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By PRASHILA DEVI

FIJI has thrown it’s support to 
the “Pacific Zone of Peace” as 
part of the Blue Pacific’s invalu-
able contribution to global or-

der. 
This concept, which was brought up 
during the recently held United Nations 
General Assembly, reinforces dedica-
tion to fostering regional and global 
collaboration while sending a resound-
ing message that Fiji was a staunch ad-
vocate for peace, both at home and on 
the international stage.
As part of their 53rd Fiji Day message, 
President, Ratu Wiliame Katonivere, 
and Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, 
touched on this commitment.  
In the same vein, President Katonivere 

acknowledged Fiji’s disciplined forces 
personnel serving as United Nations 
peacekeepers and volunteers for their 
sacrifices. 
“They are always at the forefront of our 
minds on Fiji Day because they embody 
the notion of service to our nation rath-
er than self-serving,” he added.
Prime Minister Rabuka explained, “The 
“Pacific Zone of Peace” was rooted in 
the fundamental values of mutual re-
spect for each other’s sovereignty, ter-
ritorial integrity, and political indepen-
dence”. 
He said in a rapidly developing nation, 
peace was the catalyst for innovation, 
investment and economic growth. 
Elaborating further on this, President 
Katonivere said, “I reiterate the call of 
our Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka 

in his statement at the United Nations 
General Assembly on the introduction 
of the Zone of Peace as the contribution 
of our Blue Pacific to World Order”. 
The Head of State said after 53 years, 
Fiji was more resolute than ever to re-
main on that path of self-determination 
and self-governance. 
Prime Minister Rabuka added “as we 
celebrate our independence, we are re-
minded that peace is not only the ab-
sence of conflict but also the presence of 
cooperation and understanding among 
our people”. 
“In our multicultural society, peace 
serves as the cornerstone that nurtures 
unity and drives progress. It empowers 
us to harness the collective strength of 
our diverse backgrounds, cultures, and 
traditions,” he said.

“In our rapidly developing nation, 
peace is the catalyst for innovation, in-
vestment, and economic growth. It at-
tracts partners and investors who rec-
ognise the stability and potential of a 
peaceful Fiji.”
President Katonivere, while acknowl-
edging the forefathers of the land who 
contributed immensely to Fiji’s devel-
opment, said as a progressive economy 
and the hub of the Pacific in many areas, 
Fiji will continue to foster regionalism 
in facing regional and global challenges.  
“As we rebuild our nation together, we 
celebrate an inclusive Fiji, tolerant of all 
races, cultures and diversity whilst em-
powering the vulnerable. We celebrate 
Fiji that is our identity, our history, our 
future and our home,” he added.

Fiji embraces “Pacific Zone of Peace”Fiji embraces “Pacific Zone of Peace”

Head of State encourages students to Head of State encourages students to 
listen to their parents and teachers listen to their parents and teachers 

Students of Bright Little One’s Kindergarten School recently visited the State House.The visit culminates a week-long study of Fiji’s history and celebration of Fiji Day.
In his address to the students, the President Ratu Wiliame Katonivere urged them to listen to their parents and teachers and work hard so they could achieve their goals.

The Head of State wished the students well in their future endeavors. The students were accompanied by their teachers and parents. Photo: NANISE NEIMILA



By AZARIA FAREEN

FIJI is a multicultural nation and 
while progressing in a lot of 
areas, it has also allowed people 
of many nations, races and 

religions to be part of this beautiful country. 
This was proudly relayed by 18-year-old 

Joeli Nabuli, who is a year 13 student of 

Marist Brothers High School (MBHS). 
Mr Nabuli attended the 53rd Fiji Day 

celebrations at Albert Park last week 
and commended the efforts of the Fiji 
Government in making this occasion 
possible for the people of Fiji.  

“As we all know, Fiji was under British 
rule 53-years-ago and we thank our 
elders that made Fiji what it is now – an 

independent country,” he said. 
“I am an art student at the MBHS and I 

study history which is my favorite subject. 
I have a keen interest in learning about our 
past and history of our beloved country.” 

“I have an understanding of Fiji’s 
Independence Day by watching short films 
and documentaries of when Prince Charles( 
now King Charles) visited Fiji,” he added. 

“Today, we celebrate our Independence 
Day in the same place and on the same 
date,” he further added. 

Himmat Lodhia was another excited 
attendee at the celebrations who raised the 
Fiji flag proudly to show his patriotism.

“I applaud the diversity I see during the 
Fiji Day celebration with people from 
different backgrounds coming together as 
one to rejoice the country’s celebration,” 
Mr Lodhia said.

“The crowd gathered here waving our 
big banner blue proudly is a sight to see. 
This celebration has brought a lot of people 
together and this actually increases unity 
between them which I am very pleased 
about.”

“If we continue to take the country forward 
like the way we are, then in future we will 
definitely do good and grow further,” he 

added.
Speaking also from the event hosted at 

Albert Park, Minister for Employment, 
Productivity and Industrial Relations, Agni 
Deo Singh praised the sea of blue people 
wore to celebrate the Fiji Day celebrations.

“Everyone can see the celebration that the 
Fiji Government has organised at Albert 
Park is very nice and those individuals and 
families who are here are happy to celebrate 
the momentous occasion,” Minister Singh 
said.

“You can see the happiness on people’s 
faces and the Fiji Government will continue 
to carry the country forward with its people. 
Every single citizen of the country is equal 
whether they be a minister, farmer or a 
laborer – they all have equal rights in this 
country.”

“I want to see everyone happy, succeed 
in their work and for the country to move 
forward so that it impacts everyone’s life 
positively,” he added.

“From the People’s Coalition Government, 
I would like to wish each and every single 
person a very happy Fiji Day and pray 
that when we meet again after a year, our 
progression will be of another level,” he 
further added.
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Unity, heritage, and hope: Fiji Day 
celebration in Levuka

Public Holidays for 2024

Fiji, a multiracial nation

By JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

The Fiji Day celebration 
in Levuka was marked 
by a reenactment of 
the deed of cession 

on October 10, 1874, and the 
subsequent celebration of 
independence from Great Britain 
on October 10, 1970.

The event was officiated by 
Minister For Rural and Maritime 
Development and Disaster 
Management Sakiasi Ditoka. 

The day started with the 
reenactment followed by a march 
through the old capital and ended with a lot of fun 
activities for the attendees to enjoy.

Minister Ditoka emphasised the themes of unity, 
resilience and the need for trust in shaping the nation’s 
future.

“The celebrations, taking place in every division of 
the country, resonated with the government’s vision 
of “rebuilding fiji together,” he said. 

Minister Ditoka stressed the significance of this 
theme, stating that unity, perseverance and shared 
purpose were essential in crafting a brighter future 
for every Fijian. 

Nonetheless, he acknowledged the challenges 
faced on the journey to progress but emphasized the 
government’s commitment to rebuilding trust and 
confidence among the citizens.

Minister Ditoka,  in highlighting the Government’s 
openness to criticism and willingness to listen to 
the people, said “We know that in the term of this 
Government, things will go wrong. We are only 
human. We will not pretend that we are perfect”. 

As a small island state, Fiji has displayed remarkable 
unity, especially in the face of adversity. 

Minister Ditoka praised the collaborative efforts of 
the people in rebuilding the nation, acknowledging 
their hard work and dedication. 

He assured the public of the Government’s 
dedication to improving essential services including 
healthcare, education and infrastructure, with the aim 
of extending prosperity to every fijian.

Furthermore, Minister Ditoka emphasised the need 
for mutual respect and harmony among the diverse 
ethnic groups in the country. 

He urged citizens to change their mindsets 
and attitudes, fostering a sense of respect and 
understanding as fellow citizens of Fiji. 

Also at the event, Sereima Rawaisavu, a Year 7 
student from Levuka Public School, delivered a 
speech steeped in historical context. 

She took her audience on a captivating journey 
through Fiji’s past, highlighting key moments such 
as the nation’s cession to Great Britain in 1874 and 
subsequent independence on October 10, 1970. 

Ms Rawaisavu highlighted the initial British 
influence, touching on Captain James Cook’s 
discovery of Fiji’s natural abundance, which 
attracted settlers fascinated by pearls and fertile 
land.

However, Ms Rawaisavu passionately stressed the 
importance of preserving fiji’s rich cultural heritage. 

She acknowledged the contributions of early 
Australian immigrants in shaping Fiji’s economic 
landscape and emphasised that the nation’s strength 
lies in its customs and traditions. 

Ms Rawaisavu expressed the need for collective 
effort in rebuilding Fiji and urged citizens to start 
with small steps like environmental conservation 
and community nurturing. 

She said she was confident that by working 
together, Fijians can achieve remarkable progress 
and ensure a prosperous future for their nation.

Cabinet approved the 2024 Public Holidays as follows:
 
New Year’s Day                       	 -         Monday 01 January;
Good Friday                              	 -         Friday 29 March;
Easter Saturday                          	 -         Saturday 30 March;
Easter Monday                          	 -         Monday 01 April;
Girmit Day                               	 -         Monday 13 May;
Ratu Sir Lala Sukuna Day        	 -         Friday 31 May;
Prophet Mohammed’s Birthday 	 -         Monday 16 September;
Fiji Day                                     	 -         Thursday 10 October;
Diwali                                        	 -         Friday 01 November;
Christmas Day                           	 -         Wednesday 25 December; 
Boxing Day                               	 -         Thursday 26 December
 
The dates for the 2024 public holidays were confirmed after 

consultation with the:

* 	 Shree Sanatan Dharm Pratinidhi Sabha of Fiji for the celebration  
	 date of Diwali;

* 	 Fiji Girmit Council to celebrate Girmit Day;
* 	 Fiji Muslim League for the celebration date of Prophet 		

	 Mohammed’s Birthday;
* 	 Fiji Council of Churches for the celebration dates of the Easter 	

	 Holidays;
* 	 Ministry of iTaukei Affairs, Culture, Heritage and Arts on the 	

	 celebration of Ratu Sir Lala Sukuna Day; and
* 	 Office of the Solicitor – General for celebration of New Year, 	

	 Christmas Day, Boxing Day, and Fiji Day.

Suspension of Daylight Saving

Cabinet approved the suspension of Daylight Saving and 
appropriate legislative changes will be considered including the 
repeal of the Daylight Saving Act 1998 (Act).

Fiji observes daylight saving under the Act which empowers the 
Minister for Employment, Productivity, and Industrial Relations 
(Minister) to order any period of consecutive days between the 
beginning of October and the end of April, as a daylight-saving 
period.

Fiji has observed daylight saving since it was initially introduced in 
1998. The intention was to benefit both the public and private sector.

The last daylight saving observed in Fiji was from 20 December 
2020 till 17 January 2021.

Fiji Day celebration in Levuka was marked by a reenactment of the deed of 
cession on October 10, 1874, and the subsequent celebration of independence 

from Great Britain on October 10, 1970. Photo: JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

Many small businesses took up the opportunity provided by the Fiji Day celebrations to sell 
their items to the crowd that flocked to Albert Park for the celebrations.

 Photo: AZARIA FAREEN



THE 2023 Lease 
Security Bonus Payout 
ceremony symbolises 
the Government’s 

dedication to supporting the 
development and growth of Fiji’s 
agricultural industry. 

Fiji Pine Limited has been 
a significant contributor to 
the country’s economic well-
being and this event serves as a 
celebration of their achievements.

The Acting Minister for Fisheries 
and Forestry and Minister for 
Youth and Sports, Jese Saukuru, 
officiated the 2023 Lease Security 
Bonus Payout at Fiji Pine 
Limited’s Head Office, Lautoka, 
last week.

Minister Saukuru explained that 
the security bonus payout was 
introduced in 2013 and until 2022, 

the pine landowners had been paid 
$36.5 million and this year, the 
distribution to the pine landowners 
will be $6m. 

In handing of the payout, he said, 
“The success of landowners is the 
success of the pine industry”.

Minister Saukuru said that the 
lease security bonus was a form 
of payment that ensured sustained 
returns to the pine landowners.

The forestry business was 
inherently challenging, with 
fluctuations in profits due to 
external factors such as weather 
conditions. 

Despite the challenges faced 
this year, Minister Saukuru 
commended the resilience and 
achievements of Fiji Pine Group 
and emphasised the importance 
of working together for a brighter 

future. 
“I take this opportunity to 

thank and congratulate the board, 
management, and staff of the Fiji 
Pine Group for their exceptional 
delivery in 2023. It is with great 
honour that I announce and 
declare the payout of this year’s 
Lease Security Bonus Payment,” 
Minister Saukuru said. 

The Minister reiterated the 
Government’s commitment 
to the youth and sports sector, 
ensuring that Fiji’s young people 
have access to opportunities that 
foster their development and 
well-being.

(Source: Ministry of Fisheries 
and Forestry)
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Landowners benefit from 2023 lease security bonus payout to landowners 

Fiji highlights challenges at the 2023 
Human Capital Ministerial Conclave 

DPM Prasad urges adaptation focus

THE Fiji Government will be investing in rebuilding the 
technical education system to address the skills gap issue in 
the country.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Biman 
Prasad, brought up Fiji’s human resource challenges while participating 
in the 2023 Human Capital Ministerial Conclave plenary session held on 
October 13, 2023 on the margins of the 2023 Annual meeting for World 
Bank and IMF held in Marrakech, Morocco. 

DPM Prasad said that migration was a significant issue for Fiji, where 
in the last 18 months, around 10 percent of the formal workforce have 
left Fiji for more developed neighbouring countries. 

To address this, he said, the Government will invest and work together 
with existing service providers, including the newly established Pacific 
Polytech.

He added that the Government was improving the processes at the 
Immigration Department to ease the work permit process and to assist 
the private sector get more workers in Fiji for the needy areas in the 
short term, as we battle the loss of our skills to overseas countries.

Fiji was focusing on skills development and training at all levels of 
Fiji’s educational system and private sector is playing an important role 
in this.

The session, which was chaired by the World Bank Human Development 
vice president, Mamta Murthi, saw DPM Prasad talk about “How can 
governments leverage the private sector to reskill and upskill workers?”.

He explained that technical, vocational, enterprise education and 
training (TVET) was the modern-day solution towards transforming the 
Fijian economy to greater heights through the expansion of its human 
capital.

DPM Prasad added that the Government had re-established the 
Strategic Planning Office within the Ministry of Finance, Strategic 
Planning, National Development and Statistics. 

The Human Resource Planning Unit within Strategic Planning Office 
are responsible for national manpower planning including development 
and formulation of new National Human Resource Plan 2023-2027.

(Source: Ministry of Finance)

FIJI has once again called for more focus on 
adaptation to climate change and natural 
disaster as financing in this area remains 
low.  

This was one of the points raised by the Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Biman 
Prasad, as he attended the Pacific Governors 
Ministerial Meeting last week in Marrakech, 
Morocco during the 2023 World Bank/International 
Monetary Fund Annual meeting. 

DPM Prasad highlighted that adaptation was 
critical to vulnerable states as over 60 per cent of 
countries with the highest losses from disaster events 
are small island developing states. 

About nine percent of disasters in small states 
involve damage of more than 30 percent of gross 
domestic product, compared to less than one percent 
for larger states. 

DPM Prasad explained that while it had been 
noted that the mainstreaming of financing for 
climate change was being prioritised by multilateral 
development banks in their reforms, the component 
of financing for adaptation has remained low. 

He called on all international financial institutions 
to do more on adaptation. 

DPM Prasad emphasised that Fiji believes in 
regional solidarity because we need a united Pacific 
to address new challenges in the region like geo 
strategic competition, climate change and solutions to 
our unique challenges of smallness and geographical 
distance from major markets and narrow economic 
base. 

He highlighted the need for multilateral institutions 
and development partners to focus on investment in 
regional public goods with widespread benefits for 
the Pacific people. 

“Moving forward, there is a need for a deeper and 
much more meaningful regional integration.”

The meeting was chaired by the IMF’s managing 
director, Kristalina Georgieva. 

The session included presentations on global 
and regional macroeconomic developments and 
prospects, the size and risks to the region’s blue 
economy, demographic and migration trends, and 
other key policy challenges, with an emphasis on a 
roundtable discussion. 

DPM Prasad provided an update on Fiji’s 
economic progress in the last nine months. 

After a strong 20 percent growth last year and 
a further eight percent projected for this year, the 
economy was on a path to full recovery and growth 
was expected to be sustainable. 

He further added that despite the global economic 
recovery seen thus far, it remains slow and uneven, 
with significant downside risks impacting the 
outlook. 

He further added that domestically, Fiji was also 
grappling with high emigration and the constant 
threat of climate change-induced extreme weather 
events, which have the potential to severely derail 
economic growth and sustainability going forward. 

DPM Prasad said the aftermath of the COVID-19 
pandemic and the resulting permacrises has left Fiji 
with elevated debt levels and more sensitive to the 
pricing of financing options. 

Maintaining debt sustainability was critical for 
vulnerable countries and for Fiji to continue on 
its development path while addressing climate 
adaptation and mitigation, access to larger volumes 
of concessional resources will be vital. 

(Source: Ministry of Finance)

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad, with other delegates attending the Pacific Governors 
Ministerial Meeting last week in Marrakech, Morocco as part of the 2023 World Bank/International Monetary Fund 

Annual meeting. Photo: SUPPLIED

Acting Minister for Fisheries and Forestry and Minister for Youth and Sports, 
Jese Saukuru, with landowners at the 2023 Lease Security Bonus Payout at 

Fiji Pine Limited’s Head Office, Lautoka, last week. Photo: SUPPLIED

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad, participates in 
the 2023 Human Capital Ministerial Conclave plenary session held on October 

13, 2023 on the margins of the 2023 Annual meeting for World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund held in Marrakech, Morocco. Photo: SUPPLIED
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By DIPESH KUMAR 

FIJI Day celebrations at the Golden Age Home 
saw the elderly being acknowledged for their 
contribution to the development of the nation. 

The Golden Age Home in Lautoka came alive 
with vibrant colours and joyful spirits as residents and 
staff gathered to celebrate Fiji Day on the 10th of October, 
commemorating Fiji’s rich history and culture.

The home, which provides care and support to elderly 
citizens became the centre for community gatherings as 
celebrations held there were a testament to the enduring 
spirit of unity and patriotism.

Golden Age Home’s senior welfare officer, Clement 
Dari, shared that the celebration was a gesture of giving 
back to the elderly who have done their part towards the 
nation’s growth.

Mr Dari said that it was only fitting to recognise the 
contributions of the older generation as they have played a 
vital role in nation-building.

“This is something to boost their morale as well, we are 
all celebrating because today is the 53rd birthday of Fiji so 
regardless of whether you are in this home or elsewhere we 
are all Fijians so we are celebrating when it comes to Fiji’s 
birthday.”

“This a way of giving back to the community and giving 
back to the senior citizens.”

Commissioner for the Western Division, Apolosi 
Lewaqaia, also emphasised the importance of Fiji’s unity 
in diversity, praising the contributions of the elderly 

citizens present and acknowledging their role in shaping 
the nation’s history.

He recounted memorable moments in Fiji’s journey to 
independence and highlighted the values of resilience, 
togetherness and cultural richness that have been the 
bedrock of Fiji’s identity.

