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The Fiji Dy march through Labasa Town to Subrail Park saw a good turn out with the Northern town as the epicentre of the national celebrations. Photo: JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

By PRASHILA DEVI

NITY requires healing and
truth-telling about the ill-
advised actions of the past
and the Coalition Govern-
ment intends to establish a Truth and
Reconciliation Commission through a
Bill tabled in Parliament recently.
Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, as
part of his Fiji Day message, urged the
people of Fiji to reflect on the nation’s
journey and resolve to build on the
achievements “so that we can all move
forward together with a fresh start, fo-
cused and forward-looking, to our col-
lective future”.
As Fiji rings in its 54th year as a nation,
PM Rabuka put forward his aspiration
for the nation.

“We envision a future that is unbur-
dened by the past, allowing our young
people to forge ahead with unity to el-
evate our nation to greater socio - eco-
nomic prosperity,” he said.

However, the Head of Government be-
lieves it was essential “that we find in
ourselves the strength to forgive those
who have wronged us and march for-
ward assured that the ill-advised ac-
tions of the past will not be repeated”
“In confronting these difficult chapters
of our past, the aim is to foster closure
and healing for Fiji. While the process
may be difficult and painful, we re-
main committed in the belief that these
events do not define us as a nation.”
PM Rabuka outlined the importance
of national documents such as the Na-
tional Development Plan 2025-2029

and Vision 2050 that places the needs
and aspirations of the people at its core,
ensuring that development was both
equitable and inclusive, with the vision
o “Empower the People of Fiji through
Unity”.

“The Foreign Policy White Paper sits
alongside our National Development
Plan and the National Security and De-
fence Review as the foundation of the
Coalition Governments blueprint to
advance our strategic and economic in-
terests and strengthen social cohesion,”
he added.

PM Rabuka added that the ultimate
goal is to build social cohesion, bring
greater prosperity to the nation, reduce
poverty, and improve the socio-eco-
nomic wellbeing of our people.
Meanwhile, the Coalition Govern-

ment’s plan for truth and reconciliation
has been welcomed by Tessa Macken-
zie, one of the designers of the noble
banner blue- the Fiji flag, but she has
cautioned

“We've got some problems and I'm very
keen that we do the truth and reconcili-
ation but I don’t want us to hurry. I think
we've got to do it carefully. We've got to
have plenty of conversation around the
whole country so they know what we're
doing,” Mrs McKenzie, who turns 90
this December, has cautioned.

“A little bit less expectation because it’s
not going to be easy and they’ve got to
choose the right people and if they do
that in a hurry, as it is really important
for our future”
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FLiI DAY B

after 1970

By AZARIA FAREEN

STILL remember celebrating Fiji’s
Independence Day in 1970 and I am
glad that I am still alive to celebrate
it again.

These were the sentiments of Jessy

Masirua, who lives in Nailawa, Labasa in |

Macuata.

“When Fiji gained independence from
British rule in October 1970, I was
13-years-old and was attending Navunisea
District School,” Mrs Masirua recalled.

“I was in class 8 and I remember we
did a parade in school and had the flag
raising ceremony and many villagers came
together to celebrate.”

“I want to thank the lord for giving us a
great day to be out to celebrate Fiji Day
with a big crowd today,” she added.

Mrs Masirua, 67, was happy to be part of
the celebrations.

“My husband is an army officer and three
of my sons are also army officers who
told me about the Fiji Day celebration
happening in Labasa,” she relayed.

“I then informed the villagers because
we don’t watch television much in the

“I told them to attend the ceremony
as this is their chance to be part of the
celebration,” Mrs Masirua added

She believes that there should be
more events celebrated in the Northern
division so that people can rejoice while
the vendors can also make money to
support their family.

“I will be praying to God for me to
continue celebrating Fiji Day in years to

llisapeci Legaiwa with cousin Jessy Masirua. Photo: RONAL DEO

By AZARIA FAREEN

'S 54th Independence Day
has been highly commended by
a Northerner who witnessed the
celebration for the very first time.

An excited Ilisapeci Legaiwa of Navidamu
village in Seaqaqa said that she came to
Subrail Park in Labasa with her relatives to

“I came in a taxi which cost me $5 and
I found the celebrations good because
I learned some new things about Fiji’s
independence and at the same time
seeing and listening to the President at
the function,” Ms Legaiwa said.

“This is the first time for me to attend
this celebration and I found out about
this from an advertisement I saw on
~ television.”

“I really enjoyed watching in person
the 21-gun salute demonstrated by the
Republic of Fiji Military Forces and the
music band played by the Fiji Police
Force,” she added.

Ms Legaiwa said that since the last Fiji
Day celebration was held here in 2018,
Labasa has not been like before.

“The celebration this year has created a lot
of hype and has brought many people out of
their village,” she said.

“I will remember this day as I am usually
occupied with domestic duties, looking after
two children who attend school in Labasa
and sometimes going to the farm and doing
work there to earn some money.”

village so we are not really aware of what come,” Mrs Masirua added.

attend the Fiji Day celebrations.
is happening in town.”

Fijl has come a long way

whatever businesses are there in Labasa, it
has done good business.”

“It’s very good that after many years we
are seeing this in Labasa and while I don’t
want to criticize anyone but Labasa was a
forgotten town where people rarely saw
such programs,” Mr Prasad added.

“I am happy that the Coalition
Government had the vision to come to the
North and to Labasa, the business hub. We
feel very proud.”

Meanwhile, 90-year-old Gurmel Kaur, of
Waigele Labasa received a medal from the
President during the Fiji Day celebration.

“I am happy for the recognition that was
bestowed upon me,” Mrs Kaur said.

“I came from India when I was 22 years
old and my husband left India when there
was a fight in India. I stayed back for
eight years after he left but I came from
Mumbeai,” she relayed.

“I was not in girmit and came in a plane.
All my children were born here — three
girls and two boys. Some of my children
have migrated and I am alone here.”

“I have around 80 acres of land and I did
a lot of work in my younger days. I used
to go up the mountains for coconut and it
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90-year-old Gurmel Kaur after receiving the award from the President. Inset: Kamlesh Prasasd Photo: JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

By AZARIA FAREEN

N the last 54 years since Fiji became

Iindependent in 1970 from colonial

rule, we have seen major changes

in the country, the economy and the
population has also grown.

This was relayed Kamlesh Prasad, who
was born in Lojhonia in Wailevu but in
1987, he came to Labasa town and has
been living here for the past 37 years

“In 2018, we had the first national
celebration in Labasa and compared to

that, this celebration is quite big, it’s well
organised and there’s a big turnout,” he
said.

“The stadium is full and the crowd
turnout would be around 10,000 including
children and the elderly.”

“It feels really good when we have such
celebrations and people of all ethnicities
come together and on such an occasion,
when we celebrate Fiji’s independence,”
he added.

Mr Prasad said that the Fiji Day

celebration has really changed the

atmosphere and uplifted everyone’s mood.

“I can describe this as a beautiful
occasion that creates an opportunity to
meet each other and people of all walks
of life and different communities come
together under one roof to celebrate,” he
said.

“From the business perspective, I would
say due to the celebrations, there has been
a lot of sales, not just Labasa or the entire
Vanua Levu but people from all over Fiji are
here so you can imagine, the hotels and all
the accommodations and the supermarkets,

was a difficult terrain so we really had to
struggle,” she added.

Mrs Kaur said that as per the customs in
those days in India, she got married when
she was still very young but she came to
join her husband eight years after wards.

“We had to remove stones from the land
so then only we managed to get arable
land,” she recalled.

“I am originally from Jalandhar in Punjab
and I have travelled extensively, and I have
also travelled to India many times.”

Sunday October, 13,2024
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Tessa Mackenzie with the Fiji Flag which has stood the test of time. Photo: JESE TUISINU
By PRASHILA DEVI

N times of joy and despair, a nation’s
flag evokes a sense of patriotism in its
citizens.

Fiji’s noble banner blue is no different
and for Tessa Mackenzie, who was part of
the duo who designed the flag in 1970 was
rewarded with $50 for her efforts, said that
nothing is more pleasing than seeing the flag
flying high during celebrations, especially
when Fiji wins in a rugby match.

“I was so happy when we (Fiji Rugby 7s
team) won the Olympics for the first time and
they had a parade through Suva City, although
I watched in on the television. And what made
me really pleased was that the city council had
put all these flags on the telegraph poles, and
they were all taken down by the boys, and then
they were at the stadium, waving these big flags
that they’d take off the poles,” Mrs Mackenzie,
89, recalled fondly.

On people wearing the Fiji flag, she said,
“I’d like them to think about Fiji and of caring
about our country, you know, in every way,
caring for our people, caring for our beautiful
countryside, because they don’t these days”.

Mrs Mackenzie sadly reflected that these
days people don’t seem to care about anything
despite living in a beautiful country which was
seen in the way people littered the country with
plastic.

In describing the process of designing the
flag, the former teacher who was in Fiji as a

British subject married to a civil servant went
through a plethora of ideas before she landed
up with the Union Jack and the seal which was
part of the Coat of Arms.

“The first thing I thought was, well, first
we’ve got to have the Union flag in the top,
because that is our history. It’s good to keep
your history, to remember the bad parts as well
as the good parts, and learn from it.”

She immediately zeroed into the blue colour
due to the sea and sky but added that it was
Robbie Wilcock, who was an actual artist, who
knew the exact shade of blue.

The idea for what to put on the fly portion of
the flag came from her husband as he suggested
that she use the Coat of Arms.

“The woman who designed the coat of arms
was the governor’s wife, I think, in 1916 when
Fiji wanted to have its own coat of arms for the
police and the government,” Mrs Mackenzie
said.

She initially turned down the idea as she
thought it would look a bit too much but then
had a eureka moment that the seal part of the
Coat of Arms would go well in the flag.

Mrs Mackenzie added that initially there was
no fame for either her or Mr Wilcock but that
it was only when there were talks of changing
it that people started recognising them as the
designers of the flag.

She added that while there were some people
who were not happy with the Union Jack being
part of the flag, it was just part of the history.

Members of the public turned up in numbers at Subrail Park in Labasa to celebrate Fiji Day.
Photo: JESE TUISINU

By JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

HE President Ratu Wiliame Katonivere officiated the Fiji Day na-
tional celebration at Subrail Park in Labasa on October 10, 2024.
The Northern town was a sea of blue as people of all walks of life
came to participate in the celebrations.
The event was attended by members of the Parliament, Members of the Dip-
lomatic Corps, and thousands of citizens from across Vanua Levu, with some
travelling from Viti Levu.
In his telecasted Fiji Day message, President Katonivere urged the people of
Fiji to reflect on the country’s history, the decisions taken by leaders and some
of the mistakes that occurred along the way.
In light of the theme of this year’s celebration “To Heal and Hopé, he said, “This
special occasion provides the opportunity for us all to come together as one,
determined to heal wounds, build bridges within and between our communi-
ties, and celebrate what makes us strong’”.
“Reconciliation becomes necessary when negative conflict has occurred, and
relationships have been damaged. It is especially important in situations of
high interdependence where a complete physical or emotional barrier between
parties in a ‘conflict’ cannot be maintained,” he added.
“Reconciliation therefore refers to the restoration of relationships to a level
where cooperation and trust become possible again”
He added that many in key positions of leadership today are not responsible
for the state of play that the country finds itself, together, “we will be held re-
sponsible for our failure to understand the issues and dealing with its centrifu-
gal forces and impacts”.
It is therefore a matter of necessity to come together and cooperate as one in
our hope for a better today and future for our generations to come.
The highlight of the event was a military parade, which the Head of State re-
viewed and concluded with a 21-gun salute.
The day ended with a reception hosted by President Katonivere, followed by
the Beating of the Retreat and the national flag’s lowering, signifying the cel-
ebrations close.
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90-year-old Subarmani Reddy with his family after being awarded a medal by the President, Ratu
Wiliame Katonivere. Photo: JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

By AZARIA FAREEN

AM an ordinary man but now the

whole village knows that I received

this respect and accolade because

of my age especially when a lot of
people don’t get this opportunity.

This was relayed by 90-year-old
Subarmani Reddy of Lojhonia road in
Wailevu, Labasa following being awarded
during the Fiji Day celebration at Subrail
Park in Labasa.

“I would like to extend my appreciation
and thanks to His Excellency, President

Wiliame Katonivere for bestowing me with
a medal during this celebration,” he said.

“] was born in Wailevu, went to school
here and was brought up here. I joined the
Fiji Sugar Corporation (FSC) in 1951 after
my studies and worked there for 42-years.”

“I retired in 1994 and made a trip to India
later in the year where I met a lot of people
and stayed there for more than two months.
Then I travelled to Singapore and stayed
there for seven days,” he added.

Mr Reddy states that there isn’t anyone

who has sacrificed as much as he has in his
90 years of living.

“By the blessing of God, so far, I have not
suffered any illness and a lot of people still
comment that I don’t look my age because
in all these years, I have not smoked, drank
kava or alcohol,” he highlighted.

“I used to be offered kava and people
would persuade me to have just one bowl
but I would say that having even a bowl
would waste my 90 years of service.”

“I enjoy eating all kinds of food as I am
not a fussy eater. When my mother was
alive, she used to tell me that whenever you
are presented with food and no matter what
it is, you should always eat it,” he recalls
fondly.

Mr Reddy said that when he used to work
for FSC, he used to wake up at 5 am for
work and has still maintained this habit.

“I work in my garden until 9am and have
my shower, eat and then rest,” he said.

“I am very particular about my time and
I don’t let it go to waste. If the dinner is
cooked by 6pm then I will have my dinner
and sleep early.”

“I have three daughters and I live with one
of my daughters and son-in-law who cares
for me a lot and looks after me very well,”
he commended.

He said that his elder daughter is very
strict and doesn’t allow him to go anywhere

on his own particularly when he decides to
take a long walk.

“I receive $150 per month through the
pension scheme and I would like to thank
the Government for this because they are
running the country and also looking after
the poor,” he said.

“I think the Government is in its place
doing what it is supposed to do. I don’t have
any complaints as looking after a country is
not an easy task.”

“People usually say that the world has
changed but it’s the people who have
changed,” he added.

Mr Reddy said that during his time, he
never used to call people out by their name
but in this era, he feels that people have lost
that respect he used to have of others.

“My father was from Chennai in Andhra
Pradesh, India while my mother was from
Calcutta but they got married in Fiji,” he
relayed.

“We were five brothers and I am the
youngest of the male while my only sister
was seven years younger than me. All my
siblings have passed away.”

