
AZARIA FAREEN

FOR the first time in its history, 
the Fiji Pine Group is debt-
free after making a lump sum 
payment of $2.2 million to the 
Fijian Government to repay a 

loan taken out in the 1990s. 
This was highlighted by Prime Minister, 

Voreqe Bainimarama, while handing over 
the 2022 Fiji Pine lease security bonus 
payment to landowners in Drasa, Lautoka 
recently. 
“Profits in the 2021 financial year were 

the highest ever –– coming in at $41.88 
million and over $867,000 was paid in 
stumpage to landowners in Nasarawaqa,” 
PM Bainimarama said.
 “We add another $6 million to the tens 

of millions of dollars that have been paid 

to landowners since Fiji Pine introduced 
lease security bonuses –– making for 
$36.5 million in dividend payments to 
landowners over nine consecutive years,” 
he added. 
“Even after the worst cyclone that Fiji 

has ever endured, Fiji Pine delivered you 
these dividends, and even in a year defined 
by a global pandemic, when the world 
economy was at its knees, this industry 
stood tall and you have shared the benefits 
–– millions of more dollars are going into 
your pockets to support your families and 
develop your communities in recognition 
of your partnership with Fiji Pine.”
 “We planted 4,236 hectares of pine –– a 

new single-year record. We have planted 
a total of 21,230 hectares of pine since 
2011, and this year, we are committed to 
planting another 7,200 hectares of pine,” 

PM Bainimarama said.
He said that after a concerted effort to re-

vive forest stations, stations within all six 
forest areas now manage their operations 
and are fully equipped with tools, technol-
ogy and human resources to offer reliable 
and quality services to landowners. 
A new nursery with a seedling capacity 

of one million was also set-up opposite 
this factory.
Two years ago, a Landowner Consulta-

tion Division was set-up that has deep-
ened and broadened consultations with the 
communities.
 “Since we introduced the Landowner 

Community Development Fund (LCDF) 
last year, we’ve funded training programs 
as well as water projects, solar installa-
tions and other development initiatives 
in landowning communities and Kubulau 

Villages is the latest to receive solar pow-
er,” PM Bainimarama said. 
“A lease premium of $20 per hectare is 

paid at the time of leasing land, $14 is paid 
per hectare in annual rent, and stumpage 
of 12 per cent is paid when trees are har-
vested in addition to benefits through the 
LCDF and operational costs that Fiji Pine 
covers itself.” 
“The Pine Group is also making invest-

ments towards operating its own logging, 
roading and cartage machinery to guaran-
tee supply chain security and lend greater 
efficiency,” he added. 
Fiji Pine plans to diversify its global cus-

tomer-base in the year ahead and looking 
at potential markets closer to home, par-
ticularly in Australia, New Zealand, and in 
the Pacific.
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FIJI PINE DEBT FREE

Pays bonus to landowners
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Prime Minister, Voreqe Bainimarama, after handing over the 2022 Fiji Pine lease security bonus payment to landowners in Drasa, Lautoka recently. PHOTO: JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA



AZARIA FAREEN

THE groundbreaking 
of a multi-purpose 
court to the tune of 
$163,500 marks an 

important milestone in the de-
velopment for the communi-
ties of Rakiraki. 
Speaking at the event, the 

Minister for Youth and Sports, 
Parveen Kumar said it was 
the vision and commitment of 
the Fijian Government under 
Prime Minister Voreqe Baini-
marama, which has made such 
community sporting projects 
possible. 
“Over the past eight years, 

I have personally overseen 
many projects here in Rakiraki 
undertaken by the Fijian Gov-
ernment,” Minister Kumar 
said. 
“This has included roads, 

bridges, new fire stations, 
roadside stalls and markets, 
rebuilding of schools and 

homes after natural disasters, 
relief during COVID-19 and 
infrastructure such as the new 
Rakiraki markets, and much 
more.” 
“The Fijian Government had 

a program of building facilities 
for its people in urban areas, 
peri-urban and rural arrears 
such as yours so that no one is 
left behind,’’ he added. 
Minister Kumar said that the 

new sports facility will have 
a great positive impact on the 
community as it will promote 
health and wellbeing for the 
community and identify some 
talents in the community who 
will in future, be representing 
Fiji in Sports. 
“The facility is intended for 

sports like volleyball, basket-
ball, tennis, netball, futsal and 
will also be an income gener-
ating opportunity for the youth 
and the community in hosting 
sports events,” he added.

THE Minister for Local 
Government, Premila 
Kumar, met with the 
Market Vendors and rel-

evant stakeholders to deliberate on 
the proposed Navua Market. 
Navua is an emerging miniature 

town that needs development and 
has been identified under the five-
year and 20-year National Devel-
opment Plan (NDP) as one of the 
centres for new-town develop-
ment. According to the NDP, min-
iature models will be developed 
for Navua, Korovou, Nabouwalu, 
Keyasi, Vunidawa, and Seaqaqa. 
“Market activity has been identi-

fied as a major contribution to eco-
nomic growth and Navua has been 
considered a prospective growth 
area as per the Urban Growth 
Management Plan for the Greater 
Suva Area,” Minister Kumar said. 
The market activities have been 

continuously increasing, which in-

cludes the permanent vendors and 
casual vendors. 
“The Lami Town Council re-

ceives requests for open market 
space on Saturdays at the Navua 
Market, but is having difficulty ac-
commodating these requests. 
Unfortunately, the requests for 

lock up stalls and other forms of 
micro business activity are not 
considered due to lack of space at 
the current market,” Minister Ku-
mar said. 
The challenges cited include the 

road location, the market building 
constructed along the river bank 
with nominal structural integrity, 
and limited space. 
The facility does not meet Occu-

pational Health and Safety stand-
ards, and the vendors’ associated 
facilities need major upgrade. 
A site visit by the Ministry of Lo-

cal Government and Lami Town 
Council revealed that the best 

place to relocate the existing Mar-
ket will be the current Navua Po-
lice Station. 
“The proposed location is close to 

the Navua Jetty and the Beqa Shel-
ter, thus making it easier for Beqa 
farmers to access the market. The 
Navua Police Station would be lo-
cated at the old Navua Hospital. 
The Commissioner of Police and 
the Lami Town Council support 
the proposed relocation,” Minister 
Kumar stated. 
The Fijian Government has set 
aside $200,000 to commence 
works on planning Market Reloca-
tion Project: 
·  Acquisition of the proposed site; 
· Environment Impact Assessment; 
· Survey works; 
· Traffic Impact Assessment; nd 
· Concept Design. 
The Lami Town Council has been 

delegated specific duties in rela-
tion to the relocation in the Navua 

district area. 
Relevant stakeholders and de-

velopers will discuss funding for 
project development and facility 
construction. The initial exercise 
will include project scoping. 
The Ministry of Local Govern-

ment has consulted the Ministry of 
Economy, Office of the Solicitor 
General, Ministry of Health and 
Medical Services, the Fiji Police 
Force, Ministry of Lands, Depart-
ment of Environment and Depart-
ment of Town and Country Plan-
ning in relation to the proposed 
relocation.

(Source: Ministry of Local Gov-
ernment)
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Numbers

Approximately  

$18 million   
will be paid to more than 90,000 social 
welfare recipients and around 8,000 
Government pensioners and After 
Care Fund recipients.”
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“I want to thank everyone who 
got vaccinated. It is because 
of your co-operation, your 
dedication and faith that 
Fiji is back, our economy is 
growing, our students are 
back in their classrooms, 
and our athletes can finally 
compete on this national 
stage..”

Frank Bainimarama@
FijiPM

President @JoeBiden’s new 
climate law is the USA’s most 
important show of solidarity to the 
Pacific since its re-entry to the 
Paris Agreement. While we still 
seek even greater ambition from 
the world’s largest economy and 
historic emitter, Fiji welcomes this 
win for the planet.

   INSIDE

Voreqe 
Bainimarama.

Government committed to build facilities for Fijians

CONSULTATION ON NAVUA 
MARKET RELOCATION 

Minister for Local Government, Premila Kumar, speaks with the Market Vendors and relevant stakeholders in Navua

Minister for Youth and Sports, Parveen Kumar with students of Tataiya Memorial School during 
the groundbreaking of the multi-purpose court. Photo: SUPPLIED
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FIJI’S newest tourism products- 
Seventh Heaven Fiji shares the 
ethos of what the tourism indus-
try is built on – the care of our 

pristine environment, says Minister for 
Commerce, Trade, Tourism and Transport, 
Faiyaz Koya. 
Speaking at the launch of the latest invest-

ment in the tourism industry, Minister Koya 
said Seventh Heaven, which took five years 
to complete and cost $4 million, used re-
cycled plastics, wherever possible and will 
operate on solar power. 
“Recently Seventh Heaven as part of its 

Eco initiatives, began their Coral planting 
programme with ADE Fiji (Aquaculture 
Development for the Environment). That’s 
a commitment of planting 14,000 new cor-
als this year,” he said.
“Seventh Heaven opened its doors in April 

and it took almost five years of hard work 
to make this 4-million-dollar investment. 

They are adding to the growth of the Fijian 
economy and more importantly – support-
ing the livelihoods of thirty-six Fijians and 
dozens of suppliers by creating jobs.” 
Minister Koya also highlighted that Fiji 

has so far received 284,167 visitors – which 
was 56.4 per cent of arrivals in the same 
period in 2019.
“I’m told future bookings are healthy for 

Seventh Heaven with huge demand and 
forward bookings well into 2023.”
The Minister said Fiji was expected to 

make full recovery by 2024 and further 
encouraged domestic tourism as the locals 
want to see more of their home.
He also applauded proprietors of Seventh 

Heaven and the tourism industry for the 
continued investment despite the setback 
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic which 
brought home the importance of tourism to 
the Fijian economy, including employment 
it provided. 