“Today is the day for unity as we progress together as 
one and most importantly celebrate our shared history as 

a nation. I urge everyone to come forward and participate 
in the development of our division, our nation, and our 
country as a whole.”

The Fiji Day celebrations at the home were marked by 
various activities that not only brought smiles to the faces of 
the elderly residents but also fostered a sense of community 
and belonging among all those who attended.

Fiji Day celebrations to boost morale of senior citizens 

Tara Wati has come a long wayMore than 400 people turn up 
to celebrate Fiji Day in Labasa

By JOSAIA RALAGO

SE V E N T Y- N I N E -
YEAR-OLD Tara 
Wati of Batinikama, 
in Labasa believes 

that Fiji Day should always 
be commemorated with 
all communities as an 
acknowledgement of how far 
we have come as a nation.

This was why despite her age 
and the heat Ms Wati was a part 
of more than 400 people from 
different parts of the Northern 
Division who gathered at the 

Subrail Park to commemorate 
Fiji’s 53rd year of independence.

“Fiji Day is a very special day 
for all of us and we are blessed that the Government always brings 
us together to mark this event,” she said.

Having lived through the day when Fiji gained its nationhood, Ms 
Wati said it was always a momentous occasion to mark Fiji Day 
with members of the community, to encourage unity and take stock 
of how the country has developed since gaining independence.

Similar sentiments were expressed by a 69-year-old Semesa 
Ramuacala who travelled all the way from Virikilai, a village in the 
interior of Vanua Levu to be a part of the celebrations.

Mr Ramuacala could vividly remember the excitement in their 
community over the news about Fiji gaining its independence.

“It was a day that’s etched in my memory, as a young 16-year-
old boy in the village – I could remember the excitement in the 
atmosphere, the celebrations in the village as we could not make it 
to Suva,” he said.

“The 10th of October is a day when our spirit of patriotism is at its 
peak – as we celebrate how far we have come as a nation and how 
we always come together as one in unity because to me, that is what 
Fiji Day is about.”

Mr Ramuacala added that he was grateful for the development that 
continues to take place in the country as it elevates Fiji to greater 
heights as a nation.

Assistant Minister for Rural and Maritime Development, Jovesa 
Vocea, while officiating at the event highlighted the importance of 
rebuilding trust and unity, “so that we can continue to progress as 
a nation”.

By JOSAIA RALAGO

MORE than 400 ‘northerners’ stood 
in unity under the Noble Banner 
Blue to mark Fiji’s 53rd year of 
independence at the Subrail Park in 

Labasa this week.
With the theme “Rebuilding Fiji Together” in 

mind, the people of the North- both young and old, 
including members of the civil service, civil society 
organisations, students and members of the public, 
turned the streets of Labasa Town into a sea of blue 
as they began the celebrations with a march.

The Assistant Minister for Rural and Maritime 
Development, Jovesa Vocea, while officiating at the 
event said that the Fiji Day celebrations was not only 
a time of reflection about the nation’s 53 years of 
history, but also about envisioning a brighter future.

“Today’s celebration is for you and the contributions 

you have made to make Fiji what it is today,” Asst 
Minister Vocea said.

“Fiji is a home to many and with our inclusive 
theme “Rebuilding Fiji Together” we should all 
unite and celebrate our state’s independence.

“As a sovereign state, we have shown great 
resilience by overcoming many challenges along 
the way, and this has only been made possible by 
the people of this country that have called Fiji their 
home.”

He also highlighted that Government will continue 
to improve access to necessary services such as 
healthcare, strengthening education opportunities, 
improving access and quality of the road and 
maintenance.

 “The current stance by the Government of 
ensuring that everyone is adequately supported 
across our beloved nation has never been better 
and is generating the current prosperity that we are 
determined to extend to every Fijian,” Asst Minister 
Vocea said.

Children turned up in  numbers with their parents at the 
Subrail Park to mark Fiji Day. Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO

79-year-old Tara Wati during the Fiji 
Day celebrations in Labasa.  

Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO

Assistant Minister for Rural and Maritime Jovesa Vocea at 
the Fiji Day celebration in Labasa.  

Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO

Senior citizens at the Golden Age Home in Lautoka were recognised for their contributions to the nation during the celebration of Fiji Day. 
Photo: SUPPLIED
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Daku thankful for Fiji Day celebration

Early Fiji Day celebrations for France

Aroma Kitchen takes full 
advantage of Fiji Day celebration 

By JAMIL SULEMAN 

PEOPLE from all works of life turned up in 
numbers to mark the day Fiji gained independence 
53 years ago.

One of them was 69-year-old Ilimo Daku who 
was among the many Fijians at the celebration enjoying 
his second Fiji Day event at Albert Park after more than 50 
years.

Mr Daku, who originally hails from Vanua Levu, said the 
festivities on Fiji Day made everyone joyful and reminded 
them of how much they previously enjoyed the Fiji Day 
holiday. 

The Tamavua resident also said everyone had a great time 
and felt united by the event.

“I am so proud, after so many years we see people so 
happy to get together and enjoy their Fiji Day celebration,” 
Mr Daku said

 “I came by myself to join the crowd and celebrate with 
the people.” 

 “This is my second time, the very first time was back 
in the 70’s so after so many years I came back today,” Mr 
Daku further said. 

He recalled living in Savusavu when Fiji gained its 
independence in 1970, then coming to Suva for his 
secondary school education in 1971. 

“It is very good to see there has been very big changes in 
regards to the people, the environment and the economy,” 
Mr Daku said.  

“Hopefully they will continue on with this kind of 
celebration in the next 10 or 15 years, so much the better,” 
he further elaborated. 

For Arieta Naisoro, who is originally from Lomaiviti but 
currently resides in Lami, it was a day to celebrate with 
her two grandchildren so that they can witness the Fiji Day 
celebration.

 “For me, Fiji Day brings back memories of when we were 
in school and today I just wanted to bring my grandchildren 
to Albert Park as their dad is away in Australia,” Mrs 
Naisoro said.

This year the Fiji Day celebrations were marked at 
multiple locations, including Albert Park in Suva, Natabua 
Golden Age home, Churchill Park in Lautoka, Subrail Park 
in Labasa and Levuka. 

By FELIX LESINAIVALU

THE early celebrations of Fiji Day by the Fijian 
community in Lormont, Bordeaux France meant 
a lot for 29-year-old Waisea Vosa who has not 
been home in a while.

 “This means a lot to Fijians living so far from home, 
to have a taste of what it’s like to have someone like the 
President here to celebrate Fiji Day with us.”

 “It was an awesome experience to celebrate Fiji Day with 
Fijians from all over France.”

Mr Vosa, who is in the French Foreign Legion, thanked 
his family in Kinoya for always supporting him and said he 
could not wait to be back home with them.

The President, Ratu Wiliame Katonivere, who was the 
chief guest during the Fiji Day celebrations, said it was a 
privilege for him to mark Fiji Day celebrations in the city of 

Bordeaux, and especially in the suburb of Lormont, with the 
Fijian community.

“I was a young child when Fiji gained its independence.”
 “But I remember the aspirations that our parents had for Fiji. 

They envisioned a Fiji that is strong and resilient, that valued 
unity and equality in diversity that embraced the world with 
openness and curiosity, despite its geographical isolation.”

The Head of State added that they dreamt of a Fiji that was 
inclusive and respectful of difference. 

“A prosperous and progressive Fiji that offered economic 
opportunities and social justice to all its citizens.”

“We have realised that we cannot build a future on the 
foundations of inequality, greed, or opportunism.”

President Katonivere said Fijians have discovered that we 
can only build a future on the pillars of inclusive policies and 
social cohesion.

By JAMIL SULEMAN

FIJIANS from around the country converged 
into the capital city to commemorate Fiji’s 
53rd year of independence. 

It was a joyous occasion with crowds of 
families, friends and civil servants dressed up in blue 
to participate in the Fiji Day celebrations and enjoy 
the Fiji Day market stalls at Albert Park.

The Fiji Day market stalls at Albert Park was a clear 
favourites as people took advantage of homemade 
products, food, and artworks that was on sale. 

Entrepreneur, Felicia Keeys, said she was so 
grateful to be part of the Fiji Day celebrations as it 
provided a good opportunity for businesses to grow 
their clientele. 

“Today you get to see many new faces, new 
customers, you get to tell them about your products 
and listen to their stories,” Mrs Keeys said. 

The business owner of Aroma Kitchen said Fiji Day 
was all about coming together.

The business that was founded in 2019 specialises 
in gluten and sugar free products which is also vegan. 

“It consists of pickles, dips and chutneys which you 
can incorporate it into a condiment or sauce,” Mrs 
Keeys said. 

“The concept came because my husband is gluten 
free and in 2018 Fiji did not have enough gluten free 
products to cater. So, I did my research and found 
out that all these traditional Indian pickles are gluten 
free,” she added. 

Mrs Keeys further added that their products use 
local ingredients that are readily available except for 
Himalaya salt that she imports from New Zealand. 

She added the business name “Aroma Kitchen” 
originated from the aroma that was emitted by their 
products which attracts customers to their stall. 

Mrs Keeys further highlighted that the business has 
gained popularity during the Rock Markets.

Owner of Aroma Kitchen, Felicia Keeys at her booth 
during the Fiji Day celebrations at Albert Park.

Photo: JAMIL SULEMAN

Ilimo Daku from Vanua Levu enjoying his outing during the Fiji 
Day celebration at Albert Park. Photo: JAMIL SULEMAN 

Arieta Naisoro with her two grandchildren. 
Photo: PRASHANT SINGH

[L-R] First Lady Filomena Katonivere, Sikeli Cawanikawai, Waisea Vosa, Teiti Sikuri, President Wiliame Katonivere and Asaeli Daulakeba 
during the President’s tour at the French Foreign Legion in Paris, France Photo: FELIX LESINAIVALU
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Lal goes down memory lane

Double Fiji Day celebration for six new citizens

By AZARIA FAREEN

IT has been 53-years since Fiji gained 
independence from Great Britain in 1970 
and 80-year-old Rattan Lal fondly recalls 
his participation during the celebrations at 
the Albert Park on that day.

“I went to attend the celebrations of the 
Fiji Independence Day with the head of a 
Ramayan Mandali who had received an 
invitation from the Sanatan Dharam of 
Fiji,” Mr Lal recalled.

“I must have been in my mid 20’s and I 
was working at a furniture shop back then. 
There were a few people who I went with 
and we took a copy of the Ramayan and 
the Bhagavat Gita which we presented to 
Prince Charles (now King Charles).” 

“I met a lot of dignified people at the 
celebration that time and I remember being 
in class three when the late Queen Elizabeth 
visited Fiji,” he added. 

Mr Lal, while reminiscing his earlier 
memories, shared that he was with some 
students standing in a line near the roadside 
with a flag during the visit by late Queen 
Elizabeth.

“There were a lot of happy people around 
cheering, clapping and a lot of dancing was 
happening,” he said.

“Back then, the Fiji currency used to be 
in pounds and shillings which was very 

strong compared to some countries. With 
very little money you could manage your 
household compared to now.” 

“I set-up my furniture shop in the month of 
November in 1970 after Fiji’s independence 
and it is still operational today,” he added. 

Mr Lal relays that it has been 53-years 
since he started his business and it is doing 
well, in particular getting contracts from the 
hospitals and schools.

“When the Tropical Cyclone Winston 
and Tropical Cyclone Yasa hit Fiji, a lot 
of schools were damaged and needed 
rehabilitation,” he said. 

“In this regard, the Australian High 
Commission gave me a contract of making 
and delivering chairs and tables for 27 
schools,” he added. 

Also attending the Fiji Day celebrations 
at Albert Park last week was Amina Bibi 
commended the hype and good spirit of 
those gathered to partake in the celebration. 

“I reside in Nadawa and came here to 
be part of this celebration to honour my 
country,” she said. 

“During the celebration of the Fiji 
Independence Day in the year 1970, I was 
schooling and used to live in Toorak then.”

“I was in class four and l remember my 
school celebrating the occasion with the 
students and teachers,” she added.

By ILISAPECI TUIVALE

SIX individuals who were granted 
citizenship on Fiji Day now 
have another reason to celebrate 
the country’s most anticipated 

national holiday.
Officiating at the event that was a 

first of its kind during the Fiji Day 
celebration this year, the President, Ratu 
Wiliame Katonivere presented Abel 
Qiolevu, Zanima Qoqonokana, Elainah 
Ratoto, Bulou Amalaini Ratoto, Philippe 
Garand and Ali Ahmad their Citizenship 
Certificates.

The presentation was done in the 
presence of the Attorney-General, Siromi 
Turaga, the Minister for Home Affairs and 
Immigration, Pio Tikoduadua, Legal Aid 
Commission’s acting director, Seremaia 
Waqainabete and other high-level 
Government dignitaries.

The Head of State congratulated the 
recipients and reminded them to exercise 
their right to vote, be law-abiding citizens 
and ensure their civic responsibilities and 
contributions to their communities are 
conducted.

 “I am pleased to say that we have 
improved in our processes of issuing 
citizenship awards. Previously, these 
awards were simply certificates posted or 
collected at the counters or other preferred 
mode by the applicant.”

 “Today we convene at the State House 
and I thank the Minister of Home Affairs 
for this foresight and commitment to 
have this ceremony eventuate. Most 
importantly to see through that there is 
inclusivity in all applicants that have 
applied for their citizenships and all due 
diligence is attended to accordingly.”

 “The Coalition Government recognises 
the existence of dual nationality and 
permits former Fiji citizens under Part 5, 
clause 14 of the Citizenship of Fiji Act 
2009 to re-apply for Fiji citizenship.”

 “Former Fiji citizens who have become 
naturalised citizens of another country 
can apply for Fiji citizenship. To offer 
some clarity, a person who has dual 
citizenship or dual nationality is one who 
is simultaneously a citizen of two different 
nations.

“Although this is prohibited in certain 
nations, it is important to keep in mind 
that citizenship carries both rights and 
responsibilities. While a person may have 
citizenship in two or more countries and 

benefit from each one, they may also be 
subject to tax regulations or national service 
requirements,” President Katonivere said.

One such recipient, Zanima Qoqonokana, 
said that it was her father’s employment 
that brought her family to Fiji. 

Originally from the Solomon Islands, 
Zanima said she loves everything about Fiji 
and it has been her home since 2013. 

She attended Indira Gandhi Primary 
School and Jai Narayan College before 
pursing her Bachelor’s Degree in marine 
science at The University of the South 
Pacific (USP).

“My father works at the Pacific Eye 
Institute and planning to join the workforce 
in Fiji was what encouraged me to apply for 

citizenship as my dad is already a citizen of 
Fiji,” Ms Qoqonokana said.

Philippe Garand, a Frenchman who has 
been in Fiji for more than 14 years shared 
the special moment with his family who 
were present at the presentation of his 
certificate. 

He is the Culinary Director at Holiday 
Inn Suva and has actively contributed to 
the country’s tourism industry through the 
training and skills development of students 
enrolled in tourism courses at the Fiji 
National University and USP. 

For Mr Garand, it was the attachment that 
he has formed with the locals that got him 
to make Fiji his home in the Pacific.

Octogenarian, Rattan Lal inside his furniture shop. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

Phillipe Garand, second from left, with his family and the Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs, Lenora Qereqeretabua after the Citizenship Award 
ceremony at the State House on 10th October, 2023. Photo: ILISAPECI TUIVALE
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Florist acknowledges Government for 
flourishing business

Recipient grateful for Government grant

By AZARIA FAREEN
 

NINA Tuimouta hails from 
Nasau, Koro Island and 
has been a recipient of the 
Government’s COVID-19 

Concessional Finance Support Package to 
support Fiji’s Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises. 

The 54-year-old who lives in Kinoya 
received $7,000 in the form of concessional 
loan in 2021 which she used in growing her 
small business.

“I was so happy and very fortunate to be 
selected as one of the recipients from the 
Suva municipal market and I would like to 
thank the Fiji Government for helping us,” 
Ms Tuimouta said. 

“I paid an accountant to fill out the 
application form for me and I went through 
the process patiently and got the loan which 
really helped me during my hard time,” she 
added.

“I used to sell fruits and vegetables before 
and it used to be very hard as you have to sit 
in the corridor to sell your produce. I have 
been operating from the Suva market as a 
florist for the past 25-years and I get to go 
home by 3pm to 4pm, which is way better.” 

“This is a really good venture to get into 
and any woman staying home can do this 
easily as being in this business is just like 
putting on make-up, as I use dark colored 
flowers because it’s very striking and it 
is popular with the customers too,” Ms 
Tuimouta added.

She considers herself very lucky to get 
orders from some five-star hotels such 
as the Grand Pacific Hotel in Suva and 
Kokomo Island in Nadi to whom she has 

been supplying flowers to.
“I also supply flowers to Fiji Television, 

Suva Private Hospital, the Bank of Baroda 
and the Bank of the South Pacific are my 
loyal clients,” she highlighted.

“My business was running well but 
when I received the concessional loan, my 
business just rose to another level which 
prompted me to buy my stocks for the 
flowers. I was so lucky to have made use of 
that $7,000 wisely.”

“I employ some ladies to help me when I 
am busy just like today, I am preparing an 
order for a wreath and other days you are so 
busy that you cannot do it alone - we just 
have to share and care,” she added.

“I plant my own flowers at home and put 
them together myself. I believe we just have 
to keep working until it is your calling. Our 
age does not change the way you do your 
work,” Ms Tuimouta further added.

She says that some ladies at the Suva 

Municipal market are about 65-years old 
and still sitting and selling their produce, 
and also look for flowers to sell.

“I have an idea of doing a pot plant 
business which comes under flower 
arrangement,” Ms Tuimouta shared.

“My advice to the ladies at home is not 
to rely on your husbands all the time. You 
need to stand up for yourself and if I can do 
this then you can do it too.”

By AZARIA FAREEN
 

THE director for Amazon Tyres, 
Aman Prasad, who is operating 
from Makoi has hailed the Fiji 
Government’s initiatives as a 

blessing for budding entrepreneurs.
Mr Prasad and his brother Narendra 

Prasad had jointly applied for monetary 
assistance from the Fiji Government in the 
form of zero-rated concessional loan.

“I applied for a loan from the Government 
during COVID-19 time and received the 
assistance which helped me buy stocks for 
the company,” he said. 

“That time the shipping companies had 
increased their prices which then led to 
the increase in prices for certain products 
and services which adversely affected us 
financially.”

“The assistance was very timely and we 
were able to top up our stock and paid 
wages to the staff,” Mr Prasad added. 

He said that he was lucky to receive the 
sum of $14,000 as his business was doing 
well and he wasn’t getting many customers. 

“Four people were employed by my 
company and despite the challenges caused 
by COVID-19, we did not let any staff go 

home,” he said. 
“Currently we have two people employed 

by the company and my brother and I also 
work here.” 

“We buy new vehicle tyres from overseas 
and retail them in Fiji and if someone has 
an emergency situation where they need 
their tyres repaired then we do that as 
well,” he explained. 

Mr Prasad added that this has been a great 
initiative by the Government which has 
assisted a lot of people and he urges those 
looking to start or grow their business to 
do the same. 

