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By JAMIL SULEMAN

HE first ever Fiji Sovereign
Blue Bond valued at around
$20 million will help harmo-
nise economic development

with sustainable ocean stewardship.
This was highlighted by Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Minister for
Finance, Biman Prasad, while speak-
ing at the Reserve Bank of Fiji, where he
highlighted that was done in partner-
ship with the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP).

DPM Prasad said the groundwork for
this initiative began with the develop-
ment and launch of the Fiji Sustainable
Bond Framework in 2022 at the United

Coalition Government Members, Deputy Prime Ministers- Manoa Kamikamica, Biman Prasad and Viliame Gavoka with Minister for Women, Children

and Poverty Alleviation, Lynda Tabuya and UNDP Representative Munkhtuya Altangerel and guests after the successful launch of the Fiji Sovereign

Nations Climate Change conference
(COP 27).

He said the Sovereign Blue Bond is-
suance will enable the Government to
implement climate and environmental
conservation projects without compro-
mising its socio-economic obligations
and provides an opportunity to mobil-
ise private capital toward projects that
would otherwise remain unfunded.
“We encourage financial institutions,
banks, and private investors to par-
ticipate in this historic Sovereign Blue
Bond issuance. We also call upon devel-
opment and donor partners to support
Fiji’s climate financing efforts, exploring
innovative instruments such as debt-
for-nature bonds and nature perfor-
mance bonds.”

UNDP representative, Munkhtuya Alt-

angerel, speaking at announcement,
said, “It is an honour to work with the
governments of Fiji and the United
Kingdom to address the triple planetary
crisis of climate change, pollution, and
biodiversity loss through innovative
country-led financing solutions”

Ms Munkhtuya said Fiji’s vision to ven-
ture into new and innovative sources
of climate finance sets a precedence for
developing countries to take a leading
role in unlocking finance for develop-
ment beyond rudimentary mechanism
of national budget allocations.
“Thematic bonds can play a significant
role in addressing current financing
gaps, especially in developing countries,
ensuring that proceeds contribute to
long-lasting, sustainable development

impact”

Blue Bond. Photo: JAMIL SULEMAN

“The Blue Economy plays an important
role in providing food, jobs, and liveli-
hoods for millions of people around the
world - particularly here in the Pacific -
and it is estimated that our oceans could
generate up to US$3 trillion in econom-
ic activity each year by 2030

Ms Munkhtuya said 18 exciting proj-
ects have been selected for financing
through the Fiji Sovereign Blue Bond,
valued around FJ$20 million that have
the potential to enhance the economic
resilience of Fiji's economy, reducing
the impact of rising input commodity
prices, help create enhanced levels of
self- reliance through food security and
create safe dignified employment op-
portunities for marginalised communi-
ties.
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Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad, and the Minister for Lands, Filimoni
Vosarogo, at the launch of the Request for Tender (RFT) for Fiji’s first affordable housing public
-private partnership (PPP) project. Photo: ILISAPECI TUIVALE

By AZARIA FAREEN

CCESS to affordable housing
is a major challenge for
low and  middle-income
households in Fiji.

This was highlighted by the Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Finance, Biman
Prasad, following the launch of the Request

for Tender (RFT) for Fiji’s first affordable
housing public —private partnership (PPP)
project.

“The Government will engage private
sector participation to build a PPP
arrangement as we don’t have the capacity
or expertise to deliver the magnitude of this
project on its own,” DPM Prasad said.

“The National Housing Policy identified

15 per cent of urban population living
in 200 informal settlements around the
country and because of the unaffordability
of the houses and land that is available,
more squatter settlements are on the rise
around the outskirts of major towns and
cities.”

“The average transacted value of a house
right now is $243,000 which requires a
minimum household post tax income of
$50,000 to secure a loan from a commercial
bank,” he added.

Ninety (90) per cent of the population
earns below $50,000 and cannot access the
formal housing market.

“The Government therefore aims to
increase the supply of affordable and
climate resilient housing with a vision to
eradicate informal settlement in the next
10-years,” DPM Prasad said.

“Six sites were already earmarked and
work on associated infrastructure such as
access roads have already been completed,”
he added.

“These are Raiwaqa, Nepani, Wainibuku,
Davuilevu, Tavakubu and Tavua with a
total area of 266 acres to develop the first
pilot project which is expected to supply
about 3000 housing units which will be
climate resilient, green and have category

five compliant structures.”

“The project is estimated to require
around $28 million over three years of
construction,” he added.

Speaking also at the conference, Minister
for Lands and Mineral Resources and
Acting Minister for Housing, Filimoni
Vosarogo, said that it provides a great
opportunity for those who have been
dreaming of owning their first home or own
property.

“Over the years property prices have just
shot out of reach and the middle- and low-
income earners do not have that capacity
to earn or borrow money to purchase their
own properties,” he said.

“The Coalition Government is rolling out
this project to ensure that all Fijians are at
a place where they can start saving their
earnings so that they can purchase their
own properties in the future.”

“This is an exciting opportunity and we
are urging Fijians to look into this housing
project with positivity as not only will
it boost the yield of our economy in how
contractors and sub-contractors are going
to be involved but the Association of Banks
t00,” he added.

Single window system a milestone step
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Photo caption (L to R): Regional Coordinator for the ASYCUDA Programme in the Pacific, Mr Jayvee Santos with
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-operatives, SMEs & Communications, Manoa Kamikamica and the
Charge d’Affaires at the Delegation of the European Union for the Pacific, Dr. Erja Askola. Photo: SUPPLIED

By AZARIA FAREEN

II’S pursuit of streamlined and

efficient international trade through

a blueprint marks a milestone step

into paperless trade by developing
and implementing the National Single Window
System.

This was highlighted by the Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-operatives,
SMEs & Communications, Manoa Kamikamica,
and he also noted that the Single Window
System will enable electronic exchange of trade-
related information and documents between
Government agencies.

“It reduces the time and costs associated with
trade as well as improving the ease of doing
business,” he said.

“In February 2017, the Fiji Government
took a significant step towards modernising
trade operations by ratifying the World Trade
Organization’s Trade Facilitation Agreement
(WTO TFA),” he added.

“Under the WTO TFA, Fiji is required to
attempt to establish a single window system to
streamline and simplify its trade procedures by
2025 — and this demonstrates our position of
being well on track in line with this ratification.”

“The blueprint is a road map to develop a
system which recognises the need for different
agencies involved in the trade clearance process

and outlines their roles and responsibilities in
the interconnectedness approach through this
platform,” he added.

Minister Kamikamica acknowledged and
thanked the European Union for supporting
“Improving Pacific Islands Customs and Trade”
— a project implemented under the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development.

Multi  stakeholder  consultations made
the blueprint possible which involved the
government agencies and private sector
partners, and the system once implemented, will
bring many benefits to the business community
and the government agencies.

“The system will standardise data and
documentation requirements; harmonise
processes and procedures and establish secure

communication channels for information
exchange between government agencies
and private sector participants,” Minister

Kamikamica said.

“It will also ease current hardships brought
by manual trade clearance processes resulting
in reduction of associated costs; accuracy and
reliability with trade related data, and improve
and bring greater transparency and easier
regulation by relevant agencies.”

“This blueprint which underscores the
importance of collaboration and investing in
technology and infrastructure will make Fiji’s
system sustainable and efficient,” he added.

PM announces partnership
with Google to enhance
digital connectivity

RIME Minister Sitiveni Rabuka recently announced the South Pacific
Connect Initiative that will reduce the digital divide and enhance the
capacity, resilience and reliability of digital connectivity across the
Pacific.

The initiative will establish a new subsea cable to link the United States, Fiji,
Australia, and French Polynesia.

The initiative is a collaborative effort with Google, marking a significant step
in the advancement of digital infrastructure in the Pacific region.

Google will also construct diverse cable landing stations in Fiji and connect
them with an interlink cable which will connect transpacific routes, improve
reliability, add capacity and reduce latency for users in the Pacific and around
the world.

The Tabua Cable will connect the United States, Australia and Fiji.

One of the key aspects of this initiative is the planned interlinking subsea cable
connecting Fiji and French Polynesia, which provides the potential for other
Pacific Island countries and territories.

This substantial investment in Fiji and the broader South Pacific Connect
Initiative will revolutionise digital connectivity in the region, providing a robust
and reliable network, vital backup, expanded capacity and minimising delays
for users in Fiji.

“The Government of Fiji is pleased to partner with Google for this significant
milestone in enhancing digital connectivity and resilience. The South Pacific
Connect Initiative is a testament to the power of international collaboration and
investment,” PM Rabuka said.

“Together, we are forging a stronger, more connected and resilient digital
future for Fiji, the Pacific, and beyond, creating a legacy of economic growth,
skill development, and progress for all. The Government of Fiji is extremely
grateful for this partnership with Google and is committed to supporting this
exciting and transformative initiative.”

“We acknowledge the support of the United States and Australian Governments,
to this project, allowing for potential future submarine cable connections to
other Pacific Island countries.”

Google Cloud Global Network Infrastructure vice president, Brian Quigley
said, “Google is committed to collaborate with the Fiji Government and FINTEL
to build out the reach, reliability, and resiliency of internet access in the country
and across the Pacific”.

Minister for Trade, Co-operatives, Small and Medium Enterprises, and
Communications, Minister Manoa Kamikamica said, “The establishment of the
Tabua Cable will deliver the robust redundancy needed to support and enable
new investments and growth in ICT, business process outsourcing services, and
new sectors”.

“More importantly, it provides the opportunity to connect the rest of the Pacific,
solidifying Fiji’s ambitions to be the hub of the Pacific and extending benefits
throughout the region.”

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)
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and unity in Ba

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka meets members of the public at the Ba Civic Auditorium during his three-day tour of the
Western Division. Photo: JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

By JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

N a stirring speech delivered at the Ba Civic
Auditorium, Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka
passionately championed the restoration
of democracy and communal unity, urging

ordinary Fijians to actively engage in shaping the
nation’s future.

Addressing the audience comprising business
leaders and members of the public, Prime Minister
Rabuka acknowledged the unwavering spirit of the
people of Ba amidst challenges.
the
administrators and municipal managers who ensured

He commended dedication of special
the delivery of essential services in the absence of
elected representatives.

Encouraging citizen participation, he emphasised
the significance of their voice in the democratic
process.

“Ba is not just a town of business and sports; it is
also an important historical and political hub,” PM
Rabuka said.

“I do recognise the pivotal role of Ba in the political
landscape, which produced iconic figures like Siddiq
Koya, A.D Patel, Kishore Govind, Yujagar Singh,
Dick Singh, and Maleli Raibe, who had influenced
Fiji’s political history and growth.”

Highlighting the Government’s commitment to
reinvigorating democracy, Prime Minister Rabuka
spoke of the restored freedom in Fiji.

“Freedom has returned, and Fijians can now
live without fear. We’ve reinstated democracy,
allowing Fijians to express their views, participate
in protests, and challenge the government if they
wish,” PM Rabuka said.

Economic development took center stage, with
a particular focus on key sectors like the sugar
industry.

PM Rabuka announced a significant milestone
- the approval of the highest-ever cane price of
$91.38 per ton.

“This boost is aimed at supporting local farmers
and invigorating the economy of areas like Ba,
where sugarcane cultivation is integral,” said the
Prime Minister.

Moreover, Prime Minister Rabuka revealed
the establishment of a Truth and Reconciliation
Commission, a pivotal initiative to foster unity and
understanding among Fijians.

Technical expertise and funding from the United
Nations would bolster this endeavor, demonstrating
a global commitment to Fiji’s reconciliation
process.

Addressing the nation’s rich diversity, the Head of
Government emphasised the strength that stemmed
from shared patriotism and devotion to Fiji.

“Fiji’s strength lies in its diverse communities,
from the indigenous Fijians to the descendants of
the Girmityas, Melanesians, and others,” he stated,
calling for unity in the pursuit of national success.

PM visits Rarawai Mill highlights
commitment to sugar industry
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Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka visited the Rarawai Mill in Ba during his three-
day tour of the Western Division. Photo: DIPESH KUMAR

By DIPESH KUMAR

N a significant visit to the Rarawai Mill in Ba, Prime Minister
Sitiveni Rabuka has reiterated the Coalition Government’s
unwavering commitment to supporting and enhancing the sugar
sector, a cornerstone of Fiji’s economy.

Speaking at the Ba Mill, PM Rabuka addressed the challenges facing
the industry and unveiled a series of measures designed to ensure its
sustainability and growth.

“For generations, our sugar industry has been more than just a source
of income; it has been a symbol of resilience and tenacity,” he said.

PM Rabuka shared that the sugar industry in Fiji has consistently
contributed more than $200 million in foreign revenue annually,
underscoring its significance as one of the nation’s economic pillars.

However, it has not been without its share of challenges, including
fluctuations in global sugar prices, land tenure disputes, the impacts
of climate change, an aging farming population, labour shortages, and
aging infrastructure.

“In the face of these adversities, your Coalition Government will
support the industry,” PM Rabuka declared.

“Our commitment to the sugar industry goes beyond mere words. We
will continue to provide crucial support through a range of measures,
including subsidies, incentives, and investments in infrastructure.
Our goal is to safeguard the industry’s pivotal role in Fiji’s economic
landscape.”

He emphasised that the Government’s mission was not just about
preserving the industry but enhancing it.

This involves improvements at every step of the value chain, from
farming to milling, with a focus on efficiency, sustainability and

addressing the environmental footprint of the industry.

