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Ministers and Assistant Ministers of the Coalition Government at the end of the 2023 Parliamentary session. The next session will begin after the opening of Parliament on March 4, 2024 by the President,

By AZARIA FAREEN

OOD governance and con-
sultation are cornerstones of
the People’s Coalition Gov-
ernment.

This was highlighted by Prime Minis-
ter Sitiveni Rabuka, as he concluded the
2024 Parliamentary Session and reflect-
ed on the legislative achievements.

“We stand firm in our belief that deci-
sions affecting the lives of our citizens
should be made with their active partic-
ipation and consent,” PM Rabuka said.
“To this end, the Peoples Coalition
Cabinet approved the review of 34 laws
in our legislative program for this year,”
he added.

“Twenty-four (24) laws have been en-

acted this year by your Parliament and

almost all laws drafted and tabled in
Parliament have undergone extensive
consultations with stakeholders and
community consultation.”

“As a Government, the Peoples Coali-
tion endeavoured to respect the will of
the people of Fiji in making laws that
translate their aspirations into mean-
ingful action,” he added.

The legislative program for the 2023
Parliamentary Session focused on re-
specting human rights, passing the
2023-2024 Budget and modernizing ar-
chaic laws.

PM Rabuka underlined that the Coali-
tion Government also proposed new
laws required to adjust to the moderni-
sation of our economy and advance-
ments in technology and science.

“The Peoples Coalition Cabinet has

had 19 meetings this year and after each
cabinet meeting, we have announced
the decisions made to ensure that the
people of Fiji are informed of progress
being made, and decisions made that af-
fect their lives,” he said.

“A robust democracy thrives on healthy
debate, diverse perspectives, and con-
structive critique to ensure that the best
solutions are produced in the form of
laws from Parliament and citizens make
informed opinions and choices.”

“The active participation of the Opposi-
tion is part of the constitutional checks
and balances necessary for our democ-
racy, and I value their contributions to
national discourse,” PM Rabuka added.
“Parliament enacted crucial amend-
ments to four key laws, and agreed on
a motion to reduce travel allowances, in

Ratu Wiliame Katonivere. Photo: SUPPLIED

our commitment to transparency, in-
clusivity, and the empowerment of our
citizens,” PM Rabuka said.

“We believe it is unethical for MPs to
determine their own compensation,
and, therefore, the Emoluments Com-
mittee, engaging independent expertise,
will guide us in making fair determina-
tions on salaries and other allowances.”
“We are forging a path towards a more
transparent, inclusive, and just Fiji, and
we do so with a deep sense of responsi-
bility to our citizens and the values we
hold dear;” he added.

PM Rabuka assured Fiji citizens that
they will continue to consult, listen, and

act in the best interests of all Fijians.
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Ginger grown in Fiji for the export market.
Photo: SUPPLIED

By AZARIA FAREEN

HE export of an additional
hundred tonnes of mature Fijian
grown ginger following its
shipment for the US market has

been hailed a success.
This is after a meeting between the Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-

operatives, SMEs and Communications,
Manoa Kamikamica, with the founder of
The Ginger People and leading investors
and importers of Fiji products in California.

“The Ginger People are the largest North
American importers of Fiji value-added
ginger products and have been importing
and distributing ginger products from Fiji
for the past 11 years,” DPM Kamikamica
said.

“The Ginger People’s local manufacturing
partner in Fiji, “Kaiming Agro Processing
Ltd” also known as “Kaiming Agro” is
an agriculture based, export-oriented
food manufacturer and exporter based in
Navua.”

“The company is involved with
processing ginger value-added products,
and has thirty-eight different varieties of
ginger confectionary products, in addition
to the export of turmeric and kava,” he
added.

DPM Kamikamica relayed that the
meeting discussed support for Fiji ginger

value-added products, progressing the Fiji
ginger industry and leveraging opportunities
for smallholder ginger farmers.

“At present, our ginger sector faces
challenges in terms of market access,
excess production and future opportunities
for value added products made from Fiji
grown ginger, so our conversation centred
on purchasing some of the excess ginger
that Fiji farmers have on the ground”, he
said.

“The discussions with The Ginger
People and Kaiming Agro have enabled the
company to purchase an additional hundred
metric tonnes of mature Fiji ginger that
will be processed into value-added ginger
products for the North American market.”

“We are grateful for the support of The
Ginger People and look forward to working
with them in future — with the additional
100 tonnes of mature ginger that Kaiming
Agro will purchase, this will assist small
ginger farmers who did not have a market
to sell their ginger and make an income for

their hard work,” he added.

Kaiming Agro Processing Ltd managing,
Calvin Qiu, said that “we are buying ginger,
turmeric and kava from over 500 farmers”.

“We buy ginger from both the contract
farmers and the open market with the
aim of improving the livelihood for those
farmers living in the rural areas,” he said.

“We are currently exporting to North
America, the European Union, New
Zealand and Australia, however, we have
been cultivating this market for over 10
years now and The Ginger People is our
reliable distributor for North America.”

“We received some grant from the
government in the year 2018 to build a
cold storage and I am grateful for this
assistance,” he added.

Mr Qiu adds that the company is planning
to introduce a few new products in the
market in a year or two.

DPM Gavoka elected as chairperson of

Jrd Conference on Aviation
and Alternative Fuels

PM Rabuka apologises and clarifies

Fukushlma statement to MSG Leaders Caucus
-

Election of the Chairperson and
Vice-Chairpersons of the Conference

The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Tourism, Viliame Gavoka, takes on the role of chairperson of the 3rd
Conference on Aviation and Alternative Fuels (CAAF/3) held in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. Photo: SUPPLIED

N a milestone achievement, Fiji was

elected as the chairperson for the 3rd

Conference on Aviation and Alternative

Fuels (CAAF/3) held in Dubai, United
Arab Emirates recently.

Over 40 Ministers, 30 international and
regional organisations from a 100 countries
and thousand delegates are convening in Dubai
last week in a collective commitment to boost
global aviation’s transition towards Sustainable
Aviation Fuels (SAF), Lower Carbon Aviation
Fuels (LCAF), and other cleaner energy sources.

The election of the chairperson, conducted
by, International Civil Aviation Organisation
(ICAO) President, Salvatore Sciacchitano.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for
Tourism and Civil Aviation, Viliame Gavoka
was nominated based on his expertise and over
30 years of experience in the tourism and travel
industry, as well as, leadership positions held
in key aviation entities, including the Civil
Aviation Authority of Fiji and Air Terminal
Services.

In thanking the member states, DPM Gavoka
said, “It’s an honour to be entrusted with the
position of Chair and to represent Fiji. It is our

hope that we will work together to achieve the
main goal of the Conference which is to have a
Global Framework that takes into account the
diverse circumstances and capabilities of each
State”.

During 2023, the ICAO undertook
consultations of Member States on a Global
Framework that would facilitate the scale up in
the development, production and deployment of
aviation cleaner energies. Financial institutions
and fuel producers were also consulted on
the required actions to boost investments in
aviation cleaner energy.

Major airlines, fuel production companies,
and aircraft manufacturers are also present.

The CAAF/3 therefore seeks to consider
a global framework that responds to those
expectations and build market confidence.
Key elements of this framework include a
collective Vision for the clean energy ambition,
harmonized regulatory foundation, supporting
implementation initiatives, and concrete means
to facilitate financing so that “No Country is
Left Behind”.

(Source: Ministry of Tourism)

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka at the Melanesian Spearhead Group (MSG) Leaders Caucus
where he clarified his statement regarding the discharge of treated water from the Fukushima

RIME Minister  Sitiveni

Rabuka has extended a
heartfelt apology to the
Melanesian Spearhead

Group (MSG) Leaders Caucus for
his statement regarding the discharge
of treated water from the Fukushima
Plant in Japan.

PM Rabuka addressed the MSG
Leaders Caucus clarifying his stance
which he made following his review
of the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) report.

He explained to officials who
attended this morning’s MSG Caucus
that his earlier statement was not
intended to oppose the collective
views of the MSG nations.

PM Rabuka underlined that his
statement was a representation of a
sovereign nation’s perspective, based
on scientific knowledge.

“I want to make it very clear that
I was not opposing your collective
views. I issued that statement as a

sovereign nation’s leader’s view
based on the science.”
Acknowledging  his  previous

misalignment with the spirit of the Port
Vila Accord, which was deliberated
during the MSG Meeting in Port Vila,
Fiji’s head of Government expressed
his regret for any misunderstanding
caused.

“I did not mean to work against the
grain of the Port Vila Accord which
was discussed at the MSG Meeting in
Port Vila.”

The leaders

had  collectively

Plant in Japan. Photo: SUPPLIED

agreed to adopt a precautionary
approach, promoting open dialogue
and information sharing between the
Pacific Island Forum’s (PIF) Panel
of Experts, the TAEA, and Japanese
Experts, specifically concerning the
issue of discharging ALPS nuclear
waste water.

Additionally, the leaders urged Japan
not to proceed with this discharge
until conclusive scientific evidence
unequivocally demonstrated its safety.

Up until this point, MSG member
nations had refrained from taking
individual action on this matter,
aligning themselves with the broader
PIF countries in accepting the IAEA’s
offer to establish an elevated dialogue
mechanism with the PIF, as well as
a permanent monitoring presence at
Fukushima.

PIF countries have also collectively
agreed to include the Fukushima
issue as a standing item on the Pacific
Islands Leaders Meeting (PALM)
agenda.

The apology and the clarifications
provided by Prime Minister Rabuka
reflect a commitment to solidarity,
cooperation, and informed decision-
making among the MSG member
nations.

The leaders are dedicated to
maintaining the safety and well-being
of their nations and the Pacific region
at large.

(Source: Office of Prime Minister)
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Minister for Education, Aseri Radrodro in Parliament last week.
Photo: SUPPLIED

By PRASHILA DEVI

HE Ministry of Education is
looking to review the Early
Childhood Education (ECE)
curriculum and address issues
surrounding the salary of ECE teachers.

This was highlighted by the line minister,
Aseri Radrodro, while responding to a query
in Parliament on ECEs last week, where he
stated that this was a very crucial sector in
terms of the education regarding ECE and
some of the long overdue issues regarding
teachers’ salaries.

Minister Radrodro explained that current
curriculum being used for ECE was Na
Noda Mataniciva.

“Since 2009, this curriculum needs to be
reviewed to be on par with the changes
and demands that have occurred during the
period from 2009-2023. There was a forum
of Fiji ECE subject analysis that was done in
2022 where there was discussion to review
the Early Childhood Education curriculum
in 2023 so this will be undertaken in 2024,”
he said.

Minister Radrodro said firstly there was a
need to review the resources that have been
allocated to address the ECE as currently

there was only one or two ECE officers that
look after close to 800 ECE schools around
Fiji.

On the pay disparity for ECE teachers, he
explained that while the stated salary in the
contract was $14,000 but due to the hourly
rate of $5 paid to them and since they work
only five hours a day, sometimes their
salary only amounts to $9,000.

“So, these are the discrepancies that we
are trying to work on, for us to review the
hours of work, if they work the full eight
hours so that they can be entitled to what
they are actually appointed on, on a salary
of $14,000,” Minister Radrodro said.

Furthermore, he said after Fiji National
Educational Summit there were plans to
set up and put more emphasis on ECE
with the positions to be filled up including
of director ECE, principal officer, senior
curriculum specialist.

“The proactive steps that need to be
taken by the Ministry will contribute to the
development of our nation’s young minds
and ensuring that our dedicated teachers
who play a very important role receive a
recognition and the remunerations that they
deserve,” he said.

PM Rabhuka commends athletes’
participation at the Pacific Games 2023

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka with swimmer Anahira McCutcheon.
Photo: SUPPLIED

IJIAN athletes returning home from their participation at the Pacific Games 2023
in Solomon Islands have been commended for their hard work and dedication
in their field of sport.

In meeting the teams, Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka, said that the they
have made the nation proud with their accomplishments while representing Fiji on the
international stage.

“As someone who understands the weight of competing for Fiji, PM Rabuka said that
“these athletes carry not only the hopes and dreams of their teammates but also the wishes
and support of the entire nation”.

“Their remarkable achievements have made Fiji proud and this serves as an inspiration
to the entire nation,” he said.

“I applaud the athletes for their participation, determination, and exemplary
sportsmanship and extend my heartfelt congratulations to all the athletes for their
exceptional performances at the Pacific Games.’

“Fiji stands behind these talented individuals and wish them continued success in their
respective sports,” he added.

PM Rabuka expressed his well wishes to the athletes as they prepare for future
competitions and games.

He also encouraged them to continue serving as role models to their peers, particularly
in light of the recent parliamentary discussions on empowering the country’s youth.

“By setting examples of hard work, sacrifice, and dedication, the athletes can motivate
and inspire the younger generation to pursue their dreams and reach their full potential,”
he highlighted.

“In recognising the sacrifices made by the athletes and their families, I am thankful for
the significant commitment shown in enabling the teams to perform at a competitive level
on the world stage.”

“The arrival of these talented athletes marks another milestone in Fiji’s sporting journey
and strengthens the bond between the nation and its athletes,” he added.

The team’s arrival in the country includes the Men’s and Women’s Basketball teams,
Men’s and Women'’s 7s Rugby teams, Swimming and Weightlifting teams, and the Men’s
and Women’s Volleyball teams.

Team Fiji has emerged as a dominant force in the ongoing sporting event, proudly
securing an impressive tally of 10 gold, 16 silver, and 16 bronze medals.

The return of athletes whose competitions concluded in Week 1 and their triumphant
performances have not only brought glory to our nation but have also inspired future
generations of athletes, whilst the Week 2 sports athletes are gearing up for their events
in Honiara.