“I am thankful to the Government for 
providing me with timely assistance which 
saved me from the challenges we were 
facing in the business,” he said. 

“Anyone involved in their business needs 
to be loyal, honest and dedicated to their 
work to offset the challenges faced in our 
everyday life, particularly with the rise 
and prices of goods and services in the 
country.”

“I want to grow my business and I am 
looking at other options and overseas 
suppliers at the moment, which will allow 
me to employ at least two more people,” 
he added.

54-year-old Nina Tuimouta at her flower stall at the Suva Municipal Market. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN.

The director for Amazon Tyres, Aman Prasad, in his office in Makoi. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN
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In a significant mile-
stone for Nukutocia 
village, a government-
funded foot crossing 

worth $26,000 was inau-
gurated a day after the Fiji 
Day Celebration in Ovalau.  
This newly constructed 
bridge connects the east-
ern and western sec-
tions of the village, grant-
ing vital access to 195 
residents in 45 households. 
The Minister for Rural and 
Maritime Development and 
Disaster Management, Sa-
kiasi Ditoka, emphasised the 
Government’s commitment 
to the welfare of every Fijian, 
regardless of their location. 

Photos: SUPPLIED

The Golden Age Home in 
Lautoka came alive with 
vibrant colors and joyful 
spirits as residents and 

staff gathered to celebrate Fiji Day, 
commemorating Fiji’s rich history 
and culture.
The Golden Age Home, which 
provides care and support to el-
derly citizens became a hub for 
community gatherings as Fiji Day 
celebrations held there were a tes-
tament to the enduring spirit of 
unity and patriotism.

Photos: DIPESH KUMAR

Members of the Re-
public of the Fiji 
Military Forces 
(RFMF) Third 

Fiji Infantry Regiment (3FIR) 
trooped the Presidential colours 
during the 53rd Fiji Day parade 
held at the Albert Park.
The President of Fiji and Com-
mander-In-Chief of the Repub-
lic of the Fiji Military Forces 
(RFMF), Ratu Wiliame Katoni-
vere, reviewed the parade led by 
the Commanding Officer of the 
3FIR Lieutenant-Colonel Atun-
aisa Vakatale.
President Katonivere thanked the 
men and women for an outstand-
ing parade and wished all Fijians a 
happy Fiji Day. 
In addition to the national cel-
ebrations, families from all walks 
of life enjoyed entertainment and 
various sporting activities. 

Photos: PRASHANT SINGH

Empowering Nukutocia: a bridge to 
progress and unity

Fiji Day celebrations at Golden Age Home in Lautoka

Fiji Day celebrations
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By DIPESH KUMAR

IN an effort to boost the effectiveness of 
the National Planning Office and ensure 
seamless alignment with the nation’s 
financial strategies, Deputy Prime 

Minister and Minister for Finance Biman 
Prasad recently made site visits in the Western 

Division. 
These visits aimed to foster a closer 

collaboration between the Ministry of Finance 
and various stakeholders allowing for continuous 
assessment of their needs and the efficiency of 
delivered initiatives.

The 16 site visits served as a proactive 
approach to discover the actual requirements 
and challenges faced by these stakeholders. 

DPM Prasad engaged with the key stakeholders 
to gain insights into their operations, resource 
utilisation and implementation processes.

These visits helped him to better gauge the 
current projects and initiatives underway, 
evaluating their alignment with the national 
financial objectives. 

This direct interaction allowed the Ministry of 
Finance to have a thorough understanding of the 

specific needs and areas for improvement within 
the National Planning Office. 

It also helps identify potential areas for 
increased financial support, targeted investments, 
or strategic reallocation of resources.

DPM Prasad also stated that these site visits 
facilitate open dialogues between the Ministry 
of Finance and the National Planning Office, 
encouraging collaboration and information 
sharing. 

He encouraged an atmosphere of transparency 
and cooperation, enabling both entities to 
work in unison towards achieving shared goals 
and enhancing the nation’s socio-economic 
development.

By conducting regular site visits and maintaining 
an ongoing dialogue with the National Planning 
Office, the Minister of Finance aims to foster a 
culture of continuous improvement and effective 
planning. 

This initiative reflects a commitment to 
optimising resource allocation, enhancing 
operational efficiency and ultimately driving 
the nation towards sustainable growth and 
prosperity.

Strengthening National 
Planning: DPM 

Development of criminal justice system 
crucial for cybercrime trendsDPM Kamikamica applauds 

community-based project

By DIPESH KUMAR

THE need to develop the criminal 
justice system to fight the cybercrime 
trends in the Pacific region is of great 
importance.

This was the message derived from the Pacific 
Prosecutors’ Association Annual Conference 
held in Denarau, Nadi last week.

The President, Ratu Wiliame Katonivere, 
while delivering his message at the conference, 
emphasised on the critical need for prosecutors 
to unite against the rising tide of cybercrime 
while acknowledging its transnational nature.

The conference-themed “Emerging 
Transnational and Cyber Crime Trends in the 
Pacific Region” included heads of prosecution 
services of the 14 jurisdictions from the Pacific 
region.

President Katonivere stressed that the Pacific 
region was most vulnerable to cybercrime trends 
and with the exchange of views and experiences, 
a better understanding can be derived on how to 
deal with these issues.

“As leading professionals within your criminal 
justice systems that you represent, you are well 
placed to lead and guide the Pacific region and 
its institutions. A bigger role that you play is to 
direct and advise its leaders to develop robust 
regional responses to what may be considered 
threats to our society,” the Head of State said 
while praising the association for the role it 
plays.

“I believe there are enormous benefits to 
addressing these issues together, as it enables 
you during such meetings to meaningfully 
engage, exchange views, and share experiences 

and ultimately, harness your collective often 
meagre resources to bring impactful changes.”

“It is a platform that brings together senior 
prosecutors regularly to examine and explore 
possible solutions to challenges and issues that 
confront you in the conduct of your prosecutorial 
work.”

Speaking at the conference, Solicitor-General 
Ropate Lomavatu shared that the Pacific region 
was undergoing an evolution of transnational 
organised crime fence which will require a 
collective part of the criminal justice system to 
respond.

He said that although law enforcement plays 
a pivotal role in detecting and disrupting 
organised criminal networks, prosecutors also 
have the task of securing convictions based on 
evidence.

“If Pacific Island countries are to succeed in 
combating transnational crime, it is critically 
important that they possess the capacity and 
the tools for effectively presenting evidence to 
secure necessary convictions.”

“Cybercrime, money laundering, drug 
trafficking and other costs for illicit activities 
are often carried out with a high level of 
sophistication and require equally sophisticated 
methods of collecting and presenting evidence 
which will result in successful prosecution.”

Mr Lomavatu said prosecuting cybercriminals 
posed several unique challenges compared 
to traditional forms of criminal activities 
given the constant evolvement techniques by 
cybercriminals.

He said despite these challenges’ efforts have 
been made globally to improve the prosecution 
of cybercrime international organizations.

By DIPESH KUMAR

DEPUTY Prime Minister and 
Minister for Trade, Co-operatives, 
Small and Medium Enterprises and 
Communication, Manoa Kamikamica 
recently handed over the completed 
“Yau Bula” project to Living Wealth 
Pte Limited.

While handing over the project 
and announcing the opening of 
the first physical retail outlet of 
Living Wealth, DPM Kamikamica 
explained that the project represents 
a vital milestone in the Government’s 
commitment to promoting an avenue 
to earn sustainable income in the 
rural and remote areas.

He shared that the “Yau Bula” 
project was born out of Rise Beyond 
the Reef initiative which has been 
a beacon of changing times for the 
creative arts and agriculture industry.

“Programmes such as the traditional 
contemporary arts & crafts income-
generating initiative have recognised 
the beauty and potential of our vau, 
voivoi, kuta and masi.”

“You have been able to link 
tradition to business so seamlessly 
and stamp your mark in the business 
world. The fact that you were able to 

load your product on the world’s 
fasting growing online shopping 
site, Amazon speaks volumes of 
your resilience and determination.”

He said that the Fijian based entity 
sources its products from all over 
Fiji to sell to the world.

“And that is why we are happy 
to partner with Living Wealth 
in their business endeavours 
and this has been made possible 
through our Integrated Human 
Resource Development Programme 
(IHRDP).”

“The Ministry through IHRDP 
had approved a total project cost 
amounting to $100,000 for product 
development, whereby the Ministry 
invested $66,667 and Living Wealth 
had contributed $33,333 through a 
loan from the Fiji Development 
Bank.”

“This is what we call Public 
Private Partnership or the “PPP”, an 
identified investment model which 
harnesses the best formulae for 
economic growth particularly for a 
country like Fiji.”

DPM Kamikamica added that the 
ministry has partnered and elevated 
many other communal groups in 
forming co-operative businesses.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-operatives, Small and Medium 
Enterprises and Communication, Manoa Kamikamica handed over the completed 

“Yau Bula” project to Living Wealth Pte Limited recently. 
Photo: DIPESH KUMAR

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad, recently made site 
visits in the Western Division. Photo: DIPESH KUMAR

The President, Ratu Wiliame Katonivere with Solicitor-General, Ropate Lomavatu, and participants at the 
Pacific Prosecutors’ Association Annual Conference held in Denarau, Nadi recently. Photo: DIPESH KUMAR 
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By JOSAIA RALAGO

SIXTY-TWO-YEAR-OLD (62) market 
vendor, Sadhna Wati, of Dreketi was moved to 
tears when witnessing the commissioning of the 
Dreketi Mini-Market in Macuata last month.

The 45 vendors who had been operating 
from a man-made shed in the past, have 

been vulnerable to elements while conducting 
businesses.

Ms Wati said there were times when they would 
get wet and cold while selling fresh vegetables 
to more hundreds of people a day, as Dreketi was 
a common stop-over for commuters travelling 
along the Labasa-Nabouwalu Highway.

“I know I speak for most of us vendors at this 
market when I say that this is one of the happiest 
days of our lives,” she said.

“Before, there were a lot of difficulties that 
we faced; there are times when we would get 
wet while selling the produce and the dust from 
the road would also affect us, also there was no 
proper toilet, etc.”

Ms Wati said the provision of a new mini-
market with all the proper facilities made 
available has boosted their morale to supply 

more to the market.
“This shows that we what we do as vendors and 

our lives are valued, and we would like to thank 
the Government for this initiative,” the mother 
of four said.

The Minister for Housing and Local 
Government, Maciu Nalumisa, while officiating 
at the event said; “The Dreketi Mini Market has 
been a longstanding dream for our residents, and 
today that dream has become a reality.”

“This mini-market development will not only 
benefit the people living in Dreketi but also the 
people passing through the satellite district.”

Minister Nalumisa said the mini-market was a 
temporary facility, with a $100,000 allocated for 
the preparatory works for the new market site.

“The vision towards the development of 
the Dreketi market site is to boost the current 
economic activities around the area that will 
directly benefit the eight villages, which 
are Nabavatu, Vunisea, Nabiti, Nakanacagi, 
Nakalou, Naua, Drawa and Nasigasiga. 

The new market is planned to include kiosks, 
fish market, handicraft and general area for other 
produces.

New mini-market brings 
joy to marker vendors

Government is committed to developing 
the North: Asst. Minister VoceaGovernment allocates 

$6m for three markets

By JOSAIA RALAGO

The Coalition Government 
is committed to developing 
the North as it had been 
neglected for way too long, 

says the Assistant Minister for Rural 
and Maritime Development, Jovesa 
Vocea.

Asst Minister Vocea made these 
comments during his official address at 
the Fiji Day celebrations in Labasa to 
over 400 Northerners, saying that the 
Government was doing its best to fully 
develop the North.

“I hope you will understand that the 
current Government is doing its best to 
fully develop the Northern Division,” 
Asst Minister Vocea said.

“We want to tell you that we have 
been neglected, forgotten for a long 
time and we want to assure you that 
this current Government aims to 
improve development in the Northern 
Division.”

Highlighting on the Tourism 
Development in Vanua Levu funded by 
the World Bank to the tune of US$200 
million (FJ$452.1m), he said this 

would benefit 60,000 Northerners.
“You would have heard that over 

60,000 Northerners is to benefit from 
the World Bank Funded to a tune of 
$USD200million, geared towards 
tourism development in Vanua Levu.

“US$61.5m (FJ$139.02m) will fund 
the first phase of the project and this is 
part of the larger packet which is part of 
the 10-year tourism program for Vanua 
Levu.

“The development is going to combine 
the development of infrastructure 
particularly the upgrade of the Savusavu 
and Labasa airport and upgrade of the 
Savusavu- Labasa Highway as well as 
opening up activities that are going to 
be extremely well linked to the tourism 
industry in Vanua Levu.”

Asst Minister Vocea added that the 
Government will soon work with 
development partners to create a Blue 
Town Model for Savusavu.

“This will look to introduce a 
comprehensive framework to create 
thriving communities that address 
climate change and ocean pollution, 
while building sustainable livelihoods 
for areas close to Savusavu town.”

By JOSAIA RALAGO

MORE than six $6million 
has been allocated by 
the Government for the 
construction of three 

municipal markets in the country which are 
expected to be completed by the end of this 
financial year.

The Minister for Housing and Local 
Government, Maciu Nalumisa, said this 
included the Savusavu, Nakasi and Levuka 
Markets, and added that developing modern 
market facilities would help develop a robust 
economic foundation for Fijian communities.

“Municipal markets and mini markets 
are significant civic and commercial hubs 
and as such, the Coalition Government is 
developing a robust economic foundation for 
the citizens of Fiji,” Minister Nalumisa said.

“As part of the Government’s commitment 
to modernising municipal market 
infrastructure, the Government and the 
municipal councils have invested in the 
expansion and redevelopment of municipal 

markets around the country.”

He added that the market vendors play an 
instrumental role in communities through the 
services they offer and it was imperative that 
they operate in a conducive environment.

“It is important that the vendors feel safe 
and have conducive space to operate from,” 
Minister Nalumisa said.

“Markets are the heart and soul of any 
community, they provide a platform for 
local entrepreneurs and small businesses to 
thrive, creating jobs while boosting our local 
economy.”

The Government has allocated funds 
to complete the New Savusavu Market 
($3,882,247), Nakasi Market ($979,930) 
and the Completion of Levuka Market 
($1,343,487).

“The Government has allocated funds 
to complete the New Savusavu Market 
($3,882,247), Nakasi Market ($979,930) 
and the Completion of Levuka Market 
($1,343,487),” Minister Nalumisa added.

Minister for Housing and Local Government Maciu Nalumisa says Government has allocated $6miilion 
for three market construction in the country. Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO

The Assistant Minister for Rural and Maritime Jovesa Vocea at the Fiji Day celebration in 
Labasa. Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO

Sadhna Wati (right) at her stall at the Dreketi Mini-market. Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO
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Canada to establish resident 
diplomatic mission in Fiji

Foreign Affairs officials selected for 
the Pacific Diplomacy Training 

FIJI’S Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs is working 
closely with the Canadian 
counterparts in establishing a 

new Canadian High Commission in Fiji 
and the implementation of Canada’s 
Indo-Pacific Strategy.

This marks a new era in strengthening 
the diplomatic relations with one of the 
world’s larger economies.

The expanded diplomatic ties will 
bolster opportunities for cooperation 
in economic development, trade and 
tourism, climate change resilience, 
people-to-people links, and diaspora 
engagements. 

This was conveyed during a meeting 
between the Assistant Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Lenora Qereqeretabua 
and the High Commissioner of Canada 
to Fiji, Joanne Lemay. 

The discussions highlighted Canada’s 
Indo-Pacific Strategy to support Fiji 
by establishing its first international 
assistance program for the Pacific 
Islands region. 

The new program will build on 
Canada’s current development 
initiatives in the region, including 
projects such as The Kiwa Initiative 
– Nature-based Solutions for Climate 
Resilience, Pacific Islands Markets for 
Change, Support to the Climate Finance 
Access Network and Strengthening 
Small-scale Fisheries.

Since 2012, the Canada Fund for 
local initiatives has supported 39 
development projects in Fiji.  

High Commissioner Lemay will be 
visiting one such project on the Beqa 
Island, which was making positive 
impact in the communities by helping 
women to improve their business 
management skills, expand their 
businesses and enhance traditional and 
cultural activities and practices.

Asst Minister Qereqeretabua thanked 

Canada for its ongoing support to 
Fiji and the work undertaken to open 
Canada’s resident High Commission in 
Fiji to increase its engagement in the 
Pacific Islands.

She acknowledged Canada’s 
commitment to align their partnership 
with Fiji’s national development 
priorities and needs.

The discussions also focused on 
increasing trade and tourism through 
strengthened air connectivity via Fiji 
and Canada direct flights and visa 
accessibility.

Another important area of cooperation 
was enhancing Fijian diaspora 
engagements in Canada to enable them 
to contribute to Fiji’s development.

The discussions coincided with Asst 
Minister Qereqeretabua’s meeting 
with Fijian diaspora in Ottawa, via a 
zoom session, which highlighted the 
potential collaboration opportunities to 
further deepen relations between Fiji 
and Canada.

Fiji notes the launching of Canada’s 
Indo-Pacific Strategy in November 
2022 and its growing diplomatic 
presence in the region, starting with 
Canada’s first resident diplomat in Fiji. 

Asst Minister Qereqeretabua assured 
High Commissioner Lemay of Fiji’s 
continued support as both the nations 
aspire to build enduring partnerships at 
regional and global arena. 

In turn, High Commissioner Lemay 
reaffirmed Canada’s determination 
to expand cooperation through the 
opening of the new Canadian High 
Commission in Fiji.

The meeting which took place at 
the Fiji Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
headquarters, signifies the cordial 
relations and cooperation between the 
two nations.

 
(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

THE New Zealand Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
(MFAT) an opportunity has 
provided to cohort six staff of 

Fiji’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) 
to undergo the three weeks of Pacific 
Diplomacy training programme.

The training, which MFA has welcomed, 
will be conducted at the Victoria University 
of Wellington’s Pipitea campus in New 
Zealand from October 9 to October 27, 
2023.

In an event organised at the New Zealand 
High Commission (NZHC) in Suva, the 
Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Lenora Qereqeretabua and New Zealand 
High Commissioner, Charlotte Darlow 
congratulated the MFA staff and wished 
them well for the training. 

The Permanent Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs, Dr Lesikimacuata Korovavala, 

and the Deputy High Commissioner at 
the New Zealand High Commission, Alex 
Shahryar-Davies, were also in attendance 
at the program. 

Asst Minister Qereqeretabua said this 
initiative demonstrates New Zealand’s 
unwavering commitment and ongoing 
support for Fiji’s development, with 
professional training program being 
an important area of Fiji-New Zealand 
cooperation.  

She also thanked High Commissioner 
Darlow and the NZHC Team for their 
incredible support and swift coordination 
of this new initiative. 

In response, High Commissioner Darlow 
reaffirmed New Zealand’s commitment 
to support Fiji through such training 
programs.

“We are delighted that a cohort of talented 
Fijian foreign affairs officials will be 

travelling to New Zealand to be part of this 
exciting professional development course. 

“It is a great opportunity for them to 
further develop their diplomacy skills and 
to engage with counterparts from New 
Zealand and other Pacific countries,” she 
said. 