THE bonus pay-out of $758,000 to 343 staff 
of Fiji Ports Terminal Limited (FPTL) af-
ter the company recorded a net profit was 
in sync with the Government’s belief in 

investing in the most valuable asset- the workers.
In his remarks, Attorney-General Aiyaz Sayed-
Khaiyum said it was important to look after the 
workers and this was in line with the Government’s 
stance of investing in the human capital which was 
the reason for free education for all Fiji from early 
childhood all the way to high school. 
On the company’s performance, the A-G highlight-
ed that even though the pandemic and global and 
economic downturn posed numerous challenges on 
global supply chains, trans-shipping has increased 
by 29 percent, indicating that international ship-
ping companies have recognised Fiji as a hub of 
the Pacific because of the efficient services that are 
available at our ports. 
“What that basically means that shipping compa-
nies are now looking at this (Suva) port or maybe 
Lautoka port as a hub for transhipment. And nor-

mally companies tranship because they feel a par-
ticular port is efficient, or that the turnaround times 
are pretty good or the customer service provided is 
pretty good,” he said.
The A-G said Fiji Ports had “seen significant chang-
es in the way that cargo is handled, the turnaround 
times, the fact that they used to have a levy charged 
on containers that used to come to Fiji because of 
the inefficiency that existed and those levies have 
now been removed, efficiency has increased and 
Fiji has become a lot more attractive”.
The A-G also highlighted the need for companies 
to invest in human capital, technology and equip-
ment because that will in turn boost production and 
efficiency within the workplace.
Fiji Ports Terminal has invested $4.5 million for the 
procurement of additional container handling ma-
chines, consisting of two units of reach stackers and 
two units of empty container handlers.

news@govnet.gov.fj

OUR Constitution 
forms the basis of our 
common and equal 
citizenry and cements 

our identity as Fijians into law. 
The rights that it enshrines guide 

your Government’s mission to em-
power all Fijians and improve the 
quality of life of everyone, no mat-
ter who they are or where they live 
in the country. 
President Ratu Williame Ka-

tonivere highlighted this recently 
while making an announcement 
on “Our Constitution Challenge” 
theme which includes a number of 
prizes to be won. 
With the United Nations General 

Assembly declaring that access to 
clean and healthy environment is a 
universal human right last month 
and Fiji continuing to face the 
impacts of climate change, Fiji-
ans are urged to define what this 
means for the society through the 
challenge.
 “As a steward of Fiji’s Great Sea 

Reef, our Constitution’s right to 
a clean and healthy environment 
for all Fijians means an enormous 
amount to me personally,” Presi-
dent Katonivere said. 
“Fijians of all ages, including stu-

dents, can submit short videos –– 
which can be anywhere from few 
seconds to up to three minutes in 
length –– making a pledge telling 

us how they plan to help uphold 
every Fijian’s constitutional right 
to a clean and healthy environ-
ment.” 
“What you share is up to you en-

tirely –– you can tell us about na-
ture-based solutions to economic 
development, the importance of 
climate action or cleaning up com-
munities, or the protection of our 
reefs and ocean ecosystems,” the 
Head of State added.
 The competition which closes on 

September 5, 2022, include prizes 
such as an Eco Retreat Package 
worth up to $5,000, an Ocean 
Adventure Package worth up to 
$3,000, and a River Safari Package 
worth up to $2,000. 
All prices can be exchanged for 

their full cash value.
 Videos can be posted directly 

onto the Our Constitution Day 
2022 Facebook page or emailed on 
ourconstitutionday2022@gmail.
com with your personal details 
and where you are submitting your 
video from in your posts with your 
contact details.
Participants are also welcome 

to e-mail or mail written answers 
to: P.O.BOX 2211, Government 
Buildings, Suva. 
For queries please contact Za-

man Khan on 9184048 / 7264313 
or email on zaman.khan@govnet.
gov.fj.
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Attorney-General Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum with staff of the Fiji Ports Terminal Limited (FPTL).
Photo: Nanise Neimila

Minister for Commerce, Trade, Tourism and Transport, Faiyaz Koya launched Fiji’s new-
est tourism products- Seventh Heaven Fiji. Photo: Dipesh Kumar

The President, Ratu Wiliame Katonivere. FILE PHOTO
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Seventh Heaven latest investment in tourism

Fiji Port pays bonus to staffFijians urged to partake in 
Our Constitution Challenge



FELIX LESINAIVALU

THE Fijian Government has 
been progressively striving 
towards branding Fiji as an in-
vestment destination of choice.

Minister for Commerce, Trade, Tourism 
and Transport, Faiyaz Koya, while open-
ing the Fiji-Korea Business Forum at the 
Grand Pacific Hotel last week, said, “The 
total trade between Fiji and Korea over 
the past five years has been $165,224,328 
on average.”
“In the past five years, Koreans have 

invested a total of $34,973,579 worth of 
projects in Fiji.”
Minister Koya added there are many un-

tapped trade and investment opportuni-
ties; for instance, Fiji’s budding industries 
such as manufacturing, Business Process 
Outsourcing (BPO), Knowledge Process 
Outsourcing (KPO), green energy, health, 
maritime, and infrastructure develop-
ment.
“The speakers today will expound fur-

ther on these revised procedures that have 
been put in place to make Fiji more con-
ducive for investment and businesses.”

 “I encourage the audience to seek clarity 
during the sessions when needed for an 
impactful engagement.”
Minister Koya acknowledged efforts of 

the co-organisers - Embassy of the Re-
public of Korea, Ministry of Commerce, 
Trade, Tourism & Transport, Investment 
Fiji and Korea Trade Investment Promo-
tion Agency - KOTRA, in setting this 
platform around a very apt theme “Build-
ing a Post COVID-10 Resilient Economy 
and Creating New Business Opportuni-
ties”.
 “The pandemic has triggered economic 

disruptions at an escalating pace. The ero-
sion of human capital through lost work 
and school hours; fragmentation of global 
trade and supply linkages; food security 
issues and looming threats of economic 
recession.”
 “Despite the challenges, Fiji remains 

attractive to investors and witnesses a 
growing number of innovative businesses 
being established.”
The Republic of Korea shared long-

standing diplomatic and economic ties 
with Fiji since 1970.

THE Inflation 
M i t i g a t i o n 
Measures an-
nounced in 

the 2022-2023 National 
Budget reflects compas-
sion and care for every 
Fijian especially to our 
most vulnerable Fijians 
through the various so-
cial protection platforms 
within the Ministry.
Minister for Women, 

Children and Poverty Alleviation, Rosy Akbar highlighted this 
in relation to the 2022-2023 National Budget.
“This Inflation Mitigation Measures will shield our vulnerable 

families, children, persons living with disability and our senior 
citizens from the rapid price increases in food and other essen-
tials due to imported inflationary pressures”.
Minister Akbar highlighted that the social welfare assistance 

allowances, in most cases, are the main support income for des-
titute families and individuals and the Fijian Government has 
paid particular attention to ensuring that these sole sources of 
income were not taken away or reduced for those dependent 
on it. 
Even when Fiji suffered its greatest economic blow amidst 

the crisis. 
“In fact, top ups were provided as a means to meet ends for 

thousands of Fijian families. These Inflation Mitigation Meas-
ures will continue to protect and serve the most vulnerable and 
contribute to Fiji’s poverty alleviation strategy”.
Minister Akbar stated that all social welfare recipients will 

receive a direct additional top-up of $180 to their accounts on 
5 September 2022 aligned to their next welfare allowance pay-
ment date. 
“Approximately $18 million will be paid to more than 90,000 

social welfare beneficiaries (recipients under the Social Pen-
sion Scheme, Poverty Benefit Scheme, Expanded Food Vouch-
er for Rural Pregnant Mothers, Disability Allowance and Care 
and Protection Allowance) and around 8,000 Government pen-
sioners and After-care recipients”.
No applications are required for our social welfare recipients.

(Source: Ministry of Women, Children and Poverty Allevia-
tion)

The Ministry of Women, Children and Pov-
erty Alleviation have entered into a partner-
ship agreement that opens up Vodafone’s 
M-PAiSA platform for social welfare ben-

eficiaries to receive their monthly payments.  
Making the announcement, line Minister Rosy Akbar 

said, “we are aware, how efficiently and effectively 
government was able to use the M-PAiSA platform to 
process the COVID-Cash assistance directly on ben-
eficiary mobile phone all over the country during the 
lockdown. 
By entering into this partnership with Vodafone, our 

Ministry is opening up the M-PAiSA option for in-
terested social welfare beneficiaries to receive their 
monthly payment directly onto their mobile phones. 
We hope this new option will assist our clients”.
Interested social welfare beneficiaries may contact 

the Ministry or call Vodafone customer care who will 
are able to assist in the signup process.
Head of Vodafone eCommerce and Digital Finan-

cial Services, Shailendra Prasad said “we continue to 
work with government as part of its greater digital and 
financial inclusion drive to make government services 
more accessible and less challenging for the public.
The benefits of receiving the social welfare pay-

ments into a M-PAiSA account are manyfold.  
There is no account maintenance fee for keeping an 

M-PAISA account which means if you receive $100 
and do not use for the whole year, your money re-
mains intact with no deductions.  
Furthermore, there is no requirement to keep a mini-

mum balance in your account which means you can 
use up to the last cent to pay for goods and services.
For social welfare beneficiaries many who are retired 

senior citizens or physically challenged, the comfort 
of receiving their allowance directly on their phone 
wherever they may be is much more convenient than 
standing in lines at banks or at ATM’s.  
Social welfare beneficiaries receiving payments into 

M-PAiSA will immediately be formed via a SMS mes-
sage that their money has reached M-PAiSA without 
the need for them to check balance at ATM to confirm 
receipt of payment.
With over 2400 business outlets now accepting M-

PISA payment Fiji wide, beneficiaries can make cash-
less payments conveniently to pay for goods and ser-
vice without the need to withdraw cash. 
The money is also safe in the M-PAiSA account with 

PIN code. So you only use what you need at any point 
in time rather than carry cash in wallets which can be 
at risk of loss or theft.
Water and electricity bills are also easily paid through 

M-PAISA with no additional fee and charges and with 
increased bus fare and fuel costs, most essential pay-
ments could be made from home thus saving travel 
costs.
Vodafone will partner with the Ministry to help cus-

tomers regarding the use and options of the M-PAISA 
service.

(Source: Ministry of Women, Children and Poverty 
Alleviation)
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Minister for Commerce, Trade, Tourism and Transport Faiyaz Koya with stakeholders at the Fiji-Korea Business Forum held at the Grand Pacific Hotel in Suva last week. PHOTO: FELIX LESINAIVALU

Ministry of Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation permanent secretary Jennifer Poole signs the M-PAiSA agreement with Head of 
Vodafone eCommerce and Digital Financial Services, Shailendra Prasad recently. Photo: SUPPLIED

Minister for Women, Children and Poverty 
Alleviation, Rosy Akbar. 