PM Rabuka was accompanied by the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade,
Small and Medium Enterprises and Communications, Manoa Kamikamica, Minister for
Youth and Sports, Jese Saukuru and Permanent Secretary for Youth and Sports, Rovereto
Nayacalevu.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)

Implementation of a new bus e-ticketing system in Fiji

HE Ministry of Trade, Co-
operatives, SMEs and
Communications together with
the Ministry of Public Works,

Meteorological Services and Transport,
the Fiji Bus Operators Association,
Land Transport Authority and other
relevant stakeholders are working on the
implementation of a new bus electronic
ticketing system.

This system intends to replace the current
electronic ticketing system (‘e-Ticketing
System’).

To this extent, a Tender with an
accompanying Terms of Reference has
been advertised on November 11,2023 and
will close at 3.00pm on 1 December 2023.

The current e-Ticketing System was

launched in October 2017 and has over 1.9
million registered cards and 2.5 million
disposable cards issued since its launch.

The system has been credited with
improving the efficiency and transparency
of the bus industry and has made it easier
for passengers to pay their fares.

The e-Ticketing System is currently used
by all 57 bus companies in Fiji — supporting
both long-haul and short-haul bus services
and is managed by Vodafone Fiji Limited.

With the current e-Ticketing system
approaching the end of its operational life,
the Technical Working Group comprising of
representatives from the two Ministries and
stakeholders have meticulously assessed
the challenges of the current e-Ticketing
System and have actively sought ways to

overcome these challenges and enhance the

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
Trade, Co-operatives, SMEs and

system, aiming to improve public services.  for

This joint effort reflects a proactive
commitment to ensure the continued
effectiveness of the electronic ticketing
infrastructure, aligning it with evolving
technological standards and the evolving
needs of public services.

All pertinent details have been carefully
gathered, documented, and incorporated
into the advertised Tender document which
was officially published.

The Tender is to invite qualified and
experienced firms, agencies, system
integrators, and solution providers to
express their interest in participating in
the procurement and implementation of a
cutting-edge Electronic Ticketing System.

Communications, Manoa Kamikamica said,
“This new system will not only modernise
the existing public transportation fare
collection processes but will also pave the
way for its expansion to other modes of
public service transportation alongside
the maritime sector, and I welcome this
unreservedly”.

Interested suppliers are invited to register
here https://www.tenderlink.com/itcs/ and
submit their expression of interest before
3.00pm, 1 December 2023.

(Source: Ministry of Trade, Co-operatives,
SMEs and Communications)

Wednesday November 29,2023
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New Ministry of Multi-
Ethnic Affairs embarks
on inclusive initiatives

The Minister for Multi-Ethnic Affairs and Sugar
Industry, Charan Jeath Singh, has given
assurance in Parliament that the Ministry’s
training programmes will be inclusive.

Photo: SUPPLIED

By JAMIL SULEMAN
INISTER  for  Multi-
Ethnic Affairs, Charan

Jeath Singh, emphasised

the intention of the newly
established Ministry to promote social
cohesion among diverse ethnic groups,
including indigenous communities.

In response to a question during last
week’s Parliament sitting on the provision
of leadership training for various multi-
ethnic groups, similar to the leadership
training offered by the Ministry of iTaukei
Affairs for iTaukei leaders, Minister Singh
assured that specific programmes would be
rolled out.

Minister Singh affirmed the commitment
to fostering inclusivity and shared that two
consultants from New Zealand, former
Fiji residents, had volunteered to conduct
consultations on key issues in ethnic
affairs without any charge.

He acknowledged the New Zealand High

Commission for generously covering
the expenses related to the consultations,
including airfares and accommodation
throughout Fiji.

Minister Singh anticipated receiving a
comprehensive report from the advisors
within the next four to six weeks.

This report was expected to outline
the framework for the Ministry and
detailed plans for its implementation,
aiding in the development and execution
of the new Ministry’s substantive work
program.

Minister Singh underscored the
significance of cooperation between
the Ministry of iTaukei Affairs and
the Ministry of Multi-Ethnic Affairs
highlighting the ongoing progress made
by the Coalition Government, with the
appointment of a core support staff
and advancements in setting up the
administrative system.

He highlighted that over 50
consultations had taken place with
representatives and leaders from various
ethnic groups, state agencies, academics,
political leaders, and key institutions.

Notably, discussions included iTaukei
Affairs, Turaga Na Roko Tui Bau,
Marama na Roko Tui Dreketi, Tui Noco,
Ministry for Education, Ministry for
Women, Children and Social Protection,
and meetings with the Prime Minister.

Assuring cooperation with other
Ministries, Minister Singh affirmed
that leveraging experiences across

government bodies would be pivotal.

The principles of consultation,
inclusiveness, and commitment will
guide the Ministry’s approach.

“The Ministry of Multi-Ethnic Affairs
is poised to initiate its substantive work
program in the fourth quarter of the
current year.”

1060 women farmers assisted through
Women in Agriculture Programme
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Students of Adi Cakobau School during the 2023 Agriculture Show. The Minister for Agriculture,
Vatimi Rayalu, said the Women in Agriculture Programme has assisted 1060 women since the 2016-

BY JESHU LAL

HE Ministry of Agriculture

through its  Women in

Agriculture programme

supported 1060 women under
various age groups since the 2016-2017
financial year.

The Minister for Agriculture, Vatimi
Rayalu while responding to a question
in Parliament last week, said 24 percent
young women between 20-35 years, 55
percent adult women between 36-55 years
and 21 percent between 56-77 years have
been assisted through this programme.

“Through the assistance provided to those
women, a notable increase in production
was recorded since 2016 within targeted
commodities such as floriculture, masi and
voivoi production,” Minister Rayalu said.

“Out of the 1060 registered women
farmers under this programme, some have
been assisted in more than one activity and
in different phases based on their progress.
Four hundred and twenty four (424)
women farmers assisted with agro-inputs
and planting materials (voivoi and masi)
have ventured into value-adding and are
currently supplying to flea markets in the
Central, Northern and Western divisions.”

Minister Rayalu further elaborated that
636 women have been registered with

2017 financial year. Photo: SUPPLIED

Fiji Arts Council and Ministry of Women,
Children and Social Protection where they
exhibit their work during the Divisional and
National Women Expo, 265 have registered
nurseries and are supplying to hotels, resorts
and municipal markets with flowers for
landscaping and beautification.

“Three hundred and eighteen (318) are
currently supplying local florists, funeral
homes and markets with cut flowers and
leaves for various flower arrangements and
bouquets,” he said.

“One hundred and fifty nine (159) are
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise
(MSME) operating road stall markets and
rented spaces to support their families and
also provide a means of employment to
other family members while 21 are nursery
operators that have import licenses where
they import exotic flowers from overseas,”
he added.

“The Ministry of Agriculture and
Waterways fully supports the participation
and empowerment of women of women
who represent 14 percent our farmers and
recognise their contribution to the agriculture
sector,” he concluded.

A sum of $300,000 has been allocated
where 200 women in 40 clusters have
been identified and the implementation is
currently in progress.

Plans for self-income generating agro-based projects

By JESHU LAL

GRICULTURE production

plays an important role in

setting up small scale agro-

processes and any surplus raw
materials to large agro-processes.

In response to a question during the
Parliament sitting last week, Minister for
Agriculture, Vatimi Rayalu, said there was a
need to shift from the over-dependence on
fresh produce exports to value adding and
agro-processing.

“This shift has already started and augurs
well for the sector given the vast distance
to these new markets with the obvious
advantage in extended shelf life of processed
products,” Minister Rayaluexplained.

The Minister said that there was also the
advantage of reduced volume and increased
value of exports.

“Australia and New Zealand are considered
to be Fiji’s largest export market for fresh
agricultural products but Fiji has the potential
to expand its export base through increased
efforts on agro- processed products, targeting
the huge markets like China and the USA.”

Minister Rayalu added that this financial
the

Development

year Commercial ~ Agriculture
(CADP)

received $1.177 million to establish

Programme

and upgrade agro-processing facilities
to facilitate the transformation of raw
agriculture products into high value
processed goods.

“This will not only address current issues
with the market access of commodities
like

pineapple but also achieve sustainable

ginger, turmeric, cassava and
economic growth through consistency in
supply, increased export competitiveness,
value addition and diversification.”

He added that Fiji needs to mobilise
resources that are needed to exploit
opportunities in the agro-processing
space.

The Ministry continues to embark on

modernising Fiji’s agriculture sector
through  agriculture  entrepreneur’s
mechanisation  and  agro-processing

through value addition.

The Minister for Agriculture, Vatimi Rayalu, has highlighted the need to shift focus from over
dependence on exported food and channel it towards value adding and agro-processing local
produce. Photo: SUPPLIED
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Market Employment Survey crucial: Radrodro

By JESHU LAL

HE curricula of universities should
continuously reflect and improve the
quality of their graduates to fit into
dynamic and diverse job markets.

In response to a question posed during the
Parliament sitting last week, Minister for Education,
Aseri Radrodro, said for a developing country like
Fiji, the market employability survey was crucial to
ensure that “we are generating a workforce that not
only meets the demand of our various job sectors, but
it complements any new markets that are presenting
itself in our fast-evolving global economy”.

Minister Radrodro said the survey would serve as a
guidance to gauge competency amongst graduates.

“Market Employability Surveys guide us on
whether our graduates are competent to meet the
job demands andwill also assist our nation identify
the areas that may need certain kind of skills. Job
markets in the rapid developing world pursue
employees with the right kind of knowledge, skills
and capacities,” he said.

The Education Minister said the Coalition
Government has made mandatory for the three
universities to submit Graduate Destination Surveys

with grant application.

“This requirement came into effect through the
2023-2024 National Budget. However, due to data
unavailability, the universities could not fulfil this
requirement for the 2023-2024 grant allocation.
They are currently working on it and will be now
required to submit these survey results for the 2024-
2025 Grant allocation and beyond.”

Minister Radrodro said that the Higher
Education Commission will work with the Tertiary
Scholarship and Loans Service (TSLS) to ensure
that scholarships and loan assistance are directed to
qualifications that are in demand and reduce for the
qualifications where students are unemployed.

He added that Technical and Vocational Education
and Training (TVET) qualifications were essentials
and special funding was allocated in the 2023-2024
National Budget.

“The Government funds for the three universities
operation and capital budgets. While they also
charge student fees, it is natural to think that if
Government funds universities, should they not
subsidise tuition fees for the local students as a way
forward,” Minister Radrodro concluded.

A detailed review of the three universities will be
carried out in 2024.

The Minister for Education, Aseri Radrodro speaks during the Parliament sitting

last week. PHOTO: SUPPLIED

By ILISAPECI TUIVALE

IJI’S school dropout range has been on average 0.5
per cent per year over the past eight years as recorded
in the Fiji Education Management Information System
(FEMIS).

This was highlighted by the Minister for Education, Aseri Radrodro
during the Parliament sitting last week where he stated that the
Ministry of Education (MoE) was working to initiate a process that
allows all students to be captured in a proper MoE system.

Strategizing early detection of dropouts was also being undertaken
by heads of schools and teachers to provide intervention.

“Our secondary school dropouts are at an average of 3.2
percent per year over the past eight years. Children and youth in
vulnerable and disadvantaged communities are particularly at risk
of educational exclusion. The recent September Education Status
Report indicated that the highest number of school dropouts from
primary and secondary education are of iTaukei male students in
rural communities,” Minister Radrodro said.

Some students who have been missing school were discovered
have been coerced into drug peddling.

“The Ministry of Education is encouraging schools to find solutions
to resolve student challenges. Sending children out of school as a
disciplinary measure will not only dump the problem to another
school, but there is also high likelihood that because other schools
refuse to take students sent home to find another school, the student
actually becomes a dropout with the possibility of soon becoming
involved in crime because of neglect and rejection issues.”

Minister Radrodro explained that the Ministry continues with
the Hope programmes, whereby extra support was being provided
to students and training for Ministry teaching staff to integrate
creative and innovative methods of keeping children engaged in the
classrooms.

“We also hope to provide more training to teachers through
our teacher training colleges in how to be understanding, kind,
tolerant and inspiring teachers with patience and tenacity to turn a
problematic student into a success story.”

Counselling hubs are available for students and teachers to not
only address students’ truant behaviour but also raise concerns and
intervention through Fiji’s Psychological Society.

The Drugs and Substance Abuse Unit of the Ministry of
Education based in Nasinu has also been engaging with schools and
communities on the problems of drug use and advocating against the
use and peddling of such drugs by students.

Revitalisation of GCC promises a

beacon of unity for Fiji’s future

By JAMIL SULEMAN

HE Minister for iTaukei Affairs,

Ifereimi Vasu, emphasised the historical

significance of the Great Council of

Chiefs (GCC) as a vital institution in
i-Taukei governance.

Describing it as a “beacon of hope, stability, and
custodianship”, Minister Vasu, while delivering
a ministerial statement in Parliament last week,
highlighted the absence of the GCC in recent years,
noting its evident impact on every village meeting
across Fiji.

He brought attention to the Government’s recent
commitment to restoring the GCC, citing the
Coalition Government’s fulfillment of its promise
through an endorsed review in March 2023.

Minister Vasu outlined the extensive process
undertaken by a seven-member review team
appointed by the Ministry, which began work in
April and concluded in July.

“The GCC review team embarked on an extensive
journey of consultation, dialogue, and discovery,
reaching every province in our island nation,” he
stated.

Minister Vasu emphasised the inclusivity of the
review process, ensuring that Fijians from bustling
urban markets to remote villages in the outer islands
had their voices heard.

The Minister underscored the importance of
weaving together diverse opinions into a coherent
vision for the future of the GCC.

The comprehensive report produced by the review
team, according to Minister Vasu, reflects a collective
resolve to address the governance vacuum.

Highlighting the recommendations as more than
mere suggestions, he explained that they form
a strategic framework for the revitalisation and
modernisation of indigenous governance structures.

