ia’s
Minister for Health
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WAF extending clean water Carrying honour forward for Dad:

Constable Mataele
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Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka at the Christmas/Thanksgiving church service at the Centenary Church in Suva last week Friday where he thanked the civil servants for their service to the people of Fiji.

By WANSHIKA KUMAR

S Christmas Day fast ap-
proaches, Prime Minister
Sitiveni Rabuka shone a
light on the quiet heroes of
government, those who work behind
the scenes, unseen, yet vital.
Speaking at the Christmas/Thanksgiv-
ing church service at the Centenary
Church in Suva last week Friday, the
Prime Minister stated that while lead-
ers receive applause, many others make

the achievements possible through si-
lent sacrifice and dedication.

“Our success as a government, is when
people look through the year and see
how much we have done. There are
many people out there who are not
seen, people who carry out the instruc-
tions that we give out and when we
come to celebrate the achievements of
the year, let us remember them,” the
Prime Minister said.

“Let us acknowledge their unseen
deeds, unseen sacrifices.

“We get the accolade; we get the thanks.
Those of us who stood for elections and
are looking forward to another elec-
tion, will get the votes, but you are the
ones who carry the banner of the gov-
ernment of the day”

PM Rabuka encouraged all civil ser-
vants to keep serving with commitment
and excellence.

“We want to thank you and we want to
encourage you- seen or not seen, con-
tinue to do your best. The Lord we wor-
ship, in whichever faith, knows what we

Photo: WANSHIKA KUMAR

are doing”

Looking back on the year, the Prime
Minister described it as one that has
“not been all easy, not all been glori-
ous.”

“If you believe that God lives, if you
believe that you are there because you
are called, that was your call — do
the work, carry whatever harsh words

come our way.’
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1JT’S embassy in Jerusalem, Israel is a beacon

of friendship and a platform for peace.

In a historic move, Fiji established its

permanent mission in the ‘Holy Land’ in the
presence of Fiji’s Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka,
and Israel’s Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu.
At the event, PM Rabuka highlighted that “our
presence here reflects our desire to build bridges—not
walls—between nations, cultures, and peoples”.
“The people of Fiji share a very close religious and
cultural connection to the Holy Land. We deeply
value your great nation, which is the birthplace of
Christianity. Our similarities, faith and common
values continue to strengthen us together in unity and

solidarity.”

PM Rabuka asserted that the opening of Fiji’s Embassy
reflects the Fijian Government’s commitment to be
deeply engaged with the international community.

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka with Israel’s Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu during the opening of Fiji's embassy in

Jerusalem, Israel. Photo: SUPPLIED

PM Rabuka meets India’s Minister for Health

RIME Minister, Sitiveni
Rabuka, met with India’s
Minister for Health, Jagat
Nadda, during his State visit
to India, where he expressed Fiji’s
interest for further cooperation in the
health sector and beyond.
PM Rabuka also welcomed the
forthcoming establishment of the Jan
Aushadi Kendra centre in Fiji, which
will improve access to affordable
medicines and set pharmaceutical
standards for the Pacific region.
Discussions also focused on other
areas for potential collaboration,
including digital health services,

hospital redevelopment through
Public-Private Partnerships,
and expanded medical training

opportunities for Fijian personnel in
India.

PM Rabuka expressed gratitude for
the warm welcome and acknowledged
the enduring relationship between
Fiji and India, which dates back
to 1879 with the arrival of the first
indentured labourers from India.

Prime Minster Sitiveni Rabuka meets with India’s Minister for Health, Jagat Nadda

in India. Photo: SUPPLIED

Fiji reaffirms commitment to peace and
multilateralism at UN’S 80th anniversary

HE  United  Nations
(UN) Office in Suva
recently hosted a special
reception to mark its
80th anniversary — celebrating
eight decades of global peace,
human rights, social progress and
sustainable development.
Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka,
graced the occasion, joined by

Fiji’s Permanent Representative
to the United Nations and Non-
Resident Ambassador to Israel,
Filipo Tarakinikini, Great
Council of Chiefs chairman, Ratu
Viliame  Seruvakula, members
of the Diplomatic Corps, and
representatives from international
organizations and civil society.

Speaking on behalf of the

Government, chief of protocol
(COP), Kiti Temo reflected on the
UN’s founding in the aftermath of
World War II, and said that “from
the ashes of war, 51 nations came
together with a vision to save
succeeding generations from the
scourge of war and to build a world
founded on peace, dignity, and
cooperation.”

Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, with United Nations staff at the UN 80 reception. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

PM Rabuka meets Sir
Tony Blair, explores
opportunity for collab

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka and Fiji’'s permanent secretary
for Foreign Affairs, Reijeli Taga met with former British Prime
Minister Sir Anthony Blair. Photo: SUPPLIED

RIME Minister Sitiveni Rabuka met with former
British Prime Minister Sir Anthony Blair to
explore opportunities for collaboration with Fiji’s
public service through the strategic use of modern
technology.
Mr Blair is the Executive Chairman of the Tony Blair Institute
for Global Change (TBI) and upon meeting the former UK
Prime Minister in Singapore, PM Rabuka expressed Fiji’s
interest in working with TBI to advance technological
transformation in the areas of public service delivery,
e-health, and digital infrastructure.
PM Rabuka conveyed his gratitude to Sir Tony, highlighting
the need for public service to embrace technology.

Fiji-Singapore reaffirms
strong bilateral ties

Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, met with Singapore’s Prime
Minister, Lawrence Wong, where they reaffirmed their
commitment to deepening bilateral cooperation between the two
nations

1JI'S Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, and
Singapore’s Prime Minister, Lawrence Wong,
reaffirmed their commitment to deepening
bilateral cooperation between the two nations.
The meeting which was convened at the Parliament House
of Singapore, provided an opportunity for both leaders
to engage in meaningful dialogue on shared priorities,
explore new avenues for collaboration, and reinforce the
longstanding friendship between the two nations.
PM Rabuka expressed his gratitude to the Government and
the people of Singapore for the warm hospitality accorded
to him and his delegation upon their arrival, highlighting
that Singapore has been a reliable development partner
and a genuine friend to Fiji over the years since the
establishment of our diplomatic relations in 1971.

Thursday December 25,2025
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Fili-Japan advocates peace, free and open international order

[JTand Japan,whorecently signed Lomavata—
Kizuna Partnership Joint Communiqué, have
emphasised the importance of “maintaining
a free and open international order based on
the rule of law”.
As part of Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka’s State visit
to Japan in November, Fiji’s Head of Government met
with Japan’s Prime Minister, Takaichi Sanae, where
the leaders held bilateral discussions where they
reaffirmed their shared commitment to advancing
peace, development, and cooperation across the
Pacific region.
PM Rabuka was among the first of world leaders to
meet Japan’s first female Prime Minister following
her successful election last month.
The two leaders also affirmed their cooperation
toward the realisation of a “Free and Open Indo-
Pacific (FOIP)”, addressing global challenges and
enhancing regional stability.

Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka being welcomed during his visit
to Japan last month, where he met with Japan’s Prime Minister,
Takaichi Sanae. Photo: SUPPLIED

Govt and community work together for new EC

THE Minister for Environment and
Climate Change, Mosese Bulitavu,
visited Daku village on Kia Island
to officially open the much-awaited
evacuation center.

This project was committed to by
the Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka,
during the Northern Division tour
back in April of 2023 and endorsed
to be facilitated under the 2023/2024
Small Grants Scheme budget
allocation that had a total budget
funding of $64,622 from the Office
of the Prime Minister.

Minister Bulitavu said that this was a
community need given the effects of
previous cyclones like TC Winston
and TC Yasa.

Minister for Environment and Climate Change, Mosese Bulitavu, visited Daku
village on Kia Island to officially open the much-awaited evacuation center.

Photo: SUPPLIED

FLIPS: Revitalising Fiji’s civil
service for a future-ready nation

AFTER more than six decades
since its inception, the Fiji Learning
Institute for Public Service (FLIPS)
has reopened with a renewed
mission: to build a future-ready
Civil Service.

For generations, the institute has
been pivotal in preparing Fiji’s
civil servants; from the days of
independence to the modern era of

governance.
It has nurtured local leadership,
shaped national policies, and
strengthened the machinery of
government.

At the reopening in March 2025,
Prime Minister and Minister for
Civil Service, Sitiveni Rabuka
highlighted FLIPS’ purpose:

“The Civil Service is responsible

R

for implementing and enforcing
Government’s national development
aspirations. I am rest assured that
the national and international
learning opportunities that will
be coordinated under FLIPS, will
strengthen the capacity of civil
servants, ensuring continuous skills
development.”

Prime Minister and Minister for Civil Service, Sitiveni Rabuka, at the opening of the Fiji Learning Institute for Public Service
(FLIPS) with Public Service Commission chair, Luke Rokovada. Photo: SUPPLIED

Fiji and Indonesia’s
enduring partnership

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka met Indonesian President
Prabowo Subianto in Jakarta where the two leaders reaffirmed
the strong and enduring partnership between the two nations.

RIME Minister Sitiveni Rabuka reaffirmed Fiji’s
strong and enduring partnership with Indonesia
during a bilateral meeting with President Prabowo
Subianto in Jakarta earlier in the year.
PM Rabuka acknowledged the longstanding diplomatic
relations between the two countries, which were formally
established in 1974.
This strong bilateral relationship has seen the expansion
of the two nations’ partnership over the past five decades,
including the establishment of the Fiji-Indonesia Friendship
Association (FIFA) in 2014.
On development cooperation, PM Rabuka stated that Fiji
continues to benefit from Indonesia’s support.
For this, he expressed his gratitude for Indonesia’s continued
development assistance, particularly the $FJD12 million
grant for the landmark Agriculture Demonstration Farm and
Regional Training Centre in Dobuilevu, Ra Province.

Fiji reaffirms strong bilateral
relations with the US

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka with U.S. Congressman and
Chair of the Congressional Pacific Islands Caucus, Ed Case
whom he met in Washington in February 2025.

Photo: SUPPLIED

RIME Minister Sitiveni Rabuka met with U.S.
Congressman and Chair of the Congressional
Pacific Islands Caucus, Ed Case in Washington in
February, reaffirming Fiji’s strong and enduring
partnership with the United States of America.
PM Rabuka acknowledged the longstanding cooperation
between Fiji and the U.S and the Pacific region through
the Pacific Islands Caucus and highlighted key areas
of cooperation including climate change, security, and
sustainable economic growth and development.
During the visit, the Head of the Coalition Government
briefed Congressman Case on the Foreign Policy White
Paper, which outlines the nation’s strategic international
engagement for the next decade.
PM Rabuka’s vision of the Pacific as an “Ocean of Peace”
also extended to the halls of Congress, where he called
on the U.S. to support this concept, and to deepen its
partnership with the region.

Thursday December 25,2025
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Education Ministry develops new discipline
policy to address misconduct cases

N a bid to address cases of misconduct
by Heads of Schools, and Ministry of
Education teaching and non-teaching
staff, the Ministry is currently develop-

ing a comprehensive Discipline Policy.

Speaking in Parliament last week, Minister
for Education, Aseri Radrodro, stated that the
new policy is proposed to be anchored with
the existing Civil Service Discipline Guide-
lines and the Civil Service (Discipline) Regu-
lations, which already require that any action
taken must be “prompt, transparent, fair and
impartial, consistent” with clear responsibili-
ties, rights to response, and confidentiality

safeguards.

Minister Radrodro shared that past practices
have often resulted in teachers who commit
serious misconduct being simply transferred
to another school or moved to headquarters,

rather than being held accountable.

Minister for Education, Aseri Radrodro, states that the ministry is developing a
comprehensive Discipline Policy to address cases of misconduct by Heads of Schools
and the ministry’s teaching and non-teaching staff. Photo: SUPPLIED

Teacher appointment and
acting policy to ensure
fairness and transparency

HE Ministry of Education is revamping
its teacher appointment and acting
appointment policy to ensure fair,
transparent, and merit-based placements,

ending delays, favouritism and inefficiencies that
has affected everyone.

Updating the Parliament on the key policy reforms
last week, Minister for Education, Aseri Radrodro,
said the previous policy framework for appointments
and acting roles lacked consistent processes across
teaching and non-teaching sectors and did not
adequately capture accountability mechanisms.
This led to:

e Unclear approval pathways and delays in
processing

* Perceptions of favouritism and lack of merit-based
decisions

* In sufficient checks for disciplinary or performance
issues prior to appointment

with Ieacher Transter Polic

)

e

Minister for Education, Aseri Radrodro, with senior members of the ministry following
the announcement of the Teacher Transfer Policy. Photo: SUPPLIED

HE Ministry of Education is
addressing staffing challenges
in Fiji’s schools through its
strengthened Teacher Transfer
Policy, aimed at tackling shortages, de-
lays, and inequities in teacher placements.
Updating the Parliament on the key poli-
cy reforms Minister for Education, Aseri
Radrodro, said the policy plays a critical
role in mitigating teacher shortages by
enabling greater flexibility, responsive-
ness, and equity in staffing.
“This policy allows teachers who have

served in one school for a tour to request
or be considered for transfer,” Minister
Radrodro said.

“The policy helps redistribute human re-
sources where they are needed most. This
allows the Ministry to address surplus
teachers in some locations and shortages
in others. For example, when a teacher
retires, resigns or when fewer teachers
are available in certain STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathemat-
ics) subjects or remote schools.”