FIJI - The Investment destination of Choice

Inflation Mitigation Assistance support 
for social welfare beneficiaries

Social Welfare payments now available via M-PAiSA



SHEENAL CHARAN

THE refurbished Flag-
staff Mini Market in 
Suva has brought much 
needed relief to the 

market vendors.
The facelift of the market in-

cludes a public convenience and 
parking space costing around 
$294,000.
Marika Kaloulia, 30, recalled 

the times when his family had to 
travel home to use the restroom.
“About 10 years ago, we had to 

go home to use the washroom be-
cause then the Suva City Council 
had constructed one washroom 
but now we have two,” Mr Ka-
loulia said.
“We don’t have to run back 

home to use the washroom any-
more, even the facility itself will 
attract customers.
“We would like to thank the 

Government for thinking about its 

people. It is humbling to see this 
type of change. I never thought 
they would upgrade the Flagstaff 
market but they did.”
One of the five vendors, Sachin 

Chand, 37, who is the only bread-
winner in his family was grateful 
to start his business at the refur-
bished market.
“This is the first time for me to 

start a market business, before I 
used to do construction jobs and 
drive taxis,” he said.
“The COVID-19 pandemic had 

impacted my job so I decided to 
apply for a stall at this market. I 
want to thank the Government 
and the Suva City Council for 
providing me a stall here during 
the COVID-19 pandemic when 
finding a job was difficult.”
“I like the facility here and I am 

hopeful that my business will be 
good and I will be able to cater for 
my family. The Government has 
done a lot of good things before 

too and I would like to thank them 
for this opportunity as well.”
While officiating at the re-open-

ing of the mini market, Minister 
for Local Government, Premila 
Kumar, said this was an addition 
to seven other market facilities 
that the Government had im-
proved over the years.
“This includes Laqere main 

market, Namaka market, Rakiraki 
market, then we had an open shed 
created for Ba Municipal Market, 
Nausori Women’s Accommoda-
tion Centre, plus improving the 
ventilation and light features at 
Lautoka Municipal Market,” she 
said.
Minister Kumar said the Gov-

ernment, along with municipal 
councils were focusing on decen-
tralising markets and intend to 
develop many more markets and 
mini markets.
“There are other projects that 

have been planned for Suva City. 

Two other markets, the informal 
market in Raiwaqa should be con-
verted into a good main market 
that will serve the people of that 
whole area,” she said.
“And another mini market is 

planned for Mead Road and 
Tamavua area. Again, the de-
sign is complete, there are other 
tweaking that needs to be done 
and we’ll be ready to launch those 
two projects.”
Minister Kumar urged the ven-

dors to look after the facility and 
promote hygiene and sanitation.
“We have created ample park-

ing space for a small mini market 
so consumers can shop around in 
their own comfort and not park 
the vehicles on the roadside and 
create traffic issues.”
 The other markets that are under 

construct are as follows:
 ·      Levuka main market is un-

der construction at a cost of $1.7 
million. The completion of this 

market is expected at the end of 
this year.
 ·      Savusavu market is expect-

ed to commence the construction 
soon as it has been allocated $1M 
in the 2022-2023 National Budget
 ·      The Ministry of Local 

Government received a sum of 
$750,000 in the National Budget 
towards the construction of the 
farmers market in Nakasi
 ·      The ministry also has two 

other projects, which includes the 
satellite markets for Dreketi and 
Taveuni. The Taveuni satellite 
market is at the planning stage.
 ·      Land for Labasa Main Mar-

ket which will be in Nayaca has 
been acquired. The design of the 
market will be unique taking into 
consideration that Labasa is an 
agriculture hub.
 ·      The ministry has also been 

allocated $200,000 for the Navua 
market, which is a new project 
currently in the planning stage.

FELIX LESINAIVALU

“THE shift towards 
e - c o m m e r c e 
underlines the 
need for busi-

nesses to continually innovate to 
stay competitive.”
This was shared by Minister for 

Commerce, Trade, Tourism and 
Transport Faiyaz Koya during 
the launch of the Pacific E-Com-
merce Portal at the Pacific Islands 
Forum Secretariat recently.
“The Pacific Regional E-com-

merce Strategy and Roadmap 
charts the way forward to boost 
digital trade.”
“It does so by recommending 

54 Regional Measures. When 
implemented, these regional ac-
tions will help achieve the level 
of ambition set out by the 2050 
Strategy for the Blue Pacific Con-

tinent - both in the Thematic Area 
of Technology and Connectivity, 
and in Area of People-Centered 
Development.”
Minister Koya added for some 

services, e-commerce can all but 
eliminate the tyranny of distance 
facing our Pacific Micro Small 
and Medium Enterprises (MS-
MEs).
“For example, today a good con-

sultant from a remote Pacific Is-
land Country can easily connect 
to global teleworking platforms 
such as, “Upwork”, and compete 
on par with graphic consultants 
who reside in megacities such as 
Sydney or New York.”
“When implemented, these re-

gional actions will help achieve 
the level of ambition set out by 
the 2050 Strategy for the Blue 
Pacific Continent - both in the 
thematic area of technology and 

connectivity, and in the area of 
people-centered development.”
“The portal that we are launch-

ing provides detailed information 
on such efforts. This information 
will not only benefit members 
who may seek support from cer-
tain technical agencies, but will 
also provide the foundation to 
monitor overall implementation 
of our Regional E-commerce 
Strategy.”
Minister Koya also acknowl-

edged the graduates of the E-
commerce Disciplines for Policy 
Makers course, for successfully 
completing the important e-train-
ing.
“For those of you who wish to 

also up skill yourselves on e-com-
merce policymaking, a self-paced 
course is also available on the 
portal for you to take advantage 
from.”
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Refurbished Flagstaff Mini Market 
Welcomed by vendors

E-Commerce charts way forward: 
Minister Koya



THE Fijian Diaspora in San 
Francisco has commended 
the Fijian Government for 
its timely assistance in in-

stalling a state-of-the-art e-passport 
biometric equipment at the Fijian Trade 
Commission in San Francisco. 

A promise made two weeks ago by the 
Prime Minister Voreqe Bainimarama to 
the diaspora unfolded last week with 
the first renewal of a Fijian passport in 
San Francisco.

Passport holder, Daiana Racumu 
could not contain her excitement when 
she received her new passport. 

A team from the Fijian Immigration 
Department was at the Fiji Trade Com-
mission to provide passport services to 
those Fijians in the West Coast in need 
of such services. 

Ms Veremalua conveyed her sincere 
gratitude to the Prime Minister, the 
Permanent Secretary of Immigration, 
Director of Immigration and the Fijian 
Government for attending to the plight 
of Fijians in the United States of Amer-
ica. 

“I sincerely thank them all for their 
contribution in expediting the establish-
ment of a passport biometric equipment 

here in San Francisco.”
“This will certainly alleviate immigra-

tion issues that the Fijian community 
are experiencing here. Thank you Fijian 
Government for assisting us.” 

Prime Minister Bainimarama, on his 
recent visit to the US, assured the Fijian 
diaspora that passport services to Fiji-
ans will commence at the earliest pos-
sible time. 

This, after he witnessed first-hand the 
challenges faced by Fijians in the U.S 
with passport renewals and other immi-
gration services. 

Now, Fijians in California and nearby 
states won’t have to travel all the way 
to Washington D.C, sometimes for days 
by road to have their passports renewed 
or to apply for new passports. 

The immigration officials will be in 
San Francisco for three weeks. 

The officials have installed an e-pass-
port biometric equipment, and have be-
gun facilitating e-passport applications. 
They will also train the Trade Commis-
sion and Fiji Mission staff on how to 
operate the new equipment.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)

‘AS decision-mak-
ers, we need to 
work together 
to maintain and 

improve sugarcane yields despite 
these here-and-now impacts on 
our growers.’

While officiating at the 60th 
International Sugar Organiza-
tion (ISO) workshop in Lautoka 
recently, Prime Minister Voreqe 
Bainimarama highlighted that 
this can happen through multi-
disciplinary approaches, such as 
the development of new sugar-
cane cultivars using breeding and 
molecular biology, refining best 
management practices, and im-
proving technology transfer. 

“Improving the resilience of 
sugarcane production systems to 
climate change, in particular, re-
quires stronger protection of our 
precious natural resources like 
water and soil. And to ensure 
long-term financial sustainability, 
we should also become more am-
bitious and pursue new uses for 
sugarcane products such as etha-
nol, cellulosic biofuel, and other 
co-products that can open new 
revenue streams.” 

PM Bainimarama stated that the 
ISO is the convening entity for 
sugar-producing countries and is 
a platform for discussion; a safe-
ty net for those most vulnerable; 
and a research body at the cutting 
edge of solutions. The theme for 
this year’s Workshop is a timely 
one –– “Resilience – a way for a 
sustainable sugar industry”. 

“Make no mistake, the resil-
ience of every cane grower is be-
ing tested as we speak. The price 
of fertilizer is up almost double 
that before the pandemic. Rus-
sia’s senseless and bloody inva-
sion of Ukraine is spurring the 

largest commodity shock since 
the 1970 –– throwing fuel on the 
fire of an input-price crisis that is 
made worse by sanctions on Be-
larus and the export restrictions 
imposed by China, the largest 
exporter of di-ammonium Phos-
phate fertiliser.” 

“Farmers aren’t only paying 
more for their inputs –– they live 
under the spectre of a single cli-
mate disaster erasing entire acre-
ages overnight. Every year, these 
risks will rise,” PM Bainimarama 
added.

“For this among countless other 
reasons, Fiji is consistently reso-
lute in calling for climate action. 
And as leaders who represent 
cane growers, I demand that you 
defend their interests by cut-
ting the carbon emissions that 
we know are responsible for the 
storms, rising seas, and changing 
weather patterns that threaten the 
livelihoods of every farmer on 
Earth –– cane growers included.” 

PM Bainimarama highlighted 
that the Fijian economy’s reliance 
on sugar is not what it was 30 or 
40 years ago and that is a natural 
progression as cane growing has 
given way to other growing sec-
tors of our diversifying economy. 

“But through that transition, 
our commitment to the farmers 
behind this industry has never 
wavered, nor will it ever – in 
fact, in terms of raw support, our 
commitment to the success of our 
growers has never been worth 
more. 

Additionally, PM Bainimarama 
encouraged member countries to 
continue sharing resources, fund-
ing, knowledge, and know-how. 

NATIONAL MATTERS
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Minister for Employment, Productivity and Industrial Relations, Youth and Sports, Parveen Kumar lights up the Diya at the 143rd Girmit 
Remembrance Day celebration.

JOSAIA RALAGO

LEKUTU Secondary School was a sea of 
colours as people gathered to witness the 
commissioning of two new classroom 
blocks for the school.