The eightkey recommendations include establishing
the GCC as an independent and politically neutral
entity, re-establishing it as a statutory trust under an
act of Parliament and integrating the iTaukei trust
fund under the proposed GCC structure.

Minister for iTaukei Affairs, Ifereimi Vasu, delivering
a Ministerial statement in Parliament last week
Photo:SUPPLIED

Other recommendations involve proactive advocacy
for iTaukei interests, maintaining advisory functions
in national building and championing thematic
areas such as spiritual well-being, good governance,
economic empowerment, culture, education, health
and the environment.

Notably, one of the recommendations allocates
one out of three seats per province for women, with
provisions for observer status for ordinary citizens
and youth representatives, as well as a non-voting
seat for Christian churches.

Minister ~ Vasu  emphasised  that  these
recommendations received endorsement through
the Vakaturaga conference and the iTaukei Affairs
Board.

He acknowledged that establishing the statutory
trust for the GCC requires careful consideration and
time, and in the interim, the GCC will be reinstated
under the existing iTaukei Affairs Act.

Minister Vasu stressed the importance of the
revitalised GCC serving as a lighthouse for all
Fijians, transcending historical roots to become a
symbol of national pride and collective aspiration.

He envisions the GCC illuminating the path toward
a future rich with promise and unity for the entire
nation.
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Minister for Health and Medical Services,
Atonio Lalabalavu speaks in Parliament last
week. Photo: SUPPLIED

By PRASHILA DEVI
HE iconic Colonial War
Memorial (CWM) Hospital
turns a century old on
December 2, 2023.

Minister for Health and Medical

Services, Doctor Atonio Lalabalavu, while
laying out the events lined up to mark the
milestone, told Parliament last week of the
important role the facility has carried out
over the years.

“The CWM Hospital is not the oldest
health facility in Fiji, however, its
achievements and contribution to the
health of the people of Fiji over these
100 years is most certainly worthy of
our acknowledgment and appreciation,”
Minister Lalabalavu said.

Initially, he said, the colonial hospital
was located in Levuka, the old capital built
by the local business community with the
support of the British Subjects’ Mutual
Protection Society in the 1860s, however,
it was relocated to Walu Bay in 1894.

After the deadly Spanish influenza in
1918 that caused the demise of five percent
of Fiji’s population, he said the then
Government considered building a bigger
hospital and with the end of World War I in
1918, the decision to name it as “Colonial
War Memorial Hospital” as a memorial to

MH turns a 100!

Fijian citizens who served in the war.

“In 1923, the new CWM Hospital
was constructed and completed with
the aid of £319,500. It was officially
opened by the then Governor of Fiji, Sir
Cecil Rodwell on December 2, 1923,
Minister Lalabalavu said.

At the time of its opening the new
hospital had 108 beds with two doctors
and 27 staff in total and CWMH one,
with its numerous renovations and
extensions over the years, has 500
inpatient beds and a workforce of 2000.

“The hospital’s infrastructure has
expanded tremendously from the
original ferro-concrete building which
constituted the current West Wing of the
hospital,” Minister Lalabalavu said.

“Tertiary healthcare services like those
available in tertiary hospitals abroad are
now provided at the hospital by well
trained and competent Fijian healthcare
workers.”

Acknowledging the institution’s role
over the century where many millions of
Fiji citizens have been born, cared for,
had consultation, treated, reviewed and
discharged from the hospital, Minister
also  highlighted how
instrumental it was during COVID-19
pandemic.

On the centennial celebration, which
was formally launched on Remembrance
Day on November 11, 2023, he said the
planting of 100 trees around the hospital
and clean-up of its compound as well as
sports day for the staff were planned.

Furthermore, Minister Lalabalavu
said hospital open day on December
13-15, 2023 and gala dinner and ball
to acknowledge hospital staff and
stakeholders will also be held.

“The Ministry remains committed to
supporting the role of the Colonial War
Memorial Hospital to carry on the legacy
of services and caring irrespective of
age, gender, economic status or belief in
the next 100 years,” he said.

Lalabalavu

First national committee on poverty
alleviation to he established

Minister for Women, Children and Social Protection, Lynda Tabuya makes a point during the
Parliament sitting last week. Photo: SUPPLIED

By MEREANI GONEDUA

N an effort to continue addressing

poverty alleviation in the country,

the Coalition Government is

working on the establishment of its
first ever National Committee on Poverty
Alleviation.

The Minister for Women, Children and
Social Protection, Lynda Tabuya, speaking
in Parliament during the November sitting,
highlighted that the Government was
committed through a National Committee
to spearhead Government’s effort in
monitoring and evaluating  existing
programmes.

Minister Tabuya said the committee
will also play a critical role in providing
a national direction to the Government as
well as sectoral budget and planning with
efficient and effective economic advice
in addressing the socio-economic multi-
dimensional issue of poverty embedded
across all levels of society.

“Over the years, the the Poverty
Monitoring Unit (PMU) has been
monitoring identified poverty alleviation
programmes to gauge the impact of
Government initiatives across the four
divisions,” she said.

“These assessment surveys are carried
out through interviewing beneficiaries,

project visitation and obtaining the views of
the programme implementors.”

Minister Tabuya said the PMU had
monitored over 60 programmes from the
financial year of 2016 to 2022, the key
measures being the standard of living before
the assistance and after the assistance, the
access to services, the support systems and
income level.

“The findings of the survey which includes
project observation and challenges shared by
the interviewed beneficiaries are highlighted
to the programme implementors in each
Ministry to further assist them to improve
delivery.

She also stressed that the PMU had
proposed a way forward that will assist
Ministries.

“It will assist programme implementors to
ensure project sustainability in the future such
as, the need for comprehensive feasibility
studies by Ministries before committing
to a project, the need for project recipients
themselves to take ownership and encourage
working together, connecting farmers to
potential markets and the possibility of cost
subsidy to avoid middlemen who always
reap the fruit of farmers’ hard labour and
strengthen network in collaboration with
important stakeholders to support in the
effective management of these projects.”

Road safety education & awareness |mpacts people

By AZARIA FAREEN

he Land Transport Authority

(LTA) has spent around
$71,899.47 on Road Safety
Education and  Awareness

Programmes for the period January to
September this year.

This was relayed by the Minister for
Public Works, Metrological Services and
Transport, Ro Filipe Tuisawau, while
speaking during the Parliament sitting last
week.

“The LTA has a dedicated road safety team
visiting villages, settlements, communities,
schools and outer islands to create road
safety awareness and about $35,539.85
has been spent on community and school
visits,” Minister Tuisawau highlighted.

“About $7,356.02 has been spent on
public outreach programs such as festivals,
major public events and University’s open
day,” he said.

“Conducting Defensive Driving Courses
(DDC) throughout Fiji cost about
$11,436.07. The funds have been spent

on hiring venues to host DDC in different
towns to meet the demand.”

“About $5,189.55 has been spent on
roadside awareness programs whereby
face to face interactions and road safety
flyers are distributed to drivers, pedestrians
and passengers,” he added.

From January to September 2023, the
LTA has conducted 307 School Education
and Awareness programs impacting 55,104
people, it has provided 102 Public Outreach
programs impacting 21,075 people and it
delivered 250 Office Outreach programs
which impacted 8,269 people.

It also provided 230 Driver Roadside
Awareness programs impacting 14,480
people, led about eight (8) Stop, Revive,
Survive Campaigns in partnership with
Nestle which impacted 4,800 people, while
also delivering 164 passenger Roadside
Awareness programs impacting 34,894
people.

In addition to that, Minister Tuiwasau said
that conducting 120 Pedestrian Roadside
Awareness programs has affected 13,183
people positively while conducting 334

Minister for Public Works, Metrological Services and Transport, Ro Filipe Tuisawau, while speaking
in Parliament during its sitting last week. Photo: SUPPLIED

Community Outreach Awareness programs

has impacted 78,486 people.

“The LTA media team are continuously
rolling out road safety messages via the LTA
social media platforms such as Facebook,

TikTok and
media,” he said.

Twitter,

“LTA has been reaching out to the
corporate bodies to come onboard and join

the mainstream

in advocating road safety messages and
road safety campaigns.”

“The corporate entities have contributed
around $50,000 as
including road safety flyers in the English,

in-kind assistance

iTaukei and Hindi language with bumper

stickers and key tags,” he added.
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A heartielt remembrance:
“ASoldier's Legacy Lives On”

By NANISE NEIMILA

N this solemn day of

remembrance, as the nation

gathers to honour those who

have sacrificed their lives for
the cause of peace, we share the poignant
story of a mother and her two children
whose lives were forever changed by the
unexpected loss of their beloved husband
and father.

Six months into his tour of duty in Iraq,
Timoci Bola, a dedicated peacekeeper,
passed away at the young age of 34 in 2012.

While the perils of war are often associated
with combat, Mr Bola’s untimely demise
came not from the battlefield but from an
unexpected heart attack.

Mr Bola’s wife, Meredani, a pillar of
strength, reflects on the day that altered the
course of their lives.

“It was just an ordinary day, and then
came the news that shattered our world.
Timoci was the epitome of health, always
carrying the weight of his responsibilities
with pride.”

“His passing left us in disbelief, grappling
with the harsh reality that even in the
pursuit of peace, life can be tragically cut
short.”

As the nation commemorates the
sacrifices made by servicemen and women,
the Bola family’s story serves as a poignant
reminder of the silent battles that soldiers
face beyond the frontlines. Mr Bola’s
legacy, however, extends far beyond the
circumstances of his passing.

In her determination to keep her husband’s
memory alive, Meredani has become an
advocate for the well-being of military
families, emphasising the importance of

Tal

By AZARIA FAREEN
HE President of Lautoka
Womens Forum,  Akanisi
Sarome, has extended her

appreciation for the platform
given to women through the Fiji National
Women’s Expo to sell their crafts and build
networks.

Mrs Sarome, who sells products made out
of recycled items, explained, “I used to see
a lot of rubbish in public so I thought of
turning recycling into art and then turning
it into cash”.

“We create recycled paper beads necklace
which goes with the earrings, we use the
empty potato bags and turn it into flower
vases, while we use empty bottles to make
vases and we make use of cartons too,” she
said.

The 58-year-old said that being selected
to showcase their products at this expo
enabled the women in the group to work
hard.

Based in Lomolomo in Lautoka, Mrs
Sarome said that in 2019 she scooped the
first prize for the contemporary wedding
attire during the fashion show and she has
kept coming back since then.

From left-right; Taraivosa, Meredani and Wame were part of the Remembrance Day as they remembered their late father Able seaman Timoci Bola who
passed away while on peacekeeping duties in Irag. Photo: NANISE NEIMILA

mental and physical health support for
those serving in peacekeeping missions.

“Timoci may not be with us physically, but
his spirit lives on in the love and memories
we shared. It’s our responsibility to ensure
that the families left behind receive the
support they need,” she passionately
relayed.

The two children, Taraivosa and Wame,

ages 16 and 14 respectively, are a testament
to the resilience of the human spirit.
Taraivosa, with a determined gleam in her
eye, expresses, “Ta (Daddy) may not be
here, but he’s our guardian angel. We want
the world to know he was a hero, not just
on the battlefield, but in our hearts forever”.
As the nation observes Remembrance
Day, let us not only honour the fallen

soldiers but also extend our thoughts and
support to the families who bear the weight
of their absence.

Despite their loss, the Bolas’ enduring
strength and commitment to preserving
Mr Bola’s legacy embody the spirit of

resilience

or turns recycling to art

“Most of my recycled items are bought
by my classmates living in America and
Australia, tourists also buy it and I sell it to
some of the hotels in the Western Division,”
Mrs Sarome highlighted.

“We spend a lot of time creating the
products which are showcased here. [ am a
tailor and I normally start working at 10am
and finish at 2pm and then I devote my time
to family work,” she added.

“I expect all my items to be sold when this
expo concludes. My flower vases are priced
$40 and up, the beaded chains and earrings
are sold for $10 a pair, bags and recycled
hair accessories are sold for $5 and the wall
hangers are sold for $20 and above.”

“My sales today have been too good and I
never expected it to be this wholesome for
us,” she added.

Mrs Sarome wishes to create more
products as she conducts workshops through
the Ministry of Youth and Sports where
she teaches about 35 students comprising
children with disabilities and unemployed
youths on the benefits of recycling.

“I am having a workshop in the first week
of December with the school children
going on holiday and teaching them how to

President for Lautoka Womens Forum Akanisi Sarome showcasing the product for sale at her table.
Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

recycle used items,” she said.

“Most of our children are usually home
and this is a great opportunity for them to
learn, create art and make money through
recycling.”

“I would like to urge all the young mothers

and unemployed youths to take advantage
of the chance to learn and grow from
recycling, especially something as such
which is beneficial to the environment,”
she emphasised.
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President Katonivere launches conservation of shark
and ray sanctuary campaign

T was a day of tri-
umph and celebration
for members of the
Qoligoli Cokovata upon
the launch of the Conser-
vation of Shark and Ray
Sanctuary Campaign in
Dreketi, Macuata recently.
This campaign would en-
sure the protection of the
entrance and parts of the
Dreketi River mouth from A 74,5,
the month of November to R R
April every year, to allow " —
for endangered sharks
and ray species to spawn.

Photo: JOSAIARALAGO

rime Minister Sitiveni Ra-
buka recently, bid farewell
to the Fiji Men’s and Wom-
en’s 7s team as they pre-

pare to compete in the upcom-
ing Emirates Dubai 7s and the
Cape Town 7s in South Africa.
Prime Minister Rabuka took the
opportunity to convey the na-
tion’s unwavering support and
best wishes to the teams.

Whilst speaking to the players,
- PM Rabuka expressed the col-
b% ; " lective support of the nation to-
S wards the Fiji 7s team.

