomaiviti or Lau — they
will gain participation and knowledge
through this platform,” the Attorney-
General and Minister for Communica-
tions Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum said.

Walesi provides digital TV services
through a set-top box which allows Fi-
jians in all communities to access eight
(free-to-air) television channels with
crystal clear sound and picture quality.

“My children last saw television in
Lautoka five years ago and now we
are able to provide them that small leg-
up to further their knowledge through
the television,” Nakorokula, Nadroga
farmer Rakesh Kumar said.

“We never had television in this part
of the mainland and it was extremely
hard for our children because they
were missing out on a lot of education-
al programmes.”

The Kumar family moved to a farm-
ing community just on the outskirts of
Nakorokula Village after leasing some
land in 2012.

“I used to live in Lautoka and every-
thing was normal. However, 1 loved
toiling the land and thus the reason we
moved here. I realised that no channels
were accessible here. However, after
the setting up of my Walesi set-top
box, [ am now able to provide my chil-

R o
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Director Communication and Walesi acting chief executive officer Shivnesh Prasad (right) says
Walesi satellites would be used to provide digjtal TV services to the most remote parts of Fiji.

dren the same services that children in
Nadi, Suva, Nausori or any other areas
in Fiji have access to.”

The A-G, while launching Walesi at
Koroivolu Park in Nadi, said the plat-
form would ensure every Fijian had
access to information and stayed in-
formed about national news.

The free-to-air channels include FBC,
FBC 2, FBC Plus, Fiji TV, Channel 2,
Mai TV, Hope Channel and the Parlia-
ment channel.

“This universal satellite coverage
will be transformational for Fiji in
three ways: it will provide better ac-
cess to information to all Fijians, es-
pecially those in remote deep rural and
maritime communities; it will further
Fiji’s standing as an international tel-
ecommunications hub for the entire
Pacific region; and it will fortify the
climate resilience of our infrastruc-
ture,” the A-G said.

“This is just the beginning; going
forward, our partnership with Eutelsat
will allow the Government to fulfil our
vision of providing video, data, and
voice access to every community in
Fiji.”

“One of these new eight-channel tel-
evision stations will specifically be

for educational purposes so that every
child around Fiji can watch the very
same programme at the same time
and learn all the things that are being
taught, together,” the A-G said.

He said additional help from the edu-
cational programmes would immense-
ly help students.

“This means greater accessibility for
schools in the remote areas. We want
to launch educational programmes be-
cause as we said before there is a de-
terioration of the English language in
Fiji,” the A-G said.

“So we want a student who may be in
aremote school in Yasawa or up in Lau
or up in the interior of Bukuya to be
able to access these educational facili-
ties and programmes just as a student
attending school in Nadi.

“The idea is to provide what we call
an equalising effect in our society and
that is very important to all ordinary
Fijian.

“Access to information is very impor-
tant and indeed very powerful. Every-
body in Fiji needs to be able to access
news, needs to be able to access infor-
mation and of course, needs to access
entertainment too.

“With this number of channels that

Future brighter with Walesi

- ~

um with children of Nakorokula after the launching of Walesi Digital TV. Photo: ISAAC LAL

will now be made available and in
particular the Public Service Broad-
cast arrangement we have with FBC,
we will be able to run educational pro-
grammes.

“We have people living in deep, ru-
ral Viti Levu, down in South of Lau,
up in Cikobia, in Rotuma, in northern
Yasawa’s who had to subscribe to get
television before. This is now going to
be a thing of the past with this new free
to air television.”

Another Fijian who was also the
beneficiary of the launch was Joseva
Korovula of Nakorokula Village in
Nadroga, who says their prayers have
surely been finally answered.

“We have always felt like the forgot-
ten children of Fiji, but the launch of
Walesi TV in our village has changed
everything,” Mr Korovula said.

“We have always travelled more than
six kilometres to watch rugby matches
and other important programmes, but
the launch of Walesi has certainly al-
lowed us to view these programmes
from the push of a button at our
homes.”

“Our women will be able to learn new
cooking methods and other new things
through the various programmes while
our youth will be able to train the right
way as many want to become profes-
sional rugby players so it is a blessing
that Walesi was launched in our vil-
lage.”

The A-G announced the special deal
the Government was providing for
those earning incomes from $30,000
and below.

“If you fall in this range, you can take
your electricity bill and go to any of
the outlets that are offering these ser-
vices of providing the set-top boxes
and once they confirm your details,
you can take one home for free.

“We want to make it available for
everyone in Fiji.”
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HE Fijian Government remains
I fully committed to developing
new markets and building new
trade relations by engaging with China.

Ministry of Industry, Trade and Tour-
ism permanent secretary Shaheen Ali,
speaking at the New Year’s reception
hosted by Trade Commission/Consulate
General of Fiji in China, highlighted the
major inroads made between Fiji-China
relations - including trade.

More than 30 prominent Chinese
businesses attended the reception,
which included the Wanda Reign Hotel,
Wyndham Silkroad (Fiji) Pte Invest-
ment Limited, distributors of Fijian beer
and Pure Fiji beauty products.