¥y

Skills fairs key to empowering

Minister for Education, Aseri Radrodro, meets with students during the Central Division Skills
Fair. Photo: SUPPLIED

'S education system is mov-
ing towards a future that blends
knowledge with practical skills,
says Minister for Education,
Aseri Radrodro.
Speaking in Parliament on the recent
Central Division Skills Fair, which was
held at the National Gymnasium recently,
Minister Radrodro put forth the proposal
for a National Skills Fair.

The fair had drawn participation from
more than 60 schools alongside industry
partners, training providers and commu-
nity groups.

Over 4,800 students and teachers at-
tended across two days, showcasing in-
novation in fields ranging from construc-
tion, agriculture, and hospitality to digital
technology, robotics, and fashion design.

New warehouse a hoost to
North health system

HE need for qual-

ity  infrastructure,

unlimited supply of

medicine and the
retention of our skilled health-
care workers remains to be a
challenge.
And as part of ongoing efforts
to improve medical supply dis-
tribution in the Northern Divi-
sion, Prime Minister Sitiveni
Rabuka officially opened
Warehouse Tolu at the Labasa
Divisional Hospital this week.
Funded by the Government of
the Republic of Japan through
the Japan International Coopera-
tion (JICA), at a total cost of $2.2

Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, while opening the
Warehouse Tolu at the Labasa Divisional Hospital, said
it will now serve as the ‘medicine hub’ of the Northern
Division — “a forefront of transitioning medical supplies
across the three provinces”.

HE villagers of
Nayavuira in Ra
came together to
celebrate the com-
missioning of two vital proj-
ects: a clean water supply
system and upgraded medical
facilities.
The dual project falls under
the Water and Sanitation for
Health Facility Improvement
Tool (WASHFIT) program,
funded by the Government of
the Republic of Korea in col-
laboration with the Ministry
of Health and Medical Ser-
vices and UNICEF.
Commissioning at the event
was the Korean Ambassador
to Fiji, Kim Jin Hyung, and the

Minister for Health and Medical Services, Dr Atonio
Lalabalavu, with stakeholders during the commissioning of
two vital water projects in Nayavuira village in Ra.

Photo: SUPPLIED

million, Warehouse Tolu was conceived in response to lessons learned from the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

The establishment of Warehouse Tolu reflects the continued support by the Japanese
Government and its broader commitment to strengthening Fiji’s healthcare system.

Minister for Health and Medical Services, Dr Atonio Lalabalavu.

“Today, we gather to celebrate a significant milestone in our journey towards improv-
ing water, sanitation, and hygiene in our healthcare facilities across Fiji,” Minister
Lalabalavu said.

Thursday December 25,2025



email: news@moc.gov.f;
@FijiRepublic;

Fiji Government;
www.fiji.gov.fi

phone: 3301806

©e BN

LOOK BACK 2025 %

Govt announces rollout of $200
Back-to-School support for 2026

HE Coalition
Government
announced the
rollout of the
Back-to-School  Support
for the 2026 academic

year.

Minister for  Finance,
Esrom Immanuel,
highlighted  that  the

initiative —first introduced
three years ago—remains
one of Government’s
flagship programs aimed
at easing financial pressure
on families as their children
prepare for school.

The assistance provides
$200 per eligible child
to support the purchase
of school uniforms,
shoes, bags, stationery,
lunch boxes and other
necessities.

Payments will commence
on January 16, 2026,
giving families adequate
time to prepare for the
school year, which begins
on January 26, 2026.
Payments for students
progressing from Year 12
to Year 13 will be released
once exam results are
issued and enrolment for
2026 is confirmed.

Funds will be disbursed
through Vodafone
M-PAiSA and Digicel
MyCash, while Post Fiji
will facilitate payment
via TMO for maritime
families without mobile
coverage.

Government will cover
all service fees, ensuring
parents receive the full
$200.

/

-

Minister for Education, Aseri Radrodro, with Minister for Finance, Commerce and Business Development, Esrom Immanuel, during the

announcement of the Back-to-School support for 2026. Photo: SUPPLIED

Amended Audit
Act to protect
Auditor General
and staft

REPEALING the Audit Act 1969,
Parliament passed the Audit Bill
2024 which recognises the Office
of the Auditor-General (OAG) as an
independent office and protects the
Auditor General and staff.

The Audit Act 1969 recognised the
duties and powers of the Auditor-
General, the Audit Bill 2024 further
recognised the OAG as an independent
office and the general role of the
Auditor-General.

The Acting Attorney-General and Minister for
Justice, Siromi Turaga, in Parliament.
Photo: SUPPLIED

Sugar amendment bill to
address issues ailing industry

HE Sugar Industry
Act (Amendment)
Bill passed in
Parliament.
Some of the benefits
introduced in the amendment
of the Act through the bill
includes:
- Provision to facilitate the
reinstatement of the process
of election of members of
the Sugar Cane Grower’s
Council;
- Provision to allow farmers
to resolve their grievances
and issues through their
Council that will be appointed
through a democratic process;

- Provision for sugarcane
growers to voice out their
concerns without interference from
Government;

- Provision to enhance harmony amongst
the sugarcane growers;
- Restore respect for growers, enhance

Minister for Sugar and Multi-Ethnic Affairs, Charan
Jeath-Singh, during the passing of the Sugar Industry
Act (Amendment) Bill in Parliament. Photo: SUPPLIED

commitment and boost their confidence
in the industry; and

- Enhance productivity and increase
overall cane production by efficiently
resolving conflicts and challenges faced
by farmers related to their farms.

Empowering entrepreneurs to
transform dreams into realities

THE Access to Business Funding Bill will
now serve as a testament of the Coalition
Government’s commitment to address the
challenges that Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMESs) face in accessing
finance.

The Bill introduced new alternative
financing mechanisms, unlocking the full
potential of MSMEs which accelerates
innovation, fosters the growth of new

emerging industries, and sparks creative
minds.

The Reserve Bank of Fiji highlights that
MSMEs in Fiji face a significant financing
gap of approximately $2.2 billion and the
bill seeks to address this critical shortfall
by introducing innovative, regulated
methods of capital raising, such as small
offers, equity crowdfunding and peer-to-
peer lending.

Fili's cinematic landscape set to
transform with new amendment bill

THE Cinematographic Films
(Amendment) Bill 2025 seeks to enhance
film accessibility while maintaining
proper viewing standards.

Attorney-General, Graham Leung,
while introducing the bill in Parliament
during the March sitting, explained The
Bill proposes significant amendments to
the film classification system under the
existing Cinematographic Films Act and
aims to reinstate the Parental Guidance

(PG) rating that many families have long
relied upon.

To ensure a seamless transition to the new
classification framework, amendments
to Regulation 2 of the Cinematographic
Films  (Classification)  Regulations
1972 will also be implemented, thereby
mitigating any administrative challenges
for stakeholder groups within the film
industry.

Transparency and Accountability Bill

IN AN effort to revamp governance in Fiji,
the Transparency and Accountability Bill
was introduced and passed in Parliament.

The legislation sought to establish
an Accountability and Transparency
Commission (ATC), a crucial initiative
intended to enhance the accountability of

public officials and foster a culture of good
governance.

In conjunction with the already proposed
Code of Conduct Bill and Access to
Information Bill, the Bill will usher in a
new era of institutional governance in Fiji.

Govt delivers strong legislative progress and reform agenda

THE Acting Attorney-General and Minister
for Justice, Siromi Turaga, has highlighted
the significant legislative progress achieved
under the Coalition Government since
2023, with 84 bills tabled in Parliament —
of which 73 have already been enacted into
law.

Minister Turaga noted that the Government

was addressing capacity challenges within
the legal sector, particularly the shortage of
legislative drafters across the Pacific.

“We must continue developing our policy
and drafting capacity to ensure Fiji’s laws
remain relevant, well-researched and
aligned with international standards,” he
said.

Thursday December 25,2025
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Constructive Dialogue on Sixth State
Report at Pacific CEDAW Session

n efforts to highlight the Fiji Government’s commitment
to ensuring the full and equal realization of women
and girls’ human rights, a Fiji Delegation, led by the
Minister for Women, Children and Social Protection,
Sashi Kiran, defended Fiji’s Sixth State Report at the Pacific
CEDAW Technical Cooperation Session of the CEDAW
Committee.
Members of the Fiji Delegation provided comprehensive
updates in response to each of the questions presented by
the Committee Chair and CEDAW Committee members,
explaining initiatives their respective Agencies have
implemented towards securing substantive gender equality
and the empowerment of diverse women socially, politically

Parliament passes Adoption
(Amendment) Bill 2025

The Ministry of Women, Children and Social Protection
welcomes the passing of the Adoption (Amendment) Bill
2025, a major step forward in strengthening the Adoption Act
2020 and improving Fiji’s adoption system.
The passing of this Bill is a significant achievement, as it
helps ensure the law works better for everyone involved—
2035), marking an important step in especially chlldrep. The ame.ndments address existing
. . . . challenges, streamline the adoption process, and ensure that
strengthening the rights, inclusion w MDs : . . .
. \ 7 Mobilty / every adoption is handled fairly and efficiently. They also
and empowerment of persons with . pisasi : o I B Device . o .
e ; ! > i, { erice clarify the roles and responsibilities of all involved, enhance
disabilities across the country. h . IV,
. . iy . ow courts manage adoption cases, and keep Fiji aligned
The policy outlines Fiji’s continued . . . .
. . with international child protection standards.
commitment to the Convention on the . .
. . . Most importantly, these changes reaffirm that every adoption
Rights of Persons with Disabilities decision must put the child’s best interests first
(CRPD), which Fiji ratified in 2017. p ’

Minister for Women, Children and
Social Protection, Hon. Sashi Kiran, I i

4d the Taunch represents Fiji's strong Minister Kiran launches
Ghild Poverty Report

said the launch represents Fiji’s strong
commitment to ensuring that disability
inclusion remains at the heart of
national development.
Fiji marked a major milestone with the launch of its first-ever
Multidimensional Child Poverty Report, led by the Minister
for Women, Children and Social Protection, Sashi Kiran, in
partnership with UNICEF.
This landmark report was the first in Fiji to examine child
poverty beyond household income. It measures how
children experience poverty across multiple essential areas

Fill launches first National Ghild Policy

iji’s first-ever National Child Safeguarding
Policy launched at the Novotel Hotel in
Lami marked a historic milestone in Fiji’s
commitment to protect children from all
forms of violence, abuse, neglect, and exploitation.
The National Child Safeguarding Policy sets out clear
steps that all organisations — including Government
agencies, civil society, schools, faith-based groups,
health facilities and private sector institutions — must
take to keep children safe.
It ensures that everyone working with or around
children follows proper standards and practices, such
as recruiting staff safely by carrying out background
and police checks, having clear rules on appropriate
behaviour, reporting and managing any cases of
abuse properly, and making sure all activities are safe
and child friendly.

Minister for Women, Children and Social Protection, Sashi Kiran,
and Minister for Health, Dr Atonio Lalabalavu with their permanent
secretaries and Government official during the launch of the first
National Child Policy. Photo: SUPPLIED

Fiji launches National Disability Policy (2025-2035)

The Government launched Fiji’s ] e ORI F Y
NS WITH DIS@BILITIES i
e 1 : . W

National Policy on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities (2025-

Minister for Women, Children and Social Protection, Sashi Kiran, with
stakeholders during the launch of the National Disability Policy. Photo: SUPPLIED

Thousands of Fijians in Vanua Levu to have
access to high-speed connectivity

THOUSANDS of Fijians in Vanua Levu can
now access high speed internet and enhanced
digital connectivity following the launch of
Telecom Fiji’s Fiber Optic Extension project
earlier this year.

The new project further strengthens Fiji’s
telecommunication infrastructure, fostering
economic growth, and improving access
to essential services such as education,
healthcare, and business opportunities in the
Northern Division.

Prime Minister and Minister responsible
for Public Enterprises, Sitiveni Rabuka,
highlighted that reliable communication
connectivity 1is essential for economic
growth, education, and disaster resilience.
“The ceremony marks a milestone for the
people of Vanua Levu and Fiji’s backbone
network capacity provider — Telecom,
in reinforcing high speed, resilient and

Prime Minister and Minister responsible for Public Enterprises, Sitiveni scalable connectivity bereen Savusavu
Rabuka, shares a light moment with Telecom Fiji chairman, Attar Singh, and Labasaand more-so, a giant leap forward
and staff member during the launch of Telecom Fiji's Fiber Optic Extension for Fiji, in our shared aspirations for a more

project. connected and prosperous future,”

— including nutrition, housing, water, education, health,
sanitation and child protection — providing a deeper and
more accurate picture of the challenges they face.

16 Days of Activism

The 25th of November marked the sombre, yet profoundly
hopeful, beginning of the 16 Days of Activism Against
Gender-Based Violence.

In launching the activism period, Prime Minister Sitiveni
Rabuka said, “It is not merely a date on the calendar;
it is a dedicated period of national reflection, rigorous
accountability, and, most importantly, a decisive call to
concerted, lasting action”.

“We cannot, and we must not, shy away from the truth that
is captured in the stark statistics. The fact that nearly two in
every three women in Fiji who have been in a relationship
have suffered physical or sexual violence by a male partner is
not a statistic—it is a national tragedy”.