These were completely destroyed at the peak of 
Tropical Cyclone Yasa as Lekutu was on the cy-
clone’s path when it hit on that fateful day two years 
ago.

School manager, Ovini Baleinamau was moved to 
tears as he expressed his gratitude towards the Fijian 
Government for ensuring that their students’ needs 
were prioritised. 

“This is a day of celebration for the people of Le-
kutu and Navakasiga Districts whose students at-
tend this school, presenting a new lease of life to our 
children to strive for academic success,” Mr Balein-
amau said. 

“Some of our children cried as they saw the havoc 
wrecked by the cyclone that brought their class-
rooms to the ground; it was not easy for us and es-
pecially for them.

“I would like to thank the Fijian Government and 
the Australian Government for their foresight in 

helping ensure our children’s future through this ini-
tiative and it has given us a boost to give our all in 
the education of our children.”

Prime Minister, Voreqe Bainimarama, while com-
missioning the classrooms, said it was a historic 
event for Fiji as it was the first time that an entire 
contingent was deployed to work on a project where 
four different forces worked together.

These were the Australian Defence Force, the Re-
public of Fiji Military Forces, the New Zealand De-
fence Force and the French Defence Force.

Prime Minister Bainimarama said it was the belief 
of Government that education was the greatest in-
vestment for the future as it made us more resilient 
by making us create solutions that we once could 
not imagine.

He expressed the Government’s gratitude towards 
the Australian Government for their support through 
the Tropical Cyclone Yasa response and the Vuvale 
Partnership exercise.

The two blocks consisting of three classrooms 
each, built at a cost of $500,000, would benefit 230 
students.

Classroom presents new ray of hope

New Biometric machine for San Francisco

PM Bainimarama calls on leaders to 
work together to improve sugar industry

Prime Minister Voreqe Bainimarama with students of Lekutu Secondary School. Photo JOSAIA RALAGO

Fiji’s Trade Commissioner to North America, Alika Cooper with passport holder Daiana Racumu and a staff from the Fijian 
Immigration Department. Photo: SUPPLIED
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PRASHILA DEVI

FIJI has on average experienced 
asset losses worth an estimated 
$500 million annually due to 
natural disasters.

Ministry of Commerce, Trade, Tourism 
and Transport permanent secretary, Sha-
heen Ali, in explaining the steps that the 
Fijian Government was taking to make 
structures- homes, schools and other 
buildings- resilient to natural disasters, 
highlighted the findings contained in the 
National Communication Report pub-
lished by the Ministry of Economy in 
April 2020.

Mr Ali was speaking at the recently 
held Information Session on Wind Loads 
Standards, which the Ministry intends to 
adopt through the Trade Standards Advi-
sory Council.  

“Climate change will continue to be one 
of Fiji — and the world’s greatest chal-
lenges and the impact is worsening every 
year,” he said.

 “As a result, the structural demands on 

buildings continue to increase. The sever-
ity of damage and community disruption 
due to the tropical cyclones, Winston, 
Harold and Yasa have been extensive — 
with exorbitant rebuild costs.”

Mr Ali said Fiji has experienced 14 Cy-
clones since TC Winston, each one caus-
ing damage to property and impacting 
lives.

He highlighted that the Pacific nations 
have contributed less than 0.03 per cent of 
the world’s total greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions but are amongst the most vul-
nerable to the impacts of climate change. 

The relatively small GHG emission, 
Mr Ali said, was attributed to the trans-
port sector, deforestation and land use, 
the emissions growth expected from eco-
nomic development and energy use but 
it was enough to demand mitigation re-
sponses.

To this end, the Ministry was working 
to create standards and guidelines to ad-
dress the challenges of climate change 
hence the series of standards that have 
been either updated or adopted as Fijian 

Standards, in the efforts to have climate 
resilient buildings.

“The Wind Load Standards is an ad-
ditional policy instrument that aids in 
future-proofing our buildings and homes, 
it provides the procedures to determine 
the loads on specific structures in spe-
cific locations for specific conditions and 
needs.”

Mr Ali explained the guide, which was 
used by designers, builders and manufac-
turers of building materials, assists in de-
termining the design of the building to al-
low it to withstand cyclones, and in Fiji’s 
case, Category 5 cyclones. 

“The Fijian Wind Loads Standards will 
ensure that the design loads are appro-
priate for the anticipated cyclonic winds 
compatible with climate change mod-
els and will be codified in Fiji National 
Building Code (FNBC) to ensure compli-
ance with the requirements and that we 
have disaster resilient buildings,” he said.

Experts from James Cook University 
were part of the session providing techni-
cal expertise in creating the Fijian version 

AZARIA FAREEN

“THE Pa-
cific Island 
Leaders’ en-
dorsement 

of the 2050 Strategy sets out 
our long-term vision and as-
pirations and our approach to 
work together collectively is 
critical to our long-term sur-
vival.”

This was stressed by the 
Minister for Commerce, 
Trade, Tourism and Transport, 
Faiyaz Koya during his par-
ticipation in the Forum Eco-
nomic Ministers Meeting held 
in Port Vila, Vanuatu recently.

Speaking on the 2050 Strat-
egy for the Blue Pacific Con-
tinent, Minister Koya said, 

“The 2050 Strategy sets out 
our long-term approach to 
work together and frames our 
regional cooperation around 
seven key thematic areas”.

“This includes political 
leadership and regionalism, 
people-centred development, 
peace and security, resource 
and economic development, 
climate change and disasters, 
ocean and environment with

technology and connectiv-
ity,” he said.

“Each thematic area has its 
own ‘2050 ambition’ in sup-
port of the vision area; while 
there are 10 Leaders Com-
mitments and key strategic 
pathways to guide our broad 
trajectory over the short, me-
dium and long term.” 

“The thematic area of re-
sources and economic devel-
opment is of particular rel-
evance to Forum Economic 
Ministers as its focus includes 
accelerating the region’s eco-
nomic growth,” he added.

Minister Koya highlighted 
that this was through strength-
ened ownership and develop-
ment of the region’s natural 
and human resources which 
includes diversifying invest-
ment portfolios. 

“It also includes increasing 
the role of the private sector 
in key areas such as fisheries, 
agriculture, forestry, mining 
and tourism, and cultural in-
dustries, and through strength-
ened trade facilitation; as well 
as leveraging our collective 

solidarity and voice to con-
tinue to access climate and de-
velopment finance, as well as 
to engage with financiers on 
debt issues.” 

“Allow me to acknowledge 
our leaders, our officials, 
CROP agencies, private sec-
tor, civil society and faith-
based organisations, and our 
student and youth population - 
all of whom have contributed 
to the Strategy’s development 
and finalisation,” Minister 
Koya added. 

He added that while taking 
the strategy forward, it was 
important that Economic Min-
isters’ consider how they can 
drive these aspirations for-
ward in support of the 2050 
Strategy. 
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Ministry of Commerce, Trade, Tourism and Transport permanent secretary, Shaheen Ali, with participants and facilitators at the Information Session 
on Wind Loads Standards held recently. Photo: SUPPLIED

Minister for Commerce, Trade, Tourism and Transport, Faiyaz Koya, speaks at the Forum Economic Ministers Meeting in Port Vila, Vanuatu.
Photo: SUPPLIED

Vetiver Grass 
Nursery 
commissioned 
for Western 
communities

Fiji experiences $500m asset loss?

Collective 2050 Strategy vital in strengthening regional cooperation

A NEW Vetiver grass nursery has been com-
missioned to help mitigate climate change 
factors for the vulnerable communities in the 
Western Division.

While commissioning the nursery at the Le-
galega Research Station in Nadi recently, the 
Minister for Agriculture, Waterways and En-
vironment Dr Mahendra Reddy said the onus 
to protect communities against riverbank ero-
sion remained a key priority for the Govern-
ment.

Minister Reddy said a large number of com-
munities living adjacent to the riverbanks 
and in the coastal areas are now threatened 
by coastal and river bank erosion, and these 
communities need immediate assistance.

“Climate change is a reality, those aspects 
of nature where we found comfort some five 
decades ago in which our lifestyle was inter-
twined are no longer seen in that light. The 
natural resources that were seen to protect us 
are now becoming a threat to our livelihood,” 
he said

 “To protect these communities, through the 
Ministry of Waterways and Environment we 
have taken several Successful Nature Based 
Solution Projects to mitigate river bank and 
coastal erosion  through the use of vetiver 
grass technology.”

“The nursery here at the Legalega Research 
Station will serve to provide vetiver grass 
planting materials not only for river bank and 
coastal protection, but also for other projects 
such as stabilising tree crops, protecting ir-
rigation canals, bridges, and other infrastruc-
ture exposed to soil erosion,” Minister Reddy 
said.

Meanwhile, a 65-year-old farmer from Tu-
nalia, Nadi, Nur Shah has acknowledged the 
Ministry of Waterways for establishing the 
vetiver nursery.

“This nursery will provide us with the veti-
ver planting material which we used to go and 
look around to plant along the creek which is 
eroding in our area,” Mr Shah said.

The newly commissioned vetiver grass 
nursery will be the primary source of vetiver 
grass supply for the Ministry of Waterways 
Nature Based Seawall projects in the Western 
Division. 

Members of the communities in the Western 
Division are also encouraged to request the 
vetiver grass should there be a need in com-
bating coastal or river bank erosion.

(Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Water-
ways and Environment)
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2022 Coca-Cola Games after two years
Prime Minister Voreqe Bainimarama 

closed the Coca-Cola Games 2022 at the 
HFC Stadium where he hailed the stu-
dents for their efforts in preparing for the 
games.
PM Bainimarama said some of the ath-

letes who participated came as far as Ro-
tuma, Lau and Kadavu.
“Let me give a special welcome and 

thank you to all the competitors who 
crossed oceans and mountains, to our 
most rural and maritime regions to be 
here.”
“Our country has truly never been more 

connected,” PM Bainimarama said.
Meanwhile, the Games was opened by 

the Minister for Education, Heritage and 
Arts, Premila Kumar, who opened the 
games, said having competitions like this 
was made possible through the result of 
our bravery and our strategy to beat the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  
She thanked all Fijians for assisting in 

the vaccination campaign.

