SUNDAY MAY 20, 2018 1 16 PAGES | ISSUE 10 VOL 9 | WWW.FJI.GOV.FJ

7
Greetings
Prime Minister

ALL
SIA

Residents of Iwaki City, Fukushima
Prefecture, Japan, welcome Prime Minister
Vorege Bainimarama on his arrival

there for the 8th Pacific Islands Leaders
Meeting (PALM8) hosted by his Japanese

counterpart Shinzo Abe. PM Bainimarama
was accompanied by a Cabinet minister
and senior officials for the two-day meeting,
where he took the opportunity to call for
support in the fight against climate change,

in his capacity as COP23 President.
He held a private meeting with Mr Abe after
being accorded a Guard of Honour.
More on pages 3,7,8,9
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PM: Step up for
Climate Change Fight

NATASHA BEGUM

IJTAN Prime Minis-
Fter and 23rd session of

Conference of Parties
President, Voreqe Bainima-
rama, has called on the “giants
of Asia” to step forward with
more ambitious plans to re-
duce greenhouse gases.
As he concluded his visit to
Japan where he was invited
by his Japanese counterpart,
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe to
attend the 8th Pacific Islands
Leaders Meeting (PALMS),
Prime Minister Bainimarama,

while delivering his statement
at the meeting, reiterated his
call to big nations for action on
climate change.

“The greatest common inter-
est we have today - amongst
ourselves and with the rest of
the global community - is to
reduce the impact of climate
change as much as is humanly
possible,” he said.

“We Pacific islanders are do-
ing all that we can, but we con-
tribute little to global warming.
We are looking to lift our ac-

CONTINUES ON PAGE 3
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AKBAR OPENS NEWLY-
REFURBISHED WARD 15
WEST OUTREACH
A SUCCESS 14

VILLAGE WOMEN TAKE UP
CLIMATE CHANGE ROLE 13

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum

What is really important about
this Bill is not just about the
individual accessing information.
Everyone will need to ensure
that there is transparency. This
is the implication of this Bill and
| believe this is very empower-
ing for individual citizens of our
country.

Attorney-General and Minister for
Education Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum

NUMBERS

55.29m

has been used
for assistance for
those affected by
the recent floods
and cyclones
under the CARE
for Fiji program

TWEET OF THE WEEK
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Frank Bainimarama (@FijiPM)

held an excellent meeting with
Prime Minister Abe in Tokyo where
we discussed many important ways
fo strengthen relations between

Fiji and Japan. We are all looking
forward to the reopening of direct air
fravel on @FijiAirways between Nadi
and Tokyo in July! #Fiji #TeamFiji
pic.twitter.com/Fqyuxxcumy
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Hardware firms faces

ISAAC LAL

MAIJOR investigation of hard-
Aware companies that were part

of the Tropical Cyclone Win-
ston rehabilitation programme will
soon be carried out.

This follows complaints to the Attor-
ney-General and Minister for Economy
Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum by Ra villages
that they are yet to receive their materi-
als to rebuild their home, two years since
TC Winston made landfall in Fiji.

The A-G who was in Ra recently for the
handing over of 10 schools by the Aus-
tralian Government under its Access to
Quality Education Programme (AQEP)

overnment probe

through Government’s Adopt-A-School
programme held talanoa sessions with
the community of Ra.

He was told that hardware companies
had still not supplied the materials for
the homes under the Government funded
assistance.

Sikeli Nasagatoro of Mataso said de-
spite numerous promises, these compa-
nies have still not carried out their duty.

“There are over 300 homes in Nakoro-
tubu that needs to be rebuilt but these
hardware companies despite promising
us next month, next month have yet to
send the materials,” he said.

“This is why there are some people still
living tents, it is not the Government’s

fault but these hardware companies.”

The A-G said a team from the Govern-
ment would visit the district (Nakorotu-
bu) to get all the details of those who are
still waiting for the materials.

“We will take all details down and take
them to these hardware companies be-
cause all materials needed to have been
given, its two years now and while we
(government) understands that there
were shortages of materials due the dev-
astation this should have not dragged on
for this long,” the A-G said.

“Please give us all the details and we’ll
take the hardware companies to task on
why they have not followed through
with the materials.”

jica’

Prime Minister Voreqe Bainimarama during his meeting with Japan International Cooperation Assistance (JICA) President Shinichi Kitaoka at the
8th Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting (PALMS8) in Iwaki, Japan. Photo: NATASHA BEGUM

JICA President applauds Fijian

PM

NATASHA BEGUM

HE Japan Internation-
al Cooperation As-
sistance (JICA) Presi-

dent Shinichi Kitaoka has
applauded Fiji for its strong
leadership in the internation-
al sphere and its “essence of
success’.

This commendation was
conveyed to Prime Minister
Voreqe Bainimarama dur-
ing his meeting with Mr Ki-
taoka in Iwaki, Japan, which
was also the venue for the
8th Pacific Islands Leaders
Meeting (PALMS) that the
Fijian Head of Government

attended.

Technical cooperation be-
tween Fiji and JICA, includ-
ing ongoing development
cooperation programs and
key projects currently under-
taken by the development aid
agency in Fiji were the basis
of discussion.

These projects include the
Nadi River project and the
construction of the Tamavua-
i-wai bridge.

Prime Minister Bainima-
rama acknowledged JICA’s
technical assistance and
Overseas Development As-
sistance (ODA) that con-
tinues to provide valuable

assistance through technical
training, human resources
and project development in
various sectors in Fiji.

Mr Kitaoka commended
Fiji’s leadership as a remark-
able one, adding that Fiji was
very visible on the interna-
tional scene.

He further said Fiji, as a
Pacific Island country, was
bonded by the Pacific Ocean
which shared common re-
sponsibility to maintain our
ocean.

Mr Kitaoka said Fiji was
a good partner to Japan and
showed the essence of suc-
cess.

Prime Minister Bainima-
rama said Fiji being the hub
of the Pacific was keen to
ensure the development of
infrastructure and ports of
entry.

One such development has
resulted in the commence-
ment of direct flights from
Nadi to Tokyo in July.

Ongoing cooperation pro-
grams in Fiji by JICA include

Social Economic Infrastruc-
ture Resilience, Islands and
Remote Areas Education
Support Program, Pacific
Islands Health and Medical,
Environment Management
and Disaster Risk Reduction.
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IJT and Japan share com-
Fmon interests in security

in the Pacific, health of the
ocean, trade and investment and
the need to build prosperity in the
region.

Prime Minister Voreqe Baini-
marama, speaking during the
Seminar on Japan/ Pacific Island
Economic Relations in Tokyo last
week, touched upon the areas of
cooperation between Fiji and Ja-
pan especially on the contribution
of the latter towards Fiji’s devel-
opment.

The seminar, attended by lead-
ers from Pacific Island Countries
(PICs) and more than 20 Japanese
companies was aimed at exchang-
ing views on investment and trade
between the two countries.

“As one of the world’s largest
and most advanced economies,
Japan is in a unique position to
help us secure these interests,”
Prime Minister Bainimarama
said.

“Indeed, Japan has made signifi-
cant contributions towards Fiji’s
development and has come to
our aid time and again in recent
years to help us recover from se-

Leaders from Pacific Island Countries (PICs) during the seminar on Japan/Pacific Island Economic Relations in Tokyo, Japan. Photo: NATASHA BEGUM

Trade tops T

vere storms and reinforce our in-
frastructure against future severe
weather events.”

Prime Minister Bainimarama
highlighted the Japanese Govern-
ment’s effort in boosting small
and medium-sized enterprises
(SMESs) in the Pacific were prom-
ising.

“Emerging Japanese = SMEs
can be an excellent fit for Fiji
and our Pacific neighbours and
an insurance scheme led by the
Japanese Government to provide
some cover for their direct invest-
ment and other costs that go into
entering a new market will go a
long way toward encouraging
Japanese SMEs by reducing their
risk.”

He also added that Fiji must re-
double its efforts to export goods
where it held an advantage as
mineral water, beauty and health-
care products, virgin coconut oil,
noni and noni juice, tropical fruits
and vegetables and sugar.

Prime Minister Bainimarama in-
dicated that with direct air service
between the two countries com-
mencing in July, new possibilities
would enter the doorway.

Japan is the world’s third-largest
economy.

s
-

Fijian Prime Minister Vorege Bainimarama and his Japanese counterpart, Shinzo
Abe, in Tokyo, Japan. Photo: NATASHA BEGUM
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Landmark law on royalty sharing

PRASHILA DEVIAND JOSAIA RALAGO

S the first law that complies with

the provisions of the Constitution

on royalties, the Fair Share of Min-
eral Royalties Bill 2018 will now result in
landowners getting the lion’s share of min-
eral royalty.

The royalties will be from exploration of
minerals, in most countries belongs to the
State, which then gives a mining licence to
the miner.

The Government, which pushed for the Bill
to be passed in a one-stage sitting of Parlia-
ment rather than be referred to a Standing
Committee or any other Committee of Par-

per cent.

Attorney-General Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum,
who brought the motion to the House, said,
“We are saying that 80 per cent of all the
royalties will go to the landowners, only 20
per cent will be retained by the State as pro-
vided by the Constitution”.

Reaction to the Bill was swift and wel-
comed by these stakeholders.

Tui Macuata Ratu Wiliame Katonivere
said this Bill was long overdue and “what
should have been done”.

“The passing of the Bill is in the right di-
rection and a good thing for future genera-
tions,” Ratu Wiliame said.

“Thinking about our future generations, I

are setting the trend for them.

Mata ni Tikina ko Mali Seru Moce said the
Bill was “a good thing”.

“It ensures that resources owners also have
a royalties share,” Mr Moce said.

The A-G informed Parliament that since
the Constitution has been put in place, the
Government has kept aside the royalty in
trust and currently it has royalty of approxi-
mately $1 million from mining that is taking
place in Vanua Levu.

“We have kept the royalties in trust, the
moment that this Bill becomes an Act of
Parliament, we will then be able to distrib-
ute those royalties to the members of the
landowning unit through equal distribution

Call
to Asia

FROM PAGE 1

tion and ambi-
tion but we need
the giants of the
world—includ-
ing the giants of
Asia—to step for-
ward with more
ambitious plans to
reduce greenhouse
gases.”

In the same vein,
Prime Minister
Bainimarama said
adaptation to the
effects of climate
change was not
enough and called
for countries to
raise their ambi-
tion.

“Adaptation is
simply not enough
and there are lim-
its to what we can
adapt to. We must
raise and intensify
our ambition to
reduce the rate
and extent to
which this planet
is warming,” the
Fijian Head of
Government said.

Prime Minister
Bainimarama
acknowledged
Japan’s commit-
ment in being a
valuable partner
to Fiji.

“Japan has
been a valuable
partner to Fiji in
our Presidency
of COP23. Japan
has the economic
and political
weight—but most
importantly, the
moral author-
ity—to lead and
inspire us toward

liament, will now pay out 80 per cent of the know we are going to have a good future to- and will give them 80 per cent royalties. greater ambition,”
royalties to landowners while it retains 20 morrow. We are empowering them and we he said.
Sunday, May 20, 2018 3
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MEREANI GONEDUA

TOTAL of $55.29million has
Abeen used for assistance for

those affected by the recent
floods and cyclones under the CARE
for Fiji program.

Attorney-General and Minister for
Economy Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum updat-
ed Parliament this week on the CARE
for Fiji program that was announced the
Prime Minister Voreqe Bainimarama last
month to assist the affected Fijians in
the aftermath of Tropical Cyclone Keni
and TC Josie.

The A-G said the first initiative on e-
Transport CARE had assisted a total of
202,368 Fijians which included 183,836
adults receiving $50 top-up and another
18,542 students topped up with $25.

“So far Government has spent
$9.65million in this assistance,” the A-G
said.

He stated that 23,896 households have
been assisted under the Home-CARE
initiative at a cost of $29.17million.

“Only 56 households were actually
eligible for the $7000 payout as their
homes were either destroyed or suffered
severe structural damage. A further 1613
households received $3000 for partial
structural damage. It also included
homes that were not severely damaged
but all or most of their possessions were
lost and damaged by floodwaters.”

“Apart from this, 3428 households
under the vakavanua arrangements
were assisted with $1500 where their
homes were either severely destroyed
or severely damaged because obviously

$55.29m spent on
CARE for F

we cannot give the full amount because
they have the vakavanua arrangements.”

Under the Farms-CARE a total of
30,697 farmers have been assisted with
the total cost of $15.3million. Out of this
601 fully large scale commercial farm-
ers were assisted with prepaid cards.

For the Sugarcane-CARE, a total of
5678 forms have been assessed and the
Fiji Sugar Corporation and the Ministry
of Sugar industry have conducted a few
verifications of 4212 farmers.

The Welfare-CARE under the Ministry
of women, children and poverty allevia-
tion have been provided an additional
one month top-up to 13, 165 social
welfare recipients who were affected by
the cyclones and the floods.

“A total of $1.14million has been used
for the assistance.”

Police target
violence trends

KELERA SOVASIGA

INISTER for De-
fence and National
Security Ratu Inoke

Kubuabola has given assur-
ance that the Fiji Police Force
was taking steps to address the
increasing trend of violence
against women and children in
Fiji.

Speaking in Parliament last
week, Ratu Inoke said, “Fiji
Police Force have corporate
Key Performance Indicators
[KPIs] that have been tagged
to women and children related
crimes and in reducing vio-
lence against women and chil-
dren by 10 per cent”.