“Now the only people carrying my fathers’
blood are myself and my daughters,” he
added.

Sunday October 13,2024
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Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka’s remarks at
the launch of the National Diabetes Gampaign 2024

i sa Bula Vinaa, and a

very good evening, to

you all. I would like

to begin by acknowl-
edging the Traditional Owners and
Custodians of the land on which we
stand today, ki Nadonumai, vua na
Turaga na Tui Suva.

I pay my respect to their Chiefs
past and present, as well as to the
emerging leaders and members of
the Vanua o’ Nadonumai who may
be present here this evening. I ac-
knowledge their role in caring for
the Vanua.

I am delighted to join you this eve-
ning to launch the National Diabe-
tes Campaign 2024. The campaign
is led by the dedicated team at Dia-
betes Fiji and the National Wellness
Centre of the Ministry of Health.

This campaign reflects the Coali-
tion Government’s commitment to
address one of our greatest health
challenge diabetes, a silent killer
that impacts thousands of lives. The
2024 National Diabetes Campaign
is organized by Diabetes Fiji Inc., in
collaboration with the Pacific Com-
munity and the National Wellness
Centre.

They will conduct a two month
Health & Wellness campaign from
October 7th to November 30th .

The campaign coincides with
NCD Month and culminates with
World Diabetes Day in November.

Diabetes and its effects on the
people of Fiji are well documented.
Each one of us likely knows a family
member who has diabetes.

The burden of health costs on in-
dividuals, families, the workforce,
and the government is alarming.

Around 80% of deaths in Fiji are
caused by diabetes and other NCDs,
and these numbers are rising.

Children, adults, and the elderly
are all vulnerable to the risk factors
contributing to NCDs, including

- unhealthy diets,

— physical inactivity,

- tobacco smoke exposure, and

Office of the Prime Minister

— the harmful use of alcohol.

In 2020, we lost an estimated 5,700
Fijians due to NCD-related causes,

with many of these lives cut short

- heart disease,

- diabetes,

- stroke,

- uncontrolled hypertension,

- cancers, and other chronic

diseases.

1 in 10 adults worldwide have di-
abetes. Over 90% of those cases are
type 2 diabetes, with close to half
undiagnosed.

In many cases, type 2 diabetes and
its complications can be delayed or
prevented by adopting and main-
taining healthy habits. When not
detected and treated early, diabetes
can lead to serious and potentially
life-threatening complications. For
people at risk of type 2 diabetes,
knowing your risk and what to do
is crucial for supporting preven-
tion, early diagnosis, and timely
treatment.

Saving lives requires action from
all of us. People and communities
must take full ownership of their
health and well-being. Let me re-
peat that - individuals and com-
munities must take ownership of
their health and well-being.

Many of us seem to think that
good health is a state that comes
automatically and does not require
work.

This means we must all be con-
scious in looking after our health
and when we do have issues, to go
for a medical check up rather than
fearing the doctors and health cen-
ters.

The ultimate aim of this campaign
is to bring diabetes awareness and
early detection to the forefront of
our communities.

Working hand in hand with faith-
based organizations and leaders,
such as Reverend Dr. Anil Ruben
and his team, the campaign will
start in the Bau district.

In collaboration with media part-
ners, business houses, and local
communities, the campaign will
ensure that diabetes awareness
reaches every corner of the nation.

The campaign’s business and com-
munity-based activities will rein-

force the importance of leading a
healthy, active life.

Importantly, the campaign will of-
fer primary health screenings for
early diagnosis and intervention,
which is crucial for controlling and
preventing the harmful effects of
diabetes.

I urge every Fijian to seize the op-
portunity to get screened for diabe-
tes. Do not wait until it is too late.

Taking that first step to get checked
is a powerful act of self-care and re-
sponsibility. With the guidance of
dedicated healthcare professionals,
you have the chance to protect your
future, your family, and your com-
munity.

Together, we can create a healthier,
diabetes-free Fiji. With the contin-
ued support of our development
partners, stakeholders, and the
community, we will build a sustain-
able, framework for diabetes care,
prevention, and education.

I encourage everyone here to work
collaboratively — across sectors,
forming alliances between individ-

uals and organizations, such as Di-
abetes Fiji, the Government of Fiji,
and the local business sector.

I would like to extend my heartfelt
gratitude to the National Wellness
Centre of the Ministry of Health
and Medical Services, as well as civ-
il society organisations.

In particular, I acknowledge the
Diabetes Campaign Committee, for
organizing this annual event with
the support of the Public Health
Division of the Pacific Community.

I also acknowledge partnerships
and assistance from all sectors to
make this campaign possible.

Last but not the least, thank you to
everyone here tonight for engaging
in this campaign and supporting ef-
forts to prevent and control NCDs
while enhancing wellness.

I officially launch the National Di-
abetes Campaign 2024.

Thank you, Vinaka Vakalevu, Dh-
anyavaad, and God Bless Fiji.

Sunday October 13,2024
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Buan lass thanks TSLS for educe_ltion

By AZARIA FAREEN

HE popular proverb “it takes a village to

raise a child” rings true for 24-year-old,

Ilimaina Rasewai who recently graduated

with a Bachelor of Arts in Social Work
and Human Resources from the University of the
South Pacific (USP).

Hailing from Bua in Vanua Levu with maternal
links to Taveuni, Ms Rasewai is the eldest of three
siblings.

“I was raised by my aunties and family as a whole
and I am really grateful for that,” she said.

“I had faced a lot of challenges because my
parents were unemployed and lived in the village so
my aunty contributed towards my school fees and
helped me along the way.”

“Having so many people being there to support
me in my journey has been a blessing,” she added.

Ms Rasewai explained that she was a private
student in the beginning and while continuing her
studies, it became difficult to meet the demands of
the school fees because the further she got with her
studies, the more the fees increased.

“I then reached out to the Tertiary Scholarships
and Loans Service (TSLS) office and was happy to
get the opportunity to complete my study,” she said.

“If it wasn’t for the TSLS, I would not have
graduated at all because it was a huge help, not
just for me but also my friends who studied under
TSLS.”

“On behalf of my friends, we would like to say
thank you to the Government because not everyone
can financially support their studies but to know that
TSLS is there for students like us means a lot,” she
commended.

She relays that being a village girl from Vanua
Levu, the assignments were a bit difficult especially
being in Suva where the demands and competitions
were hard to meet at times.

“Despite this, here I am today and I want to say
thank you to TSLS for including me in its program,”
Ms Rasewai said.

“Being a student will not always be perfect but
if you listen to your parents and trust God then you
will achieve everything you have dreamed of,” she
advised.

“In moving forward, social work is my main focus
and I would like to give back to the community and
be able to help those around me,” she added.
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24-year-old, llimaina Rasewai, with her family members following her graduation ceremony recently.Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

No place for violence: DPM Prasad

By AZARIA FAREEN

eputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance,
Biman Prasad, has criticised and condemned
violence against women and girls.

DPM Prasad emphasised this while recently
handing over Kimiya House to the Tagitagi Mathar Sangam
in Tavua.

“I am very happy to know that there are people in this
country who contribute towards charity work to assist
ordinary Fijians, in particular women, to have a place for
meetings,” he said.

“I would like to point out that we continue to see the
sufferings of women who are still facing some sort of violence
in their life.”

“It is unacceptable for any men to hit their wife, daughter or
sister and torture them in any way and those who do this are
showing how much of a coward they are,” he added.

DPM Prasad stressed that the Government has a strong
stance on it through its legal processes.

“We want women to be respected in the society and if we
want to progress this country forward then we have to increase
the participation and contribution of women and encourage
them to refine their talents,” he underscored.

“Most of the countries that are progressing now have a high-
level of participation from women in key roles,” DPM Prasad
highlighted.

“We can see that our girls are doing very good in school
as the recent graduation ceremony saw that 60 per cent of
graduates were girls.”

“Our women should also be encouraged for better
employment opportunities in leadership positions,” he added.

DPM Prasad has pleaded to people of all backgrounds to
condemn this type of acts by men and that they value and
provide the level of self-respect to women that they rightfully
deserve.

llaitia Drugunalevu with his grandmother following the graduation ceremony. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

By AZARIA FAREEN

lot in financing my tuition, all my units
and my accommodation in Suva.”

HE Human Capital
Development Review for Fiji
undertaken by the Tertiary
Scholarships and Loans Service

(TSLS) states that in 2020, the Business,
Economics and Commerce course offered
by all three major universities had a total
of 6,462 head count.

It includes the University of Fiji, Fiji
National University and the University of
the South Pacific (USP).

From these enrolments, the Tertiary
Scholarships and Loans Service (TSLS)
supported 1,337 students in 2020 and
another 500 students in 2023.

Among this list was also a 24-year-old,
[laitia Drugunalevu, who secured his place
under the National Toppers Scheme (NTS)
to study for a Bachelor of Commerce in
Economics and Finance at the USP.

“After completing my secondary
education, I was encouraged to apply for
assistance from the TSLS and once our
results were out, I was happy to get the
scholarship,” he relayed.

“I was so fortunate to study under this
scheme as it helped me and my family a

“I am so happy and overwhelmed to have
graduated today and I give back the glory
to God as without him, nothing is possible.
I am also thankful to my family and friends
who supported me.”

Hailing from Nawaca in Bua, Mr
Drugunalevu commends the Government’s
initiative in providing people from all areas
of life an equal opportunity to complete
their education.

“I recommend the Government to
continue  supporting  the  students,
especially those who are in need of
financing their tuition as a lot of students
have financial problems, particularly those
living in rural areas and the outer islands,”
he requested.

The second eldest in the family said
that this will ensure that students are not
deprived of further studies and they can
embark on employment in the country.

“I would advise the youth to not give
up and keep striving to continue moving
forward while putting God first in
everything you do and remember that
working hard is the key to success,” he
added.

Sunday October 13,2024
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HE Fiji Government’s training

program Start and Improve

Your Business (SIYB) has

been gaining momentum and is
highly commended by its participants who
are from all walks of life.

In attending the three-day training, Semi
Tuimata has lauded the initiative which
has provided him with fresh perspective on
maintaining a proper account of monetary
transactions while running a business.

“The provincial council officers of Rewa
came to the village and introduced the
Government initiatives to us and informed
us of the SIYB training,” Mr Tuimata said.

“We also had a meeting in the village
and the elders of the village came up with
a plan to have a cooperative so four of us
volunteered to take up this opportunity to
learn what the training offered.”

“This training has been an eye opener
for me to gain the knowledge and
understanding for three-days which teaches
you how to invest and even save money,”
he added.

Hailing from the province of Bua and the
village of Nasarawaqa in Vanua Levu, Mr

Tuimata currently resides in Naselai, Rewa
and does small business there.

“I can say from experience that I have
wasted money over the years but through
this training, I have learned a lot,” he
highlighted.

“I started my piggery and farming
business four-months back and I have to get
the registration done which should help me
from any issues.”

“We have been given the reassurance
from the Government that they will hold
our hands as we venture into business the
right way,” he praised.

Mr Tuimata feels relieved to know that
if he loses his way then he can come back
and seek advice to gain more knowledge to
keep his business running as he has been
thinking of few business ideas.

“I want to thank the Government of the
day and everyone associated with this
training and I am looking forward to more
training opportunities like this as it has
broadened my perspective,” he said.

“I also want to thank the Government for
taking care of its people and for preventing
poverty through such training. As an
iTaukei, I would like to advise everyone,

Semi Tuimata receives his certificate from permanent secretary Shaheen Ali following the completion
of the three day training Photo : AZARIA FAREEN

especially the youth, to use their time

wisely and undergo such training to support

their family and to get out of poverty.”
“Get out of your comfort zone and

learn proper ways to support yourself by
running a business and growing it to its full
potential,” Mr Tuimata stressed.

Housewiie ready for entrepreneurship

By AZARIA FAREEN
THREE-DAY  Start  and
Improve  Your  Business

(SIYB) Training provided by

he Ministry of Trade, Co-

operatives, Small and Medium Enterprises

and Communications has seen participants

graduate with the knowledge and
motivation to start their own business.

Among these was 36-year-old, Lusiana
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Caudremalua who originally hails from
Vanua Levu and has been living in Raiwai
with her family for more than eight-years.

“I moved to Suva for better opportunities
for my children so that they can secure a
good education,” Mrs Caudremalua said.

“I had a friend attend the SIYB training
previously who shared the processes she
went through and it got me motivated to
apply as well.”

“I was shocked that my name was
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selected for the training and happy for this
opportunity to learn and since we are living
in Suva, nothing is free,” she added.

Mrs Caudremalua said that she learnt
a lot of new things through the three-day
training.

“I am a domestic wife looking after my
children and husband but since I stay home
there is only one breadwinner,” she said.

“I realised I cannot continue to sit idle at
home and I have to start doing something

alongside my husband for the betterment of
my family and this training taught me how
to manage my money better and how to use
my time wisely.”

The mother of two was grateful for the
training opportunity for the sake of a good
future for her children as this would be a
good start for her.

“I learned that any small business you do
needs to be registered so I am planning to do
my business registration as soon as possible
and sell roti parcels,” Mrs Caudremalua
relayed.

“This training has equipped me with the
knowledge of how run a business so I will
continue to grab opportunities like this. I
know that I have potential and the patience
to do even the smallest of things at home to
support my family.”

“I actually want to get into baking since I
know how to bake and with that, I can also
do food selling too as I am now equipped
with the necessary guidelines,” she said.

Mrs Caudremalua states that money was
needed every day to be able to live in Suva
because you have to spend money to go
to town and even to use the restrooms so
people have to save as much as they can.

“The reality is that there is only one
breadwinner in the family so I have to pull
up my socks and have my own source of
income,” she said with conviction.

“I am so thankful to this Government
for such opportunities for us to come and
learn things such as planning of business
and managing our time and money wisely.
I hope that more opportunities like this
come up so we can take advantage of it and
support our families too.”

“I know that there are a lot of single
mothers in my area who are unemployed
and unaware of this training so I will let
them know of this and encourage them to
apply as well so that they are able to look
after their children well,” Mrs Caudremalua

36-year-old, Lusiana Caudremalua is all smiles as she receives her certificate from the permanent secretary, Shaheen Ali following the three day Start and added.

Improve Your Business Training. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN
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The event was attended by members of
Parliament, Members of the Diplomatic
Corps, and thousands of citizens from
\ across Vanua Levu, with some travelling

Y from Viti Levu.
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Seven individuals received their certificates for citizenship
during a Fiji Citizenship Awards held at the State House
recently.