Photos: Felix Lesinaivalu

A total of 40 aged care pilot workers who initially graduated from institutions on caregiving and individual support were farewelled by the Permanent Secretary for 
Employment, Productivity and Industrial Relations, Osea Cawaru during the closing of the Pre-Departure Briefing last week.
In collaboration with APTC, these workers have completed the course duration of 4 months to 1 year and were chosen to ‘pilot’ through their upskilling of their 
qualifications/ training to meet the Australian standards.
Photos: SUPPLIED

40 aged-care pilot workers farewelled



DIPESH KUMAR

Having to startup a business is not an easy task 
to do however with the right support, assis-
tance and positive attitude anything can be 
possible.

This was evident for MESOVU founder and small busi-
ness entrepreneur Beatrice Nast as she continues to strive 
to change the mindset of local goat farmers to remain con-
stant in their supply of products. 

For Ms Nast, the idea of manufacturing Fijis first ever 
goat milk soap came about during her time in Yasawas 
however she is facing milk supply shortages to cater for 
the growing demand.

The Fijian-Made certified manufacturer makes soap out 

of local organic ingredi-
ents, the goat milk soap not 
only has health benefits but 
it is also famous among the 
locals.

 “I had a few assistance 
from the Agriculture minis-
try however it was difficult 
trying to get through to goat 
farmers as the idea of mak-
ing soap from goat milk 
was very new to everyone. 

Nast said that after facing 
several difficulties she now 
supports female goat farm-
ers and has three full time 

goat milk suppliers. 
“I’m now supporting fe-

male goat farmers and farmers which are now changing 
their complete farm concept from meat goats into milk 
goats. And they’re raising the herds in order to support the 
product, which is great.”

With three years since the business startup Nast is look-
ing at new products to venture into.

While MESOVU provides a total of four original goat 
milk soap products, Nast is also working together with 
several bee farmers for her new product called Honey 
Goat Milk Soap. 

“I’m also now telling the ladies to do other products so 
they already looking into goat milk cheese. I bought a fill-
er machine as I’m looking into lotion, basically the soap is 
just the stepping stone and all this turned out to hopefully 

create a whole new industry in the agriculture sector.” 
Ms Nast highlighted the Fijian-Made brand has also 

helped her a lot in tapping into new markets.
 “We received the certificate from the government for 

Fiji and the new packaging will also have the future prod-
uct stamp on it. And so this is very popular for conferences 
in fact events, weddings, Tourism Fiji is taking it to Aus-
tralia for the expos. So yeah, very excited to present Fiji 
and definitely looking forward for some trade and put Fiji 
on demand.” 

“We’ve had a lot of support from the Fijian Government 
through MITTT and Ministry of Agriculture is trying to 
help and I think we just have to have more awareness 
about this products. 

With a total number of two employees and a workspace 
in the garage, Nast is optimistic that one day she will move 
into a warehouse and employ more locals.

She hopes that more farmers will venture into goat milk 
farming as she believes her business has the capacity to 
earn three folds of the income which she is earning cur-
rently.

The ‘Fijian Made- Buy Fijian’ Brand was launched in 
2011 in conjunction with the enactment of the Industry 
Emblem Act 2011. The ‘Brand’ comprises 9 emblems 
and has its individual set of compliance criteria. The 9 
industry emblems are: ‘Fijian Made’, ‘Fijian Product’, 
‘Fijian Packed’, ‘Fijian Crafted’, ‘Fijian Grown’, ‘Fijian 
Assembled’, ‘Fijian Designed’, ‘Fijian Sewn’, and ‘Fijian 
Organic.’

MEREANI GONEDUA

The renewal of mining license with Lion 
One Metals Limited’s Tuvatu Alkaline-
Gold project in Sabeto, Nadi indicates 
to the world that Fiji is open to public 

markets which can provide critical capital for re-
sponsible mining projects.

This was highlighted by Lion One Metals Limited 
CEO Walter Berukoff at a celebration of their li-
cense renewal recently. 

“We are very pleased to have been granted this 
extension after the rigorous assessment process that 
factored not only the geological and economic po-
tential of Tuvatu, but our environmental risk man-
agement strategy, and local landowners and com-
munity relationships,” Mr Berukoff said.

 “This milestone demonstrates the tremendous 
support the Fiji Government has for both Lion One 
and its mining industry as we continue our com-
mitment to the communities that we operate in to 
provide direct employment opportunities and pe-
ripheral economic stimulus.” 

Mr Berukoff highlighted the Company’s policy 
and main priority on training locals and offering 
them a stable employment. 

Attorney-General Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum who 
was also present during the celebrations commend-
ed Mr Berukoff for his perseverance in getting the 
project to where it is today, 17 years after it began. 

The A-G spoke about Fiji’s commitment to re-
sponsible mineral resources development and high-
lighted that with the renewal of the license, the 
company will now have the confidence to approach 
investors and offer investments. 

He also explained that under the 2013 Constitu-
tion, the Fijian Government began sharing royalties 
with landowners, and that everyone would benefit 
from the mine’s success, since it benefits landown-
ers, the Government, and investors alike.
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Minister for Employment, Productivity and Industrial Relations, Youth and Sports, Parveen Kumar lights up the Diya at the 143rd Girmit 
Remembrance Day celebration.

Prashila Devi

VISITORS to Fiji must get the experience of its 
pristine environment as Fiji’s tourism industry 
gets back on its feet post COVID-19 pandemic.

To this end, Minister for Commerce, Trade, 
Tourism and Transport, Faiyaz Koya, has welcomed events 
like the International Windsurfing Tournament: Fiji Pro In-
vitational which he opened recently.

“This will contribute to our vision of a ‘bluer’ Fijian tour-
ism industry.” 

He said one of the Fijian Government’s shared commit-
ments with the tourism industry was to build back more 
sustainably, more inclusively to ensure resilience and this 
requires partnership. 

Minister Koya explained that Fiji, like many other devel-
oping states, generates significant revenue from its natural 
assets –– tourism alone was 40 per cent of Fiji’s gross do-
mestic product (GDP) pre-COVID. 

“As a Government, sustainability, and the resilience it cre-
ates, are a major focus.”

He added that by protecting ecosystems, from the reefs to 
the forests, “we can keep Fiji a pristine destination and con-
tinue to reap the benefits of a prosperous tourism sector”. 

“We want visitors to come to our islands to see these as-
sets, and leave with a better understanding of how vital they 
are to our people.”

Meanwhile, Minister Koya highlighted that Fiji’s tourism 
was fast recovering to the pre-COVID levels.

“As of July 2022 – we’ve already recovered 56.4 per cent 
tourism numbers from the same period in 2019. July arrivals 
were 82 per cent of the same month pre-pandemic,” he said. 

Minister Koya said at least 500,000 visitors are expected to 
visit Fiji this year – and a “full recovery by 2024”. 

Fiji’s pristine environment an asset 

Small business owner looks to expand upon Govt assistance

Govt commended 
for mining 
licence renewal

Minister for Commerce, Trade, Tourism and Transport, Faiyaz Koya, at the International Windsurfing Tournament: Fiji Pro Invitational which he opened 
recently. Photo: SUPPLIED

Fiji’s first ever goat milk soap produced by local company MESOVU.
Photo DIPESH KUMAR.

I understand this event will 
contribute to the Great Sea Reef 
Trust to restore coral reefs around 
Cloudbreak and put in 

place measures for emissions 
offset

Minister Faiyaz Koya 
Minister for Commerce, Trade, Tourism and Transport
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SHEENAL CHARAN

THE refurbished Flag-
staff Mini Market in 
Suva has brought much 
needed relief to the 

market vendors.
The facelift of the market in-

cludes a public convenience and 
parking space costing around 
$294,000.
Marika Kaloulia, 30, recalled 

the times when his family had to 
travel home to use the restroom.
“About 10 years ago, we had to 

go home to use the washroom be-
cause then the Suva City Council 
had constructed one washroom 
but now we have two,” Mr Ka-
loulia said.
“We don’t have to run back 

home to use the washroom any-
more, even the facility itself will 
attract customers.
“We would like to thank the 

Government for thinking about its 

people. It is humbling to see this 
type of change. I never thought 
they would upgrade the Flagstaff 
market but they did.”
One of the five vendors, Sachin 

Chand, 37, who is the only bread-
winner in his family was grateful 
to start his business at the refur-
bished market.
“This is the first time for me to 

start a market business, before I 
used to do construction jobs and 
drive taxis,” he said.
“The COVID-19 pandemic had 

impacted my job so I decided to 
apply for a stall at this market. I 
want to thank the Government 
and the Suva City Council for 
providing me a stall here during 
the COVID-19 pandemic when 
finding a job was difficult.”
“I like the facility here and I am 

hopeful that my business will be 
good and I will be able to cater for 
my family. The Government has 
done a lot of good things before 

too and I would like to thank them 
for this opportunity as well.”
While officiating at the re-open-

ing of the mini market, Minister 
for Local Government, Premila 
Kumar, said this was an addition 
to seven other market facilities 
that the Government had im-
proved over the years.
“This includes Laqere main 

market, Namaka market, Rakiraki 
market, then we had an open shed 
created for Ba Municipal Market, 
Nausori Women’s Accommoda-
tion Centre, plus improving the 
ventilation and light features at 
Lautoka Municipal Market,” she 
said.
Minister Kumar said the Gov-

ernment, along with municipal 
councils were focusing on decen-
tralising markets and intend to 
develop many more markets and 
mini markets.
“There are other projects that 

have been planned for Suva City. 

Two other markets, the informal 
market in Raiwaqa should be con-
verted into a good main market 
that will serve the people of that 
whole area,” she said.
“And another mini market is 

planned for Mead Road and 
Tamavua area. Again, the de-
sign is complete, there are other 
tweaking that needs to be done 
and we’ll be ready to launch those 
two projects.”
Minister Kumar urged the ven-

dors to look after the facility and 
promote hygiene and sanitation.
“We have created ample park-

ing space for a small mini market 
so consumers can shop around in 
their own comfort and not park 
the vehicles on the roadside and 
create traffic issues.”
 The other markets that are under 

construct are as follows:
 ·      Levuka main market is un-

der construction at a cost of $1.7 
million. The completion of this 

market is expected at the end of 
this year.
 ·      Savusavu market is expect-

ed to commence the construction 
soon as it has been allocated $1M 
in the 2022-2023 National Budget
 ·      The Ministry of Local 

Government received a sum of 
$750,000 in the National Budget 
towards the construction of the 
farmers market in Nakasi
 ·      The ministry also has two 

other projects, which includes the 
satellite markets for Dreketi and 
Taveuni. The Taveuni satellite 
market is at the planning stage.
 ·      Land for Labasa Main Mar-

ket which will be in Nayaca has 
been acquired. The design of the 
market will be unique taking into 
consideration that Labasa is an 
agriculture hub.
 ·      The ministry has also been 

allocated $200,000 for the Navua 
market, which is a new project 
currently in the planning stage.