Recent statistics on reported
cases of violence against wom-
en and children supplied by the
police revealed a substantial
increase from 358 cases to 777
cases within the last five years.

Ratu Kubuabola said a part-
nership between stakeholders,

such as Judiciary, Corrections,
Ministry of Women, Children
and Poverty Alleviation, will
help enhance the responses and
investigative abilities in tack-
ling such issues.

Other internal strategies and
initiatives that were highlighted
included the DUAVATA Con-
cept implementation through
village and school visitations,
awareness, tikina meetings,
victim support and many more.

Fiji Police has empowered
the Sexual Offences Unit and
Juvenile Bureau to streamline
women and child related inves-
tigations through dedicated and
well trained women officers.

“The Fiji Police anticipates
with interest the development
and enactment of the Sexual
Offenders Registration Bill
which shall further empower
the organization in the enforce-
ment and creation of a safer so-
ciety for our women and chil-
dren,” Ratu Inoke said.

Minister for Defence and National Security Ratu Inoke Kubuabola.
Photo: PARLIAMENT OF FUJI

National
minimum
wage
review
starts

MEREANI GONEDUA

HE review of the
National Minimum
Wage rate of $2.68

an hour has commenced
and a result will be known
once the review is com-
pleted.

This was highlighted in
Parliament by Attorney-
General Aiyaz Sayed-Khai-
yum where he said that for
any review to be credible,
it needs to be independent,
not to have input from peo-
ple who have already pre-
judged the matter.

“So, obviously any review
has to be completely inde-
pendent, has to be through
all stakeholders. Of course
anyone can appear before
the review Committee and
make their submissions.”

The A-G highlighted that
the 10 sectoral wage coun-
cil also had a review and
none of them get paid be-
low the minimum wage.

He said for trainees in
the garment sector, it was
a different category alto-
gether but all have attained
sectorial wages whereby a
review was undertaken and
all of them had increases
with salary rates at more
than $2.68 an hour.

“In fact they range from
$2.78 to $5.57 an hour, in
the case of building fore-
man the market range rate
is $10 to $15 an hour, quali-
fied electrician $8 to $10 an
hour.”

He stated that these are
the market prevailing rates
and the information given
to the Government is that
all of the 10 sectorial wag-
es had increased too. The
minimum wage only ap-
plies to people who fall in
the unskilled sets bracket.

Taxi plate colour coding ‘enhances transparency’

PRIYANKA LAL

HE introduction of colour-
I coded taxi number plates will
ensure transparency and assist
enforcement officers.
Minister for Local Government,
Housing, Environment, Infrastruc-

ture and Transport Parveen Kumar
highlighted this in the recent Parlia-

ment sitting, saying the plates would
enable enforcement officers to easily
identify and monitor taxis operating
within a zone.

Minister Kumar said the initiative
was part of the recent taxi industry
reform in line with the amendment
to the Land Transport Public Service
Vehicle Regulation 2017.

“This reform includes the demarca-

tion of 34 identified transport zones
developed with the intention of
improving transport access to meet
the increasing customer demand for
efficient and reliable taxi services,”
Minister Kumar said.

He said the transport zoning was
aimed at improving customer ser-
vices.

“We have a lot of cases where taxi

operators are operating in other areas
well away from their bases, thus de-
priving their customers an accessible
and reliable taxi services.

“Furthermore, the taxi services will
be better managed and be able to
meet the demand present in each zone
as permits will be distributed based
on the zone population.
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Women’s groups back Online Safety Bill

JOSAIA RALAGO

HE passing of the
2018 Online Safety
Bill in Parliament has

attracted a lot of support
from some women’s group
in the North.

Waita Curuvale, of the
Batiri Women’s Club in
Wailevu West, Cakaudrove,
emphatically said, “I support
it! [ strongly support it be-
cause this ensures safety for
online users.”

“The use of internet is wide-
spread and our children’s
usage of social media like
Facebook is a major concern
as they are young and vulner-
able.

“This (Bill) could be a way

to hold people responsible
for what they put up online,”
the mother of four said.

Mrs Curuvale said Face-
book was used by everybody
and it was not just the adults
or teens but quite young
children using it as well.

“We really cannot stop
people from using Facebook
because it is their right, but
the introduction of such law
would ensure that people use
the internet responsibly,” she
said.

The Then India Sanmarga
Ikya (TISI) Sangam for
women, Marthar Sangam La-
basa branch secretary, Litiana
Reddy said the Bill came at
the right time.

“We are living in an age

Bill gives F
access to information
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Assistant Minister for Youth and Sports lliesa Delana with Attorney-General Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum. Photo: PARLIAMENT OF FlJI

MEREANI GONEDUA

ity.”

where almost everyone uses
the internet and we need
some rules to regulate its
utilisation.”

Sekina Women’s Group

group as concerned moth-

ers,” Mrs Naikomu said.
“We support this Bill.

We continue to talk to our

children about the dangers of

President Marica Naikomu of  Facebook and this regula-

Drawa Village, Cakaudrove,
located in one of the most
interior parts of Vanua Levu,
said that the use of Facebook
has been an issue of concern
for them.

“Our children are using it
and we are in an isolated
rural area and yet almost
everyone has an account.

“A few weeks ago, we
heard in the news about a
young girl whose naked
pictures were going viral on
Facebook. This was an issue
of discussion amongst our

tion would help protect our
children.”

Through the passing of this
Bill, an Online Safety Com-
mission would be set up to
promote online safety as this
would be an avenue where
members of the public could
lodge complaints against a
number of offences listed in
the Bill.

This includes the spreading
of hate speech or the sharing
of explicit images to name
a few.

NEW Information Bill that gives
Aaccess to information to Fijians

was passed in Parliament this
week.

Tabling the Bill Attorney-General Aiyaz
Sayed-Khaiyum highlighted the Bill was
the first step towards what can be called
‘democratisation of information.’

“That is giving people access to informa-
tion regarding themselves. It is also giv-
ing them the ability to correct information
about themselves,” the A-G said.

“This particular Bill gives unprecedented
access to individual members of our soci-
ety, ordinary Fijians access to information
that they will otherwise not get or indeed
have not received the level of accessibil-

The A-G highlighted a few examples of
what information can be accessed through
this Bill and stated that people will now
be able to access information made about
them.

“What is really important about this Bill
is not just about the individual accessing
information. The people who are making
decision about Fijians will now have to be
cautious because they can be pulled up,”
he stated.

“Everyone will need to ensure that there is
transparency. This is the implication of this
Bill and I believe this is very empowering
for individual citizens of our country.”

“This has never happened before and
once it comes into place, it will open up a
new chapter altogether.”

This has never
happened before and
once it comes into
place, it will open up
a new chapter
altogether.

Attorney-General
Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum

A-G tells of ADB
concessional grant
access need

PRIYANKA LAL

1JI has reiterated the need
Ffor the Asian Develop-

ment Bank (ADB) to con-
sider allowing middle income
countries to access concessional
grant in the aftermath of climatic
events.

Attorney-General and Minister
for Economy Aiyaz Sayed-Khai-
yum stressed this while updating
the Parliament this week on the
51st Annual Meeting of the ADB,
which was held in Philippines
from 3 — 6 May, 2018.

He said the meeting provided an
avenue for discussion of financ-
ing options that suited the devel-
opment priorities and economical
financial needs in member coun-
tries.

Fiji and the Pacific Develop-
ment Member Countries (PD-
MCs) made a request to further
increase minimum allocation
consistent with other multilateral
development partners like the
World Bank.

“This would benefit our small
and most vulnerable mem-
ber countries that access ADB
funds,” the A-G said.

He highlighted that Fiji did not
qualify for the Asian Develop-
ment Fund Grant funding due to
its ‘borrower’ status under the Or-
dinary Capital Resources (OCR).

“As raised by Fiji in many
other international forums, the
PDMCs governor reiterated the
need for ADB to look at what we
call ‘trigger-based mechanisms’
where countries can access con-
cessional grant financing for cli-
matic events as part of Strategy
0f 2030.

“What we have been pushing for
the past two or three years, and it
is getting attention, is that there
should there be certain trigger-
based mechanism so if you have
an intense cyclone that damages
your GDP up to a certain value or
in excess of the percentage of the
value, then you should be able to
access concessional funding,” the
A-G explained.

Meanwhile, the A-G spoke on
Fiji being host of the 52nd ADB
Annual Meeting in May next
year that will see the attendance
of more than 4000 international
and regional participants.

He said it would be the first time
for any Pacific developing mem-
ber country to host the annual
meeting.

“We want to see it more as a Pa-
cific event to be able to hone in as
to what are some of the funding
requirements in the Pacific Island
Countries on what we can do in
respect of climate vulnerability
initiatives.”

The theme for next year’s ADB
Annual Meeting was ‘Prosperity
through Unity’.

Sunday, May 20, 2018
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Long

road from
Lagalaga to
New York

PRASHILA DEVI

ROM the fields of La-
Fgalaga in Vanua Levu

to the highest interna-
tional decision-making bod-
ies in the world - the United
Nations, Dr Satyendra Pras-
ad’s journey has not been
without its challenges.

Fiji’s new Permanent Repre-
sentative to the UN General
Assembly (PRUN) based in
New York, United States of
America believes those chal-
lenges are part and parcel of
the learning curve of life.

Dr Prasad hails from Vanua
Levu as his school teacher
parents were posted to many
parts of the island, from Naso-
rowaqa where he was born to
Lagalaga, Waiqele and even-
tually the town itself but has
moved in the international cir-
cles for many years.

“I have worked in countries
as diverse as India, Serbia,
Kenya, Afghanistan, Nepal to
Bosnia, Armenia, Albania and
Eastern Europe with most re-
cent being Papua New Guin-
ea,” he said.

“It has been an exciting jour-
ney. Behind every journey
there is always hard work and
pain as well but that is part
of the excitement of the jour-
ney.”

As a highly successful indi-
vidual who has changed his

3

Seen here

Fiji’s new Permanent Representative to the UN General Assembly (PRUN) based in New York, United States of America, Dr Satyendra Dr Prasad has been working internationally for past 18 years. Seen
Prasad and his wife, Kushma Ram, with President Major-General (Ret’d) Jioji Konrote and First Lady Sarote Konrote. )

Dr Satyendra Prasad with Prime Minister Vorege Bainimarama at the PM’s Office in Suva.

MUST
READ

recently.

Prior to the appointment, Ambassador Dr. Prasad
was the chief executive officer for Papua New Guinea

Governance Facility from 2016.

Ambassador Dr. Prasad has over 15 years of
management and policy reform experiences in large-
scale whole of government, center of government and

career path many times and
taken on the challenge of
learning about these new are-
as, Dr Prasad believes there is
one key advice he would give
to young people.

“The world is no longer a
place where once you decide
on a particular career and you
continue on that until retire-
ment. We need to constantly
stretch  ourselves, develop
new interests and change ca-
reers as we go.”

“We don’t stay in one ca-
reer anymore and this is how
I progressed. I was a school
teacher to begin with but then
I ventured out to do other
things,” Dr Prasad said.

Dr Prasad named F

Fiji's Permanent Representative to the United Nations
Ambassador Dr. Satyendra Prasad, a Governance and
Public Sector Management Specialist, took up his post

ljian envoy

government performance, ministry and civil service
reform, capacity building and other ystems for senior
officials of the Fijian Government.

to UN

Ambassador Dr. Prasad did his Ph.D. Sociology-

United Kingdom.

Development Studies from the Warwick University,

In New York, he is accompanied by his wife, Kushma

student.

With each of these changes,
came with its own hurdles
but as the new Ambassador
is a testimony, we never stop
learning from cradle to the
grave.

“At the age of 40, I had a ca-
reer change when [ ventured
into development where I had
to learn new things. I did not
go back to university but I did
a lot of training, had to learn
things like public finance
management, how to identify,
finance and implement a good
project that would give citi-
zens the best results and best
value for money,” he said.

The diplomat, who has been
working internationally for

Ram, who is an accomplished handweaving designer,
and their daughter Nehali Anupriya, a post graduate

last 18 years, does not feel
like he ever left Fiji. He has
been in and out of the country
throughout this time and even
extending a helping hand to-
wards the civil service reform
while working for the World
Bank.

This time he has gone for yet
another career change, work-
ing for the Fijian Government
as its top diplomat at the UN.

He 1is deeply passionate
about reversing impacts of
climate change and improving
the health and management of
the oceans.

These, he says, are the chal-
lenges and Fiji needs to work
collaboratively with the rest

Dr Prasad hails from Vanua Lev
ents were posted to many parts o

U where his schoolteacher par-
f the island, from Nasarawaqa,

wlhere he was born, to Lagalaga, Waiqele.
with Prime Minister Vorege Bainimarama.

here with President Major-General (Ret’d) Jioji Konrote.

of the world.

“I am passionate about influ-
encing international opinion
and international practice on
trying to redress the harmful
impacts of climate change and
to give Fiji and other small is-
land states a fighting chance.”

“I really feel for our coun-
try, our communities. We
make progress and every few
years our progress is derailed
by catastrophic cyclones and
floods. We build and we re-
build. We need to work with
other countries in finding a
way through this” Dr Prasad
said.

He pointed out that as a
country surrounded by the
ocean, and for someone who
loves being at sea, pollution,
overfishing have far reaching
consequences on our commu-
nities and on us as a country.

“We need to work with our
neighbours and we need to
work with other countries —
smartly, skilfully and diplo-
matically.”

