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CALL FOR RESPECTFUL

By PRASHILA DEVI

RIME Minister Sitiveni Ra-
buka believes that respectful
discourse will have an impact
on inter-ethnic relations of the
different communities in Fiji.
In echoing the sentiments expressed by
the President, Ratu Wiliame Katonivere
during the opening of the 2024 Parlia-
mentary Session last week, PM Rabuka
highlighted the point of setting aside
differences and striving for the com-
mon good of the people.
The Head of Government, speaking in
Parliament on Monday this week, ex-

I
’

Il
UI‘_H

Gad

plained the work
the Coalition Gov-
ernment was doing
to align it to the is-
sues raised by Pres-
ident Katonivere in
his address.
Amongst this was
the empowerment of Fijians through
financial literacy that led to the Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister for Fi-
nance, Biman Prasad, being asked to
study the developments in India where
even a street-side vendor has an elec-
tronic funds transfer at point of sale
(EFTPOS) machine.

“We can emulate what Prime Minis-
ter (Narendra) Modi has done in India
by providing access to comprehensive
financial literacy supported with the
enabling environment and necessary
financial resources, we all can make in-
formed decisions about saving, invest-
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Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka delivers his speech in response to the address by the President, Ratu Wiliame Katonivere in

ing, and managing our finances effec-
tively,” Prime Minister Rabuka said.

On the move towards encouraging
bipartisanship on matters of national
importance, he said, “We must all rec-
ognise that climate change is a cross-
cutting issue and is an existential threat
to our very survival and identity”.

“This is the very reason I strongly sup-
port a bipartisan approach in address-
ing all issues relating to climate change
because it requires ‘all hands-on deck}’
PM Rabuka said.

To ensure inclusivity, he said as part of
the commitment to good governance
and empowerment of local communi-
ties, the Government will work towards
the review of the Banaban Settlement
Act, put into action plans to hold elec-
tions for the Rabi Island Council and
complete the naturalisation for Rabi
and Kioa islanders.

“At the same time, we will urgently ad-

Parliament this week. Photo: SUPPLIED

dress the socio-economic needs of the
Melanesian Vasu-i-Taukei community,’
PM Rabuka added.
On the work of the civil service, he said
the Ministry of Civil Service through
the Public Service Commission has
amended the civil service open merit-
based recruitment and selection guide-
lines by regularising acting appoint-
ments of officers acting on the position
for more than six months.
“Amendments have also been imple-
mented to relevant civil service guide-
lines that will allow Ministries to
increase the salaries of its deserving of-
ficers based on their performance”
In Parliament this week, Cabinet Min-
isters and Assistant Ministers will be
deliberating on the President’s address
which highlighted issues pertinent to
their portfolios.
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Nuku Villagers in Moala happy §

to have their say on NDP

By JOSAIA RALAGO

ILLAGERS of Nuku,

Division.

Identifying coastal erosion as one of the key
challenges encountered in coastal communities,
55-year-old, Koroi Qaranivalu, said that the
Government should prioritise the construction of

sea-walls in villages like theirs.

Mr Qaranivalu said that they have witnessed the
damage done to their foreshore and the potential
threat it brings to their communities, and their

livelihood.

Other issues raised included the need for transport
assistance through fibreglass boats, increase in
social welfare allowance and access to treated

water.

On the same note, he has applauded the Fiji

in Moala
converged at their community hall to
put forth their contributions towards
the National Development Plan, kick-
starting the month-long consultation in the Eastern

their geographical locations to ensure that their

voices are heard.

Village for the same consultations.

Southern Lau group.
“Accessing services as

Representatives from the Ministry of Finance,
National Development, Strategic Development and
Statistics also visited Keteira Village and Nasoki

The consultation team was accompanied by
officers from the Ministry of Health’s outreach
team who raised awareness and brought health
services right to the door-steps of villages in the

such can quite be
a challenge for us, thus I am grateful to the
Government for availing avenues as such to ensure
that we are able to be seen, and to learn ways to
improve our health,” 66-year-old Julia Wati said.

