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RIME Minister Sitiveni Rabu-
ka will be participating in the
historic second United States-
Pacific Island Forum (PIF)
Summit with President Joseph Biden at
White House next week.

The summit, which takes place from
September 25-26, marks a significant
moment in strengthening diplomatic
ties and collaboration between the Pa-
cific Islands and the United States.

The summit serves as a platform for PIF
leaders to engage with President Biden,

reaffirming shared regional priorities
and deepening cooperation across a
range of critical issues.

During the summit, President Biden is
expected to emphasise on the enduring

commitment of the United States to the

Fiji's PM champions cli-
mate justice at UN Gen-

(3)

eral Assembly

«¥

| 16 pages | Issue 11 Vol 14 |wwwHfijigovfj @ @FijiGovt

ports business

Pacific Islands, highlighting the vital
role of Prime Minister Rabuka and his
counterparts in shaping the future of
the region.

The summits agenda is centered
around addressing pressing challenges,
including:

- Tackling the Climate Crisis: The Pa-
cific Islands are on the front lines of
climate change, facing rising sea levels,
extreme weather events, and environ-
mental degradation.

- Advancing Economic Growth: Build-
ing stronger economic ties between the
Pacific Islands and the United States is
crucial for sustainable development and
prosperity in the region.

- Promoting Sustainable Development:
Sustainable development is a corner-
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Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka attended the annual reception hosted by the 46th President of the United States of America, Joe Biden, and First Lady, Jill Biden, during the United Nations General As-
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Work on review.of Natonar
Humanitarian Policy
Commence

sembly (UNGA) High-Level Week in New York. Photo: SUPPLIED

stone of the Pacific Islands’ future.

- Strengthening Health Security: Given
the ongoing global health challenges,
including the COVID-19 pandemic,
health security is paramount.

- Countering Illegal, Unreported Fish-
ing: Preserving marine resources is a
shared goal.

- Expanding People-to-People Ties:
People-to-people connections are the
heart of diplomacy.

Prime Minister Rabuka’s participation
in this summit underscores the impor-
tance of his leadership in the Pacific Is-
lands and the critical role that Fiji plays
in the region.

It showcases the dedication of the Unit-
ed States to strengthen its partnership
with the PIF leaders to confront the

mounting challenges of our time.
The summit builds upon the success
of last year’s historic U.S-Pacific Island
Country Summit, reflecting President
Bidens commitment to delivering on
promises and enhancing collaboration
with the Pacific Islands.

Prime Minister Rabuka and his del-
egation look forward to engaging in
substantive discussions with President
Biden and other Pacific Islands Forum
leaders during this landmark summit.
This gathering will exemplify that the
spirit of cooperation and unity was es-
sential for addressing the pressing glob-
al issues facing the world today.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)
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Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka met with the Secretary-General of the Organisation of African,
Caribbean and Pacific States (OACPS) Georges Rebelo Pinto Chikoti on the margins of the
78th United Nations General Assembly in New York. Photo: SUPPLIED

n a significant diplomatic encounter

at the United Nations General

Assembly, Prime Minister Sitiveni

Rabuka met with the Secretary-
General of the Organisation of African,
Caribbean and Pacific States (OACPS)
Georges Rebelo Pinto Chikoti.

The meeting underscored the long-
standing partnership between Fiji and
the OACPS, focusing on various critical
topics, including Fiji’s membership in
the OACPS, the OACPS-EU (SAMOA)
Agreement, and the positioning of the
OACEPS for future challenges.

Prime Minister Rabuka thanked the
Secretary General for reaching out to meet,

using opportunity to discuss important
issues for Fiji and our engagement with
the OACPS.

Fiji, a founding member of the ACP
as a signatory to the 1975 Georgetown
Agreement, has cherished its enduring
partnership with the OACPS, which spans
nearly five decades.

Prime Minister Rabuka emphasised
Fiji’s commitment to shared history
and aspirations with OACPS members,
highlighting the positive impact of this
relationship on Fiji’'s development,
including the growth of its sugar,
agriculture, and fisheries industries,
infrastructure development, and

governance structures.

On the topic of the OACPS-
EU (SAMOA) Agreement, Prime
Minister Rabuka affirmed Fiji’s full
commitment to its swift and effective
implementation, emphasising its role in
promoting economic growth, sustainable
development, and regional integration in
the Pacific.

He also called for vigilance in
safeguarding the interests and development
aspirations of OACPS member states in
light of global initiatives.

“As we confront a rapidly evolving
global landscape, it is imperative that
we position the OACPS to meet future
challenges,” Prime Minister stated.

“Our commitment to adaptability
and forward-thinking is vital not only
in addressing global shifts but also
in ensuring the financial stability and
sustainability of our organization.”

In response, Secretary-General
Chikoti acknowledged the significance
of Fiji’s role within the OACPS and
expressed optimism about the continued
collaboration between Fiji and the
OACPS in addressing shared challenges.

Prime Minister Rabuka reiterated Fiji’s
readiness to deepen its engagement
within the OACPS and work closely with
Secretary-General Chikoti, emphasising
the shared goals of unity, cooperation, and
progress.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)

Fiji's unwaverin

commitment to Ocean

Conservation: U Roundtable Dlscussmn

‘ ‘ IJI, a nation with a
I iprofound connection
ocean, is

honored to participate

in a pivotal roundtable discussion at
the United Nations General Assembly,

addressing pressing questions
concerning the future of our shared
planet.”

Speaking at the High-Level Panel For
A Sustainable Ocean Economy meeting
atthe 78th UN General Assembly in New
York, Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka
stated Fiji’s unwavering commitment to
safeguarding its invaluable oceans and
pioneering ocean-based climate action
underscores Fiji’s dedication to leading
by example, for the benefit of present and
future generations.

“Fiji’s primary focus for accelerating
domestic ocean-based climate action in
the near term centers around the robust
implementation of its National Ocean
Policy (NOP), which was adopted in 2017
and subsequently legislated in the Climate
Change Act of 2021,” Prime Minister
Rabuka said.

He highlighted the groundbreaking
nature of this policy, stating the policy
emphasises the critical importance of
oceans in climate resilience and calls for
a comprehensive review every five years.

“Fiji is committed to mainstreaming
climate change considerations into
ocean governance to protect coastal
communities, enhance food security, and
preserve marine ecosystems.”

Furthermore, the Prime Minister
Rabuka outlined Fiji’s ambitious goal,
stating, “Fiji’s ambitious goal is to
sustainably manage 100 percent of its

L SUSTA|NAG,
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’CEAN Economy

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka with the High-Level Panel For A Sustainable Ocean Economy at the

78th UN General Assembly in New York. Photo: SUPPLIED

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) by
2030, designating 30 percent as Marine
Protected Areas”.

This commitment was described as being
built upon three pillars: “conservation and
biodiversity protection, a blue economy
for inclusive growth, and climate action
and ocean governance.”

The notable initiatives supporting these
pillars include the Gender and Social
Inclusion Policy, Sustainable Bond
Framework, and the Blue Accelerator
Grant Scheme.

Prime Minister also highlighted Fiji’s
active engagement in coral reef mapping,
conflict resolution mechanisms, and
pioneering concepts such as coral reef
insurance.

In terms of collaboration, the Prime
Minister Rabuka emphasised, “Fiji
recognises the significance of domestic
action and actively seeks collaboration
with various stakeholders to ensure the
effective implementation of the National
Ocean Policy”.

He expressed eagerness for further
engagement with the Ocean Panel to
maximise the efficiency and impact of its
initiatives.

Addressing the Ocean Panel directly,
the Prime Minister said, “The Ocean
Panel is encouraged to leverage its
influential high-level representation to
mobilize substantial funding for ocean-
centered initiatives, particularly in
International Financial Institutions like
the Green Climate Fund and the Global
Environment Facility”.

Additionally, Fiji voiced support for the
inclusion of larger Pacific oceanic states
on the Ocean Panel.

Prime Minister Rabuka urged members
of the Ocean Panel to unite with
unwavering determination, declaring,
“Together, nations can drive innovation,
address pressing challenges, and leave
a legacy of a thriving, resilient, and
sustainable ocean for future generations.”

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)

PM Rabuka addresses
Commonwealth Foreign
Affalrs Ministerial

Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka delivered

a statement at the Commonwealth Foreign
Affairs Ministerial Meeting with Fiji's permanent
representative to the United Nations (PRUN),
Filipo Tarakinikini also in attendance.

Photo: SUPPLIED

RIME Minister Sitiveni Rabuka
delivered a significant statement at
the Commonwealth Foreign Affairs
Ministerial Meeting  shedding
light on the preparations for the upcoming
Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting (CHOGM) 2024 hosted by Samoa.

The event took place under the auspices of
Madam Secretary General, Baroness Patricia
Scotland, and Chair-in-Office and President
of Rwanda, Paul Kagame.

Prime  Minister =~ Rabuka  expressed
his gratitude to President Kagame and
Secretary-General Scotland for convening
the meeting, highlighting its importance
for all Commonwealth member countries,
particularly those in the Pacific.

The Head of Government welcomed
the expansion and adaptive approach to
current and future programs within the
Commonwealth, emphasising the specific
needs of small island nations, which play a
crucial role in the Commonwealth’s diverse
membership.

He commended the Prime Minister of
Samoa, Fiame Mataifa, and the people
of Samoa for the visionary theme chosen
for CHOGM 2024 in Apia, ‘One Resilient
Common Future: Transforming Our Common
Wealth’.

He underscored the theme’s relevance in
fostering mutual learning and collaboration
within the Commonwealth Aiga, or Vuvale,
as referred to in Fiji.

Reflecting on the preparations for CHOGM
2024, Prime Minister Rabuka stressed the
importance of reviewing progress, addressing
challenges and establishing robust monitoring
mechanisms.

He called for building upon achievements,
addressing challenges and mapping out a
direct and practical path toward a resilient
Commonwealth.

Expressing Fiji’s excitement as the Pacific
region prepares to host Commonwealth
Leaders for the first time, Prime Minister
Rabuka expressed support for the S.A.M.O.A
approach, emphasising accelerated action and
solution-oriented partnerships.

Prime Minister Rabuka said the theme;
‘One Resilient Common Future’ is timely and
relevant to global challenges.

Fiji’s specific requests included coordinating
the 10 Action Groups for implementing the
Blue Charter and exploring opportunities for
support in its digitisation journey.

Prime Minister Rabuka emphasised the
transformative potential of discussions at the
2024 CHOGM.

The Commonwealth anticipates a robust
and forward-looking CHOGM 2024 under
the theme “One Resilient Common Future”
fostering unity and collaboration in the face
of shared challenges.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)
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PM Sitiveni Rahuka meets UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres

Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Sitiveni Rabuka met with United Nations Secretary General Antonio
Guterres during the 78th United Nations General Assembly in New York. Photo: SUPPLIED

RIME Minister Sitiveni Rabuka met
with United Nations Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres during the 78th UN
General Assembly in New York this week.

Prime Minister Rabuka expressed his deep
gratitude for the opportunity to engage, highlighting
the pressing global challenges that are currently
testing both individual and collective limits.

He emphasised the far-reaching impact of
rising inflation, climate change, energy crises,
and geopolitical competition, which are pushing
the boundaries of international cooperation and
threatening the world’s security and governance
systems.

“For Fiji,” Prime Minister Rabuka stated, “we
place our trust in multilateralism because we believe
in the values of peace, justice, respect, human rights,
tolerance, and solidarity.”

Prime Minister Rabuka emphasised Fiji’s
unwavering commitment to meeting its international
obligations, including those outlined in the
Sustainable Development Agenda.

“This year has been pivotal for Fiji,” Prime Minister
Rabuka noted, “and we are encouraged by the UN’s
unwavering support in addressing critical global
challenges, such as COVID-19 and the climate
emergency.”

Highlighting Fiji’s regional priorities, he stressed
the significance of dialogue, solidarity and trust
within the Pacific Way, which continues to foster
understanding within and beyond the region.

He emphasised that peace and security remain top
priorities for Fiji, with a specific focus on geopolitical

developments, maritime security, sustainable
socioeconomic development and strengthened
partnerships.

Furthermore, Prime Minister Rabuka encouraged
continued collaboration with the UN to advance
a localised response to the global 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development, tailored to each
country’s unique national priorities.

“The 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific outlines
our region’s development priorities for the next
three decades,” Prime Minister Rabuka added,
“and we seek an elevated partnership with the UN
to support these priorities.”

He acknowledged the complexities of security
in the Pacific, including threats from transnational
crime, climate change, terrorism, natural disasters,
political instability, and internal conflicts.

Addressing the pressing issue of climate change,
Prime Minister Rabuka expressed gratitude for the
invitation to attend the Climate Ambition Summit
and emphasised the urgent need for ambitious
emissions reduction targets and a just transition to
renewables.”

“As we approach COP28 it is imperative that we
halt oil and gas expansion and unite to address the
urgent climate crisis. COP28 offers an opportunity
to reassess our progress since the 2015 Paris
Agreement and ensure that no one is left behind.”

Prime Minister Rabuka assured the UN of Fiji’s
unwavering support for climate justice and the
reform of International Financial Institutions and
multilateral development banks to accelerate the
transition from fossil fuels and enhance adaptation
efforts.

He called for strengthened international
cooperation and a paradigm shift in addressing
global challenges.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka met with the Prime Minister of Israel, Benjamin
Netanyahu on the fringes of the 78th United Nations General Assembly in
New York.Photo: SUPPLIED

rime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka met with the Prime Minister of
Israel, Benjamin Netanyahu, along with fellow Pacific leaders
on the fringes of the 78th United Nations General Assembly
in New York.