Another area Dr Prasad feels
deeply about is assisting de-
veloping countries overcome
their economic challenges.
He pointed out the role Fiji’s
peacekeeping efforts through
the UN has had on the coun-
try.

“Our peacekeeping efforts
have not only raised the pro-
file of our country but helped
the men and women from the
military and police to uplift
their lives and that of their
families and communities.”

Fiji’s top diplomat, “hopes to,
through diplomacy, contribute
to Fiji’s social and economic
development efforts and am-
bitions. Fiji is punching well
above it weight already in in-
ternational forums”.
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UNFCCC Executive Secretary Patricia Espinosa (second from left), Fijian Prime Minister and COP23 President Frank Bainimarama (third from left) with two other delegates during a tal.anoa session at the 6th
dialogue meeting on the action for Climate Empowerment in Bonn, Germany. Photo: ERONI VALILI

G20 support sought
for climate talk

Fijian Prime Minister and COP23 President, Voreqe Bainimarama has urged his Japanese counterpart, Shinzo Abe, who will chair the G20
summit in June next year to help garner support on the urgent issue of climate change. Photo: NATASHA BEGUM

NATASHA BEGUM

IJIAN Prime Minister and
FCOP23 President, Voreqe

Bainimarama has urged
his Japanese counterpart, Shinzo
Abe, who will chair the G20 sum-
mit in June 2019, to help garner
support on the urgent issue of cli-
mate change.

Prime Minister Bainimarama,
who met with Prime Minister
Abe in his office in Tokyo, Japan,
asked him to use the G20 platform
“to bring the urgent issue of cli-
mate change to the Leaders’ atten-
tion as well as the importance of
adhering to pledges made under
the Paris Agreement”

The Fijian Head of Government
also provided an update to the Jap-
anese leader on Fiji’s progress in
climate change discussions.

Prime Minister Bainimarama

was in Japan last week to attend
the 8th Pacific Islands Leaders
Meeting (PALMS) held in Iwaki,
Fukushima.

After the bilateral meeting with
Prime Minister Abe, he said dis-
cussions held were very fruitful
and covered many important is-
sues aimed at strengthening bi-
lateral relations between Fiji and
Japan.

He reassured Prime Minister Abe
of Fiji’s continuous prosperous bi-
lateral relations with Japan.

“Fiji acknowledges the many de-
velopments in the various areas
of engagement with Japan since
our last meet in 2015 which has
significantly contributed to Fiji’s
socio-economic  development,”
Prime Minister Bainimarama said.

“I commend Japan for its efforts
to assist the Pacific region in ad-
dressing their vulnerabilities and

acknowledge its commitment un-
der the framework of the Pacific
Islands Leaders Meeting in order
to realise our collective regional
development priorities.”

The Prime Minister also dis-
cussed areas of natural disaster
resilience, Free and Open Indo-
Pacific (FOIP) Strategy, potential
areas of cooperation on Trade in
Services for Fiji, and visa exemp-
tion arrangement for all Fijian
passport holders.

“As the Fijian Prime Minister, |
acknowledge the generous assis-
tance the Japanese Government
has given to Fiji over the years.”

“We can look forward to advanc-
ing the relationship between Fiji
and Japan now and into the future.
I am confident that as a result of
today’s meeting, the Fiji-Japan
bilateral relations will now be el-
evated to another level.”

COP23 delegates take
to talanoa concept

KELERA SOVASIGA, JENNIS NAIDU

of Conference of Parties President, Frank

Bainimarama has welcomed the way in
which the Talanoa Dialogue concept has been
embraced in climate change discussions.

Speaking to delegates from all over the world
to the 6th dialogue meeting on the action for
Climate Empowerment, he said it was delight-
ful to see the new addition to the climate agenda
being positively embraced.

“Dialogue is merely an important staging post
on the journey toward decisive action. It is by
telling our stories, and listening to the stories of
others, that we can learn how to tackle the cli-
mate change more effectively,” Prime Minister
Bainimarama said.

Highlighting on some issues, he addressed
the lack of awareness that has been continually
emerging in the views held by certain devel-
oped countries hence climate change action not
being as great as it should be.

Two important areas that Prime Minister Bain-
imarama stressed on was the importance of em-
powering young people and women and of their
great contribution to the discussion.

“Our young people are powerful agents for
change and we are mobilizing them as agents
for action in our schools, community groups
and through the media.”

At the closing of the dialogue, Prime Minister
Bainimarama acknowledged the inclusion of
non-party stakeholders during the discussions.

“The inclusion and participation of non-Party
stakeholders in the Dialogue has opened up this
process and brings us a fresh opportunity to
draw on a wider range of experiences,” he said.

Prime Minister Bainimarama also highlighted
to the delegates the devastating after-effects of
Cyclone Keni and Josie, and how the category
one cyclone had the capability of taking eight
lives as well as flooding several main towns.

“We do what we can, as a Government, to
alleviate the suffering of our people and 1 am
pleased to say that our Care for Fiji Program,
which we formulated in record time after Josie,
is already making a huge difference,” he said.

Prime Minister Bainimarama emphasised
on the need to complete the Implementation
Guidelines of the Paris Agreement on time, in-
cluding the need for Talanoa Dialogue to lead to
more ambition in their NDCS.

“The Talanoa Dialogue has created a space to
share stories, build empathy and trust, and in-
spire action,” the COP23 President said.

FIJIAN Prime Minister and 23rd session
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NATIONAL MATTERS

PRIME Minister Voreqe Bainimarama is leading
the Fijian delegation to the Pacific Islands
Leader Meeting (PALMS8) being held in lwaki City,
Fukushima Prefecture, north of Japan’s capital,
Tokyo.

On arrival in Japan, PM Bainimarama was one
of two Pacific leaders to have a private meeting
with his Japanese counterpart Shinzo Abe

after being accorded a Guard of Honour by the
Japanese Self Defence Forces.

During the discussions, PM Bainimarama urged
Mr Abe to take up the climate change fight when
he hosts the G20 meeting next year. Discussions
also focused on trade and Japan’s Free and
Open Indo-Pacific Strategy

akes climate fight to PALM8 &

He later joined other leaders to meet Japan’s
Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko.

From Tokyo, the delegates travelled north to
Iwaki city for the two-day meeting.

Delegates were also given the opportunity to
tour parts of the area devastated after the 2011
tsunami that left more than 15,800 people
dead.

PM Bainimarama was accompanied by Minister
for Tourism, Trade, Industry, Lands and Mineral
Resources Faiyaz Koya, the permanent secretary
in the PM’s Office Yogesh Karan and the
permanent secretary for Tourism, Trade and
Industry Shaheen Ali.

Photos: NATASHA BEGUM
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Cyclone-hit schools

open for classes

ISAAC LAL

EN primary schools in Ra were
I officially opened recently fol-
lowing rehabilitation after being
badly damaged by Tropical Cyclone
Winston in 2016.

The rehabilitated schools were Madhu-
vani Sangam Primary School, Bureiwai
District School, Bucalevu Primary
School, Namuaniwaqa Village School,
Liwativale Primary School, Nasau Dis-
trict School, Tokaimalo District School,
Bayly Memorial Primary School, Na-
vunibitu Catholic Primary School and
Naroko Primary School.

The schools were reconstructed with
support from the Australian Govern-
ment, in partnership with the Fiji Gov-
ernment’s Adopt-A-School scheme.

The Attorney-General and Minis-

ter responsible for Education, Aiyaz
Sayed-Khaiyum, and Australia’s High
Commissioner to Fiji, John Feakes, of-
ficiated at the opening which was held
recently at Madhuvani Sangam Primary
School.

Mr Feakes said what was achieved at
the schools in Ra is an excellent exam-
ple of a community working together to
recover from tragedy.

“Education is a key pillar of Aus-
tralia’s aid program and we recognise
that access to quality education is every
child’s right. We also believe that con-
tributing to quality education for all is a
means to achieve economic growth and
improve the wellbeing of society.”

As part of its $53 million response
and recovery program to TC Winston,
Australia committed to repairing or re-
building 34 schools and in 2016 alone,

16 schools were repaired.

A further 18 schools which required
extensive rehabilitation work in Ra and
Koro island, are now either complete or
in the process of being completed.

Through the Australian Government’s
Access to Quality Education Program
(AQEP), all repaired school buildings
have met Fiji’s National Building Code
and have been issued Cyclone Certifica-
tion by the Fiji Institute of Engineers.

At each school, one building is de-
signed and built to withstand extreme
Category 5 wind speeds.

Madhuvani School’s Head Teacher,
Hemish Chandra, said the reopening of
the schools marked an historic day and
served as a reminder that communities
can indeed build back better following
disasters such as TC Winston.

=

Attorney-General and Minister responsible for Civil Aviation, Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum with guests from Beqa Island on board the aircraft that was named after the

island. Photo: ISAAC LAL

Fiji Airways unveils Island of Beqa

ISAAC LAL

I Airways recently
F welcomed the newest

addition to its fleet.
The Airbus A330-200 was
named the ‘Island of Beqa’
in a ceremony officiated
by Fijian Attorney-General
and Minister responsible for
Civil Aviation, Aiyaz Sayed-
Khaiyum.

Speaking at the naming
ceremony, the A-G congratu-
lated the national carrier for
the addition to the fleet and
the people of Beqa for hav-
ing an aircraft named after
their island.

“Fiji Airways is at the fore-
front of marketing Fiji,” the
A-G said.

“This is the only company
from Fiji that people in all
these major cities (which Fiji
Airways flies to) will see.”

Arriving from Abu Dhabi
recently, the aircraft will be
ready for commercial opera-
tions soon with 18 Business
and 233 Economy Class
seats, and features per-
sonal inflight entertainment
screens in both cabins.

The aircraft named is after
the Island of Beqa located
in Central Fiji off the coast
of Pacific Harbour. The

island is rich in tradition and
folklore, and is home to the
famous Fijian firewalkers,
who have the unique ability
to walk on white-hot stones.

“Our aim is to create as
much awareness, and bring
as much global attention as
possible to the many unique
features of Fiji,” Mr Viljoen
said.

“With this aircraft flying all
over our network, thou-
sands of people will see the
‘Island of Beqa’ name flying
proudly alongside the Fijian
flag. It will arouse curiosity
among visitors and Fijians
alike about the many special

attributes of Beqa.”

The aircraft is on a short-
term lease of four years,
while Fiji Airways evaluates
its future wide body fleet re-
quirements. It will allow Fiji
Airways to start direct flights
to Tokyo starting July 3rd ,
and increase frequency to ex-
isting routes like Singapore
and San Francisco.

The Fiji Airways jet fleet
now increases to 10, with
five A330s and five Boeing
737 aircraft.

Its subsidiary Fiji Link has
three ATR and four DHC-6
Twin Otter aircraft.

Remote infant
school set for
construction

ISAAC LAL

Village will now be able

to attend kindergarten
school right at home, thanks
to a project that will com-
mence in the coming weeks,
Commissioner Western Ma-
nasa Tagicakibau has con-
firmed.

Nadevo Village is one of
the most remote villages in
the highlands of Ba close to
the borders of Navosa and
Naitasiri.

Students here board to be
able to attend school at a
very young age in the nearby

INFANTS from Nadevo

villages.
“We send our children to
Nasivikoso, Bukuya and

Nadrala to attend school and
these are very small children
who need care and love to
be able to concentrate better
in school,” villager Ropate
Naraba said.

“To have a school in the
village would not only al-
low for protection and study
closer to home but also
would improve parents’ en-
gagement in the education
of their children.”

Prime Minister Voreqe
Bainimarama who recently
met with villagers of Nade-
vo said it was wrong to have
children as young as five
and six years old of having
to leave home for weeks to
be able to attend school.

“These are the most pre-
cious moments of our chil-
dren’s education when they
start school and need to be
closer to home to be able to
feel secured in the classroom
environment,” PM Bainima-
rama had said following his
meeting.

“I for one am not sup-
portive of having children
travel great distances to at-
tend school and we need to
ensure that this is not done
especially to children that
young.”

Mr Tagicakibau said the
request for an infant school
‘Natukatuka Infant School’
had been received and con-
struction would begin in the
coming weeks.

“We understand the plight
of the parents and villag-
ers and due to most of the
construction companies en-
gaged in the TC Winston
schools’ rehabilitation pro-
gramme, this was the reason
for the delay,” Mr Tagicak-
ibau said.

“That said construction of
the new infant school will
begin in the coming weeks.”
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Govt praised for

rural development

JOSAIA RALAGO

@ WE are grateful to the Govern-
ment for what they have done to
develop our district, says the mata

ni tikina Kubulau, Bua Paula Kolikata.
Mr Kolikata said this during the Bua
Provincial Meeting while expressing his
gratitude for the improvements they have
experienced in their lives in recent years.
The district is one of the far flung and
remote areas in the province with a dis-
tance of 79.3 kilometers from the next
town of Savusavu where they get most of
their goods and previously, Government

services as well.

“Today I would like to thank the Gov-

Landfill project
for Garden Island

JOSAIA RALAGO

NEW landfill site
has been located for
Taveuni, the Provin-

cial Administrator Kalivati
Rabuka told the Cakaudrove
District Meeting last week.

Mr Rabuka said that the project
was at its initial stages where
talks were being held between
the relevant stakeholders.

“The new site will be located
close to Nawiwi and talks are
currently underway between the
Roko Tui Cakaudrove, the Dis-
trict Officer Taveuni’s office and
the landowners for the initiation
of this project,” he said.