“We must acknowledge that this violence is not confined to
one demographic. It affects the young and the old, cutting
across all communities.”

Fili launches “Digital Lifeline”
to strengthen online safety

FlJIstood together recently to make
its online spaces safer, smarter, and
stronger with the launch of the
Online Safety Commission’s Think
Before You Click” Campaign.
“Online safety is not optional — it
is essential,” said the Minister for
Policing and Communications,
Ioane Naivalurua, setting the tone
for a national call to action while
launching the initiative.

Issues like cyberbullying, scams,
and image-based abuse are no
longer distant threats — they are

affecting families, schools, and
communities across the country,”
he said.

“In response, the Government
is taking decisive steps —
combining law, technology, and
humanity. Through the Online
Safety Commission, the Fiji
Police Force, and the education
and youth networks, systems are
being built to protect and empower

every Fijian. And now, there’s a
new lifeline: 1548 — The Digital
Lifeline.”

Minister for Policing and Communications, loane Naivalurua, with (from left) Director-General for Digital Government
Transformation, Cybersecurity and Communications, Tupou’tuah Baravilala, Online Safety Commission commissioner,
Filipe Batiwale, and other guests at the launch. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN
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WAF extending clean water accessibility

HE 2023/2024 financial year was a defining
period for the Water Authority of Fiji — a year
that marked both transformation and expansion
in the reach and reliability of the nation’s water
infrastructure.
Minister for Public Works, Meteorological Services
and Transport, Ro Filipe Tuisawau, said that after
strengthening its foundation, WAF had now turned its
focus towards broadening service coverage, modernising
assets, and building resilience into every aspect of its

operations.
“The financial year 2023/2024 truly showcased WAF’s
expanding reach — from the bustling towns to the

quiet rural villages, from the coastal communities to the
interior highlands.”

One of the landmark achievements, he explained, was
the launch of the Water Sector Strategy 2050 in April
2024 — a visionary roadmap that sets Fiji’s direction for
water and wastewater services for the next three decades.

Minister for Public Works, Meteorological Services and
Transport, Ro Filipe Tuisawau, on his way to the Parliamentary
chambers during a Parliament sitting. Photo: SUPPLIED

Fili welcomes establishment of Solar Technology
and Application Resource Centre

HE Fiji Government is committed to
strengthening partnerships and capacity
building while making bold moves
towards advancing renewable energy.
This follows the signing of a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) between the Fiji
Government, Fiji National University (FNU),
and the International Solar Alliance (ISA) by
the Minister for Public Works, Meteorological
Services and Transport, Ro Filipe Tuisawau
recently.
This collaboration will see the establishment
of the Solar Technology and Application
Resource Centre (STAR-C) at FNU’s College of
Engineering and Technical, Vocational Education
& Training (CETVET), with funding support
from ISA.
In commending the initiative, Minister Tuisawau
said that this marks a significant milestone in Fiji’s
renewable energy journey, describing STAR-C
as “a hub for training, knowledge sharing, and
expertise in solar energy technologies”.

The signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between
the Fiji Government, Fiji National University (FNU), and the
International Solar Alliance (ISA) by the Minister for Public Works,
Meteorological Services and Transport, Ro Filipe Tuisawau.
Photo: SUPPLIED

Gout commissions $90,000 road project to improve

FTER years of
struggling with poor
road conditions and clean.

their backs and covering children
in plastic to keep school uniforms

the Ministry of Rural and Maritime
Development and Disaster
Management’s Rural Outer Island

unreliable road access,
the people of Club Link Road in
Nailaga, Ba can now enjoy safer
and easier travel, thanks to the
completion of their new access road.
For years, residents have had to walk
nearly a kilometre through muddy
tracks daily, carrying groceries on

The women of Club Link Road in Nailaga, Ba at th

Public transport services avoided the
area, leaving families disconnected
from basic services.

The commissioning marked a
new beginning for the residents
in the area as they witnessed the
commissioning of their newly
completed access road, funded by

(ROI) Development Programme at
a cost of more than $90,000.
Speaking on behalf of the women
living in the small community
on the outskirts of Ba Town, an
emotional Arieta Degei shared how
long they had waited for improved
road access.

eir newly completed access road in Ba. Photo: SUPPLIED

New Rural Crossings
Commissioned in
Cakaudrove and Bua

Minister for Public Works, Meteorological Services and
Transport, Ro Filipe Tuisawau with community members during
the commissioning. Photo: SUPPLIED

HE Government has commissioned rural crossings
worth over $2.8 million to improve community
access, strengthen connectivity, and boost resilience
against climate change.
Minister for Public Works, Meteorological Services and
Transport, Ro Filipe Tuisawau, officially opened the $661,000
Kacidavui Crossing along Nakobo Road in Cakaudrove.
The new bridge will benefit Vunisavisavi Village, providing
safer travel and access to the historic Thomas Baker heritage
site.
For years, families in Vunisavisavi faced dangerous river
crossings during heavy rain. Parents like Elena Vakaselekabu
carried children across rushing waters to reach school,
healthcare, or town.
“This bridge has brought us peace,” Mrs Vakaselekabu said.
“It’s more than just a bridge, it’s a blessing for our community.”

57-year-old resident Verenaisi Wagalala relishes the simple joy
of tapped water. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

HE Coalition Government remains steadfast in
its commitment to equitable access to essential
resources, particularly for the rural and maritime
communities.
This has proven fruitful for the residents of Naiserelagi
Village and the Ra Provincial Compound through the
provision of reliable access to clean water for domestic
and communal use.
In applauding the initiative, 57-year-old resident Verenaisi
Wagalala said that this will now ease the many years of
water woes.
“My husband passed away last year and I have children
and grandchildren who stay with me athome,” she relayed.
“I have been living in Naiserelagi Village for the past
36-years and we all have been facing water hardships

Thursday December 25,2025
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Govt moves ahead with “Na Vualiku Project”,
eyes proposed airport for Yasawa Group

HE Coalition Government is stay-
ing on course with their plans on
tourism development in Vanua

Levu.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for
Tourism and Civil Aviation, Viliame Gavoka,
in his contribution to the 2025-2026 National
Budget in Parliament, highlighted that the
Ministry, in partnership with the World Bank,
has allocated $30 million to fund the “Na

Vualiku Project.”

DPM Gavoka stated that the initiative is not
just an investment in infrastructure but “a

investment in equity”.

“In line with a core theme of the national
budget, the project places strong emphasis
on infrastructure as a driver of sustainable

growth.”

n

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Tourism and Civil Aviation, Viliame Gavoka,
speaks in Parliament where he provided an update on the progress of the ‘Na Vualiku

routes.

Project’. Photo: SUPPLIED

$93 million to boost
tourism, civil aviation

HE Government’s allocation of $93
million for the Ministry of Tourism and
Civil Aviation was a strategic declaration
of intent and recognition of the sector’s

role in driving recovery, development, and dignity
for the people.

This was the sentiment expressed by the Deputy
Prime Minister and line Minister, Viliame Gavoka,
during the debate on the 2025-2026 National Budget
in Parliament.

DPM Gavoka highlighted that $48m will be allocated
to Tourism Fiji while $6.8m will head towards the
Civil Aviation Authority of Fiji (CAAF) and $2.1
million has been provided to support domestic air
travel subsidies to airlines operating uneconomical

“An allocation of $48 million to Tourism Fiji will
fuel global marketing efforts and expand our reach
across digital, experiential, and emerging markets.
We have seen the power of our message; Fiji, where
happiness comes naturally.”

Gonnectivity to North to improve

HE rejuvenation of the Northern
economy continues as Labasa,
gears up for a major boost in
air connectivity and economic
activity following the ground-breaking
for the new Waiqgele Airport terminal.
The event marked a significant mile-
stone for Fiji Airports Ltd and the
people of the Northern Division.
The new terminal, which will replace the
aging Adi Laisa Terminal built in 1973, is

e Airnort Ter

minal

Ground-breaking for the new Waiqele Airport terminal. Photo: JACKSON TUVICI

settobe amodern, single-story facility cov-
ering approximately 1,000 square meters.
The project is expected to be
completed within 18 months.
The development was particularly timely
with the rapid economic growth in La-
basa, through major investments such as
Extra Supermarket, Damodar North, Ra-
mada Hotel, and commercial expansions
by Vinod Patel, RB Patel, and Carpenters.

Nauru Airlines expands it network
to Nausori International Airport

Minister for Tourism and Civil Aviation Minister, Viliame Gavoka, commended the Nauru
government and the Nauru Airlines for their vision at the announcement of the Nauru-Suva direct

HE Fiji Government’s commit-
ment to strengthening regional
connectivity has paved the way
for Nauru Airlines to expand its
network, with new weekly flights from
Nauru to Suva, which started on 28 Au-
gust 2025.
The new weekly service between Nauru
and Suva’s Nausori International Airport

flight. Photo: FIJI AIRPORTS

has flight ONO19 departing Nauru every
Thursday at 8:45pm, arriving in Suva at
12:15am the next day. The return service,
ONO020, departs Suva at 1:15am on Fri-
days, arriving in Nauru at 4:50am.

This expansion supports the Coalition
government’s plans to boost air connec-
tivity and economic growth.

A step for their brighter..Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka with children from Lagilagi Housing in Suva.

HE Government’s drive to
increase home ownership re-
ceived a further boost this week
with the provision of 36 new
homes costing $2.2 million through the
opening of Strata Units of the Lagilagi
Housing Project.
Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka called it
“a life changing event” when he handed
over the Public Rental Board (PRB) Lagi-

lagi Flats Occupancy Offer Letters to 36
families from the Jittu Estate who will oc-
cupy the new strata units.

“The families will now enjoy security of
tenure and in turn improvement of their
quality of life. The long-awaited journey
of having a decent and affordable home is
now a reality!” the Head of Government
said.

THE Ministry of Housing
& Local Government has
marked a milestone recently
in its commitment to provide
affordable housing which will
improve the quality of life for
all Fijians.

This follows the launch of
the Housing Authority Model
Homes, the reintroduction
of the Village Housing Loan
Scheme and a new loan pack-
age with further reduction in
lending interest rates.

In commending the initiative,
line Minister Maciu Nalumisa
said that the model home ini-
tiative is inclusive, climate
resilient and aims to reduce
construction time while provid-
ing structural integrity and ensur-
ing affordability.

Minister for Housing and Local Government, Maciu
Nalumisa, participates in the groundbreaking ceremony
following the launch of the key initiatives for Housing
Authority of Fiji. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

“There are two types of conventional rooms that will be constructed under this initia-
tive - we won’t be using pre-cast panel walls, and the other will also use light steel

frame walls with panels,” he said.
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Safe clean water will be key to better health

ILLAGERS of Naikilikoso in the province
of Macuata in Vanua Levu will now wipe
off the issue of having to consume unsafe

drinking water.

This was made possible after the Minister for Rural and
Maritime Authority and Disaster Management, Sakiasi
Ditoka, commissioned water tanks that will be used as
reservoirs for the storage of clean drinking water.

The project was part of the ministry’s High-Risk
Water and Sanitation (HRWS) Program undertaken
in the financial year 2024/2025 with total funding of

$54,746.16.

The project was implemented by the Water Authority of
Fiji and assisted by the community in a bid to secure safe
water source for drinking and for hygiene purposes.

Minister Ditoka noted that the community was fortunate
to complete the project as solves an ongoing issue with

the provision of clean drinking water.

Minister for Rural and Maritime Authority and Disaster
Management, Sakiasi Ditoka, commissioned water tanks in
Naikilikoso village, Macuata Province which will be used as

reservoirs for the storage of clean drinking water.
Photo: SUPPLIED

Yaqona farming earns Taveuni farmer a new home

YAQONA farmer from
Delaikatoba Settlement
in the district of Vuna in
aveuni has turned years
of hard work into keys to a new
home, made possible through housing
support offered under the Ministry of
Rural and Maritime Development and
Disaster Management’s Rural Housing
Assistance (RHA) Programme.
Saimoni Matawaqa, 51, lost his
permanent home to severe Tropical
Cyclone Winston in 2016.
Since then, he, his wife, and their two
children had been living in a small
lean-to structure.
After learning about the RHA
Programme during a government
delegation visiting the neighbouring
Navakawau Village in 2022, Mr
Matawagqa decided to plant 700 yaqona
plants, with the intention to raise funds

for his one-third contribution towards

the house.

Saimoni Matawaqa, 51, lost his permanent home to severe Tropical Cyclone
Winston in 2016 and was able to construct a new house through the Ministry of
Rural and Maritime Development and Disaster Management’s Rural Housing
Assistance (RHA) Programme. Photo: SUPPLIED

Parametric Insurance provides relief
to farmers, rural dwellers

ARAMETRIC Insurance
for the rural areas and
maritime islands is a step
in the direction of not only
providing relief but inculcating
financial ~ shrewdness in the
marginalised communities.
Designed by Fiji Care and Sun
Insurance in 2021 as a safety net
for rural dwellers who are left out

by other insurance products in the
market, Minister for Rural and
Maritime Development, Sakiasi
Ditoka, feel encouraged by the
uptake of Parametric Insurance in
the Lau Group.