The meeting marks a significant step in strengthening the bonds of
friendship and cooperation between Fiji and Israel.

During the meeting, Prime Minister Rabuka congratulated Prime
Minister Netanyahu on his impressive achievements since returning to
office following successful elections.

He also shared his deep personal connection to Israel, not only as a
Christian but as a peacekeeper who served in the region for several years.

Prime Minister Rabuka commended Israel’s leadership as one of the
most resilient and technologically-advanced nations with innovative
industries.

Fiji and Israel’s bilateral relations have steadily improved since 1970,
spanning 53-years of partnership.

Prime Minister Rabuka confirmed Fiji’s intention to establish its first
embassy in Israel, a proposal that has received the endorsement of Israeli
Foreign Minister Eli Cohen.

This move, Prime Minister Rabuka said underscores Fiji’s dedication
to deepening bilateral relations with Israel and the Holy Land.

Fiji’s unwavering support for peace and stability in the Middle East was
also discussed; with Fiji’s long-term commitment to UN peacekeeping
operations in the Middle East, including involvement with the United
Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), the Multinational Force
and Observers (MFO), and the United Nations Disengagement Observer
Force (UNDOF).

Meanwhile, the Prime Minister Rabuka said Fiji was actively exploring
opportunities for collaboration with the Israeli private sector in key
areas such as agriculture, renewable energy, technology, and small and
medium enterprises.

The ‘Israel-Pacific Food Security Alliance’ (IPFSA) was another focal
point for Fiji, as it aims to provide long-term training and capacity
building in agriculture.

Currently, 13 students from the Navuso Agriculture Technical Institute
are in Israel as part of an internship program, contributing to their
learning and expertise in innovative agricultural technology.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)

Fiji's PM champions climate justice at UN General Assembly

RIME Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka,

has emphasised Fiji’'s unique

position as a frontline nation

in the battle against climate
change, its struggles with erratic weather
patterns, and its steadfast commitment to
climate justice.

During a compelling speech at Thematic
Session 2 of the United Nations General
Assembly Climate Ambition Summit, titled
“Delivering Climate Justice: Accelerating
Ambition and Implementation on
Adaptation and Early Warning for All,”
Prime Minister Rabuka issued a stirring
call to action.

He stated, “Fiji, as a vulnerable nation,
finds itself on the frontline of the climate
crisis, grappling with its devastating
effects.” This bold declaration underscores
the harsh reality Fiji faces daily.

“Rising global temperatures have resulted

in erratic weather patterns, making food
security and economic stability precarious
for Fiji’s farmers.”

Prime Minister Rabuka highlighted this
dire situation, stressing the urgency of the
matter.

He explained that in response to these
challenges, Fiji has proactively embraced
adaptive practices.

Prime Minister Rabuka noted,
“Recognising the urgency of the situation,
Fiji has been actively pursuing adaptive
practices, including the cultivation of
climate-resilient crops like giant swamp
taro (dalo ni tana).”

Fiji’s National Adaptation Plan (NAP)
is now being implemented to address the
impacts of climate change.

Fiji has established an inter-ministerial
Steering Committee to ensure the effective
coordination, implementation, and

monitoring of the NAP.

Prime Minister Rabuka emphasised the
importance of informed decision-making,
citing  sector-specific ~ vulnerability
assessments for agriculture, water
resources, coastal management and
infrastructure.

He also acknowledged the vital role of
climate finance while recognising access
as a key challenge.

Prime Minister Rabuka highlighted
pending projects for climate-resilient
infrastructure, community-based
adaptation and capacity-building, delayed
due to complex financing processes.

Community-based adaptation initiatives,
such as coastal protection, water
management and agricultural practices,
are considered pivotal in Fiji’s climate
resilience efforts.

The integration of early warning systems

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka delivers his
statement at the Thematic Session 2 of the United
Nations General Assembly Climate Ambition and
Implementation on Adaptation and Early Warning.
Photo: SUPPLIED

through the UN’s “Early Warning Systems
for All” initiative was further enhancing
preparedness for climate-related events.

Prime Minister Rabuka called upon
global leaders to not only reduce emissions
but also to support vulnerable communities
and foster climate resilience.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)
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Minister Singh outlines

|

The Indian High Commissioner to Fiji, Palaniswamy Karthigeyan, met with
the Minister for Multi-Ethnic Affairs & Sugar Industry, Charan Jeet Singh, to
discuss opportunities and areas of cooperation in the Multi-Ethnic Affairs

sugar industry plans

“We have expanded our capital
programmes from six in the year
2022- 2023 financial year to 13 in
this current year for the sugarcane
farmers, which demonstrates our
commitment to addressing the long-
standing issues inherited from the
previous administration,” he said.

“I am pleased to announce that
there has been no substantial rise
in the primary input costs for the
sugarcane farmers. The Government
has maintained subsidies for the vital
inputs like fertilisers and weedicides.”

“While the rate of mechanical
harvesting has increased from
$20.61 to $21.74, it is essential to

emphasise that the cost remains below

and Sugar Industry and other priority areas of Fiji. Photo: SUPPLIED the expenses associated with the hiring

By AZARIA FAREEN

HE Government remains steadfast

in their commitment to shielding the

sugarcane farmers from the adverse

effects of prevailing challenges including
the impact of climate change.

This was highlighted by the Minister for Multi-
Ethnic Affairs and Sugar Industry, Charan Jeath
Singh in Parliament recently.

“While it is undeniable that there has been a rise
in the cost of goods for the general public including
farmers, it is noteworthy that sugarcane farmers
have not experienced any substantial increase in
the production cost meaning that the unit cost and
the gross margins remain within the thresholds,”
Minister Singh said.

“The challenges faced by farmers include manual
and the operation of century-old mills, inadequate
cane access roads, the absence of functional rail
network, a labour shortage and fundamentally
the lack of visionary approach by the previous
government over the past two decades,” he added.

Minister Singh adds that the Value Added Tax
increase has allowed the Government to boost its
revenue enabling an increase of support for the
sugarcane farmers.

of manual labour for harvesting which
typically charges around $20 to $25 per tonne,”
Minister Singh highlighted.

The Fiji Government, in its unwavering
commitment, has ensured that farmers receive a
minimum of $85.

“To promote cane planting and innovate the
financial institutions, a stage of the first planting, the
Government has increased the cane planting grant to
$5 million,” he added.

“For a hectare from $1,500 to $1,875; there is a
25 percent increase, which is deemed as the highest
cane planting grant of all the years in the history
of this sugarcane industry,” Minister Singh further
added.

An additional $2 million has been earmarked
to enhance the cane access roads and crossings,
ensuring the cane access roads remain in accessible
conditions.

“An allocation of $5.5 million has been specifically
earmarked for the enhancement of the drainage
system with full funding source from grants,” he
said.

“The establishment of a $1 million incentive
programme for higher production represents a
significant commitment by the Government to
encourage and reward increased sugar cane yields.”

By DIPESH KUMAR

HE frequent
breakdown of
the  Rarawai
Mill is
concerning, says the
Minister for Multi-Ethnic
Affairs and Sugar Industry
Charan Jeath Singh.

Responding to a
question raised during the
Parliament sitting last week,
Minister Singh stated that
the frequent breakdowns
are causing significant disruptions for farmers, truck drivers, and
overall national productivity.

He highlighted that these issues have existed for a while and the
breakdowns are a cause of neglect and recurring natural disasters.

Minister Singh stressed that the new mill should have been built a
long time ago.

“During the prime days of the sugar industry with the preferential
price from the European Union, new modern mills should have
been built decades ago. However, since we are in Government, we
will clean up the mess and build this industry.”

“To address some of these issues and ensure uninterrupted
operations of the Rarawai Sugar Mill, we are working on a plan that
incorporates both, short-term and long-term measures.”

He said that FSC was up to par and was actively exploring
various avenues to secure necessary funding and technology for
the comprehensive upgrade and refurbishment of critical Mill
components.

“It is crucial to understand that a substantial investment is required
for the success of this project. We cannot ignore the fact that all
these three Mills are more than 100 years old, highlighting the
pressing need for the modernisation and upgrading of the century-
old technology to improve performance, increase the production
rate and energy efficiency.”

Minister Singh stated that the ministry was in consistent and
continuous consultation with the sugarcane farmers, truck drivers
and other stakeholders to fully understand their concerns and
incorporate their valuable feedback.

He said that the sugar industry still brings in more than $200
million of foreign earnings to the country and the ministry was in
talks with international stakeholders that are willing to assist the
industry.

Minister for Multi-Ethnic Affairs and Sugar,
Charan Jeath Singh in Parliament last
week. Photo: SUPPLIED

By AZARIA FAREEN

HE increase in departure tax will add a total
of $30 million towards the Fiji Government’s
overall tax revenues.

This was relayed by the Deputy Prime

Minister and Minister for Tourism and Civil Aviation,
Viliame Gavoka when he addressed issues pertaining to the
increase in Departure Tax and Value Added Tax (VAT) in
Parliament recently.

“We made known that Government resources were limited
and collectively put together a fiscal strategy to support
immediate recovery while maintaining a sustainable
level of economic growth in the future,” DPM Gavoka
highlighted.

“A large part of this was to raise revenue and ensure that
every tax paying money is spent where it is needed the
most - water in taps, better roads, better medical care and
education for children,” he emphasised.

“Departure Tax prior to COVID-19 was $200 - we are
looking at gradual re-instatement from $100 to $125
in August 2023 and $140 from January 2024, so that
businesses and the tourism industry are not burdened with a
drastic change and can make wholesaling and commercial
arrangements.”

“Before COVID-19, the combined taxes in tourism was —

VAT nine per cent, Service Turnover Tax six per cent and
ECAL 10 per cent; meaning 25 per cent taxes on tourism
— which is 20 percent lower now,” he added.

The tourism industry is recovering stronger than
anticipated with higher consumption spending and
economic momentum.

DPM Gavoka has projected the tourism industry to
continue to grow and recover whilst supporting the Fiji
economy as the industry was doing extremely well.

“To cushion any impacts, we are providing social relief
while being mindful, the current measures put us on a
better path in the long term,” he said.

“Over 90,000 people on social welfare have increased
monthly allowances of 15 per cent and 25 per cent and
$78.2 million will go towards almost 55 thousand senior
citizens. The family assistance scheme is allocated $45.6
million and we are also investing significantly in our health
care and in education to ease the burden of the vulnerable.”

“We have increased the allocation for Tourism Fiji’s
marketing grant from what it was in 2019 to $30 million
today. This, coupled with Fiji Airways’ significant
investment in marketing and connectivity, means that we
will continue to expect a growing industry,” he added.

DPM Gavoka added that these tax measures are

permanently adding $600 million in additional revenue of

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Tourism and Civil Aviation,
Viliame Gavoka as he addressed issues pertaining to the increase
in Departure Tax and Value Added Tax (VAT) in Parliament
recently Photo: SUPPLIED

about five percent of Gross Domestic Product to bring the
Government debt situation on a path of sustainability.

“We now have modern aircrafts in particular with the
two new A350, the tourism products are all high class
and young fleet, and we have top products so our tourism
industry is sitting comfortably and it is something that has
been built over the years,” he added.
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Minister Tikoduadua calls for
stronger parental supervision

Minister for Home Affairs and Immigration, Pio
Tikoduadua, makes a point during the Parliament sitting
last week. Photo: SUPPLIED

By AZARIA FAREEN

ECTION 8 of the Minor Offences Act 1971

has been designed to address situations

where individuals including teenagers

are found loitering in or near premises or
in public places under circumstances that suggest
illegal activity or prostitution.

This was highlighted by the Minister for Home
Affairs and Immigration, Pio Tikoduadua, as he
informed Parliament last week that the Act provides
law enforcement authorities with the legal means to
address these issues.

Minister Tikoduadua, however, added that the
approach to enforcing this section was guided by
several key principles

“While it is essential to enforce this law, we must
do so within the framework of the Restore Blue
concept which we are now endeavouring to use,
which emphasises community oriented, policing
accountability and rehabilitation,” he said.

Minister Tikoduadua said it includes community
engagement, a youth centred approach, providing
mental health and support services to teenagers in
need, rehabilitation and reintegration of teenagers into
society and collaboration with relevant Government
agencies and Non-Government Organisations.

“While enforcing this section over the minor
offences Act 1971, it has been part of our strategy
but the focus goes beyond punitive (disciplinary)
measures,” he said.

“We are trying to create a society where police
officers work closely with the community, so that
they can restore safety and hope to the lives of these
troubled teenagers, ultimately, the hope to break
the cycle of negative behaviours and offer them a
brighter future.”

“The issue is dealing with children that are loitering
on the streets - these issues are flourishing in our
towns with children who come to school from home
and go back home,” Minister Tikoduadua added.

He said that these are usually teenagers and that
there needs to be some spiritual conversation in
tackling the problem especially when they need
empathy, love, care, and understanding the most.

“The problem is not only in the streets where they
end up but it breeds at homes and in schools, and
until we deal with that and become responsible
parents, these things will evolve,” he said.

“When it comes to children and because of our laws
and our Constitution, it gives that responsibility to
parents,” Minister Tikoduadua stressed.

“Actions need to be taken in Parliament just like the
Yellow Ribbon as it is for our young children that are
roaming the streets.”

“I would like to echo that perhaps, this could be
taken on board to be discussed by the Great Council
of Chiefs because if you leave it only with the
parents, then for sure the problem will still be there,”
he added.