President of the Republic of Fiji, Ratu Wiliame
Katonivere  extended a warm  congratulatory
welcome to the individuals that have been officially
recognised as citizens of the Republic of Fiji.

FI)l GOVERNMENT

Photos: NANISE NEIMILA

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka
launched the National Diabetes
Campaign 2024 recently, highlighting
the Coalition Government’s
commitment to addressing one of our
greatest health challenges-diabetes-a
silent killer that impacts thousands of
lives.

During the launch, the Prime Minister
stated that around 80% of deaths in
Fiji are caused by diabetes and other
NCDs, and these numbers are rising.
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By DIPESH KUMAR

HE Keiyasi Town Development
Project, a key initiative of the
Coalition Government, was
progressing well to create
substantial employment, with Phase 1
expected to be completed by October 2025.

The $10.4 million project, led by the
Ministry of Housing and Local Government
aims to develop Keiyasi into a thriving
urban centre improving access to essential
services for surrounding areas.

During the site visit, the Minister for
Housing and Local Government, Maciu
Nalumisa, met with the contractors to
review the projects progress.

Phase 1 involves crucial civil works,
laying the groundwork for future
developments including the construction of
key civic buildings and public amenities.

Minister Nalumisa emphasised that the
project is a top priority for the Coalition
Government and has created significant
employment opportunities for the local
residents nearby.

“This project is one of the key areas that
the Coalition Government is working on
right now to try and bring the services
closer to the communities as well as to
promote areas around Fiji where people
don’t need to go down to the main urban
centre’s especially here in the two provinces
of Nadroga-Navosa,” he said.

Keiyasi Town Development Project site. Photo: DIPESH KUMAR

Minister for Housing & Local Government, Maciu Nalumisa, during a site visit where he met with
contractors to review the progress of the project Photo: DIPESH KUMAR

“I’ve also been told by the contractors
that about four heavy truck drivers and also
other people have been employed from
around these areas.”

He also highlighted that by supporting the
local contractors and workers, the project is
expected to inject much needed economic
activity into Keiyasi and surrounding areas.

“This project is not only going to
transform Keiyasi but it will also uplift the
surrounding regions by providing better
access to essential services and economic
opportunities,” he added.

Local shop owner, Rohit Prasad, has
already seen the positive impacts of the
development and shared that as the owner
of the only shop in the area his business has
seen a notable increase in customers and
sales since the project began.

“Since the work started, there’s been an
increase in business. Workers come to
have lunch and buy things from my shop.
My business has definitely grown and I'm
hopeful that once the town is complete,
even more opportunities will open up for
local businesses like mine.”

The spanofthe Keiyasi Town Development
Project is around nine hectares which will
feature a town centre, commercial and
industrial zones, facilities for key services
including National Fire Authority and
various government agencies.

The project is also part of the Ministry
of Local Government’s broader urban
planning and management programme
which will stimulate the local economy.

2024 Fiji Tourism Gonvention: A landmark achievement

By DIPESH KUMAR

HE 2024 Fiji  Tourism
Convention held in Nadi has
been a landmark achievement
in the Coalition Government’s
efforts to push growth, innovation and
sustainability in Fiji’s tourism industry.
With a record-breaking visitor numbers
and forward-looking national tourism
framework, the convention highlighted
the governments successful leadership and
the industry’s resilience in building Fijis
position as a top global destination.
Speaking at the convention, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister for Tourism
and Civil Aviation, Villiame Gavoka,

emphasised the importance of the event as
not only a gathering of stakeholders but as
a reflection of how far Fiji’s tourism has

come under the Government’s direction.

“Public-private partnership is essential
to our success, and we are committed to
working closely with you to drive our
future. The Government’s role is to create
an enabling environment, but it is the
collaboration with the private sector that
will propel us forward.”

DPM Gavoka also highlighted that a key
outcome of the convention is the launch
of the Fiji National Sustainable Tourism
Framework 2024-2034 which demonstrates
the Government’s commitment to position
Fiji as a global leader in sustainable
tourism, ensuring long term benefits for
environment and local communities.

He stressed that the convention solidifies
the Coalition Government’s commitment
towards sustainable tourism.

The line minister for Tourism also stated

that with the Government’s strategic
investments in infrastructure and airline the
nation was on track to reach a milestone of
one million visitors for 2024.

He shared that the tourism sector has
experienced unprecedented growth
whereby Fiji recorded 929,740 visitors in
2023 - a four percent increase from pre-
pandemic levels.

“I have personally seen the resilience,
innovation and dedication of everyone
contributing to the growth of this industry.
From January to August 2024, we have
already welcomed a total of 640,274
visitors. To reach one million visitors, we
need about 90,000 per month. As we look
forward, it seems highly likely that Fiji
could reach one million visitors by the end
of 2024.”

DPM Gavoka shared that with the

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Tourism and Civil Aviation, Villiame Gavoka with the participants of the 2024 Tourism Convention.

Photo: DIPESH KUMAR

theme “Tourism Together” the convention
marks a turning point and represents the
governments successful efforts to balance
economic growth with sustainability and
innovation.

Tourism Fiji chief executive officer, Brent
Hill, sharing similar sentiments highlighted
that the convention provides a platform to
key industry stakeholders to share ideas.

“It’s very rare to see an industry that’s
united as Fijis, they really come and work
together to achieve goals and work on
issue.”

“That’s what the convention is about and
it’s wonderful to hear Fiji Airways’ plans
and what Investment Fiji is doing and then
later on some of those key government
initiatives.”

Mr Hill shared that it was important
to work together with the industry
stakeholders in order to achieve the one
millionth visitor goal.

“We were hoping that we would set our
target this year to around 966,000 tourists,
at the current track rate that we are on, it
could potentially get to a million.”

“The great thing is we are starting to see
more investment; we’ve started seeing
more businesses coming up in Fiji.”

The 2024 Fiji Tourism Convention was
an essential platform for public-private
partnership to set goals and achieve them
in the future.

It was also a platform to appreciate
stakeholder such as the resource owners
and people outside of Viti Levu which are
equally important in the tourism equation.

Sunday October 13,2024



email: news@moc.gov.fj;
@FijiRepublic;

Fiji Government;
www.fiji.gov.fj

phone: 3301806

©e BN

NORTH NEWS B

By PRASHILA DEVI

HE Na Vualiku Program will

be a driving force in shaping

the future of Fiji, lifting Vanua

Levu to new heights and
creating a legacy of growth, sustainability,
and opportunity for all.

The benefits of the FJ$400 million
program to the economy in the Northern
Division will be manifold and as Prime
Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, highlighted it
would help address the 29 per cent poverty
rate that hovers in Vanua Levu.

As he launched the first phase of
the program, PM Rabuka explained,
“Enhancing tourism in the North will
provide jobs, spur local businesses, and
inject much-needed investment into this
region.

“This development initiative aims to
create the infrastructure and services
needed to attract more visitors to the
Northern Division, sharing the benefits of
our thriving tourism industry,” he said.

PM Rabuka emphasised that the
Government was focused on tackling
poverty through targeted investments and
policies.

He added that the rural areas, where 38 per
cent of Fiji’s poor population resides, need
special attention therefore by addressing
these disparities, “we can make sure that
every Fijian has a fair shot at success, no
matter where they live”.

The Head of Government assured that the
Na Vualiku Program was firmly rooted in
environmental sustainability and aligned
with Fiji’s global commitment to combat
climate change.

“By incorporating green initiatives
such as renewable energy projects and
conservation efforts, we ensure that this
development does not come at the cost of
our environment.”

Expressing similar sentiments, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister for Tourism,
Viliame Gavoka, said, “We recognise that
natural environment is one of our greatest
assets and we are dedicated to preserving it
for future generations”.

DPM Gavoka said through innovative
conservation efforts and climate resilience
projects, the Government will ensure that
the development was in harmony with
nature.

He also highlighted the importance of
increasing tourism’s stake in the Northern
economy.

“If we look at visitation to Fiji today in
terms of areas Nadi, Yasawas, Denarau,
Mamanuca’s and the coral coast account
for 80 per cent of all visitors.”

“In contrast, Vanua Levu receives around
four per cent. This disparity highlights the
untapped potential of Vanua Levu which
the Na Vualiku program aims to unlock,”
DPM Gavoka added.

The Fiji Tourism Development Program in
Vanua Levu, which is also known as the Na

| - - |

From left- World Bank’s country manager for Fiji, East Asia and Pacific, Stefano Mocci, Prime
Minister Sitiveni Rabuka and Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Tourism, Viliame Gavoka.

Vualiku Program, will be financed by the
World Bank which has committed to a
financial envelope of US$200 million
over the next decade as the project will be
delivered in three phases.

World Bank’s country manager for Fiji,

Photo: JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

East Asia and Pacific, Stefano Mocci,
labelled the program as “transformative
for the people and the communities” which
will take the tourism sector to greater
heights.

By AZARIA FAREEN

HE Northern Development

Programme (NDP) has invested

about $11.5 million in 2,522

projects under various sectors
in the Northern Division since 2008.

This provided an opportunity to Azfeen
Shaukat Ali - a full-time nurse and farmer
— to be the recipient of the NDP grant to
further develop his farm.

“In being a nurse, sometimes people
think that it will be a challenge for me
to grow sugarcane but I manage to move
forward and with continuous assistance
from the Government, it was easier,” he
commended.

“By class 2, I was already helping my
father out by putting fertiliser on the farm,
cleaning up and weeding. You learn all
these things very quickly when you are a
farm kid and that is how my passion for
farming grew.”

“When I was in secondary school, my
job was to help my parents tie the cattle’s
and at that time we had a small herd. I also
helped my mom with cooking and looking
after the house,” he relayed.

Mr Ali highlighted that when he went to
nursing school, his father passed away.

“My mom was a very hardworking lady
and we never gave up and I continued to
help my mom,” he said.

“After three years of education at the
nursing school, I was posted to the Colonial
War Memorial Hospital. The two years
that I was in Suva, my mom was alone
here sending around 600 to 700 tonnes
of sugarcane harvest by herself,” he said
proudly.

“She was also the cane truck driver and
used to take the sugarcanes to the mills.
Luckily, I have an 8am to 4.30pm job which
allows me to do other farm work when I get

IS my passion, Says

home and even when it’s dark, I have the
tractor with proper lighting to work till late
and that’s how I am able to send 700 tonnes
of cane.”

The father of two said that he came back
to continue working on the farm because
the farm was already developed and he did
not want to lose his grandparents and his
parent’s years and years of hard work.

“I came back and did more work on the
farm. I did not want to quit my job and
neither did I want to let the farming go
down so I put in all my effort and both are
progressing well,” he said.

“In sugarcane farming, almost every
year you get grants. You get subsidies on
fertiliser; weedicide and a lot of other help is
being given. The recent grant that I received
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Azfeen Shaukat Ali with his wife, two children and farm work at his sugarcane farm in Vanua Levu

from the Ministry of Trade, Co-operatives
and SMEs and Communications was
$20,000 for my cattle farm development.”

“This farm is 93-acres and after receiving
the grant, I was able to put a fence all
around it and I managed to make a good
farm house on my cattle farm. I arranged
it as such so that my work is easier,” he
added.

Mr Ali relayed that he brought a bulldozer,
levelled the land properly and built inroads
so that it was not time consuming for him.

“Every afternoon after work I drive my
Hilux on the nicely done roads which only
takes me around 10 minutes to take a tour
of my land and collect all the cattle and
goats which is proper time management
also,” he said.

“When you have only one income, you
are one step closer to poverty because
once you lose your job or that one source
of income, you are left with nothing,” Mr
Ali said.

“I would like to encourage the youth
and people of my age to try investing in
something and do not just depend on your
job. If you are not into farming then do
some small business which can be a source
of income for you and your family.”

“I want to thank the Government and the
Ministry of Agriculture for their assistance
over the years and for looking after all
the cane and livestock farmers and for
their routine check-ups of the animals and
technical advice,” Mr Ali further added.

Sunday October 13,2024
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS

N a landmark achievement for

the Fiji-United States of America

relations, a Bilateral Framework

Agreement for the establishment of
the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) Pacific Regional
Office in Suva was signed recently.

The signing between Prime Minister
and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Sitiveni
Rabuka and the United States Ambassador
to Fiji, Marie Damour signifies a new
chapter in the Fiji and U.S. relations,
advancing shared goals in promoting
sustainability, peace and security.

It outlines the status of the USAID Office,
including personnel and Fiji as the host.

When operational, USAID Office in
Suva will elevate engagements in the
socioeconomic development, shoring up
Fiji’s stewardship role as the regional hub.

PM Rabuka acknowledged the U.S.
Government for its timely support, and that
Fiji looks forward to the positive work that
will be carried out by the USAID Office in
improving the livelihood of communities
in Fiji and the broader Pacific region.

The collaboration represents Fiji’s
commitment to work cooperatively with

the development partners to advance
sovereignty, security and prosperity goals.

The timing of the USAID’s Office
establishment is important, coinciding
with Fiji’s scaling up of its diplomatic
engagements as underlined in the Foreign
Policy White Paper.

The agreement illuminates opportunities
and provide support for the goals of Fiji’s
National Development Plan 2025-2029.

In response, Ambassador Damour said
that during her time in Fiji, she has learned
that “there is no greater way to strengthen
partnerships and connections in the Blue
Pacific than face to face engagement,
and over a year ago, we took a major
leap towards honouring the Pacific Way
by establishing USAID’s Pacific Island
Mission right here in Suva”.

She added that the signing of the
agreement will enable the United States to
work closely alongside its Pacific partners
and achieve the ambitions goals set forth
in the 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific
Continent.

The agreement signing follows the soft
launch of the cooperation in August last
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(L — R) Deputy Administrator USAID Isobel Coleman, Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Sitiveni Rabuka, United States Ambassador to Fiji, Marie Damour and USAID Pacific Islands Mission
Director Zema Semunegus, following the official signing of the Bilateral Framework Agreement recently.

year during the USAID Administrator,
Samantha Power’s first visit to Fiji.

The USAID Pacific Regional Office in
Suva will serve the broader Pacific region
including Kiribati, Nauru, Samoa, Tonga,
Tuvalu, Republic of Marshall Islands,

Photo: SUPPLIED

Federated States of Micronesia and Palau.

The USAID is one of the largest official
aid agencies in the world and accounts for
more than half of all US foreign assistance.