The Pacific Diplomacy training 
programme sponsored by the New 
Zealand’s MFAT aims to build capacity in 
the Pacific foreign services by encouraging 
closer collaboration amongst Pacific 
diplomats and officials.

Utilising a practitioner-led approach, 
the training will concentrate on providing 
fundamental and practical skills, as well as 
the necessary knowledge and competencies 
for foreign services officers working and 
engaging in international diplomacy. 

This first pilot residential programme 
includes a three-week block delivered 

in New Zealand and a further two-week 
block delivered in Port Moresby, Papua 
New Guinea.

On this programme, participants will 
learn about: Fundamentals of the foreign 
service in the Westminster system, Te Ao 
Māori in foreign policy, Pacific regional 
architecture and diplomacy, international 
diplomacy, tradecraft, protocol, and 
consular services, practical frameworks 
and tools of diplomacy, introduction 
to international law and treaty making, 
trade policy, bilateral trade agreements, 
economic architecture, climate change and 
natural resource diplomacy, the United 
Nations system and multilateral diplomacy, 
and communication skills, information 
management.

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Thailand to strengthen economic 
cooperation with Fiji

AS Southeast Asia’s second largest 
economy, Thailand aims to 
strengthen partnership with Fiji 
in agriculture, economy, trade and 

tourism. 
This was conveyed by the non-resident 

Ambassador of the Kingdom of Thailand 
to Fiji, Arjaree Sriratanaban while paying 
a courtesy call to the Assistant Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Lenora Qereqeretabua.

Asst Minister Qereqeretabua congratulated 
Ambassador Sriratanaban and wished her well 
for the new diplomatic role. 

She welcomed the discussions and 
commitment demonstrated by Thailand to 
advance development cooperation in economy 
and trade, tourism and agriculture. 

Asst Minister Qereqeretabua acknowledged 
Fiji’s cooperation with Thailand International 
Cooperation Agency (TICA) in providing 
educational training courses and scholarships 
for capacity building. 

It was mentioned that Fiji recipients to 
these training courses, programmes and 
scholarships, have benefitted in terms of 
increasing productivity and enhancement of the 
development priorities in Fiji. 

On multilateral fora, Thailand has shown 

interest to enhance cooperation with the Pacific 
Island countries by organising a regional 
meeting next year. 

Ambassador Sriratanaban said she was 
pleased with the warm hospitality accorded to 
her during her first visit to Fiji and the Pacific 
region.

She expressed optimism on the various 
discussions she had while in Fiji as there 
are enormous opportunities to strengthen 
the economic cooperation in sugar industry, 
agritourism, agriculture and fisheries.  

There are prospects for investment ventures 
to be explored as well in the tourism sector 
through increased connectivity. 

As the largest exporter of canned tuna, 
Thailand is keen to expand cooperation with 
Fiji’s export and trade industries and even 
value adding to Fiji’s agricultural sector. 

Ambassador Sriratanaban said the Kingdom 
of Thailand stands ready to support and realign 
cooperation in line with the development needs 
and priorities of Fiji. 

The ambassador will be based at the Royal 
Thai Embassy in Canberra, Australia during 
her new diplomatic assignment. 

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

(L to R) First Secretary at the Royal Thai Embassy in Canberra, Nathavat Pongsuvan, Ambassador 
of the Kingdom of Thailand to Fiji, Arjaree Sriratanaban, Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs, Lenora 
Qereqeretabua, Director Asia Mr. Josefa Tuima, the Acting Principal Foreign Service Officer, Hansel 

Whippy. Photo: SUPPLIED

(L to R) Counsellor for the High Commission of Canada, Jillian Senkiw, High 
Commissioner of Canada to Fiji, Joanne Lemay, Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Lenora Qereqeretabua and Acting Director Oceania Bureau at Fiji Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, Laite Ratuvuki. Photo: SUPPLIED

(centre) Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs, Lenora Qereqeretabua with the New Zealand High 
Commissioner, Charlotte Darlow at the farewell of the foreign affairs officials selected for Pacific Diplomacy 

Training Programme.Photo: SUPPLIED
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By AZARIA FAREEN
 

THE Fiji Government remains 
steadfast in its commitment 
to support small businesses in 
particularly those led by women 

as it forms the backbone of our economy.
This was highlighted by the Deputy 

Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-
operatives, Small and Medium Enterprises, 
and Communications, Manoa Kamikamica, 
who noted that the Government “recognises 
the unique set of challenges shouldered by 
women entrepreneurs”.

 “These are the same women who possess 
immense potential to drive innovation 
and foster economic growth,” DPM 
Kamikamica said.

 “When we have an integrated approach 
that is functional, we effortlessly reap 
the benefits in a very short time and that 
is why we are working on mapping and 
strengthening the network for Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) in Fiji,” 
he added.

 “MSMEs play a vital role in any economy 
and integrating them into the formal 
economy through mediums such as “Dua 
Pay” gives confidence to their contribution 
to our GDP, ensuring they are better 
accounted for when accurately assessing 
economic growth.”

 “When MSMEs have a formal presence, 

they are able to establish a credit history, 
making it easier to secure loans to invest 
and expand their businesses,” he added.

In thanking the Project Partners of 
“Dua Pay” for giving confidence to the 
women-led MSMEs in this space, DPM 
Kamikamica said that it was the start of 
women entrepreneurs to maintain a level 
playing field in the market, be a part of the 
formal economy and adhere to quality and 
standards compliance. 

Contactless payments have become 
increasingly important as it offers 
convenience to customers and helps 
streamline the payment process and as 
such the “Dua Pay” App can simply be 
downloaded from the Google Play Store 
enabling smart phones to accept Mastercard 
and Visa tap and go to payments.

 “Most importantly, the “Dua Pay” App 
goes beyond just functionality - it embodies 
the spirit of empowerment, inclusion and 
collaboration, and by strengthening women-
led businesses, we uplift communities, 
foster gender equality, and drive sustainable 
economic growth,” he said. 

“This a real game changer for MSMEs in 
enhancing the overall customer experience 
– so I encourage you as business owners 
to stay adaptable and responsive to the 
ever-evolving payment trend to remain 
competitive in the market.”

 “As we indulge more in the digital space, 

we also see an emergence of cyber criminals 
and scammers who try to gain unauthorised 
access to financial information, posing a 
threat to financial security,” he added. 

DPM Kamikamica has cautioned the 
users of the app to be extra vigilant while 
conducting financial transactions online, be 
on the lookout for any red flags and to notify 
relevant financial institutions immediately 
should there be any anomalies. 

Dua Pay is developed in collaboration 
with Mastercard, Fintech Pacific, Westpac 
Fiji and Ygap Pacific Islands in partnership 
with the Australian Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade’s Business Partnership 
Programme. 

To register for the Dua Pay application, 
small business owners can click on this link 
to complete the online form - www.dua.me

Dua Pay to create an inclusive financial ecosystem

Ministries collaborate to 
economically empower women

Minister for Finance receives 
2022-2023 RBF Audited 

Financial Statements

FIFTEEN (15) women identified from the Central Division were grateful 
for the opportunity to train in a two day Basic Food Safety and Hygiene 
and Post-Harvest Losses training program.

The training was a collaboration between the Ministry of Women, 
Children and Social Protection and the Ministry of Agriculture which was conducted 
at the Koronivia Research Station recently.

With the objective of empowering women through skills training, the capacity 
building opportunity was an initiative provided to the women, through the inter-
agency collaboration between the two ministries.

This initiative is also a new Gender Responsive Budgeting programme for the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Waterways being implemented in this financial year.

The training module introduced the women to the 2003 Food Safety Act and 
included relevant topics such as post-harvest losses, food product processing, safety 
& hygiene in food processing and informative labelling of food products. 

Training facilitators also shared information on food nutrition and analysis, 
emphasizing the importance of sampling and testing in food safety

Women’s Economic Empowerment desk officer, Sera Dugu, said,“this capacity 
building opportunity is the first of a series of training opportunities that will be 
held across the 4 Divisions, targeting women who are interested to venture into 
small businesses which focus on value adding of locally produced root crops and 
vegetables”. 

“The Ministry acknowledges the support shown by our colleagues from the 
Ministry of Agriculture, in complementing the Ministry’s efforts to empower women 
economically in its efforts to improve their livelihoods,” Ms Dugu added. 

Similar capacity building opportunities will be provided for interested women in 
the Eastern, Northern and Western Divisions.

(Source: Ministry of Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation)

By AZARIA FAREEN
 

The Reserve Bank of Fiji (RBF) 
presented its audited financial 
statements for the Financial Year 
2022-2023 to the Deputy Prime 

Minister and Minister for Finance, Biman 
Prasad recently as per Section 56 of the RBF 
Act.

RBF Governor, Ariff Ali, said that the 
central bank had made a record net profit of 
$102.2 million for the financial year ending 
July 31, 2023. 

“The all-time high profit directly resulted 
from higher interest rates in the global 
financial markets and prudent management 
of the nation’s foreign reserves invested in 
our major trading partner economies,” he 
said. 

“As required under the Act, $103.4 
million will be paid to the Government, 
including $2.1 million being one-fifth of 
the Revaluation Reserve Account, after a 
net transfer of $1.0 million to the General 
Reserves.” 

“This compares to $44.4 million transferred 

to the Government for the 2021-2022 
financial year,” he added. 

RBF has continued to satisfactorily 
achieve its key objectives of low inflation 
and maintaining an adequate level of foreign 
reserves.

The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
for Finance, Biman Prasad acknowledged 
and congratulated RBF in celebrating its 50 
years as the central bank. 

“The bank has played a pivotal role over 
the last five decades in managing the Fijian 
currency, economy and financial system 
regulation,” he said. 

“I thank and congratulate RBF Board, 
Governor, management and staff on the 
finalisation of its 2022-2023 audited 
financial statements,” he said.

 “I acknowledge the record net profit of 
$102.2 million for the financial ending 31 
July 2023, which is an all-time high profit 
recorded by the RBF and signifies the 
prudent investment of our foreign reserves 
and the favourable interest rate environment 
in key countries like US, Australia, New 
Zealand.”

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad with Reserve Bank of Fiji Governor, 
Ariff Ali, board members and senior Government officials during the event. Photo: SUPPLIED

Fifteen women proudly shows off their certificates following a capacity building training on 
Basic Food Safety and Hygiene and Post-Harvest Losses training program. 

Photo: SUPPLIED

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-operatives, Small and Medium Enterprises, and 
Communications, Manoa Kamikamica at the launch of Dua Pay app. Photo: SUPPLIED
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By FELIX LESINAIVALU

A MEDICAL cannabis industry in Fiji 
will be an opportunity to expand the 
economy as a new source of income 
for economic expansion, which was 

a priority for the Fiji Government.
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, 

Co-operatives, Small and Medium Enterprises 
and Communications, Manoa Kamikamica, 
speaking at a press conference, said “The 
Cabinet supported the formation of the Medicinal 
Cannabis Taskforce to develop the feasibility 
study, propose amendments to existing legislation 
and conduct nationwide consultation”.

“The taskforce comprises the Ministry of Health 
and Medical Services, Ministry of Home Affairs 
and Immigration, Fiji Police Force, Ministry of 
iTaukei Affairs, Culture and Heritage and Arts, 
Biosecurity of Fiji and Investment Fiji, to name a 
few,” DPM Kamikamica said.

A nationwide public consultation is currently 
underway for two weeks from October 9-19, 
2023.

“We encourage a collective effort to amplify 
and encourage valuable contributions to achieve 
this vision. We desire to see this initiative not 

only promote diversification in the economy but 
also unlock untapped potential and generate new 
avenues for growth and a new Fiji.”

DPM Kamikamica urged the people of Fiji to 
note the public consultation schedules and meet 
the taskforce and tell them your views. 

“Your views matter,” he said.
“We would like to emphasis that the 

establishment of a medicinal cannabis industry in 
Fiji will be limited to exportation only and will 
not affect the domestic prohibition or legality of 
Cannabis cultivation, distribution and abuse in 
Fiji.”

DPM Kamikamica added that the intention 
was to allow reputable existing operators to 
build a ring-fenced confined extraction and 
manufacturing facility in Fiji to facilitate the 
process of ensuring Fiji can deliver value-add 
medicinal products for export only.

“We are committed to collaborating with relevant 
Ministries, agencies, and institutions that share 
the common goal of fortifying and advancing 
Fiji’s economy by looking into innovative 
industries supporting long-term employment 
opportunities and instilling environmentally 
sustainable practices,” he added.

Medical cannabis for 
economic growth

Fijians urged to prepare well for 
upcoming tropical cyclone seasonPacific at the forefront of 

a global climate crisis

TWO to three tropical cyclones are likely to pass through Fiji’s 
Exclusive Economic Zone this season and one to two severe tropical 
cyclones are likely to affect Fiji during the 2023-2024 cyclone season.

Minister for Public Works, Transport and Meteorological Services, 
Ro Filipe Tuisawau, speaking at the 2023-24 Tropical Cyclone season outlook, 
said at least one of these cyclones was likely to be in the category three or higher 
range.

“Analog seasons were identified for seasons in the past with similar background 
climates and conditions. Half of these historic seasons had at least one category 
five tropical cyclone. The most infamous of this was Tropical Cyclone Winston in 
the 2015-2016 season,” Minister Tuisawau said.

He also explained that while cyclone activities in the Pacific Island region peaks 
from January to March, tropical cyclone seasons can form at any point during the 
season.

“Out of season tropical cyclones cannot be ruled out as we have seen in the 
past. Tropical cyclones have occurred in the region during October and May, and 
sometimes even in September and June,” Tuisawau added.

He urged the general public to remain vigilant and well-prepared for this tropical 
cyclone season.

Minister for Rural and Maritime Development and Disaster Management, Sakiasi 
Ditoka, who was also present at the meeting, invited the public to commemorate 
National Disaster Awareness Week from October 12th to 18th.

Minister Ditoka stated that in honour of National Disaster Awareness Week, 
the National Disaster Management Office and member agencies would begin the 
five-day activities on October 13th, which was also International Day for Disaster 
Risk Reduction, with an academic session hosted at the Pacific Islands Forum 
Secretariat with a focus on disaster risk reduction, preparedness framed around 
earthquake and tsunami hazards. 

He further highlighted that the Ministry had a series of stimulation field exercises 
planned to test the readiness of lead agencies in an event of a Tsunami that will be 
held from October 16-18 at Albert Park, Suva.

(Source: Ministry of Public Works, Transport and Meteorological Services)

By FELIX LESINAIVALU

“IN the true Spirit of Talanoa, 
let us weave a narrative of 
resilience, cooperation, and 
shared responsibility.”

Minister for Rural and Maritime 
Development and Disaster Management, 
Sakiasi Ditoka, while speaking at the regional 
talanoa event on climate induced planned 
relocation said that, “Fiji, much like other 
small island nations in the Pacific, finds itself 
at the forefront of the global climate crisis”.

“The rising sea levels, intensifying storms, 
and various climate-related catastrophes 
have put our magnificent nation in a 
precarious situation, compelling us to 
consider the necessity of relocating certain 
communities.”

Minister Ditoka added that their discussions 
should be a source of inspiration and a 
catalyst for action, “as we stand united in the 
face of change, guided by the principles of 
justice, equity, and a deep reverence for the 
interconnectedness of our shared home, the 
Blue Pacific”.

“In the spirit of open dialogue or talanoa in 
local dialect and shared understanding, I am 
grateful to witness this collective journey of 
exchange and reflection.”

“Fiji is a communal society where 

relationships and social connections 
hold great importance. Talanoa or open 
dialogue fosters a sense of community and 
connectivity by encouraging people to 
come together, share experiences, and build 
stronger bonds with each other.”

Minister Ditoka added that Fiji is in a 
climate crisis where communities are forced 
to leave their homes, their land and, their 
vanua where their elders are laid to rest.

“It is an issue that touches the core of 
human existence, intertwining with our 
homes, identities and the delicate balance of 
nature.”

“Also, as part of my responsibilities in the 
portfolio I hold, I have visited other villages 
that have been earmarked for relocation. 
Some have lived in tents for over two years 
now.”

Minister Ditoka said these villagers had to 
face the pain by circumstance beyond their 
control.

“Leaving their traditional vanua land is 
evident in every painful glance, weak smile 
and the intense debates that often last long 
into the night over every detail.”

The Government, in its earnest efforts 
to address unforeseen circumstances, has 
implemented Standard Operating Procedures 
and policies to support our vulnerable 
communities.

Minister for Rural and Maritime Development and National Disaster Management, Sakiasi Ditoka at 
the regional talanoa event on climate induced planned relocation. Photo: FELIX LESINAIVALU

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-operatives, Small and Medium 
Enterprises and Communications, Manoa Kamikamica, at the press conference on 

Fiji exploring medical cannabis industry as a new source of income. 
Photo: FELIX LESINAIVALU

Minister for Public Works, Transport and Meteorological Services, Ro Filipe Tuisawau 
speaking at the 2023-24 Tropical Cyclone season outlook. Photo: SUPPLIED
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By PRASHILA DEVI

THE Ministry of 
Education has 
recruited graduates 
and re-engaged 

retired teachers to fill the gap left 
by the exodus of 469 teachers 
from Fiji’s education sector.

Minister for Education, Aseri 
Radrodro, while speaking in 
Parliament last month, explained 
the response of the Ministry to 
the resignations which included 
re-engaging teachers who lost 
their jobs due to the No Jab, No 
Job Policy.

He said from the number of 
teachers who have resigned 
from January to June 2023, 80 
percent of have migrated for 
greener pastures and 20 percent 
have moved around to other 
job opportunities in the Pacific 
region and in Fiji. 

“Re-engagement was done 
through expression of interest 
processes and for 2023, there 
were 38 Secondary School 
teachers who have retired in 2022 
and 24 were re-engaged due to 
lack of teachers in specific areas, 

like Maths, Physics, Computer 
and Office Technology,” Minister 
Radrodro said. 

As for PEMAC and Industrial 
Arts teachers, he explained, 
“Retirees were re-engaged as 
even the new graduates do 
not meet the demand in this 
specialised area”.

He assured Parliament that 
the criteria for recruitment was 
based on merit and nepotism was 
not entertained. 

“Another strategy that the 
Ministry of Education has used 
is the re- engagement of teachers 
who suffered termination due 
to the ‘No Jab No Job policy’. 
There were 190 teachers who 
were terminated and 119 showed 
interest and have been re-
engaged,” Minister Radrodro 
explained.

The Ministry, he said, has 
already executed the plans to 
ensure that quality education in 
all our 176 Secondary Schools, 
736 Primary Schools and more 
than 800 ECE Centres are not at 
any time compromised as we are 
committed to ‘leaving no child 

behind’. 
In the long term, Minister 

Radrodro said, “The Ministry 
of Education is currently 
working and discussing with 
local universities and training 
institutions on the alignment 
of subject combination on the 
intake of education programmes 
in line with the need in our 
schools as we are the biggest 
employers of graduates from 
universities in regards to the 
teaching profession.”