“The old landfill used to be lo-
cated close to Naqara and it was
a disadvantage because it was
too close to the Central Business
District.”

This landfill will cater for rate-
payers around the island.

The issue of a proper dumping
site was also raised at the Bua
Provincial Council Meeting ear-
lier at the Naulumatua House on
Tuesday.

While giving an update on the
Nabouwalu Town project, Town
and Country Planning officer
Manasa Tuilau called on the
council’s cooperation for the
identification of a proper dump-
ing site.

Mr Tuilau said that this was
very important towards the de-
velopment of Nabouwalu to be
a town.

He said a proper dumping site
would mean the classification of
garbage and not one where all
waste materials were dumped
together.

Mr Tuilau said that about
$5million was being used to-
wards the Nabouwalu Town
Project.

ernment for the great development that
has been taking place in our district,” Mr

Kolikata said.

assisted us.”

vated ones.

“Before, district representatives and vil-
lage headmen would have to pay a lot of
money to travel to Savusavu and return to
visit Government offices so issues within
their communities could be addressed.
But all these have changed; now we have
a Government Station and this has greatly

He added that students of Kubulau Dis-
trict School, which was badly affected
during Tropical Cyclone Winston in 2016,
now have a quality learning environment  out
with two new classrooms, and two reno-

“There are also five newly structured
teachers’ quarters, a dorm for the students,
a kitchen and a brand new hall that came
with this improvement,” Mr Kolikata
said.

“Also, seven villages within the district
had intermittent water supply because of
a problem with their source but now, they
have boreholes that ensures quality and
consistent water supply.

“A lot has been done and continues to
be done within this once ignored district
and one of them is the road improvement
works to Nabouwalu that is being carried

2

There are ten villages within the district.

FATHER of one from Biaugunu,
ASaqani in Cakaudrove shed tears

of joy as he received his Technical
College of Fiji Certificate in Plumbing and
Sheet Metal.

Kinivilame Vavalagi received his certifi-
cate during the three Northern Technical
College graduations in Labasa last week
Thursday.

Mr Vavalagi was a Year Eight dropout
more than a decade ago and had lost all
hopes of attaining further qualification.

“Today is an emotional day because I am
finally on my way to achieving my dreams
and that is to be a professional carpenter,”
he said.

“When [ left school, I thought that was it
for me and any possible future jobs, until I
was enrolled at the Naduna Technical Col-
lege.”

The fifth child of ten siblings said he faced
a lot of difficulties with his subjects and it
got to a point where he just lost all interest
in school when he was just 14 years old.

“I gave up on the school, I came to the
village, assisted my parents and years later
got married to my wife,” Mr Vavalagi said.

in Plumbing and Sheet Metal. Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO

Graduate lauds
free-education initiative

JOSAIARALAGO

Depending on yaqona farming as a source
of livelihood for many years, he said he
yearned to pursue his education in his field
of interest.

“I have the Government to thank for help-
ing me achieve my dream. I always wanted
to be a carpenter so I could build my own
dream house and I have had some practice
during my years in the village,” Mr Vava-
lagi said.

“I did not have to pay for my fees and I
learnt a lot of things. This paper will en-
able me to find formal employment and |
look forward to my first job as a certified
carpenter.”

Officiating at the event, the Divisional
Education Officer Northern Selemo Droka-
maisau urged the students that the gradua-
tion was not an end in itself.

“It is instead a part of a larger journey
of life. Life is a journey, and all accom-
plishments you achieve during its course
should be taken as starting points for fur-
ther achievements,” Mr Drokamaisau said.

A total of 291 students graduated from
Macuata-i-Cake Technical College, Ratu
Epeli Ravoka Technical College and Na-
duna Technical College at the Evangel
Temple Church in Labasa.

Village
rewarded for
conservation
work

JOSAIA RALAGO

RAWA village in the
interior of Vanua Levu
committed  towards

the conservation of their virgin
forests more than a decade ago.

This commitment was to en-
sure the preservation preserve
their natural resources and to
fight against climate change.

Eight landowning units in
Drawa, Cakaudrove who form
the Drawa Block Community
Cooperative, were also the first
community to receive pay-
ments to the tune of $20,700
for the sale of carbon units.

This payment was made pos-
sible through the Reducing
emissions from deforestation
and forest degradation pro-
gramme or REDD Plus which
attends to conservation, sus-
tainable management of forests
and enhancement of forest car-
bon stocks in developing coun-
tries.

Commissioner Northern
Jovesa Vocea said with defor-
estation contributing close to
20 percent to the global emis-
sion, this was a good example
of Fiji’s commitment towards
safeguarding the environment.

“Fiji through our national
REDD+  programme  and
through the milestone achieve-
ment set by the Drawa Block
programme indicate the level
of commitment Fiji is making
towards the 2030 Sustainable
Goals and the Paris Agree-
ment,” Mr Vocea said.

“As the President of the Con-
ference of Parties (COP) 23,
Fiji has a lead role to ensure
that the voice of the vulnerable
is heard.

“We are campaigning for
collaborative efforts towards
engaging absolute dedication
towards meeting a target of 1.5
degree Celsius.”

Drawa Block Community
Cooperative chairman Peni
Maisiri said they were thankful
to their elders and other stake-
holders for steering them in the
right direction.

“We are really happy because
of today’s occasion and the
conservation of our forests be-
gan with our elders.

“This not only safe keeps our
natural environment but is also
our contribution to our fight
against climate change,” Mr
Maisiri said.

The Drawa Forest Block site
covers 1,549.29 hectares which
is part of the regional Nakau
Porgramme and coordinated
within Fiji by Live and Learn.
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Rotuma Hospital nears completion

VILIAME TIKOTANI

EOPLE of Rotuma can
Pexpect to use their new

hospital by the end of
November this year.

A government delegation
headed by the Assistant Min-
ister for Rural and Maritime
Development and National
Disaster Management, Joeli
Cawaki were told of the chal-

Farmer

lenges being faced by the on-
going developments with capi-
tal projects on the island.

Construction works on the
Rotuma Hospital were hin-
dered due to the non-arrival of
building materials.

RFMF engineers reported
to the government delegation
that the setback was on the
shipping of building materials
from mainland Viti Levu to the

of the year
challenges

VILIAME TIKOTANI

EWLY-crowned Ro-
tuman  Agriculture
farmer of the year

award winner Rupeti Tivao
has challenged youths around
the country to make use of
their time wisely.

The 39 year old villager from
Pepjei district on the west-
ern side of Rotuman has had
humble beginnings filled with
challenges and obstacles.

“I used to drink a lot of grog
and alcohol as a young man. [
wasted a lot of time,” he said.

“Later I decided to change
my life with new goals and
ambitions. | then thought to
take up farming and not just
for the sake of it,” he said.
“The first thing I did was to
stop my late night grog ses-
sions. It was a challenge be-
cause there was a lot of peer
pressure but I was committed
and that is how I was able to
overcome it,” he said.

“Today I have been awarded
the farmer of the year award
because of the changes I was
able to bring about in my life
and I am thankful to the Min-
istry of Agriculture for the
support they have given me
which has played well in my
life as young farmer.”

The Ministry of Agriculture
show in Rotuma was held in
conjunction with annual Ro-
tuma Day celebration and the
annual yam and dalo competi-
tion.

“The annual yam and dalo
show is a tradition to Rotu-

AZoania

Assistant Minister Rural and Maritim
Development and National Disaster
Management, Joeli Cawaki with the
Rotuman Agriculture farmer of the
year Rupeti Tivao. Photo: VILIAME
TIKOTANI

mans. It is an avenue where
we show our ingenuity and
skills especially in the utilisa-
tion of land on the island,” Mr
Tivao said.

“Today is a celebration in
many ways for Rotuma and
for us farmers in bringing to
show the fruits of our toil.”

“I’ am thankful that 1 can
use the opportunity as a plat-
form to challenge our youths
here on the island and maybe
youths in Fiji about the sig-
nificance of using the land for
agricultural purposes.”

Tivao owns dalo, yam and
yaqona farms including poul-
try farms. He was given a
trophy and cash prize by the
Ministry.

island of Rotuma which is two
days away by sea.

Upon inspection, Asst Minis-
ter Cawaki discovered the con-
struction works has reached
beam level with the remaining
works expected to be complet-
ed by November this year.

“The Government has invest-
ed over $7million for the new
hospital in Rotuma which will
certainly assist everyone on

the island to have easy access
to modern medical facilities. It
would mean that services nor-
mally provided in Suva will be
offered on the island as well,”
he said.

“Now, a Better Fiji for All
basically means equal oppor-
tunities and equal access to
services”

“It is the role of the Govern-
ment to ensure equal access

to services such as education,
electricity, water, better health,
better roads and better com-
munication through infrastruc-
ture development.

“I am happy to see that in-
frastructure development has
gradually progressed on Ro-
tuma and that this Government
is fully aware of its role in pro-
viding the platform for basic
services to the people.”

T "

Assistant Minister Rural and Maritime Development and National Disaster Management, Joeli Cawaki inspecting works
carried out at the Rotuma Hospital site. Photo: VILIAME TIKOTANI

Assistant Minister inspects island road upgrade

VILIAME TIKOTANI

SSISTANT Minister
Rural and Maritime
Development and Na-

tional Disaster Management,
Joeli Cawaki believes farmers
will greatly benefit from the
works carried out on Rotuma
Central Road.

The Assistant Minister was
part of the Rotuma Day Cel-
ebrations on the island last
week.

He inspected the works on
the road that cuts through the

= =

island that was mostly used
by farmers to transport their
produce to the market or to
the capital city via the Oinafa
Wharf.

“I am glad that road condi-
tions have also vastly im-
proved in Rotuma over the
years. The Government is also
aware of the opportunities that
proper roads can offer for so-
cial and economic develop-
ment for the people on the is-
land,” he said.

“To this end, the Government
has invested a total of $4.4

million for the construction
of the Rotuma Central Road
which will be completed in the
current calendar year.”

Asst. Minister Cawaki said
the Government has an inclu-
sive and a holistic approach
towards the development of
maritime and outer islands.

On his inspections of the
roads the Asst. Minister was
also taken to visit some of the
successful farmers on the is-
land and most of whom have
used new technology to assist
with their farming.

Rotuman farmers showcase yam and dalo during the agriculture show on Rotuma. Photo: VILIAME TIKOTANI
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Village women
take up climate
change role

NANISE NEIMILA

HE challenge posed to gender

I equality in the context of climate

action is too great to be accom-
plished by governments alone.

With this in mind, women of Cakova
Village in Moala, Lau have decided to
actively participate in mitigation and
adaptation projects beginning with the
building of a seawall for their village to
protect their boundary from rising sea-
level is an accomplishment to combat
climate change.

Cakova Women’s Group president
Kerry Farrell (pictured in the middle),
said the construction of the seawall was
built back in 2011 in the face of the en-

Women of Cakova Village in Moala, Lau, have decided to actively participate in mitigation and adaptation projects beginning with the building of
a seawall for their village to protect their boundary from rising sea level. They say it is an accomplishment in the fight to combat climate change.

Photo: NANISE NEIMILA

croaching sea that leads to the village
being inundated with seawater.

She said the seawall will ultimately to
protect the future generation.

“We decided to fundraise and each
women in the village contributed $50
towards this project and so far it has
been useful in protecting our village
from flooding,” Ms Farrell said.

“We managed to buy cement and then
the men were able to construct the sea-
wall. We are thankful to the men for
their support and we even managed to
construct footpath.”

She adds that traditionally women
have not been seen as important in our
communities but the women of Cakova
are changing that perception with the
view that women can do anything.

Ms Farrell adds that women have been
a driving force towards the develop-
ment of the village, today you can see
a product of our hard work the seawalls.

Provincial Administrator Lau Eliki
Masa said climate change has a greater
impact on those sections of the popula-
tion, in all countries, that are most reli-
ant on natural resources for their liveli-
hoods and who have the least capacity
to respond to natural hazards, such as
droughts, landslides, floods and hurri-
canes.

“Women commonly face higher risks
and greater burdens from the impacts of
climate change in situations of poverty,
and the majority of the world’s poor are
women.”

“Women’s unequal participation in
decision-making processes and labour
markets compound inequalities and
often prevent women from fully con-
tributing to climate-related planning,
policy-making and implementation.”
“Women’s participation at the political
level has resulted in greater responsive-
ness to citizen’s needs, often increas-
ing cooperation across party and ethnic
lines and delivering more sustainable
peace. At the local level, women’s in-
clusion at the leadership level has led to
improved outcomes of climate related
projects and policies.”

The village of Cakova has total of 30
households with main source of income
for villagers are sourced from weaving
mats and also subsistence farming.

Govt help for

special needs kids

PRIYANKA LAL

STRONG focus on early
intervention is pivotal to
ensuring that people with
disability enjoy life to the fullest.

Attorney-General and Minister
responsible for Education Aiyaz
Sayed-Khaiyum emphasised this
key fact at the recent opening
of two new classrooms and the
launch of the Paediatric Mobil-
ity Devices Service at the Hilton
Early Intervention Centre in Suva.

The two new classrooms were
constructed through a government
grant of about $120,000.

A new walkway was also con-
structed that would provide shel-
tered access from the classrooms
to the Multi-Disciplinary Unit at
the centre.