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Ministry of Foreign
Affairs visit to CWMH
in support of Pinktoher

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs team with the healthcare workers, during

a visit to the Colonial War Memori-al Hospital in Suva on October 4, 2024
as part of the Ministry’s Corporate Social Responsibility to give back to the
community. Photo: SUPPLIED

HE Ministry of Foreign Affairs team visited the
Colonial War Memorial Hospital (CWMH) in Suva,
as part of its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
initiative.

At the CWMH, the team donated essential items to support
the basic care and needs of the 22 cancer patients currently
treated in the Lancaster Ward. The initiative coincides with the
Pinktober, a month dedicated to raising awareness on cancer
prevention highlighting the vital importance of early detection.

The Ministry aims to make a positive impact by giving back to
the community by reaching-out and supporting those in need.

The Ministry extended its gratitude for the opportunity to
contribute meaningfully to the lives of the patients and their
care programs as well as to the health care workers, who work
tirelessly to provide the vital health care services.

The sister-in-charge of the Lancaster Ward, Ana Tovehi,
expressed her heartfelt appreciation to the Ministry for being
the first government ministry to visit them, this year.

Ms Tovehi noted with enthusiasm that such thoughtful gestures
uplift the spirits of both patients and healthcare workers. She
added that they highly appreciate the much-needed care and
support accorded to them by the members of the community.

In her message, she urged the public to take heed of the
preventative measures and to seek regular check-ups for cancer
at their nearest health facilities, emphasising that by working
together, we can create a cancer-free society.

The team has also visited the age care home in the central
division where we also assisted senior citizens in the aged care
facility in Wailekutu, Lami.

As part of its CSR, the Ministry will continue to contribute
to humanitarian and charitable initiatives to assisting those in
need.

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

.

Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Sitiveni Rabuka with the Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs, Lenora Qereqeretabua
and the staff of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, during the official launching of Fiji’s first Foreign Policy White Paper, at the Grand Pacific
Hotel. Photo: SUPPLIED

LJI’S first Foreign Policy
White Paper 2024, has
been officially launched
by the Prime Minister
and Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Sitiveni Rabuka, last month.

This  signifies a  historic
achievement in the advancement
of Fiji’s foreign services.

The first of such initiative,
Fiji’s Foreign Policy = White
Paper articulates Fiji’s Foreign
Policy priorities and outlines
Government’s policy direction
that guides its international
engagements into the next decade.

PM Rabuka said that Fiji’s
Foreign Policy is Government’s
commitment to secure Fiji’s place
in the global community and to
ensure a prosperous and secure
future for every Fijian.

The Head of Government stated
that the Foreign Policy sets out the
path to meet the complex foreign
policy challenges being faced as
a nation and it was a definitive
statement of the Government’s
foreign policy and Fiji’s place in
the world.

He further said that the Foreign
Policy reaffirms Fiji’s status as the
hub in the Pacific region and the
foundation for the Policy is a whole-
of-nation approach that integrates
all elements of policy — domestic
and external, and recognises that the
security and prosperity ultimately
depend on a clear-eyed view of the
national interests and values, and
how best to advance them.

PM Rabuka stated that Fiji’s
Foreign Policy sits alongside Fiji’s
National Development Plan (NDP)
and the proposed response to the
current National Security and
Defence Review as the foundations
of the Government’s strategy
to advance Fiji’s strategic and
economic interests and strengthen
its social cohesion.

On a similar note, he highlighted
the three interconnecting pillars of
Fiji’s foreign policy: sovereignty,
security and prosperity.

PM Rabuka thanked the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs for initiating a
whole-of-Government process to
incorporate the views of Ministries
and agencies and entities outside of

the public sector.

He extended his heartfelt
appreciation to all the stakeholders,
particularly to the Reference Group
for their incredible support and
further acknowledged the Australian
Government for the technical and
financial support rendered through
the renewed and elevated Vuvale
partnership.

PM Rabuka said that Fiji’s Foreign
Policy White Paper was not just any
other document — but a roadmap that
ensures that Fiji’s future generations
will live in a country that was secure
and prosperous and respected on the
global stage.

The launching program was
attended by the government
ministers, members of parliament,
diplomatic ~ corps and  key
stakeholders.

Fiji’s Foreign Policy White Paper
is now accessible to the public via
the link https://www foreignaffairs.
gov.fj/foreign-policy-white-
paper-2/

(Source:
Affairs)

Ministry of Foreign
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By DIPESH KUMAR

1JI is solidifying its position as
a strategic shipping and cargo
hub in the Pacific region with
the completion of three major
infrastructure projects at the Lautoka Port.

These developments are set to enhance the
ports operational efficiency, sustainability
and border security, further strengthening
the nation’s role in global and regional
maritime logistics.

Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, during
his visit to the Lautoka Port recently shared
that the move will enhance Fiji’s position
in the global supply chain focusing on
managing and redistribution of cargo
between Asia, America and other Pacific
Island Countries.

He shared that these are very important,
while looking at developing Fiji as a
shipment and cargo hub.

The infrastructure projects include
maintenance dredging, covering an area

upgrades at Lautoka Port

of 63,624 square metres which will ensure
that Lautoka port can maintain its depth and
navigability, crucial for accommodating
larger ships.

The other projects include the construction
of a container yard and a pilot boat project
named “Louvaju”. The new pilot boat will
enhance the ports maritime control and
border security with the ability to operate
beyond port boundaries.

PM Rabuka stressed that the upgrades
were important for Fiji’s ambition to
become a key logistics hub in the Pacific.

“For us in Fiji it’s very important because
the volume of traffic coming in from both
East and West will have to be broken down
into island territory siders. So, this is where
we feel we can best do it.”

He added that these projects were part
of the Government’s larger initiative to
modernise infrastructure and enhance
Fiji’s capacity to handle growing maritime
demands given the world was running out
of space and nations were turning their
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Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka witnesses the dredging works being carried out at the Lautoka Port.

eyes towards efficient logistics solutions.
“Our ports are the lifeline of our economy
and these upgrades ensure that we can meet
the demands of the future while protecting
our environment,” he said.
He shared that the global shipping routes

Photo: SUPPLIED

evolve and Fiji’s upgraded facilities will
ensure that the nation remains an important
player in the Pacific region’s shipping and
logistics landscape.

The two Deputy Prime Ministers, Manoa Kamikamica and Biman Prasad with Government officials at
the launch of the National Development Plan 2025-2029. Photo: SUPPLIED

By PRASHILA DEVI

‘ ‘ HE Government’s
I primary objective in
formulating a new

National Development

Plan was to reflect a new political
mandate —one that enhances the wellbeing
of you, inclusiveness and sustainable
development.”

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for
Trade, Co-operatives, Small and Medium
Enterprises and Communications, Manoa
Kamikamica, in launching the National
Development Plan 2025-2029 called it
a comprehensive policy document that
will guide the allocation of government
resources for the next five years,
while setting a solid platform for Fiji’s
development trajectory over the next 25
years

“As a nation, we have shown remarkable
resilience in the face of numerous
challenges, from the devastating impacts
of the global pandemic, economic
and financial crises, changing global
geopolitical dynamics and the gravity of
war against drugs.”

The Plan is built on three core pillars:

1. Economic Resilience — To diversify
the economy through innovation, research,
and technology, building resilience to
future economic shocks.

2. People Empowerment — To address
development gaps to ensure that all Fijians
have access to basic services, fostering
active engagement in nation-building.

3. Good Governance — To promote

accountability, transparency, and respect
for the rule of law, protecting the sanctity
of our democracy.

These three pillars are critical to Fiji’s
long-term development. The Plan will
aim to:

*Strengthen macroeconomic confidence;

* Manage and enhance the productivity
of our natural resources;

* Catalyze economic growth;

* Uplift the socioeconomic wellbeing of
our people;

* Develop public infrastructure; and

* Promote good governance and
institutional reforms.

DPM Kamikamica explained that the
NDP’s implementation process was
anchored on achievement of results,
and a transparent and accountable
implementation, monitoring and
evaluation (IME) mechanism.

He added that the plan aligns with global
and regional commitments, such as the
United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC), and the 2050
Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent.

“It underscores Fiji’s commitment to
regional leadership and positions our
nation as a Pacific hub for commerce and
trade.”

The NDP document states that the key
three years outcomes particularly focus
on impactful enablers to catalyse human
development, increase economic activity
and propel economic growth, while
mitigating against shocks such as the
impact of natural disasters.

 Action at MEPC 82
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The Fiji delegation attending the Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) 82nd session held at
the International Maritime Organization (IMO) Headquarters in London. Photo: SUPPLIED

FIJI Government delegation

was represented at the Marine

Environment Protection

ommittee (MEPC) 82nd

session held at the International Maritime

Organization (IMO) Headquarters in
London.

MEPC 82, held from September
30-October 4, 2024, discussed a range
of environmental matters, including
proposed mid-term measures for the
reduction of greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions from ships, enhancing energy
efficiency of shipping, tackling marine
litter, ballast water management and
underwater noise reduction.

Fiji reinforced its commitment to urgent
and ambitious climate action.

Building on a united stand with the
6PAC+ coalition at the Intersessional
Working Group (ISWG) meeting, Fiji
continues to advocate for a universal
carbon levy and Global Fuel Standard
(GFS), calling for a fair, equitable,
and transparent approach to maritime
decarbonization.

In representing Fiji, Ministry of Public
Works and Meteorological Services’
deputy secretary for Operations, George
Tavo in his address reiterated the critical
importance of a “polluter pays” principle
in establishing a universal carbon levy.

The levy is seen as an essential tool
to ensure that the shipping industry,
a significant contributor to global
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, bears
its fair share of responsibility in the global
climate fight.

Key priorities highlighted by Fiji have
been the implementation of a Universal
Carbon Levy on shipping emissions,
emphasising the “polluter pays” principle

to ensure the shipping industry contributes
to global decarbonisation and resilience-
building efforts and a Global Fuel Standard
(GFS) without flexibility mechanisms, to
ensure that climate goals are not diluted
to safeguard the interests of climate-
vulnerable nations.

Fiji’s position reflects a broader call made
by the 6PAC+ coalition during the ISWG
meeting, where Pacific and Caribbean
nations united in demanding ambitious
maritime emissions reductions.

The coalition emphasised the need for
a universal emissions levy, equitable
revenue distribution, and clear functional
requirements to ensure compliance with
both technical and economic measures.

The 6PAC+ coalition also stressed that
the framework must prioritise vulnerable
nations and reflect their unique challenges
in the global decarbonization effort.

“As a nation severely impacted by rising
sea levels and climate change, Fiji believes
that a universal carbon levy and a strict
Global Fuel Standard are crucial for both
in-sector and out-of-sector investments”,
Mr Tavo said.

He added that looking ahead, Fiji has
committed to continuing constructive
discussions at MEPC 83 and beyond,
aiming for a net-zero shipping industry
while ensuring that no nation, especially the
most vulnerable, is left behind in the global
energy transition.

Fiji’s delegation at MEPC 82 was
represented by the Ministry of Public Works,
Meteorological Services and Transport, the
Fijian High Commission in London and the
Maritime Safety Authority of Fiji (MSAF).

(Source: Ministry of Public Works and
Meteorological Services)
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By JAMIL SULEMAN

HE Ministry for Health and Medical Services
intends to bring dental prosthetic services
back to Colonial War Memorial Hospital, once
suitable space has been identified.

This was the assurance given by the line Minister, Dr
Atonio Lalabalavu as he updated Parliament on the status
of dental prosthetic services at Nakasi Health Centre last
week.

Minister Lalabalavu highighted the current services
provided and the challenges faced by the centre, which
serves as the main provider of dental prosthetics for Fiji’s
central and eastern divisions.

He explained that the centre became the primary hub for
dental prosthetic services after the original clinic and lab
at the CWM Hospital was relocated to Nakasi in October
2019 due to the building being declared an occupational
health and safety hazard.

Minister Lalabalavu noted that the Nakasi Health Centre’s
Prosthetic Clinic and Laboratory sees an average of 3,360
patients annually.

However, the relocation has brought with it several

challenges, including limited space, congestion, a backlog
of patients, and high room temperatures caused by the
heating processes used in the construction of dentures.

Despite these issues, the Minister assured Parliament that
contingency plans are in place to address them.

“Dental prosthetic services aim to restore the loss of
natural teeth through the construction of removable or
fixed dentures, helping patients regain function, aesthetics,
and self-confidence,” the Minister said.

“We are continuously reviewing the situation, and
measures include providing storage space for dental
consumables at CWM Hospital and purchasing portable
air conditioning units to create a more comfortable
environment for staff and patients at Nakasi,” the Minister
explained.

The Minister also emphasised the collaboration between
dental technicians and oral health professionals in
delivering comprehensive care, especially for patients who
have undergone oral surgery.

“The Ministry intends to bring the dental prosthetic
services closer to the rest of the dental services once
adequate space is identified and assessed to have sufficient
utilities support to provide the full range of dental prosthetic

Korean Volunteers Medical Team providing free medical check-up
to members of the public at the Nakasi Health Centre.
Photo: SUPPLIED

services,” he said.

“Oral health is an important component of health services
at the Ministry, and it is also an important consideration in
the current redevelopment project at the CWM Hospital,”
he added.

Ministry to roll out National HIV
surge Strategy 2024-2021

in children less than 10 years-old.

he added.

Minister for Health and Medical Services, Dr
Atonio Lalabalavu pays close attention to the
debate during the Parliament sitting last week.
Photo: SUPPLIED

By AZARIA FAREEN

HE United Nations Programme
on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS)
has reported that since 2010,
the estimated number of new

infections in Fiji has risen by 260 percent.

This alarming statistic was revealed
by the Minister for Health and Medical
Service, Dr Atonio Lalabalavu, as he
highlighted the National HIV Surge
Strategy 2024-2027 in Parliament last
week.

NGO’s,

the fastest
growing epidemic in the Asia Pacific,

“Unfortunately, we are
only behind the Philippines and we have
surpassed Papua New Guinea as well,” he
said.

“Since 2021, the Ministry has recorded
new HIV cases in the hundreds for the first
time since we reported our first case some
35-years-ago in 1989.” It includes:

“There were 121 new HIV cases in 2021,
245 cases in 2022, 415 cases in 2023 and
for this year in the first six months, we 2)
have recorded 552 new cases,” he added.

Minister Lalabalavu said that from
January to June this year, out of the 552
cases 97 percent were diag-nosed in adults
and 3 percent or 12 cases were diagnosed

“Divisionally, the Central and Eastern
division recorded 69 percent or 380 new
HIV cases, the Western division had 27
percent or 151 new cases and the Northern
division had 3 percent or 90 new cases.”