The 103 villagers were able to access health
check-ups, dental services, eye and ear screening
from Project Hearing and Vision Enhancement
(HEAVEN) who handed out reading glasses to

those who needed it, as well as awareness from

various departments within the Ministry.

Government for reaching out to all Fijians, despite

Villagers from Nuku in Moala, Lau speak their mind during the 3-Year, 5-Year and
20-Year National Development Plan (NDP) consultation currently underway in Lau.
Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO

Pacific Ministers take their
concerns to the WT0 D-G

> |
= | ABUDHABI

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-operatives, Small and Medium Enterprises, and Communications,
Manoa Kamikamica, led Pacific Ministers in a meeting with the World Trade Organization director general Dr Ngozi

IJI, alongside all other Pacific

Ministers, met with the Director-

General of the World Trade

Organization — WTO to raise their
concerns on the Fish 2 Agreement.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade,
Co-operatives, Small and Medium Enterprises
and Communications, Manoa Kamikamica, in
his capacity as the Pacific Lead, spearheaded
the critical meeting on the margins of the 13th
World Trade Organization - WTO Ministerial
Conference (MC13) in Abu Dhabi.

At the meeting, the Ministers from the Pacific
conveyed their grave concerns that the current
text of the subsidy’s
fell short in addressing the crucial issues of
overcapacity and overfishing.

They highlighted that the
disproportionately penalises Pacific states that
responsibly manage their fisheries resources.

DPM  Kamikamica emphasised, “this
agreement would permanently lock in an
industrial structure that prevents the Pacific
from utilising its own resources”.

He also informed the meeting about Fiji’s
submission of a textual proposal for a standstill
and rollback to WTO members, stressing that

fisheries agreement

agreement

Okonjo-lweala. Photo: SUPPLIED

without such measures, the negotiations would
be deemed unsuccessful.

DPM Kamikamica underscored the region’s
call for large distant water fishing nations to
freeze their subsidies at current levels and
commit to reducing subsidies in the future,
emphasising the disproportionate impact of
their actions on Pacific waters.

The Pacific also proposed a clause targeting
the cessation of subsidies aimed solely at
facilitating distant water fishing, aligning with
the mandate set forth in the UN Sustainable
Development Goals 14.6.

As stewards of the largest ocean and healthiest
tuna stocks, the Pacific underscored that the
outcome of these negotiations will significantly
impact the global fisheries industry and the
livelihoods of countless communities.

The Pacific urged all WTO members to
reaffirm their commitment to safeguarding
global fisheries for the benefit of present and
future generations.

(Source: Ministry of Trade, Co-operatives,
Small and Medium Enterprises and
Communications)

Tractors to enhance agricultural
capabilities in government schools

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Education and Tourism, Viliame Gavoka, hands over
five state-of-the-art SOLIS tractors to three Government schools.
Photo: JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

By JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

HREE government schools received five state-of-the-art SOLIS
tractors, marking a transformative step towards bolstering their
agricultural capabilities.
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Education, Tourism, and
Civil Aviation, Viliame Gavoka, while officiating at the handover in Waila
recently, emphasised that the event was not just an exchange of machinery but
the empowerment of schools to nurture development, particularly in the realm
of food security.

“The Ministry of Education, being the largest in the country with a budget
exceeding $800 million and expected growth, poses a significant responsibility.
It challenges us to produce what our nation truly needs,” he said.

DPM Gavoka shared an anecdote from his recent visit to Bau Island, where
discussions with the Australian High Commission focused on addressing skill
gaps.

He raised the question of how to replace lost skills, acknowledging the
inevitability of global labour mobility and stressing the need to prepare the
local workforce to fill emerging gaps urgently.

Emphasising the global threat to food security, he noted that Fiji was already
experiencing its impact, as identified by the United Nations.