The Frank Hilton Organisation
also acquired 100 mobility and
postural support devices worth
about $48,000 donated by the Ful-
ton Hogan Hiways Joint Venture.

The A-G said as stipulated in the
2013 Constitution, the rights of
persons of disabilities were para-
mount and it was something to
celebrate.

“It also places a particular duty
and obligation on the Government
to ensure that we do not leave out
people with disabilities on the pe-
riphery of our society. Any society
is as good as how well we look
after those on the margins of our
society,” the A-G said.

Fiji recently ratified the United
Nations Convention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities and
passed a disabilities law to ensure

Attorney-General Aiyaz Sayed-
Khaiyum with kids during the
launch of the Paediatric Mobility
Devices Service at the Hilton
Early Intervention Centre in
Suva.

Baby Jedidiah Teitiatoa tries .
out his new paediatric device.

Photos: PRIVANKA LAL
that those with spe- =
cial needs were well
looked after.

“There are many
challenges faced by
individual human be-
ings but with the right
intervention at the
right time, they will
not only be able to live
with dignity and self-
worth but be productive members
of our society,” the A-G added.

Meanwhile, Vilsoni Inia, the
father of a young recipient of a
new postural device, said the as-
sistance by Government and other
donors would help his son lead a
more comfortable life.

“My one-year-six month old
son, Jedidiah, is not able to move
around like other able-bodied

children. We are grateful for the
postural device because it will
support his posture, his feeding
and digestion which is a challenge
for my wife and [,” Mr Inia said.
The new ground-level wheel-
chair for Jedidiah would allow
him a lot of freedom in terms of
positioning and it is good for in-
door use with limited space as
well as durable.
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st outreach a success

ANSHOO CHANDRA

EVERAL communities in the
S Western Division have com-
mended the efforts of the Minis-
try of Health and Medical Services for
its intensified outreach to the public
through health advocacy programme.
Minister Akbar and her team from
the Environmental Health Unit visited
Bila settlement in Lautoka, Nakula
settlement in Sabeto, Saravi, Nawaka
and Matavouvou settlements in Nadi
last week.

During this visit, the health team in
partnership with UNICEF distributed
WASH (Water, Sanitation and Hy-
giene) kits to the communities. These
hygiene kits offer first line of defence
against spread of illness that are main-
ly communicable diseases. The team
has also provided disinfectant spray-

ing, cleaning up of debris, awareness
on prevention of communicable dis-
eases and general health checks as
some of these communities tried to
rebuild their lives after TC Josie.

Minister Akbar said that Ministry’s
strengthened partnership with the
communities have been instrumental
in ensuring that there was no major
diseases outbreaks experienced after
the series of flooding in west.

“I was impressed with the response
by these communities to work with
the Ministry through clean-up activi-
ties. One of the things they appreci-
ated was the WASH Kkits, the content
is very valuable. The support that
the public health team has within
these communities is reflected in the
positive responses we have gathered
through my visit and the fact that we
didn’t have any major outbreak after

TC Josie,” Minister Akbar said.

Speaking on behalf of the Mata-
vouvou settlement, Julie Maiwai com-
mended Minister Akbar for the timely
visit.

“In all these 13 years we have been
living here, Minister Akbar is the first
Minister to visit us. We appreciate this
strengthened support with the ministry
to help raise awareness on the preven-
tion of communicable and non-com-
municable diseases.

“We were in particular delighted to
hear that government has got the vac-
cine for the prevention of Meningo-
coccal disease. Our children will ben-
efit from this free vaccination rollout
and we are grateful that we have a car-
ing government that has ensured that
these vaccines have come in time for
our children”

“No other government in the past

years has visited us, Minister Akbar is
the first women leader to visit us and
speak to us about the issues we face
and we thank the government for as-
sisting us through, health, social wel-
fare and education programs,” Mrs
Maiwai elaborated.

Expressing similar sentiments, Save-
naca Sanoko the Turaga-ni-koro for
the Bila settlement acknowledged the
support provided by the Health Min-
istry for the development of his com-
munity.

“There is ongoing support from the
health team in terms of providing us
with regular visits, to provide infor-
mation on health and free medical
check-ups and wash kits. These have
built our confidence to work together
as a community to improve our liveli-
hood,” Mr Sanoko said.

Minister Akbar visits settlement, hears concerns
W LIRS -

ANSHOO CHANDRA

ty for the people of Saravi

settlement in Nadi to raise
their concerns directly with
the Minister for Health and
Medical Services, Rosy Ak-
bar.

Minister Akbar’s visit to this
community that largely de-
pends on fishing and subsist-
ence farming as their source
of livelihood was timely as
it faced the full brunt of TC
Keni.

The Health Ministry has
been assisting the severely af-
fected communities through
public health awareness pro-
grams, clean-up activities,
disinfectant spraying, health
checks and distribution of
WASH (water, sanitation and
hygiene) Kits.

Minister Akbar’s visit pro-
vided an opportunity to for the
community to have first-hand
discussion on ways they can
seek government assistance
for the development of their
community.

Tevita Buli, the turaga- ni-
koro thanked the health of-
ficials for their reach out to
informal settlements.

“We were appreciative of the
visit by Minister Akbar and
we are happy that we were
able to seek clarification on
ways to address some of the
challenges we faced. We are

IT was a unique opportuni-

We were appreciative
of the visit by Minister
Akbar and we are happy
that we were able to
seek clarification on
ways to address some
of the challenges we
faced. We are hopeful
that the Ministry

will be able to take
these concerns

Minister for Health and Medical Services, Rosy Akbar with residents of Bila Settlement in Lautoka. Photo: ANSHOO CHANDRA
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Children of Saravi settlement in Nadi greet Minister for Health and Medical Services, Rosy Akbar during her visit.
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hopeful that the Ministry will
be able to take these concerns
up to the relevant authorities.

“It is through Government’s
assistance we have been able
to get electricity in our com-
munity. I have been here for
the last 25 years, and finally
our prayers have been an-

up to the relevant
authorities.

Turaga- ni-koro, Saravi
Settlement, Tevita Buli

swered when seven of the
houses have started to receive

electricity as of last year

“We are also appreciative
of the educational assistance
given to our children. We
thank the Government for
reaching out to us and helping
us with programs to uplift our
livelihood,” Mr Buli said.

In a similar visit to Nakula

settlement in Latuoka, Minis-
ter Akbar met with the com-
munity to advocate on the
health programs and distrib-
ute WASH kits.

Nakula Settlement represent-
ative, Mrs Uniasi Rokodamu
thanked the Government dele-
gation for the visit. They were

pleased with the interactive
discussions with Minister Ak-
bar not only on health issues
but other issues relative to the
growth of the community.
Minister Akbar thanked the
communities for their on-
going support to the Health
Ministry.
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Three-pronged
effort to combat
Invasive
species

PRIYANKA LAL

OVERNMENT is
working in part-
nership with the

Biosecurity Authority of
Fiji (BAF) and the United
Nations Development
Program (UNDP) to ad-
dress the issue of invasive
species in the country.

The Fiji Invasive Alien
Species Project document
was signed this week
at the UNDP Pacific
Office in Suva by the
Attorney-General Aiyaz
Sayed-Khaiyum, UNDP
country director Bakhodir
Burkhanov and BAF act-
ing chief executive officer
Hillary Kumwenda.

While speaking at the
signing, the A-G said
the project document
would strengthen capac-
ity building in Fiji to
manage and curb the
Giant Invasive Iguana on
Taveuni, Qamea, Laucala,
Matagi and throughout
the country.

“Can you imagine if we
have some of the giant
iguanas swimming around
in Denarau and what it
would do to our tourism
industry where the bulk
of the hotels are. We need
to be aware of the enor-
mity of the impact of such
species in terms of the
integrity of our biodiver-
sity,” the A-G said.

The Fijian Government
successfully accessed
a grant of about $7.3
million from the Global
Environment Facility
(GEF) for this project,
which was being utilised
by BAF.

“We need to strengthen
capacity building at BAF
as the organisation has a
lot of work on its hands.
We need to inject more
resources into BAF and
ensure law enforcement,”
the A-G said.

The project would also
help strengthen Fiji’s
border controls, early de-
tection and rapid response
capabilities.

“We have had people at
border control who previ-
ously turned the other
way when people have
brought in species into the
country.

“Whether it’s corruption
or because they know the
person, it needs to stop,”
the A-G added.
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Minister for Youth and Sports, Laisenia Tuitubou with participants during the Eastern Division Stakeholder Consultation Workshop in Suva. Photo: NATASHA BEGUM

Youths urged to

NATASHA BEGUM

OUTHS have been urged to
—1 become the voice in the fight
against ~ Non-Communicable
Diseases (NCDs) and climate change.
Minister for Youth and Sports, Laisenia
Tuitubou made the comment while open-
ing the Eastern Division Stakeholder
Consultation Workshop in Suva adding
that youths had the ability to bring about
new ideas into the society.
“Youths are the leaders. You bring about
positive changes in society. We need to

help you build your capacities and en-
hance your abilities to become entrepre-
neurs, to become the voice in the fight
against NCD’s and climate change,” he
said.

“Such workshops provide us with an
opportunity to understand, appreciate
and utilise the existing skills and talents
of our youths — that can be used for far
greater economic return.”

Minister Tuitubou highlighted that par-
ticipants would have the opportunity to
voice their concerns, opinions and give

help NCD battle

stakeholders a chance to respond, share
best practices and business ideas, and
achievements to motivate young people.

Youth representative of Lau Urban,
Isimeli Koro said with youths making
significant chunk of the society, it was
important that they be involved in deci-
sion making processes.

“We are the future of tomorrow and we
need to be involved in decision making
process as what we do today affects our
tomorrow,” he said.

Akbar opens

NATASHA BEGUM

HE newly-refurbished
I Oncology Ward at the
Colonial War Memo-
rial Hospital will provide
cancer patients a comfortable
and homely environment to
recover harmoniously.
Minister for Health and
Medical Services, Rosy Ak-
bar while opening the ward
thanked the ANZ Staff Foun-
dation for their unwavering
commitment and generosity
in undertaking the renovation
works at the ward.
“The ANZ Staff Founda-

L

newly-refurbished ward

W

Minister for Health and Medical Services, Rosy Akbar while opening the ward thanked the ANZ Staff Foundation for their
unwavering commitment and generosity in undertaking the renovation works at the newly-refurbished Oncology Ward

(INSET) at the Colonial War Memorial Hospital. Photos: NATASHA BEGUM

tion in partnership with the
Ministry of Health and Medi-
cal Services has completed

a number of refurbishments
and we mark another one
with the CWM Oncology
Ward. These are wonderful
changes that create a com-
fortable environment where

cancer patients can receive
counselling, treatment and
recover harmoniously,” Min-
ister Akbar said.

“This has given a new look
and image to the ward that
will be appeasing to both the
patients and their families
who will access this ward.”

Minister Akbar took the
opportunity to highlight that
cancer was one of the life
threatening diseases in Fiji
with cases steadily rising.

“The Oncology Ward serves
10 to 15 patients in a day and
as we all know that cancer
is one of the life threatening

diseases. It has become a
global epidemic and affects
people of all ages. Sup-

port through the corporate
sector will go a long way in
ensuring that proper care and
treatment is provided to those
who reach out to our Oncol-
ogy Unit.”
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GIRMITIYAS ‘DESERVE

TO BE RECOGNISED’

PRASHILA DEVI and
MEREANI GONEDUA

S the 139th anniversary
of the first arrival of the
ship carrying indentured

labourers was marked, Fijians
of all descent have been urged
to learn each other’s history and
the struggles that their forefathers
had to undergo.

Attorney-General and Minister
for Economy, Aiyaz Sayed-Khai-
yum said there was immense toil
that our forefathers had to under-
go but not much of this has been
brought under spotlight or in the
mainstream.

“Since the colonial days, we have
not spoken openly about the strug-
gles that our forefathers had to un-
dergo, the whipping and hardships
that the girimitiyas had to with-
stand or the outbreak of measles
that claimed the lives of thousands
from the iTaukei community,” the
A-G said

“These stories need to be talked
about openly and not only that, we
should look at how they overcame
these struggles, how the indentured
labourers, who were mostly uned-
ucated yearned for a better life for
their descendants and established
schools in some of the remotest
parts of the country.”

The A-G was speaking at ‘Re-
membering Fiji’s Girmit Heritage’
celebrations held in Suva.

In Parliament last week, he told
Members of Parliament that a
century ago advocates in the Gir-
mitiya community made very clear
that all they wanted was equality;
all they wanted was an equal voice
and equal stake in our national life.

“The dream for common and
equal citizenry Fiji have been a
dream deferred for more than a

The dream for common
and equal citizenry Fiji
have been a dream
deferred for more than

a century until this
Government finally made
it happen; until this
Government realised the
dreams of A.B. Patel, S.B.
Patel, Pundit Vishnu Deo
and all those indentured
labourers brought

fo our shores those
many years ago along
with their descendants

Attorney-General and Minister for
Economy, Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum

century until this Government fi-
nally made it happen; until this
Government realised the dreams of
A B. Patel, S.B. Patel, Pundit Vish-
nu Deo and all those indentured la-
bourers brought to our shores those
many years ago along with their
descendants.”

“Over the past 12 years, our pro-
gress has shown that a united Fiji
and an equal Fiji, is a very strong
Fiji.”

“We have shown that when we
empower every member of our so-
ciety, we will succeed: young Fiji-
ans, our landowners, our civil serv-
ants, Fijian women, Fijian youths,
Fijians living with disabilities will
all succeed,” the A-G said.