“The male gender is the most affected
with 69 percent or 381 new HIV cases,”

The mother to child transmission of HIV
has also increased with 14 new infections
diagnosed in newborn babies in 2022,
eight in 2023 and six for the period of
January to June this year.

“For the same period, 15 percent of
more than 552 new cases were amongst
those with the injectable illicit drugs,”
Minister Lalabalavu highlighted.

“Age related deaths have also increased
over the years with 25 deaths in 2021, 46
in 2022, 82 in 2023 and currently there
have been 13 deaths in 2024.”

“The National HIV Surge Strategy 2024—
2027 was developed following a wide
consultation with stakehold-ers within
the Government, community members,
civil
faith-based organiza-tions and advocacy
groups that have seen their contributions
captured in the strategy,” he added.

“The HIV board through mandated HIV/
AIDS Act of 2011 have also endorsed
the setting up of two multi sectoral task
forces to facilitate the implementation
and roll out of the strategy,” he added.

In the months ahead,
through the task forces with the support
of technical and community partners will
roll out the strategy to the whole of Fiji.

1) increasing public awareness and
understanding of HIV infections,
reduce HIV
expedite public health response,

3) treatment, care, human rights and
social justice for people living with HIV

By JAMIL SULEMAN

health facilities.

society  organizations,

hospitals and clinics.

cancer management
of services,

the Ministry country

are referred overseas

Minister Lalabalavu said.
transmissions and

treatment hospital.

and Health Care Fiji Ltd.

DEDICATED cancer hospital

is not in the immediate plans

for the Ministry of Health and

edical Services as the needs

of cancer patients are being met in existing

In acknowledging the growing number of
cancer cases, the line Minister, Dr Atonio
Lalabalavu, in response to a question in
Parliament, explained that these patients
are being managed within the existing

Minister Lalabalavu emphasised that
involves a range
including prevention, early
diagnosis and treatments such as surgery,
medication and radiation therapy.

He, however, explained that while most
of these treatments are available in the
the absence of radiotherapy
services remains a challenge.

“Radiotherapy treatment is currently not
available in the country, and our cancer
patients who will benefit from radiotherapy
for treatment,”

He said that at present, there were no
immediate plans to build a dedicated cancer

However, Minister Lalabalavu highlighted
a future initiative under the Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) between the Government

Staff of Colonial War Memorial Hospital Pacific Eye Institute this week visited the Children’s Ward at CWMH
and distributed children’s kits in commemoration of World Sight Day 2024. Photo: SUPPLIED

“Radiotherapy services will be one of
the tertiary services established at Lautoka
Hospital in the future, this is part of the
broader development plans for Lautoka and
Ba hospitals,” he added.

The  Minister acknowledged  that
establishing a radiotherapy centre will be an
expensive endeavour.

Herevealed that the previous Government’s
attempt to build a radiotherapy centre at the
Colonial War Memorial (CWM) Hospital in
Suva was unsuccessful due to the high costs
involved.

“The Ministry is working with the
Lautoka Hospital team and the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) towards the
Radiotherapy Treatment Centre project at
Lautoka Hospital,” the Minister explained.

Additionally, a multisectoral team is
currently reviewing the Radiation Health
Act 2009 to enable the introduction of
radiotherapy services in Fiji.

Meanwhile, Minister Lalabalavu took
the opportunity to remind the members of
the Parliament of October being the Breast
Cancer Awareness Month.

“I acknowledge those who have been
wearing pink this week in Parliament to
show your support,” he said.

“Let us continue to talk about cancer
prevention and encourage participation
in early diagnosis and treatment in
your respective communities,” Minister
Lalabalavu urged.
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By AZARIA FAREEN

HE National

Management

enhance Fiji’s

resilience and
disasters.

This was relayed by the Minister for
Rural and Maritime Development and
Disaster Management, Sakiasi Ditoka,
while outlining core priorities of the Bill.

“It also sets out the guiding principles that
will underpin our disaster risk management
efforts, ensuring a comprehensive,
inclusive, and sustainable approach,”
Minister Ditoka said.

“With these foundational elements in
place, we are equipped to move forward
with a strong and effective disaster
management framework.”

“In addition, the establishment of the
Single Window International Facilitation

Disaster Risk
Bill aims to
preparedness,
response  to

Team is a critical step forward,” he added.

This team will streamline and manage
international assistance during disasters,
ensuring that legal and logistical challenges
are addressed, and that aid can be received
and distributed efficiently.

Minister Ditoka said that by formalising
this  process, ‘“we guarantee that
international support is swiftly mobilised
when needed”.

“The establishment of the Fiji Cluster
System will further enhance our disaster
management capacity by coordinating
sector-specific responses,” Minister Ditoka
said.

“This system encourages collaboration
across various sectors such as health and
nutrition, education, and communication
in ensuring a cohesive and integrated
approach to disaster response.”

“Additionally, the functions of the
Divisional Disaster Risk Management

Office ensure that each division is equipped
with the necessary leadership to implement
effective  disaster risk management
strategies tailored to their specific needs
and circumstances,” he added.

Minister Ditoka said that the Bill also
provides for the registration and regulation
of Humanitarian Actors and Disaster Risk
Management Volunteers.

“These actors will be recognised through
a formal registry, and clear standards will
be established to ensure accountability and
effectiveness in their contributions,” he
highlighted.

“This structure also allows for the
deregistration of actors or volunteer
organizations that fail to meet the required
standards, thereby maintaining the integrity
of our disaster response efforts.”

Minister Ditoka added that the Disaster
Risk Management Fund was designed to
provide the necessary financial support

Minister for Rural and Maritime Development and
Disaster Management, Sakiasi Ditoka, making a
contribution during the Parliament sitting last week
Photo: SUPPLIED

for disaster preparedness and response
activities including Loss and Damage.
The Bill was passed in Parliament.

Minister highlights need
for railway network
revitalisation in Parliament

ncreased productivity

N

Minister for Multi-Ethnic Affairs and Sugar,
Charan Jeath Singh speaks in Parliament.
Photo: SUPPLIED

By JAMIL SULEMAN

HE Minister for

Multi-Ethnic

Affairs and Sugar

Industry, Charan
Jeath Singh addressed the issue
of maintaining and repairing Fiji’s
railway network system, which
has suffered extensive damage
over the years.

In response to a query in
Parliament last week, Minister
Singh provided a detailed update
on the current status and future
plans for the sugar industry’s
transport infrastructure.

“Out of a total of 482
kilometres of rail across our
mills, only 384 kilometres
remain operational”

He emphasised that while 80
per cent of the network was still
functional, significant portions
remain out of use where the
Lautoka, Rarawai, and Labasa
Mills all had varying levels
of operational capacity, with

Lautoka facing the most
challenges.
Minister ~ Singh  expressed

concern over the outdated state
of locomotives and a shortage
of rail carts and bins, all of
which pose further difficulties
for the industry.

He reflected on past trends,
pointing out that rail transport of
sugarcane, once accounting for
over 90 per cent of deliveries,

had sharply declined.

“In 2015, rail accounted
for 21 per cent of deliveries,
while trucks delivered 79
per cent. By 2023, only
seven per cent of sugarcane
was transported by rail.”

He added that the shift
towards transport
was a missed opportunity
to invest in the more cost-
effective rail system.
“Instead of investing in

our railway infrastructure,
known to be the cheaper

road

and more efficient means
of sugarcane transport,
the  previous  government

emphasised road transportation
by trucks.”

He went on to highlight how
the cost of transporting cane in
Australia was much lower, at
under $4 per tonne, compared
to Fiji’s current $25-30 per
tonne.

The Minister assured
Parliament that the current
government was committed to
revitalising the railway network
with discussions underway with
a reputable Indian company to
conduct a feasibility study on the
system, while the Government
awaits the findings of a study
by the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO).

“Our decisions will be based
on the findings of the study and,
most importantly, on the needs
and desires of our farmers.”

Minister acknowledged
affirmed the current
administration’s commitment to
restoration efforts.

“We are committed to
restoring the railway network
and supporting our farmers, but
this journey requires thoughtful
planning and collaboration,”.

Minister for Rural and Maritime Development and Disaster Management Sakiasi Ditoka officiated at the inauguration of the
Koroibici Subdivision Development Project at Vuma Village in Ovalau, Lomaiviti, recently. Also present was Minister for Justice,
Siromi Turaga and other Government officials. Photo: SUPPLIED

By AZARIA FAREEN

IGH rural poverty rate of 36.5 percent,

particularly with those associated with

subsistence farmers and rural urban

drift are the two major issues being
looked into.

Inhighlighting this, Minister for Rural and Maritime
Development and Disaster Management, Sakiasi
Ditoka said that this was being done in partnership
with stakeholders to systematically address these
issues through their various development programs.

“The revamped Rural Outer Island (ROI)
Programme undertook a thorough consultation with
key stakeholders during the formulation stage in
order to understand the strengths, weaknesses and
opportunities that exist in the agriculture, fisheries
and forestry value chain system before mapping the
pathway,” he said.

“Some of the key rural development issues that
were identified include farm access roads, market
access, communication networks, transportation,
water supply and the issues of climate change due
to the rise in sea levels and river bank erosion,” he
added.

“Given the increase in demand and broad
interrelated issues facing our rural communities,
the revamped ROI programme needed to focus on
complimenting the Ministry of Agriculture and the
Ministry of Fisheries and Forestry programmes,” he
said.

“One of the expected outcomes of the ROI
programme is on improving productivity and
increasing production, mostly targeting our
subsistence farmers,” he added.

He said that this is crucial given the expected

increase in productivity which will lead to increase
in agricultural production and in increase in income.

“This will in turn contribute towards addressing rural
poverty due to the expected increase in purchasing
power of our rural subsistence households,” he said.

“This ROI programme ensures that it contributes
towards addressing food security and nutrition
which is a very important component of measuring
poverty.”

To ensure increased production and contribution
from the rural farmers are realised, the ministry
was finalising its production and farming plan and
will soon start with ROI community awareness and
training programme on their monthly targets and
expected post-harvest annual returns.

“Helping our ROI farmers understand the dollar
value of their post-harvest annual returns may
provide that necessary motivation and drive towards
increase in productivity,” he said.

“All the ROI communities’ production and farming
plans will be closely monitored by our divisional
technical working group chaired by our divisional
commissioners.”

“The ministry has noted the importance of the
programme sustainability thus all our ROI farming
communities will be incubated in the next three to
five years to ensure that their targets materialise as
planned,” he added.

The ministry will proceed with profiling of the ROI
farming communities in order to have some baseline
statistics on their current living standards, income
levels and their goals for the next 3 to 5 years.
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By PRASHILA DEVI
(c WARDS are
impactful tools,
they drive us to
achieve higher
and effect changes in ourselves,
and in the spheres that we
operate”

The President, Ratu Wiliame
Katonivere, after conferring
awards to recipients on various
categories at the Special
Investiture Ceremony at State
House this week, urged the
awardees to “positively influence
others to serve meaningfully
and with conviction”

“The conferment of the
national awards is a recognition
of the culture of appreciation.
I urge you to culti-vate that
across your spheres,” President
Katonivere said.

“To all awardees, we recognise
your dedication. You have
demonstrated selflessness in
the midst of chal-lenges. Your
impact in the communities you
serve, your professional spaces,
and to the nation, is acknowl-
edged”

The awards were conferred
in different categories which
included the Order of Fiji (in
both General and Military
Divisions), the 50th Anniversary
Commemorative Medal, and
the Civil Service Medal.
President Katonivere especially
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acknowledged the recipients
from the disciplined force for
their service to the nation and
FOR their contribution to
global peace.

He added, “As we draw closer
to the commemoration of
Fiji Day on 10th October
2024, it is befitting that we
honour individuals, who have
contributed their services to
their communities and the
nation at large in their varied
fields”

Seven individuals were also
conferred citizenship certificates
during the ceremony.

In welcoming these recipients
as citizens of Fiji, the Head of
State reminded them of their
civic duty to ad-here to “the
laws of our beloved nation -
exercise your rights responsibly
and always have respect for one
another”.

‘I reminded the previous
recipients, we live in a multi-
racial, multi-cultural society,
and I cannot emphasise enough
the importance of respecting the
differences between ethnicity,
religion, gender, and economic
and social status,” President
Katonivere said.

Civil servants who had served
for extensive period of time in
service were also awarded for
their contribution.

The President, Ratu Wiliame Katonivere, paid homage to the citizens who stood out for their contribution to the nation
during the special investiture ceremony at State House this week which included Member of the Order of Fiji in the
General Division awardee, Dayal Bhai Patel, and Bravery Medal recipient, Veresa Sokosoko.

Photo: NANISE NEIMILA
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Three-year-old Amarie Seraphim Asena Naulivou receives her citizenship certificate from President,
Ratu Wiliame Katonivere. Photo: NANISE NEIMILA
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Vatukoula Gold Mine Strike Settlement

Three million, six hundred and

eighty thousand dollars
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$ 3,680,000.00

Na Paraiminisita ni noda Vanua o Hon Sitiveni Rabuka, na Petesitedi ni Fiji Mine Workers Union o Joseva Sadreau kei na Minisita ni vei Vakacakacakataki o Hon Agni Deo Singh ena kena soli nai matai ni wasewase vei ira na

“Nikua meda vakasamataka lesu
tiko nai lakolako balavu ogo au
vinakata meu vakaraitaka kina
na noqu kere veivosoti vei ira
na tamata cakacaka keinira na
waraka vakabalavu tu mai. Edakila
na mosi kie na rarawa e salavata

ai, ka da vakadinadinataka na
solinbula era vakayacora oira era
tudei ena nodra vakabauta”.

a nodra mala ni vosa
nai liuliu ni matanitu o
Hon Sitiveni Rabuka era
vakaraitaka ni kena mai
yaco na gagadre ooq e dua nai tuvatuva
e biuta vata mai na Matanitu Cokovata
ena kena sagai me wali na leqa oqo.
E dau wewe ni gusudra voli na
peresitedi ni Fiji Miners Workers
Union o Joseva Sadreau ena kena sa
mai ciqomi nai matai ni wasewase ni
lavo mai na matanitu ka rauta ni $3.6m.
Era marau na lewe ni soqosoqo ka vaka

kina na nodra dui vuvale ena kena sa
mai rogoci na nodra masu ena vuku ni
nodra gagadre.