15,000 solar home systems installed

By NANISE NEIMILA

N rural, remote, and maritime areas

of Fiji, the Ministry of Public Works,

Transport, and  Meteorological

Services has installed approximately
15,000 solar home systems.

These systems have provided essential
lighting and support for electrical loads of
up to 300 watts in size.

This was highlighted by the line Minister,
Ro Filipe Tuisawau, while responding to
a question in Parliament last week, where
he explained that these solar systems have
been strategically deployed in areas where
extending the conventional electrical grid
would be too expensive.

“There is a lot of demand and the Department
of Energy within the Ministry is working
within its allocated budget to achieve as
much as possible.”

“In the current financial year, the Government has allocated
$3 million for solar home systems. This funding will cover
the supply and installation of approximately 1,000 Units.”

Minister Tuisawau added that currently, the necessary
materials are undergoing procurement and the installation
process will commence within the next two months, in
addition to the ongoing installations and will be completed
towards the middle of next year.

“The initiative underscores the ongoing commitment of
the Government to improve the lives of our citizens, even
in the most remote areas of Fiji, while also contributing to
the sustainable and eco- friendly energy solutions.”

The distributions are throughout the various Provinces,
including Bua, Macuata, Cakaudrove, Naitasiri, Serua,
Kadavu, Lomaiviti, Lau, Navosa.”

Minister for Public Works, Transport and Meteorological Services, Ro Filipe
Tuisawau, in Nakini Village after the commissioning of the pilot site for a water
project that incorporates a solar-powered water pump and an Ecological
Purification System (EPS), recently. Photo: SUPPLIED

As part of the solarization programme, Minister Tuisawau
provided an update on the past arrangement whereby the
solar used to be owned by the Government and the recipient
paid $18 a month for it.

A change has been made to the system where that solar
was now fixed and handed over.

“That is the current programme that we handover to the
consumer. From the few villages that we have been to, we
have done that and also signed the handover and also clearly
explained to them their responsibility.

“That does not mean that the Ministry is just abandoning
them, however, we are also closely liaising with the
villagers and turaga-ni-koro on how we can assist them in
that process.”

“It has been well accepted at the village level on the ones
which I have been directly engaged with and also with the
Department of Energy.”

Truth and Reconciliation Commission endorsed
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As part of the Girmit Week celebration in May this year, a sign board was unveiled to commemorate the shipwreck Syria at the Naivilaca

By AZARIA FAREEN

E need to come together as a nation to give
true meaning to truth telling and achieve
genuine reconciliation, helping our current,
past and future generations to heal.

Assistant Minister for Women, Children and Social
Protection, Sashi Kiran highlighted this in Parliament
recently in a bid to establish a Truth and Reconciliation
Commission.

Asst Minister Kiran said that there are a lot of people that
are hurting and there are many unresolved issues that need
closure.

“Reconciliation is a process of healing of relationships that
require public truth sharing, apology and commemoration
that acknowledges and redresses past harms and violations,”
she said.

“We have to create safe spaces for sharing our stories,
we have to ensure all sections of our society are engaged
including our women, young and elders and there is
continuity to ensure healing and closure and narratives that
help us move forward as a nation.”

“Our nation has been plagued by political upheaval since
1987 and officially we have had four coups including that of
2000 and 2006, but other events have also caused pain and
misery to many,” Asst Minister Kiran added.

Village, Noco in Rewa. Photo: DINFO

She said that those events caused the destruction of lives and
careers, displacement from homes and physical and mental
trauma which are passed down generations through painful
narratives, keeping people trapped in intergenerational
trauma.

“Our Commission will have to take into account our cultural
context and may have to have Fijian flavour - this is about
each of us as human beings with all honesty to look deep into
our hearts and confront the things that we have done which
may have caused deep loss or hurt to others, people of other
ethnic groups but also of our own.”

“Our own identities are inter-twined and as Fijians, we are
incomplete without the presence of the others. Only when we
are able to heal and genuinely accept and love the other, we
will truly have Fiji the way the world should be - we owe it to
our future generations,” Asst Minister Kiran said.

“The establishment of a Truth and Reconciliation
Commission is long awaited and I hope that it may become
a significant step towards our national building,” she added.

Also speaking on the issue, Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka
endorsed the motion for the set-up of a commission, stating
that it will be one of the most important moves in parliamentary
history.

“The motion calls on us to lead Fiji into a national crusade
of healing and reconciliation, to take our homeland, take our
home into a new era of unity,” Prime Minister Rabuka said.
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Fiji Sugar Corporation’s field advisor and field officer, Seini Ratu, during one of the field visits.
Photo: JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

has never regretted her choice.

By JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

EINI Ratu is the only woman
working in the cane fields of
Ba, facing a daily challenge in
a traditionally male-dominated

profession.

Ms Ratu holds the distinction of being
the first woman to assume the role of Farm
Advisor and Field Officer in the Fiji Sugar
Corporation’s Extension Division, and she

She hails from the peaceful Nadakuni
Village in Waimaro, Naitasiri and has
always felt a deep connection with the land.

Growing up in a family of six, she has
always been determined to forge her own
path.

Her educational journey began at Dilkusha
Girls School in Nausori and continued at
Suva Grammar School, where she gained
both knowledge and the drive to be a

catalyst for change.

Following her graduation from Suva
Grammar, Ms Ratu pursued her passion
for agriculture by enrolling at Fiji National
University’s Koronivia campus.

In2011,she commenced her career journey
by joining the Fiji Sugar Corporation’s
Labasa operation on attachment, a role she
held for one and half years.

In 2014, Ms Ratu was tranferred to the
Lautoka operation where she continued her
dedication to the agricultural sector.

“I am now responsible for the Rarawai
Mill’s Mota-Naloto Sector and serve
around 600 sugarcane farmers in this area,”
she said.

Ms Ratu recalled that there were many
challenges when she started, as the only
female farm advisor and field officer but
she adapted by taking things in her stride.

“Personally, for this
breakthrough. I was able to prove that
women can work in this field too, looking
after our sugarcane farmers,” she said.

Ms Ratu recalled the initial surprise
among the farmers when she first started
her role, but she emphasises that this
surprise has now given way to acceptance
and familiarity.

She stated, “At first, the
themselves were quite surprised when I
started but it’s all normal now”.

me, was a

farmers

With a special focus on inspiring and

empowering women, the 30-year-old

professional encourages them not to be
intimidated by the hurdles that come with
working in traditionally male-dominated
workplaces.

She firmly believes that “Nothing is
impossible when we are willing to confront
challenges,” and she actively encourages
the younger generation of women to take
a stand and face these challenges head-on.

Ms Ratu’s message is clear- “Women can
overcome obstacles and succeed in any
field they choose if they are determined
and willing to meet these challenges with
resilience and confidence”.

During a recent visit to the Mota-Naloto
Sector in Ba, the Assistant Minister in
the Office of the Prime Minister, Sakiusa
Tubuna, expressed his admiration for the
work being done by Ms Ratu.

Asst Minister Tubuna commended her
for her exceptional service, saying, “This
is a very unique situation where we have
a woman officer serving hundreds of
sugarcane farmers and I commend Ms Ratu
for her courage and dedication to serving in
one of the country’s oldest industries”.

“Her trajectory reflects her commitment
to her chosen field and her determination to
make a significant impact in the industry.”

Asst Minister Tubuna’s words highlight
the significance of Ms Ratu’s role as
a trailblazing woman in an industry
traditionally dominated by men and
acknowledge her contributions to the sector.

By AZARIA FAREEN

HE COVID-19  pandemic
had not only closed many
businesses but created a ripple
effect where an average person

was challenged to fight for their survival
and that of their family.

Roselyn Prasad had been running her
small business - Rose Bridal Deco Beauty
Salon based in Nakasi for a few years when
the pandemic forced her to close the shop.

“The COVID-19 pandemic was a very
hard time for us and we had to shut down
the business,” Mrs Prasad said.

“A friend told me about the Government’s
concessional loan package and urged me
to apply and when my application was
approved, I used the amount in the business
which helped a lot.”

“I received $4,500 as an funds interest
free loan and managed to pay off the rent
amount and also upgraded the salon. We
started paying the loan after a year,” she
added.

Mrs Prasad said that during COVID-19,
the salon business was the most affected.
She could not really operate but continued
to receive some home bookings from their
loyal customers which provided income for
some of the staff that was hired to work.

“My business is blooming at the moment
and I have retained all my customers and

the good thing is that my daughter is also
working with me which makes work much
easier,” she said.

“I come from a very poor background and
was lucky to receive a scholarship to study
at the Fiji School of Hairdressing under Fiji
National University. It was hard at times as
my time was divided into looking after my
children and family.”

“I also had the opportunity to travel to
Australia and did my practical in hair salon
where my aunt worked,” Mrs Prasad added.

She said that her salon at one point was
number one, however, the consistency
sometimes falls when you have some new
staff as you have to train them to your
standard which takes time but the feedback
from Roselyn’s customers is that her salon
is still number one.

“The Government has supported me
during my trying time and I really appreciate
that there was no pressure in paying back
the loan amount,” she said.

“I would like to urge those who are not
doing well in school to not get discouraged
as you can always apply your knowledge
in the area of hair and beauty and earn a
living.”

“I am also helping the school dropout
students and single moms. So far, I have
trained five girls in my salon and others are
most welcome to come and learn here too,”

Mrs Prasad encouraged.

It has been eight years since Roselyn has

been running her salon and she plans to

expand her business further.

Mrs Roselyn Prasad with her daughter inside the Rose Bridal Deco Beauty Salon in Nakasi.

Photo: AZARIA FAREEN.
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Mutual effort paves way for sustainable
ocean management

By JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

RECENT oceanic mission,

only the second of its kind in

over a century, has unveiled

aluable scientific insights
poised to reshape our understanding of
coral reefs and marine ecosystems.

This extensive research was executed
in partnership with the WAITT Institute
through Blue Prosperity Fiji and stands as
one of the most comprehensive assessments
of our underwater ecosystems to date.

This expedition brought together a
diverse array of stakeholders, including
government agencies, non-governmental
organisations, academic institutions, and
local communities, all uniting in pursuit of
a common objective.

This collaborative approach underscores
the pivotal role of partnerships in achieving
successful outcomes.

Spanning three distinct phases, an
intrepid team of explorers journeyed across
Fiji’s expansive maritime terrain, ranging
from the western expanse of Viti Levu
to the eastern reaches of the Lau group,

encompassing the Lomaiviti Islands,
Cakaudrove, and Macuata’s Udu Point.
Despite  the  challenging  weather

conditions encountered during the initial
and concluding phases, the team remained
resolute, meticulously exploring 272 dive
sites and gathering invaluable scientific
data. This data, encompassing assessments
of coral reef health, fish populations,
invertebrates and water quality, serves
as the cornerstone for Fiji’s baseline
knowledge of its marine ecosystems.

The Fiji Government worked closely with
partner agencies, including the University
of the South Pacific (USP), World Wildlife
Fund (WWF), Conservation International
(CD, Wildlife Conservation Society
(WCS), the Pacific Blue Foundation (PBF),
Uto Ni Yalo (UNY), Scripps Institution of
Oceanography, WAITT Foundation, to lead
a groundbreaking effort.

This  initiative  showcases  Fiji’s
unwavering dedication to understanding,
preserving, and sustainably managing its
marine resources.

Ministry of Fisheries director, Neomai
Ravitu, provided insights into the Blue
Prosperity Fiji program, explaining that
its primary objective was a thorough
exploration of Fiji’s marine life and
resources while fostering a shared
understanding among the people of Fiji
regarding the state of their oceans.

“This undertaking encompassed not
only water quality assessments but also
surveys of coral reefs, contributing to the
development of a marine spatial plan for
Fiji’s waters. The wealth of information
amassed will empower evidence-based
decision-making concerning resource
conservation and sustainable practices,”
Ms Ravitu stated.

“The teams, composed of divers and
researchers, meticulously documented coral
reef health, fish populations, invertebrates,
and water quality. Through standardized
methods, they tallied fish, identified
species, captured images of coral reefs,
and evaluated water quality parameters,
including sewage and nutrient content.”

She went on to highlight that the compiled
data, while not intended for specific
stock assessments, will provide a crucial
foundation for supporting traditional
knowledge and ongoing monitoring efforts
in Fiji.

“The data amassed during this ambitious
mission will play a pivotal role in enhancing
Fiji’s marine spatial planning, aligning with
the nation’s National Ocean Policy.”

This updated information, the Director
noted, will equip decision-makers to craft
effective strategies for ocean conservation,
food security, community livelihoods, and
responsible resource management.

“In doing so, we will also extend our
outreach to our maritime communities,
providing them with updated information
on the status of their reefs and resources,

The WAITT Institute through Blue Prosperity Fiji led a diving exploration of 272 dive sites around Fiji

to gather invaluable scientific data to better manage the country’s marine resources.

thereby fostering informed decision-
making,” Ms Ravitu added.

Co-Science Primary Investigator for the
WAITT Foundation, Dr Joeli Veitayaki
emphasised that this mission formed part of
a broader initiative to gain deeper insights
into and safeguard coral reefs across the
Pacific region.

He underscored that similar efforts have
been undertaken in other Pacific Island
nations, underscoring the significance
of establishing a shared knowledge
repository accessible to governments,
local communities, and non-governmental
organizations alike.