Photo: SUPPLIED.
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President Katonivere opens Macuata provincial
council meeting at Nahubu village
J "’l" ) v - f .

dd e must diligently 1 ‘ : e -
carry out our re- ?'.
sponsibilities in en- '
suring that we de-

velop and build Caumatalevu up

so the future generation would
have all they need to succeed”’

This was the message from the

President, Turaga na Tui Macuata

Ratu Wiliame Katonivere while

opening the Macuata Provincial

Council meeting at Nabubu Vil-

lage, in Namuka

Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO

HE  Minister
for Youth and
Sports  Jese
Saukuru re-

ceived a courtesy visit
from a Japanese Musi-
cian Etsuro Miyazawa
at the Ministry of Youth
and Sports Headquar-

ters in Suva recently

Photo: SUPPLIED
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‘ Repllbli; of Fiji

The President, Ratu Wiliame Katonivere delivering his opening remarks at the 24th
Fiji Business Excellence Awards at the Sofitel Resort and Spa.

By MEREANI GONEDUA

USINESS Excellence is a
mindset—a commitment
for continuous
improvement, innovation,

and the pursuit of holistic excellence.’

These
expressed by the President Ratu
Wiliame Katonivere at the 24th Fiji
Business Excellence Awards Night at
the Sofitel Resort and Spa.

“It is about setting high standards,
measuring  performance  against
those standards, and relentlessly
seeking ways to improve. Business
excellence fosters a culture where
every employee is empowered and
engaged in contributing to the success
of the organisation.”

President Katonivere highlighted
that business excellence can be
adopted by organisations of all sizes
and across all sectors.

were the  sentiments

“It is about understanding the
unique challenges and opportunities
of your business and leveraging
your strengths to achieve sustainable
growth. It is about embracing change,
adapting to new technologies and
market trends, and staying ahead of
the curve.”

He emphasised that in Fiji, as
well as in other parts of the world,
business excellence was crucial for
future growth.

“Our  local  businesses and
organisations face unique challenges,
including limited resources,
geographical ~ constraints,  brain
drain, specialised skills being scarce
and the need to compete in a global
marketplace. Embracing business
excellence allows us to overcome
these challenges and unlock our full
potential.

“Statistically, over the past 23
years, we have presented 282 awards
to organisations that have applied.
These organisations have benefited
their participation in the
awards process and have continued
to use the awards framework as an
Organisational Self-Assessment tool
for recognition.”

For this year, the main President’s
award was awarded to Fiji Ports
Corporation Ltd and Unit Trust of

from

Photo: MEREANI GONEDUA
Fiji.

UTOF Chief Executive Officer,
Vilash Chand, while receiving
the award, acknowledged the
tremendous work done by his staff.

Mr Chand highlighted that UTOF
was one of the main trust funds in
the country that had investors from
all walks of life including children.

Winners at the awards are as
follows:

Recognition for their 5-Year
Service to Fiji Business Excellence
Process:

- Jemesa Baleijamani

- Joel Abraham

- Kinisimere Koroadrau

- Salend Kumar

- Vinitesh Kumar

Recognition for their 10-Year to
Fiji Business Excellence Process:

- Maraia Vosawale

- Savenaca Raiwalui

Green Sustainability Award: Fiji
Ports Corporation Limited

Commitment to Business
Excellence Awards:

- Food Processes Fiji Pte Limited

- Kastle Fiji Pte Limited

- Tertiary Scholarships and Loan
Service

Achievement in Business
Excellence Awards:

- Zen’s Medical

- Raffle Hotel

- RC Manubhai

- Post Fiji Pte Limited

Fiji Business Excellence Prize
Awards:

-Flick Hygiene Pte Limited

-Sugar Cane Growers Fund

-Hygiene and Sanitisation
Services Fiji Limited

-Life Insurance Corporation of
India

-DATEC Fiji Pte Limited

President Award:
- Fiji Ports Corporation Pte Ltd
- Unit Trust of Fiji

By DIPESH KUMAR

N a significant development
for the Agriculture
Department at Korovuto
College, students are
buzzing with excitement as the
school proudly unveiled its latest
acquisition- a brand new tractor.

The  state-of-the-art  farming
implement, which was provided by
Car Mart Limited, will revolutionise
the way students learn and engage
in practical agricultural studies.

The arrival of the tractor marks
a milestone for the college, which
has been committed to providing

comprehensive and hands-on
education in agriculture.
Assistant  Principal, Jupendra Narayan,

expressed his enthusiasm about the new addition
to the college’s resources.

“This tractor is a game-changer for us. It opens
up a world of possibilities for our students,
allowing them to apply theoretical knowledge
in a practical setting. It’s not just a machine;
it’s a key to unlocking a deeper understanding
of modern agricultural practices,” Mr Narayan
remarked.

He shared that the $50,000 worth of equipment
received in donation, will be used for agricultural
purposes in terms of farm mechanisation for
agriculture classes and act as a modern way of
encouraging students to utilise biotechnology in
agriculture.

The school not only owns a sugarcane farm
but has started a hydroponics cultivation method
while undertaking mushroom farming with the
aid of Legalega research station.

Mr Narayan shared that with the agriculture
farm they have, they have started to look into
market supply.

Korovuto College’s Agriculture Department received state-of-the-art
farming implements that will improve the learning experience for the
students. Photo: DIPESH KUMAR

“Once we diversify in terms of hydroponics and
mushroom farm, then we will try to produce at a
larger scale. The skills are there, we only have to
diversify,” he added.

Year 12 student, Melvin Lal, shared his
excitement, saying, “It’s like a dream come
true for us. Having access to this tractor means
we can apply what we learn in class to real-life
situations. It’s not just about textbooks anymore;
we can get our hands dirty and truly understand
the intricacies of farming”.

The tractor was expected to strengthen the
college’s ties with the local farming community,
providing opportunities for collaborative projects
and knowledge exchange.

The tractor comes with a range of implements,
including ploughs, harrows and planters,
providing students with the opportunity to
engage in various aspects of farming.

This hands-on experience will prepare the next
generation of agriculturists, who will play a vital
role in addressing the global challenges facing
the agriculture industry.

Diwali spirit brings joy to cane
farmers as prices soar

By DIPESH KUMAR

N a heart-warming display of unity and

celebration, the Diwali spirit brought

unprecedented joy to cane farmers

and cutters as they rejoiced over a
significant increase in cane prices.

As the festival of lights illuminated homes
across the country earlier this month, the glow
of happiness was particularly pronounced in
the agricultural community.

The festive season has ushered in a wave of
positivity as the substantial increase in cane
prices has brought delight among farmers.

Farmers have expressed their gratitude for
the timely boost of the final cane payment for
2022 crop season of $91.38 per tonne, attributing
the positive turn of events to the Coalition
Government.

Many celebrated not only the economic
windfall but also the spirit of togetherness that
has emerged during these trying times.

Rajesh Prasad, a seasoned cane farmer from
Sabeto Nadi, shared his joy, stating, “This
Diwali feels extra special for us. The increased
cane prices mean a better future for our families
and the entire community. We are grateful for the
support and understanding from all stakeholders
involved”.

“This is what farmers have been looking
forward to for the past years, something more
for the farmers and this is what will encourage
farmers to come back into sugarcane farming.”

He shared that the price hike was seen as a
testament of the resilience and hard work of the
farming community, which has long been the

T

Rajesh Prasad, a seasoned cane farmer from Sabeto
Nadi, shares Diwali sweets with members of the
community. Photo: DIPESH KUMAR

backbone of the region’s economy.

Sharing the same sentiments, Chandar Kumar
of Keolaiya Sabeto shared that cane cutters, who
play a crucial role in the harvesting process, are
also reaping the benefits of the improved pricing
structure.

“With the increased cane prices, we are
encouraged to increase our production which
means more demand for labour. Also, the labour
charges have now increased from $25 dollars to
$30 dollars due to labour shortage. So, this is
beneficial to them as well.”

Mr Kumar attributes the rise in cane prices to
a combination of factors, including favourable
weather conditions and increased demand for
sugarcane-based products.

In the midst of the traditional Diwali festivities,
cane farmers and cutters came together to
celebrate not only the triumph of light over
darkness but also the triumph of unity and
prosperity.
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NORTH NEWS

New Bred Bank Fiji Labasa hranch
a hoost for Northern economy

(L-R) The French Ambassador to Fiji, Frangois-Xavier Léger, Bred-Bank Fiji CEO Charras-Gillot and
the Minister for Sugar Charan Jeath Singh at the commissioning. Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO
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Jreketi River and

By JOSAIA RALAGO

MORATARIUM
announced on fishing in
parts of the Dreketi River
rom November to April

The President Ratu Wiliame Katonivere with the traditional leaders of Dreketi during the
launch of the Conservation of the Shark and Ray Sanctuary Campaign.
Photo JOSAIA RALAGO

bottlenose wedge fish are listed on the
IUCN Red List of Threatened Species
as critically endangered, and that two
species, the Bull shark and the Blacktip
shark, are listed as Near Threatened,”
he said.

By JOSAIA RALAGO

NDIVIDUALS and businesses in

the Northern Division will now have

more banking options following the

commissioning of the Bred Bank Fiji
Labasa Branch earlier this month.

The Minister for Multi-Ethnic Affairs and
Sugar Industry, Charan Jeath Singh, while
officiating at the event, highlighted that one
of the Coalition Government’s aim was to
create equal opportunity for every citizen,
and such investment by the bank was a major
boost to the Northern economy.

“The Bred Bank has taken a bold step to
invest in the North, despite the presence
of five other commercial banks, thereby
supporting the Government’s commitment to
stimulate economic and social advancement,”
Minister Singh said.

“This new branch is not merely a physical
structure, it also represents progress,

brighter future for economic development,
let alone the creation of new employment.

Minister Singh added that it was
Government’s responsibility to increase
competitiveness in the market place
to promote innovation, technological
advancement and economic sustainability.

“This new premises is a great addition and
inspiration to the fresh phase of developments
happening in Labasa and indeed Bred Bank’s
presence with its financial services adds
commercial and economic value that will
empower the people of the North,” he said.

“We, as the people’s Government, welcome
the contribution of Bred Bank Fiji and its
commitment to people in the North and Fiji
as a whole.”

Bank’s chief executive officer, Thierry
Charras-Gillot, said, “This is an honourable
day and significant day for Bred Bank Fiji,
because we are fulfilling the dreams of the
Fijian people who have reached out to us to
open a branch here”.

every year, by the Qoligoli Cokovata
of Macuata will allow threatened and
endangered sharks and ray species to
spawn.

This was the announcement made by
the President Ratu Wiliame Katonivere
while launching the Conservation
of the Shark and Ray Sanctuary
Campaign in Dreketi, Macuata earlier
this month.

This is after 18 years of concerted
efforts by the Qoligoli Cokovata with
the World Wildlife Fund (WWF)
Pacific, who then roped in the
Government and the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP).

President Katonivere highlighted that
in a survey conducted by the WWF
Pacific in 2020 revealed that five
species of sharks and two species of
Ray listed on the International Union
of Conservation Nature (IUCN) of
threatened and endangered species,
were found along the Dreketi River.

“The great hammerhead shark,
scalloped hammerhead shark and the

“In addition, the two Species, the
ocellated eagle ray and the Pink
whipray - are listed as vulnerable.

“To protect these endangered species
from depletion, the Qoligoli Cokovata
Management Committee through its
Fisheries Management Plan has with
the support of the Vanua Dreketi and
Nabekavu agreed, and gave unanimous
consensus to protect the entrance and
part of the Dreketi River from the
month of November to April each year
for this endangered species to spawn.”

President Katonivere as the Turaga na
Tui Macuata is the traditional custodian
of the Qoligoli Cokovata in his capacity
as the paramount chief of Macuata.

Qoligoli  Cokovata  encompasses
four districts- Dreketi, Macuata, Sasa
and Mali, which collectively retain
custodial ownership over fishing
grounds for a section of the Great Sea
Reef, the third longest reef system in
the world.

development, inclusivity, and a bigger

TLTB opens first Bua office in Nahouwalu
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By JOSATIA RALAGO

GREAT burden has been lifted off
the shoulders of landowners in Bua,

following the opening of the new
iTaukei Land Trust Board (TLTB)

office in Nabouwalu to serve the province.

Bua paramount chief, Tui Bua Ratu Ramakutu
Nagagavoka said the opening of the office was
truly a blessing considering the hurdles people
in the province encountered to access the
services offered by the TLTB.

“With closest office being in Labasa Town,
villagers would have to travel for five hours,
leaving home on the 5am bus, which would
reach Labasa at 10am. This would allow for
a short window for them to be served at the
TLTB office and at times, they would return

empty handed as the last bus leaves the between

are grateful to the board for availing this much
needed service to the people, which means that
now they would be able to access land-related
services right in our own province, for the first
time.”

TLTB interim chief executive officer,
Solomoni Nata, said the opening of an office
in Bua aligned with the Government and the
board’s vision to decentralise services for the
benefit of people in rural and maritime areas.

“Vanua Levu is quite a large island so this is a
part of extending our service, we have an office
in Savusavu (Cakaudrove) and one here, and
hopefully at the end of the year we can have
another office on the island of Taveuni.”

He added that the board was working towards
improving their services firstly by strengthening
the relationship between the board, chiefs and

landowners.

Turaga na Tui Bua Ratu Ramakutu Nagagavoka at the opening of the TLTB Nabouwalu 1:30pm to 2pm.” Ratu Ramakutu explained.

Office. Photo JOSAIARALAGO  “This has been a long time coming and we
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(on far right) Fiji’'s envoy for the EU-OACPS relations, Ambassador Luke Daunivalu, at the official signing
of the Samoa Agreement, a new framework of partnership between the European Union (EU) and the
Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pacific States (OACPS) in Apia, Samoa. Photo: SUPPLIED

1JI participated in the signing of the

Samoa Agreement, a new framework

of partnership between the European

Union (EU) and the Organisation of
African, Caribbean and Pacific States (OACPS)
that will guide them for the next 20 years.