Ia na Kaukauwa ni Kalou, na vakabauta
lailai e koto ena neimami bula e rawa
toka kina ni voroki kina nai lati
vakapolitiki, nai lati ni dredre era
curuma mai na lewe ni soqosoqo na
mosi ni mavoa na tagiyaso era vakila
ni kalou e tu raviti ira ena veigauna
taucoko’.

Kivei ira na daucakacaka e Vatukoula,
keimami  vakavinavinakataka  na

dau cakacaka ena Vatukoula Gold Mine.

nomuni vosota... Ko ni sa vakaraitaka
vei keimami na ibalebale dina ni
kaukauwa kei na yalodina, ka sa
veivakauqgeti vei keda kece na nomu
valataka na lewa dodonu. Au gadreva
talega meu vakavinavinakataka na
Fiji Trades Union (FTUC), o Mr Felix
Anthony ena nona veitokoni kei na
cakacaka vata kei na matanitu ena kena
kauta mai na veika oqo ka vakayacori
vei ira na neimami tamata cakacaka ena
vugqa na yabaki sa oti.
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ITAKITAKI E NA LOMA NI MACAWA

TOS0I TIKO GA 0 KEYASI

sa mai vakadeitaka na
Minisita ni Veivakavaletaki
o Hon Maciu Nalumisa na
kena sana voleka ni mai
vakacavari nai matai ni wasewase ni
cakacaka enai tikotiko ni matanitu e
Keyasi Navosa. Era veisiko voli kina
na Minisita ena vuku walega ni kena
gadrevi me sana mai vakacavari tiko
ena Okotova ni 2025.
Na kena mai tekivutaki nai matai ni
kena I wasewase e rauta ni $10.4m
na kenai sau vakailavo, e vakanamata
taki tiko ena kena vakavinakataki na
duidui tabana ni veigaravi mena rawa
ni vakarautaki na kena tekivutaki nai
karua ni wasewase. Nai karua ni wase-
wase ena umani kina na kena tara
eso na veivale kei na veiqaravi me ba-
leti ira na lewenivanua e Keyasi kei na
veivanua volekati.
“Na cakacaka oqo e dua na vanua e
dau raica na Matanitu Cokovata oya
mena tovolei mena kauta vakavoleka
yani na veiqaravi kina veitikotiko ka
tokona talega na veivanua e Viti ka
sega ni gadrevi na tamata mera lako
sobu sara mai ena veitaoni mera mai
sikova na kena valenivolavola vakabi-
bi na yasana o Nadroga kei Navosa”
Na kena na mai vakacavari na veiv-
akatoroicaketaki me baleta na Keiyasi
Town Development Project e namaki
mena vakaukauwataka sara vakalevu
na bula vakailavo ni vanua ka cau
kina na Dinau ni Matanitu(GDP).

| —

Na Minisita ni Veivakavaletaki o Hon Maciu Nalumisa kei na Vunivola Tudei ni o Ms Seema Sharma ena kena vakamatatataki na Keyasi Town

Na veivakatoroicaketaki oqo ena va-
karautaka e dua na valenivolavola v
ni tauni, vanua ni veivoli kei na veiqa-
ravi tale eso me vaka na Tabana ni
Bokobuka(NFA) kei na veitabana tale
ni matanitu eso.

“Na cakacaka oqo ena sega walega
ni veisautaki Keiyasi ena laveta cake

tale na veitikotiko e volekata ena kena
vakarautaki vakavinaka cake na kena
rawati na veiqaravi yaga kei na veisala
ni rawaka vakailavo”

E sa vakadeitaka talega o Hon Na-
lumisa ena kena sa vakarautaki tu e
sivia ni 9 na eka na gele me baleta na
cakacaka oqo ka tiki ni porokaramu

Development Project.

levu ni Tabana ni Veivakavaletaki ka
kena i naki mena vakabulabulataka na
veiqaravi ni veivakatoroicaketaki ka
tokoni talega vakalevu na noda matai-

tikotiko.

GADREVI NA KENA VAKAVINAKATAKI NA
WAVU E VANUABALAVU

sa tomana tiko ga na Matani-
tu Cokovata ena kena sikovi
wavoki tiko na noda ena vei-
yanuyanu ena vuku ni kena
gadrevi tiko ga na veivakatoroicaketa-
ki mena rawa ni taladrodro vinka na
veigaravi e ratou sa qarava tiko mai na
Matanitu.
E laki veisiko voli na Minisita ni
Veiqaravi Raraba, Veilakoyaki kei na
Tabana ni Draki o Hon Ro Filipe Tui-
sawau kina yanuyanu o Vanuabalavu
ka laki vakadeitaka talega ena kena
sa gadrevi mena vakavinakataki na
wavu e Lomaloma ka vaka kina na
veigaunisala ena loma ni Yanuyanu.E
sa laki veitalanoa talega kei ratou na
tabana ni Gaunisala(Fiji Roads Au-
thority) ena kena sa gadrevi na caka-
caka mena taqomaka na nodra bula na
lewenivanua e na yanuyanu o Vanuba-
lavu.
“Au sa raica ka vakadinadinataka na
vanua kau sa vakaraitaka vei ratou na
Tabana ni Gaunisala na kena sa gadrevi
saraga mesa tekivu na cakacaka, na no-
dra tagomaki na lewenivanua ena bibi
kina na kena caka na gaunisala”
E tomana na Turaga na Minisita nisa

E raica tiko gori na Minisita Ni Veiqarav i Raraba , Veilakoyaki kei na Tabana Ni Draki o Hon Ro Filipe Tuisawau na wavu e Lomaloma Vanuabalavu ka
gadrevi mena vakavinakataki.

tekivu totolo na kena vakavinakataki
na gaunisala oka talega kina na culverts
kai na gaunisala ni wai(drainage).Na
veivakatoroicaketaki oqo ena vakade-
itaka na kena taqomaki na veitikotiko
kece sara e vanua.

E vakaraitaka talega o Hon Tuisawau

na nona kere veivosoti ena vuku ni
kena lokuyarataki na kena vakavi-
nakataki na gaunisala e Vanuabalavu
vakabibi na kena tarai cake na nodra
bula na lewenivanua ena veisiga na ka
okati talega kina oira na kena gonevuli.
Sa vakayaco tiko na veituvatuva mena

rawa ni wali kina na leqa era sotava tiko
me baleta nai kelekele ni waqa e Lo-
maloma ka vaka kina na kena gaunisa-
la.
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Na Chief Operations Officer ni Lion One Limited o Mr Patrick Hickey, na Marama ni Yavusa o Rarawaqa o
Kelera Matalau kei na Minisita ni Qele kei na Iyaubula o Hon Filimoni Vosarogo ena kena soli na Cheque ki

“Ogo edua na gauna talei sega walega
ni kena mai tokoni na veidinadinati mai
na Matanitu kina kabani kei na itikotiko
ja sa esa duavata vata talega ena kena
kena maroroi nai yau me baleta nai sau-
sau vou nilewe niYavusa o Rarawaqa ka
vaka kina na vanua o Vit
a nodra mala ni vosa na
Minisita ni Qele kei na Iy-
aubula o Hon Vosarogo ena
nodra laki soli na Cheqeue e
$150,605 ki vua na Marama ni Mataqali
o Nacokula ena Yavusa o Rarawaqa ena
vanua o Vaturu o Kelera Matalau.
“Na koula kei na Siliva eda sa kila deivaki
ni ni yavunibula, kauakuwa kei na sautu,
Sa vakalougatataki na noda matanitu
enai vurevure talei , ka bulu ena ruku ni
vuravura ka sa vakavuna sara e levu na
gaunisala ni kena rawati ka sautu na noda
bula vakailavo, ka da mai vakdinadinataka
ena siga nikua”.
E vakaraitaka o Hon Vosarogo ni gauna
vata 0oqo ena yabaki sa oti ea mai veito-
mani talega ena matai ni kena sovaraki
mai na koula mai na cakacaka oqo ena
loma ni 12 na vula. Na Lion Limited sa

vua nai liuliu ni Yavusa o Rarawaqa.
vakauta rawa e 12 nai wasewasse ni kena
vakau na koula kei na siliva kina Tuvatu
Mine kan rauta ni 7,619 na koula ka 2,473
na siliva ka tiko na kena I sau vakailavo
ena $39 na milioni.
“Na veika esa mai soli nikua esai vakara-
itaki ni yalayala ni matanitu kina nomu-
dou vanua. Moni nanuma tiko na nomuni
sa vakadonuya taumada na kena dolavi na
katuba ni toso sega walega vei ira na lewe
ni Mataqali o Nacokula ka sa yaga talega
vei ira na lewei Viti”.
E vakavinavinakataka na Marama ni
Yavusa o Rarawaqa, na kabani na Lion
One Limited kei na veiqaravi yalodina ni
vakalesilesi ni Mineral Resources Depart-
ment. Na kena vakayacori na soqo esai
vakaraitaki ni cakacakavata kei na veido-
kai ka vakaukauwataki na veivakatoroca-
ketaki.
E ra mai vosa talega na Marama ni Yavusa
o Rarawaqa o Kelera Matalau ni siga nikua
ni veika e mai vakayacori ena siga nikua
esai tuvatuva ni kalou , ka vakavotukanat-
aki na yalo ni vosota kei na yalo ni duavata
vwei ira na lewe ni Yavusa ka vaka kina
oira na dauveigaravi.

ME VAKATOROICAKETAK)

0 VANUALEVU

eitou sa navuca ka
vakadeitaka talega me
sana dua na vanua
vinaka(Hub) ni sara-
vanua o Vanua Levu, e dua na vanua e
sautu ka vakalevutaka na tubu vakailavo,
vakavurea e levu na cakacaka ka ra okati
me vanua taleitaki ena noda vanua ka
vaka kina e vanua tani’.

Nai tukutuku oqori era vakaraitaka nai
liviliu ni noda Matanitu o Hon Sitiveni
Ligamamada Rabuka ena nodra laki
vulagi dokai ena kena laki tavoci na Po-
rokaramu ni saravanua ka vakatokai me
NaVualiku Tourism Development Proj-
ect.

“Ena loma ni 18-20 na vula sa oti e sivia
ni 10 na kabani era sa vakaitavi ena caka-
caka ni veivakatoroicaketaki e Vanu-
alevu. Sa solia tiko na Bage ni Vuravura
e $400m mena vakayagataki ena loma ni
10 na yabaki mena tokoni kina na tubu
ena vualiku ni noda vanua.”

Na Matanitu esa vakanamata kina dua
nai walewale ena kena vakataucoko taki
ka laveti cake kina na noda bula vakaila-
vo, na tamata kina veisiga ni mataka. Esa

¢

vakaraitaki talega ni veimama keda i wili-
wili eda vakaitikoitko ena veikorolelevu.
Na veitosoyaki mai na koro kina veitaoni
esa dua na leqa levu saraga esa sotavi tiko
ena gauna nikua.

E vakaraitaka talega na Vunivola Tu-
dei ni Tabana ni Saravanua o Salaseini
Daunabuna ena vuku ni kena laurai ni
4% na saravnua era dau yaco sara yani e
Vanualevu ka ratou sa biuta kina na tu-
vatuva 0qo ena kena tovolei me vakalev-
utaki kina na levu ni wiliwili ni saravanua
era yaco sara mai ena Vualiku.E tomana
ni rawa ga kevaka e vakavinakataki na
rara ni wagavuka vaka talega kina na
gaunisala. Esa tiko talega nai tuvatuva
ena loma ni 10 na yabaki ka gadrevi kina
na kena na tara tale eso na veiotela ena
veibaravi ena Vualiku.

Esa vakavinavinaka taki ira na veitabana
vakamatanitu ka vaka kina na Worldd
Bank ena vuku ni veitokoni ena kena
sa tekivu babasika mai na veivakatoro-
icaketaki ena noda vanua vakausivi ena
loma ni 3 na yasana ena Vualiku.Ec sa
nuidei tu o Hon Rabuka nisa vuavuai vi-
naka na NaVualiku Tourism Project.

TAVOGINA NATIONAL DIABETES DAY

Campaign 2024. Na kena vunautaki na sasaga oqo
e ratou liutaka na timi ni Diabetes Fiji ka vaka kina
na National Wellness Center mai na Tabacakacaka e
Ni Bula ena Noda Vanua’
Na sasaga esai vakaraitaki ni yalayala ni Matanitu e

>

ena revurevu ni mate sureti oka kina na
Kania na kakana sega ni bulabula
Sega na vakauwakauwa yago

. Vakayagataki sivia ni tavako

Vakayagataki ni wainiveivakamatenitaki

Na Paraiminisita ni Noda Vanua Hon Sitiveni Rabuka, Namish Chaudhry kei

Cokovata mena walia kina na bolebole levu e so-
tava tiko na Tabana ni bula sai koya na matenisuka
ka sa vakayalia e levu sara na bula ni tamata. Na
National Diabetes Campaign ni 2024 e tauyavutaka
na Diabetes Fiji ka rau cakacakavata kei na Nation-
al Wellness Center.

E na vakayacori tiko ena loma ni 2 na vula na kena
vunautaki na Health and Wellness mai na ka 7 ni
Okotova kina 30 ni Noveba. Ena salavata tiko kei na
vula ni kena vakananumikina na Mate Sureti(NCD)

Na-than Cokanasiga ena kena tavoci na National Diabetes Day. ka veisotari vata kei na Siga ni kena vakanaumi na

ra mai tavoca na macawa sa oti(4.10.2024)
na Paraiminisita ni noda vanua o Hon Si-
tiveni Rabuka ni National Diabetes Day oqo
e dua na sasaga ni kena
“Au marautaka ena noqu mai tomani kemuni ena ya-
kavi nikua meu mai tavoca kina na National Diabetes

mate ni suka ena noda vuravura(World Diabetes
Day) ena vula o Noveba.
E laurai ni 80% na mate e Viti e vu saraga mai ena
Mate ni suka ka vaka kina na mate sureti ka sa toso
cake tiko ga na kena I wiliwili. Oira na gone, uabula
kei ira na qase ena rawa nira okati ena ka vakaleqai

Esa veivakauqeti nai liuliu ni matanitu ena noda
cakacaka vata kei na soqosoqo lotu kei na kena I liu-
liu me vakataki Rev Dr Anil Ruben kei na nona lewe
ni timi, ena tekivutaki tiko na veivakararamataki oqo
ena loma ni tikina o Bau. Ni cakacakavata kei ira na
Daunivola tukutuku , veibisinisi kei na noda veitiko-
tiko na sasaga ni veivakararamataki oqo ena sagai ,me
na yacova kece yani na veivanua kece sara. Na Bisinisi
kei na veiqaravi raraba ena vakaqaqacotaka na bibi ni
kena liutaki e dua na bula kina nona bula vinka ka
dau cakacaka.