THE Fiji Government has welcomed the The

assessment  applauds  Fiji’s

debt levels and aknowledges the credible

underway,” DPM Prasad said.

recent credit rating assessment by S&P
Global.

The sovereign credit rating of B+/
Stable/B reflected the stability provided
by the Coalition Government in the last 10
months and the strong and collective effort
to rebuild the nation, drive economic
recovery and put the debt situation on a
path of sustainability.

impressive tourism led recovery, with the
economy returning to pre-pandemic levels
this year, and the healthy external position
on the back of strong foreign reserves
supported by record level tourism earnings
and remittances inflows.

The report also highlights the Coalition
Government’s strong commitment to
rebuild fiscal buffers in light of the elevated

and decisive fiscal consolidation efforts
to rein in fiscal deficits and debt levels
through well-crafted revenue raising and
expenditure measures as announced in the
recent National Budget.

“We agree that the process of fiscal repair
must be gradual as any premature adverse
fiscal tightening may negatively impact
the economic recovery that is currently

The Fijian Government is now focussed
on a major economic reset to support a
private sector led economic rejuvenation
with inclusivity, fiscal discipline and
freedom at the heart of our development
philosophy.

(Source: Ministry of Finance)
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NATIONAL DISASTER AWARENESS WEEK #EfER

Fiji will soon enter the dreaded cyclone season and already predictions are that at least three systems will affect the country. The National Disaster Management Office director, Vasiti
Soko, spoke to Department of Information’s Prashila Devi on the precautions and preparation people of Fiji must undertake in the lead up to the season.

DINFO: The National Disaster Week was recently commemorated, could you
please comment briefly on the intent and the purpose and what was the
response from the public?

Director NDMO: National Disaster Awareness Week is an annual event that the
NDMO normally conducts, as legislated under the Natural Disaster Management Act.
Basically, we go out to the public with our disaster practitioners in country and provide
key disaster preparedness messages.

We hand out calendars, we hand key DRR (disaster risk reduction) messages,
preparedness technique to members of the public but this year because of the increasing
number of earthquakes and also with regards to the development that’s happening in
country, we thought it was timely for us to also conduct a national simulation exercise on
tsunami and earthquake.

We were fortunate that the Australian Government provided the experts from Australia,
the Australian Disaster Response Team 1 and 2 and their role was to come in to train our
first responders on urban search and rescue.

The National Disaster Awareness Week had the traditional DRR exhibition and then
in addition to that, we had the national simulation exercise on earthquake and tsunami.

In terms of response and the number of people that participated, 500 people actually
registered online, apart from those that actually that just turned up at the event.

That’s great because that’s what the agenda behind NDAW is all about, advocacy on
disaster preparedness and also bringing together first responders to build relationships,
to build partnership before the event where they have to come together and respond as
a team.

It is actually the first time for Fiji Government to actually host the national event and
invite five NDMOs from across the region and 14 Red Cross.

Not only do we have the presence of Australia and New Zealand that are here to support
the response but also, we brought our Pacific Island countries along with us on this
journey.

And this is something that as a government that advocates about leaving no one behind,
we made sure that we walk the talk. We knew this was a first for Fiji but we knew that
the benefits of having this done for Fiji will also benefit other neighbouring countries.

They were able to see how Fiji operates but most importantly, the learnings that they
take from that and while we were fully engaged in our national tsunami exercise, we also
set up a monitoring and evaluation team, which was led by a lecturer at the University
of Melbourne.

The idea behind it is to not only do the exercise that will benefit us so that we can better
prepare but also contextualising what the universities that are now teaching DRR lessons
on how we do it in the Pacific.

Disaster Awareness Week this year we had an M&E team that was headed by a
professor in a university that could also contextualise that learning to the Pacific and most
importantly in Fiji. Now that University of the South Pacific is offering DRR courses,
this will enable the USP to actually contextualise some of the learnings that they have on

how to respond as a Pacific Island nation.

National Disaster Management Office Director, Vasiti Soko, speaking to the 50 personnel from
various organisations and institutions responsible for disaster response operations and the National
Emergency Response Team (NERT) during a week-long training on Humanitarian Assistance
Response Training (HART) in Suva. Photo: SUPPLIED
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The Satellite Box that was procured by the Ministry of Communications will improve
communications during times of disaster.Photo: SUPPLIED

DINFO: The tsunami and earthquake simulation drill, are there plans to take
it to other parts of the country and have a similar exercise?

Director NDMO: The tsunami drill is an event that we also hold on November 5, which
is the World Tsunami Days, this is where we work very closely with Mineral Resources
Department where we do community evacuations as part of the drill and the awareness
campaign.

So yes, we are doing it already on the ground with communities that are usually affected
by cyclones or tsunami but also just this time around, it was different because we held
it at the national level and then we had seven different spots evacuated at the same time.

DINFO: During the National Disaster Week, there were some communication
devices that are new to Fiji, could you explain about this?

Director NDMO: They are called setbox, six satellite boxes that was procured under
the Ministry of Communication. These are key equipment that we use as part of a disaster
response. Mainly in the aftermath of any disaster we have issues with communication
and this setbox enables us to access the internet using satellite and most importantly they
are powered by solar, which allows us to access internet without having to connect to a
grid. This is what also offered as part of the awareness week in which civil servants learnt
how to use this setbox.

DINFO: Are there other any other technological advancements that the
DISMAC office is adopting to respond better to disasters?

Director NDMO: We have digitalised our initial damage assessment forms. This is
to expedite survey on the ground under the National Disaster Management Plan. The
initial damage assessments are to be undertaken within 48 hours of response and the
practice in the past was a manual form. Our field team will have to go and inspect, come
back and then update that information as a sitrep. This time around we’ve converted that
into a digital form which we can access it in real time. So as soon as the information is
submitted, we can access the information and review the information of areas that are in
dire need of assistance.

In addition to our initial damage assessment, we also have digitalised our detailed
damage assessment forms, again for the very reason of expediting response to
communities that are affected, and that’s available on the dashboard that the National
Disaster Management Council can read real time.

We have circulated online links to all disaster practitioners, both government and CSOs,
NGOs and faith-based organisations and private sector to update them on the state of
readiness. The information that are available online will be displayed on a dashboard
that will inform government on our level of preparedness as we move closer to the
cycling season.

DINFO: On the preparedness side, normally we see it’s the rural areas, when the
disaster hits that are the least prepared. What is the DISMAC office doing to level the
playing field in terms of preparing them for disasters.

Director NDMO: To that question, I will have to compartmentalise it because there’s
different support that is being given to communities. One, again under the banner of
disaster preparedness, we train communities on how to better respond and how to prepare
themselves during disaster through the community-based disaster risk training manual.

In 2020, we standardised this training manual right across Fiji to allow CSOs and
NGOs who do these trainings on our behalf, go down to the community and work with
them to develop their emergency plan, develop their evacuation route, to also develop
their emergency committees. And we’ve received stories that after those that have been
trained, they better respond in the event of a disaster.

The other aspect in which DISMAC does so well in is in our sub-national level teams.

Sunday November 5,2023
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More than 50 first responders, emergency personnel, and senior government officials participated
in a three-day training on Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) which was held in the lead-up to the
2023 National Disaster Awareness Week (NDAW). Photo: SUPPLIED

NDMO has 39 emergency operation centres spread right across Fiji and so through the
district offices, communities will have an EOC that they report to and then through this
district emergency operation centre, they report to the divisional operation centre which
scales up to the National Emergency Operation Centre. Thirty-nine (39) EOCs spread right
across to allow information to be submitted to us much faster.

We are also working with other key government agencies on strengthening community
resilience, one of which the Ministry of Rural champions is the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) funded project on disaster resilience where mainstreaming DRR,
investing into small infrastructures that could, in the long run, benefits the communities
like building footpaths so students can reach school safely and back, strengthening their
water tank so that it doesn’t get blown away by strong winds.

DINFO: Over the years, in your position as Director DISMAC, have you seen
changes in the way people respond to disasters with all the awareness and
advocacy?

Director NDMO: Behavioural change, I would say, yes. This would be reflected in the
number of casualties, the number of mortalities that we receive after a big cyclone. TC
Winston, which was a category, we had 44 deaths. TC Yasa was a similar category but
we did not have that many of people dying, that shows that people are actually taking
warnings seriously.

Still time and again we see people dying because of flooding and this is something that
we’re still trying to work through partners to ensure that communities do to take warnings
seriously, but also, most importantly, act on those warnings.

It’s a challenge that not only Fiji faces, its faced globally. But the advocacy will continue
to be spread through our CSOs and our partners and of course, other government agencies
as well on how to better prepare themselves for any disaster.
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DINFO: We can learn hetter from the international community as they have
experiences and lessons learnt. After attending some of the international
gathering, what are some of the lessons that made an impression on you?

Director NDMO: I'll start off by saying that 'm a member of the United Nation
Disaster Coordinating Team (UNDOC). These are selected officials right across the
world that respond to disaster upon the call from UN. From my training in Kenya, I
came back and initiated the first of its kind Fiji National Emergency Response Team.

This is one of the actions that I really wanted to do because I knew it was very important
that Fiji has its own team that are able not only to deploy nationally but regionally as
well. Additionally, internationally the National Fire Authority carry a lot of value in
terms of search and rescue.

So being a member of the international advisory of urban search and rescue and being
an advocate, or contextualising some of these learnings we were able to through the
support of the Australian Government, bring the Australian Disaster Assessment Team 1
and 2 to train our National Fire Authority in urban search and rescue. Part of that training
happened as part of the Disaster Awareness Week build-up and also their simulation
exercise in which they demonstrated the learnings from that training.

Again, the Hawaii, Mawi fire that killed a lot of people, no one expected that to happen
but it happened. And from that learning we now have a Hawaii team through USAID and
the US Army who are currently running a training for first responders in Holiday Inn.
Bringing those lessons learnt in country and sharing it with our first responders is very

important because it builds on our capability but also addresses some of the gaps that
we’ve never seen as a gap because another country has gone through it.

DINFO: The exposure our first responders and disaster officers get when
they are deployed to assist other Pacific Island countries, how beneficial are
these for equipping them better?

Director NDMO: Responding to a disaster is an arena on its own. Disaster practitioners,
disaster managers- it’s a fairly specialised field and when we deploy our first responders
abroad, they have to understand the meaning of some of the terminology like OSOC,
like what is WASH, what the shelter cluster does, what the logistic cluster does, all these
different things itself are critical elements to responding to a disaster.

So, our first responders are now equipped to better understand the positions that they play
when it comes to this global deployment but also most importantly, the context in which
people globally respond to.

We’ve been blessed to have responded to Tonga from the recent volcano.

It was a very unique deployment because we were deploying within the confinement
of COVID, so group of officials went across in a boat, delivered it on the wharf and then
returned without having contact with local counterparts.

And then we also have the Vanuatu deployment from the recent cyclone last year. We
were fortunate to also deploy to New Zealand. For us the big element here is not just going
to support them with manpower and resources, but also learning from their lessons learnt,
learning from what went well, what didn’t go well and then bringing it back to Fiji.

I did mention the Mawi example, we were not able to deploy but now the people that
were deployed to Mawi response are now in Fiji to talk about the lessons learnt. These
are things that we are upskilling our first responders and one of the things- gone are the
traditional thinking of disasters, when it happens, our cyclone season, this cyclone that just
hit Vanuatu happened outside the cyclone season.

Climate change is exacerbating the impacts on the ground, the disasters are happening
more frequently than ever before because of climate change.

We need to upskill our first responders all the time- upskilling them with training,

T —

Senior representatives from the relevant agencies responsible for disaster management participated in a tabletop exercise ahead of the 2023 National Disaster Awareness Week (NDAW) which was held at

Albert Park in Suva from 17 - 18 October 2023. Photo: SUPPLIED
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Naval officers from Fiji met with their counterparts from other countries during a week-long training
on Humanitarian Assistance Response Training (HART) in Suva which coincided with the National
Disaster Awareness Week. Photo: SUPPLIED

technology, exposure and this is something that we will continue to do hence the formation
of the Fiji National Emergency Response Team. Training this group of individuals who
Government can deploy anywhere should the need to provide that level of response to
other countries.

DINFO: The NGOs and other hodies that NDMO works with Government
do provide information and raise awareness but are there villages or
communities who reach out to NDMO to help out in raising awareness?

Director NDMO: At the national level, the National Disaster Management Council to
which the NDMO reports its activities to, there are two organisations that are part of the
council that are not part of Government.

That’s the Red Cross and Fiji Council of Social Services (FCOSS) on the understanding
that all CSOs and NGOs will come under the FCOSS banner.

In the event where members or organisations are not part of FCOSS we have the Fiji
cluster system, which has the different cell to which they can report to, to provide that
level of support.

For example, if faith-based organisation is working on WASH or shelter to kids, then
they can report directly to the permanent secretary responsible for shelter in this case PS
Rural.

If its water related or WASH related, food and nutrition related, then they report directly
to the permanent for Health and then provide for their needs. At the community level if
they request directly for trainings, this will come through the turaga ni koro, the turaga ni
koro through the divisional commissioners who then make that submission to us and then
we mobilise the CSOs and our NGOs to actually support this request that are coming in
through the divisional of commissioners.

DINFO: As we approach the disaster, are there any important facts to keep in
mind, especially in areas where we have found people of Fiji lacking when it
comes to attending to disasters?