Minister Ditoka, who was recently
on a tour of the Lau Groups,
hopes that the enthusiasm towards
the insurance product from

communities in Lau was replicated
in other parts of the country.
Speaking after an awareness session
by the Reserve Bank of Fiji which
was part of the tour, he said, “It is
something we would like to replicate
and spread to other areas of Fiji
because it really helps our people
in the rural areas especially during
disaster, cyclones or flooding”.

> ~ T

Minister for Rural and Maritime Development, Sakiasi Ditoka, has applauded the uptake of Parametric Insurance in the Lau
Group. The insurance was designed by Fiji Care and Sun Insurance in 2021. Photo: SUPPLIED

Access roads brings
markets, amenities
closer to communities

Minister of Rural and Maritime Development, Sakiasi Ditoka with
Nasolo village, Bua community members.
Photo: JACKSON TUVICI

HE farmers and community members of Nasolo
in Bua Province can now cart their farm produce
directly from their farms to the markets after the
opening of a farm access road
Minister of Rural and Maritime Development, Sakiasi Ditoka,
while commissioning the project, congratulated the villagers
on a job well done and encouraged farmers in Nasolo to make
maximum use of the farm road by supplying to the markets
directly from their farms.
Turaga ni Koro, Ifereimi Toa, said that previously they had
issues in trying to look for markets for their farm produce
prior to the opening of their new farm road access.

Ucunivatu Road
access Viani Bay

3

Tevita Drakilevu walks along the access road towards Ucunivatu

HE ‘long wait’ is finally over!
This after a community access road was created for
around 10 households and staff and management of
a Dive Academy in Ucunivatu located along Viani
Bay in Cakaudrove, Vanua Levu.
The Ministry of Rural and Maritime Development and
Disaster Management recently completed their share of work
achieving their aim under the Community Access Roads,
Footpaths, and Footbridges (CARFF) Programme.
The first phase of the project which was to create a community
access road to Ucunivatu was valued at $49,887.

Naocobele access road
improves connectivity

CCESS roads
are a step
in  bringing
greater
connectivity to  those
living in rural areas like
Naocobele settlement in
the province of Macuata
in the North.
Minister for Rural and

Maritime Development
and Disaster
Management, Sakiasi

Ditoka, highlighted this
while commissioning the
new road access that leads
to Naocobele settlement.
This project was part of
the ministry’s Community Access Roads, Footpaths, and
Footbridges (CARFF) Programme began in 2024 and was
completed this year with a total budget funding of $48,000.

Turaga ni yavusa proudly stands
at the new community access
road that goes towards Naocobele
village. Photo: JACKSON TUVICI
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ARMERS from

the nine villages

and 18 settlements

within the districts
of Naloto and Nalotawa in
Ba will now have easier ac-
cess to agricultural services.
This after Ministry of Ag-
riculture and  Waterways
opened the Nukuloa Agricul-
ture Station earlier in the year.
The station was hailed as a
“significant milestone” in the
Ministry’s shared journey to-
ward sustainable agriculture
and improved livelihoods for
our farming communities.
The 1,030 crop and live-
stock farmers who work tire-
lessly in the fields of Na-

Nearby farming community gathered around to check out
what the Nukuloa Agriculture Station had to offer.
Photo: SUPPLIED

loto and Nalotawa were
commended for their dedication to the land, resilience in the face
of challenges, and their commitment to feeding the communities.

Minimum wage increase to
$5.00 an hour by 1st April 2025

ffective from 1 April 2025, the nation-

al minimum wage rate increased from

$4.50 to $5.00 an hour.

The first tranche increase from $4.00
to $4.50 was enforced from 1st August 2024, and
employers were given six months’ time to pre-
pare themselves for the second tranche increase to
$5.00 per hour.

This increase was determined after exhaustive
consultations with all stakeholders and social part-
ners in particular.

The Coalition Government through the Ministry of
Employment, is committed to ensuring that work-
ers enjoy decent wages through periodic reviews.
The Minister for Employment, Productivity and
Workplace Relations, Agni Deo Singh emphasised
that the Ministry would continue with its enforce-
ment and compliance to ensure that the minimum
wage implementation is complied with by all em-

Minister for Employment, Productivity and Workplace Relations, Agni Deo
Singh, in Parliament. Photo: SUPPLIED

LI'S first-ever Agri-
business Incuba-
tion (ABI) Centre
was launched at the
Ministry of Agriculture and
Waterways headquarters in
Raiwaqa.
The ABI Centre is a ground-
breaking initiative designed
to support farmers and agri-
businesses, especially micro,
small, and medium enter-
prises (MSMESs), by fostering
innovation, resilience, and
sustainable growth in the ag-
riculture sector.
In launching the Centre, Dep-
uty Prime Minister and Min-
ister for Trade, Co-operatives,
Micro, Small and Medium En-
terprises and Communications,
Manoa Kamikamica, said the initiative represents a transformative partnership that
promises tangible benefits for Fiji’s farming communities and MSMEs.

Minister for Agriculture and Waterways, Tomasi Tunabuna,
reaffirmed the central role of agriculture to Fiji's economy
and livelihoods during the launch of the first-ever Agri-
business Incubation (ABI) Centre. Photo: SUPPLIED

Ministry of Employment now
handies employment and
school accident cases

he Ministry of Employment, Productivity

& Workplace Relations (MEPWR)
resumed responsibility for handling
employment and school accident

compensation cases, effective 1 June 2024. This
decision follows the interim ACCF Board’s
ruling to return the functions from the Accident
Compensation Commission Fiji (ACCF) back to the
Ministry.

This washighlighted by the Minister for Employment,
Productivity and Workplace Relations, Honourable
Agni Deo Singh in Parliament yesterday, while
responding to the question on the impacts and
advantages of transferring the compensation
processing from the ACCF to the Ministry

The transfer of employment and school accident
cases back to the Employment Ministry is already
delivering significant benefits for workers, students,
and their families.

Fiji Govt Tripartite Delegation attends
113th session of the IL Conference

he Fiji Government
Tripartite Delegation,
led by the Minister for
Employment, Produc-
tivity, and Workplace Relations,
Agni Deo Singh participated |
in the 113th Session of the In-
ternational Labour Conference |§
from June 2-14, 2025 in Geneva, [\
Switzerland.
The tripartite delegate included
Ministry permanent secretary,
Maritino Nemani, as Govern-
ment delegate, Edward Bernard,
Chief Executive Officer of the
Fiji Commerce and Employers
Federation representing the Em-
ployer constituents and Felix An-

Internaﬁnal Lad@tiy Organization

isation interna iondlexdu Travail
Vo an!sa 'f’," : Y 8
rganizacion Internaciol J.

The Fiji tripartite delegation including the Minister for
Employment, Productivity and Workplace Relations, Agni
Deo Singh, as Government delegate, Edward Bernard,
Chief Executive Officer of the Fiji Commerce and Employers
Federation representing the Employer constituents and
Felix Anthony, National Secretary of the Fiji Trades Union

second and final compensation payout
Y S g [ i

]

2 i 5 : {1} \ - - ~ :
For the second Vatukoula strike payout, a total of 164 living recipients each received their final
payment of $15,000, alongside 18 confirmed dependents who will also be receiving the same
amount. Photo: SUPPLIED

thony, National Secretary of the
Fiji Trades Union Congress rep-
resenting the worker constituents
During the 2025 Session of the Confer-
ence, delegates from the Government,
Employers and Workers of the ILO’s 187
member states will discuss significant is-
sues in the world of work, including po-

Congress representing the worker constituents.

Photo: SUPPLIED
tential new international standards for pro-
tecting workers against biological hazards
in the workplace; the concept of decent
work within the platform economy; and
innovative strategies for facilitating tran-
sitions from the informal to the formal
economy.

he Ministry of Employment
Productivity and Workplace
Relations announced signifi-
cant progress in the final phase
of compensation payments for workers
and dependents affected by the historic
Vatukoula strike.
This second payout rolled-out on the
week of 18 August 2025 according to

Permanent Secretary, Maritino Nemani.

This landmark settlement addresses
what was the longest unresolved indus-
trial relations dispute on the International
Labour Organization record for over 33
years, which the Coalition Government
led by the Prime Minister, Sitiveni Ra-
buka, successfully resolved in September

Thursday December 25,2025
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Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, with stakeholders at the opening of the Taukei Plaza Dua and the launch of Qelemaroroi Holdings
in Lautoka. Photo: SUPPLIED

RIME  Minister
Sitiveni  Rabuka
has challenged the
widely held belief
that “Fijians are resource-
rich but cash-poor™.
As he officiated at the

opening of the Taukei Pla-
za Dua and the launch of
Qelemaroroi Holdings in
Lautoka, PM Rabuka said
that this phrase was a myth,
in that indigenous Fijians
are well-positioned, capa-

ble, and ready to lead their
Own economic journeys.

“The opening of the Taukei
Plaza Dua is more than a
commercial milestone; for
it is a symbolic pathway
from dependence to self-

kei Plaza Dua and launches Qelemaroroi Holdings

determination, from wait-
ing to owning, and from
simply owning resources
to using them wisely,” he
said.

PM Rabuka said the ini-
tiative was a reflection of

Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, at the opening of the Taukei Plaza
Dua and the launch of Qelemaroroi Holdings in Lautoka.
Photo: SUPPLIED

Tul Nayau installed after a
lanse of 21v/ears

e
HE Tui Nayau, Ratu Tevita 4
Lutunauga Kapaiwai Ulu-
ilakeba Mara, was installed
on July 10, 2025 as the Tui
Lau and Sau ni Vanua o Lau 21 years
after the chiefly status was left vacant.
Ratu Tevita Mara is the second Tui
Nayau to be installed as Tui Lau and
Sau ni Vanua o Lau.
Tui Nayau’s transition as High Chief
of Lau followed in the tradition left
vacant at the passing of his late father,
Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara, in 2004.
Ratu Tevita’s installation began with

Community based projects receive grants

SN ) 2

Amele Vosalala was amongst other grant recipients who received assistance for the Natekateka
Water Borehole Project. Photo: SUPPLIED

a church service at Tubou Village,
where leaders from the Methodist Church
of Fiji & Rotuma and the Roman Catholic
Church in Fiji officiated, preceding the full
traditional installation ceremony that took
place on the village’s rara, or green.

Ratu Tevita Mara swore an oath in church,
pledging to serve the people of Lau wisely,

and to continue to promote unity and pros-
perity in the province.

Ratu Tevita’s installation was also con-
firmed publicly by the chairman of the
Native Lands and Fisheries Commission,
Apimeleki Tola who was also present in
Tubou for the historic event.

HE Ministry of Multi Ethnic
Affairs and Sugar Industry pro-
vided grants to four communi-
ty-based organisations as part
of their last set of grant disbursement in
the Northern Division for this financial
year.
Communities of Belogo, Natekateka,
Niurua and Rokesalase received grants
under the support Borehole Water Proj-

ects category whereby funds totalling
up to $54,000 for their respective water
projects was provided, enabling them to
access one of the basic necessities of life.
Overall, close to $1.475m worth of grant
has been disbursed throughout Fiji for
this financial year.

Amele Vosalala was amongst other grant
recipients who received assistance for the
Natekateka Water Borehole Project.

Members of the Shree Sanatan Dharam Ramayan Mandali who received grants under the Multi-
Ethnic grant program. Photo: WANSHIKA KUMAR

N a much-needed boost, a mandali
(religious group) has received the
multi-ethnic grant from the Ministry
of Multi-Ethnic Affairs to purchase
shed materials that members can use dur-
ing weddings and other important events.
Shree Sanatan Dharam Govt Tokotoko
Ramayan Mandali recently received the

port mandali’s activities and events, fos-
tering unity and preserving cultural tradi-
tions.

Acknowledging the Government for the
much-needed support, mandali Presi-
dent Naresh Chandra said the materials
would provide the members with a safe
and comfortable space for gatherings and

N A move to further
strengthen government
services in the Northern
Division, Prime Minis-
ter Sitiveni Rabuka officially
opened the new Ministry
of Multi-Ethnic Affairs and
Sugar Industry Office in La-
basa this week.
The opening of the new of-
fice underscores the Coalition
Government’s commitment
to fostering inclusivity, sup-
porting multi-ethnic com-
munities, and enhancing the
sustainability of Fiji’s sugar
industry.
In his official address, PM
Rabuka emphasised the im-
portance of the ministry, consid-
ering the multi-ethnic nature of

i ol >
MINISTRY OF MULTI-ETHNIC

AFFAIRS & _
SUGAR INDUS

Contact: 99‘
Macuata He

..

Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, shares a light moment with
guests at the opening of the new Ministry of Multi-Ethnic
and Sugar Industry office in Labasa. Photo: SUPPLIED

the nation’s communities and the development of our sugar industry.

Multi-Ethnic Grant, allowing members
to construct temporary shed that will sup-

religious ceremonies.