The Samoa Agreement replaces the Cotonou
Agreement, which has governed OACPS-EU
relations since 2000.

The signing ceremony took place in Apia,
Samoa where representatives of the OACPS
and EU were present.

The ceremony was held during a two-day
meeting of the OACPS Council of Ministers
followed by a Joint Council of OACPS and EU
Ministers hosted by the Government of Samoa.

The Agreement was signed by 44 members of
the OACPS on one part and the EU and its 27
member states on the other.

Fiji’s envoy with responsibility for the
EU-OACPS relations, Ambassador Luke
Daunivalu, represented the Fiji Government.

Ambassador Daunivalu said, “The signing
of the new agreement in Samoa is a proud
moment for the Blue Pacific Continent. The
Samoa Agreement represents a paradigm shift,
enabling Fijiand members of the OACPS to
renew their cooperation with the EU as equal
partners”.

The Samoa Agreement has a foundational
section and will be complemented by distinct
regional protocols to be tailored for Africa, the
Caribbean, and the Pacific.

Each protocol has specific governance
measures to oversee and direct relations with
the EU and each region.

Highlighting the importance of the ‘Pacific
Way’ in the formulation and implementation
of the Pacific regional protocol, Ambassador
Daunivalu explained, “We are guided in those
efforts by the Blue Pacific’s vision to be a Zone
of Peace, as declared by the Prime Minister and

Minister for Foreign Affairs, Sitiveni Rabuka,
and welcomed by the Pacific Islands Forum
Leaders last week”.

The Agreement provides for both financial
and non-financial resources that will be
channelled through the EU’s Neighbourhood,
Development and International Cooperation
Instrument (“NDICI” — Global Europe) to
implement and achieve the objectives set out
in the agreement.

It will prioritise resource allocation to
countries most in need, such as fragile and
vulnerable countries including the Small
Island Developing States (SIDS).

The parties to the Agreement will complete
their domestic legal approval processes before
depositing their instruments of ratification
and will come into force once two-thirds of
the OACPS member states and the EU have
ratified it.

Until then, it will apply on a provisional basis
from January 1, 2024 to those countries that
have signed it. This will ensure uninterrupted
engagement between the OACPS and the EU.

The Samoa Agreement was a significant
milestone for Fiji as it will strengthen its ties
with both the EU and the OACPS.

It will support Fiji’s priority developments in
areas such as climate change adaptation and
mitigation, sustainable development, maritime
security, human rights, trade and investment,
amongst others.

Immediate actions to operationalise the
Agreement will include the establishment
of institutions outlined in the agreement at
both OACPS and regional levels, along with
the formulation of rules of procedures to
govern and support the functioning of those
institutions.

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Fijians among 1st cohort of Johns Hopkins
University Pacific Fellowship
Programme 2023

(front row-seated at the centre- second from left) Director Multilateral of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Keleni Seruvatu, upon successfully completing a month-long Fellowship at
the U.S—Pacific Institute for Rising Leaders at Johns Hopkins University (JHU) School of
Advanced International Studies (SAIS) in Washington DC Photo: SUPPLIED

N October, the first cohort of future leaders from the Pacific successfully
completed a month-long Fellowship at the US-Pacific Institute for
Rising Leaders at Johns Hopkins University (JHU) School of Advanced
International Studies (SAIS) in Washington DC.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs director Multilateral, Keleni Seruvatu, Director
Multilateral and Network Coordinator of the Women in Fisheries Network— Fiji,
Adi Alani Tuivucilevu, were among 30 mid-career leaders from across the Pacific
who were invited to participate in the programme.

Ms Seruvatu’s participation was supported by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

As part of the programme, Fellows engaged with academic experts, professionals,
senior US policymakers and prominent figures from the National Security
Council, The White House, the U.S Department of State, U.S Congress, and other
U.S institutions such as the Foreign Policy magazine, The Heritage Foundation,
USAID, Peace Corps, U.S Institute of Peace, the International Republican
Institute, among others. Fellows also travelled to New York to meet with experts
from the Asia Society Policy Institute, UNDP, and the U.S Mission to the United
Nations.

The Fellowship was announced at the 1st U.S-Pacific Leaders’ Summit in 2022
and was among the initiatives under the first U.S-Pacific Partnership Strategy.

The Strategy outlines commitments that support regional priorities under the
2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent.

Washington has followed through on these commitments at all levels, beginning
with the appointment of its first U.S Envoy to the Pacific Islands Forum,Ambassador
Frankie Reed, who was tasked with expanding U.S ties and coordination with the
Forum and its members.

The U.S is increasing its diplomatic presence in the Pacific and re-establishment
of the USAID regional Pacific Mission in Fiji and Papua New Guinea, will take
diplomatic and development engagement to new levels.

Peace Corps programmes are now being re-activated for Fiji, Tonga, Samoa,
and Vanuatu, supporting communities on education, health, community economic
development, and climate action.

For the first time, a member of the U.S Cabinet, Ambassador Linda Thomas
Greenfield attended the 52nd Pacific Leaders Meeting in Rarotonga, where she
engaged with Leaders and reiterated U.S support for regional priorities.

Her visit follows previous High-Level visits to the Region this year, from
Secretary Anthony Blinken and National Security Council Advisor, Dr Kurt
Campbell.

Johns Hopkins University is renowned for producing influential and accomplished
international relations scholars, and can provide collaborative platform on
international relations issues. With an internationally recognised public health
programme, there are opportunities to collaborate to address health research and
development, technology and capacity building needs.

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Pacific Regional Framework on Climate Mobility Endorsement

a fundamental priority.

(UN) partners and non-government stakeholders.

It was a regional first, with a forward-looking intent
aimed at driving change in regards the issue of climate
change and disaster related mobility, while recognising
the right of our Pacific people to stay in their homes as

It also reiterates the commitment as a region to
strengthen collaboration and commitment to proactively
pursue efforts to anticipate, prepare for and respond

The Regional Framework, although not legally binding,
enshrines the commitment of countries to strengthen
collaboration on migration pathways that enable vulnerable
Pacific people to move safely in the context of climate
change, while assisting and protecting people at risk of
internal displacement, respecting and ensuring existing
initiatives, laws and policies are not undermined.

It also calls for relocation to be carried out in a safe,
dignified and timely manner.

(from right) Head of Multilateral Affairs for the Fiji Ministry of Foreign . . . .-
Affairs, Keleni Seruvatu, Ministry of Foreign Affairs permanent to the destructive impacts of climate related mobility,

secretary, Dr. Lesikimacuata Korovavala, Permanent Secretary for contributing to the visions and goals of the 2050 Strategy

As the global community debates how to address loss and
damage associated with climate change, the finalisation and

the Ministry of Justice, Communication and Foreign Affairs of the {51 the Blue Pacific Continent.

Government of Tuvalu, Tauisi Taupo at the Joint Working Group
Meeting for the Pacific Regional Framework on Climate Mobility.

The Pacific Island countries are already living the

Photo: SUPPLIED realities of the adverse impacts of climate change

HE Pacific Leaders’ endorsement of the Pacific
Regional Framework on Climate Mobility at
their 52nd meeting in Rarotonga, Cook Islands
brings to fruition two years of collaborative

effort by all.
These include member states, the Council of Regional
Organisations of the Pacific (CROP) and United Nations

challenging the ability as Pacific Islanders to stay in their
homes, protect their traditional practices, cultural heritage
and maintain their identity.

The Regional Framework acknowledges the intricate
link between climate change and different forms of human
mobility, emphasising the urgency of ensuring rights-based
and people-centred approaches.

endorsement of the Regional Framework sets an example
for the rest of the world to follow suit.

The Co-Chairs of the Joint-Working Group on Climate
Mobility, representing the Governments of Fiji and
Tuvalu, expressed their deep appreciation for the
exemplary leadership demonstrated by the Pacific leaders
in advocating for decisive climate action and innovative
solutions.

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)
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By AZARIA FAREEN

HELVIN Permal has been running

Rey’s Hair Dressing & Beauty

Salon for the past eight years

and notes it to be something that
comes naturally to him.

“I was thinking of expanding my business
and a friend told me about the Concessional
Loan Package offered by the Government
so I took advantage of the opportunity and
applied,” Mr Permal said.

“I didn’t have much cash flow so when I
received the $4,000 as loan, it helped a lot.
[ used the money to expand my salon by
buying chairs, making cabinets, installing
mirrors, installed an air-conditioner and paid
off my staff.”

“This was timely financial support and
[ would like to thank the government for
assisting me when I needed help the most,”
he added.

Located at Yatu Lau Arcade in Suva, the
salon receives people from all walks of life
who are visiting Suva.

Mr Permal said that he got the idea of
starting his own business by looking at a few
hair salons and the processes of running that
business.

“I have studied up to Form 6 (now Year 12)
and by profession I am an electrician. My
father used to look after the salon business
but he passed away last year in December so
I had to take over the business,” he relayed.

“During COVID-19 my business was
closed but I did not lay off any staff,” Mr
Permal highlighted.

“I would also like to advise the small
business owners to take advantage of this
opportunity and seek financial assistance
from the Government.”

“This would make it easy for them to open
up a business or grow it to its full potential,”
he added.
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Hair dressing staff of Rey’s Hairdressing and Beauty Salon. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

My business survived

2

COVID-19: loan recipient

Salon Owner Sheli Doreen in the middle. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

By AZARIA FAREEN

UDDING entrepreneur, Sheli

Doreen, has commended the

Government’s support in assisting

her to continue operating Angel
Barber Shop in Suva.

“In 2004, I did a hairdressing course from
Points Hair Salon as there was no course
offered in the tertiary institutions and I was
serious to see it through as my career,” Ms
Doreen relayed.

“There was not much demand for a hair stylist
then but in 2007 I noticed that people were
more interested in getting groomed and I felt
that there was more value to the profession,”
she added.

“By 2012, I observed that people were going
out more to get their hair styled. I gained
experience then started my business in 2019
and when the COVID-19 pandemic hit the
country, I had to close my business.”

“And since my business was closed, I had to
resort to other ways of making money to make
ends meet so I started selling vegetables,” she
added.

Ms Doreen said that she was home for about
two months and until she made a decision to do
something about her situation.

“We used to park our van near Tamavua
Hospital and sell vegetables which helped me

to pay five months’ worth rent for the salon,”
she said.

“It took me a long time to build customers
and now that most people know about fashion
and style, it is easier to get walk-in customers
t00,” Ms Doreen added.

“A friend told me about the Government’s
loan scheme and explained how to do
the application properly which I did and
after a few months I was informed that my
application was approved.”

“I was pleasantly surprised to be informed
that I would receive $5,000 as loan amount
because I was not sure I was eligible for it,”
she added.

She said that she invested the money in her
business and used some during COVID-19
and also spent some money on the market
business.

“I think this loan scheme is an excellent way
of empowering business owners, especially
women who want to be financially stable in
their choice of trade,” Ms Doreen said.

“I fully utilised the loan amount during
my hard time and I would like to encourage
people to take advantage of this scheme.”

“I also thank the Government for this great
initiative which supports the ordinary people
with dreams in Fiji,” she added.

w By AZARIA FAREEN

ECIPIENT of the Northern
Development Programme
(NDP), Madhwan Reddy, has
commended this initiative

as it provided him a leg up to upscale his
business “Labasa Farm Fresh Fiji”.
Residing in Salove, Wailevu, Labasa,
Mr Reddy started his business in 2011 on
a small scale and had about 20 workers
employed in the company at one point.

Madhuwan Reddy in his export facility

in Namara, Labasa. . .
Photo JOSAIA RALAGO 2 processing warehouse in Namara, Labasa,

“I registered my business in 2016 and built

and then I decided to take the business
forward on a big scale,” he said.

The 55-year-old said that he had applied for the NDP grant in 2018 that led to
him receiving $28,000 which enabled him to scale up and currently he has about
15 full time employees.

“I heard about the NDP grant from some recipients and was keen so I started
enquiring about it and went to the respective office to get the application form,”
Mr Reddy relayed.

“It was an easy application process but I had to wait in anticipation for the grant
to be approved,” he added.

“I buy vegetables from the farmers, process it, freeze it and export it to Australia.
The idea of exporting the produce was initiated by my brother who lives there and
is also the distributor for the company.”

“Farmers in Seaqaqa, Tabia, Nabekavu and other majority parts of Labasa are
contracted by the company to supply us their harvest and we just pick up the
produce when it is ready,” he added.

Mr Reddy said that they process jackfruit, breadfruit, coconut meat (endosperm),
bele and taro leaves, cassava leaves, bongo chillies, wild chillies, Tahitian chestnut
and beans.

“The farmers are very happy with the contract because it takes them a while to
sell their produce from the market and I buy the bulk of their produce one go,”
he said.

“When we buy from the market, the farmers make their sale and go home early
and we also get the produce directly from the farms as well,” Mr Reddy added.

“This is a great way to encourage and assist entrepreneurs to grow their business
to its full potential and support our farmers. I heartily encourage those interested
in starting or expanding their business to take up on this initiative.”

“I am also grateful to the Fiji Government for providing me with the much-
needed financial support through this initiative and right now I am looking for a
bigger place to extend my factory so I can expand my export and employ more
staff,” he added.
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Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka with President of the People’s Republic of China, Xi
Jinping at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Leader’'s Summit.
Photo: SUPPLIED

HE Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

Leaders’ Summit was the setting for the

historic meeting between Prime Minister

Sitiveni Rabuka and the President of the
People’s Republic of China, Xi Jinping.

This was the inaugural meeting between the
two leaders held on the margins of the meeting
which discussed a range of issues including the
longstanding relations between the two countries.