Director NDMO: As I’ve mentioned earlier, the importance of adhering to warnings, this
is something that we will continue to advocate but also most importantly, the information
has to be from a government reliable source. Sometimes there’s a lot of panic on the
ground or on social media because someone else had issued that this is going to happen.

My plea to the general public is- please ensure that you receive the information from a
reliable source, from a government source in this case.

Since we’re moving into a cyclone season, please refer to Fiji Meteorological Services
for all your information that you need to help guide your level of preparedness. Also, when
warning is issued, please adhere to the warnings.

First responders, emergency personnel and senior government officials during the three-day training
on Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) which was held in the lead-up to the 2023 National Disaster
Awareness Week (NDAW). Photo: SUPPLIED

You know when a person dies, we can’t bring them back so the importance of just
adhering to the warning so that you can protect yourself and your family. Lastly, advocacy
around better preparing your homes, those extra nails, those extra guttering, those extra
strappings will allow your home to withstand certain degree of wind speed.

This is all part of disaster preparedness and cleaning up your home, cleaning up on your
yard, making sure that there is no stagnant water because after a cyclone passes, we have a
lot cases of LTDD (leptospirosis, typhoid, dengue and diarrhoea) that rises rapidly.

Making sure that you know your home is safe as well after the disaster has passed. Adhere
to warnings and prepare better for your family and yourself.

DINFO: We see a lot of disasters happening around water bodies, we hear of
people trying to cross flooded rivers and creeks, we see children on social
media playing in bloated waterways. Any advice?

Director NDMO: Pleading with the general public not to play on flooded walkways or
flooded road. One is the danger behind what they cannot see. Obviously, if a child jumps
in you don’t know what’s below the water, if there’s hard debris or a sharp object which
can hurt the child. So please don’t ever underestimate the power of water. Stay away from
flooded rivers and flooded walkways.

Make sure that your family, your children are looked after but also just keeping an eye
on them, it’s very important.

Sometimes we tend to wander around we don’t realise where our kids have gone to
because its rainy season and our kids love to play outside. But so much has happened,
in development as well, with flooded walkway and river we really don’t know what’s
beneath that water.

The danger is always there so pleading with general public to refrain from crossing
flooded river, refrain from swimming in flooded river as well as walkways and most
importantly, just keep an eye on your children.

|
N
-

Students attended the National Disaster Awareness Week at Albert Park last week.
Photo: SUPPLIED

DINFO: Many times, we have cyclones that affects a few countries in the
Pacific, so in terms of response are we networking?

Director NDMO: Absolutely this is part of disaster preparedness. At this time, you build
networks and you build relationships because when you are responding there’s no time for
that.

Thankfully SPC (The Pacific Community) likes to bring together the NDMO directors
at least once or twice a year, where we meet and discuss issues that are cross border, in
the sense that if it affects Tonga, it will affect us or similarly if it affects Vanuatu, it will
affect Fiji.

For our National Emergency Response Team training in July, we had the Vanuatu NDMO
director as part of that, so it was also bringing them as part of the journey but also building
partnership and relationship that after an event they could look within the Pacific region
alone to get that level of support without going outside.

DINFO: We are a country with limited means terms of resources. How well
resourced are we to tackle disasters and what are the areas we can still
improve on?

Director NDMO: Yes, we still need a lot of resources in country but for a country that
has faced a lot of disasters, a country that has a cyclone season marked in its calendar,
we are resilient people. Our communities are resilient. A lot of rural areas that have been
impacted by disasters they are very resilient.

They know the kind of food they should be growing at a particular time. They know
where to go when there’s a need to evacuate.

Growing up as a child here in Fiji, we know about cyclones, we’ve been taught in school
about these things. We know how to better prepare ourselves. Resilience is in our DNA.

All these impacts of climate change and our development partners coming in, it’s to
complement what’s already there and this is something I will always advocate and stand
for- that people of Fiji are very resilient in the space of disaster.
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By LOTE RABOILA

he idiom “straight from the

horse’s mouth” is one that

comes from the British horse

racing circles which pointed out
that the ideal source for racing tips would
be the horse rather than the spectators.

The same can be said for developments in
Fiji such as the Namosi Joint Venture (NJV)
operations in Namosi and the Ministry of
Lands and Mineral Resources has urged the
public not to speculate and get the correct
information from the proverbial horse,
which in this case is the Ministry.

In a statement released by the Ministry
earlier in August this year, Minister for
Lands and Mineral Resources Filimoni
Vosarogo reassured that there was no
mining underway in Namosi and that the
Namosi Joint Venture company has been
only carrying out mineral exploratory
works since 2009.

“Terrestrial mining has never been
undertaken in Namosi. The NJV team has
been engaged only in exploration works
in Namosi since 2008, aimed at assessing
the potential for future mining activities.
It is essential to note that no exploration
work, including ground investigations, has
been conducted in the Namosi region since
2018,” Minister Vosarogo said.

NJV has been focusing on research and
development since 2018 with particular
emphasis on  sustainable  mineral
development models for Namosi that
also includes technical evaluation and
monitoring.

The Ministry reassures that it has never
granted any mining lease or permit for the
Namosi region therefore comments by
individuals referring to mining operations
in Namosi were incorrect and misleading.

Known as the Waisoi prospect, there has
been appreciation for mineral prospecting
in the area since the 1930s although
detailed exploration commenced in 1968
targeting the two main prospects — Waisoi

East and West.

Prior to NJV, various companies such as
Viti Copper, Placer Pacific, WMC, AMAX/
CRA and Nittetsu held exploration rights
over the area before it was taken over by
the Namosi Joint Venture (NJV) in 2008.

NJV is a joint venture amongst Newcrest
Mining Ltd, an Australian company that is
listed on the Australian Stock Exchange
and two Japanese companies which are
Materials Investments (Fiji) and Nittetsu
Mining Co. Ltd.

Recently, there has been strong opposition
from some landowners, non-government
organisations and even  religious
organisations who have speculated on the
environmental impact pertaining to mineral
exploration in Namosi and this includes
an influential religious figure allegedly
claiming that some women in Namosi have
attributed the diminishing supply of fish,
prawns and eels to the exploration exercise.

In addition, it is claimed that the
exploration has caused serious damages
to the social relations in the village with
divisions, ill feeling betrayal and hate
amongst the people.

“These claims are deeply concerning
as they are speculation bordering on
conjecture. Diminishing fish, prawns and
eels is not synonymous only with Namosi
but is being experienced all over Fiji due to
factors such as overfishing because of our
growing population, use of commercial or
synthetic fertilisers on farms near streams
affecting aquatic life, logging activities
which increases sedimentation and climate
change to name a few,” Minister Vosarogo
said.

“There is no concrete evidence provided
to date that suggests that there is a direct
link between works undertaken by NJV
and perceived environmental impacts. The
Ministry awaits the provision of factual

scientific data linking the claims made

by such commentators to the exploration
works undertaken by NJV,” he added.
NIV has

by including the landowners during the

been proactive throughout

The construction of the Namosi village footbridge was financed by the Namosi Joint Venture.

Photo: SUPPLIED

Minister for Lands and Mineral Resources, Filimoni Vosarogo with senior staff during a meeting with
the Namosi Joint Venture. Photo: SUPPLIED

planning phase of all ground investigations,
ensuring that all parties are fully aware of
the operations that has been undertaken.

The landowners are also present on site
during all groundworks until exploration
teams demobilise from the site.

An agreement between the company and
the landowners states that the company
has only 14 days post drilling works to
ensure that the site is rehabilitated to the
satisfaction of the landowners.

Further to that, the company has invited
the landowners in the decision-making
process when it comes to deciding what
trees and plants they wish to be re-planted
on the site.
the
rehabilitation of disturbed sites due to

Following completion of
exploration and after the payment of

disturbance compensation, joint = site

inspections consisting of landowners,
Mineral Resources Department and NJV
representatives were undertaken.

Once all parties were satisfied with and in

agreement of completion of rehabilitation

work, they signed off on relevant
exploration  rehabilitation = completion
document.

All ground investigations came to an end
in 2018 and no further exploration has been
undertaken since then.

In addition, all boreholes drilled by
NJV were also inspected during the joint
rehabilitation inspection and there were no
complains or issues raised regarding hot
water coming out of uncapped boreholes.

“The Ministry of Lands and Mineral
Resources has always been transparent
through the process and have always
encouraged and ensured that NJV and
other mineral explorers in Fiji do the
same pertaining to exploration work and
reporting mechanisms,” Minister Vosarogo
clarified.

“Therefore, 1 continue to urge that
if individuals want to know anything

regarding mineral exploration in Namosi

or any parts of Fiji, please approach the
Ministry. Getting secondary information
from individuals or the social media is
unreliable and only creates animosity,
trepidation, and mistrust. However, the
truth is always liberating.”

On the other hand, the claims of divisions
within the community because of the
project were not true and scapegoating
as the distribution and utilisation of
compensation pay-outs to the landowning
units was beyond the control of the Ministry
and NJV.

Since 2008, NJV has utilised over
$4.8million in community assistance and
development as part of the company’s
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
with the lion’s share of this directed towards
scholarships.

This was done when the project was still
at exploration stage and there was no return
to NJV despite significant investment made
on mineral exploration including research
and development.

Minister Vosarogo reaffirms that the
Government will always act in the best
interests of both the landowning units
and investors such as NJV to bring about
harmony in development.

“Come and talk to us for any issue
pertaining to the role that we play in any
development. We have offices in Suva,
Nadi, Lautoka, Rakiraki and Labasa as
we are committed to bringing our services
closer to you so that we will guide and
advice you in any project that is within the
state lands and mineral resources sector,”
he added.

The Ministry of Lands and Mineral
Resources remains committed to overseeing
responsible mineral resource development
while ensuring the welfare of the people
and the protection of the environment.

(Source: Ministry of Lands and Mineral

Resources)

Sunday November 5,2023



) NATI O NAL N EWS email: news@moc.gov.fj; IO@FijiRepublic;leFiji Government; | visit us @ www.fiji.gov.fj | phone: 3301806

NATIONAL NEWS

DPM Prasad chief guest at the 2023
Jai Narayan Gollege Academic awards

The Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Minister for Fi-
nance, Strategic Planning,
National Development
and Statistics, Biman
Prasad was chief guest at
the 2023 Jai Narayan Col-
lege Academic Achieve-
ments Celebrations this
week.

In delivering his keynote
address, DPM Prasad ex-
tended his warmest con-
gratulations to the hard-
working Year 12 and 13
students of Jai Narayan
College for their excep-
tional dedication towards -
their academic journey. N ' L —
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The President Ratu Wiliame Ka-
tonivere highlighted this while
addressing Year 3 students from
Draiba Primary School at the
State House recenlty

“You will overcome any chal-
lenges if you listen to your par-
ents and teachers!”

“By working hard you will be
able to pay your parents back
for everything they have done to
take care of you, and it all begins
in school”

Photos: FELIX LESINAIVALU
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Toge viliagers raise concern with P

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka
paid a special visit to the villagers
of Toge in Ba recenlty to address
their concerns about a low-lying
bridge connecting two villages
and farming settlements to the
main road. He inspected a fre-
quently used washed-out crossing
for school children in Toge Vil-
lage.

Representing the villagers, Vil-
iame Raqona expressed their wor-
ries about the low-lying bridge,
which was initially a valuable as-
set but had turned into a hazard
during heavy rainfall. He high-
lighted the changing climate pat-

terns, leading to torrential down- _,

pours and prolonged dry spells.

Mr Raqona emphasised the chal- |

lenges faced by the community,

including the impassable creek [B8

beside the village that prevents
school children from safely cross-
ing during even minor rainfalls.

Photos: JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA %

sworn in at the State House today,

further strengthening Fiji's judiciary.
The newly appointed appointees
were ceremoniously sworn in by
President Ratu Wiliame Katonivere in
the presence of Acting Chief Justice
Salesi Temo, Attorney-General and
Minister for Justice, Siromi Turaga,
Solicitor-General Ropate Green, and

Chief Registrar Tomasi Bainivalu.

Photos: NANISE NEIMILA
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Flying

Members of the Fiji Water Flying Fijians being welcomed by a fan at the Nadi
International Airport. Photo: DIPESH KUMAR

By DIPESH KUMAR

HE Fiji Water Flying
Fijians were welcomed
by hundreds of fans at the
Nadi International Airport
last week upon their return from
Rugby World Cup quarter-finals.

Despite their defeat, the players’
heads were held high as they
disembarked from the plane, proud
to have represented their beloved
country on the global stage.

The Nadi International Airport
buzzed with anticipation as the
national rugby team returned home
following a tough loss in the quarter-
finals.

Fiji Water Flying Fijians captain
Waisea Nayacalevu said the team
was surprised to see the unwavering
support of hundreds of fans at the
airport.

He shared that the team was
also overwhelmed by the heartfelt
reception, describing the exhilarating
sight of fans waving Fiji flags as
a moment that filled them with
unparalleled pride.

“No, we didn’t expect anything like
that. I was shocked when I came out
and saw that many people outside,
my heart filled with joy and I'm
grateful for that.”

Mr Nayacalevu also thanked his
supporters for their dedication to
sacrificing their sleep to witness the
team’s journey.

Sharing the similar sentiments
Flying Fijians wing Selestino
Ravuataumada emphasised that he
was amazed to see the support for
the team at the airport even after
their tough loss.

Mr Ravuataumada shared that
the team had shown unwavering
commitment and effort throughout
the tournament.