“Even as we continue to analyze the data,
it is evident that this mission represents a
pivotal stride toward realising sustainable
ocean management in Fiji. The findings of
this study will unveil the present condition
of Fiji’s coral reefs, the challenges they
confront, and the requisite measures for
their protection,” Dr Veitayaki stated.

Furthermore, he  highlighted the
importance of deploying 88 temperature
loggers over the next five years, as this will

Photo: SUPPLIED

yield invaluable insights into temperature
trends and their impacts.

As the nation eagerly anticipates the
comprehensive analysis of the amassed
data, this mission stands as a testament
to Fiji’s unwavering commitment to
preserving its natural treasures.

It signifies a significant milestone on
the journey toward well-informed ocean
management, environmentally responsible
practices, and the safeguarding of Fiji’s
marine biodiversity for generations to
come.

Director Ravitu said, “We are all united
in our shared concerns about ensuring
that coral ecosystems remain in a healthy,
productive state for our present generation
and those yet to come.”

“The  forthcoming all-encompassing
report is poised to unveil a comprehensive
exposition of Fiji’s vast marine resources,
thereby shedding light on the profound
implications these resources hold for
the imperatives of sustainable marine
conservation.”

Fiji signs B

By PRASHILA DEVI

1JT has become the first nation
to sign the Agreement under the
United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)

on the Conservation and Sustainable Use
of Marine Biological Diversity of Areas
beyond National Jurisdiction.

Having been the first country to sign and
ratify UNCLOS in 1982, Fiji continues to
lead by example on the global stage in the
matters of ocean governance.

On the sidelines of the 78th United
Nations General Assembly in New York,
Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka signed the
international legally binding instrument
commonly known as the BBNJ Treaty.

The momentous event signified Fiji’s
enduring commitment to preserving the
oceans, fostering international collaboration
and securing a sustainable future for our

marine ecosystems.

BNJ Treaty

Key issues of particular relevance to Fiji
and the Pacific region within the framework
of the BBNJ Treaty include addressing
the unique circumstances of Small Island
Developing States, recognising the essential
role of traditional knowledge, indigenous
peoples and local communities, ensuring
fair and equitable sharing of benefits
derived from access to and utilisation of
marine genetic resources and promoting
capacity building and technology transfer.

As explained earlier via the Cabinet
decision to allow Fiji to become a signatory,
the BBNJ Treaty applies specifically to
those areas of ocean that lie outside of any
nation’s exclusive economic zone (EEZ),
that is, areas beyond national jurisdiction or
the high seas.

EEZs extend 200 nautical miles (about
370km) from shore.

This treaty, which requires minimum
of 60 countries to ratify to trigger its
implementation, has been designed to

Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Sitiveni Rabuka signs the Marine Biodiversity of Areas
Beyond National Jurisdiction Treaty on the sidelines of the 78th United Nations General Assembly in

enhance international cooperation and

coordination among stakeholders to
safeguard the ecological integrity and
sustainable use of marine biodiversity in
areas beyond national jurisdiction.
Furthermore, the historic event marks a

significant step towards the protection and

New York. Photo: SUPPLIED

sustainable utilization of marine resources
beyond national maritime boundaries,
encompassing the vast expanse known as
the high seas, which constitute nearly two-

thirds of the world’s oceans.
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his was shared by the Deputy -~ o
Prime Minister and Minister of
Finance Hon Biman Prasad
while visiting the Lautoka

Golden Age Home recently during his
tour of the western division.

During the visit the Minister highlight-
ed that the objective of the visit was
to identify and understand the specific
needs and requirements of the elderly
residents, with the intention of incor-
porating these insights into the next
national budget to ensure the welfare
and well-being of senior citizens.

PhOtOS. DIPESH KUMAR
3 — M s " A

n a significant boost
to youth development
in Fiji, the Ministry of
Youth and Sports has

received a generous dona-
tion from the Chinese Em-
bassy in Suva recently.
Valued at $FJD30, 000, the
donation includes carpen-
try tools and equipment
that will support the Min-
istry’s efforts to empower
and develop the youth in
the carpentry and agricul-
ture sectors.

During the handover cer-
emony, the Minister for
Youth and Sports Hon. Jese
Saukuru expressed grati-
tude for Chinas support,
describing it as a tangible
expression of their commit-

ment to youth development

Photos: Supplied

he Deputy Prime Minister and
the Minister for Finance Biman
Prasad met with the students
and staff of the Pundit Vishnu

Deo Memorial School recently.

The Deputy Prime Minister interacted
with the students, engaging in a dia-
logue that touched upon their educa-
tional aspirations and experiences.

The Minister emphasised the govern-
ment’s commitment to enhancing
educational standards and ensuring
that every student has access to quality
education.

Photos: DIPESH KUMAR
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he Deputy Prime Min-
ister and the Minister

of Finance Hon Biman
Prasad held consulta-

tions with the Rarawai sugar cane
truck operators this afternoon
while on his tour in the western
division.

The Minister met with truck op-
erators associated with the sugar
industry to understand their
grievances and challenges faced
in transporting sugarcane to the
mills.

Truck operators shared concerns
regarding road infrastructure,
and logistical issues affecting
their operations.

Photos: DIPESH KUMAR
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inistry of Health addresses

<. ot RN [ J - e - ]
y A R 4
L =~
AN - ’
S— ~ O
AT ey .
Bt

Minister for Health and Medical Services, Atonio Lalabalavu with the medical teams on the ground actively monitoring

HE outbreak of diarrhoeal

disease reported in the Balevuto

Medical Area remains ongoing

with two to four new cases
reported per day.

However, the number of people being
admitted to the hospital has reduced with
the last reported hospital admission being
on September 14.

A total of 24 cases were admitted to the
hospital from August 27 to September
14. From the 24 admissions, six were still
admitted this week.

From August 20th to 15th September
2023, 96 cases of diarrhoeal illness
presenting with loose bowel motions,
with or without blood in stool, with fever,
abdominal pain or vomiting were reported

e i

patients with chronic

underlying disease
¢ as well as the elderly
to ensure ongoing

wellbeing, as these are
the groups of people
more at risk of falling
ill and developing
severe disease during
this outbreak.

The Ministry
Health and Medical
Services  has  four
teams on the ground
actively ~ monitoring
the  situation  and
contingency plans are
in place to expedite

the diarrhoeal outbreak in Ba. Photo: SUPPLIED or escalate the response if

in the Balevuto medical area, including in
Nukuloa, Balevuto, Nacaci, Toge, Vatusui,
Tabataba, Naruku, Talaiya, and Moto.

Apart from the one suspected case that
has tested positive for Shigella sonnei,
two more cases have tested positive for
the bacteria eonteropathogenic E.Coli and
two cases tested positive for the parasite
Entamoeba histolytica.

There are pathogens that are spread
through the faeces of infected persons and
these are known to cause outbreaks of acute
diarrhoeal illness.

Further specialised testing of patient
samples will be done at a reference
laboratory in Melbourne.

The Ba team are working to ensure that
there is community wide close follow up of

necessary.

Chemical analysis of tap water from the
water supply scheme providing tap water to
over 6,000 residents conducted by Koronivia
Research Station shows all chemicals
are within the normal range for drinking
water standards (USAEPA Drinking Water
Standards, 2018; WHO Drinking Water
Standards 2019 Guidelines).

In addition to the already conducted
analysis of the tap water, the Ba Medical
team continue to collect samples from
alternative sources of water, that is, tanks
and borehole for analysis at Fiji Centre for
Disease Control (CDC).

The team have also collected food samples
for testing and are doing house visits,
supplying WASH Kkits, purification tablets

and conducting public health awareness.

The Ministry has assured all residents
that it is committed to addressing this issue
promptly and transparently to ensure the
health and well-being of our communities.

We implore all residents in the outbreak
and nearby areas, to prioritise good hygiene
practices, including boiling all drinking
water and proper handwashing with soap
and water before and after meals, as well as
after visiting the toilet.

We urge the public to promptly seek
medical attention at their nearest health
facility if they experience loose and watery
stools, along with any of the following
symptoms:

- Nausea (feeling like vomiting)

- Vomiting

- Fever

- Headaches

- Bloating and Flatulence (excess gas)

- Abdominal pain

- Loss of appetite

The Government remains committed
to ensuring the safety and health of our
communities, and we will continue to
provide updates as the situation evolves.

The Ministry of Health and Medical
Services continues to work in close
collaboration with partners including the
Water Authority of Fiji, the Ministry of
Rural and Maritime Development and
Disaster Management, office and the
Ministry of Education.

Source: (Ministry of Health and Medical
Services)

Everything starts with education: DPM Gavoka

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Tourism and Civil Aviation, Viliame Gavoka with the Minister for Education, Heritage and Arts, Aseri Radroro
with cultural performers at the opening of the 2023 National Education Summit in Denarau, Nadi.Photo: DIPESH KUMAR

By DIPESH KUMAR

THE National Education Summit is
an epicentre and a chance for various
stakeholders to discuss issues surrounding
the education sector and find ways to
improve the quality of education.

This was highlighted by the Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Tourism and Civil
Aviation, Viliame Gavoka, while opening
the 2023 National Education Summit.

Speaking at the opening ceremony in
Denarau Nadi, DPM Gavoka outlined
a visionary roadmap for the future of
education in the nation.

He shared that “everything starts with

education” while emphasising the crucial
role that education plays in shaping
individuals® lives, starting from the
earliest years of upbringing and extending
throughout one’s lifetime.

“Education is the foundation of strong
character, strong societies, and a strong
nation. And that’s why every parent or
guardian’s ultimate aim is to see their
children finish school and make a life for
themselves.”

He emphasised that the summit promises
a more inclusive, accessible and modern
education system.

“This is the forum that will be deliberating
on how best we can improve the quality of
our education, promote equality and equity,

and ensure that the education direction that
you will put together in the next three days,
will be relevant to the diverse and dynamic
labour market.”

DPM Gavoka highlighted the discussions
on the summit took place earlier this year
where the restoration of the education
sector was agreed to as a priority.

“We need to focus on the lifelong skill
training rather than student enrolment
number alone. We need to assess the
quality of students advancing to higher and
advanced education and the impact of our
current primary and secondary curriculum.”

“We need strong partnerships to provide
quality and accessible education at all
levels,” he said.

“In the 2023-2024 National Budget,
the Ministry of Education has been given
the largest allocation of $845 million. Of
course, the National Education Summit
which is being held after some 18 years is a
key part of our commitment to transforming
the sector.”

DPM Gavoka stressed that the global
education sector was everchanging and that
this summit was necessary to reform the
education sector to keep up with the new
learning trends.

“There are seven thematic areas which
form the foundation of this National
What
ultimately like at the end of this summit

Education Summit. we would
is to have consensus on whether it meets
current needs and reflects both the industry
and government priorities.”

“In 18 months, Fiji has lost 10 percent
of its labour force to the overseas labour
market. That’s about 35,000 Fijians. The
Minister for Education recently shared
that there are not enough teachers in Math,
Physics, Computer and Physical Education
and Music, Arts and Craft.”

The Minister shared that these are real
issues that need long-term partnerships to
address.

The Fiji National Education Summit
promises to be a turning point in the nation’s
pursuit of educational excellence, setting
a course for a brighter, more prosperous
future.
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State Lands administration:

How to apply for a lease

Surveyors from the Ministry of Lands and Mineral Resources during a recent surveying exercise in
Namosi. Photo: SUPPLIED

By LOTE RABOILA

N Fiji, there are three major types of
land ownership which are Freehold,
i-Taukei and State lands.

The Ministry of Lands and Mineral
Resources through the Department of Lands
administers State Land leases through the
provision of its core technical services
of land surveying, valuation, geospatial
assistance and land lease administration.

The division ensures that all state lands are
utilised to its full potential ensuring equal
land opportunities to all and to generate
revenue for the State in accordance with
the State Lands Act.

State Lands make up of around four
percent of all lands in Fiji.

In addition, all foreshore lands below
mean high water mark, the soil under Fiji
waters and the beds of navigable rivers
and streams are State Land. State Land is
not sold outright but some is available on
a leasehold basis. State leases are granted
and managed by the Director of Lands
through the following processes.

Eligibility criteria
To qualify for consideration, the applicant
should meet the following criteria:

For Agriculture Land:
- Applicant must be a Fiji Citizen and

preferably residing in Fiji.

- Preference will be given to bona fide
farmers with a farm plan and resume of
farm experience.

- Applicant must be able to comply with
the lease conditions.

- Must show capability to cultivate and/
or have experience in farm management.

For Residential Land:

- Applicant should be a Fiji citizen and
preferably residing in Fiji.

- Neither the applicant nor the spouse
should have any other residential holdings.

- Applicant should be able to comply
with lease conditions.

- Applicants should produce evidence of
ability to build a dwelling of the required
standard. Financial capability by way of
bank statement and/or FNPF statement is
necessary.

For industrial and commercial land

- Applicant should be a Fiji Citizen and
preferably residing in Fiji.

- Applicant should be able to comply
with lease conditions.

- (i) Commercial Land: Applicants
should produce evidence of ability to
build a commercial building of required
standard (Commercial Land) and have
the necessary expertise for industrial/
commerce. Financial capability by way
of bank statement or similar document is

—— — —y

necessary.

(ii) Industrial Land: Applicant should
produce evidence of ability to conduct
industrial activity or build an industrial
building of the required standard and
have the necessary expertise for industrial
purpose. Financial capability by way of
bank statement or similar document is
necessary.

The application process

e Applications must be made in the
proper form or apply via the Online State
Land Application portal on https://osla.

lands.gov.fj/.