 Education Ministry strategically addresses teacher shortage

Tourism industry to make 
valuable contribution 

Digital literacy a necessity to meet evolving demand

By PRASHILA DEVI

TOURISM industry stakeholders want to add value to the 
local economy, safeguard and promote cultural heritage 
and actively contribute to fulfilling career and quality 
employment.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Tourism and Civil Aviation, 
Viliame Gavoka, speaking in Parliament on the National Sustainable 
Tourism Framework, highlighted the issues that came up during the 
first round of consultation with over 600 people.

DPM Gavoka said in the discussions in the first phase, the 
stakeholders collectively expressed the desire for a future that, 
amongst others, ensures equitable returns to indigenous communities 
and encourages pro-quality investments.

“This is the future we want for tourism. Looking at the data from 
April to December 2022, visitors to Fiji contributed $2.9 billion to 
the economy. The average visitor spent $376 per night, compared to 
$353 in 2019, and $3,572 per trip up from $3,379 in 2019,” he said.

 “So, the demand for Fiji is high with visitors staying longer, 
spending and doing more, and we want to build on that. Because 
of this strong performance, we are now looking at an eight percent 
economic growth this year.”

DPM Gavoka said a private sector led steering committee was closely 
overseeing and contributing to the development of the framework, 
which consists of Fiji Hotel and Tourism Association, Fiji Airways, 
Tourism Fiji, Duavata Sustainable Collective, Society of Fiji Travel 
Associates, Savusavu and Suncoast Tourism Associations.

To inform the next phase, he explained, which was the development 
of the framework, the various discussions from Phase A has been 
synthesised into a summary report.

This report also captures the emerging priorities of the industry to 
be reflected in the Framework.

Some of the critical areas that would need to be built and added on 
to includes;

- Improving the policy and regulatory environment;
- Embedding sustainability;
- Visitor economy and its contribution to the national wellbeing;
- Different markets;
- Asset and experience - creating more diverse operations;
- Having in place measurable Tourism Standards beyond economic 

indicators;
- Financing on investments;
- Workforce and skills required;
- Environmental, social and cultural sustainability;
- Enhancing risk management in tourism; and
- Monitoring and evaluation for sustainable tourism
DPM Gavoka added that when tourism does well, so does the 

economy.

By PRASHILA DEVI

THE Ministry of Education has increased 
e-learning connectivity to schools to 
a average of 57 percent of schools 
throughout Fiji to equip for a future 

where learning platforms will need to adapt to ever 
evolving demands.

The Minister for Education, Aseri Radrodro, 
speaking in Parliament last month, explained how 
the COVID-19 pandemic had disrupted traditional 
education for children and in light of this, the 
Ministry’s intent to increase e-learning connectivity 
to 100 per cent, a huge target given the geographical 
location of schools.

“By promoting digital literacy, educators and 
policy makers strive to equip students with essential 
skills for the future while minimising educational 
disruptions during crisis, like the COVID-19 
pandemic,” Minister Radrodro said.

He said following the Ministry’s continued audits 
to access the current status in Fiji, it was pushing 
for an increase in budget in the next financial year to 
reach 100 percent connectivity so that those children 
from rural, remote and maritime areas will be able to 
browse the web and use technology “very different 
from what most of us had back in the early days”.

Currently there were several initiatives that the 
Ministry was engaged in to boost e-learning and 
these include:

- The “I am digital” initiative that educates 
students on online safety being carried out in 
partnership with Save the Children Fiji, engaging 
student leadership bodies which has been piloted in 
10 schools so far.

- The “Girls in ICT training project”, which 
was conducted this year in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Trade and Communications.

- The Ministry of Education (MOE) with the 
University of the South Pacific was developing 
1500 Open Education Resources (OER) for 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics) subjects. A government initiative 
in partnership with the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB).

- MOE was also developing an audio-visual 
studio with relevant stakeholders with a funding of 
$100,000 in this financial year for the project.

The studio will include six recording rooms for: 
school broadcasting programmes; production of 
education channel content; airing of education 
channel lessons; live lessons (distance learning) for 
our rural, remote and maritime schools; and airing 
of recorded lessons.

Aside from this, Minister Radrodro said the 
Ministry has a Moodle for Heads of Schools and 
teacher online training which was a talanoa forum 
for teachers and sharing of resources. 

Minister for Education, Aseri Radrodro, has emphasised the importance of providing digital tools as the Ministry intends 
to increase e-learning connectivity to 100 per cent of all schools around Fiji.Photo: SUPPLIED

Minister for Education, Aseri 
Radrodro, in Parliament last month, 

explained the strategies of the 
Ministry in addressing shortage of 

teachers. Photo: SUPPLIED

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Tourism and Civil Aviation, Viliame 
Gavoka launched the Muanivatu Trail project in in Wailevu, Cakaudrove. 

Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO



l   16 pages   l   Issue 12  Vol 14  Thursday October 19, 2023 l www.fiji.gov.fj  @FijiGovt 	 Fiji Government

Fiji Fiji FocusFocus
Football unites people:Football unites people:

Minister SaukuruMinister Saukuru

“THE Inter District 
Competition (IDC) is 
a significant platform 
that not only promotes 

national unity and fervour but also serves 
as a breeding ground for future sporting 
talents.” 
The Minister for Youth and Sports, Jese 
Saukuru, highlighted this during the medal 
presentation of the IDC 2023 at the HFC 
Stadium in Suva last weekend, where Ba 
emerged victorious with a score of 2-1 
against Lautoka.
Minister Saukuru congratulated the 
respective teams for the performance 
displayed at the IDC and on Ba’s well-
deserved win this year. 
He acknowledged the immense effort 
put forth by the players, coaches, and 
supporting staff in preparing for and 
competing in this prestigious event. 
“Each team displayed a remarkable level of 
sportsmanship and passion throughout the 
competition, contributing to an incredible 
tournament that captivated the nation,” 
Minister Saukuru said. 
“As the nation reflects on its shared history 
and celebrates nationhood, the tournament 
brought people together through the spirit 

of sports and it strengthens the bond that 
unites us as Fijians.”
“Football transcends boundaries and unites 
people from all walks of life. It teaches 
us discipline, encourages teamwork, 
and instils the values of fair play and 
sportsmanship,” he added.
 “The Courts Inter-District Championship 
not only promotes healthy competition 
but also showcases the remarkable talent 
we have in our nation. This tournament is 
a testament to the passion and dedication 
that our youth possess towards the sport of 
football,” he further added. 
Minister Saukuru emphasised the important 
role of the tournament in identifying and 
nurturing future football stars and extended 
his appreciation to the Fijian Football 
Association, sponsors, organisers, and all 
stakeholders for their unwavering support 
and commitment to making the IDC 2023 
a resounding success. 
“The event could not have been possible 
without their collective effort and 
dedication,” Minister Saukuru said.
 
(Source: Ministry of Youth and Sports)

Minister for Youth and Sports, Jese Saukuru, with the Ba team who took home the trophy for the Inter 
District Competition (IDC) 2023 at the HFC Stadium in Suva last weekend Below, Minister Saukuru 

with Fiji Football Association officials. Photo: SUPPLIED
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Noda Noda VitiViti

Eda sa bula ne !
Veikune tale tu
Eda qai reki sara ga ka sere vei Jisu
Kaukauwa ga va Kalou karoni keda ga
Vei Jisu me da cuva ne Ka masu tu vua.
Oqori na qaqa  ni sere ka rawa ni da tukuna ni dina 
ena nodra bula na lewe 250 na lewei Viti era vuka 
lesu mai Isireli ena dela ni veivaluti mai ke ya.
Era Cavuta kina ko Paraiminisita Sitiveni Rabuka 
na Same I Tevita Same 23 ena soqo ni nodra cerevi 
ka kidavaki lesu mai kina noda vanua ena dela ni 
veivaluti mai Isireli.
Era veiqaravi kina na vanua o Nadi kei Tui Nadi 
nodra ciqomi ira lesu mai. Era lewena na ilakolako 
oqori na Marama Roko Tui Dreketi.

Eda sa bula ne!Eda sa bula ne!

NODA sa yacova mai na 53 ni yabaki ni bula ni 
tu vakagalala vaka edua na vanua kei na matanitu 
esa dua naikalawa levu ni bula ka vakaraitaka na 
nodra yalo ni duavata kei na toso vata ena dela ni 
veivakatovolei kei na bolebole ni bula ena veiyabaki 
eda bula donuia mai.
Vakatoka oqori na nodra mala ni vosa na Paraiminisita 
Sitiveni ena siga ni marautaki kei Viti.
Vakaraitaka ko PM Rabuka ni gadreva me tomana na 
veiwasei oqo ena raiyawa ni veisemati ena veivanua 
ena Pasivika ni okeda edua na vanua sautu dina ena 

Pasivika.
Kuria ko PM Rabuka ni nodra laki boseka ena vanua  
o Amerika ena UNGA e Niu Yoka era veitalanoa 
taka kina na Pacific Zone of Peace me vaka me cau 
ni pasivika kina vuravura.
Na raivata oqo e salamuria tikoga na nodra tiko 
veilomani, doka kei na duavata ena noda wasewase 
ni vuravura.
E veiwekani na rai oqo kei na noda veidokai okeda 
kei na nodra yalo ni duavata ena gauna ni dredre se 
bolebole me da kua ni dau bale rawarawa.

Vakaraitaka ko PM Rabuka ni okeda ena Pasivika 
eda dau sotakaya na dredre mevaka na draki veisau 
ni tarai keda saraga ena noda koro se yanuyanu.
Ka sa dau ivakaraitaki vinaka kina okeda na pasivika  
ni dina ni tu na leqa eda dau yalo qaqa voli ena 
veiqaravi.
Kuria ko PM Rabuka ni da marautaka tiko na siga 
kei Viti, oqo edua na soqo meda dau liaci keda talega 
kina ni dodonu meda dau duavata talega ena gauna 
ni dredre vaka kawa tamata.

Buli vou tale ko VitiBuli vou tale ko Viti

Peresitedi Ratu Wiliame Katonivere, Paraiminisita Sitiveni Rabuka, Na vosa Vakadua Salesi Temo, kei na Peresitedi ka Speaker Vakacegu, Ratu Epeli Nailatikau ena soqo ni vakananumi kei VitiPeresitedi Ratu Wiliame Katonivere, Paraiminisita Sitiveni Rabuka, Na vosa Vakadua Salesi Temo, kei na Peresitedi ka Speaker Vakacegu, Ratu Epeli Nailatikau ena soqo ni vakananumi kei Viti

Paraiminisita Sitiveni Rabuka kei ira na imatalawalawa era lesu mai Isireli ena soqo ni nodra mai ciqomi lesu kina noda vanua.Paraiminisita Sitiveni Rabuka kei ira na imatalawalawa era lesu mai Isireli ena soqo ni nodra mai ciqomi lesu kina noda vanua.
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ERA liutaka edua na imatalawalawa ni matanitu ko Viti, na Minisita ni 
iLavo ni noda vanua, ka Vukevuke ni Paraiminisita, Professor Biman 
Prasad ena Bose ni Kovana ni Baqe kei na Minisita ni iLavo kei Vuravura. 
Vakayacori na boseka oqo ena vanua ko Marrakech, Morocco ena 10 ni 

Okotova ena veiqaravi vakayabaki ni World Bank/ International Monetary Fund 
se Baqe kei Vuravura kei na Matabose ni Veiqaravi Vakailavo ena vuravura. 
Liutaka na boseka na Manidia Daireketa ni IMF Ms. Kristalina Georgieva ka 
dikevi bosei kina na veimataqali veivakatorocaketaki kei na gagadre sa yaco tiko 
oqo ena vuravura, na vei ririko e salamuria mai na veimataqali vakatubuilavo ena 
veiyasai vuravura, kei na vuqa tale na bolebole esa tauri vuravura tiko ena siga ni-
kua me vaka na iwiliwili ni lewenivanua kei na yaubula ka vakakina na veitokiyani 
ni tamata tabusakayani ena veimatanitu ena veiyasai vuravura.
Vakaraitaka ko Professor Prasad na tuvatuva ka sa vakayacora tiko na matanitu 
ena vanua ko Viti me vaka esa sa yaco tiko ena loma ni 9 na vula me vaka na 
kaukauwa ni tubu ena 20 na pasede sa vakilai oti ena noda vanua ena mua ni ya-
baki sa oti ka vakakina na nakinaki ni kena na tubu tale ena 8 na pasede na ituvaki 
ni veika vakailavo ena noda vanua ena yabaki oqo. Kuria ko koya na tuvatuva ka ni 
veivakatokocaketaki lewa vakamatau esa vakayacori tiko ena noda vanua.
Vakaraitaka talega ko Professor Prasad ni veika e yaco tiko ena vuravura e tarai 

Viti talega me vaka ni sa laurai tiko nikua na nodra sa tokitaki na lewenivanua ena 
nodra vakasaqara cakacaka ena vanua tani, kei na bolebole ni veisau ni draki ka sa 
vakadredretaka na toso kei na vakatubu i ilavo ena noda vanua
Dua na sabolo oya na kena tauri Viti mai na mate dewa ena COVID-19 ka sa va-
kavuna na tubu ni dinau kei na tubu ni isau ni yaya kei na kakana ena noda vanua.

ERA sa lewa na matabose 
yaco ni matanitu ena 
kena kebineti ena Oko-
tova 11th ni siga ena ena 

ika tini ka Vitu ni boseka ena ya-
baki oqo.
Oya mesa ra saumi vakailavo tale 
na timi ni Viti era vakaitavi tiko 
ena Qito Rakavi kei Vuravura 
2023 mai Varanise.
Lewa na boseyaco mera tau ya 
$5,000 na leweni timi yadua ka 
wilikina oira na kena ivakalesilesi 
yadua.
Oqo baleta nira yacova na qito 
ena kotafainala ni oti maina qito  
vakatobu.
Sega ni tax taki se saumi na kena 

vakacavacava na $5,000 oqo. Oqo 
talega na ikarua ni wasewase ni 
vota ilavo ka saumi veira na timi 
ni Fiji Water Flying Fijians Rugby 
World Cup team 2023 me vaka ni 
sa saumi oti edua na $5,000.
Vakaraitaka na tukutuku tabaki 
mai na boseyaco ni kebineti ni 
matanitu ni ratou na timi wiliki-
na oira na ivakalesilesi, dauni-
veitavulici kei ira na manidia ni 
ra kauta mai na marau vei keda 
na lewenivanua ena nodra kauta 
caka tale na yacai Viti ena kota-
fainala ni oti e 16 na yabaki me 
vaka ni otioti era a yacova ena 
2007.

Vakatulewa mai na bose yaco se kebineti ni matanitu

ERA vakaraitaka na Minisita ni ILavo ka 
Vukevuke ni Paraiminisita kei Viti, Pro-
fessor Biman Prasad ni matanitu ko Viti 
esa vakadeitaki koya tikoga ena nona 

sausaumi ena dinau me vaka ni matanitu lailai 
sara ka sega ni kaukauwa tu na bula vakailavo. 
Kuria ko Professor Prasad ni oqo na tuvatuva ni 
veiqaravi ena sausaumi ni dinau ena dodonu mera 
salamuria vakavinaka na veimatanitu lalai ena 
vuravura.
Ko Viti e tomana ko Professor Prasad esa biuta 
vata edua na tuvatuva ka lewa matau ka qarauni 
kina na kena qaravi vinaka na sausaumi ni nona 
dinau ka vakakina na kena tomani tikoga n veiv-
akatorocaketaki lewa matau me vukea tikoga na 
kena vakatubuilavo na matanitu ka sega ni guileca 
kina na kena qaravi na tuvatuva ni kena valuti na 
veisau ni draki baleta ni tiko talega kina na vei-
vuke levu edau yaco mai ena Baqe kei vuravura kei 
ira na matanitu lelevu. 
Sa ka bibi kina me vakamuria vinaka tikoga na 
tuvatuva ni veivakatorocaketaki lewa matau ena 
veimatanitu lalai se yanuyanu ena lalai ena vura-
vura me vaka ni 60% na pasede na matanitu era sa 
donuia tu na lusi kei na vakacaca vumai ena leqa 
tubukoso. 

E 9% na pasede a leqa tubu koso oqo ena vei-
matanitu lalai e tautauvata ni 30% na kaukauwa ni 
nodra bula vakailavo. 
Oqo e vakatauvatani ni lailai mai 1% na pasede na 
kaukauwa ni bula vakailavo vei ira na matanitu le-
levu ka kaukauwa nodra bula vakailavo.  
Kuria ko Professor Prasad ni oira na baqe ni veiv-
akatorocaketaki lelevu ena vuravura era sa liutaka 
tikoga na kena vakailavo taki na veivuke ena vaka-
caca vumai na vurevure ni draki veisau ia na vei-
vuke oqo ese tikoga era.
Sa kacivaka talega okoya ni sa dodonu mera laveta 
cake na nodra veivuke vakalevu na baqe era veiqa-
ravi tiko ena tabana oqo. 
Vakabauta ko Viti ena nodra vukea vakatautau-
vata na veimatanitu ena veiwasewase ni vuravura 
vakai na Pasivika baleta ni tautauvata na nodra dui 
bolebole era sotava mevaka mada na draki veis-
au, veivolikati se veiyawaki ni vanua era tiko kina 
main a makete ni veivoli kei na nodra yau bula ni 
vakatauvatani ena nodra rawaka vakailavo.
Uqeta vakalevu ko Professor Prasad na kena vaka-
levutaki nodra vukei vaka wasewase ni vanua ena 
veiyasai vuravura

Bose ni Kovana ni Baqe kei na 
Minisita ni ILavo kei Vuravura

Veivakadeitaki ena isaumi ni dinau
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Kidavaki na ilakolako mai na Matanitu 
Cokovata kei Vuravura

ERA kidavaki ira na ilakolako kina noda vanua mai na veta ecake ni 
Matanitu Cokovata kei Vuravura na noda liuliu ni matanitu, Paraiminisita 
Sitiveni Rabuka
Era sotavi Ms. Kanni Wignaraja na marama ka liutaka tiko main a ilako-
lako oqo. Ko Ms Wignaraja e nodra vukevuke ni Vunivola Levu ni veiqa-
ravi ena UNDP.
Era veitalanoa taka na liuliu erua na veika vakacakacaka erau wasea vata 
me vaka na kena vakaqaqacotaki tale na veiwekani ni matanitu. Na vei-
wekani oqo esa rui bibi sara baleta ni rawa ni laveta kina na ituvaki ni 
veiqaravi ni veivakatorocaketaki lewa matau ena noda vanua ka salamuria 
tikoga main a rai raraba ni matanitu cokovata kei vuravura ena vei ulutaga 
levu ka bibi eso me vaka na drake, veisau kei na kena qaravi vakavinaka na 
veimatanitu kei na veiliutaki ena Pasivika.
Vakavinakataka ko PM Rabuka na veiqaravi taumada ni UNDP se 
Matanitu Cokovata kei Vuravura ena tabana ni veivakatorocaketaki lewa 
matau ka vakakina na kena rawati eso na bolebole lelevu ni veivakato-
rocaketaki ka sa tuvalaki mai ena vuravura vei ira na liuliu ka salamuria 
tikoga na veiqaravi ni noda matanitu.
Niutaka ko PM Rabuka ni na tiko eso na vanua vou ni veiwekani ka rawa 
ni vakaqaqacotaki talega kina nodrau veiwekani o Viti kei UNDP.
Vakaraitaka ko Ms. Wignaraja na nodra doka na veikidavaki maqosa ko 
Viti kei na vakanananu ni vakaqaqacotaki ni veiwekani ka sa makosoi sara 
ena rai ni veivakatorocaketaki.