Minister for Public Works,
Transport, and Meteorological
Services, Ro Filipe Tuisawau
thanked the players for their
dedication and shared that they have
been through a lot of challenges

“We  express our  sincere
appreciation to the team, even
though they only reached the quarter-
finals it is a huge achievement given
that we are a small island nation and
the challenges we face in terms of
resources.”

Minister Tuisawau highlighted
that while Fiji is at the national
level, the coalition government will
build on rugby at the grassroots
level and facilitate its players.
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Malawiya’s Farm Fresh Honey Supplies’ Ismail Malawiya shows Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade,
Cooperatives, Small and Medium Enterprises and Communications, Manoa Kamikamica around the beekeeping

By DIPESH KUMAR

N the heart of Fiji’s lush landscapes,
Malawiya’s Farm Fresh Honey Supplies
stands as a shining example of a thriving,
eco-conscious agricultural enterprise.

Led by the passionate beekeeper, Ismail
Malawiya, this humble bee farm has transformed
into a prosperous hub for farm-fresh honey
supplies.

The success of Malawiya Bee Farming is a
testament of the merits of sustainable beekeeping
and the commitment to quality, earning it a
prominent place in Fiji’s agricultural sector.

Farm owner, Mr Malawiya shares that farm was
far from your typical agricultural venture and
was a testament to the harmonious coexistence
of sustainable practices and profitable business.

“The honey industry has been around in Fiji for
some time but it only recently gained momentum
and started flourishing with proper development
techniques, despite the challenges,” he said.

With his dedication to the art of beekeeping,
Mr Malawiya laid the foundation for the farm
more than 30 years ago with a vision to produce
premium-quality honey and related bee products,
all the while preserving the environment.

He shared that over the years, Malawiya Bee
Farming has seen exponential growth and was
now recognised as a pioneer in sustainable
agriculture in Fiji.

The farm offers a variety of honey, along with
beeswax and other related products, which has
made its way into the local markets and garnered
international recognition.

“There is demand for bee wax candles,
honeycomb and flavoured honey. Honey is also
used for pharmaceutical purposes, production of

facility. Photo:DIPESH KUMAR

biscuits and other snacks and food.”

“In Fiji, most families use honey as a home
remedy to cure cough, weight loss and hair loss,”
he said.

Mr Malawiya shared that the farm prides
itself on its commitment to quality and ethical
production, which has created a loyal customer
base.

He also shared that while bee farming was
exhilarating, there were a wide range of
challenges that come with it.

“The challenge to apiculture industry are the
many diseases such as American Froud Brood
(AFB) and the Varroa Mites. Among all this
we also have to consider the cyclone season.
Extreme weather conditions such as heavy rain
and drought are also a challenge.”

Mr Malawiya shared that in order to curb these
problems he has undertaken proper planning
methods and farm management techniques.

He shared that one of the key factors contributing
to the farm’s success was the unwavering support
it received from the Government.

Financial assistance, technical expertise and
access to modern beekeeping equipment have
not only boosted the farm’s productivity but also
facilitated the expansion of the enterprise.

“With assistance from the Government, further
growth opportunities exist for farmers through
subsidised bee hives to increase production.”

Mr Malawiya attributes much of his success
to the Government’s commitment to supporting
ventures that promote sustainable agriculture.

The sweet success of Malawiya Bee Farming
continues to grow, reminding us that in Fiji’s
fertile landscapes, the nectar of prosperity can be
found in the harmony between man and nature.

PM Rahuka com

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka toured the ASPEN Lautoka Hospital

with Cabinet Ministers and stakehold
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RIME Minister Sitiveni Rabuka has urged

the people of Fiji to prioritise healthy habits.

Further, the Head of Government has

advocated for comprehensive healthcare,

emphasising
policymakers, and communities.

He made these observations during his visit to the
ASPEN Lautoka Hospital this week while on a three-day
tour of the Western Division where he acknowledged
the sacrifices of doctors, nurses and all medical staff,
highlighting the crucial role of early diagnosis and
intervention in healthcare.

PM Rabuka emphasised the importance of unity and
resilience, affirming, “Our unity guides us through these
tough times, showcasing our immense capabilities”.

In his message of resilience, he called on all citizens
to rally together, embracing health awareness and
determination to overcome challenges.

Over the past year, Aspen Medical Fiji accomplished
remarkable milestones, performing 100 open heart
surgeries and installing advanced radiology equipment
in key locations such as Lautoka and Ba.

Their contributions included CT scans, mammography,

ultrasound and portable X-ray units, significantly

collaboration among professionals,

enhancing diagnostic capabilities in these areas.

Moreover,
implemented a digital radiology platform, establishing
a cardiothoracic intensive care unit (ICU) and a state-
of-the-art cardiac operating theatre.

These efforts were not just about meeting international
standards; they were about elevating the quality of
healthcare for the Fijian people.

Looking ahead, Aspen Medical Fiji has ambitious
plans,
Hospital, the establishment of a CT room in Ba and the
introduction of a Cath lab and MRI unit in Lautoka.

Additionally, the organisation aims to offer radiation
oncology services, underlining its commitment to
comprehensive healthcare.

In a major development, mental health services will
be relocated from Lautoka to Ba with the view of
promoting holistic well-being and ensuring that no
aspect of healthcare is neglected.

This integrated approach represents a strong link
between curative healthcare and the overall well-being
of the Fiji citizens.

Aspen  Medical Fiji  seamlessly

including the reconstruction of Lautoka
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Logging Supervisors
reminded of their duty

of Forestry|

Vision |

Sustainable forests, our future.

Mission

To be a leader in sustainable forestry.

Values

ponsible ~ We will discharge our duties with
ponsibility.

te ~ We will discharge our duties with
tion and be firm and fair in our

We will be sensitive to individual
of views.

ill be practical, creative,
Wficient and  maintain
ity in our daily work.

We will do and deliver what we he

Minister for Fisheries and Forestry Kalaveti Ravu reminds certified loggers of their duty.

By JOSAIA RALAGO

‘ ‘ s a forest harvesting
supervisor, you will
Aplay a very critical role

in ensuring that best

logging practices are observed at all times.”

These were the words of the Minister for
Fisheries and Forestry, Kalaveti Ravu to
24 recently certified Logging supervisors
after completing the Forest Harvesting
Supervisors Module Three at the Macuata
House, in Labasa recently.

Minister Ravu reminded them that while
developments were necessary in responding
to people’s needs and aspirations, effective
planning and implementation were vital to
maintain the proper balancing of economic,
social and environmental considerations.

“Harvesting timber over and above the
forests’ sustainable level of harvest is
resulting in their degradation and reduction
of biological diversity such that the quality

Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO

and range of ecosystem services and products
provided are negatively impacted,” he said.

“You will play a very critical role in ensuring
that best logging practices are observed at all
times in line with the Fiji Forest Harvesting
Code of Practice and Forest Legislations.

“There is also the need to put in place
adequate measures to ensure that any forest
harvesting is within the forest’s sustainable
cut level, and in full compliance with existing
codes of practice and other environmental
requirements.”

Minister Ravu added that this would
only be possible through partnership with
the Government and stakeholders in an
integrated manner which was the most
effective strategy towards making real
and positive changes on the ground for the
people.

He wurged them to share knowledge
gained with their co-workers and to grab
the opportunity for further training and
education in forestry.
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Minister for Sugar and Multi-Ethnic Affairs Charan Jeath Singh while closing the training at
Seaqgaqa Primary for female farmers recently. Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO

By JOSAIA RALAGO

HE involvement of women
in the sugar industry is vital
and if we want a robust
sugar production then we
need to empower women farmers.

These were the words of Faranisese
Taciqinivula, a sugar cane farmer from
Seaqaga who was a part of a two-day
training for female farmers on best
management practices.

The training aimed at equipping
women with how to best manage their
farm for maximum production, was the
first of its kind in the country introduced
by the Sugar Research Institute of Fiji.

Ms Taciqinivula, who owns a 10-acre
cane farm and has been in the sugar
industry for the past two years, said
lessons learnt were invaluable.

“I have learnt quite a lot on best
farming practices from this training -
from cultivation, planting methods,
farm maintenance and I am grateful
for the opportunity,” the mother of five

said.

“My husband operates his own farm
and I have my own and I think that
if we are to increase production then
programmes as such should be offered
to women growers as well.”

Similar sentiments were expressed by
Indra Devi who has been in the sugar
industry for the past 14 years.

“It was very informative as in the
past, all we were equipped with was
the traditional way of farming, but now
we are introduced to best management
practices which will definitely boost
production for us,” Ms Devi said.

“Prior to this, we would plant anyhow
because we were not aware of the
best way to ensure a good yield — this
knowledge will be put to good use.”

In closing the two-day training, the
Minister for Sugar and Multi-Ethnic
Affairs, Charan Jeath Singh, said it was
imperative that the sugar industry was
given a boost because it was one of the
key crops that has contributed greatly
to the economy especially in the North.

Pine overplant finally harvested

Minister for Fisheries and Forestry Kalaveti Ravu with the women of Vunikawakawa Village
in Macuata. Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO

=== By JOSAIA RALAGO
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OR decades we have been
crying for the harvest
of pine overplanted on
our mataqali land and
we are grateful to the
Government for working tirelessly on our
behalf to make this possible.”

These were the sentiments of 73-year-old
Avorosa Bolatabanivau, the head of mataqali
Vunimavule in Bua Lomanikoro.

The mataqali Vunimavule have used the
returns of the harvest to purchase much-needed
resources.

Since the inception of the pine industry,
overplanted pine has never been reverted
to landowners leaving it untouched, despite
strong appeals by landowning units.

It was through dialogue and careful
consideration between the Ministry of Forestry
and Fisheries, iTaukei Land Trust Board
(iTLTB), Fiji Pine Limited and other relevant
stakeholders, pine trees that are on the mataqali
land can now be harvested.

“This was not an easy feat, as we would raise
it during our district and provincial meetings

and visiting relevant offices for this purpose
over the years,” an emotional Mr Bolatanivau
said.

“To be able to witness that the overplant has
beenreverted to us is amonumental achievement
because the overplant pine occupied 396 acres
of our land.”

“In this short span of time we have been able
to purchase a tractor, a fibreglass boat and a
10-tonne truck for the benefit of the mataqali,
and this is something that we have always
hoped for.”

The landowning unit head for mataqali
Vuniberei in Vunikawakawa, Macuata shared
similar sentiments saying that this has opened
development opportunities for their community.

“Overplant pine occupied 175 hectares of our
mataqali, which is currently being logged by a
contractor — Vanua Levu Palette Limited- and
we are grateful to God and to the Government
for a timely intervention,” Mr Namoce said.

“Since our community is vulnerable to flooding
with no proper space for individuals to gather
during times of crisis, first on our development
priority list would be an evacuation centre.”
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS

WTO0 agreement on fisheries subsidies

EEGRR 2R M

L-R : Ministry of Fisheries deputy secretary Netani Tavaga,; Fiji's Permanent Representative, Ambassador
Luke Daunivalu, WTO Director-General Dr Ngozi Okonjo Iweala, First Secretary Vueti Kosoniu May, Fiji
PIFS Intern at WTO, Timoci Bogidua. Photo: SUPPLIED

1I’S efforts to curb global harmful

subsidies  that  contribute to

overfishing and illegal, unreported

and unregulated (IUU) fishing was
boosted with the deposit of the instruments of
acceptance of the World Trade Organizations
Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies.

This was done at the WTO headquarters
by Fiji’s envoy to the WTO in Geneva,
Ambassador Luke Daunivalu whereby he
presented the Government of Fiji’s instrument
of acceptance of the Agreement to the Director-
General of the WTO, Dr Ngozi Okonjo Iweala.

Fiji’s ratification of the global agreement
demonstrates its commitment to sustainability
and safeguarding of its marine resources by
prohibiting subsidies to overfished stocks and
IUU fishing.

Ambassador  Daunivalu  said,  “Fiji’s
acceptance underscores its commitment in
line with SDG14.6 to eliminating subsidies
that contribute to IUU fishing and overfished
stocks”.

“It is also the fulfilment of an undertaking
made by the Coalition Government as presented
by Deputy Prime Minister, Manoa Kamikamica
to the WTO membership and to D-G Dr Iweala
during Fiji’s fourth Trade Policy Review in
July this year.”

The deposit of Fiji’s instrument of acceptance
makes it the first from the Pacific region to
do so. It is expected that other Pacific WTO
members will follow suit in the coming months.

In congratulating and receiving Fiji’s
instrument of acceptance, D-G Dr Iweala
said, “We are absolutely delighted that Fiji has
presented its acceptance of the Agreement on
Fisheries Subsidies, it is the first for the Pacific
Island developing nation to do so and we are
confident it will not be the last”.

“We hope that this action will encourage all
other members that have not yet deposited to
do so and we are delighted that Fiji took this
important step in the margins of our Senior
Officials Meeting.”

A total of 52 countries have now deposited
their instruments of acceptance which is nearly
half of what is needed for the Agreement to
enter into force.

The Agreement was adopted by consensus at
the WTO 12th Ministerial Conference held in
Geneva on 12 — 17 June 2022 where Fiji and
the Pacific were instrumental in concluding
the Agreement.

The Agreement sets a new binding
multilateral rule to curb harmful subsidies
which directly contribute to the depletion of
the world’s fish stocks.