* Applications received in the Divisional
Offices in Labasa, Lautoka and Suva will
be processed by the Lands Section at the

respective Divisional Offices;

e Applicant that satisfies all the
requirements of the advertisement will be
shortlisted.

e The shortlisted applicants are then
informed in writing of an interview.

e The unsuccessful applicants in this
part of the selection process are notified in
writing, with reasons accordingly.

e Successful applicants undergo the
interview process.
e The applicants are then ranked

according to the selection criteria.

e Successful applicants are notified in
writing with an ‘Offer Letter’ and the
unsuccessful applicants from the interview
process are informed in writing accordingly
with reasons.

e Successful applicants are required to
reply within 30 days, on whether they will
accept the lease offer or otherwise.

e For those applicants whose reply is
positive; their application is processed to
the lease preparation stage.

Preparation of Lease Documents

* Once approved, the lessee’s name is to
be inserted into the lease document before
it is printed for execution.

e Once the full fees are paid (within the
six months), the prepared lease document
is then released to lessee for execution of
the lease.

* The execution of lease documents
includes the initialling of all pages of

the lease document to be witnessed by a
Solicitor or a Commissioner of Oaths.

e After endorsement by the Director of
Lands, the lease document with a standard
lodgement form is submitted to the Stamp
Duty office and upon return is then
directed to the Registrar of Titles Office for
registration.

Advantages of a State land lease

“Applying for a lease on a State Land
through the Ministry of Lands and Minera
Resources means that the successful
applicant will receive a fully surveyed
land title as opposed to the ‘Agreement to
Lease’ document that is issued on i-Taukei
Land leases. This means government has
surveyed and done the valuations on the
land taking away that extra burden of
having to pay for surveying,” the acting
Director Lands, Josefa Vuniamatana, said.

Government’s Survey and Valuation
Divisions are both administered under the
Ministry of Lands and Mineral Resources
which are the regulatory bodies for
Surveying and Valuation works in Fiji.

On the other hand, Mr Vuniamatana added
that a land title opens many opportunities
for successful applicants as it can be used
as collateral to apply for a loan to either
build a house on a residential lot of for
farm development.

“Many people do not realise the
importance of having a land title. It is a
conduit for development. The opportunities
are endless! In addition, State Land leases
charge the least amount of land rental as
these are calculated based on up to Unused
Capital Value (UCV) of the land.”

All lands available for leasing from
the Ministry is advertised in the local
newspapers, Ministry’s website www.
lands.gov.fj and the Ministry’s social
media platforms (Facebook & Twitter).

The general public is also encouraged to
Ministry to inquire on available land for
leasing.

(Note: Lote Raboila is a senior public
relations officer at the Ministry of Lands &
Mineral Resources)

Minister for Lands and Mineral Resources, Filimoni Vosarogo with surveyors during a surveying exercise in Namosi. Photo: SUPPLIED
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FFA aims to strengthen support

for Fiji’s fisheries industry

Director General for the Forum Fisheries Agency, Dr
Manumatavai Tupouu-Roosen presents a token of
appreciation to the Permanent Secretary for Foreign
Affairs Dr Lesikimacuata Korovavala. Photo: SUPPLIED

HE Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA)

looks forward to working closely with

the People’s Coalition Government in

progressing the development of Fiji’s
fisheries sector.

This was conveyed by Forum Fisheries Agency
director-general (DG-FFA), Dr Manumatavai
Tupouu-Roosen during a courtesy call to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs permanent secretary Dr
Lesikimacuata Korovavala.

Dr Korovavala welcomed FFA’s commitment to
strengthen partnership for the long-term sustainability
of Fiji’s fisheries sector.

“While important works are being undertaken at the
national level, unity at the regional is fundamental.
Regional solidarity is key,” he said.

The deliberations looked at FFA’s critical role
in supporting the Pacific Island members in the
conservation and management of highly migratory
fish stocks in the region.

FFA has been working with Fiji to progress key
priorities in the fisheries sector including but not
limited to the review of national fisheries legislation
and the identification of ways to enhance development
of the sector.

Dr Tupouu-Roosen explicitly recognised and
acknowledged Fiji’s leadership in the governance of
fisheries at the regional level.

She reaffirmed FFA’s commitment to strengthen
support for Fiji through initiatives in the fisheries
sector.

Earlier on, the Fijian Ministry for Home Affairs
and Immigration announced the signing of a pivotal
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the
FFA to enhance the protection, monitoring, and
sustainable management of our invaluable fisheries
resources.

The MOU was officially signed by Minister for
Home Affairs and Immigration, Pio Tikoduadua and
Dr Tupouu-Roosen.

A Country Partnership Agreement signed by the
Minister for Fisheries, Kalaveti Ravu, during his visit
to the Solomon Islands earlier this year, also outlines
the key areas of cooperation between Fiji and FFA.

FFA works with member states to strengthens
national capacity and regional solidarity so its 17
members are able to manage, control, and develop
their tuna fisheries now and in future.

Based in Honiara, Solomon Islands, the FFA was
established to help countries sustainably manage
their fishery resources.

Since 1979, FFA has facilitated regional
cooperation so that all Pacific countries benefit from
the sustainable use of tuna — worth over $3 billion a
year and important for many people’s livelihoods in
the Pacific.

FIJI and Australia remain committed to
elevate and expand the Vuvale Partnership
between the two countries.

This was conveyed during a meeting held
between the Prime Minister and Minister
for Foreign Affairs, Sitiveni Rabuka and
Australia’s Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Senator Penny Wong.

It was an opportunity to discuss Fiji
and Australia’s bilateral and regional
cooperation ahead of the Pacific Islands
Forum Foreign Ministers Meeting (FFMM)
being convened at the Pacific Islands Forum
Secretariat last week.

Prime Minister Rabuka reaffirmed
Fiji’s unwavering commitment to further
strengthen cooperation at all levels of
development.

“I was pleased to meet Penny Wong to
discuss the key areas of cooperation and Fiji
is grateful to the Australian Government for its continued
friendship and support to us at a time when we aspire to
collaborate as Pacific family on issues that matters most to
our region,” Prime Minister Rabuka said.

Minister Wong said, “I was very honoured again to meet
with Prime Minister Rabuka and to have further discussions
with him about bilateral and regional issues and how we can
continue to work together”.

“I thanked him for his regional leadership as well as for
his friendship and partnership, along with his government
and country, for the people and the country of Australia,”
she continued.

Prime Minister Rabuka and Minister Wong reflected on
the breadth and depth of our long-stranding partnership
which encompassed an extensive number of shared

5

Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Sitiveni Rabuka with Australia’s
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator Penny Wong, following an official meeting held

in Suva. Photo: SUPPLIED

priorities including economy recovery, climate change,
infrastructure, health and education, trade and tourism,
aviation, defence and security, labour mobility, capacity
building, and regional solidarity.

The meeting was also an opportunity to reflect on the key
priorities to be discussed at the FFMM, which includes the
implementation plan of the 2050 Strategy; preparation for
the 78th United Nations General Assembly, the upcoming
Forum Leaders Meeting, COP28, amongst other regional
priorities.

A revised and elevated Vuvale Partnership is expected to
be signed by both sides during the Guest of Government
Visit to Australia by Prime Minister Rabuka, next month.

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Asst Minister represents Fiji at the Forum Foreign
Ministers Meeting

The Foreign Ministers of the Forum member countries at the 2023 Forum Foreign Ministers Meeting held at the Pacific Islands Forum

HE Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs,

Lenora Qeregeretabua attended the 2023 Forum

Foreign Ministers Meeting (FFMM) meeting on

behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister for
Foreign Affairs, Sitiveni Rabuka.

The Foreign Ministers of the Forum member countries
converged at the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat in Suva
for the annual meeting which was chaired by the host chair
of the upcoming Pacific Islands Forum Leaders Meeting,
Cook Islands Prime Minister, Mark Brown.

Asst Minister Qereqeretabua reaffirmed Fiji’s continued
support for the important work undertaken by the Pacific
Islands Forum and thanked the Forum for its commitment in
advancing regional cooperation.

Australia’s Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator Penny
Wong, and New Zealand’s Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Nanaia Mahuta, also attended 2023 FFMM.

The meeting highlighted the following key priorities for
the Pacific region; implementation plan of the 2050 Strategy,
global and regional strategic trends and dynamics, the
climate crisis, and a revitalised gender equality declaration.

It also emphasised the importance of regional solidarity
and collective leadership to advance Pacific’s prosperity.

The outcomes of FFMM will further inform the
deliberations to be undertaken at the upcoming 52nd Pacific

Secretariat in Suva. Photo: SUPPLIED

Islands Forum Leaders Meeting to be held in Rarotonga, Cook
Islands from November 6-10, with the theme: “Our Voices,
Our Choices, Our Pacific Way: Promote, Partner, Prosper”.

The 2050 Strategy, the five-year implementation plan is
scheduled to be endorsed at the upcoming Forum Leaders
meeting in Cook Islands.

The Forum Leaders thanked the Fiji Government for its
commitment, support and kind hospitality accorded in hosting
the 2023 FFMM.

Asst Minister Qereqgeretabua also met with Prime Minister
Brown at the margins of FFMM to discuss the way forward in
building stronger partnership between Fiji and Cook Islands
at the regional and global level.

It was an opportunity as well to update on the finalisation of
the new Development Cooperation Agreement (DCA), which
is anticipated to be signed formally by the leaders of Fiji and
Cook Islands at the Forum Leaders Meeting this November.

The DCA aims to elevate economic cooperation, air
transportation connectivity, trade, tourism, labour mobility
and address climate change between the two nations.

The two leaders then discussed prospects to enhance air
connectivity with the Cook Islands through direct flights and
collaboration in trade and tourism.

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)
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MOU to enhance digital
transformation across the Pacific

University of the South Pacific Deputy Vice-Chancellor Education, Jito Vanualailai, after the
signing of a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the Co-Founder Spirit of Endeavour Sdn
Bhd Mr KV Soon at the University of the South Pacific last week. Photo: NANISE NEIMILA

By NANISE NEIMILA

HE University of the South

Pacific and Spirit of Endeavour

signed a Memorandum of

Understanding (MOU) in Suva
recently.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
for Minister for Trade, Co- Operatives,
And Small And Medium Enterprises, And
Communications, Manoa Kamikamica,
highlighted that the MoU was the blueprint
for the concept of strategic collaborations
for the future of education, innovation and
enterprise development which will surely
ensure the future progress of Fiji and our
fellow Pacific Island neighbours who are all
part of the grand alliance of USP.

“Collaborations such as this between USP
and Endeavour are unique as it is guided
by the focus on instilling an engaged and
enlightened growth of our future citizens of
the Pacific Islands.”

DPM Kamikamica extended his gratitude
to both the University of the South Pacific
and the Spirit of Endeavour for their
commitment to this partnership.

“I look forward to witnessing the positive

impact it will have upon our beloved nation.”

Deputy Vice-Chancellor Education, Jito
Vanualailai, highlighted that while the digital
age was being embraced, “our commitment
to this mission has only deepened”.

“Recognising the boundless possibilities
that ICT offers, we pledge to maintain
a robust ICT platform that continues to
catalyze digital transformation across our
member nations.”

“Technology has changed the way the
world learns, communicates and innovates.
It has removed barriers, opened doors
to global knowledge pools and made
education more accessible than ever before.
For a region geographically dispersed as
ours, the digital realm offers the key to
addressing many educational challenges,”
Mr Vanualailai said.

He added that e-learning platforms or
virtual classrooms are about fostering
an ecosystem that supports world-class
research and innovation.

With new ICT initiatives, researchers in
Vanuatu can collaborate with peers in Nauru
or Tuvalu in real time, sharing insights,
pooling resources and jointly contributing
to global knowledge.

Work on review of National
Humanitarian Policy Commence

Assistant Minister for Rural and Maritime Development and Disaster Management Jovesa
Vocea and staff members of the NDMO with participants of the two-day consultation workshop
on the review of the National Humanitarian Policy in Suva. Photo: SUPPLIED

TAKEHOLDERS that attended a consultation workshop on the review
of the National Humanitarian Policy (NHP) were reminded that their
participation in the review process underscored their commitment to the
welfare of the nation and its people.

In addressing participants at the two-day workshop held in Suva recently, Assistant
Minister for Rural and Maritime Development and Disaster Management, Jovesa
Vocea, said in the realm of humanitarian work, coordination, and collaboration stood
as vital pillars, demanding unwavering commitment from the Government, civil
society organisations, international humanitarian agencies, and the private sector
alike.

As dedicated humanitarian professionals, Asst Minister Vocea stated, humanitarian
actors bore the responsibility of serving communities in times of adversity, often
grappling with limited resources and challenging circumstances.

“Today, we convene to assess the current National Humanitarian Policy’s
practicality, realism, and effectiveness in aiding your vital humanitarian work. We
aim to identify any existing gaps within the Policy that require attention,” Asst
Minister Vocea said.

“We urge you to ensure that the Policy remains aligned with the broader context
of our National Development goals, strategies, and priorities, as well as with
Fiji’s relevant laws and regulations pertaining to disaster management, emergency
response, and humanitarian assistance.”

“This policy must be inclusive, fostering the active participation of all individuals
or groups of heightened risk. It should also prioritise their unique needs,” he said.

Asst Minister Vocea reminded the forum that recent global developments such as
the enduring impact of COVID-19 and the ongoing humanitarian crises in places like
Ukraine, Morocco, and various other regions, highlighted the increasing importance
of our collective efforts.