FELIX LESINAIVALU

“THE shift towards 
e - c o m m e r c e 
underlines the 
need for busi-

nesses to continually innovate to 
stay competitive.”
This was shared by Minister for 

Commerce, Trade, Tourism and 
Transport Faiyaz Koya during 
the launch of the Pacific E-Com-
merce Portal at the Pacific Islands 
Forum Secretariat recently.
“The Pacific Regional E-com-

merce Strategy and Roadmap 
charts the way forward to boost 
digital trade.”
“It does so by recommending 

54 Regional Measures. When 
implemented, these regional ac-
tions will help achieve the level 
of ambition set out by the 2050 
Strategy for the Blue Pacific Con-

tinent - both in the Thematic Area 
of Technology and Connectivity, 
and in Area of People-Centered 
Development.”
Minister Koya added for some 

services, e-commerce can all but 
eliminate the tyranny of distance 
facing our Pacific Micro Small 
and Medium Enterprises (MS-
MEs).
“For example, today a good con-

sultant from a remote Pacific Is-
land Country can easily connect 
to global teleworking platforms 
such as, “Upwork”, and compete 
on par with graphic consultants 
who reside in megacities such as 
Sydney or New York.”
“When implemented, these re-

gional actions will help achieve 
the level of ambition set out by 
the 2050 Strategy for the Blue 
Pacific Continent - both in the 
thematic area of technology and 

connectivity, and in the area of 
people-centered development.”
“The portal that we are launch-

ing provides detailed information 
on such efforts. This information 
will not only benefit members 
who may seek support from cer-
tain technical agencies, but will 
also provide the foundation to 
monitor overall implementation 
of our Regional E-commerce 
Strategy.”
Minister Koya also acknowl-

edged the graduates of the E-
commerce Disciplines for Policy 
Makers course, for successfully 
completing the important e-train-
ing.
“For those of you who wish to 

also up skill yourselves on e-com-
merce policymaking, a self-paced 
course is also available on the 
portal for you to take advantage 
from.”
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Refurbished Flagstaff Mini Market 
Welcomed by vendors

E-Commerce charts way forward: 
Minister Koya



AZARIA FAREEN

WOMEN’S economic empowerment is a 
huge priority for the Fijian Government 
and the National Women’s Machinery, 
which is life changing, not only for the 

women but also for the countries that believe in this con-
cept.
This was highlighted by the Minister for Women, Chil-

dren and Poverty Alleviation, Rosy Akbar, while hand-
ing over kitchen utensils and cooking equipment worth 
$6,474.64 to Naimalavau Women’s Group in Nakelo, 
Tailevu recently. 
Minister Akbar noted that Prime Minister Voreqe Baini-

marama had made a commitment to support this project 
in the 2021/2022 budget allocation considering the de-
termination of the women to generate their own income. 
“Economic empowerment is about women being confi-

dent about themselves, to be able to earn an income and 
manage their own finances, build their financial security 
and increase their influence over the household budget,’” 
she said.
 “The Fijian Government has in place various policies 

and programs that directly or indirectly support women’s 
economic empowerment and this is one of those commit-
ments that has brought us here today,” she added. 
“I’m glad to see that as a women’s group, and as a com-

munity Naimalavau has embraced the economic empow-
erment of women and I must say, you are on the right 
track to progress and develop as a community.” 
“Economic empowerment is about women claiming and 

holding the power to 
make their own de-
cisions, to stand up 
for their rights and 
say no to violence, 
discrimination and 
harmful traditional 
practices,” she add-
ed. 
Minister Akbar 

notes that economic 
empowerment was 
also about women 
making their own 
decisions such as 
when and who to 
marry; if and when 
to have children 
— and how many; 
be able to leave a 
violent relationship 
and how to save or 
spend their money. 
She encouraged 

everyone to start sav-
ing well as “far too often we spend every single penny we 
earn – but we must adopt the culture of saving and teach 
our children young too”.
 “The men here are also encouraged to continue sup-

porting the women in being economically active, in sav-
ing and in progressing and diversifying their business,” 

Minister Akbar said. 
“I also urge you to respect the independence and deci-

sion making of the women’s group. Join hands with the 
women and help them, especially at the home front so 
that they can effectively engage in their economic activi-
ties – just like they help you,” she added.

AZARIA FAREEN

A TOTAL of 56 women 
hailing from peri-urban 
and rural communities 
of Viti Levu and Vanua 

Levu graduated after completing 
sewing, cooking and pastry making 
courses at the Makoi Women’s Voca-
tional Training Centre recently.
The Makoi Women’s Vocational 

Training Centre recognises and lev-
erages a woman’s crucial role as the 
“trainer” and a “catalyst” of a family 
by offering a plethora of skill- based 
vocational training geared at enlight-
ening, educating and equipping wom-
en.
This was highlighted by the Minister 

for Women, Children and Poverty Al-
leviation, Rosy Akbar, while handing 
over certificates to the 24th batch of 
students since the establishment of the 
institution. 
Speaking to the graduates and 

guests, Minister Akbar said that the 
centre, which was a project of Fiji 
Muslim League has graduated over 
1400 women since 2015. 
“The centre offers skill based de-

velopmental opportunities to the un-
derprivileged women of our society 
which includes widows, single moth-
ers and women with little or no educa-
tion regardless of their race, religion 
and ethnicity.”  
“This enables marginalised and des-

titute women to have access to income 
generating activities by offering them 
training in areas such as cooking and 

pastry, tailoring and embroidery, hy-
droponics and caregiving with a ca-
pacity of 100 women,” Minister Ak-
bar added.
 “The centre has catered to women 

of various racial, ethnic, cultural and 
socio-economic backgrounds in all 
these years and will continue to do so. 
We cannot progress as a nation leav-
ing anyone behind and I thank the Fiji 
Muslim League for ensuring this in 
this area of work.”
 “The highest number of graduates 

from Makoi have been of deserted 
mothers followed by widows and di-
vorcees while some of the graduating 
women have had no formal education 
at all or have had only primary school 
education,” she added. 
Minister Akbar said that such insti-

tutions are here to benefit women, to 
help them better their economic par-
ticipation and “I call on other Fijian 
women who aspire to do something in 
their lives to come on board”. 
The centre has now achieved the 

Approval of Registration by the Fiji 
Higher Education Commission and is 
now registered as a ‘Higher Education 
Institute’ to operate and issue recog-
nised certificates to the graduating 
students in Aged Care and Commu-
nity Care. 
Minister Akbar said when women 

are empowered, they immeasurably 
improve the lives of everyone around 
them-their families, their communi-
ties, and the country. 

JOSAIA RALAGO

THE education system needs to 
start shifting away from tradi-
tional teaching methods, says the 
Minister for Education, Heritage 

and Arts, Premila Kumar.
Speaking to students at Rabi Island, Min-

ister Kumar said one of the aim of the Fi-
jian Government was focusing on building 
a knowledge-based society and for this to 
happen there was a need for innovative, 
tech savvy students who can portray their 
creativity.
“We strongly believe that we need to move 

with time which simply means that we have 
to make the classroom more towards an e-
learning centre,” Minister Kumar said.
“We have to incorporate technology into 

our teaching and learning and I know 
schools have started using technology in 
teaching and learning.
“It is not for us to teach our children the 

traditional way and we make our children 
bored and they become naughty in the class 
and then truancy and other behavioural 
problems emerge.”

Rabi High School manager, Tokanuka 
Tumairang, said they fully supported the 
message by Minister Kumar saying that 
technology was one of the best ways for 
children to learn nowadays.
Mr Tumairang said they had installed in-

ternet services at the Rabi Council Library 
for student learning purposes and believed 
that all students on the island should learn 
through this.
“In regards to technology, we are trying 

to cope with technology and we want our 
children to learn through this, because we 
know we lack the facilities and having those 
small computers and proper internet server 
will help the people of Rabi and especially 
the children of Rabi for their studies,” he 
said.
Minister Kumar called on school manage-

ment and administration to start investing 
in this area of learning.
“We need to embark in this area and en-

sure that our children, learn through tech-
nology and that is the era that they’re born 
in and they’re able to associate with very 
well,” Minister Kumar said.
The Minister handed over Samsung Tab-
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Minister for Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation, Rosy Akbar, handing over kitchen utensils and cooking equipment 
worth $6,474.64 to Naimalavau Women’s Group in Nakelo, Tailevu recently.Photo: SUPPLIED

Students pose for a photo at Rabi Island. Minister for Education Premila Kumar says students now days as-
sociate better with technology and it should be incorporated into learning in schools.Photo: SUPPLIED

Empowering women a priority- Minister Akbar

Women rise out of 
poverty through skill 
based training

Incorporate technology into 
teaching methods- Minister Kumar



FELIX LESINAIVALU

“THERE is potential to grow trade between Fiji 
and Pakistan and this memorandum of under-
standing is establishing the business-to-busi-

ness link to kick start the economic relations.”
Minister for Commerce, Trade, Tourism and Transport, 

Faiyaz Koya, made this statement during the virtual sign-
ing of the MOU between Federation of Pakistan Chamber 
of Commerce (FPCCI) and Fiji Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (FCCI).
The MOU will form the basis of greater mutually benefi-

cial economic and trade links between the two countries.
“Through this MOU both FPCCI and FCCI will com-

bine efforts in promoting economic activities as well as 
identifying opportunities for trade, industry, services, in-
vestment whilst safeguarding the interest of the domestic 
stakeholders, such as the micro small and medium enter-
prises and infant industries,” Minister Koya said.
He said this was the first step to growing relations be-

tween the two countries and believed more can still be 
done to take the mutual relation to another level through 
focusing on various degrees of enhancing trade and com-
merce and exploring the way forward.
“As the trade, transportation and communications hub 

of the Pacific, Fiji continues to strive towards transform-
ing into a vibrant, dynamic, internationally competitive 
economy.”
 “As Fiji promotes economic diversification, our well-

established and emerging outsourcing industry provides 
untapped opportunities.”
 “Fiji’s outsourcing industry has grown significantly over 

the past decade, and Fiji is now positioned as the leading 
outsourcing offshore destination for the Pacific region.”
Minister Koya added that the MOU marks a remarkable 

day as the business communities in Fiji and Pakistan form 
a collaboration to build bilateral trade and economic rela-
tionships between the private sector, government and vari-
ous stakeholders.