The Agreement also recognises the needs of
developing countries like Fiji and establishes a
Fish Fund to provide technical assistance and
capacity building to aid their implementation
obligations.

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs, Lenora Qereqgeretabua at the 53rd Meeting of the Committee of
Representatives of Governments and Administrations and 13th Conference of the Pacific Community.
Photo: SUPPLIED

1JI has called for action-oriented
initiatives to empower women
into leadership roles at 53rd
Meeting of the Committee
of Representatives of Governments
and Administrations (CRGA) and 13th
Conference of the Pacific Community
(SPC).
This call was made by the Assistant

Minster for
Qeregeretabua,
ended on a high-note with Fiji urging for
stronger regional cooperation to advance
Pacific’s prosperity by promoting women’s
empowerment and leadership at all levels
of development.

This was articulated at the concluding
programme organised by the SPC Women

Foreign Affairs, Lenora
at the meeting which

and the part we play to realise the
goals that we have set for ourselves on
gender in our regional plans including
through the Implementation Plan for the
2050 Strategy and the SPC Strategic Plan.
If we do not take ownership of this, then the
stark reality of many women in the region
will remain the same.”

She highlighted that Pacific region must
work together to transform the region
and the world for the best outcomes for

T W T I

(L to R) Counsellor Solomone Momoivalu, Director General for the Secretariat of the
Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP), Sefanaia Nawadra, and Ministry of
Foreign Affairs permanent secretary, Dr Lesikimacuata Korovavala. Photo: SUPPLIED

HE Secretariat of the Pacific
Regional Environment
Programme (SPREP) has
expressed its commitment
to establish a permanent office here
in Fiji to further expand technical
and policy support, and livelihood

programmes.
The commitment by SPREP, a
regional organisation that serves

the Pacific region in protecting and
managing environment and natural
resources, was conveyed to Ministry
of Foreign Affairs permanent secretary,
Dr Lesikimacuata Korovavala during a
courtesy visit received from the SPREP
Director-General, Sefanaia Nawadra.

Dr  Korovavala acknowledged
SPREP’s commitment and cooperation
with Fiji in building resilient, inclusive
and sustainable livelihood for the
communities, through programmes
aimed at protecting environment and
natural resources.

He commended SPREP efforts to
establish a permanent office in Fiji,
which would mean greater level
of cooperation and programme
implementation for the benefit of local
communities.

SPREP current support to Fiji is
valued at $10 million worth of projects
including ongoing programmes on the
BeqaIsland, Rewa Delta and Savusavu,
to name a few.

With the elevated support, SPREP
staffing numbers has increased to 15
in Fiji, along with the provision of
technical and policy advice, training
and capacity building initiatives,
and new projects sites identified, for

Environment Conservation or Waste
Management and Pollution Control.

Mr Nawadra said Fiji’s regional
hub status offers great opportunities
for SPREP to expand and enhance its
services in Fiji.

Currently SPREP is leasing office and
the plan is to transition in a permanent
office and further enhance cooperation
with the Government of Fiji, Council of
Regional Organisations in the Pacific
(CROP) agencies, the United Nations
agencies, heads of missions (HOMs)
and non-government organisations
(NGOs).

He acknowledged the Government of
Fiji for their unwavering support to the
regional organisations and institutions.

The discussions also included
cooperation in the build-up to upcoming
Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) Leaders
Meeting in Cook Islands, Conference
of Parties 28 in Dubai, the third session
of Intergovernmental Negotiating
Committee to develop an international
legally binding instrument on plastic
pollution, scheduled this November in
Nairobi, Kenya.

The Secretariat of the Pacific Regional
Environment Programme (SPREP),
works to deliver on environmental
management and sustainable
development in the region against
four priority areas: Climate Change
Resilience, Ecosystem and Biodiversity
Protection, Environmental Governance
and Waste Management and Pollution
Control.

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

in Leadership Team and the Pacific  all
Women Lead to highlight gender
issues on climate change, leadership
and on gender-based violence.

“In drawing from our Pacific On the
blueprint, the 2050 Strategy for the
Blue Pacific Continent, our Leaders
have committed to gender equality
and equity and there has been a
renewed commitment in the region
through the
Leaders Gender Equality Declaration
(PLGED) that will be tabled to
Leaders in Cook Islands next month,”
Asst. Minister Qereqeretabua said.

Revitalised Pacific

“The onus is on us as individuals

Qeregeretabua
of SPC in adopting a regional roadmap
for Pacific gender statistics with the aim
of making the lived realities of Pacific
women and girls visible through relevant
and current data for better informed policy
making.

She called on the regional partners for
their support in building a more collective
and coordinated approach in promoting an
inclusive, sustainable and resilient Pacific
that prioritises the welfare of women,
children and youths.

The 13th Conference of the Pacific
Community (SPC) was held at SPC’s
headquarters in Noumea, New Caledonia
from Thursday 26th to Friday 27th October
2023.

people, including women and girls,

in stating that their voices must be at the
centre of climate discussions and decision-
making processes.

Minister
the work

same note, Asst
commended

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)
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The Peoples’ Coalition Cabinet held
its 18th meeting this year. The decisions
made at the meeting of Cabinet include the
following

Top-Up for Final Sugarcane Payment
for the 2022 Season Crop

Cabinet approved the provision of $8.2
million to top-up the final cane payment for
the 2022 season crop.

Cabinet approved the release of $8.2
million to top-up the payment by $5 per
tonne which will increase the final payment
to $6.12 per tonne, and further increase the
total cane payment for the 2022 crop-season
to a historic record of $91.38 per tonne.

Under the Master Award, sugarcane
farmers are paid in five instalments. The
first payment known as delivery payment
is made during harvesting, the second
payment is usually made in January after
cane crushing stops, the third payment is
made in March, the fourth payment in May,
and the final payment also referred to as

“wash-up” payment, is made in October.

The final payment for the 2022 season-
crop will be paid to cane farmers before 31
October 2023.

Re-establishment of the Great Council
of Cheifs

Cabinet approved the following legislative
changes required to reinstate the Great
Council of Chiefs (GCC):

(i) amendment to the iTaukei Affairs Act
1944 to provide for the re-establishment of
the GCC; and

(i) amendment of section 15 of the iTaukei
Trust Fund Act 1944 to enable the funding
of the GCC under the iTaukei Trust Fund.

The draft amendment Bills will be
presented at the next Cabinet meeting for
review before they are tabled in Parliament.

Agreement between the  Ministry
of Employment, Productivity and
Industrails Relations and the Volunteer
Service Aboard - New ZealandCabinet
approved the execution of an Agreement

and overseas employment
: |

Cane farmers loading harvested sugarcane on a tractor. Photo: SUPPLIED

with Volunteer Service Abroad (VSA) New
Zealand (NZ).

Operating since 1962, VSA is the
volunteer development programme, funded
by the NZ Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Trade (MFAT) as part of the Aotearoa NZ
Aid Programme.

VSA operates under five broad thematic
areas as follows.

¢ Business and Economic Growth;

¢ Health and Wellbeing;

¢ Education;

* Environment and Climate Change; and
* Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Security.

The cooperation agreement will allow
the Fijian Government to engage VSA
volunteers to provide technical assistance
to community projects as well as larger
scale initiatives of Government Ministries.

The National Employment Centre (NEC)
will oversee the VSA programme under the
Agreement.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-operatives, Small and Medium Enterprises,
andCommunications, Manoa Kamikamica, with Fiji Media Council members and heads of media
organisations.Photo: SUPPLIED

By JAMIL SULEMAN

EPUTY Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-operatives, Small and
Medium Enterprises, and Communications, Manoa Kamikamica announced
a major development in the nation’s media landscape recently.
DPM Kamikamica said in April this year, the Media Industry Development
Authority Act was repealed in Parliament, thereby fulfilling the Coalition Government’s
commitment in reinstating media freedom for a more dynamic, accountable, and
independent media industry in Fiji.

“There has been a lot of work progressing to establish the Fiji Media Council, and I am
pleased to announce that the composition of this important body has been finalised.”

“The Fiji Media Council comprises a diverse group of individuals who are committed to
upholding the highest journalistic standards, defending media independence and freedom
and proactively addressing public concerns.”

DPM Kamikamica said the main goal of the Fiji Media Council was to promote self-
regulation and uphold high standards in the media industry and act as a platform for people
in the media world to talk, work together, and resolve any issues that come up.

DPM Kamikamica also congratulated, Agatha Ferei, who was as unanimously elected as
chair of the Fiji Media Council, and members of the council.

“I like to pay tribute to the former members of the Media Council whose shoes will be
very hard to fill and those of us that are here will try our best to do that,” Ms Ferei said.

“It hasn’t been any easy journey to be in this industry and there have been dark moments,
I also like to pay tribute to all journalists that have died, and suffered during the process
of trying to keep up the work of reporting and bringing information to the members of the
public,” she added.

She also said the council will examine existing policies that may require revisions or
amendments.

“The other thing is for us to move as fast as possible to bring in a complaint committee
that can run and that’s one area we will probably look in first,” Ms Ferei said

She explained that any media-related complaints will be routed to the council, which will
then take action to address the problem.

The Fiji Media Council consists of seven public members and seven media companies.

Arshad Daud, Inoke Bainimarama, Laisa Bale, Marc McElrath, Naina Ragigia, and
Shirleen Sahai are also members of the council.

Agatha Ferei is currently the Managing Director of the ‘IPA Fuagri, a professional
education service provider and has an English Language/Literature and History/
Politics background; a strong advocate for edu-communication and capacity
development of citizens and in particular women, youths and children. She has served
as the Executive Director of Caritas Fiji (2019 —2022) and the Media Watch Group
(2010 — 2017). Currently she serves as Board Member of the World Association for
Catholic Communication, (SIGNIS) and the Censor of Films in Fiji.

Inoke Bainimarama is a communications, media, marketing and sponsorship
professional having worked in Fiji, the Pacific and globally as part of the United
Nations system. He is currently the Oceania National Olympic Committees executive
director. Notably he was the public relations officer for the 2003 South Pacific Games.
Mr Bainimarama was trained at the Christchurch School of Broadcasting in New
Zealand in Journalism and Television Production and spent 15 years at Fiji Television
as a Producer/Director as well as a Programme Presenter and News and Current
Affairs Anchor. He has also participated and delivered regional media programmes
and events for the Pacific Islands News Association (PINA).

Laisa Bale has done a plethora of independent consultancy for United Nations
agencies including UN Population Fund (UNFPA), UN Entity for Gender Equality
and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women) on gender, disaster risk reduction,
conflict prevention and recovery. Notably her work on gender saw her in the role
of UNIFEM (UN Fund for Women) Pacific Regional Office: Pacific Coordinator —
CEDAW as well gender consultant for the Tuvalu Government. Ms Bale has a LLB
(Hons) from the University of Sussex, Brighton, England and a Masters in Public
Administration from the Harvard Kennedy School of Government, Boston, USA. Ms
Bale has also done independent consultancy for Fiji Media Watch Evaluation and the
Citizen Constitutional Forum.

Naina Ragigia comes from a public relations and communications background. She
worked the Fiji Police Force in various capacities including as the media liaison officer
and protocol officer. Ms Ragigia has done her Bachelor of Arts in English Language
and iTaukei Culture from the University of Fiji from where she also completed her
postgraduate certificates in Peacekeeping Studies and International Relations and
Diplomacy.

Arshad Daud is an entrepreneur who runs specialised representation and distribution
businesses in Fiji and is currently the managing director of Midlink Marketing Ltd
and of Proctor and Gamble Fiji Ltd T/A Ideal Logistics. He has a Bachelor of Arts
(Economics and Finance) from Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand. Mr
Daud was on the board of Leadership Fiji and also has an IRB Level 1 & 2 Coaching
Certificates.

Shirleen Sahai has been in the banking sector for the past 24 years and has BA in
Sociology and Psychology from the University of the South Pacific where she also
completed her Masters of Arts in Sociology. She is currently a teaching consultant at
USP’s School of Law and Social Sciences. Ms Sahai’s late father, Joel Sahai, was a
member of the last Media Council that was disbanded in 2009.

Marc McElrath owns and operates McDonald’s in Fiji and has been involved in a
number of community and business boards in Fiji including being a board member
of the Denarau Residential Estates Ltd. He has been actively supportive of Special
School’s sports in Fiji for almost 20 years and supports a number of community sports
teams. Mr McElrath is the chairman of the Ronald McDonalds House of Charities
Fiji.

Compiled by PRASHILA DEVI
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Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka with his Australian counterpart, Anthony Albanese, during bilateral talks
on enhancing the two nations Vuvale partnership. Photo: SUPPLIED

1JTand Australia have welcomed the

signing of a renewed and elevated

Vuvale Partnership representing the

principles and priorities of the two
nations and reflecting the growing maturity of
the bilateral relationship.

In a joint statement, Fiji’s Prime Minister,
Sitiveni Rabuka, and his Australian
counterpart, Anthony Albanese said the
updated Vuvale Partnership elevates their
shared commitment to tackling climate
change and strengthening our economic and
trade partnership.

It also has an increased focus on human
development, First Nations’ peoples and
culture, skills development and cyber security.

The Prime Ministers discussed the real
and existential threat of climate change and
Australia’s commitment to transforming its
economy and working side-by-side with
Pacific counterparts to achieve an accelerated
and stable energy transition.

The two leaders agreed to work closely
together and with other Pacific leaders, to
strengthen cooperation on climate adaptation
and resilience.