Key deliberations during the meeting centred on
China’s pivotal global development initiatives,
with a specific focus on the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI).

The BRI, designed to foster economic connectivity,
trade, and cultural exchange, particularly through
infrastructure development, resonated with Fiji’s
own developmental objectives, as highlighted by
Prime Minister Rabuka.

PM Rabuka said the BRI aligned with Fiji’s
agenda, emphasising the shared goals of policy
coordination, infrastructure connectivity, trade
facilitation, financial integration, and the unification
of people from small island states like Fiji.

In addition to endorsing the Belt and Road
Initiative, Prime Minister Rabuka conveyed Fiji’s
steadfast support for China’s Global Civilisation
Initiative, initiated in 2022.

He commended the initiative’s potential to usher
in a new era of modernisation and development,
granting nations control over their futures.

In the face of global uncertainties and geopolitical
pressures, Prime Minister Rabuka expressed Fiji’s
solidarity with China’s Global Security Initiative
(GSI), aimed at constructing a diplomatic and
security architecture through multilateral treaties,
alliances and institutions.

This commitment aligns with Prime Minister
Rabuka’s advocacy for the “Pacific as a Zone of
Peace,” mirroring President Xi’s vision for global
security.

Reaffirming Fiji’s unwavering partnership with
China, Prime Minister Rabuka assured continued
allegiance to the One-China Principle, a cornerstone
of their diplomatic relations.

He emphasised Fiji and China’s strong historical
ties, underpinned by shared aspirations and
common interests, fostering a comprehensive
strategic partnership rooted in mutual trust and
respect.

The discussion delved into practical matters,
including Fiji’s concessional loan with China, a
joint shipyard venture to modernise Fiji’s port
facilities and ongoing talks regarding the upgrade
and tarsealing of approximately 80km of roads in
Vanua Levu.

As the Minister responsible for Climate Change,
PM Rabuka expressed Fiji’s interest in collaborating
with China on recycling initiatives, recognising
the potential for economic incentives derived
from China’s experience in industrial recycling
processes.

In response, President Xi conveyed his sincere
appreciation for the historic meeting, affirming
China’s support for Fiji’s development initiatives
and expressing interest in funding major capital
projects.

President Xi extended an invitation to PM Rabuka
to visit China, signalling a continued strengthening
of diplomatic ties between the two nations.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)

Fiji fully supports a greener and
bluer economy: PM Rahuka

the ongoing climate crisis. It will also existing infrastructure to meet the current
complement work undertaken in other demand and also mitigate the impact of
agreements and initiatives under the climate change.

Participants in attendance at the Partnership for Global Infrastructure and Investment and Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework Forum. Photo: SUPPLIED

HE Government fully supports
a greener and bluer global
economy supported by the 2050
Strategy for the Blue Pacific

Continent.

Prime  Minister  Sitiveni  Rabuka
revealed this at the Partnership for Global
Infrastructure and Investment (PGII) and

Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF)

pillar,” he said.

to the impact of climate change.”

private capital.”

“Inadequate and outdated infrastructure

“The Pillar seeks to kick start a number constraints Fiji’s economic growth and
of innovative initiatives that enhance regional economic integration. Investment
investments with tools that can contribute  in infrastructure is a catalyst for more
to and accelerate our efforts in responding  private sector investment which drives

sustainable economic growth.”

“Towards this effort, the Government The Investor Forum, co-hosted by U.S.
is accelerating Fiji’s move towards a Secretary of Commerce, Gina Raimondo,
greener future. We are endeavouring to  and Senior Advisor to the President, Amos
mobilise and facilitate finance for green Hochstein, focused on identifying ways
investments and we are interested in to mobilise capital, unlock sustainable
exploring ways to de-risk investments, long-term economic growth, facilitate
and using development finance to unlock commercial activity, and strengthen supply

chains in IPEF countries.

The Prime Minister informed those in The 14 IPEF partners include Australia,

attendance that Fiji has launched its first- Brunei Darussalam, Fiji, India, Indonesia,

ever sovereign blue bond recently.

Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, New

Forum which was held on the margins of
the APEC Summit recently.

Realising this vision in the context of
climate change action, PM Rabuka stressed
the importance of substantial investment in
infrastructure and innovation and support
from development partners.

“The Clean Economy Pillar of IPEF will
surely contribute to addressing impacts of

“We have also partnered with the Climate
Investment Fund in the upgrading of power
stations and transmission lines throughout
the country, created new sources of
renewable energy and we funding the
electrification of islands in our maritime
zone and rural communities.”

While shedding light on the issue of
resilient trade-related infrastructure,
PM Rabuka highlighted the urgent need
for investment in new and upgrading of

Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand,
the United States and Vietnam signed
the IPEF Supply Chain Agreement and
announced the substantial conclusion of the
negotiations for the IPEF Clean Economy
Agreement, IPEF Fair Economy and the
Agreement on the Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework for Prosperity.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)
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Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka met with the Commonwealth Secretary-General, Patricia Scotland, on
the side-lines of the Pacific Island Forum Photo: SUPPLIED

RIME Minister Sitiveni Rabuka

engaged in a bilateral discussion

with Commonwealth Secretary

General Patricia Scotland on the
enduring and robust partnership between Fiji
and the Commonwealth.

In a meeting on the fringes of the Pacific
Islands Forum meeting held recently, S-G
Scotland expressed her heartfelt gratitude
for the unwavering support that Prime
Minister Rabuka and Fiji have extended to the
Commonwealth.

PM Rabuka said the bond between Fiji and
the Commonwealth was characterised by
its remarkable strength, a testament to the
leadership role that Prime Minister Rabuka
has played, not only in the present but also in
the historical context.

S-G Scotland commended Prime Minister
Rabuka for his dedicated commitment to the
Commonwealth’s shared objectives.

PM Rabuka expressed his deep appreciation
for the S-G’s commendations and the honour
he felt hearing her speak so highly of Fiji.

Reflecting on Fiji’s historical journey within
the Commonwealth, he noted that Fiji had a
period of absence from the Commonwealth
but expressed immense pride in the pivotal
role played in bringing Fiji back into this
esteemed community.

Acknowledging the unique geographic
position of the Pacific, Prime Minister Rabuka

remarked, “We are blessed in the Pacific as
we are situated far away from most other
regions, making us the furthest outpost.

“Despite our geographical remoteness, we
are immensely proud to actively participate
with the Commonwealth in times of wars and
emergencies.”

S-G Scotland extended her acknowledgment
of Fiji’s significant contributions to the
Commonwealth, emphasising that Fiji’s
work was instrumental in the creation of the
Blue Charter, particularly notable for hosting
the first Oceans Conference.

She attributed this achievement to Fiji’s
visionary leadership on the issue, which has
had a far-reaching impact.

The discussions further delved into Fiji’s
pioneering role in the development of
geospatial data systems, leading to the
establishment of warning systems and
common sensing technologies.

These initiatives have not only moved
people out of harm’s way but have also saved
lives, with Fiji and the broader Pacific region
at the heart of these critical advancements.

The discussion emphasised the importance
of ongoing collaboration in disaster
preparedness and addressing loss and damage,
highlighting the potential for Fiji to continue
walking in unity with the Commonwealth.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka met South Korea’s Minister of Oceans and Fisheries,
Seung-hwan Cho (far right) on the side-lines of the Pacific Islands Forum meeting.
Photo: SUPPLIED
RIME Minister Sitiveni Rabuka and South Korea’s Minister of Oceans
and Fisheries, Seung-hwan Cho have discussed strengthening bilateral
relations between Fiji and the Republic of Korea.
In a significant bilateral meeting on the side-lines of the Pacific Islands
Leaders meeting in Rarotonga, PM Rabuka acknowledged the long-standing
relations between Fiji and Korea, which have thrived for the past 51 years.

He expressed his enthusiasm for the ongoing acceleration of cooperation,
particularly in new areas, as both nations deepen their mutual partnership.

Highlighting the invaluable role played by the Korea International Cooperation
Agency (KOICA), PM Rabuka commended its contribution to Fiji’s national
development aspirations through the implementation of various socio-economic
development projects.

One of the key areas discussed was the collaboration to establish the Fiji National
Rehabilitation Centre for which Fiji’s Cabinet has approved the collaboration
with KOICA.

The new facility was set to enhance the quality of rehabilitation medical services
and provide access to medical care for vulnerable populations.

Looking ahead, PM Rabuka expressed his willingness to explore more extensive
cooperation with Korea in the health sector, including scholarships in specialist
medical fields and training opportunities for medical personnel.

The discussion also touched upon partnership and collaboration in the fisheries
and oceans sector.

Both leaders celebrated the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) to establish the Centre for Cooperation on Fisheries and Oceans between
Fiji and Korea, with the centre set to be based in Fiji.

Prime Minister Rabuka welcomed the elevation of regional relations to a leader’s
level through the inaugural Korea-Pacific Island Leaders’ Summit held in Seoul
in May.

He emphasised the importance of this summit as a valuable dialogue mechanism
for regional engagement and looked forward to deeper collaboration with Korea in
areas of mutual interest, including socio-economic development, climate change,
disaster risk resilience, and renewable energy.

Regarding the evolving geo-political dynamics, Prime Minister Rabuka
expressed the need for Small Island States to navigate the superpower rivalry
carefully in order to preserve their interests.

He noted the delicate balancing act required in the ever-changing global
landscape and highlighted the importance of collaboration between Fiji and Korea
in this context.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)
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Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka and Cook Islands Prime Minister,
Mark Brown, signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
on development cooperation. Photo: SUPPLIED

> -

N a historic moment at the
Pacific ACP (PACP) meeting,
Prime Minister Sitiveni
Rabuka and Cook Islands
Prime Minister, Mark Brown, signed
a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) on development cooperation.

This MOU, signed on the fringes of
the PACP meeting, further cements
their commitment to fostering closer
ties and collaboration between the
two nations and marks a significant
step towards enhancing the already
strong relationship between Fiji and
the Cook Islands.

The leaders recognise the importance
of regional cooperation and the shared
interests of their nations in various
sectors, including healthcare, law, and
the exchange of skilled labour.

Notably, thousands of Fijians have
contributed to the Cook Islands’
development, working in various
sectors, while a significant number
have found employment as lawyers in
the Cook Islands.

Simultaneously, Cook Island citizens
have served as doctors and medical
professionals in Fiji, enriching both
nations’ expertise in healthcare and
law.

PM Rabuka emphasised the
significance of this MOU, stating, “We
are forging a path of mutual support
and collaboration, recognising the
value of the contributions our citizens
make to each other’s nations. This
MOU reflects our commitment to
further strengthen these bonds”.

Prime Minister Brown added, “This

MOU is a testament to our enduring
friendship and the shared goals we
have for the prosperity and well-being
of our peoples. We look forward to
deepening our partnership for the
benefit of our nations”.

The MOU encompasses various
areas of cooperation, with a particular
focus on further facilitating the
exchange of skilled labour, sharing
expertise, and fostering economic
development.

Both leaders expressed their
optimism for the future of Fiji and
the Cook Islands, emphasising their
commitment to regional unity and the
pursuit of shared objectives.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)
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$13.9h worth of investment
estimated for Fiji

# LA Prime Minister's Internatic

Y/\Y Fii's most prestigious Business Awards

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka with staff of Investment Fiji and organisers of the International Business Awards in Nadi. (Below) With winners of the Supreme Award, Fiji Airways chief executive officer,
Andre Viljoen and, from left, Deputy Prime Minister, Manoa Kamikamica and Deputy Prime Minister, Biman Prasad. Photo: SUPPLIED

TOTAL of $13.9billion
worth of investment leads
has been estimated to be
realized in the next few
the
hardwork of business owners and operators
at the

years. Acknowledging continuos

Prime Minister’s International
Business Awards in Nadi, Prime Minister
Sitiveni Rabuka highlighted that Fiji’s
economic growth story continues this year.

“There’s been remarkable resurgence
by 20per cent in 2022, surpassing the
earlier estimates of 18.6per cent by the
Macroeconomic Committee.

“This remarkable growth was mainly
driven by the robust revival of tourism.
PM Rabuka highlighted the
update from the Reserve Bank of Fiji that

latest

projected the latest growth for this year
to be 8.2 per cent, a 0.2 per cent increase
from the previous official estimate.

The Prime Minister also emphasised
the critical role played by the private
enterprises in the collective effort in
building a more vibrant and diversified
economy.

Meanwhile Deputy Prime Minister and

Minister for Trade, Small and Medium
Enterprises and Communications, Manoa
Kamikamica highlighted that the Awards
provides a platform for businesses to
benchmark performance and service
excellence, inspire innovation, support
job creation and above all boost employee
morale in achieving more.

“Your Government firmly believes that
every business regardless of its size has

the potential to contribute to our national

growth and become leaders

in your

respective industries.

“As remarkable businesses, you have
aspired to punch above the weight in every
aspect of your venture, so I invite you to
continue inspiring and motivating other
businesses to propel themselves towards
excellence.”

“We hope that these awards will add
value to your brand and instil confidence

in your consumers, as they know you

T

have received the business

highest

recognition from the Fiji Government and
the Honourable Prime Minister himself,”
DPM Kamikamica said.