AZARIA FAREEN

THE Society for Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (SPCA) recently partnered with the 
Ministry of Agriculture, the Suva City Coun-
cil, Dogs Trust Worldwide (DTW) and the 

Suva City Council in a de-sexing campaign for cats and 
dogs.
SPCA Clinic & Shelter Manager and CLAW Local Co-

ordinator, Shaneel Narayan said that SPCA had a goal 
to have clinics in different parts of Suva and started with 
the campaign in 2019 but had to stop due to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic.
“The first year was a very successful campaign as we 

de-sexed close to 2000 animals,” Mr Narayan said.
“This is the second campaign for the year and we have 

had a very good response from the areas we held the 
clinic at. Since this is an intensive clinic, we targeted 
Nabua and Vatuwaqa first.”
“Our team had surveyed locations in Suva and found 

out that the highest stray dogs’ problem was in these 
two areas,” he added.
Mr Narayan said that the next big intensive clinic will 

be in October and there are plans to have more cam-
paigns and clinics later in the year and next year de-
pending on the survey data.
“We will continue to do small campaigns and clinics 

in the interim months and continue to advertise on the 
SPCA website, Facebook page and other social media 
pages, so those who are not able to afford to get their 
pets de-sexed,” he added.
The clinic which was set up in Nabua for a week saw 

de-sexing, vaccination, and ‘defleaing’ of a total of 335 

animals in five days.
Veterinarian for small animals, Kimberley Khodakha, 

who also specialises in outreach shelter events and is 
the co-founder of CLAW, travelled from New York, 
United States of America to participate as a volunteer 
at the clinic.
“We developed CLAW program in 2018 because we 

found that a lot of communities were not taking advan-
tage of the vaccine and de-sexing surgeries at the SPCA 
Hospitals so we wanted to come into the communities 
so we could start helping impact the animal population 
by de-sexing and vaccination to prevent diseases and 
educate pet owners,” Ms Khodakha said.
“We had a good participation over the week and we 

also had people bringing their pets from other areas. I 
just hope the pet owners will follow up with the SPCA 
or we can get the clinic to come out here.”
“I think a lot of awareness on deworming, fleas, ticks 

and vaccinations is needed for pet owners as these are 
fundamental things a pet needs,” she added.
Ms Khodakha said she will be returning to Fiji to par-

ticipate in the big clinic from October 24-28, 2022 and 
the target areas will be the settlements, especially those 
who cannot afford to take their pets to the clinic can be 
served.
The campaign was possible under the DTW Commu-

nities, Legislation and Animal Welfare (CLAW) out-
reach program.
CLAW aims to coordinate teams of international vol-

unteer veterinarians to visit target villages and settle-
ments, providing wellness checks, deworming, vaccina-
tions and de-sexing of dogs and cats.

THE Fijian Government has tak-
en a holistic and consistent ap-
proach in strengthening social 
welfare programmes that pro-

vide preventative and responsive meas-
ures to the vulnerable members of society. 
Minister for Women, Children and Pov-

erty Alleviation, Rosy Akbar, has wel-
come budgetary allocation for the vulner-
able, including street beggars and street 
dwellers, as it attends to the implementa-
tion of strategies and programmes to re-
duce poverty and vulnerability in Fiji. 
“The Grants to Organisations Assist-

ing Psycho-Social and Street Dwellers, 
is a new initiative targeted to ensure that 

every citizen of Fiji has improved access 
to quality social services and livelihood 
activities.”
Minister Akbar stated that the Fijian 

Government has allocated $100,000 on 
the 2022-2023 Budget Allocation for the 
Department of Social Welfare to include 
this special grant. 
“Specifically, the grant will support the 

vulnerable women and men that are psy-
chologically challenged and are forced to 
be on the street due to non -acceptance 
back into their community or families”.
Minister Akbar said the recent baseline 

on beggars profiling has validated that 
there are 33 psychologically challenged 

beggars on the street, while 38 are in the 
three Aged Care facility settings. 
“It is on this premise that the Fijian Gov-

ernment, through the Ministry of Women, 
Children and Poverty Alleviation, is se-
curing a budget allocation for the new 
grant,” Minister Akbar said.
The Ministry will go into partnership 

with the service provider, to administer 
service needs in for the care of the vulner-
able cohort which is inclusive of the:
-  psychologically challenged;
-  street dwellers;
“Everyone has to take responsibility for 

their vulnerable family members. While 
the facility may be a halfway Home for 

the immediate solution, it is committed to 
working with partners (non - government 
organisations, business partners, faith 
based organisations and community mem-
bers) to work together with the Ministry in 
tackling this social issue in our society.”
With this new facility provision, Minister 

Akbar also encouraged family members 
and the young generations to take care and 
support their senior citizens and persons 
living with disability in their respective 
communities.

(Source: Ministry of Women, Children 
and Poverty Alleviation) 
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Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) Clinic and Shelter manager and CLAW local coordinator Shanil 
Narayan administers anesthesia to a pet during a de-sexing clinic. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN 

Minister for Commerce, Trade, Tourism and Transport, Faiyaz 
Koya, with officials from the Fiji Chamber of Commerce after the 
signing of the MOU between Federation of Pakistan Chamber of 

Commerce (FPCCI) and Fiji Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(FCCI).Photo: FELIX LESINAIVALU

De-sexing campaign a success MOU to benefit 
Fiji and Pakistan

Ministry welcomes grant for organisations assisting psycho-social, street dwellers
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FELIX LESINAIVALU

ALL Fijian businesses must 
strive for excellence as Com-
fort Home Furnishing has and 
ensure that our position as the 

regional trade, transportation and commu-
nication hub is being strengthened.
This was highlighted by the Minister for 

Commerce, Trade, Tourism and Trans-
port, Faiyaz Koya during the King Koil 
Product launch and reception at Grantham 
Road recently.
 “As a champion for the Fijian Made 

Brand, I am pleased to see the strides 
Comfort Home has made over the years 
whilst carrying the “Fijian Made” emblem 
on its products.”
 “The impact of the second wave of the 

pandemic was felt by all, including Fijian 
businesses. The Fijian Government had a 
responsibility to find a balance between 
essential industries and ultimately Fijian 
livelihoods and health and safety of every 
Fijian including our visitors.”
Minister Koya added that these protocols 

were the first steps towards confronting 
the pandemic with every available re-

source which was spearheaded by a highly 
successful vaccination drive.
 “One can only agree how proud we feel 

as Fijians when we see Fijian products on 
shelves overseas.  I’m sure our diaspora 
in Papua New Guinea, Vanuatu, Samoa, 
American Samoa and Tonga feel happy to 
see Comfort Homes products away from 
home – it’s a special sense of belonging.”
Minister Koya said Comfort Home has 

also ensured that their staff are upskilled, 
nurtured and provided with the necessary 
capacity building to manufacture to inter-
national standards in Fiji.

 “Comfort Home has taken the national 
brand to the international market. They 
have also ensured that their staff are up-
skilled, nurtured and provided with the 
necessary capacity building to manufac-
ture to international standards in Fiji.”
 “As I have said many times, our com-

mon goal is to raise productivity, Comfort 
Home is just doing that.”
Minister Koya said the collaboration be-

tween Comfort Homes and King Koil was 
an example of the domestic and foreign 
partnership that can deliver new and inno-
vative products right here in Fiji.

FELIX LESINAIVALU

“LAW and faith in justice 
are fundamental pillars 
on which a democratic 
society and communities 

thrive.”
“This is why the Fijian Government re-

mains committed to providing every Fijian 
greater and equal access to justice and legal 
support as embedded in our constitution.”
This was the sentiment shared by the Min-

ister for Commerce, Trade, Tourism and 
Transport, Faiyaz Koya while officiating at 
the cocktail launch of the new “Shirley La-
venia Susan Legal” – or SLS Legal in Flag-
staff, Suva recently.
SLS Legal, a law firm owned by three 

women, Susan Serukai, Lavenia Bogitini 
and Shirley Tivao aspires to place high pri-
ority on family values together with fulfill-
ing the oath of their law profession and ser-
vice to the community.
In congratulating the three women, Minis-

ter Koya said, “Lawyers have an obligation 
towards society, to demonstrate competence 

and honesty in everything they do. Whilst 
young law graduates have a range of op-
portunities to choose, the journey of these 
three ambitious women as entrepreneurs 
signifies that they have broken barriers in 
society where young women may not have 
been given the support that they deserve, to 
make a name in the legal fraternity”.
“In every respect, democracy is the centre-

piece of our society – and over the years we 
have provided Fijians better access to jus-
tice – by investing in improving our legal 
and judicial infrastructure, laws and pro-
cesses.”
Minister Koya said lawyers have an obliga-

tion towards society, to demonstrate com-
petence and honesty in everything they do.
“Whilst young law graduates have a range 

of opportunities to choose, the journey of 
these three ambitious women as entrepre-
neurs signifies that they have broken bar-
riers in society where young women may 
not have been given the support that they 
deserve, to make a name in the legal frater-
nity.”

THE Ministry of Education, 
Heritage and Arts (MEHA) 
is progressing the develop-
ment of the National Early 

Childhood Education Policy by holding 
workshops and engaging stakeholders.
Following a recent national Early 

Childhood Education (ECE) diagnos-
tic and planning workshop to support 
the development of a National Policy 
for ECE, divisional consultations were 
held recently to review the findings and 
engage stakeholder voices in strength-
ening ECE in Fiji.
The policy is expected to prioritise 

making equitable access to quality ear-
ly learning a reality for all five-year-old 
children across Fiji. 
The national policy is being developed 

as part of broader ECE subsector re-
forms led by MEHA, which include de-
velopment and implementation of ECE 
curriculum, teacher training, and qual-
ity standards. 
The consultation workshops in Labasa 

and Nadi, organised by the Ministry 
with support from the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), helped to 
identify key policy priorities and strate-
gies for ECE that are to be addressed in 
the Policy.
“Early childhood education needs to 

focus on total development of a child’s 
social, physical, emotional, cognitive 
and spiritual skills for lifelong learning 
and wellbeing,” Ministry permanent 
secretary Dr Anjeela Jokhan said. 