The Prime Ministers discussed Fiji’s
economic recovery following the COVID-19
pandemic, boosted by the high number of
Australian tourists returning to Fiji.

PM  Rabuka  welcomed  Australia’s
commitment of additional budget support this
financial year to bolster economic recovery
and reform.

The Prime Ministers recognised efficient
visa arrangements underpin people-to-people
links between Australia and Fiji.

In support of Fiji’s recent steps to launch a
new, more secure, ePassport, Prime Ministers
agreed Fiji would be provided with early
access to new mobile technologies to support
a more streamlined application service,
currently being developed.

Applying for a visa will be faster and more

flexible for Fijian visitors to Australia.

The Prime Ministers acknowledged the
mutual benefits associated with labour
mobility and agreed to work together to
overcome economic and social complexities
arising from the program.

The Prime Ministers agreed to work
together to ensure the Pacific Australia
Labour Mobility scheme reflects the
shared priorities and to strengthen skills
development partnerships to meet Fiji and
Australia’s domestic workforce needs.

The Prime Ministers agreed on the
importance of regional unity, guided by the
2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent
steered by the Pacific Islands Forum leaders.

They looked forward to working closely
together at this year’s forum leaders meeting
in November in the Cook Islands.

PM Albanese was pleased to confirm
Australia will meet Fiji’s request for the
purchase of 14 additional Protected Mobility
Vehicles (Bushmasters) to support Fiji’s
international peacekeeping operations.

Acknowledging increasing cyber security
challenges in the region, both Prime Ministers
were pleased to commit to the new Fiji-
Australia Memorandum of Understanding
on Cyber Security Cooperation, agreeing to
work together to address emerging threats.

The Prime Ministers acknowledged the
importance of the Pacific region’s aviation
sector to support connectivity and economic
growth.

With Australia’s support, the Fiji National
University will offer 10 new aviation
engineering scholarships for women and
men from five Pacific Island countries.

These scholarships will help build critical
capacity in the aviation sector across the
Pacific, which is facing workforce capability
limitations.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)

Drua teams secure new snnnsorsliin
deal for 2024 Super Rughy Pacific
Competition

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka with the Australian Minister for Defence Industry,
International Development and the Pacific, Pat Conroy, during his visit to Australia last
month. Photo: SUPPLIED

he Fijian and Fijiana Drua teams will kick start next year’s Super
Rugby Pacific competition in style, thanks to the new sponsorship
deal secured under the Australian Government’s PacificAus Sports
program.

The new sponsorship deal was launched by Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka,
and Australia’s Minister for Defence Industry, and International Development and
the Pacific, Pat Conroy last month during the Prime Minister’s tour to Australia.

“Within two years of engagement in the Super Rugby competitions, we have
seen the return of your investment and support in the lives of our families and
communities,” PM Rabuka said.

“Our young people, can now dare to dream about a life that sports can offer
them. Your contribution to our sporting teams through the PacificAus Sports
Program, which I'm told is the most successful Australian funded program in
Fiji, will contribute to the development of our people in ways we cannot imagine
right now.”

PM Rabuka acknowledged Australia’s ongoing support towards the development
of rugby at all level in Fiji.

He highlighted that it was incumbent upon the Fijian warriors to maintain the
ethos and demonstrate that true rugby obliges a greater honour than oneself,
contributing to the growth of the game that promotes unity, inclusivity and
character development.

“Today is also a special day as we acknowledge and pay tribute to the Government
and the people of Australia. It would be remiss of me not to mention the DFAT’s
(Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade) Office of the Pacific and Australian
Rugby Union. Without you, we would never have seen the rise and success of our
DRUA men and women’s teams.”

Speaking on behalf of the Australian Government, Minister Conroy said the
Australian Government understands the power of rugby that brings people
together.

“Through the PacificAus Sports program, we are offering pathways for Fijian
players, coaches and officials to train, exchange and engage with Australia’s rugby
community and this enhances our people-to-people links and deepens our bonds,
providing more opportunities for Fijian players, women and men, to compete in
elite competitions,” he said.

“I am pleased to announce today that the Australian Government will continue
its support for the Fijiana Drua and Fijian Drua to compete in the Super W and
Super Rugby Pacific competitions for the next four seasons.”

The PacificAus Sports Program is a flagship initiative of the Australian
Government, with a funding commitment of $52 million from 2019 to 2023,
which the Drua teams were a part of.

The program has committed to another sponsorship deal for four years.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)

Seasonal workers from Fiji pictured at Teys Australia in
Queensland, Brisbane. Photo: SUPPLIED

. ‘ EASONAL workers who

are presently in Australia

under the  Fiji-Pacific

Australia Labour Mobility
(PALM) Scheme have been assured of
the People’s Coalition Government’s
full support.

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka,
while visiting some workers in Teys
Australia- a meat processing company
headquartered in Queensland,
Brisbane, said the Government was
working closely with Australia to

enhance its cooperation in the labour
mobility sector.

He said that Fiji, through the
High Commission in Canberra, has
appointed liaison officers who will be
assisting seasonal workers throughout
Australia.

The visit was also an opportunity for
the seasonal workers to discuss and
raise issues such as superannuation
contributions, visas and family welfare
directly with the Prime Minister.

PM  Rabuka conveyed the

Government’s appreciation to the
seasonal workers throughout Australia
for their contributions in the form of
remittances and for assisting their
families back home.

Undertherevised Vuvale Partnership,
Fiji’s Head of Government added that
Fiji and Australia have bigger plans in
place to benefit both countries.
Office of the

(Source: Prime

Minister)
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By PRASHILA DEVI

AVING platforms such as the 2023

Agriculture Show provides us the

opportunity to not only sell our plants

but also to build network which
benefits us in the long run.

This has been the experience of Sera Tuva, 49,
from Naitutu, Namalata, Tailevu who has been
a regular at the annual Agriculture Show and
Women’s Expo that have helped her to sell plants
that she grows herself.

Mrs Tuva participated at this year’s Ministry of
Agriculture organised Agriculture Show and on
display for sale were her aloe vera, cactus, indoor
Plants, ixora and miniature plants.

“This is a hobby for me, a passion as it’s
something I like doing but it has also helped with
the bread and butter of my family. I was able to
assist my family and didn’t have to rely on my
husband,” the mother of four said.

Mrs Tuva shared that she was also able to help
her children through their tertiary education.

“Before, when my two daughters were studying
at USP (University of the South Pacific) I would
sell flowers and help them with whatever they
needed for their school. Now my daughter works
at TLTB (iTaukei Lands Trust Board),” the proud

parent explained.

On her plants, Mrs Tuva said, “I grow these
plants, we have a club in my village with 10 other
women and the club is called El Shaddai, which
means God is always with you”.

The Ministry of Agriculture, she said, has helped
in terms of the equipment and materials for the
greenhouse that all the members have in their own
backyard.

“We have individual greenhouse that we set-up
with the help of the Ministry. With the plants, we
got those on own and within our club we do this
and that to just multiply the numbers, I have more
than 100 plants.”

Mrs Tuva said they get big orders from
landscapers and hotels.

“Sometimes, when the landscapers need plants,
they call us and ask for 100 plants at once. Even
the big hotels, they make the order and we get
together to prepare for them.”

She also emphasised on the need to re-invest in
the business and be consistent.

The three-day Agriculture Show held at the
Vodafone Arena last week was a hive of activity as
farmers, plant enthusiasts, students and members
of the public were not only able to learn about the
agricultural sector but also score great bargains on
fertilisers, tools and other farm equipment.

Sera Tuva at the 2023 Agriculture Show. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

Consistent screening vital: cancer survivor

By AZARIA FAREEN

ANCER affects you
emotionally, physically and
psychologically and if family
care is not there then you miss

out on crucial support in having a positive

mindset. Reduce your risk
This was relayed by a breast cancer Ieveloping cancer by:

survivor, Miriama Rosova, who stresses

that regular screening and presenting |Weimore #Getscpeen'
sighless #Eatright 4
uKnowyournormal ;

yourself early to the hospital was key in
treating the illness.

“I was presented with some symptoms in
2017 where I felt fatigued, had heaviness
on my left shoulder, pain on my shoulder
blades, body chills, breast heaviness
and unusual discharge from the breast
and frequent infection,” Ms Rasova
highlighted.

“I was not aware of the severity and
thought it was due to stress and age
catching up as I was a primary school

areness into Action

FlJ|
# CANCER
SOCIETY

teacher and had just finished my 27th year
in the education system,” she added.

“It was 2019 when I was in Niue for
work when I got sicker. I did not present
myself to any clinic but went to my village
in 2020 and 2021 for herbal treatment and
medication from a traditional healer.”

“When it didn’t bring me any relief,
I returned to Suva in late 2021 and my
situation worsened early last year when
I had my COVID-19 vaccination,” she
added.

Ms Rosova said that the lump under her
armpit was the size of a peanut with no
pain in 2019 but after the vaccination the
tumour grew big and metastasized across
her breast and turned into a boil.

“I came to the hospital in October last
year and when I had the biopsy and other

Cancer Survivor Miriama Rosova with CEO Fiji Cancer Society Belinda Chan. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

tests done, it was confirmed that I have
cancer,” the emotional 54-year-old said.

“I had four aggressive chemo-therapy
treatment which was 21-days apart from
early December to early March and at the
end of March, I had my surgery and now I
am on medication and presenting myself to
the urology department every three months
for my review.”

“Since I was in stage 3, the doctors could
not remove all of the tumour as it was stuck
to my bone and I was informed that I will
have a high risk of reoccurrence if I am not
careful,” Ms Rosova added.

“I changed my diet and ensure that I eat
more vegetables, green and fruit smoothies,

have my quiet time to be positive and I also

keep moving and do simple exercises,” she
further added.

Ms Rosova commends that the support
of her two sisters who are in the medical
field and her two sons helps a lot. Her elder
son is working overseas and supporting her
financially so she can focus on her health.

Fiji Cancer Society chief executive
officer, Belinda Chan, notes that cancer
was the third most common cause of death
in the country.

“Fijians are impacted by all cancers, not
just breast, cervical and prostate cancers,”
Mrs Chan said.

“The most common cancers leading to
death in Fiji are ovary, bowel, prostate,

lung, leukaemia, liver, cancer of unknown

primary, cervix, uterine and breast — some
caused by our genes but majority are linked
to poor lifestyle choices”

“This year we have registered 385 cancer
patients in addition to the 470 registered
the previous year, with a similar number
each year previous to that,” she added.

Mrs Chan says that every individual’s
diagnosis is unique to them but what was
universal was the understanding of the
limited treatment options available in Fiji
if diagnosed late.

She stressed that everyone in Fiji can
play a major role in reducing or preventing
their risk of developing cancer and other
Non-Communicable Diseases by adopting

some simple lifestyle behaviours.
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ASSEMBLIES of God Primary School’s junior students (Year 1-2) in Kinoya received an educational tour of the Office of the President at the State House this week.
The students met with the Head of State, the President Ratu Wiliame Katonivere who told them about the duties carried out by his office.
President Katonivere encouraged the students to be attentive in school and to explore the different dynamics of education. Photo: ILISAPECI TUIVALE

suipport for students in 2024

By JAMIL SULEMAN

O child eligible for assistance
will be left out.
This was the assurance from
the Minister for Education,
Aseri Radrodro, at the announcement of
the “Back to School Support” for the 2024
school year at the Ministry of Economy.

“The Ministry of Education will ensure that
every child is eligible for this Government
assistance will receive the $200, as per
mode of payment that is convenient to the
families in their application forms.”

In his address, Minister Radrodro said
the Coalition Government allocated $44.7
million to help approximately 220475
students that were enrolled in the 2023
academic year.

He also urged all parents and guardians to
work closely with the heads of school where
their children will be enrolled in 2024.

“The heads of school and the District
Education Officers have been requested
and reminded of the critical role they play

in the facilitation and verification of this
initiative and application forms that they
have submitted to their respective schools.”

Minister Radrodro said heads of schools
are encouraged to send in school newsletters
to parents and guardians detailing important
information of the back-to-school initiative.

He also encouraged parents and guardians
to fill in forms accurately, as there had been
a lot of enquires by parents and guardians
in the mode of payment in the past.

Minister Radrodro also highlighted that
phone numbers and addresses need to
be clarified by heads of schools and also
parents going forward.

“Schools will receive a circular by next
week, outlining the specific roles of the
heads of school in this back-to-school
initiative.”

“We encourage parents to complete the [

forms accurately and submit it to their
child’s school as soon as possible to
facilitate the timely and accurate processing
of these forms.”

The Minister reassured parents and
that District Officers

Divisional Officers have been asked

guardians and
to closely monitor and ensure timely
submissions by the respective Heads of
schools in their divisions with families

earning less than $50,000.

Meanwhile, Minister Radrodro extended
his well wishes to all children sitting for
their external and finals at the end of this
year.

From left- Ministry of Finance permanent secretary, Shiri Gounder, with Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad, and Minister for Education, Aseri Radrodro.
Photo: JAMIL SULEMAN
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Tuvata ko viti kei
Isireli

Sikova na Koronivuli
e Vaturu o Minisita

Bose Na PM Kei
Matanitu Mai Guang-
zhou Jaina

(5]

Siko voli ena Mua
iRa ko PM Rabuka. |vakavinakataki na veiqa-

Kacivaki na gagadre me

O lravi

Minisita ni Ilavo, Professor Biman Prasad keira na lewe Minisita, vakalesilesi ecake ena vakamatanitu keira na UNDP.