A-G, Fiji Airways
welcome Island of Beqga

Attorney-General and Minister
responsible for Civil Aviation
Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum was

on hand with the senior
management and staff of Fiji
Airways and invited guests from
Beqa Island to welcome the
newest addition to its fleet, an
Airbus A330-200 named “Island
of Beqa”.

Speaking at the naming
ceremony, the A-G congratu-
lated the national carrier for

the addition to the fleet and the
people of Beqga for having an
aircraft named after their island.
“Fiji Airways is at the forefront of
marketing Fiji,” he said.

“This is the only company from
Fiji that people in all these
major cities (which Fiji Airways
flies to) will see.”

Arriving from Abu Dhabi
recently, the aircraft will be
ready for commercial operations
soon with 18 Business and

233 Economy Class seats,

and features personal inflight
entertainment screens in both
cabins.

The Fiji Airways jet fleet now
increases to 10, with five A330s
and five Boeing 737 aircraft.
More details on Page 10.

Photo: ISAAC LAL
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oda Viti

Tomani
tiko na
talanoa

LAISIASA KUBU
E BONN, GERMANY

NA tomani tiko na
Talanoa me baleta
na draki veisau

me yacova yani na bose
ka tarava mai Poladi ena
ika 29 ni Okotova,

Ogqori na veika e va-
karaitaka na turaga na
Paraiminisita ka Peresit-
edi talega ni COP23 ko
Josaia Voreqe Bainima-
rama ni cava tiko na vei-
talanoa mai Bonn e Jam-
ani ena macawa sa oti.

“Me  yacova  yani
na gauna koya au sa
vakaugeti kemuni moni
tomana tiko na nomuni
bose vata monic au kina
kina buturara ni veital-
anoa 0qo.”

“Na italanoa koni wasea
oni na wasea vata ena
ripote na [PCC Special
Report baleta na 1.5 na
Degrees- ena yavutaki
kina na vakarautaki kece
ni ripote,”tukuna ko PM
Bainimarama.

“Ena lewena na isau ni
taro eso —me vaka na va-
nua eda sa tiko kina, evei
na vanua eda via lako
kina, eda na yaco ki kina
vakacava, mera raica na
Minisita.”

“Sa bibi kina ena vica na
vula sa koto e matamuni
moni raica na mataqali
veitalanoa vakacava ko
namaka mena vakayaco-
ra na nomu Minisita se na
mataqali ulutaga vakaca-
va ena vosa kina,”’tukuna
ko PM Bainimarama.

“Au sa vakaugeti ke-
muni ni ko ni yaco yani
ki na nomuni vanua moni
vakaugeti koya nanomu-
ni Minisita me vakarau
ena kena vakayacori na
veitalanoa.

“Sa gadrevi vakalevu na
yalodinataki ni veiqaravi
0qo. Ena sega tale ni dua
na kena gauna ena loma
ni lima na yabaki ka tara-
va. Ena gauna oya esa
rawa ni rui bera.”

\

0go na gauna dokai ni nodrau veitalanoa na iliuliu ni matanitu e rua, na Paraiminisita e Viti ko Vorege Bainimarama kei Shinzo Abe na
Paraiminisita ni matanitu ko Japani. iTaba: NATASHA BEGUM

Qagaco na
veimaliwai

SOLO LEWANAVANUA

A gaqaco vinaka sara na veimaliwai
S nei Viti ki Japani. Vakaraitaka na

tikina oqo na Paraiminisita Voreqe
Bainimarama ena nodrau veitalanoa kei na
Paraiminisita ni Japani o Shinzo Abe.

Ni laurai na tukutuku ni veivoli nei Viti
kei Japani me tekivu mai na noda tuvakata-
ki keda me yacova mai na yabaki 2015 na
levu ni veivoli nei Japani e Viti e 5,636 na
milioni na Yen e volekata na F$105.79m.

Ko Japani e volia tiko na ivoli nei Viti
me vaka na suka, , na ika, na koula, na
kauvaro, na waiwai niu , na ginger, na isulu
kei na falawa.

Sa cau talega ko Japani ena ena ilavo ni
veivuke veivakatorocaketaki se grants me
yacova mai na yabaki 2015 sa vakayaga-
taka oti ko Japani e Viti na ilavo levu ena
27,796 e volekata na F$521,488m.

Sa veivuke talega vakalevu ko Japani ena
sikolasivi ni nodra lai vuli kina na lewe
ni noda vanua ena Japanese Government
Scholarship.

Me tekivu mai na yabaki 1990 sa dau
veivuke tiko mai kina ki Viti ko Japani ena
335 GPP (Grants Assistance of Grassroot
Human Security Projects na veivakatoro-
caketaki kece oqo na kena isau vakailavo e
F$47.4m.

Vakavinavinakataka ko PM Bainimarama
na veitokoni nei Japani ena veivakatoro-
caketaki e Viti ena veiyabaki sa sivi me
yacova mai ni kua.

“Sa rawa nida vakanamata yani ki liu ena
toroicake tale ni ni nodrau veimaliwai ko
Viti kei Japani,”tukuna ko PM Bainima-
rama.

“Na bose ni kua kei sa rawa ni talave cake
kina na veimaliwai nei Viti kei Japani kina
dua tale na ivakatagedegede.”

Sa rawa nida vakanamata
yani ki liu ena toroicake
tale ni ni nodrau
veimaliwai ko Viti kei
Japani. Na bose ni kua
kei sa rawa ni talave

cake kina na veimaliwai
nei Viti kei Japani

kina dua tale na
Ivakatagedegede.

Paraiminisita Voreqe
Bainimarama
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MAI NA IMAWI: Na Vosa Vakadua ko Anthony Gates, Peresitedi Konrote kei

na Turaga ni Lewa vou ko Lisiate Fotofili.

MAI NA IMAWI: Na Vosa Vakadua ko Anthony Gates, Peresitedi Konrote kei na

Turaga ni Lewa vou ko Timoci Qalinauci.

Vosa bubului e rua na

Turaga ni Lewa vou

SOLO LEWANAVANUA

rau sa curu vou kina Tabana ni

Lawa e Viti e rua na Turaga ni

Lewa vou se Resident Magis-
trate.

Oya ko Timoci Qalinauci kei Lisi-
ate Fotofili, rau sa laki vosa bubului
¢ matana na turaga na Peresitedi ni
noda vanua ko Jioji Konusi Konrote.

Ko Qalinauci ¢ rawata na ivola ni
Post Graduate Diploma in Legal

Practice kei na Bachelor of Law ena
Univesiti ni Ceva ni Pasifika.

A curu kina cakacaka vakaloya ko
Qaliniuci ena yabaki 2008 ka veiqar-
avi kina vaka loya ni Mataveilewai
e Cake ka Senior Legal Officer ni
Vale ni Volavola ni Dau Veibeitaki ni
Matanitu ena yabaki 2013.

Ko Fotofili e rawata na ivola ni Post
Graduate Certificate in Corruption
Studies ena Univesit mai Hong Kong
ka rawata na Post Graduate Diploma

in Legal Practice keina Bachelor of
Law ena Univesiti ni Ceva ni Pasi-
fika.

Sa 12 na yabaki na nona cakacaka
tu vaka dau ni veibeitaki ka loya e
qarava na cala bibi ena Vale ni Vola-
vola ni Dauveibeitaki ni Matanitu.

E rau a tiko talega ena soqo ni
nodrau bubului na Turaga ni Lewa e
rua oqo na Vosa Vakadua ko Anthony
Gates kei na Chief Registra ko Yohan
Liyanage

Vukei na bisinisi
ni itabagone

SOLO LEWANAVANUA

A veivuke na Minisitiri

ni iTabagone kei na

Qito kei na Matanitu
ko Jaina ena $10,000 me voli
kina nodra iyaya na itabagone
me vukea nodra bisinisi.

Na iyaya ni bisinisi ena voli
oya e oka kina na speakers,
na ikoti ni co, kei na teveli ni
tatavu kei na vuqa tale.

La’ki solia na veivuke oya
vua na ni Minisita ni iTa-
bagone kei na Qito ko Laise-
nia Tuitubou na Mata nei
Jaina e Viti ko Gu Yu.

“Sa tomana tikoga na Ma-
tanitu na nodra vukei na
noda itabagone e Viti mera
tadolava yani na vuravura
ni Dbisinisi, Era vakavulici
ena veimataqali vuli tara kei
na bisinisi me vukea nodra
bula,” kaya ko Minisita Tu-
itubou.

Vakavinavinakataka ko
Minisita Tuitubou na veivuke
nei Jaina.

“Era marautaka vakalevu
na itabagone ni itikotiko ni
veivakavaletaki e Vakatora
ni iyaya ni bisinisi oqo era na
vakila na kena yaga na nodra
dui matavuvale,” kaya ko
Minisita Tuitubou.

Vakaoqo e dua na mala ni
vosa ni mata nei Jaina e Viti
ko Gu Yu.

“Na mataqali veivuke vaka-
0qo e sega walega ni kauti ira
na itabagone kina vuravura ni
bisinisi e rawa talega ni va-
kayagataki kina na veika era
sa vulica oti mai,” kaya ko Gu

Vuli ni
itabagone ni
iwasewase
ena Tokalau

SOLO LEWANAVANUA

AKARAITAKA
na Minisita ni iTa-
bagone kei na Qito
ko Laisenia Tuitubou nira
mai vuli vata na itabagone
ni Rotuma, Lau, Kadavu kei
Lomaiviti baleta ni duidui na
yanuyanu era dui tiko kina.
Era mai vakaitavi ena caka
vuli oqo na veitabana ni vuli
tara, ko ira na dau ni bisinisi,
kei ira na dau teitei me rawa
ni veisautaka na nodra rai na
itabagone.
“Me vukici na nodra itovo

e T, N p——
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Ko Minisita ni iTabagone kei na Qito ko Laisenia Tuitubou kei ira na itabagone ni iwasewase na Tokalau.

ni rai vata na nodra vakasama
kina nodra iyaubula. Era mai
vakaraitaki ira eso era sa cici
tu mai vakabisinisi, ra cici tu
mai vaka dau teitei, me rawa
ni veisautaka na nodra rai me

ivurevure ni ilavo na iyau
bula e tiko vei ira,”kaya ko
minisita Tuitubou.

“Me rawa ni toroi cake
kina nodra ivakatagadegede
ni bula se nodra livelihood.

Na teitei me rawa tu kina na
kana kei na teitei me rawa
kina na ilavo.”

“E ratou mai caka vuli tiko
0qo na tabana mai na FNTC
kei na FNU, dua na marama

e vakabisinisi Virgin Coco-
nut oil tiko mai Matuku. Sa
tauyavu tiko na nona bisini-
si mai Matuku,”tukuna ko
minisita Tuitubou.

“Mera vakarautaki mera

dau teitei mera vakayagataka
na iyaubula e tu wavoliti ira
me nodra ivurevure ni ilavo.
Koya na inaki ni vuli ma-
cawa dua vei ira na iwase-
wase na tokalau.”

Siga Tabu, 20 ni Me, 2018
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S10K vei Cikamatana

SOLO LEWANAVANUA

A solia na Minisitiri ni iTa-
bagone kei na Qito e ¢ $10 na
udolu vei Eileen Cikamatana
na goneyalewa yabki 19 ka rawata na
metali koula vei Viti ena Common-
wealth Games ena lave ka bibi.
Solia na ilavo oqo ko Minisita Laise-
nia Tuitubou vei tinai Eileen Cikama-
tana ko Maria Makitalena.

“Au vakavinavinaka vakalevu kina
Matanitu ena nona loloma, ko Eileen e
tiko sara qoka mai New Caledonia te-
reni tiko me baleta na Oceania Games
ena vula mai oqo. Oti ga oya ena la’ki
qito sara ena Junior Championship.
Na ilavo oqo ena veivuke vakalevu
ena nona vakavakarau,” tukuna ko
Makitalena.

Soli talega $5 na udolu vei Apolo-
nia Vaivai ena nona rawata na metali

varasa ena lave ka bibi.

E soli talega e $5 na udolu vei Win-
ston Hill ena nona rawata na metali
varasa ena veivacu.

“0qo sa dua na tamani veivuke levu
sa na yaga sara vakelevu vei iratou na
noqu matavuvale,” tukuna ko Vaivai.

Tukuna ko Minisita Tuitubou ni ila-
vo oya sai vakamalua ni nodra rawa
metali ka na vakauqeti ira mera rawa
metali tiko vakalevu vei Viti.

Ko Eileen Cikamatana.

Qaravi vmaka na siga kei Rotuma

VILIAME TIKOTANI

AKARAITAKA na

District  Officer e

Rotuma ko Osea Ra-
vukivuki ni qaravi vinaka
sara na Siga kei Rotuma.

“Na siga kei Rotuma dau
donuya tiko na ika 13 ni siga
ni vula ko Me ena veiyabaki.
Ena yabaki oqo sa mai nanumi
me mai vakayacori ena siga
vakaraubuka na ika 11 ni siga
me vaka ni siga tabu tiko na
ika 13 ni siga.”

“Sa mai qaravi sara vakavi-
naka ra mai sureti kina na tur-
aga na ivukevuke ni minisita
ena taudaku ni koro lelevu ko
Hon. Joeli Cawaki,” tukuna ko
Ravukivuki.