“This is why we want to review the 
status of ECE to ensure our children 
receive the best education during the 
critical time of learning that takes place 
before they enter primary school.”
“The foundations for learning estab-

lished in early childhood set the stage 
for all future learning,” said UNICEF 
Pacific’s Chief of Education, Anna 
Smeby. 
“UNICEF is proud to be working with 

the Fijian Ministry of Education, Herit-
age and Arts, as well as our partners, 
in this process to develop the National 
Policy and plan that will guide how 
systems, services and programmes will 
better provide for our children in Fiji as 
well as give them the best possible start 
in life.”
The National Policy will embody the 

overall vision for the ECE sub-sector 
and support the implementation of 
quality ECE at the national and sub-
national levels. 
The policy will aim to ensure ECE 

services reach broader populations and 
diverse locations, and that these efforts 
are sustained. 
The Ministry will review the outcomes 

from these robust consultations to en-
sure these contribute to shaping the na-
tional priorities for ECE in Fiji.
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Minister for Commerce, Trade, Tourism and Transport, Faiyaz Koya with staff and management of Comfort Home Furnishing at the King Koil Product launch and reception held in Grantham Road, Suva.
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Minister for Commerce, Trade, Tourism and Transport, Faiyaz Koya officiating at the cocktail launch of the 
new “Shirley Lavenia Susan Legal” – or SLS Legal in Flagstaff, Suva recently.PHOTO: FELIX LESINAIVALU



THE first group of 
12 workers from 
the 24 that com-
pleted their four 

days Pre-Departure Brief-
ing (PDB) left last Sunday 
for Cable Beach Resort in 
Broome, Australia under 
the Pacific Australia Labour 
Mobility (PALM) scheme. 
These selected workers 

were farewelled by the Min-
istry of Employment, Pro-
ductivity and Industrial Re-
lations permanent secretary, 
Osea Cawaru last week.
During the farewell, Mr 

Cawaru reminded these 
workers to maintain posi-
tive personal values, which 
are vital in lifting and main-
taining the Fijian brand. 
 “Having positive values 

will overcome various chal-
lenges faced and will allow 
you to focus on your set 
goals and purpose of you 
joining the program and also 
your selection.”
“These values will enable 

employers to provide positive feedback to the 
Ministry that will result in more employers vis-
iting Fiji for more recruitment and selection of 
more Fijian citizens.”
 “Your respective ‘vanua’, Government and 

your families have faith in you, that you will 
perform your work to the best of your abilities 
and also that you will abide by your Contrac-
tual Agreements that you have signed. 
 “Those who are married, respect those vows 

- always remember your children back home, 
your spouse who is here in Fiji - they all have 
high hopes for you.”
 “Be honest, transparent, hardworking and 

work as a team - these are all moral values, 
therefore it is important that you live them. 
This journey is similar to our other Fijian citi-

zens playing sports such as rugby where it re-
quires all team members to work together and 
support each other in order for the team to win. 
There are rules to be followed and penalties if 
rules are not followed or cards flashed for dis-
ciplinary issues,” Mr Cawaru urged.
He acknowledged the selected workers and 

their Australian approved employers for their 
continued support and confidence towards the 
recruitment of Fijians under the PALM scheme.
The 24 selected workers will be absorbed with 

Cable Beach Resort and the Double Tree Hilton 
in the Hospitality & Accommodation Industry 
on nine month contracts before returning to 
Fiji.
 
(Source: Ministry of Employment, Productiv-

ity and Industrial Relations)

AN information ses-
sion for the aged-
care sector in Aus-
tralia for more than 

60 employers revealed that Fiji-
an workers are in demand under 
the industry. 
This was highlighted by the 

Pacific Labour Facility Skills 
Development manager, Brett 
Thomson during a courtesy visit 
to the Ministry of Employment, 
Productivity and Industrial Rela-
tions permanent secretary, Osea 
Cawaru recently.
 “The number of employers or 

services that have contacted us 
since the visit by the Australian 
Government delegation to Fiji 
that was led by the Prime Minis-
ter has been astronomical.”
 “These employers are very 

keen to get hold of Fijian work-
ers and the workshop has gener-
ated a lot of interest,” Mr Thom-
son said.
He added that the first Australia 

Pacific Training Coalition aged-

care pilot group was expected 
to complete their training soon 
and will be ready for mobilisa-
tion in the next 10 days, whereas 
the second group of the pilot 
program will kick start in mid-
September.
 “I must say that the aged-care 

sector in Australia looks forward 
to receiving this pilot group as 
they are looking at what Fiji is 
doing very well.”
 “Fiji is at the forefront of aged-

care training at the moment,” Mr 
Thomson added. 
Mr Cawaru welcomed the sen-

timents shared by Mr Thomson 
and expressed appreciation to 
the Australian Government for 
acknowledging the positive con-
tribution of our Fijian workers 
that will have an impact on the 
Aged-Care Industry.

(Source: Ministry of Employ-
ment, Productivity and Industrial 
Relations)

DEMAND for Fijian work-
ers under the Pacific Aus-
tralia Labour Mobility 
(PALM) Scheme is grow-

ing.
This is after an Australian approved 

employer, Jose Sobrinho, visited Min-
istry of Employment, Productivity 
and Industrial Relations   Permanent 
secretary, Osea Cawaru for more re-
cruitment of Fijians under the PALM 
Scheme.
The JBS team comprised of PALM 

coordinator for JBS Australia, Faami-
ta Faalava; JBS Australia (Tasmania 
site) Human Resources Manager, Ra-
cheal Pulford; Primo Foods (Wacol 
site, Queensland) Human Resources 
Business Partner, Paul Dimaculangan; 
and Primo Foods (Chullora site, New 
South Wales) Recruitment Coordina-
tor, Stanton Jaftha.
The JBS Australia (Tasmania Site) 

human resources manager, Ms Pulford 
thanked Mr Cawaru for his time to 
meet with the team and also provided 
a brief update on the purpose of their 
visit to Fiji.
 “We are here to interview 50 regis-

tered Fijians for the Meat Works Indus-
try following the good performance of 
40 Fijian workers who are currently 

deployed with us,” she said. 
 “These workers joined us in June this 

year and have displayed excellent and 
amazing job performance.”
 “We are a beef processing plant and 

in need of more labourers due to some 
major upgrades where we will need to 
produce 600 beef a day compared to 
our current production of 550 beef a 
day,” Ms Pulford said. 
 “We’re glad to be here in Fiji to con-

duct face-to-face interviews for the 
first time for our third cohort,” she 
added.
On behalf of the Fijian Government, 

Mr Cawaru thanked the JBS team for 
visiting Fiji to recruit potential Fijian 
workers for employment opportunities 
in Australia.
He highlighted that the Ministry con-

tinued to review its standard operating 
procedures to match the market de-
mands and in ensuring that Fiji sup-
plies the best labour to overseas em-
ployers.
Mr Cawaru further added that it was 

the overseas employers that do the se-
lection of workers and not the Minis-
try.

(Source: Ministry of Employment, 
Productivity and Industrial Relations)
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Ministry of Employment, Productivity and Industrial Relations permanent secretary, Osea Cawaru with Pacific Labour Facility Skills Develop-
ment manager, Brett Thomson (second from left) and officials during a courtesy call to the Ministry.. Photo- SUPPLIED

Mohammed Buksh receives his certificate of participating in pre-departure
 training from Ministry of Employment, Productivity and Industrial Relations 

permanent secretary, Osea Cawaru.Photo: SUPPLIED

Ministry of Employment, Productivity and Industrial Relations permanent secretary, Osea Cawaru, 
meets with officials from an approved Australian employer, JBS Australia (Tasmania Site) recently.

Photo: SUPPLIED

Fijian workers in demand under the Aged-Care Sector in Australia 

Australian approved employer 
to recruit more Fijians 

24 Selected Fijian Workers to 
Leave Under the PALM Scheme
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This was highlighted by Prime Min-
ister Voreqe Bainimarama during 
the closing of the Coca-Cola Games 
2022 at the HFC National Stadium 

recently.
“Making it to this stage is a huge achievement. 

You made your parents proud, you made your 
schools proud, you made your country proud 
and together you have made history as part of 
the largest Coca-Cola games that has been held.”
“Some of our young people competing this 

week travelled from as far as Rotuma, from Lau 
to Kadavu.”
Prime Minister Bainimarama added Fiji has 

truly never been more connected.
“I also want to thank everyone who got vac-

cinated. It is because of your co-operation, your 
dedication and faith that Fiji is back, our econ-
omy is growing, our students are back in their 
classrooms, and our athletes can finally compete 
on this national stage.”
“Girls and boys, families and friends it has 

been three long years since we hosted the Co-
ca-Cola Games. We cannot forget our students 
who missed out on participating during the pan-
demic.”
PM Bainimarama added that “they deserved to 

compete here as much as anyone” and he knows 
many of them are here today to cheer their 
younger school mates.
“That is what I love most about these games. 

This Coca-Cola Games is about our schools and 
the communities they represent. From the stu-
dents, to the cheer squads, to the coaches, staff 
and teachers, and the old scholars.”
“Each of you made this game something spe-

cial to witness,” PM Bainimarama added.
While opening the 2022 Coca-Cola Games, 

Minister for Education, Heritage and Arts, Pre-
mila Kumar, said it was through the result of the 
bravery and strategy to beat the COVID - 19 
pandemic that competitions like the Coca-Cola 
Games became possible.
“Through the vision and leadership of our 

Prime Minister, our vaccination strategy enabled 
us to keep our people safe,” she said.
“And ultimately, we can now host events such 

as this, which we all know are integral to the 

growth of our young people.

“I thank all Fijians for assisting us with the vac-

cination campaign. Your efforts have made Fiji 

safer for all of us and that’s why we can sit next 

to one another and watch this game.”

Minister Kumar encouraged the athletes to  

continue showing  good sportsmanship.

“The Fijian spirit is renowned all over the 

world. The Fijian spirit means that we don’t give 

up and it means that first and foremost, we care 

for each other,” she said.

“This is who we are as a country. How many 

times have we seen our rugby and soccer play-

ers helping an opponent when they are injured? 

Humble in victory, gracious in defeat, as they 

say.”

jj

VAX success: Coca-Cola 
Games after 2 years

YOU don’t need 
to leave here with 
a medal 

to not be proud 
of what you have 
accomplished

Prime Minister 
Voreqe Bainimarama 

Prime Minister Voreqe Bainimarama with students of Suva Grammar School during the closing of the Coca-Cola Games Prime Minister Voreqe Bainimarama with students of Suva Grammar School during the closing of the Coca-Cola Games 
2022 at the HFC National Stadium recently. 2022 at the HFC National Stadium recently. PHOTO: FELIX LESINAIVALUPHOTO: FELIX LESINAIVALU
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