PM Rabuka asserted that the Government will continue to acknowledge the contribu-
tion of various ethnic communities to Fiji’s development from colonial origins to its

Wednesday December 10,2025
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Mapping the invisible: A new chapter In water SBGIII'IW

1JT has embarked on a historic jour-
ney, one that soars across the skies
with high tech sensors, unlocking
the vital resource hidden beneath
its surface: groundwater.
On 15 August 2025, the Ministry of Lands
and Mineral Resources announced a monu-
mental partnership with the Australian Gov-
ernment and Geoscience Australia, sup-
ported by the Pacific Community (SPC), to
launch Fiji’s most significant scientific water
resource venture yet: a groundwater map-
ping initiative using airborne electromag-
netic (AEM) surveys of Viti Levu.
This pilot was not merely a scientific mile-
stone; it is a lifeline for communities across
Fiji grappling with water scarcity, especially
where aging infrastructure and drought pose

Hydrology team drilling boreholes in Ra. Photo: SUPPLIED ~ daily challenges.

A groundwater mapping initiative using airborne electromagnetic (AEM) surveys of Viti

Levu. Photo: SUPPLIED

Ra Pine Station opens after 9 Years

Minister for Fisheries Alitia Bainivalu along with members of the Lautoka Fishing Coperative

The Minister for Fisheries and Forestry, Alitia Bainivalu and Fiji Pine workers along with
stakeholders and community members celebrates at Rakiraki. Photo: Meli Naisele

HE long struggle for a new pine
station for nine years has ended.
Minister for Fisheries and For-
estry, Alitia Bainivalu officiated
at the commissioning of the newly Ra Pine
Station after it was devastated by Tropical
Cyclone Winston which included two staff
quarters and a community borehole.
Minister Bainivalu reminded stakeholders
of the Fiji Pine Limited, “You are not just
landowners, you are partners. This office is

yours. Use it. Visit it. Raise your concerns.
Be part of this journey”.

The new pine station will help support re-
forestation efforts as well as in achieving
environmental

sustainability.

The construction of two new staff quarters
will ensure staff have safe and accessible
accommodation to carry out their duties
efficiently.

Limited at Lautoka Wharf during the offcial handover.

INISTER for Fisheries and
Forestry, Alitia Bainivalu
handed over two boats and
engine to Lautoka Fishers
Cooperative Limited (LFCL).
She handed over two 23-foot fishing
boats with two 60-horsepower outboard
engines and two drums of premix to
LFCL at the Lautoka Fishing Port.
Organised by the Ministry of Fisheries
and the LFCL, Minister Bainivalu ac-

knowledged the financial support from
the Japanese Government and reminded
recipients on the purpose of the assis-
tance.

“I want to acknowledge the extensive
technical and financial support provid-
ed by the Japanese Government to the
Lautoka Fishers Cooperative Limited
(LFCL), which includes the registration
of the Lautoka Fishers Association as a
Cooperative.”

HE newly constructed Vun-
idawa multipurpose court
in Naitasiri will serve as a
powerful tool in reducing
crime and steering youth away from
harmful behaviours such as drug use.
These were the sentiments expressed
by the Nakorovatu village turaga ni
koro, Ratu Iliesa Rokoului.
Fulfilling the Naitasiri Provincial
Council’s request from 2020, the
$169,000 court was commissioned by
the Minister for Youths and Sports,
Jese Saukuru, on February 13, 2025.
Mr Rokoului expressed his gratitude
for this essential development, stating
that it will provide young people with
constructive alternatives to negative
influences.
“This court can protect them (youths)
from using marijuana and other harm-
ful things as they will be using their
full time in sports,” he said.

Fulfilling the Naitasiri Provincial Council’s request from 2020, the $169,000 court was commissioned by the
Minister for Youths and Sports, Jese Saukuru, on February 13, 2025.
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Filii stresses need
for action at climate
talks in Brazil

1JI does not intend to just participate but plans to deliver
outcomes through climate negotiations at the Conference
of Parties 30 (COP30) currently underway in Belém, Bra-
zil.
Fiji’s Minister for Climate Change and Environment, Mosese Bu-
litavu, has also issued a strong statement where he emphasised that
climate finance was not “charity” but “a legal duty and a matter of
global equity”.
Minister Bulitavu told Fiji’s delegation attending the climate talks
to negotiate with purpose, integrity, and unity, and to bring home
real outcomes that matter for Fiji and all Small Island Developing
States
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Fiji's Minister for Climate Change and Environment, Mosese Bulitavu, met with Dame Jacinda Ardern during the

Conference of Parties 30 (COP30) held in November 2025 in Belém, Brazil. Photo: SUPPLIED

Minister Naivalurua addresses
drug cultivation, promotes
rebranding Kadavu

Minister for Policing loane Naivalurua along with graduates from the Boat Master License training
at Solotavuki, Kadavu. Photo: Meli Naisele

inister for Policing loane
Naivalurua recently visited
the island of Kadavu with a
focused mission to rebrand
the region and tackle the alarming rise of
illicit drug cultivation.
His visit was supported by the Permanent
Secretary Berenado Daveta and an aware-

ness team from various government agen-
cies working on economic empowerment,
welfare, and security initiatives in Kadavu.
The Minister’s tour began in villages of
Vunisea and Tavuki, before proceeding to
Kavala Government Station and Kavala
Village and then to Tiliva village, to tala-
noa with local residents and authorities.

security pact
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Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, with his Vanuatu counterpart, Prime Minister Jotham Napat after
the formal signing of a Memorandum of Understanding on development cooperation.

IJI and Solomon Islands reaf-
firmed their bilateral relations
with the signing of a new secu-
rity agreement providing a stron-
ger and more formal basis for security co-
operation between the two island nations.

Photo: SUPPLIED

for any future deployment of Fijian secu-
rity personnel to the Solomon Islands.

The new agreement also ensures that Fiji
was ready to provide operational support,
assistance in maintaining law and order
and contributions to international peace-

keeping or relief operations in the Solo-
mon Islands.

Fiji’s Coalition Cabinet endorsed the
security agreement at its recent Cabinet
meeting, which sets out a clear framework

AW

The RFNS Timo, a state-of-the-art vessel, being draped with materials as part of a traditional
welcome. Photo: SUPPLIED

RENS Timo, a state-of-the-art vessel.

RFNS Timo added to Fiji’'s Navy fleet

HE Republic of Fiji Military
Forces Naval Division is set to
embark on a new era of mari-
time security with the arrival of

Marking the third Guardian-class patrol
boat in the Fiji Navy fleet, RENS Timo will
play a pivotal role in safeguarding Fiji’s
vast waters, preserving its precious natural
resources, and upholding regional security.
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Carrying honour Iorwar(l for Dad

By AZARIA FAREEN

MONGST the 149 new police

officers who marched proudly

at the Fiji Police Force pass-

out parade recently, one young
man stood apart.

Police Constable 8858, Steven Mataele,
received the Baton of Honour — a symbol
of discipline, perseverance, and leadership
earned through quiet determination.

Hailing from Naroi Village on Moala Island
and raised in the Fiji Sugar Corporation
compound in Labasa, the 25-year-old was
the eldest in his family and carries with him
the values of home wherever he goes.

His journey was shaped deeply by loss,
as his father passed away while he was still
in training. It was his late father, a former
correctional officer, whose image in uniform
first sparked Mr Mataele’s dream of serving
in law enforcement — a dream he refused
to let go.

“The 16 weeks of training tested me
physically and mentally, especially being
far from family, but support from instructors
and squad members helped me push through

moments of doubt.”

“Each challenge strengthened my resolve,
preparing me not just to wear the uniform,
but to uphold what it stands for,” he added.

Mr Mataele’s path was not without its share
of setbacks as right after beginning studies
at the University of the South Pacific, the
COVID-19 pandemic forced him back to
the village.

However, rather than surrender his
ambition, he regrouped, refocused and
pressed on.

Today, Mr Mataele steps forward

motivated and ready for his first posting,

determined to be a positive force in the |

communities he will serve.
“I am deeply grateful for this achievement
and I give credit to my instructors for

guiding the entire batch to success,” he F i

commended.
The new recruit shares a simple message

for others chasing their dreams: attitude |

matters.

For Police Constable Mataele, honour was |
not just received — it wais carried forward |

through service, standards, and heart.

Baton Of ‘Honour
. _PC 83sa

Batch 68 -

Police Constable 8858, Steven Bolaitamana Mataele, with his proud and emotional mom following the
pass-out-parade at the Nasova Police Compound, Suva. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

New Lautoka Police Station opens a
new chapter for Western policing

ASP Uttam Vijay Naidu, Divisional Traffic Officer Western, at his office inside the newly

By SHILTA SINGH

CALL to serve and protect

the people of Fiji echoed

through Drasa Avenue as

rime Minister, Sitiveni

Rabuka, officially opened the new $30

million Lautoka Police Station, urging

police officers to live by the Fiji Police
Force motto, “Salus Populi”.

“Salus Populi means the service
and safety of the population,” Prime
Minister Rabuka said.

“Remember this every time you put on
the uniform, every time you go out on
the beat and every time you patrol our
communities.”

He reminded officers that the safety
and security of Fiji’s people rest in
their hands and that the public expects
professionalism, leadership and
accountability from the police force.

The purpose-built modern complex
replaces the old Lautoka Police Station,
which had stood since 1899 and could
no longer meet the demands of modern
policing.

The new facility also houses the Office
of the Divisional Police Commander for
the Western Division and was expected
to significantly strengthen police
operations in the region.

Assistant Superintendent of Police,
Uttam Naidu, also the Divisional Traffic
Officer Western, described the opening
as a long-awaited milestone for officers
who had worked under challenging
conditions.

“The old station had serious limitations,
particularly in space and record-keeping,

which made it difficult to meet today’s
policing needs,” ASP Naidu said.

“This new station will greatly improve
how we serve the community.”

Construction of the station took about
two years and it has been designed
to accommodate at least 450 police
officers in Lautoka.

With 37 years of service in the Fiji
Police Force, ASP Naidu has served
in ‘uniform operations’ in Nadi,
spent nearly 28 years in the Criminal
Investigation Department, and later
served as Officer-in-Charge in Ba
before taking up his current role in
Lautoka.

PM Rabuka acknowledged the efforts
of Police Commissioner, Rusiate
Tudravu, police officers, community
leaders and government officials who
worked together to rebuild the station,
calling it a significant investment in
public safety.

He also stressed the importance
of strong leadership, community
cooperation and defensive policing,
particularly in light of recent knifing
incidents in Lautoka and Naitasiri.

“These incidents highlight the need
for improved policing and leadership at
all levels,” the Prime Minister said.

Community and business leaders

joined  senior  police  officers
and government officials at the
commissioning ceremony, marking

what many described as the beginning
of anew chapter for policing in Lautoka
and the wider Western Division.

Minister for Policing and Communications, loane Naivalurua, with senior members of the Republic of
Fiji Military Forces and the new recruits following their 13 weeks of basic military training.
Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

By AZARIA FAREEN

HE Minister for Policing

and Communications, Ioane

Naivalurua, delivered a bold and

heartfelt message to the newest
graduates of the Republic of Fiji Military
Forces (RFMF), urging them to stand as
protectors of women and children and to
work hand in hand with communities to
keep Fiji safe.

Minister Naivalurua reminded the young
soldiers that the uniform they now wear
carries a responsibility far beyond the
parade ground — one rooted in service,
compassion and national duty.

The message was delivered following a
pass-out-parade ceremony recently marking
the completion of 13 weeks of basic military
training, where 97 recruits emerged from an
original intake of 111.

“While the uniform earns immediate
respect, it is conduct that sustains it,” the
Minister stressed.

“Trust, honour and integrity, must guide
every decision, especially in moments of
pressure and temptation, where ethical
strength is tested most,” he added.

Reflecting on his own journey, Minister
Naivalurua spoke not only as a Cabinet

Minister, but as a soldier shaped by the
REMF over 32 years of service.

From his early days as a recruit to retiring
as a senior officer, he said the force did more
than train him — it moulded his discipline,
convictions and understanding of service.

His return to address the graduates, he
noted, was deeply personal and driven by a
desire to give back to the institution and the
nation that shaped him.

“Soldiering is a lifelong journey, defined
by learning, adaptability and diligence,” he
reminded the graduates.

“Progress comes to those who work
consistently, think critically and remain
grounded in values.”

“The RFMF’s pursuit of operational
excellence demands soldiers who can be
trusted to do the right thing, even when
no one is watching,” Minister Naivalurua
added.

As the new soldiers marched out, they
were reminded that Fiji was watching,
counting on them, and placing its trust in
their character.

Their calling, the Minister said, was not
only to defend the nation, but to serve its
people with courage, humility and honour
— as soldiers, leaders and servants of Fiji.
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Trgnslormative
milestone for
MSME's

THE launch of the Strategic Plan and Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprise Database would turn national
vision of the sector into practical action through stronger
coordination, improved data and more targeted support.
This as the Minister for Finance, Commerce and Business
Development, Esrom Immanuel, officiated at the
launching where he described MSME:s as the heartbeat of
Fiji’s economy

The Government also acknowledged and expressed its
appreciation to the United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) for its
support in the development of the MSME Strategic Plan.
By 2030, the MSME Strategic Plan 2025-2030 aims
to increase MSME contribution to GDP to 40 per cent,
narrow the MSME finance gap and streamline access to
essential services and technologies across key priority
areas including data and coordination, co-operative

development, regulation, entrepreneurship support,
access to finance, market access, and workforce and skills
development.

“By prioritising inclusivity, this Strategic Plan ensures
that no entrepreneur is left behind —whether they are in
remote islands, part of the informal sector, or among Fiji’s
vibrant youth- and women-led enterprises. This inclusive
approach is not only visionary, but essential for building
a truly equitable economy,” Armida Alisjahbana, Under-
Secretary-General of the United Nations and Executive
Secretary of ESCAP said.