ENA gauna ni dredre kei na 
bolebole edau dredre sara na 
qaravi ni vuli kei ka sa qai 
dau dredre talega me dau se-

mati ira yani na lewenivanua na vuli 
baleta walega na duidui ni vanua kei 
na tagede ni bula sa tiko rawa ka sad au 
ni vakatatao ni veiqaravi ni bula raraba 
kei na veivakatorocaketaki kei na vaka-
tubuilavo.
Oqori na veika era cauraka na Minisita 
ni llavo, ka Vukevuke ni Paraiminisita 
ni mtanitu Professor Biman Prasad. Era 
a tiko voli ena dua na veitalanoa baleta 
na vuli ena boseka ni Kovana ni Baqe 
kei Vuravura ka vakayacori mai Mo-
rocco.  
Tukuna ko Professor Prasad ena gauna 
oqo ni sa da lesuva na bula ni vakaqa-
qacotaki ni noda bula vakailavo ni oti 
na leqa ni bula vakailavo ka salamuria 
mai na mate dewa, sa ka bibi ka ganiti 
me vakabibitaki tale na vuli ka vakaua-
sivi na kena vakailavotaki. Baleta na 
vuli edua na gaunisala ni noda vakaqa-
qacotaki keda tale ena nodra bula rara-
ba ni oti edua na leqa tubukoso se leqa 
vakailavo. Na vuli e dua talega na duru 
ni veiqaravi ena kena sagai na veivaka-
torocaketaki ena rawaka vakailavo kei 
na bula raraba ka sa bibi kina meda 
vakalevu taka na veimataqali gaunisa-
la me vukea keda me vaka na veivuke 
vakailavo, voladusidusi se lawatu ena 
tabana ni vuli ka me dikevi vou tale ka 

veisautaki ka vakakina na kena laurai 
vakamatua na veiwekani eso ka rawa ni 
vukei kina na vuli mai vua na Matanitu, 
taudaku ni matanitu, veira na tokani se 
tabana era dau veivukei ka vakakina 
na tabana ni lotu se veiqaravi raraba ni 
lewenivanua.
Sa dodonu me veivuke mai kina na 
Baqe kei Vuravura kei ira na mata-
bose ni veika vakailavo ena vuravura 
ka mera vukei na tabana era gadreva 
na veivuke ena tabana ni vuli ena muri 
vuli beka se sova ni vuli, primary, sec-
ondary kei na vuli torocake, na vuli tara 
se TVET, kei ira na via laveta nodra kila 
ena cakacaka. 
Na veiwekani kei na cakacaka vata ena 
gauna ni leqa tubu koso kei na dredre e 
kaya ko Professor Prasad e ka yaga.
Sa dodonu me dikevi tale ka veisautaki 
na lesoni se tabana ni vuli ena gauna 
dredre kei na bolebole eda bula donu-
maka tu nikua. Sa yaga kina me laurai 
na  yaga kei na kena vakayagataki na 
monalivaliva ena vuli ka vakavinakat-
aki na nodra gacagaca ni tauri vuli 
kei na veikavulici na qasenivuli ka me 
wilikina na vuli ena monalivaliva.
Sa yaga me laurai talega na veiwekani 
ni matanitu kei na veitabana ni veiqa-
ravi eso ena bula raraba ena taudaku ni 
matanitu ka merawa ni veiwaseitaki na 
iyau, kei na kila merawa ni vukea na la-
veti cake ni tagede ni vuli.

SA rui ka bibi na vukei ni vuli ena gauna ni bolebole lelevu ka sotavi vura-
vura tiko ena siga nikua. 
Oqori ena kena vakailavotaki tikoga ka me tosoi tikoga na veika baleta 
na nodra vuli na lewenivuravura ka merawa ni tuberi ka susugi vinaka 

kina na tamata me na laveta talega na veiqaravi ena veigauna e liu.
Oqori edua na veitalanoa ka laki lewena na matanitu ko Viti me baleta na kena 
vakailavotaki na vuli.
Era matataki Viti kina na Minisita ni Ilavo, ka Vukevuke ni Paraiminisita ni 
matanitu ena noda vanua, Professor Biman Prasad.
Era veitalanoataki kina na bolebole eso era sotava na veimatanitu ena vura-
vura ka vakakina ena nodra sa dui manidiataka voli na bolebole oqo ena dela 
ni dredre ni bula vakailavo kei na sasaga ni vakalesui vakatotolo se vakaqaqaco 
lesutale na veiqaravi ena vuli.
Vakaraitaka ko Professor Prasad ni vuli se na kena bibi na vuli ena sega ni rawa 
tale ni vakamelei n aka me baleta, ni vuli e usutu ni bula ni veiqaravi ena vura-
vura vakabibi ena kena susugi ka tuberi na tamata se lewenivanua ena veika 
baleta na bula torocake, bula vakailavo, vakatubuilavo kei na laveti cake ni bula 
raraba kei na veivakatorocaketaki lewa matau.
Na vuli ena vukea na tamata ka vaqaqacotaka na lewenivanua ka bulia na vei-
matanitu.
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ERA mai vulagi dokai na Peresitedi ni noda vanua lomani ko 
Viti, Ratu Wiliame Katonivere ena soqo ni siga kei Viti.
Ka vakayacori na soqo oqori ena rara na Albert Park e Suva ka 
ra mai liutaka kina na voleni vakaivalu ni bera ni ra qai vakaya-

gataki dakai na sotia se liga ni wau ni noda matanitu.
Era vakaitavi ena vanataki ni dakai oqori na ikatolu imataivalu (3FIR) 
ka ra rewataka na kala nei Peresitedi ka me vakananumi kina na iyabaki 
53 ni vanua ko Viti ena nona tu galala vakaikoya. Ni oti na veivakarurugi 
mai vua na sala ni Ranadi Vikatoria na ikarua ka sa vakacegu talega.
Era qai dikeva na nodra maji pasi mai na sotia na Turaga Tui Macuata 
ka Itaukei Bolatagane ka dikeva vata kei Commanding Officer of the 
3FIR Lieutenant-Colonel Atunaisa Vakatale.
Era qai solia nodra vakavinaka na Peresitedi veira na marama kei na 
turaga era vakaitavi ena voleni vakaivalu. Era qai vakayacori talega na 
veivakamarautaki, vakatagi kei na qito.
Era osota talega na lewenivanua na rara na Albert park mera laki 
sarasara ka marautaka vata na veiqaravi ni mataivalu ena voleni vakaiva-
lu ka vakauasivi na yabaki 53 ni noda tu vakagalala vaka matanitu.

Vulagi dokai na Turaga Itaukei Bolatagane 
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Veivakamarautaki ena nona vale 
vakamatanitu ko Peresitedi

ENA na yakavi sobu ni siga ni 

marautaki ni siga kei Viti era qai 

vakayaco soqo ni veivakamarautaki 

na Peresitedi Ratu Wiliame 

Katonivere ena nodra vale 

vakamatanitu.

Era sureti yani kina na liuliu ni 

matanitu Paraiminisita Sitiveni 

Rabuka kei ira na nodra lewenivale, 

Mrs Sulueti Rabuka. Ka vakakina 

oira na leweni nona bose yaco 

se kebineti ka vakakina na to ni 

veisaqa.

Wili talega kina na mata sureti 

main a veimatanitu era veiwekani 

voleka mai ki Viti ka ra sa tu nodra 

valenivolavola ena noda vanua   

Laveta edua na bilo ni 
vakavinavinaka ko 

Ratu Wiliame

ITAKITAKI E NA LOMA NI MACAWA

Lotulevu, Okotova 19, 2023

ERA mai laveta edua na bilo ni vakavinavinaka ko 
Peresitedi Ratu Wiliame Katonivere vei ira na lewe-
ni mataivalu e ra veiqaravi ena volenia vakaivalu 
me vakananumi ni siga ni tu vakagalala kei Viti.

Era vakayacori na soqo ni vakavinaka se garden party ena 
State House ka vakavinaka kina o Ratu Wiliame veira na so-
tia ena nodra vakarautaka vinaka na soqo oqo me rawa ni 
marautaki na soqo ni siga kei Viti.
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Marautaki na yabaki 53 
ena koroturaga

Soqo ni siga kei Viti e 
Ovalau

Sega ni guileca oira noda matua 
ena Siga kei Viti

ENA koroturaga e Suva era liutaka na tabacakacaka vakamatanitu na 
soqo ni marautaki ni yabaki 53 kei Viti ena dua na maji pasi ka teki-
vutaki main a Flea market levu e Suva ena mataka ni Tusiti Okotova 
10th 2023.

Edua na gauna vinaka veira na ivakalesilesi vakamatanitu mera taubale ka ma-
rautaka kina na nodra veiqaravi vakamatanitu ena vanua o Viti.
Era tomana na maji pasi oqo na veikabani kei na baqe ena noda vanua ka laki 
cava sara ena rara levu na Albert Park.

ERA laki vulagi dokai ko Minisita Sakiasi Ditoka na minisita ni veivaka-
torocaketaki ena taudaku ni koro vakavalagi  kei na leqa tubu koso ena 
soqo ni marautaki ni siga kei Viti ka vakayacori mai Levuka Ovalau.
Era vakayacora talega kina na lewenivanua ekeya na kena dramata-

ki talega na kena soli ko Viti e Peritania. Era osota yani na loma ni tauni na 

lewenivanua

NA soqo ni marautaki ni siga kei Viti e ya-
sayasa Muaira e tekivutaki toka ena no-
dra laki sikovi na noda matua era sa tiko 
vakaitikotiko ka qaravi ena Golden Age 

Home e Lautoka.
Era yadrava mai na veivakamarautaki oqo na matua 
era tiko ena vale oqo ka sara marautaki yani vei ra 
ivakalesilesi kei ira na weka nodra yaco vakananuma 

siga kei Viti ka vakakina na bibi ni 
nodra bula veicurumaki ena noda itovo, meke kei na 
vanua.
Vakavinavinataki ira na lewenivanua ena muaira ko 
Komisina, Mr Apolosi Lewaqaia ka kuria ni kaya na 
bibi ni duavata kei na veirokovi ni da sa mai duavata 
na taba tamata. Ka sega ni guilecavi kina oira na ma-
tua me vaka nira sac au oti talega ena kena rawati na 
tugalala

Marautaki na Siga kei 
Viti e Labasa.

Na siga kei Viti nikua e baleti kemuni na 
nomuni veiqaravi vinaka ena noda vanua. 
Oqori na mala ni vosa nodra na Vukevuke 
ni Minisita Jovesa Vocea ena nodra laki vu-
lagi dokai ena soqo kei Viti mai Labasa.
Era voleka ni 40 na drau vaca ena lewei La-
basa era taura na ked aka veisemati vinaka 
veira na lewenivanua kei ira na vakalesilesi 
ni matanitu.
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ERA yalo marau na 
liuliu ni matanitu 
P a r a i m i n i s i t a 
Sitiveni Rabuka 

ena nodra yaco bula mai 
noda vanua na lewe 255 
na lewenivanua era vodoka 
main a Fiji Airways 
chartered flight mai Ben 
Gurion Airport mai Isireli.
Dina ga ni yaco tiko na 
tikoyavavala mai na tokalau 
eloma ena nodrau valu tiko 
na Matanitu ko Isireli kei na 
Soqosoqo ni Bati Kadi na 
Hamas 
Era lewena mai na ilakolako 
oqo oratou na gonevuli mai 
na koronivuli ni tabana 
ni teitei ka ratou a lako 
vakavuli I Isireli ka vakakina 
oira na 200 na lewenivanua 
e Viti era lako vakagade ena 
lakolako ni sota mai Isireli 
kei ira na veimatanitu me 
baleta na kanavata ni lako 
sivia se feast of Tabernacles 
ka wilikina oira main a 
Pasivika.
Vakavinakataki ira kece na 
PM ena nodra sasaga me 
rawati na ilakolako oqo ka 
tukuna ni gauna dredre ka 
bolebole ena donumaka 
oqo sa yaga kina meda 
veinanumi tiko veira na 
vakaleqai ena yasana ruarua 
ko Isireli kei na Hamas.

Sa nona masu me na totolo 
walega na wali laivi na 
leqa tubukoso oqori ka me 
vakalesui tale main a bula 
sautu kei na tuvata duavata 
kei na marau veira kece.
Vakavinakataki ira na 
kabani ni Fiji Airways kei 
ira na kan ivakalesilesi 
ko PM Rabuka ena nodra 
vakayacora na nodra itavi 
mera vakadewataki main a 
lewenivanua e Viti ka ra tiko 
voli mai Isireli, dina ga ni 
yaco tiko na veivaluvaluti.
Oqo beka edua na imatai 
beka ni waqavuka mera 
vakadewataki mai kina na 
lewenivanua mai Isireli ena 
gauna ni valu.

Lesu bula mai Isireli e Lesu bula mai Isireli e 
255 na lewenivanua255 na lewenivanua

Oira na Marama Roko Tui Dreketi, Ro Teimumu Kepa keira na marama keina na turaga era lewena nai lakolako lesu mai Isireli.



amrs mOl kI 
p=St[ivt 8ojn[ sy 7[rI 
l[7

gNny ky iks[no\ ky 
ilE srk[r H[r[ w[s 
sh[8t[ k[8]k=m

j>mIn v[ly ivQ[8o\ 
sy inp2ny ky ilE 
2[Skfos]

fIjI ngrp[ilk[ cun[v 
2024 pr a[m jnt[ ky ilE 
j[nk[rI

b[#> k[ p[nI c#>ny, Asky 
dOr[n aOr b[d my\ K8[ kry\ 
esk[ Ap[8 2 3
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fIjI idvs ky itrpnvy\ (53rd) vQ[]g[{@ 
pr p=6[n m\t=I m[nnI8 isitvynI rMbUk[ 
ny dy9 ky n[m apny s\dy9 my\ fIjIv[is8o\ 
ko 8[d idl[8[ ik 9[iNt aOr amn 
cyn kyvl s7I trh ky ivv[d ko wTm 
krt[ hY\ biLk 8h idw[t[ hY ik hm[ry 
dy9v[sI iks trh s[5 imlkr k[m 
krty h\Y t5[ Anky bIc smzbUz hY\|
hm[ry bhu-j[tI8 aOr bhu-s\Sk~itk 
sm[j my\ 9[iNt sy Ekt[ b#>tI hY t5[ 
dy9 kI ANnit hotI hY| 8h p{UjIpit8o\ ko 

7I a[kiQ[]t krtI hY jo dy9 kI iS5rt[ 
aOr 9[iNtip=8 fIjI kI k[ibil8t 
phc[nty hY\|
hm jbik dy9 kI a[j>[dI kI 7[vn[ k[ 
a[nNd ly rhy hY\ to Eysy my\ a[eE hm As 
9[iNt kI rx[ krny aOr Asy b#>[ny ky 
p=it apnI p=itbDt[ ko ifr sy j[g~t 
kry\ jo hm[rI p=git k[ a[6[r hY\|
p=6[n m\t=I ny kh[ ik Ek s[5 imlkr, 
Ekju2 logo\ ky Rp my\ hm Ek Eysy 
fIjI k[ inm[]4 krn[ j[rI rwy\gy jo 
ai6k Rp sy sm~D ho aOr Ekt[ k[ 
Ek cmkd[r Ad[hr4 bn j[E|

iflh[l, r[Q2+pit mh[mhIm r[tu ivil8[my 
k[toinvyry ny fIjI idvs ky avsr pr 
apn[ s\dy9 dyty huE fIjI kI p=git aOr 
a[6uink ko a[k[r dyny v[ly 8ogd[n ky 
ilE a[7[r V8Kt ik8[|
Ank[ khn[ hY ik fIjI jYsy Ek 
p=git9Il a5]V8vS5[ aOr p=9[\t ky xyt= 
my\ Ek ky\d= ky Rp my\ j[n[ j[t[ hY, jo 
xyt=I8 aOr vYi(vk cunOit8o\ k[ s[mn[ 
krty huE xyt=I8 Ekt[ ko b#>[v[ dyny ky 
ilE smip]t hY|
'vYi(vk sm[j ky ihSsy ky Rp 
my\, fIjI apnI b#>I hue] a\trr[Q2+I8 

ijMmyd[ir8o\ ko phc[nt[ hY aOr s7I 
dy9o\ k[ sMm[n krty huE sMm[n kI 
m[{g krt[ hY r[Q2+pit ny fIjI ky 
punin]m[]4 k[ j(n mn[ny aOr km-
jor logo\ ko s9Kt bn[ny my\ dy9 kI 
Ekt[ pr jor id8[| jYs[ ik hm apny 
eith[s pr ivc[r krty hY\, mY\ s7I 
n[girko\ sy m[{g krt[ hU{ ik hmny jo 
jIt h[isl kI hY\, Ask[ j(n mn[E 
aOr 7ivQ8 pr ^8[n ky\id=t kry\| a[j 
hm jo in4]8 ly\gy Ask[ hm[ry r[Q2+ ky 
7ivQ8 pr dUrg[mI p=7[v p3>yg[|

fIjI idvs sm[roh
7

r[Q2+pit mh[mhIm r[tu ivil8[my k[toinvyry t5[ p=6[n m\t=I m[nnI8 isitvynI rMbUk[ fIjI idvs ky mOky pr srk[rI 7vn my\ j(n mn[ty huE   ict= : p=d[n ik8[ g8[



ronl dyv

8h byhd j>RrI hY ik m[ky]2 ibky=t[ao\ ko apn[ s\c[ln krny ky ilE surixt 
aOr Aict jgh imly\| n8[ 3+kytI imnI m[ky]2 k[ Ad<1[2n krty huE h[Aij>\g 
t5[ lokl gv]mN2 m\t=I m[nnI8 m[idA nluims[ ny p=k[9 3[l[ ik 8h byhd 
j>RrI hY ik ibk=yt[ao\ ky ilE Aict jgh ho| 3+kytI A)rI iv7[g k[ b#>t[ 
hua[ V8[p[irk kyNd+ hY| 3+kytI Ek p=isD ijl[ hY jh[{ hr idn ke] sO kI 
s\W8[ my\ ivitlyvU, bUa[, lMb[s[ t5[ s[vUs[vU sy sfr krny v[ly log Rkkr 
kuq n kuq wrIdbIn krty hY\ t5[ apnI 8[t=[ j[rI krny sy phly jLdI sy 
kuq w[ lyty h\Y aOr wud ko trot[j>[ kr lyty h\Y| lyikn ipqly ke] s[lo\ sy 
vh[{ Ek Aict m[ky]2 nhI\ bn[8[ g8[| 3+kytI lMb[s[ aOr nMbov[lU ky bIc 
my\ p3>t[ hY jo ik lMb[s[ sy s[@ iklomI2r aOr nMbov[lU sy pYs@ iklomI2r 
kI dUrI pr iS5t hY| m\t=I ny kh[ ik Ek sm[j ky ilE Ek m[k]y2, Ask[ 
idl aOr a[Tm[ hotI hY jo S5[nI8 ibk=yt[ao\ ky ilE Ek m\c p=d[n krt[ hY, 
t[ik vy apny V8[p[r ko b#>[ sky\, nOkir8[{ pYd[ krny ky s[5-s[5 dy9 kI 
a5]-V8vS5[ my\ 8ogd[n dy sky|  m\t=I ny kh[ ik 8h to 9uRa[t hY jbik 
srk[r ny Ek b3>[ m[ky]2 bn[ny kI tY8[rI krny ky ilE r[Q2+I8 bj2 my\ Ek 
l[w 3olr alg ik8[ hY| m\t=I ky anus[r h[l[\ik vo SvIk[r krty hY\ ik 
8h Ek aS5[8I m[ky]2 hY, 8h sm[j Anky ilE b3>y ivk[s lX8o\ kI id9[ 
my\ Ek mhTvpU4] kdm hY| 8h S5[nI8 ibk=yt[ao\ ko turNt r[ht p=d[n krt[ 
hY jo Aict m[k]y2 ky ibn[ ke] ki@n[e]8o\ k[ s[mn[ kr rhy 5y| es nE 
imnI m[ky]2 ky bnny sy ibk=yt[, wr[b mOsm my\ 7I apn[ s[m[n byc sky\gy 
t5[ ANhy\ koe] icNt[ nhI\ hogI| es ne] suiv6[ my\ m[k]y2 ky ilE ne] qt aOr 
p[w[n[ kI V8vS5[ hY jbik phly EysI koe] suiv6[ nhI\ 5I|