Tomana ko Ravukivuki ni
gauna oqo ¢ tolu na veivaka-
torocaketaki lelevu e vakaya-
cori tiko e Rotuma.

Vakaisalusalutaki toka ko District Officer e Rotuma ko Osea Ravukivuki. iTaba: VILIAME TIKOTANI

“Kenai matai na kena mai
vakalevutaki na iroro ni waqa-
vuka. Ka nanumi ni sa na rawa
ni ro mai Rotuma na waqa-
vuka levu ka na veivuke ena
nodra usani na lewenivanua
vakina na ivoli ena kena kau
yani e Viti Levu kei na vei-
yanuyanu voleka e Rotuma,”

kaya ko Ravukivuki.

“Na ikarua beka ga na
gaunisala ni teitei takosova
tiko na yanuyanu ko Rotuma
me vukea na kena vakalelevi
mai na ivoli kei na veika me
vakau kina makete.”.

Tomana ko Ravukivuki ni
ikatolu ka usutu levu oya na

nodra vukei na tabana ni bula
na kena mai vakadaberi vou e
dua na valenibula levu e Ro-
tuma.

“Na veiqaravi e qaravi ena
valenibula mai Suva sana mai
qaravi talega ena yanuyanu
ko Rotuma,” kaya ko Ravuki-
vuki.

CCIMMUNITY TRAINING FOR

"FAMILY CAFIEGIVERS"

Ko ira na tiko ena vuli ni veigaravi vei ira na matua se caregiver kei na Minisita ni Marama, Gone kei na Valuti ni Dravudravua ko Mereseini Vuniwaga kei na

Vakalevutaka
nomu sasaga

SOLO LEWANAVANUA

A bolei ira na lewe 700
na tauri ivola ena Tech-
nical College of Fiji, ena
muaira na Minisita ni Veivaka-
cakacakataki ko Jone Usamate
mera vakalevutaka na nodra
sasaga ena veika lelevu era via
rawata ena nodra bula.
“Ni vakalevutaka na takete ko

ni via rawata ka vatubura na
kilaka sa tiko rawa moni vuku
sara. Ko ira na tamata rawaka
e vuravura era lako curuma na
dredre mera rawata na veika
era taketetaka,”kaya ko Minisi-
ta Usamate.

“Au vakauqgeti kemuni moni
yaco mo ni ivurevure talega
ni  veivakacakacakataki ka
moni tovolea na porokaramu
ni  Young Entrepreneurship
Scheme (YES).

Na porakaramu oqo koni
vakaugeti kina na itabagone

yabaki 18 kina 30 ka sa vakaca-
vara na nomuni vocational se
technical diploma se degree
moni bulia mai ¢ so na vakasa-
ma vou ka rawa ni vakavure
cakacaka.”

Tomana ko Minisita Usamate
ni gadrevi tiko ena gauna oqo
na kenadau se trade people kei
na technicians ka gadrevi mera
tarai cake na kenadau vaka oqo
e Viti.

“Sa gadrevi me ugeti na kila-
ka e Viti ena rawati ena vuli
cakacaka ena koronivuli ni

Vunivola Tudei Dr Josefa Koroivueta.

vuli tara ni TVET(Technical
and Vocational Education and
Training)”,” kaya ko Minisita
Usamate.

“Sa gadrevi vakalevu me tubu
na trade sector, me vakayag-
taki na ilavo vei ira na tamata
e rawa nira cakava ka sega ni
vosa walega.”

Era sa vakacavara e 5353 na
gonevuli ena Technical Col-
lege of Fiji ena vuli leleka ena
2017 ka sa tubu talega na iwili-
wili ni gonevuli mai na yabaki
2015-2017.

Vakavakarau
e na dola ni
valenibula

VILIAME TIKOTANI

RA sa nanamaki
na lewe ni vanua e
Rotuma ena dola
ni valenibula vou e kea
ena vula ko Noveba oqo.

Sikova na yanuyanu
ko Rotuma ena macawa
sa oti na iVukevuke ni
Minisita ni Veivakatoro-
caketaki ena Taudaku ni
Koro lelevu kei na Vei-
yanuyanu ko Joeli Cawa-
ki kei ira na vakailesilesi
vakamatanitu.

Dikeva rawa ko Minisi-
ta Cawaki edua na bole-
bole ni tara valenibula
0qo na sega ni waga me
kauta mai na iyaya ni
taravale.

Sa vakasalataki na Di-
visional Planing Officer
ko Viliame Kaiyabia
ko Minisita Cawaki me
vakabibitaka na vaka-
vodoki ni iyaya ni tara
valenibula ena waqa ki
Rotuma.

Raica rawa ko Minisita
Cawaki ni sa yaco toka
ena isa ni vale na tara va-
lenibula oya ka namaka
mena dola na valenibula
ena vula ko Noveba ni
2018.

“Na Matanitu e sa vaka-
tubuilavotaka e $7m ena
tara ni valenibula vou
oqo ka na qaravi kina
na veiqaravi kece e caka
tiko ena valenibula mai
Suva,” kaya ko Minisita
Cawaki.

“Au vakabauta ni itavi
ni Matanitu me raica
nodra qaravi vakatau-
tauvata na lewe ni va-
nua ena gaunisala, wai,
livaliva, tiko bulabula
kei na sala ni veitaratara.
Au raica ni sa duamaka
sara ko Rotuma ni vaka-
tauvatani noqu a veisiko
mai ena tolu na yabaki sa
oti.”

Siga Tabu, 20 ni Me, 2018
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S ' Siga kel Rot
Era Sinai yani ena itikotiko ni Matanitu mai Ahau e Rotuma na lewe ni vanua ena yanuyanu
ciri yawa oya ena kena marautaki na Siga kei Rotuma ni 2018.

Era tiko talega kina na vakailesilesi vakamatanitu ka liutaki ira yani na ivukevuke ni
Minisita ni Veivakatorocaketaki ena Taudaku ni koro lelevu kei na veiyanuyanu ko Joeli

Cawaki.
Vakayacori talega kina na vakaraitaki vuanigele me vaka na dalo na uvi kei vuanigele tale H H
we | Taleitaki na Government Roadshow e Moala, Lau
iTaba: VILIAME TIKOTANI Sa dua na gauna marautaki vei ira na lewe ni yanuyanu Mataniu.

ko Moala mai Lau na kena la’ki vakayacori yani na soqo A vulagi dokai kina na Vunivola Tudei ni

ni vakaraitaki Cakacaka ni Matanitu ena macawa sa oti. vevakavakatorocaketaki ena taudaku ni koro lelevu kei

Sa kau vakavoleka yani kina kina nodra matanikatuba na veiyanuyanu ko Me;leti Bainimarama.

na veiqaravi kece ni Matanitu me vaka na Tabana ni Mo sarava sarava mada yani na itaba ni soqo lagilagi

- Teitei, na Tabana ni caka TIN naba, na Tabana ni caka oya ena koro vakaturaga mao Naroi e Moala ena yasana

Va ka b u I a b u I ata kl iVola ni Sucu, na Tabana ni Soko, na Tabacakacak ko Lau.
iTaukei, Tabana ni Veivakalivalivataki, Tabana ni

Veivakavaletaki ena taudaku ni koro lelevu, Tabana iTaba: NANISE NEIMILA

ni Leqa Tubukoso, kei na veitabana ena taudaku ni

na tei koko

Era sa vakaugeti na dau tei koko ena noda vanua ena nodra soqo ka vakarautaka na
Minisitiri ni Teitei mai Korovou mai Tailevu.

A vulagi dokai kina na Vunivola Tudei ni Tabana na Teitei ko David Kolitagane.

Sa lalawataka na Matanitu me vakabulabulataki tale na itei oqo na koko ka ni tu na kena
makete ena noda vanua kei vuravura.

Mo sarava sara mada yani na kena itaba era koto oqori.

iTaba: VILIAME TIKOTANI

Siga Tabu, 20 ni Me, 2018
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SOLO LEWANAVANUA

A nodra tauri ivola e 152 na

marama kei na turaga mai na

koronivuli na Australia-Pacific
Technical College era sa cau kina kena
tosoi ni tamata cakacaka kilaka ena
noda vanua.

Ogqori na ka e vakaraitaka na Minisita
ni Marama, Gone kei na Valuti ni Drav-
udravua ko Mereseini Vuniwaqa.

Era tauri ivola na ilawalawa oqo ena
vakatagedegede ni Ositerelia ena caka-
caka duidui ka vulici ena koronivuli oya.

“Na APTC esa cau vakalevu ena kena
vakalevutaki na kilaka vakacakacaka e
Viti. Era sa vakavulici oti kina e 3700 me
tekivu mai na 2007,” tukuna ko Minisita
Vuniwaga.

“Era vakavulici ena veimataqali kilaka
vakacaka na lewenivanua e Viti ka wili
kina ko ira na vakaleqai tu na ituvaki ni
yagodra.”

Vakavinavinaka ko minisita Vuniwaqa
kina matanitu ko Ositerelia ena nona vei-
vakavulici tiko vei ira na lewei Viti. Sa
sotavi tiko na gagadre ni noda vanua me
baleta na veisiga ni mataka. Ka veisisivi
kina ko Viti kei na kilaka vakacakacaka

Toso cake na kila
ka vakacakacaka

oL .

Ko Minisita ni Yalewa, Gone kei na Valuti ni Bula Dravudravua Mereseini Vuniwaqa, kena Vunivola

tudei Dr Josefa Koroivueta kei ratou na dau ni veivakavulici se APTC facilitator ena vuli ni dauveigaravi

ni veivanuatani.

“Au doka na itavi esa vakayacora na
APTC ni sa vukei ira e levu na lewe ni
noda vanua mera vulica na veikilaka vo-
vou eso. Sa rawa talega kina nira kune
cakacaka, ka vuavuai kina na noda va-
nua,” tukuna ko Minisita Vuniwaqa.

“Na minisitiri oqo esa cau talega ena
nodra vakatorocaketaki na marama e Viti
ena porokaramu ka vakatokai na Pacific
Women Shaping Pacific Development
program.”

ni vuvale (Family Caregivers) e Ovalau, Levuka.

Vakavinavinaka talega ko Minisita
Vuniwaqa kina matanitu ko Ositerelia
ena nona solia mai e $300m kina vei-
yanuyanu ena Pasifika me sotavi kina na
draki veisau ena Green Climate Fund.

Vakacaucautaka talega ko Minisita
Vuniwaqa na rawaka ni veikoronivuli
torocake e Viti baleta ni na vakatau kina
na bula vakailavo nei Viti kei na toso ni
bula raraba. Vakauasivi na nodra vaka-
torocaketaki na tamata cakacaka e Viti
mera tamata cakacaka kilaka.

Delana ka solia vata kei na

Ko ira na cauravou tauri ivola ni sere idini ena vanua ni Veivakadodonutaki mai Levuka Ovalu.

Tauri ivola ni sere idini lalai

SOLO LEWANAVANUA

dua na nodra sala ni bisinisi

rautakia na vuli oqo.

RA sa tauri ivola e

lewe 27 na curu tu ena

Tabana ni Veivaka-
dodonutaki vakina ¢ 17 na
kena ovisa mai Levuka mai
Ovalau.

A laki solia nodra sivikiti ni
oti na vuli sereidini lalai na
ivukevuke ni Minisita ni iTa-
bagone kei na Qito ko Iliesa

nodra dui kato ni iyaya caka-
caka se tool box kei na iyaya
ni qito.

Tukuna ko Vukevuke ni
Minisita Delana ni minisitiri
e yalo dina me vakavulici ira
kece na itabagone.

“Na vuli ni sereidini lalai
e kena inaki me solia vei
ira na itabagone na kilaka e
rawa nira tekivutaka kina ¢

nira suka mai na vanua ni
veivakadodonutaki,” kaya ko
vukevuke ni Minisita Delana.
“Na ministiri e tokoni ira
kece na itabagone mera dui
rawata nodra dui bisinisi.”

Ko Timilai Siga e dua na
lewe ni vuli oqo e vakavi-
navinaka ni vulica na serei-
dini lalai ka vakavinavinaka
kina Matanitu ena kena vaka-

“Oqo se gai isevu ni gauna
meu curuma kina e dua na
vuli vakaoqo,” kaya ko Siga.

Dua tale na lewe ni vuli ko
Titoko Metui, e kaya vaka-
0qo ne; “ Au sa qai kila ena
vuli 0qo na cava na idini, na
iyaya me vakayagataki, kei
na kena vakavinakataki ke-
vaka e leqa, Sa dua na dina
na vuli vinaka.”

Na dau teitei ni yabaki 2018 ena
yanuyanu ko Rotuma ko Rupeti
Tivao ka mai cigoma tiko na
nona icovi mai vei Minisita Joeli
Cawaki. iTaba: VILIAME TIKOTANI

Dau teitei ni
yabaki ni Rotuma

VILIAME TIKOTANI

OQOTA na icovi

ni dau teitei ni ya-

baki ena yanuyanu
ciri a mai Rotuma ko
Rupeti Tivao e dua na cau-
ravou yabaki 39 mai na
koro ko Pepjei.

Sa dua bulu ga na nona
ivakasala vei ira na ita-
bagone e Viti kei Rotuma
mera vakayagataka vinaka
na nodra gauna ena kena
vakayagataki na nodra
qgele.

Vakamacalataka ko Tivao
na bolebole e sotava ena
nona bula keina rawaka e
rawata.