MSME Database and Digital Access

Effective 5 January 2026, the National MSME Database,
accessible through the MSME Portal (www.msmeportal.
gov.fj), will provide a single online entry point to five
major grant programmes administered by the Ministry of
Commerce and Business Development.

This integrated digital platform is designed to simplify
access to Government support and improve service
delivery—particularly for women- and youth-led
enterprises and MSMEs operating in rural and maritime
areas.

“The launch of Fiji’s National MSME Database marks
a major step forward in turning strategy into action,”
Munkhtuya Altangerel, Resident Representative of the
UNDP Pacific Office in Fiji, said.

“As a core feature of the MSME Strategic Plan, this
database gives Government the tools it needs to better
understand the MSME landscape, design targeted
support, and track results over time. We are proud to
support Fiji’s digital transformation agenda and help
ensure that MSME:s, from all backgrounds, can access
opportunities, finance, and services in a more inclusive
and transparent way.”

Implementation focus

Ministry permanent secretary, Shaheen Ali, said the Imm
launch marked a shift from planning to delivery.

“We have put in place the systems needed to translate
policy intent into practical support that MSMEs
can actually use. The Strategic Plan provides clear
direction, while the MSME Database gives us a practical
tool to deliver support in a more coordinated, transparent
and data-driven way,” Mr Ali said.

“Our focus now is on implementation—ensuring that
grants, services and support reach MSMEs efficiently,
particularly women- and youth-led enterprises and those
operating in rural and maritime areas. That is where these
reforms will make a real difference.”

Partnerships and acknowledgements

The Government also acknowledged the Pacific Digital
Economy Programme and the Solevaka Development
Accelerator Project, jointly implemented by the United

Minister for Finance, Commerce and Business Development, Esrom
anuel, addresses the stakeholders at the launch of the Strategic Plan

and Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise Database event.
Photo: SUPPLIED

Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United
Nations Capital Development Fund (UNCDF) and UN
Trade and Development (UNCTAD), with support from
the Governments of Australia, New Zealand and the
European Union.

The Minister extended his gratitude to development
partners, industry leaders and MSME representatives
for their dedication and valuable contributions, noting
that their insights helped ensure that both the Strategic
Plan and the MSME Database reflect the real needs and
opportunities of Fijian entrepreneurs.

With a shared vision and unity of purpose, the Government
is confident that these initiatives will play a central role in
building a more prosperous, inclusive and resilient Fiji.

Minister for Finance, Commerce and Business Development, Esrom Immanuel, with stakeholders announced that the National
MSME Database will be accessible online effective 5 January 2026. Photo: SUPPLIED

Minister Naivalurua steps forward to strengthen Fiji’s digital future

Discussions  focused on

By AZARIA FAREEN
INISTER for Policing and
Communications, Toane
Naivalurua, has embraced

the additional Ministry with
much aplomb.
As the new Communications Minister
he has been actively engaging with key
stakeholders across Fiji’'s Information
and Communication Technology (ICT)
and telecommunication sector, signalling
a clear focus on strengthening national
connectivity, resilience, and digital progress
through collaboration and forward-looking
leadership.

The Minister, while visiting FINTEL’s
Vatuwaga Communications Centre,
underscored the organisation’s strategic
importance  in  safeguarding  Fiji’s
international connectivity and positioning
the country as aregional telecommunications
hub.

He challenged FINTEL to continue
anticipating global change, investing in
resilient infrastructure and carrying forward
the same bold thinking that enabled
Fiji’s first submarine cable landing while
acknowledging staff whose work keeps
the nation connected, especially during
emergencies.

During engagements with Digicel Fiji at its

Nabua headquarters and Khalsa technical
operations, Minister Naivalurua emphasised
the Government’s commitment to reliable
and inclusive connectivity for all Fijians.
He urged the company to move “beyond
connected” by shaping services that uplift
communities and keep pace with rapid
technological change, while recognising
Digicel’s locally led workforce and its
reinvestment in Fijian talent to strengthen
networks nationwide.

At the Telecommunication Authority of
Fiji, the Minister highlighted the regulator’s
central role in advancing digitalisation,
protecting consumers, and promoting fair
competition.

Minister for Policing and Communications, loane Naivalurua, with senior Government officers and staff of Telecom Fiji during the launch of telecom
Fiji's 5G network. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

governance
strengthening, rollout of the Universal
Service Scheme to connect underserved
communities and the need to accurately
measure and grow the sector’s contribution
to gross domestic product (GDP) in line
with national targets under the National

Digital Strategy.
The visit to Telecom Fiji reinforced
Government expectations for future-

ready infrastructure that supports public
services, national security, and inclusive
development.

Minister Naivalurua acknowledged TFL’s
investments in fibre networks, broadband,
and 5G, as well as its role in projects such
as national CCTV rollout, while stressing
preparedness and operational resilience,
particularly during cyclone season.
Concluding his engagements at Vodafone
Fiji, the Minister called for connectivity that
delivers real outcomes for people’s lives,
from education and healthcare to economic
participation.

He commended Vodafone’s locally owned
model, talent development initiatives, and
robust network and cybersecurity systems,
encouraging staff to continue innovating
with people, inclusion and national
development at the core.

Thursday December 25,2025
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A total of 165 soldiers participated in the homecoming parade for the final contingent of the First Battalion Fiji Infantry Regiment (1FIR), marking the formal conclusion of Fiji’s service to
the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) held at the Albert Park in Suva. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

President Lalabalavu commends

By NANISE NEIMILA

A TOTAL of 165 officers and soldiers
of the Republic of Fiji Military Forces
returned home after completing their
deployment, bringing to a close Fiji’s
21-year contribution to United Nations
Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI).
The  President, Ratu  Naiqama
Lalabalavu, who also wears the hat of
Commander-in-Chief, officiated at
the homecoming parade for the final
contingent of the First Battalion Fiji
Infantry Regiment (1FIR), marking the
formal conclusion of Fiji’s service to the
UNAMI held at the Albert Park in Suva
this week.

Addressing  the

parade, President

Lalabalavu paid tribute to the discipline,
professionalism, and sacrifice of the
returning contingent and all members
of the Republic of Fiji Military Forces
(REMF) who have served in Iraq over
the past two decades.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they
shall be called sons of God,” said the
Head of State quoting the Gospel of
Matthew. “This verse affirms the spirit
of sacrifice and service that you have
demonstrated in the pursuit of peace
far from home.”

President Lalabalavu noted that Fiji
was among the first nations to respond
to the United Nations’ call for a
dedicated Guard Force following the
2003 bombing of the UN Headquarters

in Baghdad.

“Thatinitial deployment, led by Colonel
Ratu Meli Saubulinayau, entered a
volatile and unpredictable security
environment, setting  professional
standards that would guide all future
rotations.”

Over the course of the mission,
approximately 5,000 Fijian soldiers
served in 26 1FIR Battallions under
UNAMI across Baghdad, Erbil and
other mission locations, providing
critical protection that enabled United
Nations  personnel, humanitarian
workers and technical experts to carry
out their duties safely.

Beyond security, President Lalabalavu
highlighted ~ UNAMIs role in

supporting governance, stability and
service delivery for the people of Iraq,
contributing to community recovery
and reconciliation efforts.

He paid special tribute to the families
of the soldiers, acknowledging the long
separations, missed family milestones
and personal sacrifices endured
throughout repeated deployments.

The President also solemnly honoured
the memory of the 11 REMF personnel
who lost their lives while serving under
UNAMI, calling for those present to
offer a prayer in their honour and that
the nation must ensure their families
are looked after.
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Na iliuliu ni noda matanitu Hon Sitiveni Rabuka kei ira lewe ni Bose Lawa ena iotioti ni dabe ni Palimedi ena yabaki 2025. Taba:Parliament

Talanoa: Katarina Naqarase

ida vakarau
vakadromuca yani
na Vulai Nuqa Lailai
ena noda ivola ni vula
Vakaviti ka da vakananuma talega
kina na kena sa mai vavaci nai ka
3ni yabaki ni nodratou veigaravi na
Matanitu Cokovata ena noda vanua.
Nida raica lesu na veika esa
gqaravi mai ena loma ni yabaki
eda vakila na veisau kei na toso ni
veivakatoroicaketaki.
Era sa cavu I sausau na Vei
Minisitiri ena kena vakarautaki
na veivakatoroicaketaki vei ira na
lewenivanua. E da na raica kina
na nodra cakacakavata na kena
vakalesilesi ena kena vakarautaki
na veiqaravi cecere vei ira na

lewenivanua. Era cabeta na kena
veidelana, sirova na kena veiqakilo,
takosovi na kena veiuciwai ena
vuku ni kena gadrevi me tarai keda
vakatautauvata na veiqaravi. Eda
na raica na marau ena vuku ni kena
rogoci na tagi kei na gagadre ena
kena waraki tu mai vakabalavu
eso na veivuke.Na Matanitu
Cokovata e sega ni wasea tani e
dua na lewenivanua ena vuku ni
veivakatoroicaketaki.

E vuqga sara nai tuvatuva e ratou
biuta mai ka raica nisa tekivu
vakavotukana mai ka rogoci talega
na nodra tagi kei na gagadre na
lewenivanua. E dua nai vurevure
ni bula levu, vei keda na tu e na
veitaudaku ni koro lelevu, na
veikoro, kei na veiyanuyanu, sai
koya na noda gele na Itaukei. E da

vakavinavinaka kina Matanitu ena
kena raici na lawatu ni noda gele na
Itaukei. Esa toso vinaka talega na
kena cakacakataki me vakatawani
na veitutu vakavanua era sa lala
tiko ena noda vanua.E tolu na yavu
lelevu e raica na matanitu sai koya
na kena vakagaqacotaki na bula
vakailavo ni noda vanua sai koya.

* Na kena vakaqaqacotaki na
bula qaga vakailavo ni noda
vanua(economic resilience)

* Na kena vakaqagacotaki na nodra

rawaka na lewenivanua(people
empowerment)

. Kei na veiliuitaki
vinaka kei na veigaravi e

savasava(good governance) Na
veivakatoroicaketaki esa qaravi
tiko ena gauna oqo esa gadrevi kina
na kena vakabibitaki nai tuvatuva
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matau sa rawa nira marautaka na
lewenivanua. E ratou sa raica talega
na matanitu e vica nai ulutaga
bibi ka dodonu meda na raica na
gaunisala cava e rawa ni muria me
wali kina me vaka na

* Revurevu ni draki veisau

* Vakabulabulataki ni noda vosa kei
nai tovo

* Na mate sureti

* Na kena sa tete na waigaga ni
veivakamatenitaki ena noda vekoro
vakaviti ¢ Na nodra vakasaurarataki
na marama kei na goneyalewa lalai
* Nodra vuli na luveda Esa dodonu
veli keda na lewenivanua meda
tokona na veivakatoroicaketaki esa
qarava tiko na Matanitu Cokovata
ka mena rawa ni dua na Viti vinaka
ena veigauna sa tu e matada.
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ITAKITAKI E NA LOMA NI MACAWA

T0oso Na Velvakatoroicaketaki e Rotuma

Talanoa: Katarina Naqarase

ra gole kina yanuyanu o Rotuma nai liuliu ni
matanitu Hon Sitiveni Ligamamada Rabuka
ena kena laki vakananumi na Rotuma Day , ni
bera nira dolava nai tikotiko ni matanitu ka
vaka kina na kena sa mai dabe talega na Starlink ena
itikotiko ni mataitu e Ahau , ka dua na veiqaravi ni
matanitu cokovata ena kena vakavinakataki na gaunisa-
la ni veitaratara ena veiyanuyanu.
“Na siga nikua e vakaraitaka na noda veiwekani kei
ira na wekada e Rotuma ka vaka kina oira kece sara
na veiqaravi tu ena veiyanuyanu , nai tikotiko oqo ena
taqomaki kina oira nai vakalesilesi ka vakarawarawata-
ka talega na veitaratatara ena kena sa dabe na Starlink”
Na veiqaravi 0qo ena laveta cake tale na veigaravi nodra
nai vakalesilesi vakamatanitu ena vuku ni kena semati
na veitaratara kina valenivolavola e Suva, oka talega kina
na veitikotiko ena yanuyanu o Rotuma.
“Se mani vakacava na dredre , au vakadeitaka ni tu na
veigauna me baleti Rotuma kau raica ni ra lewenivanua
kaukauwa ka ra yavutaki ira ena bula ni dei”.

Veika e vakadonuil ena Bose Yaco

Sa vakadonuya na Boseyaco na kena
dikevi vakamatau na rara mai Valelevu,
ena kena sa vakanananutaki tiko me sa
na dabe e kea edua na valenibulavoni
oti na kena vakadikevi e vica talega na
vanua.

Na vanua qo ka na dabe kina na va-
lenibula vou e tiki ni cakacaka levu ni
Valenibula Levu e Suva ka veitokoni
kina na matanitu o Ositerelia ena nona
cakacaka vakavoleka kei noda matani-

ituvatuva levu.