ronl dyv

amrs mol kI p=St[ivt 8ojn[ pUrI 
hony sy ryv[, t[e]lyvU t5[ ne]t[isrI 
p=[{t ky inv[is8o\ ky ilE nOkir8o\ ky 
avsr pYd[ hony ky al[v[ ANhy\ syv[ao\ 
ky ilE dUr nhI\ j[n[ p3>yg[ t5[ nOsorI 
el[ky my\ V8[p[r ko b#>[v[ imlyg[|
lkyn[ nOsorI my\ bn rhy es mOl kI 
8ojn[ kI 9uRa[t k[ ivmocn huE 
Ap p=6[n m\t=I t5[ f[8nyNs 
m\t=I m[nnI8 ibm[n p=s[d ny V8[p[r 
b#>[ny kI AnkI d~iQ2, logo\ ky ilE 
aOr nOkir8[{ AplB6 krny aOr dy9 kI 
a5]-V8vS5[ kI b#>NtI my\ 8ogd[n dyny 
ky ilE amrs pirv[r ko 6N8v[d id8[|
es 8ojn[ my\ pcIs hj>[r 3olr k[ wc] 
bY@ny k[ anum[n hY ijsk[ inm[]4agly 
s[l 9uR hony kI a[9[ hY t5[ 2025 
tk 8ojn[ pUrI hony kI AMmId hY|
'hm[ry ilE 8h 7I bhut p=sNnt[ kI 

b[t hY ik hm[rI S5[nI8 xmt[ aOr hm[ry 
S5[nI8 pU{jIpit s[mny a[ rhy h\Y aOr 8y 
mhTvpU4] p{UjI lg[ rhy hY\," Ap p=6[n 
m\t=I p=s[d ny kh[| amrs h[8r Pl[N2 
ilim23 ky mynyij\g 3[8ryK2r mhyNdr 
is\h k[ khn[ hY ik n8[ mol Anky aOr 
Anky tIn 7[e]8o\ kI 1992 my\ kMpnI 
kI 9uRa[t sy hI Ek spn[ kI trh hY|

'As vKt j>mIn kI wod[e] k[ k[m 
krty 5y, 6Iry sy hmny lk3>I ky 2+I2mN2 
Pl[N2 k[ k[m 9uR ik8[ aOr ifr hmny 
mugI] k[ V8[p[r ik8[| hmny ifr lk3>I 
bycny k[ V8[p[r 9uR ik8[, es trh 
hmny hmy9[ alg-alg trh ky V8[p[r 
ikE|
amrs mol lkyn[ ro3 pr iS5t rhyg[ 

jh[{ tIn sO sy J>8[d[ logo\ ky ilE 
nOkir8[{ pYd[ ho\gI, do sO s)r sy J>8[d[ 
g[i3>8o\ ky ilE k[r-p[k], Ek syiv]s 
S2y9n, myi3kl KlIink, dv[ w[n[, 
n[e] kI duk[n, aN8 duk[ny\, df<tro\ kI 
jgh, Ek fU3 ko2 t5[ k[8]k=mo\ ky 
ilE 7I jgh rhygI|

r[Q2+I8 m[mly
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amrs mol kI p=St[ivt 8ojn[

3+kytI my\ n8[ imnI m[ky]2 p=6[n m\t=I rMbUk[ ny amirkI 
r[Q2+pit sy mul[k[t kI

ronl dyv

p=6[n m\t=I m[nnI8 isitvynI rMbUk[ ny 
h[l my\ v[i9\2n amyirk[ iS5t Vh[e2 
h[As my\ amirkI r[Q2+pit jo b[E3n sy 
mul[k[t kI| somv[r pcIs istMbr ko 
8U Es pyisifk a[ElyN3 form lI3s] kI 
s7[ my\ r[Q2+pit b[E3n ny apny Sv[gt 
7[Q[4 ky b[d p=6[n m\t=I rMbUk[ ky s[5 
anaOpc[irk cc[] kI, anu7v ko b[{2[ 
t5[ apny kir8r pr b[tcIt kI| r[Q2+pit 
b[E3n ny xyt=I8 aOr vYi(vk cunOit8o\ sy 
inp2ny my\ amyirkI-fIjI s[zyd[rI kI 
t[kt pr j>or dyty huE, fIjI ky p=it _I 
rMbUk[ ky smp]4 kI sr[hn[ kI|
_I rMbUk[ ny r[Q2+pit b[E3n kI 7[vn[ao\ 
k[ a[dr krty huE, fIjI aOr aN8 p=9[Nt 
HIp dy9o\ ky ilE Ek mUL8v[n sh8ogI 
aOr 7[gId[r ky Rp my\ amyirk[ ky ilE 
apnI ghrI sr[hn[ V8Kt kI| dono\ nyt[ao\ 
ny iv9yQ[ Rp sy p=9[\t xyt= my\ jlv[8u 
pirvt]n, surx[ aOr a[i5]k ivk[s jYsy 
mhTvpU4] ivQ[8o\ ko s\boi6t krny my\ wulI 
b[tcIt aOr a\tr[]Q2+I8 sh8og ky mhTv 

pr j>or id8[| ANho\ny aOr dy9o\ ky bIc 
s[zyd[rI b#>[ny aOr sm~iD ko b#>[v[ 
dyny ky ilE 8U.Es-pYisifk a[elY\3<s 
form lI3s] kI s7[ my\ aN8 nyt[ao\ ky 
s[5 imlkr k[m krn[ j[rI rwny kI 
p=itbDt[ jt[e]| dono\ nyt[ao\ ky bIc 
shj a[d[n-p=d[n ny V8iKtgt s\b\6o\ 
kI 9iKt aOr a\trr[Q2+I8 kU2nIit ky 
xyt= my\ s[z[ anu7vo\ pr p=k[9 3[l[|
es mul[k[t ny amyirk[ aOr p=9[\tI8 
HIp dy9o\ ky bIc S5[8I imt=t[ ko mjbUt 
ik8[, s[5 hI AJjvl 7ivQ8 kI id9[ 
my\ imlkr k[m krny ky ilE nyt[ao\ ky 
smp]4 ko 7I mjbUt ik8[| 
p=6[n m\t=I rMbUk[ ny kh[ ik es s7[ 
my\ ihSs[ lykr ANho\ny sMm[int mhsUs 
ik8[ ijskI myjb[nI r[Q2+pit jo b[E3n 
Vh[e]2 h[As my\ kI 5I|
8h i9wr sMmyln, apnI trh k[ dUsr[, 
a2<@[rh dy9o\ ky p=9[Nt HIp smUh form 
kI qt=q[8[ my\ p=9[\t HIp ky nyt[ao\ ko 
Ek s[5 l[t[ hY, jo amyirk[ aOr p=9[\t 
HIp dy9o\ ky bIc mOjUd s[zyd[rI aOr 
sh8og ky mjbUt b\6n kI puiQ2 krt[ hY|
amyirk[ ny ai6k[irk tOr pr do aOr 
p=9[Nt HIp dy9o\, kuk a[elY\3<s t5[ N8Uvy 
kI Svt\t=t[ ko m[N8t[ dI ijssy s7I 
dy9o\ ky ilE a[Tmin4]8 aOr Sv9[sn ky 
mhTv ko bl iml[|
amyirk[ ny xyt= my\ buin8[dI #[{cy ky ivk[s 
ky ilE a[i5]k sh[8t[ p=d[n krny k[ 
v[d[ ik8[, ijsmy\ smud+ ky nIcy kybl 
ky m[^8m sy e\2rny2 s\pk] my\ su6[r ky 
p=8[s 7I 9[iml hY| amyirk[ p=9[\t xyt= ky 
logo\ ko l[7 phu{c[ny v[ly buin8[dI #[{cy 
ko b#>[v[ dyny ky ilE p=itbD hY|
amyirk[ k[ lX8 hY jlv[8u pirvt]n, 
a[i5]k ivk[s, Sv[S%8 aOr gYr-k[nUnI 
#\g sy mqlI pk3>ny k[ muk[bl[ krny 
ky s[5-s[5 apnI s[zyd[rI ko mjbUt 
krn[|

Ap p=6[n m\t=I t5[ f[8nyNs m\t=I m[nnI8 ibm[n p=s[d, amrs mol kI p=St[ivt 8ojn[ kI 1oQ[4[ ky dOr[n kMpnI ky m[ilko\ ky sh8oig8o\ ky s[5               ict= :p=d[n ik8[ g8[

fIjI ky p=6[n m\t=I m[nnI8 isitvynI rMbUk[, amirkI r[Q2+pit 
jo b[E3n sy mul[k[t krty huE    ict=: p=d[n ik8[ g8[

3+kytI imnI m[ky]2 kI ne] suiv6[ao\ sy l[7 A@[tI hue] kuq mihl[ ibk=yt[  - ict= cose]8[ rl[Ngo



ronl dyv

mh[Tm[ g[{6I Ek Eysy nyt[ 5y ijNho\ny aih\s[ ky 
blpr l[wo\ logo\ ko p=yirt ik8[ aOr 7[rt ko 
Svt\t=t[ s\g=[m my\ mhTvpU4] 7Uimk[ in7[e]|
roj>g[r m\t=I m[nnI8 aiGn dyv is\h ny g[{6I j8NtI 
ky avsr pr mh[Tm[ g[{6I mymoir8l h[e] SkUl 
ky a^8[pk t5[ q[t=o\ ky s[5 8h sm[roh mn[ty 
huE Eys[ kh[|
'mh[Tm[ g[{6I 7[rtI8 Svt\t=t[ s\g=[m ky p=muw 
nyt[ao\ my\ sy Ek 5y, ijNho\ny apn[ jIvn 9[iNt 
aOr sm[nt[ ko b#>[v[ dyny ky ilE smip]t kr 
id8[|"
g[{6I j8NtI k[ 1545 vQ[] my\ 8h puiQ2 kI j[ 
sktI hY ik hm s7I ko Anky jIvn k[ j(n 
mn[ny pr gv] hY K8o\ik vh Ek p=yr4[ 5y, Ek 
p=r4[ hY\ aOr 7ivQ8 my\ hm[rI p=yr4[ rhy\gy| a[eE 
hm sT8, aih\s[ aOr s[m[ijk N8[8 H[r[ 
indy]i9t apny k[8o\] ky m[^8m sy duin8[ ko 
Ek byhtr jgh bn[ny ky ilE p=itbD ho\| a[eE 

hm vh bdl[v bny\ jo hm duin8[ my\ dywn[ 
c[hty hY, jYs[ ANho\ny soc[ 5[| to es g[{6I 
j8\tI pr a[eE As V8iKt ko apn[ sMm[n 
dy ijNho\ny hmy\ isw[8[ ik Ek byhtr duin8[ 
k[ r[St[ hmmy\ sy hr Ek sy 9uR hot[ hY| 
a[eE apny jIvn my\ ai6k d8[lu, sCcy aOr 
9[iNtpU4] bnny k[ p=8[s kry\| fIjI my\ mh[Tm[ 
g[{6I idvs mhTvpU4] hY K8o\ik 8h r[Q2+ ky 
bhus[\Sk~itk t[ny-b[ny my\ 7[rtI8 smud[8 ky 
8ogd[n ko m[N8t[ dyt[ hY| 8h An S5[8I 
mUL8o\ kI 8[d idl[t[ hY ijnk[ mhTm[ g[{6I 
ny sm5]n ik8[ 5[, ijnmy\ N8[8, kR4[ aOr 
Ekt[ 9[iml hY| m\t=I ny koil9n srk[r ky 
d~#> sm5]n ko 7I dohr[8[| 8h idn s7I 
fIjIv[is8o\ ky ilE Ek s[5 a[ny aOr mh[Tm[ 
g[{6I ky jIvn aOr 8ogd[n k[ j(n mn[ny k[ 
Ek avsr hY, jbik hm An mh[n a[d9o\] ky 
ilE wud ko p=itbD krty hY\ ijnky ilE vy w3>y 
5y aOr hm Anky H[r[ S5[ipt mUL8o\ ko bn[E 
rwny aOr b#>[v[ dyny k[ p=8[s krty hY\|

ronl dyv

r[Q2+I8 Ekt[ aOr 6[im]k sd<7[vn[ ky 
Ek mhTvpU4] p=d9]n my\ r[Q2+pit mh[mhIm 
r[tU ivil8[my k[toinvyry ny r[Q2+I8 iml[d-
An-nbI ky jlsy kI 9o7[ b#[e]| 8h 
jls[ ip=Ns c[Ls] p[k] n[NdI my\ hua[ jh[{ 
r[Q2+pit muW8 myhm[n 5y| es jlsy ny 
pYg\br mohMmd ky jNm k[ j(n mn[ny 
ky ilE ivi7Nn 6[im]k logo\ ko Ek s[5 
l[8[| apny 7[Q[4 my\ r[Q2+pit ny kh[ 
ik r[Q2+I8 iml[d-An-nbI k[ jls[ k[ 
fIjI my\ ghr[ mhTv hY, K8o\ik vy 
a\tr6[im]k s\v[d, smz aOr Ekt[ ko 
b#>[v[ dyny ky ilE Ek m\c ky Rp my\ 
k[m krty hY\| ANho\ny kR4[, Ekt[ aOr 
s[m[ijk N8[8 ky mUL8o\ pr j>or id8[, 
ijNhy\ pYg\br kI i9x[E\ b#>[v[ dytI hY\, aOr 

8y mUl fIjI ky bhus[\Sk~itk aOr iviv6 
sm[j ky s[5 kYsy myl w[ty h\Y|
‘mY\ fIjI ky eSl[m mjhb k[ Ek 
6[im]k, 9Yixk aOr r[Q2+I8 s\g@n hony 
ky n[ty fIjI muiSlm lIg ky mh[n aOr 
iv9[l p=8[so\ ko SvIk[r krn[ aOr Anky 
p=it apn[ sMm[n V8Kt krn[ c[ht[ hU{| 
esny i9x[ aOr s[m[ijk kL8[4 ky xyt= 
my\ bhut 8ogd[n id8[ hY aOr esky sdS8o\ 
ny a[^8[iTmk aOr sbsy mhTvpU4] Rp sy 
s[m[ijk-a[i5]k d~iQ2ko4 sy fIjI ky 
ivk[s my\ sik=8 Rp sy 7[g il8[ hY aOr 
8ogd[n id8[ hY| ‘pYg\br mohMmd sb kuq 
Ek s[5, Ek 6[im]k i9xk, Ek sm[j 
su6[rk, Ek nYitk V8iKt 5y, m[g]d9]k, 
Ek 9[nd[r p=9[sk, Ek vf[d[r doSt, 
Ek ad7ut s[5I, Ek smip]t pit aOr 
Ek P8[r krny v[l[ ipt[ 5y| 

ronl dyv

bhuj[tI8 aOr 9ugr m\t=I m[nnI8 cr4 jIt is\h ny cInI 
V8vs[8 ko pun: s(Kt bn[ny ky ilE iks[n aOr lIs p=Iim8m 
sh[8t[ k[8]k[m kI 9uRv[t kI| 
k[8]k=m ky dOr[n, m[nnI8 cr4 jIt is\h ny es b[t pr 
p=k[9 3[l[ ik 8h sh[8t[ lIs kI sm[iPt b#>ny t5[ aOr 
b#>ty p=ImI8m ky smS8[ao\ ko dywty huE 9uR kI ge] hY| ANho\ny 
8h 7I kh[ ik k[8]k=m kI 1oQ[4[ 2017/2018 r[Q2+I8 bj2 
my\ kI ge] 5I aOr b[d my\ 8h 2020/2021 iv)I8 vQ[] tk 
cltI rhI aOr g@b\6n srk[r ny es s[l ky 2023/2024 
r[Q2+I8 bj2 my\ cInI V8vs[8 ky ilE lg7g do imil8n 3olr 
ink[l[ hY|
'esmy\ sy $1.5 million An iks[no ko j[Eg[ jo j>mIn kI 
lIs b#>[n[ c[hty h\Y t5[ $5 million An nE iks[no ky ilE hY 
jo 9ugr xyt= my\ phl[ kdm rwny j[ rhy hY jo j>mIn wrIdn[ 
8[ lIs pr lyn[ c[hty hY|"
'srk[r $7500 8[ tIs p=it9t lIs p=Iim8m l[gt pr g=[N2 
sh8t[ p=d[n krygI | es g[=N2 ko do 7[g my ik8[ g8[ hY: 
Ek jo An in6[]irt n8y iks[no ky ilE hY jo 9ugr xyt= my 
phl[ kdm rwny j[ rhy hY aOr dusr[ An iks[no ky ilE hY 
ijnkI lIj> kI sm[PtI ink2 a[ rhI hY | 
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iml[d-An-nbI k[ jls[

g[{6I idvs sm[roh iks[no\ ky ilE 
sh[8t[ k[8]k=m

roj>g[r m\t=I m[nnI8 aiGn dyv is\h g[{6I j8NtI ky mOky pr id8[ jl[ty huE         ict=: p=d[n ik8[ g8[ 

r[Q2+pit mh[mhIm r[tU ivil8[my k[toinvyry r[Q2+I8 iml[d An-nbI ky jlsy pr logo\ sy mul[k[t krty huE           

bhu j[tI8 m[mly t5[ cInI m\t=I cr4 ijt is\h,cInI V8vs[8 ky s[zyd[ro\ ky s[5
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a[E2yk k[8]k=m kI Ans@vI\ vQ[]g[{@ mn[e] ge] dy9 7r my\ fIjI idvs sm[roh 6Um6[m sy mn[8[ g8[