“Hence, the work that you embark on over the next two days holds immense
significance. It will not only shape the landscape of humanitarian work within
our nation but also influence Fiji’s role in regional and international humanitarian
arenas.”

“I, therefore, call upon each of you to don your humanitarian hats and work
collaboratively toward the formulation of an inclusive, participatory, and holistic
Policy. This Policy should cater to the needs and aspirations of both the humanitarian
actors in Fiji and the communities we tirelessly serve.”

(Source: Ministry of Rural and Maritime Development and Disaster Management)

Fiji addresses DRR and climate change impact on soil health at Asia-Pacific Regional Conference

‘ ‘ E are steadfast in our commitment
to embrace innovative, sustainable,
and comprehensive approaches to
soil management.”

In a compelling speech delivered at the Asia-Pacific ‘4
per 1000’ Initiative Regional Conference on Soil Health
in Hyderabad, India, the Minister for Rural and Maritime
Development and Disaster Management, Sakiasi Ditoka
highlighted the the significant impact of disaster risk
reduction (DRR) and climate change on soil health in Fiji.

Minister Ditoka emphasised that there was an urgency
needed to address this critical issue.

“In Fiji, we have established the National Disaster Risk
Reduction Policy, which delineates 122 action activities
for Government implementation. This Policy serves to
facilitate the seamless integration of disaster risk reduction
measures across various thematic areas. Notably, one of
these critical thematic areas is Agriculture.”

He said the commitment not only transcends its role
in climate change mitigation but also serves as a pivotal
strategy for preventing and mitigating soil erosion.

Minister Ditoka said soil erosion has become frequent
outcome of natural disasters, such as heavy rainfall and
cyclones.

“It is imperative to acknowledge that erosion poses
substantial risks, including the depletion of valuable

topsoil, diminished agricultural productivity, and an
increased susceptibility to landslides,” he said.

“We have observed a concerning uptick in the frequency
and impact of these occurrences, emphasising the urgency
of our response.”

He highlighted that the impact of climate change and the
frequency of disasters weighed heavily on Fiji, given its
unique geographical and socioeconomic vulnerabilities.

The Fijian people, he stated, have witnessed the real-world
effects of global temperature rise, manifesting in rising
sea levels that threaten coastal communities, resulting in
coastal erosion and saltwater intrusion.

He highlighted that this dual-threat jeopardised both our
land and freshwater resources.

“Soil stabilisation techniques, such as reforestation,
terracing, and proper land use planning, can help prevent
landslides in hilly or mountainous regions, reducing
the potential for disaster-related casualties and property
damage,” Minister Ditoka said.

He also stressed that the far-reaching and undeniable
consequences of climate change threatened the stability of
our environment, communities, and economies.

However, one aspect of this crisis, he added was often
overlooked was its intimate connection to the soil.

“Amidst these challenges, we find opportunities for
resilience, adaptation, and mitigation. Sustainable soil

Ministry of Rural and Maritime Development and Disaster
Management, National Disaster Management Office (NDMO)
director, Vasiti Soko, and permanent secretary, Isoa Talemaibua.
Photo: SUPPLIED

management can serve as a powerful tool in our fight
against climate change. In light of this, the impact of climate
change on our soil demands our immediate attention. The
decisions we make today will shape the future of our soil
and, consequently, our planet,” he added.

(Source: Ministry of Rural and Maritime Development
and Disaster Management)
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Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad during his tour of the
Western Division this week. Photo: DIPESH KUMAR

By AZARIA FAREEN

HE Fiji Government is committed to
develop its National Population Policy -
one that is people- centered, rights based,
multi-sectoral and forward looking.

This was relayed by the Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad during his
participation in the opening session of the Pacific
Regional Preparatory Meeting for the 7th Asian and
Pacific Population Conference recently.

DPM Prasad also made a call to tailor strategic
policy responses to persistent and emerging
population and development challenges.

In highlighting the adverse effects of climate
change in the Pacific region, he said that “it is the
single greatest threat to the lives and livelihoods,
security, social development and wellbeing of the
Pacific population”.

“Our island communities stand in the front line
battling the impact of climate change and we also
faced the devastating impact of COVID-19,” DPM
Prasad said.

“Although Pacific communities are resilient
in nature, there is an enormity of challenges that
threaten our security and livelihoods, and the

traditional social systems
that hold us.”
“Progressing the

Programme of Action of the
International
on Population and
Development in the Pacific
is challenged by a host of
issues, including economic,

Conference

social and environment
problems,” DPM Prasad
highlighted.

“We continue to suffer
from diseconomies of scale
in production and exchange
of goods and services,
from export

markets, high vulnerability
to external market shocks and
increasing susceptibility to natural disasters and
climate change,” he added.

The country participants relayed how they
overcame their respective country challenges with
their limited resources and by employing home
solutions to continuous challenges.

DPM Prasad proposed a need to bring data into
evidence-based policy making and development
planning.

“Good administrative records and vital statistics
will produce data that can be analysed and used
to formulate policies and track the success of
development initiatives,” he said.

“Access torelevant socio-demographic information
at decentralized levels, takes us a step closer to
impacting the lives of those in the communities and
far-reaching areas.”

Furthermore, DPM Prasad said, “Technology for
geo-referenced information systems and planning
human resources for managing these data systems
and the understanding of population dynamics are
determinants of the scale, evolution, and spatial
distribution of the demand for social services and
humanitarian response efforts”.

remoteness

< = 3 S

— — —

who reside in these areas. It
allows the residents to elect
leaders who understand the
unique needs and challenges of
their local areas because they
are part of those communities.
This is about having the civic
pride that every resident has
and the developments they
think would be best for their
respective communities.”
“The forthcoming Local
Government Elections
testament to this commitment,
and we are dedicated to

is a

Minister for Local Government and Housing,Maciu Nalumisa with the permanent ensuring a fair and transparent

secretary for Local Government, Seema Sharma. Photo: ILISAPECI TUIVALE

electoral process,” he said.

By ILISAPECI TUIVALE

HE 2024 Local
Government Elections
will allow voters to
elect ward councillors

their
respective Municipal Councils.
The  Minister  for
Government and Housing, Maciu
Nalumisa, said the forthcoming

to represent them in

Local

Local Government Elections will
be a testament to the commitment
of the Coalition Government
to uphold the principles of
democracy and to empower the
residents of municipalities and
communities.

“It is our firm belief that the
power to choose representatives
in the council should be vested in
the hands of the very individuals

Face-to-face public consultations
will be held from September 25 to
October 14.

Any Fiji citizen who is 18-years-
old and over, already registered in
the National Register of Voters
used for national elections and
resides in a ward boundary within
a municipality for at least three
months will be eligible to vote.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Minister for Trade, Co- Operatives,
Small and Medium Enterprises, and Communications, Manoa Kamikamica
Photo: SUPPLIED
ONCERNS have been raised at the increased incidence
of scams in Fiji.
This comes after a series of recent incidents of
fraudulent impersonation scams.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-operatives,
Small and Medium Enterprises and Communications, Ma,noa
Kamikamica has expressed strong concern for the welfare and
financial security of ordinary people.

Individuals involved in these fraudulent impersonation schemes
are hereby warned that they will face the full brunt of the law once
apprehended.

“It is sad to see how deceptive people have become. My message
to the people of Fiji is simple - do not recklessly send your money,
please double check where and to whom you are sending money too.
To the scammers - Stop what you are doing, you will be caught,”
DPM Kamikamica said.

A Multi-Interagency Taskforce (Taskforce) chaired by the
Permanent Secretary for Trade, Co-operatives, Small and Medium
Enterprises and Communications has initiated investigations to
bring these criminals to justice.

The Taskforce includes officers from the Ministry, Fiji Police
Force, Fijian Competition and Consumer Commission, Consumer
Council of Fiji and Reserve Bank of Fiji.

In recent months, Fiji has witnessed an alarming surge in deceptive
individuals exploiting the trust of ordinary people.

These impersonators have posed as chief executive officers,
hotel managers and general managers, coercing staff members into
transferring money through digital platforms such as mobile money
and internet banking.

Investigations by the Consumer Council of Fiji have revealed that
these impostors use different aliases on the Viber app, perpetrating
these scams and preying on innocent consumers.

Consumer Council of Fiji chief executive officer, Seema Shandil,
expresses deep concern over the persistence of these fraudulent
impersonation schemes and the financial hardship they inflict on
unsuspecting consumers.

She emphasised the importance of exercising extreme caution and
verifying the identity of individuals before engaging in financial
transactions.

“If consumers receive messages from their supervisors,” Ms
Shandil advises, “they must check whether the phone number from
which they have received the messages belongs to their supervisors
or better yet, call their supervisors directly and verify.”

Vodafone Fiji’'s Head of eCommerce and Digital Financial
Services, Shailendra Prasad, urged customers to only send money
using M-PAiSA only to individuals and numbers they know and
trust.

For payment to a business the safest way to pay was either through
M-PAiSA QR Pay for an over-the-counter payment or by using the
business payment option in the M-PAiSA app where legitimate
businesses have registered to receive payment through M-PaiSA.

Fijian Competition and Consumer Commission chief executive
officer, Joel Abraham, seeks cooperation from the public to be
vigilant and help the Multi-Interagency Taskforce to combat these
scams effectively.

For more information or to report fraudulent activities or any
related information that will assist the enforcement agencies, please
contact the Consumer Council of Fiji on 155 or Fijian Competition
and Consumer Commission on 8921991.

By being vigilant, we can protect ourselves and our fellow Fijians
from falling victim to these impersonation scams.

(Source: Ministry of trade, Co-operative, Small and Medium
Enterprise and Communications )
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The Peoples’ Coalition Cabinet held its 15th meeting this year and the decisions made include the following:

Incentive Package for Fiji Water Flying
Fijians - Rugby World Cup 2023

Cabinet approved Government’s
incentive package of $5,000 per member
of the Fiji Water Flying Fijians and support
staff participating at the Rugby World Cup
2023.

The Fiji Water Flying Fijians, currently
ranked at 7th in the World Ranking, is led
by head coach Simon Raiwalui with 33
players and 10 officials.

The team has been placed in Pool C with
Georgia, Australia, Wales and Portugal, and
has generated immense interest amongst
rugby fans all over the world, including in
Fiji.

Sport is a fast-growing global business
with huge economic opportunities and
government has a duty of care to support
and incentivize our athletes and sporting
officials who have made remarkable efforts
to represent and promote Fiji.

Sports is close to the heart of the nation
and has a unifying effect as proven over
time with Rio Olympics, Tokyo Olympics,
Sevens RWCs, and the sterling performance
by the Fijian Drua and Fijiana teams in the
Super Rugby Pacific 2023. Government
therefore has a duty to recognize the
sacrifices made for the nation through this
incentive package.

There is no doubt that our 15s and 7s
team and their achievements are a unifying
factor for our nation. Rugby is a national
asset that arguably does more than any
other industry or figure to make known our
nation and her people to the world and they
deserve every accolade and encouragement
from the Government.

Government’s incentive package not
only acknowledges the achievement
and performance of the Fiji Water
Flying Fijians, but also symbolises our
commitment to honouring and uplifting
our sporting heroes, continued support for
uplifting athletes, fostering support to a
sporting culture that promotes health, unity
and national pride, in line with Government
priority of integrating sports for nation
building.

The 2023 Rugby World Cup is the tenth
men’s Rugby World Cup, the quadrennial
world championship for rugby union
national teams which will be held in France
from 8 September to 28 October 2023.

It will feature the world’s top 20
teams and will be hosted in nine venues
across France, with 48 matches played
in 51 days.

(Establishment  and

Registration of Schools) (Amendment)
Regulations 2023

Cabinet approved the Education
(Establishment and Registration of
Schools) (Amendment) Regulations
2023 (2023 Regulations).

The 2023 Regulations reverses
the decision made in 2022 on the
age requirement for enrolment in
Year 1, which had extended the age
requirement to include children turning

Education

six years old by 31 December in the Minister for Women, Children and Social Protection, Lynda Tabuya with children at an event. Cabinet
has reversed the decision made in 2022 on the age requirement for enrolment in Year 1.

year of admission.

This means that only children who
turn six in June 2024, will be allowed
enrolment in year 1 next year, instead of
those turning 6 by 31 December in 2024.

Prior to 2022, only children who had
turned six years old by 30 June in the year
of admission, was allowed enrolment in
Year 1.

This has been the practice in Fiji schools
for decades.

The reversal of the 2022 decision was
made in view of the impact of increased
enrolment to infrastructure, human
resources and several education assistance
schemes provided by Government.

The Ministry of Education will consult
with its stakeholders and parents who may
be impacted by the new Regulations and
provide an amicable way forward.

Fiji to co-host Regional Human Rights
Treaty Body follow-up review training

Cabinet agreed that Fiji co-host the
regional training in relation to the Regional
Human Rights Treaty Body Follow-Up
Review, November 2023.

The training will be co-hosted by the
Office of the Attorney-General, the
Ministry for Women, Children and Social
Protection, supported by the Pacific

Community (SPC) in partnership with the
Geneva Human Rights Platform and the
Commonwealth (Project Partners).

The United Nations Human Rights Treaty

Fiji Water Flying Fijian team after being presented with their jersey for the Rugby World Cup 2023

currently underway in France. Photo: SUPPLIED

Bodies play a pivotal role in the global
human rights framework, monitoring the
implementation of human rights treaties by
States.

Traditionally, Treaty Body reviews of
Member States have been conducted in
Geneva, the heart of international human
rights diplomacy.