Also present at the awards were Cabinet
Ministers, Reserve Bank of Fiji Governor,
Ariff Ali and the former coach of the

Flying Fijian rugby team, Simon Raiwalui.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)
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Soqo marautaki na
2023 National
Women’s Expo 9

Donu me musu na
allowances

(@]o)

Vakatabui Na Salawai
Mera Susugi Kina Na

Veitalanoa ko Viti,
PNG kei Indonisia

-

Dola edua na valen-
ivolavol ni TLTB e
Nabouwalu

.4

a dodonu meda digova ka
dikeva keda nikua ena itavi
eda garava ena noda gauna
ni veiliutaki. Na cava meda
qarava se cakava merawa nida kua ni
muria na sala era muria oira sa ra liu
veikeda ena ivalu ka sa sivi oti.
Ogqori edua na mala ni vosa nodra na
Paraiminisita Sitiveni Rabuka vei ira
na liuliu ni veimatanitu era soqoni
main a Cook Islands mera laki bose

A Living Testimony
of Perseverance
11.11.23 - 08.12.23

Maji ni vakananumi ni siga ni kena mai cava na ivalu levu levu e vuravura ka ra maji toka mai oqori na sotia luvaisulu ni veiqaravi ena mataivalu.
Bottom left: Komada ni Mataivalu,Major General Jone Kalouniwai ena imawi kei imatau o Brigadier General Sapenapa Motufaga erau biu senikau ni vakananumi ni ivalu.

ena Pacific Islands Forums Leaders
meeting.

Eda se vesuki tikoga oqo ena veitalanoa
ni leqa ka tarai Urope tiko kei na
Tokalau e Loma. Eda sa masulaki ira
ka sa dodonu meda digia ka tuvana
na noda veiqaravi ni veiliutaki ka me
liu sara main a noda veimatanitu ena
Pasivika me tarovi kina na veimataqali
leqa ka sa yaco tiko ena so na vanua
nikua.

Era vosa tiko o Paraiminisita Rabuka
ena boseka ni Forum vei ira na
lewenibose ena siga ni vakananumi
oiranaleqaenaivalu levu kei vuravura
naba 1 kei na 2.

“Ni oti walega na imatai ni valu levu,
e yaco tale na Ikarua ni valu levu. Ka
da sega ni vulica noda I lesoni,” kaya
ko PM Rabuka.

Ni oti oya e levu tale na leqa era
kacabote ena veiyasai vuravura. Eda

sa nanumi ira kina na solia nodra bula
me baleti keda nikua mera vakayalia
nodra bula.

Nikua au vakananumi ira saraga
vakabibi ni baleti ira eda mai tugalala
tu kina nikua. Vakabibi oira na lewe
ni sotia tagane kei na yalewa ena
veiyasai vuravura ena veimatanitu ena
Pasivika.

Era na sega sara ni guilecavi mai vei
kedal!!
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Souo marautakina 2023
National Women's Expo

akaraitaka ko Paraiminisita
Sitiveni Rabuka ni dola ni
Womens Expo edua na ka
vinaka ka ni marau.
“Na soqo 0qo, e dua na marautaki ni
magqosa, taledi, kei na yalo ni itiko-
tiko, e vakamatatataka na nodra cau
vakasakiti na marama ena vuravura ni
cakacaka ni liga kei na cakacaka ni liga,”
kaya ko Paraiminisita
Na soqo ni Expo ni Marama e veiqa-
ravi me dua na vatavata sega walega

baleta talega na kena tosoi cake na veiv-
akaukauwataki vakailavo.

E vuqa vei ira na daucakacaka era tiko
ena soqo oqo era tiki ni veitokoni kei
na veivakatorocaketaki ni vanua, ka
vakaraitaka na kena rawa ni rawati na
bula tudei ena cakacaka vakavanua.
Era vulagi dokai kina na lewenivale nei
Paraiminisita Radini Mrs Sulueti Rabu-
ka. Era mai vakaitavi kina na veisoqo-
soqo ni marama ena noda va-nua.

ni vakaraitaki ni taledi ni liga ia me

Era taba na marama kei Radini PM, Sulueti Rabuka

Ugeti na liuliu ni veimatanitu mera
taura vakahibi na cakacaka ni drake

na nodra veivosaki na iliuliu ni
APEC, au a vakaugeti ira na ito-
kani iliuliu me ra taura na ikala-
wa me vakalevutaki kina na iva-

karau ni draki kei na kena cokoti vata na
veika vakailavo ena veisau kei na vakaya-
gataki ilavo vata kei ira na veimatanitu
lalai ena yanuyanu ni Pasifika.Oqori na
mala ni vosa nodra na liuliu ni matanitu
Paraiminisita Sitivenu Rabuka ena bo-
seka ni APEC Summit ka vakayacori mai
Amerika”’Na noda itukutuku ce-cere ni
leqa tubukoso ena Pasifika, na lailai ni
kena rawati na tekinolaji ni veisau, kei na
yali kei na veivakacacani tikoga mai na
veika e semati ki na draki, e kena ibalebale
ni noda rawa ni veisau ki na veitaqomaki,

tudei, kei na tomani tiko e dau vakaleqai

5

tu ga’
na kena e wasei walega-eda gadreva me

Eda gadreva oqo e levu cake mai

tiko na iwalewale kei na veito-kani vata
kei na ivurevure e veirauti ka rawa ni da
sotava kina na leqa dredre oqo, ka sega ni
cala vei ira na veimatanitu ni yanuyanu
ena Pasifi-ka.

“Sa noqu inuinui ni rawa ni da vakatau-
tauvatataka na noda gagadre ena sala e
rawa ni laurai, rawarawa ni cakacaka, ka
veivakauqeti. Ena rawati walega na noda
inaki kevaka, ni da iliuliu ni APEC, me
da cakava na cakacaka ni veivakadonui ka
liutaka na veisau ka sauma me vaka na bo-
lebole e matada’”

PM Rabuka kei na Mata Levu ni Matanitu ko Amerika e na Draki Veisau John Kerry
Kedra itaba na Iliuliu ni matanitu era laki bose ena APEC Summit.

RA vakaraitaka na liuliu ni matani-
tu Paraiminisita Sitiveni Rabuka na
nodra vakavinaka vua na liuliu ni
bose ni APEC Summitt ena nodra

solia na galala mera boseka kei na Peresitedi
mai Jaina, Xi Jinping.

“Au a taura na madigi ena iyalayala ni so-
qoni ni iliuliu ni APEC me ‘u vakayacora e
dua na bose kei Peresitedi kei Jaina, na Xi

Jinping me veivosakitaki kina na veimaliwai

balavu nei Viti kei Jaina.

Ena vukudra na kai Viti, au a vakacaucau-
taki ira na kalougata ena nona qaqa na veidi-
gidigi nei Peresitedi Xi walega oqo.

Kuria okoya ni oqo e dua na ivakadinadina,
ni “nodra yalodei kei na veitokoni sega ni
veivakayalolailaitaki na kai Jaina ena nodra

iliuliu ni raivotu”

-

PM Rabuka kei na liuliu ni matanitu ko Jaina President XI.

Siga Vukelulu, Noveba 29,2023
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$74 MILLION VAKAYAGATAKI ENA
MATANITU SA OTI MAIN A YABAKI
2014-2022

akaraitaka ko Minisita ni ILavo, Professor Biman Prasad ni
matanitu ka sa oti na nodra veiqaravi era a vakayagataka e
$74milioni mai na 2014-2022.
Oqo ena levu ni ilavo era vakayagataka na ena allowance ni
gole vakacakacaka I valagi.
Ena nona tokona tiko na veitokoni ni Matanitu me vakalailaitaka na isau
ni ilavo e saumi me baleta na ilavo ni veilakoyaki ki veimatanitu tani, a
vakaraitaka kina o Parofesa Biman Prasad ni sa vakayagataki na matanitu
e liu me rauta ni $74 na milioni na levu ni vakayagataki ni veilakoyaki ka
okati kina na ilavo e vakayagataki ena gauna ni nodra veiliutaki mai na
2014 ki na 2022.
E kaya o Parofesa Prasad mai na 2014 ki na 2022, na levu taucoko ni veila-
koyaki e vale ni matanitu e liu e $50.4 million, ia na kena ilavo e tiko ena

veimatanitu tani e $24 million.

Tukuna okoya ni Liuliu ni Ito ni Veisaqa, esa vakalecaleca tiko nona saqa- HON. PROF. BIMAN |
ta na sasaga oqo baleta ni okoya e wili talega ena veiliutaki ena yabaki ni

2014-2022.

PRASAD

,
| oN-siRoM - Z

Era vakarorogo na lewenibose ena Palimedi ena dua nodra veitalanoa

RA sa vakadonuia ena Bose Lawa na
lewenibose me sa vakalailaitaki na no-
dra allowance na Minisita kei na lewe
ni Palimedi nodra gole ki vala-gi.Oqo
me na tekivu taki ena Tiseba 1st 2023.
Vakaraitaka ko Paraiminisita Sitiveni Rabuka
ena nona kaciva me va-kalailaitaki na allowanc-
es 0qo ni sa rui sau levu me vaka ni vakamuria
tiko na 2014 Parliamentary Renumerations Act
2014.
Ka solia kina vua na Paraiminisita na UNDP

rate ni subsistence allowance plus 100 pasede
ka veimuria sobu mai veira na Minisita ena Ke-
bineti 50 pasede, Vukevuke ni MlInisita ena 25
pasede. Oira na liuliu ni Ito ni Veisaga e 50 na
pasede ka 25 na pasede oira oira na leweni Pali-
medi wil-ikina oira na Minisita kei ira na veiqa-
ravi ena Palimedi era dabe ena 24 na pasede.
Tukuna ko Paraiminisita ni veisau oqo ena teki-
vutaki ena 1st Tiseba 2023 ka nanumi me san a
vakarautaki mai kina na ripote ni komiti ni isau
nodra na lewe ni Palimedi.

PM Rabuka ena nodra vosa e Palimedi,

MUSU NA ISAU NI
ALLOWANGE NI MINISITA

Minisita Kamikamica e tukuna ni sa musu na nona allowances.

akaraitaka na Minisita ni Veivoli, Vakauitukutuku
kei na Saravanua Manoa Kamikamica ni sa musuka
okoya na nona allowance ni gole I valagi vaka Minis-
ita ena gauna eratou curu kina meratou veiliutaki

vakamatanitu.

Oqo ena 100 na pasede mai na levu ni ilavo ni allowance era
taura taumada na Minisita ena matanitu e liu ni bera nodra curu
mai.

Vakaraitaka ko koya na tikina oqo ena Bose Lawa ena nodra
veitalanoataka na tikina oqo, ena mosoni mai vua na Para-
iminisita Sitivenu Rabuka me sa musu na allowance kece ni
Minisita ena nodra gole vakacakacaka i valagi.

Kuria o Minisita Kamikamica ni ra vakamuria talega na Minis-
ita ni matanitu na kena musu na allowance oqo ia esa dodonu
me se caka makawa saraga.

Tukuna talega ko koya ni matanitu sa oti era a dau caka ilavo
saraga kina na Minisita ena gauna era gole kina i valagi.

Esa kerea oti okoya ena vula o Evereli me veisautaki na tikina
oqo ia ea qai tukuni vua ni dodonu me kau tale ena komiti ni
isau ni tamata cakacaka ena bose lawa ia sa rui taura edua na
gauna balavu.

Tukuna talega ko Minisita Kamikamica ni dua na nodratou iya-

Siga Vukelulu, Noveba 29,2023
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RA tavoca na turaga na iTaukei kei Bolatagane,
Peresitedi ni noda va-nua Ratu Wiliame Ka-
tonivere na kena vakatabui na salaniwai mera
susugi kina na gio.

0Oqo ena nodra sasaga na soqosoqo ni qoliqoli cokovata
e Macuata na nuitaki me vukea na kena susugi ka taqo-
maki na luveni gio era dau vakasucumi ena gusuni uci-
wai na Dreketi main a vula ko November kina Evereli.
Vakaraitaka ko Ratu Wiliame ni nodra vakadidike na
kenadau ena World Wildlife Fund Pacific ena 2020
e vakatakilai kina ni 5 na qio kei na 2 na vai ena kena
mataqali era sa voleka tiko ni kawaboko baleta ni ra sa
lailai talega na kedra wiliwili.

Na vanua ko Dreketi kei Nabekavu erau sa vakadonua
vata merau tokona na sasaga 0qo.

Ko Peresitedi, Ratu Wiliame era itaukei ni Qoliqoli co-
kovata ena nodra itu-tu vakavanua na Turaga na Tui

Macuata

VAKATABUI NA SALAWAI MERA SUSUGI KINA NA Q10
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ERA laki vulagi dokai na Peresitedi
ni noda vanua, Ratu Wiliame Katoni-
vere ena siga ni qoliqoli e vuravura ka
vakananumi main a koro ko Nabubu e
Namuka.

Era tiko maliwai Ratu Wiliame na veiliu-

liu vakavanua e Macuata, ivakalesi-lesi

vakamatanitu, lewenivanua kei ira na
s0qosoqo ni veiqaravi ena taudaku ni
matanitu me vaka ni vakayacori tiko na
bose ni yasana ko Macuata.

Vakaraitaka ko Ratu Wiliame ni vurevure
ni rawaka vakalailavo kei na bu-la ena

veisiga veira na lewenivanua e Macuata

sa i koya na waitui. Na Cakaulevu edua
na qoliqoli levu duadua ena noda vanua
ka tiko ena lo-ma ni yasana.

Kuria ko koya ni sa kena gauna donu me
sa vakayacori na veiva-katorocaketaki
lewa matau ena veiyaubula baleta ena

kauta mai na veisau ni bula.

Oqo e salavata kei na dua na ituvatuva
ni veivakatorocaketaki a droin-itaka na
Matabose ni Qoliqoli ka vakatakila ni
rawa ni rawati duadua e dua na ka e na-
maki ena $100 na milioni mai na iqoliqo-
li.