cIn kI S5[pn[ kI cOh)rvI\ vQ[]g[{@

es s[l a[E2yk idvs pr 7[rt 
ky a[E2yk k[8]k=m kI Ans@vI\ 
vQ[]g[{@ mn[e] ge] ijssy fIjI aOr 
7[rt ky bIc S5[8I b\6n aOr mjbUt 
hua[| Ap p=6[n m\t=I t5 f[8nyNs 
m\t=I m[nnI8 p=ofysr ibm[n p=s[d 
ny ipqly a[@ mhIno\ my\ ACc StrI8 
8[t=[ao\ aOr sh8og siht dono\ dy9o\ 

ky bIc ghry hoty s\b\6o\ pr p=k[9 
3[l[| m[nnI8 p=s[d ny q[t=v~i) aOr 
a[E2yk jYsy k[8]k=mo\ ky m[^8m sy 
fIjI kI i9x[ aOr p=i9x4 ky ilE 
7[rt ky Eith[isk sm5]n k[ 7I 
a[7[r V8Kt ik8[| esky al[v[ 
p=muw ApliB68o\ my\ es s[l iv(v 
ihNdI sMmyln my\ 7[rt ky ivdy9     

m\t=I kI myjb[nI krn[ aOr ivdy9 
r[J8 m\t=I 3[K2r r[j kum[r r\jn 
smyt aN8 hiSt8o\ k[ Sv[gt krn[ 
9[iml hY| pyisifk p[vr t5[ EnyjI] 
sMmyln my\ 7[rt ny fIjI my\ sO ib
Stro\ v[ly sUpr Spyi98il2I pyisifk 
aSpt[l ky inm[]4 jYsy phl kI 
1oQ[4[ kI| 

r[Q2+pit mh[mhIm r[tU ivil8[my r[Q2+pit mh[mhIm r[tU ivil8[my 
k[toinvyry ny h[lhI sUv[ iS5t k[toinvyry ny h[lhI sUv[ iS5t 
g=yN3 pyisifk ho2l my\ cIn 
kI S5[pn[ kI cOh)rvI\ vQ[]
g[{@ ky j(n my\ ihSs[ il8[|
fIjI aOr cIn ny 1975 sy 
1inQ@ s\b\6 S5[ipt ikE hY\| 
ipqly kuq vQ[o\] my\ ivi7Nn 
xyt=o\ ky sh8og sy 8y s\b\6 
aOr mjbUt huE hY\| cIn hm[rI 
ivk[s a[k[\x[ao\ kI 
ApliB68o\ aOr hm[ry sm8 kI 
cunOit8o\ k[ s[m[6[n krny my\ 
fIjI k[ Ek p=muw 7[gId[r 
bn[ hua[ hY|
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b[#> sy bcny ky Ap[E

j>mIn v[ly 
ivQ[8o\ sy 

inp2ny ky ilE 
2[Skfos

b[#> sy phly

	 • 	 ^8[n my\ rwy ik pirv[r ky s7I sdS8 surixt Ek jgh ho
	 • 	 pIny v[l[ p[nI iksI aCqy ko\2ynr my\ 7rkr rwy K8o\ik p[nI ky 		
		  sPl[e] my\ b[6[ phu{c sktI hY
	 • 	 1r ky s[m[no\ ko iksI A{cy S5[n pr iwsk[ dy aOr An cIj>o\ ko 	
		  surixt kr dy\ jo b[#> my\ bh sktI hY\
	 • p9uao\ ko A{cy S5[no\ pr lyj[kr b[{6y
	 • Apr j[ rhy b[#> ky p[nI pr ingr[nI rwy\
	 • a[p[tk[lIn suz[vo\ ko suny\
	 • jb surixt ho\ to hI apny 1r sy inkly\
	 • EysI jgh n j[E jh[{ b[#> c#>ny k[ wtr[ ho
	 • b[#> c#>I ndI n[lo\ ko p[r krny kI koi99 n kry\
	 • 1r sy inklny sy phly ibjlI k[ muW8 SvIc bNd kr dy\

b[#> ky dOr[n

	 • 	 bCco\ ko b[#> ky p[nI 8[ n[ly my\ n wylny dy\
	 • 	 b[#> c3>I r[Sty 8[ pulo\ ko p[r n kry\
	 • 	 An ndI n[lo\ ko p[r n kry\ jh[{ p[nI 1u2no\ sy Apr ho
	 • 	 j[nvr aCqI trh tYr skty hY| ANhy\ bNd jgh 8[ drb[ my\ bNd n 	
		  kry\, gy2 wol dy t5[ j[nvro\ kI rSsI 7I wol dy\ t[ik vy surixt 	
		  jgh 7[g sky\

b[#> ky b[d

	 •	 pIny k[ p[nI Ab[l ly\
	 •	 wr[b hony v[ly 7ojn kI j[{c kry\
	 • 	 b[#> v[ly el[ky\ sy dUr rhy
	 •	 1ro\ 8[ em[rto\ my\ v[ps j[ny pr s[v6[n rhy\ jbik vh[{ 2U2y huE 		
		  9I9y, qt v[ly #Ily i2n 8[ ibjlI ky wuly huE t[r p3>y 			 
		  ho skty hY\
	 • 	 j>Rrt p3>ny pr f<ly9 v[lI b)I k[ Ap8og kry\, h[5 v[lI b)I 8[ 	
		  momb)I nhI\ K8o\ik essy a[g 73>k sktI hY\
	 • 	 agr em[rt b[#> ky p[nI ky nIcy 5I to ibjlI aon krny kI 		
		  koi99 n kr\y aOr iksI iv9yQ[0 kI j[{c k[ e\tj>[r kry\
	 • 	 p[nI my\ w3>y hony 8[ 7Igy hony pr ibjlI ky SvIc ko n quE\
	 • 	 ibjlI ky Apkr4o\ k[ tbtk Ap8og n kry\ jbtk AnkI aCqI 	
		  trh sf[e], sUw[ hon[ 8[ nuks[n ky ilE  AskI j[{c n kI ge] ho
	 • 	 s\b\i6t ai6k[ir8o\ ko ibjlI, p[nI 8[ 2yilfon ky l[e]Ns my\ huE 	
		  nuks[n kI irpo2] kry\

8y sl[h ny9nl i3j>[S2r mynyjmN2 aoifs kI aor sy hY|

ronl dyv

koa[il9n srk[r ny j>mIn kI lIs, irN8U krny t5[ 
ip=im8m v[ly ivQ[8o\ sy inp2ny ky ilE Ek 2[Skfos] 
kI S5[pn[ kI hY|
Ap p=6[n m\t=I t5[ f[8nyNs m\t=I m[nnI8 ibm[n 
p=s[d, e]tAkYe] m[mlo\ ky m\t=I m[nnI8 efyrymI v[sU, 
cInI t5[ bhu j[tI8 m[mly ky m\t=I m[nnI8 cr4 jIt 
is\h ky s[5 e]tAkYe] lyN3 2+S2 bo3] ky p=itini68o\ 
kI Ek s7[ hue] ik j>mIn kI lIs v[ly ivQ[8o\ ko 
kYsy sulz[8[ j[E|

s7[ my\ rj>[mNdI hue] ik Ek 2[Skfos] kI S5[pn[ 
kI j[E ijsmy\ ivi7Nn m\t=[l8 t5[ EjyNsIs ho\gy 
jYsy ik:

	 • f[8nyNs, r4nIitk 8ojn[, r[Q2+I8 ivk[s 
t5[ a[k3>o\ ky m\t=[l8
	 • e]-tAke] m[mlo\ ky m\t=[l8 
	 • bhu j[tI8 m[mly ky m\t=[l8
	 • lyN3<s aOr imnrl irsoss] m\t=[l8
	 • k~iQ[ aOr vo2rvYs m\t=[l8
	 • e]-tAkye] lyN3 2+S2 bo3]

8h 2[Skfos] esI s[l aK2Ubr mhIny ky m^8 
sy kyNd=I8, p(icmI t5[ A)rI iv7[g my\ j>mIn ky 
ivQ[8o\ ko lykr j>mIn m[ilk t5[ iks[no\ ky 

s[5 pr[m9] krny ky ilE s7[E\ kryg[ aOr j>mIn 

m[ilko\, iks[no\ t5[ as[im8o\ ko a[(v[sn dyg[ ik 

koa[il9n srk[r j>mIn ky m[mly pr gOr kr rhI 

hY aOr lMby sm8 ky sm[6[n ky ilE r4nIit8o\ t5[ 

p=St[vo\ pr k[m kr rhI hY|

2[Sk fos] j>mIn m[ilko\, as[im8o\ t5[ s7I 

s[zyd[ro\ ko a[(v[sn dyt[ hY ik srk[r, j>mIn kI 

lIs ky s\b\6 my\ kuq mud<do\ ko hl krny ky ilE 

km sy km sm8 my\ k[m krygI jo lMby sm8 sy 

hl nhI\ huE hY\|
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fIjI ngrp[ilk[ cun[v 2024
a[pko K8[ j[nn[ j>RrI hY

p=St[ivt j[nk[rI

ngrp[ilk[ cun[v K8[ hY\? es s[l v[ly ngrp[ilk[ cun[v 
my\ mtd[t[ vo3] k[ANsls k[ cun[v kry\gy jo 2[An aOr is2I 
k[ANsLs m\y Ank[ p=itini6Tv kry\gy 

1
mt dyny ky ilE kOn 8oG8 hY\?

	 • 	 jo a2<@[rh vQ[] ky hY\
	 • 	 jo phly hI ny9nl ryijS2r aof vo2s] my\ 		
		  ryijS2r hY\ ijnk[ p=8og a[m cun[v ky ilE hot[ hY
	 • 	 jo lg7g tIn mhIno\ sy ngr kI sIm[ ky aNdr 	
		  inv[s krt[ ho

es cun[v ky xyt= kOn-kOn sy ho\gy? hr Ek ngr 8[ 9hr kI 
apnI sIm[ hotI hY (ijNhy\ ngrp[ilk[ kI sIm[ khty hY\)| hr Ek 
ngrp[ilk[ kI sIm[, vo3] my\ iv7[ijt hY\| hr Ek ngrp[ilk[ kI 
apnI ngrp[ilk[ k[AiNsl hogI| ngrp[ilk[ cun[v ky ilE Ek 
vo3] hI cun[v xyt= hY| mtd[t[ apny vo3] ky k[AiNsls ko mt 
dy\gy| esk[ mtlb hY ik Ek vo3] ky ryijS23] mtd[t[:
	 • As vo3] ky mt dyny ky ilE ryijS2r ho\gy
	 • As vo3] sy cun[v l3>ny ky ilE logo\ ko mnonIt kry\gy
	 • ivi7Nn ngr 8[ 9hr kI k[AiNsl my\ Ank[ p=itini6Tv 	
	 krny ky ilE vo3] k[AiNsls k[ cun[v kry\gy

kOn AMmIH[rI kr skt[ hY?
koe] 7I ngrp[ilk[ cun[v my\ AMmIH[rI kr skt[ hY agr vo 
mihl[ 8[ puRQ[:
• fIjI k[ n[girk hY aOr Anky p[s iksI aN8 dy9 ky 
n[girkt[ nhI\ hY;
• As ngrp[ilk[ ky ryijS2r aof vo2s] my\ ryijS2r hY jh[{ sy 
ANhy\ mnonIt krny k[ er[d[ hY;
• ipqly Ek s[l sy AsI el[ky my\ rht[ ho jh[{ sy ANhy\ mnonIt 
ik8[ j[ rh[ hY;
• Ank[ idv[il8[ n inkl[ ho
• vo cun[v kim9n k[ sdS8 nhI\ hon[ c[ihE 8[ mnonIt hony sy 
c[r s[l phly tk sdS8 nhI\ 	hY
• mnonIt hony sy phly Asy jyl kI sj>[ n hue] ho
• mnonIt hony sy a[@ s[l phly tk Asy iksI jum] ky ilE do9I 
nhI\ p[8[ g8[ ho ijsky ilE b[rh mhIny 8[ Assy J>8[d[ kI jyl 
kI sj>[ hY
• cun[v s\b\6I, r[jinitk p[i2]8[{ 8[ mtd[t[ao\ ko ryijS2r krny 
s\b\6I iksI apr[6 ky ilE Asy doQ[I nhI\ p[8[ g8[ ho

Ek V8iKt jo AMmIH[rI ky 8oG8 hY, vh cun[v l3>ny ky ilE 
mnonIt kYsy kr skt[ hY?
Eys[ p=St[v hY ik jo AMmIH[rI krny ky 8oG8 hY vo mnonIt kr 
skt[ hY| ijn vo3] sy AMmIH[rI kI j[EgI vh[{ ky lg7g bIs 
ryijS2r mtd[t[ao\ k[ sm5]n p=[Pt hon[ c[ihE| koe] ryijS23] 
r[jnIitk p[2I] AMmIdv[r ko mnonIt kr sktI hY 8[ V8iKt 
Ek Svt\t= AMmIdv[r bnkr cun[v l3> skt[ hY|

2

3

4

5

iks trh kI cun[v p=4[lI k[ Ap8og hog[?
	 • Eys[ p=St[v hY ik Ek ngrp[ilk[ ky aNdr hr Ek 	
	 vo3] ky k[AiNsls k[ cun[v bhusdS8I8 wulI sUcI 	
	 p=4[lI ky tht hog[| hr Ek mtd[t[ ky p[s 		
	 Ek mt hog[ t5[ p=T8yk mt k[ mUL8 sm[n hY|
	 • p=St[ivt bdl[v pr aOr j[nk[rI ky ilE ngrp[ilk[ 	
	 cun[v s\b\6I 3+[f<2 lokl gv]mN2 (s\9oi6t) ibl pr 	
	 8h il\k https://www.mlg.gov.fj/ pr j[E\ 

6

s\pk] aOr p=itik=8[

aOr j[nk[rI ky ilE,
ricElI isvo ko 9905197
pr s\pk] kry\

a[p sv[lo\ kI Ek sUcI 7rkr
submissions.mlg@gmail.com pr emYl kr skty hY

8[ a[p aonl[e]n sv[lo\ kI sUcI 7r skty hY jo 8h[{ 
AplB6 hY

8[ a[p wud lyj[kr
es pty pr dy skty h]Y:
lOkl gv]mN2 m\t=[l8,
pym[ny\2 sk=y2rI
lyvl 2 Ef Ef E ibiL3\g
Gly3S2n ro3,
sUv[ 

s7I iliwt sbim9n somv[r solh aK2Ubr 2023 kI 9[m c[r bjy tk 
SvIk[r ik8[ g8[|

apnI lOkl gvmN2 cun[v p=ik=8[ ko a[k[r dyny ky ilE apnI a[v[j> 
ko mhTv dy\
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ronl dyv

pIpLs koa[il9n srk[r ny tIn aK2U-
br ko m\t=Im$3l kI apnI solhvI 
bY@k kI jh[{ kuq j>RrI fYsly\ ilE 
gE|
en fYslo\ my\ agly s[l kI s[v]jink 
qui22<8o\ kI 1oQ[4[ hue]|
m\t=Im$3l ny 2024 s[v]jink qui2<28o\ 
ko SvIk~it dI|
nE s[l kI qu2<2I - somv[r phlI jn-
vrI
gu3 f=[83y - 9uk=v[r AntIs m[c]
e]S2r s23y - 9inv[r tIs m[c]
e]S2r mn3y - somv[r phlI ap=yl
igrim2 idvs - somv[r tyrh me]
r[tU sr l[l[ sukUn[ idvs - 9uk=v[r 

eKtIs me]
pYgMbr mohMmd k[ jls[ - somv[r 
solh istMbr
fIjI idvs - guRv[r ds aK2Ubr
idv[lI  - 9uk=v[r phlI nvMbr
k=Isms 3y  - buDv[r pcIs idsMbr
boiKs\g 3y - guRv[r qBbIs idsMbr
agly s[l v[lI s[v]jink qui22<8o\ kI 
1oQ[4[ kuq s\S5[ao\ aOr m\t=[l8o\ kI 
sl[h ky b[d kI ge] hY\ ijnmy\:
* idv[lI ATsv ky ilE _I sn[tn 6m] 
p=itin6I s7[ fIjI sy; 
* igrim2 idvs ky ilE fIjI igrim2 
k[ANsl sy; 
* pYgMbr mohMmd ky jlsy ky ilE 
fIjI muiSlm lIg sy; 
* e]S2r kI qui2<28o\ ky ilE fIjI 

k[ANsl aof cc]s sy; r[tU sr l[l[ 
sukUn[ idvs ky ilE e]-tAkye], 
s\Sk~it, ivr[st aOr kl[ m\t=[l8 sy 
aOr ik==sms, boiKs\g 3y t5[ fIjI 
idvs kI qui2<28o\ ky ilE soilis2r 
jynrl ky df<tr sy| agly s[l v[lI 
s[v]jink qui2<28o\ kI sUcI gyj>2 my\ 
q[pI j[EgI| esky al[v[ m\t=Im$3l 
ny w[s krky l[EsyNs h[8r(LH), 
l[EsyNs iminbs (LM) t5[ l[EsyNs 
ryN2l (LR), l[EsyNs kyir8s] (LC) ky 
ilE s[v]jink g[i3>8o\ ky pyim]2 p=d[n 
krny v[lI rok ko h2[ny kI SvIk~it dy 
dI hY| m\t=Im$3l r[j>I hua[ hY b[kI pI 
Es vI pyim]2 jYsy ik ro3 R2 l[EsyNs 
(RRL), l[EsyNs 2yKsIs (LT) t5[ ro3 
koN2+yK2 l[EsyNs pr ifr sy gOr ik8[ 

j[E ijsky b[d 8y l[ElyNs p=d[n krny 
ky pyim]2 p=d[n krny ky rok ko h2[ny 
k[ koe] fYsl[ il8[ j[Eg[| pI Es 
vI pyim2 p=d[n krny pr rok do hj>[r 
G8[rh my\ l[gU kI ge] 5I| anum[n hY 
ik lyN3 2+[Nspo2] a5oir2I a[@ hj>[r 
a[@ sO solh pyim2<s k[ p=9[sn krtI 
hY jbik J>8[d[tr pyim2<s, kyNd+I8 aOr 
pi(cmI iv7[g my\ hY\| 
m\t=Im$3l ny jo tIsr[ fYsl[ il8[ 
vo 5[ 3yl[e]2 syiv\g ko S5igt krn[| 
esky s[5 kuq k[nUno\ my\ bdl[v krny 
kI sM7[vn[ hY ijnmy\ 3yl[e]2 syiv\g 
EK2 1988 rD krn[ 7I 9[iml hY| 
fIjI my\ 38l[e]2 syiv\g s[l 1998 sy 
9uR hokr idsMbr 2020 aOr jnvrI 
2021 ky bIc sm[Pt hua[| 

m\t=Im$3l ky fYsly\ 
fIjI idvs ky itrpnvI\ vQ[]g[{@ pr ke] sO kI s\W8[ my\ fIjIv[sI Elb2] p[k] sUv[ my\ ApiS5t huE t5[ es mOky pr r[Q2+pit mh[mhIm r[tU ivil8[my 
k[toinvyry ny kuq fIjIv[is8o\ ko sMm[int 7I ik8[      ict=: p=d[n ik8[ g8[
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