Na matanitu o Ositerelia esa loma soli
tiko ena vakailavotaki ni kena vakavi-
nakataki na Valenibula Levu e Suva...
me sa tekivu tiko kina na imatai ni
wasewase ni cakacaka ena gauna oqo.
Na imatai ni wasewase ni cakacaka e
okati kina na veisautaki ni dela ni vale,
vakavinakataki na nodra rumu na tau-
vimate, vakalevutaki ni tage ni wai kei
na maroroi vakamatau ni wai ca. Na-

oqo ena itekivu ni yabaki vou 2026.
Na ikarua ni wasewase e wili kina

vakarawarawataka ga na nodra qaravi
o ira era gadrevi na mataqali veiqaravi

na kena vakavinakataki na vanua ni oqo.

veisele ena Valenibula Levu e Suva,
ka na qai dikevi tale tiko me baleta na
kena qai toso tale tiko na cakacaka ena
dua na gauna e muri.

Sa nona itavi tiko na Baqe kei Vura-
vura na World Bank na kena tara edua
na radiotheorapy center ,mera qaravi

Sa toso tikoga na nodrau veitalanoa
na Minisitiri ni Ilavo kei na matanitu
o Ositerelia ena kena sainitaki na kena
veidinadinati kei na vica na bage le-
levu e vuravura me vaka na World
Bank, ADB kei na OPEC, ena ikuri ni
kena vakailavotaki na valenibula.

kina na tauvi cancer, ena dua tale na

tu ena kena vakadavori edua na kena maki me sa na vakacavari na cakacaka vanua ena Valenibula Levu e Suva, me

T sy
LLRLVLARYRYE

SEGA NI GUILECAVI KEMUNI NA MATANITU

“Kemuni nai Tabagone ena gauna nikua, e
vakanuinui vei kemuni na nomuni matanitu, nio
kemuni na bulia na Viti vou ni mataka, kemuni na
tama na tina kana vakatau e ligamuni na mate kei
na bula ni noda vanua”.

ot Lowe

a milioni ena

Project. y_gwi

Vuravura(

E na loma ni yabaki oqo 2025 e qarava rawa kina
na Tabana ni Qito kei na Tabagone e 3 na soqo ni
nodra vakararamataki na iTabagone (National
Youth Festival).

= Rotuma

* Naitasiri

Lotulevu, 25 ni Tiseba, 2025



email: news@govnet.gov.fj;
©@FijiRepublic;

Fiji Government;

visit us @ www.fiji.gov.fj
phone: 3301806

ITAKITAKI E NA LOMA NI MACAWA

Dolavi ni oti e 20 na Yahaki

ai tuvatuva levu ni Matani-
tu Cokovata sa I koya na
kena laveti cake na kena
tokoni na vuli me vaka ni
dua nai votavota levu ni lavo e votai
kina Tabacakacaka ni Vuli ena ituvatu-
va vakailavo ena yabaki oqo me yacova
na 2026”.
Esa mai vakanadakui e 20 na yabaki
esa qai mai dolavi tale edua na valeni-
vuli vou ena koronovuli ni veituberi
vei ira na goneyalewa na Ballantime
Memorial School e Delainavesi ka tiko
na kena isau vakailavo ena $660,463.27
ka veigaravi kina na kabani na Urban

E a dodoliga mai na valenivolavola ni
Paraiminisita ena noda vanua ena vu-
kuni kena soli yani na veivuke e rauta
ni 200 na desi kei na idabedabe kina
Ballantine Memorial School. Na vei-
vuke 0qo ena laveta cake tale na nodra
kila ka na gone kei na nodra vanua ni
vuli.

E vakavinavinakataki talega na veito-
koni kei na veivuke ni porokaramu na
WASH ena kena vukei yani e 10,000 na
lita na taqe ni wai, ka vaka kina na Tab-
acakacaka ni Bula. Na sasaga oqo oya
na kena maroroi na kena vakayagataki
na wai e koronivuli.

Building Solution Limited.

Veika e vakadonui
ena Bose Yaco

a vakadonuya na Boseyaco na kena
cakacaka na ivola ni veidinadinati kei
na United Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) ka vaka kina na United
Nations Capital Development Fund (UNCDF)
ena vakailavotaki ni kena vakavinakataki ni vica
na ibenubenu mai na mua-i-ra ni noda vanua ka
laki yacova na 1.1 milioni na dola ni Amerika.
Na vakavinakataki ni vica na ibenubenu qo ena
vukea na kena vakalailaitaki na iboi kei taqo-
maki ni bula, ka rawa vukea na kena rawa ni
vakayagataki na tiki ni qele vakayagataka oya ke
gadrevi vakakina.
Na cakacaka ena qgaravi kina oya na kena veis-
autaki ena kena iwalewale vou ka veiganiti kaya
ena kena dau qarauni ka maroroi na benu.
Na imatai ni wasewase ni cakacaka oya na kena
sasagataki me vakavinakataki cake e tolu na ibe-
nubenu lalai e Sigatoka, Ba kei Rakiraki.
Na ikarua na iwasewase oya na kena qarauni na
ibenubenu mai Vunato e Lautoka, ka vaka kina
na cakacakataki ni dua tale na vanua vou me sa
ibenubenu.
Laki yacova na 13.9 na milioni na dola na kena
isau vakailavo na cakacaka taucoko qo.

Tokoni na kena voltaki na Tuna

Sa vakadonuya na Boseyaco na kena tomani
tale na vakailavotaki ni cakacaka ni Tuna me sa
na okati ena yabaki vakailavo tarava.

Esa na qarava na kena cakacaka na Tabana ni
Qoliqoli, ena nona raica me vagolei na ikarua
ni wasewase ni ilavo ki na bisinisi ni Tuna ena
noda vanua.

Na ilavo oqo a tekivu soli ena 2014, me vukei
ira vakailavo ka me lewai ira talega na veikabani
ni qoli era cicivaki ga ena noda vanua, me rawa
ni solia vei ira na igu ni cakacaka me rawa ni
ra veiqati kina kei ira na veikabani ni qoli mai
vanuatani ka rad au ciqoma tiko edua na ilavo
levu sara mai vei ira na veimatanitu tani tale eso.
Ese qai dua ga na sausaumi e soli ki na 7 na
kabani ni qoli ena 2017, ka laki yacova na

Veika e vakadonui ena Bose Yaco

a vakadonuya na Boseyaco
na kena vakayacori na veit-
alanoa raraba me baleta na
ilawa vakatututaki ni Red
Cross 2025.
Na Tabana ni Kauvelatai Damu-
damu se Red Cross edua na tabana
vakaikoya,
ka rad au bole ga o ira era dau
veiqaravi kina, ena cakacaka ni
veivuke ena vakacoko ena dua na
matanitu.
Na lawa vakaturi oqo, e gadrevi kina
me kilai ka me matata na veiqravi ni
Kauvelatai Damudamu ena ruku
ni lawa ni noda vanua, mai na dua
na tabana ka dau soli veivuke tu ga

Dolavi na

ki na dua tale na tabana me sa na
vauci kina vakalawa na veiqaravi
tale eso e dau vakarautaka.

Na lawa vakaturi talega oqo, esa
na kilai raraba kina na tabana ni
Kauvelatai Damudamu me dau
vakarautaki vuli ka soli sitivikiti
talega ena veiqaravi taumada.

Sa vakadonuya na Boseyaco na
kena vakarautaki e $500,000 me
baleta na kena tokoni ka vaqaqa-
cotaki na veivaqaqai ena nodra
dau vakau vuni na lewenivanua.

Na ilavo 0oqo ena vukea na cakacaka
nei Viti ena iwalewale ni tataqoma-
ki, me tarova ka veilewaitaki ira era
vakayacora na cakacaka butobuto

Fijian Holdings

Tower

Esa mai vakavotukana ena loma ni
yabaki oqo na tatadra ni kena dolavi
na Taba vale ni Fijian Holdings

Limited e dua na tatadra ka bucini
ena loma ni Boselevu vakaturaga ka
vakayacori mai Bau ena yabaki 1983.
A veivuke na Matabose ni Veika
Vakaitaukei (iTaukei Affairs Board)
ena kena qai mai tauyavutaki ena
1984.

Na inaki bibi ni kena mai tauyavu na
kabani qo sa ikoya me laveta na
rawaka vakailavo ni noda vanua o
Viti, ka me da vakaitavi saraga na
kawa iTaukei ena cakacaka ni
vakatubu ilavo kei na vakacici
bisinisi.

Oqo e vica na tabavale sa taukena
tiko na Fijian Holdings Limited ka
garava vakatabakidua tiko na FHL
Property Limited:

* Ra Marama Building,

* Ratu Sukuna House,

* Vanua House,

* Yasana Holdings

* Na FHL Tower.

0qo.
Ena laveta cake tale na sasaga nei
Viti me rawa ni kilai kina o ira era
vakau vuni, tagutuvi ni cakacaka ni
nodra vakau vuni na lewenivanua,

Veika esa
Vakadonui ena
Bose Yaco.

BIOSECURITY
\(AUTHORITY &

N FIlI

Sa vakadonuya na Boseyaco na
kena sasagataki me sa vakaduria
na Tabana ni Biosecurity Au-
thority of Fiji edua na ituvatuva
me dau veisotavi ena kena taqo-
maki na itei.

Na ituvatuva vou qo me dau wa-
lia na kena basika na veitauvi ni
manumanu ni tei, kei na veimate
tale eso ka rawa ni laki vakale-
ga na bula ni tei kei na bula ni
lewenivanua se na veika bula tu
wavoliti keda

Na iwasewase ni tei e wili kina
na kakana draudrau kei na vua-
nikau, na senikau, na wainimate,
kei na kau varo.

Na Tabana ni Biosecurity Au-
thority of Fiji, ena qai nona itavi
me na raica na kena saumi edua
na uma ilavo me vakamuri kina
na idusidusi ni kena taqomaki na
itei.
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Me Kalougata tiko na Al MAIAI

“Na nomuni lai veiqaravi ki
vanua tani, ni kauta na yaca
ni noda vanua lomani o Viti ka
colata na noda drotini, na noda
itovo ni veirokorokovi da kilai
tani kina na itaukei, kei na noda
itovo ni veimaliwai vinaka”.

Na nodra mala ni vosa na Turaga Peresitedi ni
Noda Vanua Ratu Naigama Lalabalavu ena nodra
mai kidavaku na noda Liga Ni Wau ena vuku ni
kena mai vakacavari na veigaravi main a vanualevu
o Iraki ka vakatokai tiko na UNAMI.

Oqo na ika iotioti ni lakolako me lai sogota mai
na veiqaravi ni Mataivalu ni Viti e Iraq, ka tekivu
ena 2004, ena 21 na yabaki sa oti. E sivia ¢ 20 na
yabaki na nomuni vakaitavi ena ilesilesi ni United
Nations (Matabose kei Vuravura), o ni vakaitavi
ena yalodina, ka o ni nuitaki ni oni sa vakairaitaka
ni o ni dinata na itavi ka lesi vei kemuni na lewe ni
Ai Matai.

“Au kerea talega meda nanumi ira na lewe tinikad-
ua (11) na sotia ¢ mai yali na nodra bula ena nodra
vakaitavi ena UNAMI e Iraki.

Na veika e sotavi ka vulici mai na vakaitavi ena
UNAMI e Iraki e sa mai vagaqacotaka na veili-
utaki ni noda Mataivalu, ka vagaqacotaka na caka-
caka kei na kilaka ena noda Mataivalu. E sega ni
rawarawa na gaunisala eda muria mai, ia e vakade-
itaka tiko ni bibi tiko na kena rogoci na domoda na
lewenivanua se na veiliutaki vakabula galala.

“Ena vukuna na Matanitu, ka vakakina na noda
na lewenivanua, au mai cavuta na vosa ni vaka-
vinavinaka vei kemuni kece na lewe ni Ai Matai
oni vakaitavi ena UNAMI”. E sega ni rawarawa na
gaunisala eda muria mai, ia ¢ vakadeitaka tiko ni
bibi tiko na kena rogoci na domoda na lewenivanua
se na veiliutaki vaka-democracy.

Taba:Maravu Naivalu& Nanise Neimila

w,u‘m“'ml. 11‘:. .
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Na Cava Meda Cakava Ni Se Bera Ni Yaco Na Cagilaba

« Biuta na nomu itikotiko (evacuate) kevaka e vakaroti na gole kina idrodro

» Muria na ivakasala ni Matanitu

« Raicame tiko na iyaya ni veiqaravi taumada vakavuniwai (First Aid Kit)

o Vakarautaka na kakana tawa i pakete se tawa itini kei na wai savasava

» Toso kina vanua cere kevaka o tiko ena veivanua e dau luvuluvu wasoma/vanua
buca/bati ni uciwai

Ivakasala Me Taqomaki Kina Na Kakana Ena Gauna Ni Waluvu

« Wasea na kakana droka (meat, toa, ika) mai na kakana sa rawa ni laukana rawa.

» Wasea na vua ni kau kei na kakana dina sa tara na wai ni waluvu
Mo Wasea na kakana droka kei na kakana sa vakarautaki oti ka vakasav-

asavataka na iyaya ni kana kei na iyaya ni vakarautaki kakana

j\iAKAVAK AR AU ni bera ni vakayagataki tale.