“Au vakavinavinakataka talega na veitabana era vei-
vuke mai ena sasaga oqo. Kena I otioti vinaka vaka-
levu vei kemuni kece ena bogi nikua ena nomuni
vakaitavi ena kena vunautaki na sasaga oqo ka veito-
koni ena kena tarovi na kena dewa na mate sureti ka
vakalevutaki na bula vinka”.
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94 NA YABAKI TU GAL

ei  kemuni

lewenivanua 0
keda ga da rawa
ni veisautaka na

noda matanitu, meda sa vakadonuya
meda toso vata ki liu me na rawa ni ra
bula kalougata na noda I solisoli ena
gauna muri mai”

Era osota yani na Lewe Ni Bose Lawa,
na lewe ni Diplomatic Corps, na Ma-
taivalu ni Noda Vanua, Mataivalu e
Wau, Liga ni Lawa ka vaka kina na
udolu na lewenivanua na rara e Sub-
rail Park e Labasa ena kena mai ma-
rautaki na ka 54 ni yabaki nitu galala
ni matanitu o Viti. Era laki vulagi do-
kai kina na Turaga na Peresitedi na
Tui Macuata o Ratu Wiliame Maivali-
li Katonivere.

“Na ulutaga ena siga nikua(Heal and
Hope) e veiganiti kei na gauna eda sa
donumaka tu nikua. Nida vakanan-
uma na noda Siga Ni Tu Galala ni-
kua , eda marautaka ne veika vinaka
ka vaka kina na veika eda vauci vata
kina. Eda na marautaka sara vakalevu
na noda toso ka dau votu lesu mai vei
keda na lewenivanua era sotava tu
mai na mosi kei na yaluma ena 54 ni
yabaki ni noda tu galala”

E veivakauqeti na Turaga Peresitedi
meda na dau rai vakatitobu ena noda
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duavata na kena veitauriligataki na
toso ni noda matanitu. Na kena nanu-
mi mena mai marautaki ena Vualiku
ni Noda Vanua esa dua nai yaloyalo
vinaka esa boroi vei ira na lewe ni
tolu na Yasana, ena nodra vakila na
veigaravi ka vaka kina na kena sa toso
tiko na veivakatoroicaketaki ena noda
vanua.

“Sa na gadrevi na veivakaduavatataki
ena kena na lako curumi eso na tiko
yavavala. Na veivakaduavata taki e
vakaibalebaletaki kina na vakalesui
mai na na veimaliwai vinaka mena
rawa ni tomani tale kina na veika
vivinaka ena noda vanua”,

E wvakilai na nodra marau na
lewenivanua ena Vualiku ka vaka kina
oira na Daunibisinisi ena kena osota
yani na Vualiku na veitabana vaka-
matanitu mera lai vakadinadinataka
na siga bibi ni 54 ni yabaki tu galala ni
noda vanua o Viti. Meda sa vakaroro-
go vakalevu kina veika e ra kauta mai
na noda era tiko ena noda veitikotiko.
Sa  vakanuinui vinaka na Turaga
Peresitedi ena kena marautaki na siga
bibi oqo ka sa vakanuinui vinaka tale-
ga ena kena na levu na veivakatoro-
icaketaki ena noda matanitu vakabibi
ena noda veivuvale yadudua.

ALANEILVITI
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Fiji Foc us

(Noda Viti, kei na Fiji Darpan) Vakatataro

Yacamu:
Cakacaka (sega nivakaukauwa taki):
Nidigitaka na sau nitaro e veiganiti

keina nomuni nanuma.

1. E vakacava na kena wasoma na nomu dau
wilika na pepa oqo?
a. Vuga na gauna

b. So nagauna

c. Sega

2. O ni tara vakacava na ilavelave ni pepa qo?
a. Mai na Post Office

b. Mai vua e dua na noqu itokani/wekaqu

c. Mai na dua na lavelave ni pepa na Fiji Times.

3. E dau yaga beka na tukutuku e wasei mai ena

pepa oqo?
a. lo
b. Sega

c. Sega niKkila.

4. E vakacava na itautau ni vosa e vakayagataki
ena pepa:

a. Rawarawa na vakamuria

b. Dredre na vakamuria

c. Rawa ni uasivi sara

5. Na vatavata cava tale beka (Fiji Government
website, Facebook, YouTube, Twitter) mo bu
lagoci iko kina ena tukutuku mai na Matanitu?
Fiji Government website

Fiji Government Facebook

Fiji Government YouTube

Fiji Government X

Kedua tale na vatavata?

® o 0T

Customer
satisfaction
survey

Vanua oniTiko Kina/Yasana:

Naba niTalevoni/imeli (sega ni vakaukauwa taki):

6. Nitoga na cava so oni dau taleitaka kina na
wilika na Noda Viti? E rawa ni o toga na veika
kece o taleitaka.

a. Talanoa me baleta na Peresitedi, Paraiminisita kei
ira na Minisita.

b. Nodra vosa na Peresitedi, Paraiminisita kei ira na
Minisita.

c. Kedra itaba na Peresitedi, Paraiminisita, na Minis
ita kei ira na Vakalesilesi ni Matanitu.Stories/Taba
ni veivakatorocaketaki kei na vei soqo ni Matanitu

d. Nivola eke na veika kece tale o dau taleitaka ena

pepa qo:

7. Nivola e ra na veika 0 nanuma me na oka ena
tukutuku dau vakarautaki mai na pepa qo na
Noda Viti?

a. Kedra volaitukutuku na Minisita kei ira na vakale
silesi ni matanitu.

b. Dua na taba ni pepa mme daut aba kina na nomu
ni vola.

c. Tukutukutuku me baleta na vei porokaramu ni
matanitu kei na tuvatuva ni veivakatorocaketaki.

d. Na railkesu me baleta na tukutuku makawa kei Viti
ka vakarautaki mai na Tabana ni Tukutuku Maka
wa Maroroi.

e. So na vatavatairalago.

f. Dua na taba ni pepa me vakatabakidua ki vei ira
na gone

g. Ke so tale na ka oni nanuma, ni vola eke

8. E tiko tale beka edua na nomuni nanuma me
balketa na kena vakavinakatakai na pepa oqo
na Noda Viti.?

Post your feedback to
P.O. Box 2225

Government Building,
Suva.
https://www.fiji.gov.fj/
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“E sega dina ni ka
rawarawa nida ladeva
na cakacaka vakabi-
sinisi, ka nina gadrevi
kina na bula ni vosota
kei na bula vakaiva-
karau”.

Nai tukutuku e vakaraitaka na Minis-
ita ni Itaukei, Tovo kei na Iyau Vaka-
mareqeti o Hon Ifereimi Vasu ena
nona laki vosa talega ena soqo ni kena
vakananumi na yabaki drau ni koroni-
vuli mai Lodoni kara lai vosa tiko kina
ena vuku ni bibi ni kena cicivaki na bi-
sinisi ena noda vanua.

Era tekivuna na nodra vakaraitaka na
kena biu mai na koronivuli ena vuku ni
tatadra mena maroroi na noda vanua
lomani o Viti. Mai na gauna e sa vaka-
cavari kina na yabaki ni veiqaravi ka
sa nauma me sa dewa kina vuravura
ni bisinisi ena kena garavi na gele. E
vica sara na ulitaga bibi era vakaraitaka
me baleta na kena tuvani ka cicivaki na
bisinisi.

“Na bisinisi e sega na wekana ka caka-
cakataki ena gauna , kevaka esa lo-
mamu dina mo ciciva na buturara ni
bisinisi ia mona wasea tani mai na bula
ni veiwekani”.

E kuria o Hon Vasu nisa rui bibi na
bula ni mamaroroi , ni oqo edua na
malumumalumu levu vei keda na
Itaukei, baleta ni veika lelevu eda rawa-
ta edau vakayagataki vakatabakidua

kina noda bula ena veisiga. E levu vi
ira na daunibisinisi era vakaraitaka ni
dodonu meda na dau maroroya e 60%
ka vakayagataka e 40%.Na Bisinisi e
dau gadrevi sara kina vakalevu na bula
vakaituvatuva, ka mena matata sara
vakavinaka na cava enma dodonu
mona cakava ka mena vakaituvatuva
taki na kena cavu I kalawa.

“Esa ka bibi na mamaroroi , oqo e
dua na malumalumu levu vei keda nai
Itaukei. Kesa sega ni rawa mo mama-
roroi , ia e vinaka cake mo se kua ga
ni toso ena vuravura ni bisiniswi, na
bisinisi e gadrevi kina na bula vakai
tuvatuvan ka me vakaituvatuva taki na
kena cavu kalawa yadudua mena rawa
ni rawati kina nai naki”.

E kuria o Hon Vasu ni dua talega naka
bibi ena dodonu meda gugumatua sara

kina saini koya na nodra vuli na noda
kawa bula ena veisiga ni mataka. Era
vakatautauvata taka vei ira na wekda
dau tei dovu, ena dredre era lako curu-
ma mai, kei na hula ni oca kei na tagi,
e dua na vanua era solia kina na nodra
dina sai koya na nodra vuli na luvedra”.
Esa veitataunaki o Hon Vasu kevaka e
gadrevi me susugi cake na kawa Itaukei
ena veisiga ni mataka me rawa ni cu-
ruma na vuravura kei na kena dredre.
Ia sa dodonu meda raica vakabibi na
vuli , ka me kua walega ni cava koso
me sasaga taki yani na vuli torocake
ena kena I vakatagedegede cecere sara.
Meda na rawa ni susuga cake kina e
dua na kawa ni tamata qaqa ena veisiga
ni mataka.

BIBI NA VAKAYAGATAKI NI GAUNA

O Mr Nilesh Kamal na Daunibisini taki Yaqona E Siberia Labasa ena kena vakau ena vanua levu o Hawai.

“Au tekivu vakaitavi
taki au ena kena cici-
vaki a bisinisi ena
gauna au se ka lailai
kina ka dau vakaugeti
au na turaga na tam-
aqu ena bibi ni kena
cicivaki na bisinisi”.

qori na nona mala ni vosa
o Nilesh Kamal e dua na
dau bisinisi taki yaqona
ka vakaitikotiko e Siberia
ka vakatokai tiko me Nilesh Kamal
Company. O Mr Kamal dua na dau
caka bisinisi kilai levu ena Vualiku
ni noda vanua. E sa oti 0qo e 10 na
yabaki na nona cicivaka voli mai na
nona bisinisi. E na loma ni 1 na ma-
cawa e ratou dau vakarautaka e rauta
ni 1 na tani, ka tubu sara kina 2 na
tani e na so na gauna.
E na vuku ni kena vakayagataki va-
kavinaka na gauna e mai tauca kina
o koya na vua ni vosota ena nona
mai taura na ulu ni covi ena kena
veisisivi taki na dauteitei ena noda
vanua 2011, 2013, 2014, 2018. E ci-
qoma talega o Mr Kamal na veivuke
ka vakatokai tiko na National Export
Strategy Grant Programmed.

“E dua saraga na dredre keitou so-
tava sai koya na gaunisala ka gadrevi
na kena vakavinakataki mai na 5
kina 10 na yabaki sa oti e ratou sa ga-
dreva saraga kina na veivuke ka sega
ni bau yacovi ratou yani”.

E kuria o koya ni gauna e tekivu
kina na bisinisi e ratou sauma saraga
na lori ena kena vakau na yaqona
ena rara ni waqavuka e Nadi(EMS)
ia ena bibi ni kena vakayagataki na
gauna kei na cakacaka vakaukauwa
e ratou rawata na tatadra ena kena
sa vakayagataki ga na nodratou tolili
ena kena vakau nai voli.

E dua talega naka bibi sai koya na
kena taqomaki na nodra bula na
tamata cakacaka sai koya na kena
vakamuri na veilawa kece sara e sa-
lavata kei na veiqaravi e vakayacori
voli. Esa veivakaugqeti talega o koya
sai koya na bibi ni kena vakayagataki
vakavinakataki na gauna ena kena
cicivaki vakavinaka na bisinisi.

Esa vakaraitaka talega ena vuku ni
dredre e sotava tiko sai koya na leqa
ni gaunisala ka sa gadreva talega na
veivuke mai vei ratou na matanitu
vakausivi na tabana ni Fiji Roads
Authority. Sa vakamamasu talega
ena vuku ni kena vakayagataki va-
kavinaka na veika e tu vakawavoliti
keda vakausivi na bibi ni kena vakay-
agataki na gauna.

ODOLIGA O CHINA

/

S
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Na cavu I sausau ni Dautei Raisi ena Tacilevu Rice Cluster ena koro ko Matacaucau ena loma ni yasana o Tailevu.

“Kevaka ena levu vei
ira na Dauteitei era na
tei raisi era na rawa ni
vakavinakataka cake
na nodra vuvale, ka na
sega ni sotavi na dre-
dre ena kena voli kei na
kena vakau na raisi”

qori nai tukutuku e vakara-

itaka nai Vakalesilesi ni Ta-

bana ni Teitei ka veiqaravi

tiko ena kena valenivolavola
ka qarava tiko na yasana e rua o Serua
kei Namosi o Inosi Vulawalu. E vakara-
itaka Vulawalu ni tabana ni raisi esa
mai lutu tu ena vica na yabaki sa oti ena
vuku ni nodra sa gole vakalewe levu na
lewenivanua kina veitaoni(rural-urban
drift).

“Na Tabana ni Teitei esa tuvana tiko na
kena sana vakabulabulataki tiko na kena
teivaki na raisi e Navua, ka sa vakaya-
cori oti talega na kena veitalanoa kei ira
na Dauteitei era gadreva ka taleitaka na
kena teivaki”

E mai vakaraitaka talega nai liuliu ni
China Aid Fiji o Chen Huazao , ena
vakadidike e ratou raica rawa ni matani-

tu o Viti e tiko sara e cake nai wiliiwli ni
taba qase e vakatokai nira dau tei raisi ka
tiko na maliwa ni nodra yabaki ni bula
mai na 50-70.

“Oqo esa dua na madigi vinaka vei ira
nai tabagone ena nodra vakayagataka va-
kavinaka na nodra gele ena kena teivaki
e levu sara naka ka gadrevi talega vaka-
levu nai vakasala mai na kena veitabana,
e ratou raica talega sai koya na kena
vakayagataki cala na fertilizer, na mate e
dauveitauvi ena veiteitei, na co ca ka vaka
kina nai walewale ni teitei e dau vakaya-
gataki”.