Siga Vukelulu,Noveba 29,2023

MERA VUKEI NA MARAMA ENA NODRA S000
NI VAKARRITAKI CAKRCAKA Ni LIGA

e

ODRA soqo ni vakaraitaki cakacaka ni liga na
marama edua na soqo ka na vukei ira na marama
ena loma ni 3 na siga oqo
Vakaraitaka na Minisita ni Marama, Gone kei na
Taqomaki ni raraba ni lewenivanua, Lydna Tabuya ni soqo ni
national womens expo esa kilai tiko ni dau vukei ira vakalevu
na marama.
Era 360 vakacaca na marama era sotasota voli mai na vanua
ni soqo oqori, ka sa ivakaraitaki ni yalo ni sasaga kaukauwa
nodra
na marama mera dau qarava na nodra cakacaka vakamarama
ka vakauasivi ena nodra cakacaka ni liga ka mera mai vakara-
itaka na kena uasivi ka rairai vinaka ena soqo oqo.
Vakaraitaka ko Minisita ni Marama, ni nodra tabana esa sa-
saga tikoga me laveta cake na veiqaravi ena soqo me vaka nia
tekivu ena 2014 ena gauna nei vuniwai Dr Jiko Luveni ka sa
vakacegu oti.
Na soqo oqori edua veira na soqo namaki ena tuvatuva ni
matanitu ka dina ga ni a mai cegu toka ena gauna ni CO-
VID-19.
Kuria ko Minisita Tabuya ni okoya ea sasaga vakaukauwa me
vakalesui main a soqo oqo me baleti ira na marama ena noda
vanua.
Oira na marama era dau vakaitavi ena bisinisi ni cakacaka ni
liga kei na cula I sulu ena noda vanua ka oqo edua na soqo era
dau vukei kina ka uqeti ka tuberi kina.

— .?tg

| o "

Siga Vukelulu,Noveba 29,2023
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A boseka ni APEC Summit

ka vakayacori mai e San

Franscisco Amerika edua

na bose vinaka me vaka ni
solia na gauna vei ira na veimatanitu mera
veitalanoa.

Era boseka kina na Paraiminisita Sitiveni
Rabuka kei na liuliu ni matanitu ko Papua
New Guinea o James Marape kei na
Peresitedi ni Idonisia, o Joko Widodo.

Ogqo na imatai ni gauna meratou boseka
kina na liuliu ni matanito e tolu ni oti na
bose ni MSG kei na nodrau digitaki na
liuliu e rua ni matanitu o Viti kei PNG.

Eratou duavata mera rokova na
veimatanitu kei na veidodonu eso e
salamuria mai.

Ni o Idonisia e dua na itokani bibi me
baleta na veimatanitu ena yanuyanu ena
Pasifika ka tiko na kena isema ki na MSG.

Sa ka bibi sara na bose me
vakabulabulataki kina na veivosaki dina
ena ivakatagedegede ni iliuliu ni matanitu.

Sa veisureti o Peresitedi ni Idonisia vei
rau na rua na Matanitu me rau sikova
na nona vanua, me tiki ni nona sasaga
me vaqaqacotaki na veimaliwai vaka-
matanitu.

RAU mai sota na liuliu ni matanitu ko Viti,
Paraiminisita Sitiveni Rabuka kei na Peresitedi
ni matanitu ko Jaina, Xi Jinping.

Dua bau na nodrau gagadre oya na kena va-
kavinakataki tikoga na isema vakamatanitu ka
vakakina na na isema vakatamata.

Rau mai sota na liuliu e rua ena boseka ni
APEC Summit ka vakayacori mai Amerika.
Era vakadeitaka ko PM Rabuka na nodra vei-
wekani vei na matanitu ko Jaina. Ka lagita na
liuliu ni matanitu ko Jaina, President Xi ena no-
dra rawata tale nodra qaqa ena veidigidigi levu
mai Jaina.

Usutu ni nodrau veitalanoa na liuliu erua oya

na veiqaravi nei Jaina ena veivakatorocaketaki

ena vuravura ka wilikina na Belt and Road ini-
tiative (BRI)

Ogo na ituvatuva nei Jaina ena kena laveti cake
na veiqaravi ni vakatubuilavo ka veisemati kei
na tuvatuva nei Vitim me vaka era kacivaka na
PM.

Kuria ko PM Rabuka ni rau veisemati ka vei-
donui saraga na BRI kei na veika e sasaga kina
ko Fiji ena rai yawa ni veivakatorocaketaki lewa
matau, bisinisi, veivuke vakailavo kei na nodra

vukei talega na veimatanitu mai na Pasivika.

Tokona 0 Viti E Dua Na Bula Dro-
kadroka Kei Na Karakarawa Ena
Rawaka Vakailavo: Pm Rabuka

NA matanitu e tokona vakalevu saraga na tuvatuva ni lewa

matau ena veivakatorocaketaki 2050 me baleta na Pasivika
ena bula drokadroka kei na karakarawa ena pasivika,
Vakaraitaka na tikina oqori na Liuliu ni matanitu, Para-
iminisita Sitiveni Rabuka ena boseka ni Partnership for
Global Infrastructure and Investment (PGII) and Indo-Pa-
cific Economic Framework (IPEF) Forum ka vakatacori ena
taudaku ni bose ni APEC Summit mai America.

Ni o kila na raivotu oqo ena kena cakacakataki na veisau
ni draki, a vakabibitaka kina na matanitu na bibi ni kena
vakayagataki vakalevu na veivakatorocaketaki lelevu kei na
veisau kei na veitokoni mai vei ira na itokani ni veivakato-
rocaketaki.

“Na Duru Ni Bula Savasava ni IPEF ena cau vakaidina ki na
kena wali na revurevu ni leqa ni draki e dau yaco tiko. Ena
tokona talega na cakacaka e vakayacori ena veidinadinati kei
na sasaga tale eso ena ruku ni duru, “a kaya.

“Na duru e segata me tekivuna e vica na vakasama veiv-
akaugeti ka vakavinakataka cake na vakayagataki ilavo ena
iyaya ni cakacaka ka rawa ni veivuke ka vakatotolotaka na

noda sasaga ena kena sotava na revurevu ni veisau ni draki.

Siga Vukelulu, Noveba 29,2023
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vakaitavi o Viti ena sainitaki
ni Samoa Agreement, e dua
na suitu vou ni veitokani ena
edrau maliwa na European

Union (EU) kei na Organisation of African,
Caribbean kei na Pacific States (OACPS)
ka na dusimaki ira ena 20 na yabaki ka
tarava.

Na veidinadinatini Samoa e sosomitakana

Cotonou Agreement, ka sa vakatulewataka
na veimaliwai ni OACPS-EU me tekivu
mai na 2000.

A vakayacori na soqo ni saini e Apia,
Samoa, ka ra tiko kina na mata ni OACPS
kei na EU.

Na soqo oqo sa ikoya na soqoni cecere
ni dua na bose ni matabose ni Veiqaravi ni
OACPS ka tarava mai e dua na Matabose

ni Veiqaravi ni OACPS kei na mata ni EU
ka vakayacora na Matanitu o Samoa.

Era a sainitaka e 44 na lewe ni OACPS na
veidinadinati ena dua na tikina kei na EU
kei na 27 na lewena era kaya ena yasana
kadua.

Na italai nei Viti ka nona itavi na
EU-OACPS, o Luke
Daunivalu, a matataka na Matanitu o Viti.

veiwekani ni

E kaya o koya, “Na sainitaki ni
veidinadinati vou e Samoa sa gauna dokai
ni Vanua Karakarawa ni Pasifika.

Na Veidinadinati ni Samoa e matataka e
dua na veisau ni ivakarau, ka rawa kina
vei Viti kei ira na lewe ni OACPS me
vakavouya na nodra veitokoni vata kei na

EU me ra itokani tautauvata”.

Dola edua na valenivolavel ni
TLTB e Nahouwalu

Na nomu Matanitu Tovata e vakadeitaka na

noda yalayala ki na na yalodei kei na duava-
ta ni da toso ki liu ki na dua na Viti ramase,
kaukauwa cake ka kaukauwa cake.

Ogqori na mala ni vosa nodra na Paraiminisita
Sitiveni Rabuka ena soqo ni Diwali ena yabaki
0qo.

“Na Diwali e matataka na yavunibula ni inui-
nui, duavata, kei na yalo tudei ni tamata ka se-
gata me valuta na dredre.

“Ena yabaki sa oti, au a yalataka me’u ‘laiva me
serau na loloma’. Na ivunau oqo sa noqu raivo-
tu me baleta e dua na Viti vinaka cake. Ena yalo
vata ga 0qo, au vinakata me’u vakayaloqaqataki
keda meda ‘laiva na rarama me cila’ ena noda
s0qo ni marau.”

Kuria ko PM Rabuka ni Diwali e matataka na
bibi ni dina kei na vuku ena lecaika ka rawa

kina vei keda me da wasea vata na noda rai me
baleta e dua na duavata, vutuniyau ka mama-
rau mai Viti.

“Ena veiyabaki sa oti, sa yaco na marau oqo
me dua na tiki bibi ni vanua vakavanua ni noda
matanitu, ka vakabulabulataka na noda ivakat-
akilakila cokovata kei na veisusu ni veitokani
kei na duavata.

“Na ivakaraitaki oqo ni wasei e ivakatakara-
kara ni yalo ni duavata kei na lomasoli ka sa
yaco mai me vakamacalataka na marautaki ni
Diwali nei Viti”

Na wasei na vei kakana kamikamica e sega ni
matataka walega na wasei ni kakana ia e wasea
talega na marau kei na loloma vei ira na noda
itikotiko duidui.

i

lenivolavola ni iTaukei Land Trust Board (TLTB)
mai Nabouwalu me laki veiqaravi ena yasana.

a laveti tani e dua na icolacola levu mai tabadra na
S itaukei ni gele mai Bua, ni oti na kena dolavi na va-
Vakaraitaka ko Tui Bua Ratu Ramakutu Nagagavoka ni dol-
avi ni va-lenivolavola e sa dua dina na veivakalougatataki
ni kena vakasamataki na itatarovi era sotava na tamata ena
yasana, me ra curuma na veiqaravi e vakarautaka na TLTB.
“Ena valenivolavola voleka duadua e tiko mai Labasa tauni,
era na lako na lewenikoro me lima na auwa, ka biubiu mai
vale ena basi ni 5 ena ma-taka, ka na yaco yani ki Labasa ena
10 ena mataka.
“Oqo ena rawa kina vei ira e dua na katubaleka lekaleka me
ra qaravi ena valenivolavola ni TLTB ka so na gauna, era na
lesu lala mai ni sa biu tu na iotioti ni basi ena maliwa ni 1:30
ena yakavi ki na 2pm,” a vakamacala-taka o Ratu Ramakutu.
“Oqo e dua na gauna balavu mai ka keimami vakavinavi-
naka ki na Mata-bose ena kena vakayagataki na veiqaravi e
gadrevi vakalevu oqo vei ira na tamata, ka kena ibalebale ni
0qo sa na rawa ni ra curuma na veiqaravi ni gele ena nei-

mami yasana, ena imatai ni gauna.”

Siga Vukelulu, Noveba 29,2023
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Vakaraitaka ko Paraiminisita Sitiveni Rabuka ni dua na gauna vinaka ni veitalanoa era sotava mai Cook Islands ena bose ni Pacific Island Forum Leaders.
A vakayacori e dua na veivosaki gugumatua nikua vata kei ivukevuke Sekeriteri Raraba ni Veivosaki ni Yatu Pasifika - Lawatu Ni iTuvaki ni iTu-vatuva & Parokaramutaki Mr Esala Nayasi kei na Mata Levu
kei Viti ki Ni-usiladi Ratu Inoke Kubuabola.
E ka cecere me da semati ki na noda taledi ka uasivia na veiqaravi ni matanitu, ka cau ki na toso ena vanua o Pasifika.
E dua na veivosaki vinaka talega kei na Mata Levu nei Viti ki Niusiadi Isileti, Ratu Inoke Kubuabola, kei na Matabose ni Sekeriteri Tudei ni Veika Raraba, o Dr. Lesi Korovavala.
R =32 SECRS S  AS

Vakavinavinakataka na madigi ni vakaitavi ena veivosaki vakaibalebale
o S S R
. - 3 ). . AR . e

RA taura edua na gauna mera vakavinakataki ira kina na
daunivolaitukutuku na iliuliu ni matanitu ko Viti, Paraiminisita Sitiveni
Rabuka.
“Au vakavinavinaka vakalevu sara ki na itukutuku vakaraitaki e Viti
ena nodra vakau yani main a ika 52 ni bose ni iliuliu ni Foramu ni Pasifika e
Rarotonga, kaya ko PM Rabuka ena nodra ivola mata.
Era vakacaucautaka na nodra yalodina ena kena maroroi na noda matanitu.
“Sa duatani sara na kena veiqaravi ena yabaki oqo ni da kidavaki ira sega walega
na noda daunitukutuku ni vanua ia o ira talega era matataka na Cook Islands
media kei na ABC News.
“Na cakacaka vata oqo e kauta mai e dua na rai duidui ki liu, ka vakabulabulataka
na titobu ni kena kilai na veika e veivosakitaki ena mataveivosaki,” kaya ko PM
Rabuka.
Kuria ko koya ni kaya ni nodra yalayala e sega ni yavalati rawa mo vakarautaka
na itukutuku dodonu ka kena gauna donu e dua na itavi bibi ena kena maroroi na
itukutuku raraba me baleta na veika ni vanua.
“Ena nomu ripotetaki vagumatua era na semati tikoga na tamata mai Viti ki na
vakatulewa kei na veivosaki ka na tara na noda veisiga ni mataka ena Pasifika.
“Au vakavinavinakataka na cakacaka vakaukauwa kei na cakacaka era vakaraitaka
na noda mata ni itukutuku vakaraitaki ena gauna taucoko ni soqo.
“Na nomu sasaga e vakavuna vakalevu na kena matata ka vakatulewataki na noda
matanitu, ka vakaraitaka na ivakavuvuli ni demokarasi eda dau taleitaka.”

fa¥a '

PM Rabuka kei ira na ivakalesilesi ni tabana ni vakauitukutuku.
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