However, as of late there has been a keen
interest to bring the review process closer
to national stakeholders.

This training will be the first of its kind
to pilot this new model of the follow-up
review process.

The Training will involve three key Treaty
Bodies:

- the Committee on the Elimination
of Discrimination against Women;

- the Committee on the Rights of
the Child; and

- the Committee on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities (Committees).

These Treaty Bodies were chosen due to
their broad mandates covering critical areas
of human rights, including gender equality,
children’s rights and the rights of persons
with disabilities.

Redeployment of Funds within the 2022-
2023 Budget

Cabinet approved the redeployment of
funds from within the 2022- 2023 Budget
to cater for the over-expenditure incurred
under the Fiji Police Force 2022-2023
Budget.

In any financial year, if ministries are
unable to meet unbudgeted or unforeseen
commitments from within their respective
budgets, there is a provision in the Financial
Management Act 2004 (Act) that enables
the redeployment of available balances
from other ministries to fund unbudgeted
or unforeseen commitments.

The Fiji Police Force 2022-2023
Budget incurred an over-expenditure of
$1,849.,488.20.

This will be sourced from the Renovation
and Maintenance of Government Quarters
and Public Buildings under Head 50,
Standard Expenditure 8 of the 2022-2023
Budget to regularise the over-expenditure.

Photo: SUPPLIED

Exchange of Note for Oil Spill Equipment

Grant Aid with the Government of Japan

Cabinet approved the Exchange of Notes
with the Government of Japan for grant aid
of FI$1.6 million.

The grant aid is to support the Maritime
Safety Authority of Fiji (MSAF) in
procuring oil spill equipment.

Oil spill equipment play a critical role in
mitigating the environmental and economic
impact of oil spills in marine and coastal
regions.

When oil is accidentally released into
water bodies, an effective response is
essential to contain, recover, and minimise
the spread of the oil.

MSAF is the maritime regulatory body in
Fiji and is responsible for developing and
implementing regulations and guidelines
related to oil spill prevention, preparedness,
response, and cooperation.

MSAF’s use of oil spill equipment
exemplifies its commitment to safeguarding
Fiji’s marine environment and coastal
communities from the potential devastating
effects of oil spills.

MSAF has been conducting oil spill
removal with the assistance of donated
equipment from New Zealand, with the
most recent oil spill removal operation in
February 2023.

With equipment procurement through the
grant aid, MSAF will be able to swiftly
and effectively respond using containment
booms, skimmers, sorbents, and other
specialised equipment that are essential to
prevent further environmental damage and
economic losses in the event of oil spills.

The grant aid is provided under Japan’s
Economic Social Development Programme
(ESDP) which is a comprehensive and
strategic initiative aimed at fostering
sustainable economic growth, social
progress, and overall development both
domestically and internationally.

The Government of Japan has been
assisting the Government of Fiji since 2016
through the ESDP Project. Recipients of the
grant aids from 2016 include the Ministry
of Rural and Maritime Development, Office
of the Prime Minister, Fiji Police Force,
the Ministry of Fisheries, the Ministry of
Agriculture and Waterways.
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FLYING
FIIANS

By FELIX LESINAIVALU

his was the message to the Fiji Water Flying
Fijians team by the Head of State Ratu Wiliame
Katonivere.
After their first game defeat to Wales in the Rugby
World Cup 2023 group stages, President Katonivere visited
the team to boost their morale for the rest of the tournament
Fiji has since then gone on to win against the Wallabies
after a gripping game with a score 22-15, a historic victory
as it was 69 years ago that Fiji last attained victory against
Australia.
President Katonivere said the team played a hard-fought
game and he was proud of their performance.
“This is just the first game, do not give up, because Fiji still
believes in you!”.
The Head of State wished the boys well for their remainder
of the tournament and urged them to get back on their feet
and move forward.
The Prince of Wales, Prince William also visited the Fiji
camp where he told the team that they had given the Welsh
team a hard-fought match and wished them luck in their
next game against Australia.
Meanwhile, Prime Minister Rabuka recently made an
announcement that Cabinet had approved Government’s
incentive package of $5,000 per member of the Fiji Water
Flying Fijians and support staff participating at the Rugby
World Cup 2023.
“The Government’s incentive package not only
acknowledges the achievement and performance of the Fiji
Water Flying Fijians, but also symbolises our commitment
to honouring and uplifting our sporting heroes, continued
support for uplifting athletes, fostering support to a sporting
culture that promotes health, unity and national pride, in
line with Government priority of integrating sports for
nation building,” Prime Minister Rabuka said.
with Wales at the Rugby World Cup 2023 in Paris, France. Photo: FELIX LESINAIVALU
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veitokoni nei Korea
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Ibe ni Yasawa

Dikevi tale na vuli tara ka me vakavinaka taki tale

RA sa na dikeva tale ka
vakavinakataka tale na
Minisitiri ni vuli na kena
tabana ni  Vuli tara se
Technical Vocational Education
Training.
Oqo era vakaraitaka na liuliu ni
Minisitiri ko Minisita Aseri Radrodro
ena nodra sauma na taro ena Palimedi
se cava e sa cakava tiko na matanitu

ena nodra tabana me baleta na vuli
tara me vaka ni a sa mai tarovi tu ena
matanitu sa oti.

Vakaraitaka ko Minisita Radrodro ni
nodra tabana esa na cakacaka vata tiko
kei na Higher Education commission
kei ira na kena veikoronivuli ni vuli
torocake ena noda vanua me dikevi tale
mada na vuli tara ena noda vanua.

Na veika eratou san a dikeva mai ena

vukea saraga na kena tuvani vou tale
na qaravi ni vuli tara ena noda vanua.
Me vaka ni na laurai na gagadre ni
cakacaka ena noda vanua kei na toso ni
tamata cakacaka ka sa yaco tiko nikua
ki valagi

Vakaraitaka ko Minisita Radrodro ni
nodra vuli na noda gonevuli e Viti esa
lako curuma tiko elevu na gauna ni
veisau ka sa veisau talega ena vuku ni

gagadre ni cakacaka.

Era sa caka boseka kina na minisitiri ni
vuli ena veiyasai Viti ena noda vanua
me laurau kina na veika edau gadrevi
me vakayacori.

Na veika oqo e tukuna ko Minisita
Radrodro ni na laki veitalanoa taki
talega ena Education Summit se
boseka baleta na Vuli ena noda vanua
ka namaki me vakayacora na matanitu.
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Bose mai Niu Yoka ko PM Rabuka

ERA tiko voli mai na vanua levu ko Amerika na liuliu ni matanitu ni
noda vanua, Paraiminisita Sitiveni Ligamamada Rabuka.(Itaba ena

Republic Fiji.
>> Fl]l Thankry’m~ P A

matau nodra vosa tiko)

Vakaraitaka ko Paraiminisita Rabuka na veisau ni gauna ena nodra
yaco mai Niu Yoka ena bose era tiko kina ka kena ulutaga iko na sainisi,
veisautaki ni veiqaravi kei na monalivaliva.

Era laki vosa tiko ena bose ena Matabose Cokovata kei Vuravura ka ra
tiko talega kina na veimatanitu ena veiyasai vuravura.

Tukuna ko Paraiminisita Rabuka ni veituvatuva kece era sa biuta mai
na veimatanitu kei ira na liuliu esa tukuna tikoga kina na bibi ni nodra
cakacakavata ka me kua sara e guileca.

Kuria ko PM Rabuka ni ko Viti esa toso tiko na nodra sasaga ni veiv-
akatorocaketaki ka dodonu me dau dikeva talega na veituvatuva eso me
salamuria tikoga na SDG se veivakatorocaketaki lewa matau.

Liutaka na matanitu ko Viti ko
PM Rabuka ena hoseka mai Niu Yoka

ERA liutaka na noda matanitu na Paraiminisita Sitiveni Rabuka ena
dua na boseka baleta na veivakatorocaketaki lewa matau ka vakaya-
cori tiko mai Niu Yoka ena Matabose Cokovata kei Vuravura.(Itaba ena
mawi ko PM Rabuka, Ambassador Filipo Tarakinikini, Minisita vuke-
vuke ni Ilavo, Esrom Immanuel kei na dua na lewenivanua kei Viti.)
Oqo edua na boseka namaki veira na liuliu ni veimatanitu baleta ni
dau mai veitalanoataki kina na macala se ituvaki ni nodra sasaga vaka-
matanitu ena veituvatuva ka solia yani mera qarava vakamatanitu.

Na veiulutaga eso era wilikina na valuti ni dravudravua, maroroi ni
vanua, tiko bulabula kei na vuli torocake.

Nodra tiko mai Niu Yoka na liuliu ni matanitu esa ivakaraitaki ni noda
sasaga na vanua o Viti kei na matanitui meda vakadinadinataka na
veituvatuva ni lewa matau ka sa tuvani mai ena Matabose Cokovata
kei Vuravura

Me kua ni dua e guilecavi.

Ko Viti esa cakacaka sara tiko vakaukauwa me rawata na veibolebole
0qo me vaka esa vakaraitaka na matanitu ena kena sa volaidusidusitaki
na gagadre ni leweni vanua en uto ni nodra veiqaravi vakamatanitu.
Ko Viti edua talega na matanitu ka sotava talega na bolebole ni lewa
matau ena veivakatorocaketaki ka sa wasea talega na nona italanoa ena
boseka 0qo me rawa ni veivakararamataki veira na lewenivanua ena
veiyasai vuravura ka vukea na toso ki liu.

Kuria ko Paraiminisita Rabuka ni sa kila tiko o Viti na kena bibi ni
kena rawati na vei tuvatuva oqo kei na bolebole ena kauta vata mai ena
bula ni lewenivanua kei na matanitu.
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Sainitaki tuvatuva
kei Viti e Suva

ERA mai sainitaka na tuvatuva ni
Matabose Cokovata kei Vuravura
baleti Viti se Fiji Country Imple-
mentation Plan ena noda vanua
ena macawa sa oti.

E rau mai sainitaka na tuvatuva
0qo na matabose cokovata kei
vuravura kei na Vukevuke ni
Paraiminisita Professor Biman
Prasad. (Itaba ko Professor Bi-
man kei UN Ambassador Dirk
Wagener)

E tiki talega ni tuvatuva ka oqo
na nodra veivuke mai na United

Nations se Matabose Cokovata

kei Vuravura. Oqo me salamuria
tikoga na sasaga nei Viti ka me
rawa ni veidonui tikoga na sasaga
kei na tuvatuva kei na veivuke
mai na UN.

Vakaraitaka ko DPM Prasad ni
ko Viti esa veidonui sara tikoga
na nodra tuvatuva.

Na liuliu ni UN ena noda vanua
Dirk Wagener e vakadreta na bibi
ni veidonui ni sasaga oqo ena rai
ni veivakatorocaketaki vakabibi
oira na veimatanitu lalai ena Pa-

sivika kei na veiyasai Vuravura.

Siga Tabu Seviteba 24, 2023.
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Marautaki na Soqo ena
Tebara

ERA marautaka na leweni tauni ena Nausori
na soqo ni veivakamarautaki na Tebara me
vaka era laki vulagi dokai kina na Minisita ni
Ilavo, Vukevuke ni Paraiminisita Professor
Biman Prasad. (Itaba ena imatau.)

Na ulutaga se ikau ni soqo ni marau oqo oya
na veivakaduavatataki ena loma ni vanua kei
na veitokoni ni lewenivanua.

Vakaraitaka ko Minisita Prasad na nodra
vakavinavinakataka na sasaga oqo ka sal-
amuria na sasaga ni matanitu mera dau vei-
wekani voleka kei ira na lewenivanua ena
taudaku ni veikoro lelevu.

Era sa vakavinavinakataki na lewenivanua
era veitokoni mai ka vakakina oira na leweni
$0q0s0qo ni soqo ni marauoqo ena nodra

biuta vata edua na porokaramu.

—amg]

(agaco na veiwekani ena
Pasivika

ERA sainitaka edua na veidinadinati na Univesiti ni Ceva kei Pa-
sivika kei na Spirit of Endeavour. (Itaba ena imatau)

0qo edua na veidinadinati ka na dewa me semati Viti kei na Pa-
sivika ena monalivaliva ka vukea na vuli torocake taumada ena
noda wasewase ni vuravura.

Era laki tiko kina na Minisita ni Vakauitukutuku, Manoa Kami-
kamica ka tukuna ni oqo edua na veisemati bula ka namaki me
na laveta caka an veiqaravi ena noda vanua ena vuli, veitokoni,
cakacaka vata ka levata talega na itagede ni veiqaravi ena noda
vanua ka vakakina ena Pasivika.

Vakavinakataki USP kei na Spirit of Endevour ena yalo ni caka-
caka vata.

Vakaraitaka ko Vukevuke ni Vice Chancelor ni Vuli ena USP Dr
Jito Vanualailai ni da bula ena gauna ni monalivaliva ka vakakina
ni vuli esa qai vakarabailevu ka vukei ena sasaga ni monalivaliva,
me vaka ni oqo edua na iyaragi ni veimatanitu ena gauna nikua ka
vukea nodra vakatoroicaketaki na lewenivanua wilikina ena vuli
kei na qaravi vuli.

(agaco na veiwekani ena
itabagone

ERA sa vakaqaqacotaka na nodra veiwekani na itabagone kei
Viti kivei Idia ena tabana ni veiliutaki kei na veitokoni. (Itaba ena
imatau)

Oqori ena nodra sotasota ni veisisivi ena vuli torocake ena vei
univesiti se koronivuli.