E kuria o Mr Huazoa ni cava na vula o Me
na yabaki oqo esa vakayagataki ena teitei
nei Mr Narayan’s mai Navua ka rauta ni
2787m mena vakayagataki mena tovolei
mai vei ratou na Chinese Research Team.
E kuria na duidui ni veika ena teivaki me
vaka ni gauna ni mamaca ena vakaya-
gataki tale dua nai walewale ka na rawa
ni rawati kina e 1,447.7 na kilo. Ni veika
ena vakayagataki ena rawa ni toso cake
tale kina nai vakarau ni rawati e levu sara
na raisi e Navua.

Na veivuke mai na Matanitu o China esa
vakadabera rawa e 10 nai qaqi ni raisi
ena noda vanua me vaka taki Navua, Ko-
ronivia Research Station ,na koronivuli
na Fiji National University ka vaka kina
na koronivuli ni veivakarautaki mai Na-
Vuso.
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Na Minisita ni Qele kei na Iyaubula o Hon Filimoni Vosarogo kei ira na lewe ni Yavusa o Vugalei ena kena
sa mai suka lesu tale na nodratou Qele.

dua na gauna talei ki vei ira na lewe
ni Yavusa o Vugalei ena koro ko
Kasavu ena vuku ni kena sa mai
vakasukai tale vein ira na gele ka
taura taumada na matanitu. E rauta ni 75 na
eka na gele, ka mai suka lesu ka vakatokai
tiko na Freehold Buyback Title ka rauta ni
$148,000 . Era laki tiko ena soqo bibi oqo na
Minsita ni Qele kei na Iyaubula o Hon Fili-
moni Vosarogo
“Na cava ena yaco ni oti saka 0qo, ena 75 na
eka ka sa mai soli ena siga nikua kina loma ni
Yavusa o Vugalei”
E talaucaka talega o Hon Vosarogo na veitu-
vatuva esa tu ena porokaramu ni veivaka-
toroicaketaki ena noda vanua. Niu veika
ka kece e gadrevi ena kena laveti na kawa
Itaukei esa tu ena vola ni lavo ni matanitu sa
noda I tavi ga meda Tukituki me rawa ni ya-
covi keda mai na veivuke.
Era vakaraitaka talega na nodra gagadre na
Turaga na Qaranivalu nai Taukei Naivisere o
Ratu Inoke Takiveikata ena vuku ni kena sa
gadrevi tu mai ena dua na gauna balavu na

kena vakasukai mai na qgele ka vakavinavi-
naka vei ratou na kena gase ena vuku ni no-
dra cugena na sasaga oqo.

“Nikua meda sana yadra na kawa Itaukei ni
0qo nai solisoli ni kalou vei keda, eda buli
mai ena gele ka kena I balebale na bula ni
tamata e tiko ena gele ka sega enai lavo’.

Sa veivakaugeti na Taukei Naivisere mesa
yadrayadravaki na Kawa Itaukei, mesa kua
na gunu yaqona vakalevu ka cakacakatakai
vakavinka na gauna .Era vakabibi taka talega
ena nodra sa vakayagataki tiko vakalevu na
marama ena veicakacaka kece ga ena loma
ni vuvale ka sa gadrevi na cakacaka vata ka
vaka kina na veilomani ena loma ni vuvale.
“Esa suka mai na Qele kua ni mai caka wale-
ga na kena soqo me ka ni vosa me rai tiko
ga na matanitu me sana teivaki kece na 75 na
eke esa mai soli nikua”.

Sa vakanuinui vinaka tu na Turaga na Qa-
ranivalu nina vuavuai vinaka na sasaga ena
vuku ni kena vakayagataki na qele mai vei
ira na lewe ni Yavusa o Vugalei ka vaka kina
na kena kena kawa mai muri.

YABAKI DRAU 0 LODONI

“Delainakaikai cere sara kabukabua
tu na kena veibaba , vakaloloma ni
dau kida na mataka kani rai yawa tu ki
wasawasa’.

a qaqa ni sere e sega vakadua ni
dau taqusi mai vei ira na caura-
vou ka ra siviraki mai ena kor-
onoivuli ni veivakarautaki mai
Delanakaikai na Ratu Kadavulevu School
ena vualiku kei Tailevu. Era mai marautaka
na Vuli Oti na Gonevuli, Tubutubu , Dauni-
veisusu ka vaka kina nai Liuliu ni Matanitu
o Hon Sitiveni Rabuka na soqo ni kena mai
vaka nanumi na nona sa yacova nai ka 100
ni yabaki. A tauyavutaki na koronivuli ena
1924 ka vakatokayacataki ki vei Ratu Penaia
Kadavulevu.
“Ena buturara ni vuli na koronivuli oqo esa
cavuisausau sara ena veivanua vakacakaca-
ka, me vaka na Jjinia, Tabana ni Bula, Lawa,
Tabana ni Teitei ka vaka kina na veitabana
veiqaravi duidui ni matanitu”
“E levu sara na gone era tuberi mai Lodo-
ni era sa mai okati ira kina kena veisau na
matanitu mai na gauna koloni kina tu vakai-
koya ni noda matanitu . E lewe vitu vei ira
era vakaitavi taki ira ena veiliutaki kina noda
matanitu me vaka taka nai matai ni noda
Paraiminisita na Turaga Bale na Tui Nayau
, Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara oka talega kina na
Matanitu Duavata na SVT”.
E laki tomani talega na kena marautaki na
soqo kina lomanibai ni koronivuli e Ratu

Kadavulevu School ka vakayacori talega
kina na Lodoni Day, cereki nai vakananumi
ka bera ni mai tini ena nodra mai voleni

vakaivalu na gonevuli e Delanakaikai.. Era
laki vulagi dokai kina na Turaga na Vuniva-
lu na Tui Kaba o Ratu Epenisa Cakobau. Era
osota yani na Vui Oti, Qasenivuli, Gonevuli,
Tubutubu kei ira na Dauniveisusu.

“Keitou dau vakarorogo toka mai Bau ka
sarava toka mai na noda Koronivuli. Sa
neitou i tatau ga mo dou dau maroroya na
yacani koronivuli baleta e cavuti vata toka
kina na yacadatou. E yaca vakamareqeti vei
keitou”

E kalougata vakalevu na koronivuli oqo ena
kena laki dolavi na 3 na bure ka mai vakaca-
cani ena kama . E vakailavotaka na sasaga
0qo na lotu na Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints ka ratou solia vakailoloma
kina e 1.11 na milioni.E veitokoni talega na
kena dolavi na Minista ni Vuli o Hon Aseri
Radrodro, ka vakavinavnakataka na yalo ni
veinanumi ena kena cugeni tiko na vuli vei
ira nai sausauvou ni koronivuli e Lodoni.

VAKAVOTUKANATAKI
NA TATADRA

“Lekaleka wale ga na gauna

ni oca, va na yabaki na kena

sagai me vakavotukanataki
na tatadra”

qori na nona mala ni
vosa o Kelepi Salakawa
e na [ tikotiko o Naiyala,
na i-taukei ni belavu ni
sucu na Naiyala Dairy Farm. E to-
mana ka kaya e na yabaki 1965 ki na
1968 e mai taura kina na nona sitivi-
kiti e na koro ni vuli ni veivakarau-
taki e Navuso Agriculture Technical
Institute e na lesoni ni “Tropical Ag-
riculture” ni bera ni laki vakacavara
yani na porokaramu na Student
Farm Scheme e Nasinu Farm mai na
yabaki 1969-kina 1972.
“Se vo tiko e vula ono meu biuti Na-
sinu Farm au sa mai tara rawa e dua
na noqu vale e na tiki ni gele oqo, au
lesu tale e koronivuli laki vuli, ka so
tale ga na mua ni macawa balavu niu
dau galala au dau mai sasamaki tu
kina. Ena Janueri ni yabaki 1972 au
sa mai vakacavara kina na noqu vuli,
ka yaco meu sa vakavotukana taka
kina na noqu tatadra e na noqu sa
cicivaka na noqu iteitei”
Ni se tomana tiko ga na nona vuli e
na vanua ni veivakarautaki e Nasinu
Farm sa rawa vua me veitalanoataka
kina na tiki ni qele mai vei iratou na
nona mataqali ka rawa vua me sa laki
butuka sara na tiki ni qele, ka tauke-
na rawa kina e 104 na eka na gele.
“Mai na i lavo e rawati mai e na Na-
sinu Farm Scheme e rawa vei au meu
volia ka tauyavutaki au kina ena ciwa
na e nanoqu gagadre meu sa qarava
yani na bisinisi ni susu manumanu ”
E na yabaki 2000 sa vakadeitaka kina
me sa cicivaka na bisinisi ni loba
sucu (Dairy Farm). Mai na digidigi
kei na vakatulewa e cakava e sega ni
vakatitiqa kina, ka sa vakadinadi-
nataka na vinaka ni cicivaki belavu.
Yaco sara me sa vakavotukanataki na
noqu gagadre kei na noqu sasaga e
na vuku ni veivuke mai vei iratou na
I vakalesilesi n tabana ni teitei kei na
susu manumantu.
“Mai na susu manumanu, au vakadi-
nadinataka ni sa rui yaga vakalevu ki

na noqu matavuvale , vakatoroicaket-
aki na noqu bula kei na noqu mata-
vuvale e na bula vakailavo, veivuke e
na saumi ni curucuru vei rau na lu-
vequ yalewa e na vuli torocake, rawati
ka sotavi na ogaoga ni matavuvale ka
bau kina na vanua”

E vakaraitaka na nona vakavinavina-
ka levu e na vuku ni veivuke mai na
Tabana ni Teitei kei na susu manu-
manu e na kena vakavotukanataki na
nona tatadra me vakaduria na bisini-
si ni loba sucu.

1. Kawa ni Bulumakau Vou - E soli
vakailoloma na kawa ni bulumakau
na Swiss Brown e na kena gadrevi me
laveti cake ka vakatoroicaketaki na I
vakatagedegede ni sucu. E na veivuke
0qo sa rawa vua me tosoga cake na
levu ni sucu e rawata e na loma ni dua
na siga kei na nona veimataka.

2. TB Test Free Farm - Na veivuke
0qo e rawa vua me walia rawa kina
na tauvimate e dau yacovi ira na bu-
lumakau ka vakatokai na TB. E na
gaunisala oqo e tosoa cake tiko ga na
ivakatagedegede ni kena rawati na
sucu vinaka ka savasava.

3. Solina iyaya ni Bai/ Tei ni Co -
Mai na veivuke oqo e laveta cake na
I vatagedgede ni noqu rawa ka e na
kena tara vou e dua na bai ni bulu-
makau kei na teivaki ni kena co me
vukea na noqu rawaka.

E veivakasalataki o Kelepi Salakawa
vei ira na I tubutubu e na bibi ni no-
dra tuberi ka vakatavulici na luveda e
na I tovo kei na bula ni vakayagataki
qgele ka vakatale ga kina na maroroi
kei na susugi ni manumanu. Na no-
dra moici na luveda na yabaki ni bula
lailai e rawa ni ra na taura dei na iva-
kavuvuli kei na lesoni e soli tiko vei
ira ena yabaki ni bula e ra.

E tomana ka kaya , ni tubutubu e
dodonu me matana taka tiko na vei-
tuberi oqo e na kena cugeni tiko na
cakacaka ni vakayagataki gele kei na
susu manumanu se mani vakacava
na yabaki ni bula era sa tiko kina.

E vakaraitaka na nona veibolei vei ira
na I tabagone, “e tiko na noda toka-
toka wili kina mataqali kei na yavusa,
ka vaka tale ga kina na keda I yau bula
ka okati tale ga kina na noda qgele kei
na noda I kanakana” me vakayagataki
vakamatau, vakavuku na I votavota
ni gele e okati me nomu.

E dusia tiko oqori o Hon Ro Filipe Tuisawau nai tuvatuva me baleta na kena tara nai vakaso ni
wai savasava e Lokia ka rawa ni vakayagataka na lewe 146k na lewenivanua.
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ra laki veitomani na Turaga
na Peresitedi ni Noda Vanua
na o Ratu Wiliame Maivalili
Katonivere ena boseboseka

ni veimatanitu ena noda vuravura

enai ka 79th United Nations General

Assembly(UNGA) ka vakayacori ena

siti levu o New York.

E dua na ulutaga era vakabibitaka
sai koya na kena sa laurai na tubu ni
waitui ena noda Vanua o Viti. Esa lau-
rai sa ra tiko vakaukauwa na veiwase-

wase kece sara me vaka nai tikotiko,

na tabana ni lavo, tabana ni veiqaravi
raraba. Nnanoda vanua e sa rauta ni 3
kina 7 na na fiti. Ni vakatauvatanai kei
na tubu ni waitui ena Blue Pacific.

“Esa toso tiko ga na veivakatoroica-
ketaki ka vu mai na ena veiveisau ni
draki, ka laurai nisa vakacacani talega
na yaya ni veiqaravi, na kena sa curua
talega yani na veivanua ni teitei , na sisi
ni gele , vakacacani nai vurevure ni ka-
kana ka vaka kina na bula yadudua ni

tamata”

Na Turaga na Peresitedi o Ratu Wiliame Maivalili Katonivere kei ira na 9 na goneyalewa era na veisisivitaka tiko nai sala ni Adi Senitoa.

Na vanua o Viti ena kena vunautaki na
veiveisau ni draki ka veivosakitakiena
National Climate Change Policy , ka
vakabibitaki kina na kena taqomaki na
n noda veibaravi . E vica na yavu bibi
sai koya na veivakatorociaketaki na
veiqaravi ena veitikotiko ka vu mai na
veiveisau ni draki ena noda vanua.

“Na Matanitu o Viti esa sasaga vaka-
kaukauwa ena veidinadinati kei na
Matanitu o Parisi , ena kena tomani

tiko ga na maroroi ni noda vanua kei

na wasawasa, ia eso na bolebole ena
sotavi me vaka na veitokoni eso ena
kena sagai me valuti na leqa bibi 0qo”.
Esa veitataunaki o Ratu Wiliame ena
cava ena yacovi keda ena 100 na ya-
baki mai qo, e sna vakaevei na noda
vuravura, ka vaka kina oira na noda I
solisoli. Sa dodonu me da yadrayadra-
vaki ena vuku ni kena vakasaqarai nai

wali ni veiveisau ni draki.
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