Mai tavoca na matanitu o Viti ena nodra cakacaka
vata kei na UNDP se matabose ni veimatanitu
cokovata e vuravura edua na Blue Bond nei Viti ka
imatai ena Pasivika.

Qoka e salamuria tiko na gagadre bibi vumai ena
veivakatorocaketaki ni bula vakailavo kei na lewa
matau ni noda wasawasa.

Mai kacivaka na sasaga vou oqo na Minisita ni [lavo
ka Vukevuke ni Paraiminisita, Professor Biman
Prasad ena dua na soqo ena Baqge ni Ilavo Maroroi
kei Viti na Reserve Bank.

Na yavu ni vakasama oqo, me vaka na veiqaravi ni
veika vakailavo, a tekivu ena kena vakatorocaketaki

kei na tavoci ni Fiji Sustainable Bond Framework
ena 2022 ena koniferedi ni veisau ni draki ni
veimatanitu cokovata (COP 27).

“Ena itekivu ni 2023, eratou a tekivuna na Matanitu
o Viti kei na UNDP e dua na iwalewale taucoko ni
kena kilai na cakacaka vakaliuci ni matanitu.

Na cakacaka oqo a vakayacori kina na vakadidike
kaukauwa, oka kina na vakadidike ni tekinolaji-
vakailavo, vakadidike ni rawa-ka, kei na dikevi ni
veika rerevaki.

Na icavacava ni sasaga oqo a vakavuna na kena
digitaki na cakacaka kaukauwa, ka sa vakacurumi
oqo ki na tuvatuva ni ilavo ni matanitu ko Viti

2023-2024 kei na kena vakatorocaketaki e dua na
prospectus taucoko ni Bond, ka salavata kei na
dua na ivakarau ni vakadikeva kei na Vakadidike
kaukauwa.”

Vakaraitaka ko Professor Prasad na bibi ni kena
vakavinavinakataka na cakacaka vakaitamera ni
vakasama kei na vakasama vakadikevi ka sa lako
yani ki na kena cakacakataki na imatai ni Blue Bond
nei Viti.

“Vei ira na namaki mera mai vakatubuilavo kei na
kenadau ni veika vakailavo, e kilikili me kilai ni
Blue Bond nei Viti e rawati mai vei Sustainalytics, e
dua na soqosoqo ka kena dau e na vuravura raraba.”

ME TOMANI NA VAKAILAVOTAKI NI SASAGA

BALETA NA VALUTI NI VEISAU NI DRAKI

VAKARAITAKA na Vukevuke ni
Paraiminisita, Professor Biman Prasad
vei Viti ni dodonu me vakalevutaki na
ilavo se na kena vakailavotaki ni sasaga
baleta na drake veisau, ena gauna oqo
ni vakarau vavaca yani kina na COP28
na veimatanitu ena vuravura.

Sa tiko kina na tuvatuba kei na veidi-
nadinati baleta na lewa matau ni veiv-
akatorocaketaki.

Sega ni rawa ni vakanuinui vakadua

ko Viti ena nona tuvatuva vakailavo
me vukea na sasaga 0qo

O koya gona, keimami sa dau tut-
aka na kena vakailavotaki vakalevu
cake, oka kina na kena wali na veika
e vakayali ka vakacacani, vakakina na
veivuke maina veitabana vakaitaukei,
kei na veitokoni vumai na veitabana se
veis0qosoqo se matanitu.’

Kuria ko Minisita Professor Prasad
ni Blue Bond nie Viti ena vukea na

matanitu ena kena vakayacora na sasa-
ga me baleta na inaki ni vukei na draki
veisau ka sega ni guileca kina na tabana
ni veika vakailavo se vakatubuilavo ka
vukea na kena vukei vakailavo na sa-
saga ni veivakatorocaketaki.

Ena kena itinitini, a vakavinavinakata-
ka o Hon. Prasad na nona vakavinavi-
naka ki na Matanitu o Peritania kei
na UNDP ena nodra tokona na kena
tokoni na draki kei na ituvatuva kara-

karawa ni bula ni Viti me vaka ni a dua
vel ira na matanitu taumada o Viti me
yaga mai na iLavo

Marautaka ko Professor Prasad na
veitokoni kei ne vei vuke ni Matabose
cokovata ni matanitu e vuravura kei
na Matanitu mai Peritania ena nodrau

tokoni Viti
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aucakacaka ni Veiqaravi ni
Warrigal Aged Care ser-
vices se vanua nodra qaravi
kina na matua, Evia Le-
wataka mai na koro ko Tau ena tikina

‘ll ML mm
' gAVAV 'l VV
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sort mai Queensland.

Ena vuku ni imatai ni ua ni mate levu
COVIDI19 ena 2020, a tokitaki o Salaa-
ka ki Warrigal Care, e dua na tabana ni
veiqaravi ni aged Care e Gueanbeyan,
New South Wales.

“Ena gauna ni mate levu, e vuqa na

Wai mai Nadroga e vakadinadinataka
ni ivakaraitaki vinaka a vakavuna na

nona gaqa ena ruku ni Pacific Australia
Labour Mobility.

A curu ena ituvatuva oqo o Ms Evia
ena 2019 ka vakau me laki cakacaka ki
na Intercontinental Hayman Island Re-

tamata cakacaka ena tabana ni veikau-
aitaki era a vakacegui ka'u vakavinavi-
nakataka vakalevu na madigi me ‘u
vakatabui tale ena ruku ni cakacaka ni

;Ab AY’

Minisita Agni Deo, kei Evia Lewataka na lewenivanua ka vakacakacakataki tiko mai Australia, ka ratou taba tu

veiqaravi qase .

kei Mata ni Matanitu ko Viti, Ajay Amrit; kei na Vunivola Tudei ni Tabacakacaka ni Veicakacakataki, Maritino
Nemani.

ratou a sikova na Minisit-
er me baleta na vuli Hon.
Aseri Radrodro na Ko-
ronivuli ni Tikina o Vaturu
ena noa (26.10.23) me lesia na caka-
caka ni wai ni wai ni koronivuli.
Na qara sa lesi vou oqo sa dua na
cakacaka ni kena vakadeitaki ni sa
vakarautaki tu na wai me baleta na
koronivuli ena veigauna kece me
vakadeitaki kina ni sega ni tarai na
veivakavulici kei na vuli.
Sa dua talega na madigi vei iratou

sotavi ira na qasenivuli kei ira na
gonevuli ni isoqosoqo ni vuli ka sa
sivia e 100 na yabaki na nodrau qa-
rava na rua na koro o Nagado kei
Natawa kei na veitikotiko voleka.

“Au gadreva me’'u vakadinadina-
taka na yalodina kei na yalodina
ni lewai ni koronivuli. Era sa liu
tiko ena kena vakarautaki na veito-
koni kei na kena vakadeitaki na
kena vakatorocaketaki na iyaya ni
cakacaka e koronivuli” e kaya o
Radrodro.

na veiqaravi o Radrodro me ratou

a gadreva na Matanitu o Viti me raica e
dua na tiki ni Green Climate Fund (GCF)
USD1.69 billion ena kena vakatoroca-
ketaki e dua na vakatutu taucoko me wali
kina na veisau ni draki ena loma ni Great Sea
Reef (GSR).
Na Viti GCF Coral Reef Resilience Initiative
(CRRI), ka liutaka na Matanitu o Viti mai na Ta-
bana ni Veisau ni Draki me kena inaki na kena
vakayagataki me ra droinika solia e duana USD35
million ni cakacaka ka na yaga vakadodonu sara
vakalevu cake mai na 60 na pasede ni kai Viti.
Na kena vakayagataki ena tokoni mai na World
Wide Fund for Nature (THE) ena Pasifika (OF-
Pasifika) ena veitokoni mai na Fiji Development
Bank (FDB) Bage ni Veivakatorocaketaki.
E duaveiira nakenaisau era tiko kina na gonedau
lalai ka vakaitamera, dauteitei baravi kei na loma
ni vanua, kei na itikotiko era malumalumu mai
na ualuvu baravi, vakataotaki wai ni masima, kei
na so tale na ka e rawa ni vakamalumalumutaki

ena veivanua bulabula ni baravi.

Era vosa tiko ena vuli vakarautaki me tauyavuta-
ki kina na ituvatuva taucoko ni cakacaka (PPF),
na iVukevuke ni Minisita ena Valenivolavola ni
Liuliu ni Matanitu, Assistant Minister Sakiusa
Tubuna, e vakamatatataka na bibi ni veitokani
ena kena tauyavutaki na iwali tudei kei na tarai
cake ni yalodei me baleta na veisau ni draki.

“Na nomu veivosaki vakasama ena rua na siga
oqo e sega ni vakatitiqataki ni sa tuvanaki na
vakatutu me tuva e dua na ituvatuva kaukauwa,”’
e kaya o Honourable Tubuna.

“Na ituvatuva oqo ena yaco me wavu, ka semati
kina na yalayala e vuravura raraba me baleta na
vakamatautaki ni draki kei na kena vakamalum-
alumutaki na vakailavotaki ni kena tokoni na
veivakatorocaketaki ni matanitu kei na veivanua
ena inaki taumada ni kena wali vakavinaka na
bolebole bibi e semati ki na draki kei na maroroi
ni wasawasa.”

Vukevuke ni Minisita, Sakiusa Tubuna.

Siga Tabu Noveba 5,2023
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SOTAVI [RA NA LIULIU VAKAITIKOTIKO
ENA MUA IRA KO PM

“Au sega ni lako mai nikua me’u dokai ira walega na kawa i Girmitiyas, ka
ra a toki mai Viti ki na mua ni ika 18 ni senitiuri.

Au tiko eke vaka liuliu ni Matanitu me baleta na nodra tiko vinaka na kai
Viti — oka kina na nodra kawa na imatai ni tamata era a lako mai ki na
noda matasawa, kei ira mai na vuqa na ilawalawa lailai era a muri ira mai”
A wasea 0qo na liuliu ni Matanitu Paraiminisita Sitiveni Rabuka ni ratou
sota tiko kei ira na lewe ni itikotiko mai na veimataqali vanua ena Girmit
Center Hall mai Lautoka ena yakavi nikua.

Ena nona sikovi na tabana ni veiqaravi ni matanitu ena Mua ira, a vaka-
matatataka kina ko PM Rabuka ni soqoni ena yakavi oqo e inaki me vaka-
bulabulataki na veivosaki kei na cakacaka vata ni matanitu kei na itikotiko
raraba.

Ena gauna ni bose, a veivosakitaka kina ko PM Rabuka na veika bibi ni
itikotiko, vakarorogo ki na leqa, ka tuvanaka na sasaga ni matanitu me
wali kina.

A vakamatatataka na bibi ni kena vakaitavi na itikotiko raraba ena veiv-
akatorocaketaki ni matanitu ka vakamatatataka tale na yalayala ni matani-
tu me cakacaka vata me vinaka cake kina na lewenivanua kecega.

Paraiminisita Rabuka.

Ugeti ira na lewenivanua na Minisita ni Marama
Gone kei na Veitagomaki raraba ena valuti ni
dravudravua vakabibi na tarovi ni ivalavala
kaukauwa vei ira na gone kei na marama

A Minisita ni Marama, Gonelalai
kei na Veitaqomaki Raraba Hon.
Lynda Tabuya, ea laveta cake e dua
na tikina bibi me baleta na ivalavala

kaukauwa vei ira na marama kei na gone ena
nona tavoca na Siga ni Vakawabokotaki ni Dra-
vudravua ena koronivuli ni Tikina o Nailuva
ena loma kei Ra nikua (25.10.23).

Me vaka e kaya na iTalatala o Tabuya, e va mai
na lima na gone kei na rua mai na tolu na mara-
ma era sotava eso na ivakarau ni veivakacacani
kei na ivalavala kaukauwa ena nodra bula mai
Viti, ka sa dua na ka e gadrevi me ra vakarorogo
kina ena ivakatagedegede kece sara ni bula vak-

abibi na matavuvale kei na koro.
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E kaya o koya ni dodonu me lomaleqa o Viti
baleta ni rawa vakacava me tiko vei ira na
lewenivanua gugumatua ena mataqali iwili-
wili vakaoqo ni veivakacacani kei na ivalavala
kaukauwa.

E kaya o Minister Tabuya ni iwali oqo e vakatau
talega ena veika keirau vakavulica tiko vei ira na
luvei keirau vakaitubutubu ka dauveitagomaki.
E bolei ira na lewenikoro ena yasana o Ra kei
Viti me ra raica vakabibi na nodra tovolea me
ra kakua walega ni vakawabokotaki ira na dra-
vudravua ia me sotava talega na veika ni veiv-
akacacani kei na ivalavala kaukauwa kei ira na

marama kei na gone.
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Minisita ni Marama, Gone kei na Veitaqomaki Raraba Lynda Tabuya keira na ivakalesilesi vakamatanitu ena soqo ni IDEP se
vakananumi ni siga ni kena tarovi na dravudravua e Vuravura ka vakayacori ena Nailuva district school, Ra. Ko Minisita kei ira na

lalai muri vuli kei ira na qasenivuli

TUVATA KO VITI KEI ISIRELI

E vakadeitaka o Viti na kena duavata kei Isireli kei na yalodina
ki na veisaututaki e vuravura raraba ena loma ni veisaqasaqa e
rau lako curuma tiko o Isireli kei Hamas.