Mr Ali said China had been and would
always remain a friend of Fiji and the
Fijian Trade Commission/Consulate

General in Shanghai had been dedicated
to promoting bilateral trade, investment
and tourism between the two countries.

“To continue and extend the momen-
tum that has been created in 2017, the
Ministry of Industry, Trade and Tour-
ism, in collaboration with the Trade
Commission/Consulate General will
redouble our efforts to bring in more
Fijian made products and services to the
Chinese market,” he said.

Mr Ali acknowledged the dedication
and efforts of the Trade Commissioner/
Consul-General Yolinda Chan and her
team in creating awareness of the op-
portunities of doing business in Fiji.

“Key investments in sectors such as
tourism, real estate development and
manufacturing are due to the initiative
of the Trade Commissioner and her

s China trade

team. Their efforts of promoting the
Fijian Made brand has contributed to
the introduction of premium products
such as beer, beauty products and bot-
tled water, in the Chinese market,” Mr
Ali said.

He encouraged Chinese businesses to
use the services of the Trade Commis-
sion/Consulate General and the Minis-
try.

“The office will provide trade and
investment related advice and guide
businesses with regards to the policies
and procedures that are required to be
followed in Fiji,” he said.

Ms Chan thanked everyone for their
continued support throughout the year
and their interest in Fiji.

news@govnet.gov.fj

Ministry of Industry, Trade and Tourism the permanent secretary Shaheen Ali, fourth from left, at a meeting with the Hong Kong-Fiji Chamber of Com-
merce.

Success at Shanghai, HK missions

rade and investment flows from
I Hong Kong to Fiji is set to in-
crease and accelerate.

To ensure this Ministry of Industry,
Trade and Tourism permanent secretary
Shaheen Ali met members of Fiji-HK
Chamber of Commerce, on December
30,2017.

“The meeting with the Hong Kong-Fiji
Chamber of Commerce was to progress
trade and investment through further ef-
forts and initiatives by the ministry and
the chamber. Building on earlier trade
missions, niche products such as Fijian
beer and water have been introduced in
the Hong Kong market while a Hong
Kong based investor opened a noni tea
factory in Suva recently,” Mr Ali said.

“There are more plans to promote Fi-
jian made products in the Hong Kong,
during the 2018 Hong Kong Sevens
tournament. There will be a display of
high-end niche Fijian made products that
at the tournament, among other things.”

“Having a recognised Chamber of
Commerce in Hong Kong provides lev-
erage to marketing Fiji and Fijian made
products in the region. The members of
the Chamber outlined some of the pro-
jects that they see potential for in Fiji,”
he added.

During the five-day mission, Mr Alj,

Ministry of Industry, Trade and Tourism the permanent secretary Shaheen Ali during the trade and
investment mission to Shanghai and Hong Kong.

the Trade Commissioner/Consul-Gen-
eral and officials met Chinese business
owners interested in doing business in
Fiji.

These included big names such as Ali-
baba Group, Power China, Sinohydro
Bureau 12 Co. Ltd.

“Power China, is a construction compa-

ny that will is undertaking the construc-
tion of Wyndham Silkroad Ark Hotel
in Coral Coast, which is an estimated
$500million project. Power China has
shown interest in investing in Fiji,” PS
Ali said.

The Fijian delegation visited the Shang-
hai Tax Free Zone, which was the desig-

Form
clusters,
farmers
urged

ARMERS in the
Central Division
have been reminded

of the importance of part-
nering Government and
forming farming clusters
to develop their individual
farms further.

Minister for Agriculture,
Rural and Maritime De-
velopment and National
Disaster Management and
Meteorological ~ Services
Inia Seruiratu highlighted
the importance of working
collaboratively as a cluster
to farmers during his tour
of the Central Division last
week.

“Farming, like any other
development, is a partner-
ship. Therefore we need to
work together in partner-
ship. Government can bring
the expertise to the farms
and the technology and all
that is needed to further the
sector, but if it is being giv-
en to the wrong people who
have the wrong attitude,
nothing is going to move.
So we need to work togeth-
er in partnership,” he said.

Minister Seruiratu said
Government would con-
tinue its various assistance
programs to farmers.

“We will continue to as-
sist individuals, particu-
larly those who are at the
commercial and semi-com-
mercial levels, but those at
the lower end. We prefer
to bring them together in
groups rather than individ-
ually because we can pro-
vide machinery and techni-
cal assistance to the group
as a whole, which will sure-
ly be felt by the individual
farmer.

“Of course, we need to
share knowledge and ex-
perience as well among
ourselves and this is why
we need to build up and
strengthen farming clus-
ters,” he added.

Minister Seruiratu  met
members of the Vulagi
Farmers cluster of Vulagi
Estate in Tailevu and Na-
cokaika South, Central
and North Side cluster and
Hookers Subdivision clus-
ter in Naitasiri and encour-
aged them to continue their
partnership.

news@govnet.gov.fj
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