Vakaraitaka na Minisita ni Ilavo ka Minisita Vukevuke ni Para-
iminisita, Professor Biman Prasad ni dua na sasaga vinaka oqo
ena nodra veitokonitaki ena itabagone ena noda vanua

Era vakaraitaka talega na sasaga ni matanitu me baleta nodra
vukei na itabagone ena vuli kei na sikolasivi kei na sasaga ni kena
vukei na lailai ni kila ena vuli ena so na tabana ka gadrevi kina na

cakacaka.

A. Median

| B. Mode

C. Mean

D. Correlation Coefficient

Siga Tabu Seviteba 24, 2023.
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kidavaka na Tabacakacaka iTaukei,
Tabana ni Veitarogi Vanua, Matabose
ni Veika Vakaitaukei, Tabana ni Vosa
kei na iTovo Vakaviti na veisiko ni
gonevuli mai Cicia High School ena mataka ni
Tusiti 22.08.2023, mera mai sarava ka butuka na
noda valenivolavola liu e Draiba.
E ka marautaki nodra yaco mai na gonevuli,
nira mai veitalanoa kei ira na vakailesilesi, ena
nodra vakarautaki ira ina qaravi vuli.
Sa vakavinavinakataki na koronivuli, na itubu-

tubu, ena nodra veitokoni.

Kevaka e tiko na gadredre ni veisiko, sa na rawa
moni na veitaratara mai ena 3100 909 ext. 1008
/ 8991042 ka veitalanoa kei Mr. Joseph Kacilala
(imeli joseph.kacilala@itaukeiaftairs.gov.fj).
Vinaka Saka Vakalevu

SigaTabu Seviteba 24,2023.

RA veit-
alanoa na
Minisita
ni Veika ni
Vanuatani ena Pasivi-
ka ena noda vanua
baleta na tuvatuvaka
era sa qarava tiko
ena veimatanitu ena
Pasivika.
Liutaka na boseka
oqori na ParaiMinis-
ita maina Yatu Kuka
se Cook Islands,
Mark Brown.
Era lewena talega na
veiminisita ni veika
ni vanuatani main a
matanitu ena Pasivi-
ka wilikina ko Osit-
erelia, Niu Siladi, kei

Viti.

Vakadeitaki ira kina
na Minisita ni Veika
ni Vanua Tani ena
noda vanua ka vuke-
vuke ni Minisita ko
Lenora Qereqeretab-
ua na veitokoni nei
Viti.

Eso na ulutaga era
talanoa kina oya na
Draki, Vuli Toro-
cake, Veitauvatani ni
dodonu ni yalewa se
marama kei na tag-
ine se turaga.
Vakabibitaki talega
kina na sasaga ni vei-
vakatorocaketaki ena
Pasivika.
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RA mai ciqoma na
Vunivola Tudei ni
Tabana ni Marama,
Gone kei na Taqo-

maki ni Lewenivanua, Eseta
Nadakuitavuki na nodra vei-
vukei na Tabana ni Veivakato-
rocaketaki kei na Veitokoni ni
Matanitu ko Korea, se KOICA.
Oqo ena nodra vukei na
lewenivanua raraba tabusaka

yani ena noda Vitia ka salam-

uria talega na veiqaravi tau-
mada ni matanitu.
Vakavinakataki ira na liuliu ni
soqosoqo na KOICA ena Viti,
Kapchae Ra, ena nodra vei-
vuke mai noda vanua.

Na veivuke oqo ena tokona
saraga vakalevu na kena vukei
na lewenivanua ena noda Viti

vakabibi oira na marama.

KOREA ) ;
|NTERNAT.
COOPERATI v
AGENCY

SigaTabu Seviteba 24,2023.
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Vakadeitaki o Mr. Apimeleki Tola me Liuliu ni Veitarogivanua, Wai kei
na iQoliqoli

Sa maij cabeta na itutu vaka Liuliu ni Veitarogivanua o Mr. Apimeleki
Tola.

E cavutu mai na koro o Luvunavuaka, Dawasamu, Tailevu o Mr Tola ka
sosomitaki Ratu Vananalagi Vesikula.

E rawata nona koroi mai na Univesiti ni Ceva ni Pasivika ka a tekivu

veiqaravi vaka qasenivuli. A dewa ina Matabose ni Qele Maroroi nibera

ni lai veiqaravi ena koronivuli ni veivakarautaki e Nadave. A mai tara

toka na itutu ni Principal Administration Officer (VKB) nibera ni vaka-

deitaki ena nona itutu vou.
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“EDA A SUCU MAI MEDA LEWENIVANUA;
KA TU VATA KAYA NA ITAVI VAKAVANUA
MEDA COLATA NI KOTO KINA NA NODA

SAUTU.”

Qori na itukutuku era a tataunaki kina na Mataveitokani ni Wasewase o Nausori
ena nodra reli vakalotu a vakayacori ena valenilotu e Waila ena macawa sa oti
09.09.2023.

A sureti na Tabana ni Vosa & iTovo Vakaviti ena Tabacakacaka iTaukei me lai
vosa ena veiwekani ni vanua kei na so-Kalou kei na cava na betena ena gauna qo.
Na wasewase o Nausori e okati tiko kina e 4 na Tabacakacaka vakaitalatala, qo e
wili kina na Tabacakacaka o Nausori, Tabacakacaka o Natakala, Tabacakacaka o
Kuku kei na Tabacakacaka o Waila.

Era taurivaka tiko na ulutaga ni Veiqaravi - yavutaki na 4 4 na ulutaga e vakarau-
taka na Tabana ni Tabagone ena Lotu Wesele e Viti kei Rotuma.

Sa cavuti na vakavinavinaka levu ina loma ni Wasewase o Nausori ni rawa ni
nanumi tu mai na valenivolavola me bau lai tiki tale ga ni veiqaravi ena reli ni
Mataveitokani ka vakayacori tiko ena mua ni macawa sa oti.

Sa tu tale ga na vakanuinui ni na tomani tiko na veiqaravi vinaka ena nodra va-
kaveiwekanitaki vinaka noda isausauvou ena vanua kei na so-Kalou me itakele ni
nodra toso ki liu ena gauna bolebole qo.

Ke tiko na vakatataro ena vuku ni veiqaravi ni Veivakararamataki ena dau vakay-
acori ena Tabana ni Vosa kei na iTovo Vakaviti, e rawa ni oni qiriqiri ga mai ena
talevoni na: 3100909 ext. 1036 se talevoni veikauyaki na: 8991046/ 8991041 se
imeli mai vei: emosi.caniogo@itaukeiaffairs.gov.fj

SAUMI NA IVONO NI
VEIQARAVI VEI IRA
NA QASENIVULI

E vakadeitaka na Minisita ni Vuli o
Hon Aseri Radrodroni sa ra na taura
na ivono ni veiqaravi e na taudaku ni
koro lelevu na qasenivuli ka vaka kina
na tubu ni kedra isau o ira e ra vakato-
rocake taka oti na nodra kila ka.

Umani na na veika kece e na saumi
vei ira na qasenivuli e na iTuvatuva
Vakailavo ni Matanitu e na 2023-2024.
Era na okati e na saumi ni vono ni
veiqaravi ena taudaku ni veikoro le-
levu e 4,382 na qasenivuli ka yacova
mai nikua e sa ra saumi oti e 4,242 na
na qasenivuli ra veiqaravi ena taudaku
ni veikoro lelevu. Na sausaumi oqo e na

vagolei tiko e na vei wasewase kece ni

vuli ka ratou sa cakacaka tiko kina na
Valenivolavola liu ni Tabacakacaka e na
nodra saumi na 140 na qasenivuli era se
bera ni saumi.

Varaitaka tale ga na Minisita ni sa
ra vakatorocake take na nodra koroi
ni vuli e 131 na qasenivuli e na kena
itagede kece sara ni veiqaravi vakavuli.
Me yacova mai na ika31 ni siga ni
vula ko Okosita e sa sumai rawa e
$338,031.74 kivei ira na qasenivuli e sa
ra vakatorocake take na nodra koroi ni
vuli

E sa vakaraica tale tiko na na Tabacaka-
caka ni Vuli na kena talevi lesu na kedra
isau na qasenivuli ra qaravi na Sova ni
Vuli kei na kena vakamatanitu taki.
Tukuna na Minisita ni sa dodonu me
ra qaravi Vinaka na veiqaravi e na vei
Sova ni Vuli eso ni sa bibi sara na no-
dra cakacaka me vaka ni ra qaravi ira na
luveda era se qai tekivu vuli ka ra vaka-

davora tale ga na yavu ni nodra vuli ka.

Siga Tabu Seviteba 24, 2023.
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Ibe ni Yasawa

E dui tu na vanua kei na kena i yau eda dau kilai tani kina ka vakamareqeta.

Edua na ka e kilai tani kina na Yatu Yasawa balabalavu sa ikoya na ibe ni Yasawa ka ra

vakatoka me Lawasa.

Ena vica na itaba oqori era laurai kina na ibe oqo na Lawasa ka vakarautaki me nona i

dabedabe ka ivakamamaca na iLiuliu ni Matanitu o Sitiveni Rabuka ena nona a laki dolava

na Bose ni Yasana o Ba ena koro o Soso.

E kaya o Sereana Tabua na marama ni Soso mai Naviti ni ibe ni Yasawa e duatani ka ra tiko

o ira era kila vinaka na kena tali.

E kaya ni rawa ni tali me i coco, vakabati ka lako vata talega kei na delana se i davodavo.

BELILIDLES
© W NEW’ /.CENTRE

Na veivakararamataki ni tabana ni Vosa kei na Itovo Vakaviti ni Tabana ni Taukei era bau nanumi kina na lewenivanua mai Wainibokasi.

VEIVAKARARAMATAKI
—Tabagone ni New Life

Center Assemblies of
God, Wainihokasi.

“ENA SEGA NI MANA RAWA NA NOMU
TASEREKA NA KALOU LEVU O QARAVA
SE MO NA KILA VAKAOTI NA KENA
IVAKAMACALA KE O SEGA MADA GA
NI KILAI IKO TAUMADA”

Qo na itukutuku era a bolei kina na itaba-
gone ena isoqosoqo lotu na New Life Cen-
tre Assemblies of God, Wainibokasi, Nau-
sori ena nodra keba cokovata, ena ika30 ni
Okosita 2023.

Na veivakararamataki a qarava na Tabana

ni Vosa & iTovo Vakaviti ni Tabacakacaka
iTaukei ena nona veisureti na iTalatala Qase
(Josevata Tabuya) ina nodra keba na itaba-
gone, ka kena ulutaga vakarautaki - “True
Christian Identity”

Era a vakananumi ena bibi ni nodra kilai ira
taumada, na nodra isema ina vanua kei na
nodra iyaubula me itakele ni nodra qaravi
Kalou.

Sa cavuti na vakavinavinaka levu ina iso-
qosoqo lotu na Assemblies of God ena New
Life Centre e Wainibokasi ena vuku ni vei-
sureti.

Kevaka e dua na vakatataro, se tiko na
gagadre ena vuku ni veivakararamataki
va qo, Sa na rawa moni veitaratara mai vei
Emosi Caniogo ena imeli emosi.caniogo@
itaukeiaftairs.gov.fj se qiri ena 8991046, se
3100909 ext 1038.

Vinaka Saka

Siga Tabu Seviteba 24, 2023.
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Era vakacabo tiko na ivakalesilesi ni valenivolavola ni mata kei Viti i Niu Yoka, vua na liuliu ni matanitu. Paraiminisita Sitiveni Ligamamada Rabuka. Era era veiqaravi toka na lewei Viti era sa vakaitikotiko vakacakacaka

ena vanua ko Amerika.

Gigomi na veivakatura-
gataki e Niu Yoka

RA cigoma edua na nodra
sevusevu kei na qalogalovi na
lewei Viti era sa vakatikotiko
voli vakacakacaka mai na

vanua o Amerika na liuliu ni matanitu,
Paraiminisita Sitiveni Rabuka.

Era laveta ka cabora mai na kamunaga
ko Mata nei Viti kina vanua ko Niu
Yoka ena Matabose kei Vuravura,
Filipo Takakinikini.

Era vakaraitaka na nodra marautaka na
lewenivanua kei Viti era sa vakaitikotiko
vakacakacaka main a vanua ko America
ena nodra tadu yani na liuliu ni matanitu
mera laki veisiko vei ira ka vakakina
ena nodra ciqgoma na nodra sevusevu
kei na qalogalovi na gauna era laki sota
kina.

Era siko voli na liuliu ni matanitu ena

vanua ko Amerika me baleta na boseka

ni Matabose kei Vuravura ka liutaki ira
tiko yani edua na imatalawalawa kei na
ivakalesilesi ni matanitu ko Viti.

Namaki mera na laki sotavi ira na vei
liuliu ni veimatanitu ena gauna era tiko

kina mai ke ya ka vakakina na nodra laki

soli tukutuku talega kina matabose levu
kei vuravura ena vanua sa toka kina ko
Viti ena bula ni sasaga kei na tuvatuva
ka ni veivakatorocaketaki lewa matau.

Gauna vinaka dina veira na lewei Viti

era tu mai Amerika me vaka ni sa oti

edua na gauna era qai bau siko tale yani
edua na liuliu kei Viti ni oti na veisau ni
matanitu ka sa ra vakavinaka kina vua
na liuliu ni matanitu nodra bau nanumi

ira mera gole yani kina.
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