Na ivakarau nei Viti a vakaraitaki ena nona digidigi wale tikoga
0qo me tokona na veisau ka biuta mai o Canada kei na kena wali
walega na Matabose kei Vuravura e vakauqeta e dua na veisau ni
veivala ena kedrau maliwa o Isireli kei Hamas.

Me salavata kei na veimatanitu tale eso, a tokona o Viti e dua na
veisau ka biuta mai ko Canada ki na kena iwali.

Na amendment e kena inaki me vakamacalataka na veika
dina ka vakadodonutaki na veika e yaco, vakatakila ka vakaca-
lai Hamas ena kena tekivutaki na leqa, tauri ira na tawase, ka
vakayagataki ira kei ira na lewenivanua me isasabai vakatamata
me tekivu mai na ika 7 ni Okotova 2023 ni terrorist attack.

Na veika dina oqo era sa ka bibi me kilai kina na dina ni ituvaki
ka na tukuna na veikalawa e tarava ena kena vakasaqarai e dua
na iwali vakaibalebale. E sega ni tukuna na iotioti ni vakatulewa
ni Matabose kei Vuravura na veika dina oqo, mani digitaki Viti
kina.

Na inaki nei Viti me digitaki na veisau oya me tokona na saqati
cakacaka rerevaki kece sara, vakaraitaka na veitokoni vei ira na
tawavakabauta kei ira na lewenivanua tawacala. Ia a vakadrukai

na veisau.

Siga Tabu Noveba 5,2023
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sikova na Liuliu ni Matanitu Hon Paraiminisita Sitive-
ni Rabuka e dua na mata mai Guangzhou, ka liutaka
na lewe ni Komiti Tudei ni Communist Party e Jaina
(CPC) ena yasana ko Guangdong, Mr Guo Yonghang,
ka Sekeriteri ni Komiti ni Matanitu o CPC e Guangzhou,
Na soqoni oqo e vakanamata ki na veivanua ni veitokoni ena ke-
drau maliwa o Viti kei Jaina kei ira na mata ni kena vakadewat-
aki na nodra yalayala me vaqaqacotaki cake na veisau ni veivoli,
veitokoni ena buturara ni veiqaravi ni bula kei na veiqaravi vaka-
vuniwai, infrastructure, teitei kei na gonedau, vakadidike kei na
tekinolaji, itovo vakavanua kei na saravanua.
Era sa veisureti talega ki na Matanitu ni Veiqaravi o Vukeka me ra
sikova na People’s Republic of China kei na yasana o Guangdong
kei na siti o Guangzhou.
A vakavinavinakataka na matanitu liu o Vukea na mata mai na
korolevu o Guangzhou ena nodra taleitaka me ra sikovi Viti ka
vakadinadinataka na nodra yalayala ena nodra tomana tikoga na
nodra veimaliwai kei Viti ena veivanua ni veitokoni.

BOSE NA PM KEI MATANITU MAI GURNGZHOU JAINA

Bikeni ni nuinui na Pacific Partnership

dua na bikeni ni nuinui na veid-
inadinati sa bucini ena ruku ni
iVeitokoni Pasivika.

Ogqori na rai ka vakuria o Minis-

ita ni Veivakatorocaketaki ena taudaku ni
koro ni cakacaka kei na Leqa Tubu Koso,
Hon. Sakiasi Ditoka me baleta na Pacific
Partnership ni dua na bikeni ni inuinui.

Tomana okoya ni kaya ni oqo e vakata-
karakarataka na kena kaukauwa ka

vakatakarakarataka na yavunibula ni

yalololoma, duavata, kei na kila ka ni sega
ni dua na matanitu e rawa ni vorata na
bolebole oqo ena tu duadua.

“Na noda veitokani vata kei Amerika mai
na Mataivalu e Wai ni Amerika, na Cen-
ter for Excellence in Disaster Manage-
ment and Humanitarian Assistance, kei
USAID epitomize na neitou yalayala ki
na veivuke ni veivuke raraba kei na leqa
tubukoso.”

“Mai na veituberi, cakacaka vata, kei na

veiwasei ni ivurevure, eda sega walega
ni vakavinakataka cake na noda rawa ni
sotava na leqa tubukoso ia eda vagaqaco-
taka talega na noda rawa ni vakarautaka
na veiqaravi bibi me vaka na bula kei na
vuli”

Me tinia o Minisita Ditoka a vakavinavi-
nakataka sara ga na Mataivalu e Wai kei
Amerika kei ira kece na itokani ena nodra
veitokoni kei na cakacaka vata.

“Meda sa duavata, ka cakacaka vata, me

vakadeitaki kina ni Pacific Partnership
2023 sa yaco me dua na qaqa sega ni
vakatitiqataki rawa. Vinaka vakalevu ka
me da tekivuna na ilakolako vakasakiti
oqo ni kaukauwa kei na inuinui. Me
vukea na noda sasaga me kauta mai na
sautu, bulabula, kei na marau vei ira na

tamata e Viti kei na Pasifika”

SigaTabu Noveba 5,2023

RA laki solia o Minsita ni
Vuli, Aseri Radrodro eso
na iyaya ni veiqaravi ni
vuli vei ira na veiliutaki kei
na gasenivuli nei Ratu Asaeli Rok-
ovucago Memorial School ena koro
o sote.
Ena ituvaki ni kena vakayagataki
na ivakarau ni vuli ni itabatamata
gone, a solia kina na Fiji Hardwood
Corporation Ltd na iyaya ka okati
kina na:
- Ciwa (9) desi ni koronivuli ni vuli
kei na idabedabe ni ECE
- 15 na desi kei na idabedabe ni Ya-
baki 1 kei na Yabaki 2
- 73 na desi kei na idabedabe ni Ya-
baki 3 ki na Yabaki 8
-Rua (2) desi ni valenivolavola kei

na idabedabe

N |

( ( a iVeitokani ni Pasifika
sa ivakadinadina ni
ivau tudei ni veitokani
kei na veitokoni ka

vakaduavatataka na noda veimatanitu.”
Oqo a vakamatatataka na Minisita ni Vei-
vakatorocaketaki ena Taudaku ni Koro ni
Cakacaka kei na Leqa Tubu Koso, Hon.
Sakiasi Ditoka ena kena dolavi na Pacific
Partnership 2023 nikua ena otela ni Pa-
sifika. (31.10.23).

Ena nona vosa taumada, a kaya kina
o Hon. Ditoka ni veitokani ena vuku ni

nona cakacaka vata kei na Mataivalu e
Wai kei Amerika, e tu me ivakaraitaki
rarama ni veika e rawa ni ra rawata na
veimatanitu ni ra duavata ena nodra so-
tava na bolebole wasei, cakacakataka na
vakacegu, kaukauwa, kei na sautu ena
yasana o ya.

“Ni da sa volekata yani na gauna ni ca-
gilaba, sa dua na ivakananumi ni kena
gauna donu na itavi bibi ni veitokoni ena
kena wali na duidui ni bolebole e sotava
tiko vei keda ena Pasifika”

VAKAVINAVINAKATAKA KO VITI NA VEITOKANI ENA PASIFIKA

Siga Tabu Noveba 5,2023
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Ena nona veisiko ki na Valenibula ni
ASPEN Lautoka nikua, a wasea kina o
Paraiminisita Sitiveni Rabuka ka liuliu
ni matanitu e dua na italanoa bibi mai
na nona gauna makawa ka vakaraitaka
na nona vakavinavinakataki ira na
vakailesilesi ni veiqaravi vakavuniwai
yalodina.

Na nona veisiko e tiki ni dua na
veivakasarasarataki ena tolu na siga ki
na Wasewase na Muaira, ka tekivu nikua
ka mai cava ena Vukelulu.

Ena nona vosa, a vakamatatataka kina
ko PM Rabuka na bibi ni duavata kei na
kaukauwa, ka vakadeitaka,

“Na noda duavata ena tuberi keda ena
gauna dredre oqo, ka vakaraitaka na
noda rawa ka vakaitamera.”

A tomana o koya me vakacaucautaka
na nodra solibula na vuniwai, nasi, kei
ira kece na vakailesilesi ni veiqaravi
vakavuniwai, ka vakamatatataka na
itavi bibi ni kena dikevi vakatotolo kei
na veivuke ena veiqaravi vakavuniwai.

E dau vakaugeta vagumatua na
itikotiko liu me vakaliuca na itovo
bulabula ka tokona na veiqaravi
taucoko ni veiqaravi, ka vakabibitaka
na nodra cakacaka vata na kenadau,
daunitukutuku, kei na itikotiko raraba.
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Lewe levu na lewenivanua era laki sotavi Paraiminisita Si-
tiveni Rabuka ena nodra veisiko voli ena Mua iRa ni noda
vanua. Era laki sotavi ira na cakacaka vakamatanitu kei na
veitabana main a MualRa ka vakakina na Matabose ni Suka,
ka laki sotavi ira na lewenivanua kei na turaga ni vanua mai
keya. Ka laki sikova talega eso na itikotiko.

Siga Tabu Noveba 5,2023
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ITAKITAKI E NA LOMA NI MACAWA

Kacivaki Na Gagadre Me Vakavinakataki
Na Veigaravi Ena Kena Sotavi Na Veika E
Namaki Raraba Na Lewenivanua

sotavi ira na dauveiqaravi
vakamatanitu ena tabana
ena Mua i ra, o iliuliu ni
Matanitu e Viti, Paraiminis-
ita Sitiveni Rabuka.
Era ka vakamatatataka na kena gadrevi
me vakalevutaki na kena vakavinakat-
aki ka vakavinakataki cake na veiqa-
ravi me sotava na veika era namaka na
lewenivanua ena kena mana.
E kila o PM Rabuka na itavi bibi era
vakaitavi kina na dauveiqaravi vaka-
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matanitu ena kena cakacakataki na
matanitu kei na nodra qaravi na tamata
e Viti.

E vakacaucautaka na nodra yalodina
kei na cakacaka vakaukauwa ka vaka-
caucautaka tiko na bolebole ka sa
vakataotaka na kena soli vakavinaka na
veiqaravi.

Era a vakamatatataka na bibi ni kena
gugumatua ena loma ni tabana rara-

ba, a vakabibitaka na kena gadrevi na

iwalewale vakavinakataki, vakalailaita-
ki na matanitu, kei na vakatulewa toto-
lo cake.

Ni vakavinakataki vinaka na cakacaka,
sa nakita na matanitu me vakadeitaka
ni sa vakau sara vakatotolo na veiqa-
ravi ka sega ni gadrevi kina na kena
lokuyara.

A tokaruataka tale o PM Rabuka ni
nona matanitu ena vukea na nona ya-

layala na matanitu me vakatorocaketa-

ki na ivakarau ni veiqaravi e soli vei ira
na lewenivanua.

Oqo e oka kina na kena raici vakavina-
ka cake na veiqaravi vakavuniwai, vuli,
infrastructure, kei na veiqaravi raraba
yaga.

E vakamatatataka ni inaki ni matanitu
me tauyavutaka e dua na draki me so-
tavi kina na nodra gagadre kei na nana-
maki na lewenivanua ena ivakatage-

degede cecere duadua ni veiqaravi.

Siga Tabu Noveba 5,2023
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Mlnisita Kamikamica kei ira na ivakalesilesi ni exploring outsourcing Fiji-EXO.

VAKALEVUTAKI NI MADIGI
NI OUTSOURCING NEI VITI.

RA tavoca na Vukevuke ni Paraiminisita, Minisita
ni Veivoli, Bisinisi kei na Vakau-itukutuku, ‘
Manoa Kamicamica edua na sasaga vou baleta
na kena vakalevutakia na katuba ni volivolitaki

e Viti.

Vakatokai tiko na sasaga oqori me Exploring Outsourcing
in Fiji- EXO ka namaki me vakayacori e Viti ena yabaki
tumai ena vula ko Jiune 19-22 ni siga.

Ena nona vosa, e kaya kina o DPM Kamikamica ni soqo
oqo ena dua na ka veivakararamataki ka veisautaki ni sa
curuma yani na vuravura ni outsourcing o Viti.

“Sa dua na madigi me da vakadinadinataka taumada na
madigi kei na veisisivi na kena yaga e solia o Viti me dua
na vanua ni outsourcing.”

“Keimami sega ni maroroya e dua na sasaga ena kena
vakarautaki e dua na ilakolako ka sega walega ni tukuna ka
veivakaugeti ia e vakarautaka talega na madigi ni veisemati
vei ira na iliuliu ni cakacaka kei na kenadau.”

Vakuria ko DPM Kamikamica ni bolebole e vuravura raraba
e sega ni bau kilai rawa ia sa vakadinadinataka na matanitu

na kena kaukauwa kei na kena vakamatautaki.

Tukuna ko Minisita ni sega walega ni yaco mai e dua na
tamata cakacaka maqosa ia e dua ga na itikotiko ni tamata
yadua era sa vakatabui me ra tauyavutaka na veitokani
vakaibalebale ka ulabaleta na iyalayala ni vanua.

“Na soqo ni “EXO Viti” e sega walega ni baleta na
kena vakuwai na isema ni bisinisi, € baleta na kena
vakabulabulataki e dua na draki e tautauvata kina na tubu
vakailavo kei na toso ni bula raraba kei na noda cakacaka

maqosa sa ivakadinadina ki na noda yalayala ki na veisau

kei na noda sasaga ena veivakatorocaketaki vakailavo.”
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