Vakani Ni Gone Lalai

« E sega ni gadrevi me veisau na ivakarau ni nodra vakani ni gone ena gauna ni

leqa.

o Vei ira na tinani gone era vakasucu, tomana tikoga na vakasucuma na gone
(continue breastfeeding)

« Veitaratara kei na vuniwai kevaka o sotava tiko na dredre

EMERGENCY CONTACTS: - .
«Vei ira na tina era vakayagataka na sucu pauta (powdered formula), qarauna me
Ambulance - 911 vakarautaki vakasavasava na mena sucu na gone
Ei”[’j ; 91‘;17 « Savata vakawasoma na ligamu, vakayagataka na wai savasava mo savata kina na
olice - ’ \i .
WAF - 5777 4, tavaya ni sucu.
EFL- 913 « Vakadeitaka ni sa gunuva oti na sucu vakarautaki na gone ena loma ni rua na
auwa.

|

- ' TAUKEI PLAZA DUA

“Na Tabana Ni Qele Maroroi esa Esa mai dolavi ena yabaki 2025 e
liutaki keda ina dua nai vakara- rua navale ena vuku ni veivakatoro-
itaki vinaka,ena biu mai na tabana icaketaki ni Tabana ni Qele Maroroi
ni veiqaravi na Land Owning Unit sai koya na iTaukei Plaza Dua e Lau-
ka sana rawa nida vakacavari va- toka ka vaka kina na iTaukei Plaza
kavinaka na kena cicivaki edua na Rua e Nadi.

bisinisi ena noda vanua”.

TURAGA NI VANUA (TV)

PROVINCE TOTALTV FILLED VACANT
Ba 21 17 4
Bua 10 9 1
Cakaudrove 20 16 4
Kadavu 15 15

va na tikina bibi era a veitalanoataka na noda Turaga kei na Marama bale. Lau 12 10 )

Oqo na veika e vakaraitaka na iliuliu ni Bose Levu Vakaturaga, Ratu Viliame

Seruvakula.

N -

« Na tauyavutaki ni tobu ilavo ni veinanumi Vakaturaga ni Bose Levu Vakaturaga.
« Tauyavutaki ni tobu ilavo ni kena maroroi na vakayagataki ni yau bula ni iTaukei.

o Veitalanoataki ni tikini lawa ni kena saumi na ivakacavacava ni vunikau ka ra tu ena Naitasiri n 2 :
vanua maroroi ni vakasoniwai. Namosi 3 1 2
o Na vaka matanitutaki ni gele soli ena lotu Wesele e Viti. Ra 0 1 1
Na vei tiki o . . Serua 2 2

a vei tikina bibi oqo era wase vaka matanitu vanua, Kubuna, Burebasaga kei Tovata
ka ra biuta vata na nodra nanuma se vakatutu ena veiulutaga oqo, ni bera ni qai mai Rewa 8 8
cauraki ena loma ni matabose. Tailevu 29 2% 5
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ra marautaka na lewe ni
mataqali o Muanivatu, ena
koro o Vuadomo ena tikina
o Wailevu, Cakaudrove na
nona mai dolava na Turaga Talai o If-
ereimi Vasu na bisinisi ni saravanua
(Eco Tourism) ena nodratou gele ni
mataqali.
Na bisinisi qo e vakatokai tiko na Mua-

nivatu Trails, e dua na na igadigadi me
laki yacova sara yani na baranisavu
(Waterfall). E vakaraitaka na Dareketa
ni kabani o Epeli Asaro ni sa mai teki-
vu cici tiko na bisinisi qo mai na 2023,
ia sa qai mai dolavi vakataucoko ena
siga Lotulevu(18/12/2025), ena kena
mai dolavi na kena valenikana, valeni-
kuro ka vaka kina na vanua ni veimasi

(Spa). Na vakasama qo ena tara cake
na ivakarau ni veiqaravi, ka na deti ira
talega mai vakalevu na saravanua.

Qo e dua na vanua era na taletaka vaka
levu na saravanua, ni ra tubu wavolita
tu na gaunisala na veivunikau, kakana
draudrau, ka vaka kina na vei vuata
eso, ka vakaraitaka o Mr. Asaro ni
vuata oqo era na vakayagataki tale ena
nodra vakani na vulagi era na sikova
mai na Muanivatu Trails.

E vakaraitaka tale ga na Dareketa ni qo
e sega ni cakacaka rawarawa ni tu vata
na kena bolebole, ia era vakavinavi-
nakataka na Kalou ni veitokoni tiko
ena nodratou sasaga. E vakaraitaka
ni dua na yavu vaka ivolatabu ka ya-
vutaki kina na sasaga qo sa ikoya ‘Na
Tamata vinaka sa tataunaka na ka vei
ira na makubuna’ (Vosavakaibalebale

13:22).
Ena nodra vosa na Turaga Talai e va-
karaitaka na nodra marau kei na no-
dra vakavinavinakataka na veitabana
duidui eso, era veivuke ena kena mai
rawati na sasaga qo. E tokona vakalevu
na ituvatuva ni laurai ni tiko kina na
vakasama ni vuli, vakatoroicaketaki ni
bula e nakoro, kei na nodra nanumi na
nodra kawa ni mataka.

Na kabani qo e sa tiko tale na nodratou
ituvatuva ena kena vakatoroicaketaki
edua na qgele ni mataqali ena veivaka-
valetaki. E vakaraitaka na nona vakavi-
navinaka na Turaga Dareketa vei ratou
na iTaukei Trust Fund Board ena no-
dratou a tekivuna na kena vakailavo-
taki ni nodratou sasaga.

Qo edua na ituvatuva ni Tabacakacaka
iTaukei ka vakatokai na Solesolevaki

ra marau na lewe ni
vanua e Cakaunitabu
ka vaka kina na veiv-
anua volekata ena
kena sa mai dolavi na vanua
ni wawa basi ka vaka kina na
vanua ni volivoltaki e Nabou-
walu na vanua ni sotasota ni
3 na Yasana ena vuku ni veiv-
akaleleci ni waqa . Na veiqaravi
0qo e vakaraitaki ni Cakacaka-
vata kei na Veivakatoroicaketa-
ki ni Matanitu Cokovata.
Na veivakatoroicaketaki oqo
e tiko na kena isau vakailavo
ena $1.3 na milioni, oqo edua
na veivuke levu vakauasivi ena
kena dau sotavi e levu na de-
dre ena vuku ni veitosoyaki, na
kena volitaki na ivoli ka vaka
kina na cakacaka ni liga.
E vakaraitaka o Seveca Wa-
sevanua mai na koro ko Na-
vave , Bua ni dua na gauna

£
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balavu era wawa voli mai kina
ena vuku ni veivakatoroca-
ketaki o Cakaunitabua ena
veisiga ni mataka, ka vakavi-
navinakataka na Matanitu ena
vuku ni veivuke levu sa mai
vakadinadinataki ka sa mai
wali kina na leqa era sotava
tiko na lewenivanua.

E vakaraitaka talega o Sa-
lote Sadrugu na marama ni
Nawailevu mai Bua ni marau-
taka vakalevu ena kena sa rawa
ni vakaraitaki na vanua mera
na mai volitaka kina na nodra
cakacaka ni liga ka vaka kina
na veivoli tale eso.

E mai tinia na Minisita ni Vei-
vakavaletaki Hon Maciu Nalu-
misa ni 0oqo esa dua na cavu i
kalwa levu ena vuku ni veiv-
akatoroicaketaki ena wvualiku
ni noda vanua.

Toso na Veigaravi ni Tabana
ni iTaukel ni iYaubula

a Matanitu Cokovata esa na vei-
vakatoroicaketaki ena iTaukei
ni Yaubula ena vei tokoni ni
Merchant Finance kei na Fiji
Development Bank. Na iTaukei Develop-
ment Fund Facility e qaravi tiko ena ruku ni
Tabana ni Qele Maroroi.
Itaukei Resource Development Fund
Ena yabaki vakailavo ni 2025-2026 na $3m
nai lavo ni veivuke kei na veivakatoroicaket-
aki vei ira na iTaukei ni gele .Mai nai wase
ni lavo oqo e namaki me tokoni kina e 60
na bisinisi ka veitokoni kina na Merchant
Finance(20 esa cici tiko mai ka 4 mena qai
tekivu vou)kei na lima na porokaramu ena
rukuni bage ni veivakatoroicaketaki na FDB.
Na veiyasana era sa tekivu vakaitavi taki ira
oka kina o
o Tailevu

e Macuata

e Ba

o Nadi, ka nanumi tiko mena lewe levu
sara era na vola kerekere yani.

Veika e rawati ena 2024-2025

o 11 na porokaramu ka tiko ena $291,000
ka vakadonua na bage na Merchant Finance
« 8 na porokaramu e $333,000 e vakarau-
taka na Tabana ni iLavo

« Na kabanini Yasana o Tailevu esa rawata
e $3m mai na Baqe ni Veivakatoroicaketaki
ka vakalailaitaki na kena tubu.

E vakarautaki talega na veivuke ena vitu nai
soqosoqo cokovata(Cooperative) ka lewe
levu sara mai na lewe ni mataqali kei na Ya-
vusa me vaka na Dreketi MahoganyLand-
owners Cooperative, ka rauta ni lewe 30 tau-
coko era sa vukei.

ITAUKEI DEVEI.[]PMENT FUND

Na Tabana ni Qele Maroroi esa qarava edua na sasaga levu ena kena

tokoni na iTaukei Development Fund Facility.

Na porokaramu 0qo esa vukea e 23 na taukeni qele ena 9 na Yasana me

vaka taki

- Ba-7 units

« Naitasiri-4 units

- Nadroga/Navosa- 3 units
» Macuata- 2 units

*Ra -2 units

« Tailevu- 2 units

- Cakudrove- 1 units

- Kadavu- 1 units

- Rewa- 1 units.

SA TU NA VEIVUKE

O Iakocuruma na veivakasauraratakisa
rawa mo qiri kina naba seganisaumina

@1560

na National Dometic Violence se

Q1325

na Child Helpline Fiji.
24 n3a auwa na veiqaravi.

Land Trust Board

e~

iTaukei Land, Our Heritage, Our Future
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Na iliuliu ni noda matanitu Hon Sitiveni Rabuka ,na Minisita ni Cakacaka, Draki kei na Veilakoyaki Hon Ro Filipe Tuisawau kei ira na ivakalesilesi ni Tabana ni Wai ena Vualiku.Taba:Supplied

Talanoa Katarina Naqarase

ako curumi e vica na yabaki
ena vuku ni kena vakaleqai
na vakadrodroi ni wai ia era
sana rawa ni ra vakila na
lewe 3000 na lewenivanua e Nabouwa-
lu kei na veivanua volekata sana rawa
ni ra vakayagataka na wainigunu sava-
sava ni oti nodra mai dolava nai liuliu
ni Matanitu o Hon Sitiveni Rabuka nai
vakaso ni wai vou e Nabouwalu.
Na veivakatoroicaketaki oqo e teki-
vuna mai na matanitu sa oti ni bera ni
mai vakacavara na Matanitu Cokovata
ena kena sagai me ra vakayagataka

na lewenivanua kei na veitikotiko na
wainigunu savasava.

“Nai Tuvavtuva ni Veivakatoroica-
ketaki ni Matanitu ni 2025-2029 kei na
Raivotu ni 2050, na ka e sa tuvanaka
na Matanitu Cokovata ena kena yadra-
vi ni kawa Itaukei kece e dodonu mera
vakayagataka na wainigunu savasava,
vakabibib nai tikotiko oqo e Nabou-
walu”.

“Na Matanitu ¢ sega walega ni raici
ira na tiko ena veitaoni kei na veikoro
lelevu, ia e vakarabailevutaka na nona
veiqaravi ena kena vakatoroicaketaki
na lewenivanua kece sara, me vaka ni
nona i tavi na matanitu me raica na no-

dra tiko vinaka na kawa Itaukei”

Na tuvatuva ni veiqaravi oqo e rauta ni
$5.4 na milioni na kena I sau vakaila-
vo ka se tekivutaka mai na Matanitu
sa oti, ni bera ni mai vakacavara na
Matanitu Cokovata , e rauta ni 2 2-mil-
lion-litre Packaged Water Treatment
Plant, a 1-megalitre reservoir (264,172
gallons),vakavinakataki na paipo ni
wali, kena tabana vakalivaliva ka vaka
kina na idini ka sa laurai nisa veigaravi
sara tiko ga ena gauna oqo.

E vakavinavnakataka o Hon Rabuka
na veiqaravi cecekia esa ,mai vakaya-
cora rawa na matanitu sa sivi, ena kena
tekivutaki na cakacaka oqo ka na toko-

na sra vakalevu ka vukea takega na va-
lenibula e Nabouwlu, Tabana ni Boko-
buka, tikotiko ni matanitu ka vaka kina
na Vale ni Volavola ni Yasana o Bua.
“Na sasaga oqo ena vakayacora e dua
nai tavi bibi ena kena tokoni na veiv-
akatoroicaketaki na taoni e Nabouwalu
ena veigauna sa tu e matada”.

Na kena mai vakacavari na sasaga
0qo, ¢ veivuke kina na Tabana ni Wai
ena noda vanua, Caledonienne des
Eaux(New Caledonia),SUEZ(France)
Zion Civil Works Limited(Fiji)ka vaka
kina na Clyde Equipment Fiji Limited.
Na veikabani oqo era cakacakavata ena
kena sagai na winigunu savasava ka
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