“Na gauna ni noqu caura-
vou au dau gunu yaqona kei
na yaqona ni valagi vakale-
vu kau vakaoti gauna voli
kina, eratou nanuma noqu
matavuvale niu sana sega
ni rawa ni veisau,”tukuna
ko Tivao.

“Au sa mani vakatulewa-
taka meu sa veisautaka na
noqu bula kau sa tekivu
meu sa teitei meu vakaya-
gataka kina noqu gauna
galala.”

“Au sa nanuma meu sa
teitei ga e veisiga au sa
mani tuvana e dua na noqu
ituvatuva,” kaya ko Tivao.

“Matai ni ka au cakava
meu sa muduka na mateni
kei na gunu yaqona sivia
ena bogi baleta ni levu na
veitemaki vakaitaba vata.”

“Nikua au sa mai taura na
icovi ni dau teitei ni yabaki
ena yanuyanu ko Rotuma.
Au vakavinavinaka kina
kina Tabacakacaka ni Tei-
tei.”

Na soqo ni vakaraitaki vua
ni gele vakabibi na dalo kei
na uvi sala vata kei na ma-
rautaki ni Siga kei Rotuma.

E taukena ko Tivao na
nona loga ni uvi kei na dalo
mai Rotuma qoqota o koya
na nona icovi oya na ilavo
kei na dua na trophy

Suga Tabu, 20 ni Me 2018
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Ko Minisita ni Veivakacakacakataki, Vuavuai kei na Veimaliwai Vakacakacaka Jone Usamate kei ira na noda cauravou era cakacaka tiko ena iteitei mai Niusiladi.

SOLO LEWANAVANUA

eitalanoa na niusive-

va na Noda Viti kei

na Minisita ni Vei-
vakacakacakataki, Vuavuai
kei na Veimaliwai Vakacaka-
caka ko Jone Usamate me
baleta na veivakacakacaka-
taki sa vakayacora tiko na
National Employment Centre
(NEC). Wilika sara mada
yani.

Noda Viti: E vica taucoko

era sa mai rawa cakacaka

ena veitokoni ni National
Employment Centre (NEC) mai
na gauna a tauyavu kina?

Minisita Usamate: Na neitou
wiliwili sa yacova sara tu na
56, 000 ko ira era sa mai re-
jisita. Ena loma ni vula rua ga
sa oti 0qo a sagai mera tarai
kece o ira sa mai rejisita oti
ka ra sa rawa cakacaka tu ena
gauna 0qo.

Keitou raica na kena iwili-
wili mada ga vei ira na sa vei-
taratara lesu mai nira sa rawa
cakacaka sa yacova yani 0qo
na 7751 oya na iwiliwili koya
ra mai tukuna lesu tale vei
keitou nira sa rawa cakacaka.
Eso era sa la’ki rawata nodra
cakacaka e sega nira veitara-
tara lesu mai.

Noda Viti: Turaga Minisita na
yabaki ni bula cava e rawa ni
rejisita kina edua ena National
Employment Centre (NEC)?

Minisita Usamate: Na lawa
ni  National Employment
Centre e biu tiko kina ni rawa

ni rejisita e dua e yabaki 15
ka lako cake. Au kila ni Ma-
tanitu e vakabibitaka tiko na
gone kece e yabaki 15 kina 18
o ira kece mera lai vuli.

Tiko e so sa ra biuta beka
na koronivuli sa sega tu nira
vuli o ira talega oqo e vaka-
tarai veil ira mera mai regisita
ena National Employment
Centre. Kena ibalebale oya ni
yalayala ni yabaki e 15 lako
cake e sega ni dua na kena
iyalayala e cake. Eso sa ya-
baki 79 era dau mai rejisita
vei keitou sera vinakata ga
mera cakacaka e sega ni dua
na kena iyalayala. E vakatarai
tu vei ira mera lako mai era
mai rejisita.

Noda Viti: Na lawa cava e
vakarota mera rejisita kece
na sega ni cakacaa ena
noda vanua ena National
Employment Centre?

Minisita Usamate: E tiko
sara ga na lawa ni tabana
oqo na National Employment
Centre Act 2009. E viriko-
tori kina mera mai rejisita
se vakalewefomutaki ko ira
kece na vaqara cakacaka. Dua
me matata kina kina Matanitu
na iwiliwili vei ira era vaqara
cakacaka tiko. Kena ikarua
me rawa ni kunei e so na sala
eso erawa nira vukei kina
mera kunea na cakacaka mera
rawata kina nodra bula ena
nodra veisiga ni mataka.

Noda Viti: Na cava so edodonu
mera kauta tiko yani me rawa
ni donu vakavinaka kina na

nodra mai rejisita.

Minisita Usamate: Kevaka e
dua e via rejisita se vakalewe-
fomu e dodonu me dua na tur-
aga se marama se cauravou
se goneyalewa e sega tiko ni
cakacaka qoka e sega ni wili
kina ke se gonevuli tiko. E
vinakati sara o koya se vaqara
cakacaka.

E vica na ka mera kauta tiko
mai dua na nodra ivola ni
sucu, dua na itaba musu se
passport size photo, e vinaka-
ti talega na ilavelave ni TIN
letter, me matata tiko noda sa
rejisita oti kina FNPF kei na
FIRCS kei na dua na ilave-
lave ni ivola tukutuku ni vuli
baleta nira na vinakata mera
kila na itaukei ni cakacaka na
veika osa vulica oti na veiva-
nua osa cakacaka oti kina.

E so na kilaka vakacaka-
caka sa tiko vei keda kei na
noda ivola tukutuku kece ni
veitarogi eda sa rawata mai.
Na itukutuku kece oqo ena
qai mai volai kece ena neitou
database se na neitou com-
puter. Nira taro mai na itaukei
ni cakacaka ena qai vakama-
calataki yani vei ra nna ivaka-
macala kece oqo. Me yadua
talega na ilavelave ni sitivi-
kiti yadua. Ena veivuke sara
ke kau kece mai na ilavelave
ni sitivikiti oqori me tu rawa
vei keitou me qai vakaraitaki
yani vei ira na itaukei ni caka-
caka.

Noda Viti: E lewe vica
taucoko na lewei Viti era sa
vakacakacakataki ena iteitei

Veivakacakacakataki e na NEC

mai vavalagi.

Minisita Usamate: Na vei-
vakacakacakataki ena vanua
ni teitei mai Ositerelia kei
Niusiladi a qai tekivu tikoga
ena 2015. A tekivu tadola na
porokaramu oqo ki vei ira na
veimatanitu ena Pasifika mai
2007-2008.

Kedatou e Viti tou gai curu
tikoga yani mai na 2015. Mai
na 2015 oya tou tekivu tiko
vakamalua ga na nodatou
iwiliwili ena gauna sa viavia
yacova na 11273. Era lewe
490 era sa laki cakacaka ki
Ositerelia, ki Niusiladi e lewe
783.

Sasaga levu tiko ni Matanitu
na kena sagai me toso cake
tiko na iwilwili oqo.

Na toso cake ni iwiliwili ena
vakatau ena levu ni kabani
mai Ositerelia kei Niusiladi
era vaqara tamata cakacaka
mai kei na karua na kedra
irogorogo ko ira na sa liu tiko
oqo. Kevaka era lai rogorogo
vinaka ena vinakata na ka-
bani me levu na kaiviti me
lako yani. Kevaka era lai ro-
£Orogo ca ena yaco sara ga na
kena veibasai. O ira na lako
tiko oqo e rawa ni ralai dola
katuba ka rawa talega nira lai
sogo katauba tale.

Au sa bolei ira tiko na
vakailesilesi me sagai me ya-
cova mada na 1000 na iwili-
wili ni cakacaka ki Ositerelia.
Ko Niusiladi e yalani tikoga
na iwiliwili ko Ositerelia e
sega ni yalana.

Noda Viti: Na katuba cava

eso sa tadola mai vanuatani e
rawa nira lai cakacaka kina na
noda?

Minisita Usamate: E levu
na noda era sa cakacaka tu
mai vanua tani ena qito kei
na veiqaravi vei ira na matua
keitou sega ni veivosakitaka
nodra lai cakacaka.

Mai Amerika Varanise Ja-
pani kei Urope eso talega
na nasi era sa cakacaka tu
ena velyasai vuravura ¢ sega
nira curuma mai na neitou
veigaravi. la na neitou tabana
e veivuke tikoga vakaevu 0qo
ena iteitei e Ositrelia kei Ni-
usiladi.

E tiko na veidinadinati ni
matanitu e Viti kei na matan-
itu mai Ositerelia kei Niusila-
di. Gauna oqo sa tekivu lako
talega ko ira na laki cakacaka
ena saravanua e Ositerelia kei
Niusiladi vaka kina na la’ki
cakacaka vaka-matai ki Ni-
usiladi.

E dola tale tu ga ena gau-
na oqo vei ira na cakacaka
vakamatanitu era sa yacova
na yabaki 55 so vei ira na
qasenivuli sara vakacegu 0qo
eso era sa tiko mai Nauru
eso era tiko mai Tuvalu kei
na Yatu Masela so talega na
nasi sara cegu mai ena caka-
caka vakamatanitu era sa
cakacaka tiko na gauna oqo
mai Tuvalu. Sa gadrevi tale
tikoga na veiqaravi vei ira
na matau se Aged Care mai
Japani,Ositerelia, Niusiladi,
Ko ira kece oqo era vaqara
tu na tamata mera la’ki caka-
caka yani kina.
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E ratou taura tu 0go na yaca ni soqo ni vakaraitaki cakacaka ni Matanitu se Government Roashow ena loma ni rara ena koro vakaturaga ko Naroi, Moala e Lau e tolu na marama ni
Moala. Era a sota vata yani e Naroi na lewe ni koro e walu ko Naroi, Nasoki, Keteira, Vunuku, Cakova, Vadra, Maloku kei Muaikacuni me baleta na soqo oqo. iTaba: NANISE NEIMILA

Laveti ko Lau

SOLO LEWANAVANUA

A levu sara tiko na kalawa ni

veivakatorocaketaki e vakaya-

cora na matanitu ena yasana
ko Lau. Oqori na ka e vakaraitaka
na vunivola tudei ni minisitiri ni
veivakatorocaketaki ena taudaku ni
koro lelevu, Meleti Bainimarama ena
soqo ni vakaraitaki veiqaravi ni ma-
tanitu mai Naroi, Moala.

“Sa tiko na lalawa ni Matanitu ena
kena vakavinakataki na ivurevure ni
memuni wai me vaka ni oqo edua na
bolebole levu ka levu na noda yanuy-
anu e sotava tiko,” kaya ko PS Baini-
marama.

“Sa koto saka na ituvatuva ni tabana
ni wai ena nomui vukei ena tani ni wai
ena gauna e tau kina na uca ka yacana

saka tiko na free water tank program.
Ka solia tiko na tani na tabana ni wai
na Water Authority of Fiji.

“Ena yabaki sa oti a solia kina na ta-
bana ni wai ¢ 438 na tani ena 49 na
itikotiko ena nodatou yasana vakatu-
raga.

Sa cakava talega e rua na solar pump
ka tiko saka na kena isau vakailavo
ena $77,000 ena kena nanumi moni
gunu wai vinaka me vaka e virikotori
tiko ena noda Yavu ni Vakavulewa.”

Sa vakadonuya saka na Matanitu na
ituvatuva ni veivakalivalivataki ni
Matanitu ena 2018-2018 vakatokai
tiko na kana vakailavotaka na Matan-
itu ena nomuni vei tikotiko.”

“Sa vakailavotaka oti na Matanitu e
65 na projects ena yasana ko Lau ka
sa vakayagataki oti kina $685,000 ena

kena vakavinakataki na diesel genera-
tors kei na solar,” tukuna ko PS Bain-
imrama.

“Ena yabaki vakailavo saka oqo e
qarava saka tiko na matanitu na kena
vakavinakataki ni gaunisala mai Va-
nua Balavu, Cicia, Lakeba, Matuku ,
Totoya kei na kena oqo e Moala.”

“Sa koto saka talega na vakanananu
ena kena dolavi na icurucuru mai Va-
nua Balavu na kena vosa vakaperitani
na boat of entry. Mai vei ira na iyota
kara gole saka tiko mai na veiyasai
vuravura mera sarava na totoka ni
noda vei baravi era sa cakacaka tiko
kina vakaveivolekati na veitabana
vakamatanitu ka liutaka tiko na sasa-
ga 0qo na noda iliuliu ni Matanitu kei
na noda vale ni volavola ni iwasewase
na Tokalau.

“Au vakabauta ni oqo e dua na ikal-
awa vinaka ni kena vakatorocaketaki
na vakavure ilavo ena saravanua me
vakavinakataka na vakavure ilavo kei
na rawaka.

Ena Tabana ni Teitei sa tiko na itu-
vatuva ni Matanitu me vakayagataki
e $330,000 ena Rural Outer Island
Program (ROI) me baleta na virgin
coconut oil kei na vueti ni itei ni niu.

Ena itei na ginger sa tiko me vakaya-
gataki e $10,000 ¢ Lau ka sa koto
saka na lalawa me na tara na vale ni
volavola ni qoliqoli ena yanuyanu
ko Cicia kei Moala. Sa tiko talega na
ituvatuva ni veivuke ena kato ni wail-
iliwa se solar powered refrigerators.

Veira na na itaukei ni paini kei na
yasi sa tiko talega na tuvatuva me bal-
eti ira.

Maoniti - Tusiti
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