“The handover of this equipment today, along with the discussions, indicates
our wish and concern that food security should be paramount in our thinking
and planning. The United Nations identifies food security as the biggest threat
to mankind, and we are already witnessing its impact in Fiji.”

DPM Gavoka highlighted the significance of the assistance as it would help
these schools ensure food security and convey the message to students that this
was a future challenge.

“Food is fundamental, no matter where you are. For the future of our country,
we need to continue emphasising this message. It will also contribute to the
Government’s budget if schools can sustain some of their requirements.”

DPM Gavoka has urged the school leadership to instil in students the
importance of food security.

“Let’s grow our people to appreciate that this is the challenge of the future,
and we must rise to meet it,” he urged.

The three schools receiving the tractors were Adi Cakobau School, Ratu

Wednesday March 13,2024

Kadavulevu School and Queen Victoria School.
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President Katonivere opens PM Rahuka thanks Fijians in Perth
2024 Parliamentary Session

The President, Ratu Wiliame Katonivere, inspects the 100-member guard of honour
accorded in the lead-up to the opening of the 2024 Parliamentary Session.
Photo: DINFO

By PRASHILA DEVI

HE President, Ratu Wiliame

Katonivere, in opening the

2024 Parliamentary Session,

set out the tone for debate in
first sitting this week.

The Head of State, while addressing
Parliament in the presence of the
members of the judiciary, laid out the
pertinent issues the Government will
focus on this year through proposed
legislations, ranging from education,

healthcare, climate change and
infrastructure.
President Katonivere told urged

Members of Parliament that as elected
representatives they must “listen to the
voices of our people, not only those
who elected you, but to all our citizens
young and old, men and women”.

“In doing so we will continue to
respect the integrity and dignity of our
Parliament. We must acknowledge and
recognise our differences; however, we
must be united with one common goal
to ensure that we live in a progressive

and prosperous nation.”

He touched upon the consultation
process currently underway on the
3-Year, 5-Year and 20-Year National
Development Plan (NDP).

“Nationwide consultations are
currently underway,and lamencouraged
by the participation from our different
communities. It is anticipated that the
Plan will be finalised by June this year,
before the budget announcement,”
President Katonivere said.

Preceding his address in Parliament,
the President inspected the 100-member
guard of honour, accompanied by the
Commander of the RFMF, Major-
General Ro Jone Kalouniwai.

In keeping with tradition, members
of the judiciary led by acting Chief
Justice, Justice Salesi Temo joined the
55-elected MPs inside the “new look”
and recently refurbished parliamentary
chambers.

Diplomats and leaders in public and
the private sector filled up the public
gallery.

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka met with 200 Fijians during a diaspora gathering in Perth, Australia last week.

‘ ‘ HANK you for embodying
the spirit of “Vuvale” and for
being good Fijians here in

Australia.

This was the message conveyed by the Prime
Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, to about 200 Fijians
during a diaspora gathering in Perth last week.

Expressing the nation’s gratitude, PM
Rabuka commended the Fijian community
for maintaining positive relations with their
host country, adding that through the “Vuvale
Partnership”, Fiji’s bilateral relations with
Australia have continued to advance to new
heights.

“Thank you for being good Fijians abroad
and for assisting your families and Fiji’s
economy through your individual remittance
contributions,” PM Rabuka said.

“Our recovery efforts are progressing well,
things are getting better at home, and we thank
you for contributing positively towards the
economy.”

The Prime Minister, at the same time, urged
the Fijian community to be law-abiding citizens
and residents of their host country.

“Observe and respect the law of the land,

Photo: SUPPLIED

respect the traditional owners of the land you
are living on because that is what we expect
when visitors visit our land,” he said.

Following traditional formalities, Prime
Minister Rabuka shared insights into Fiji’s
current political and economic landscape,
updating them on ongoing economic
development initiatives and social progress.

PM Rabuka encouraged the Fijian community
to actively contribute to the growth and
prosperity of both nations by advancing
collaboration in various fields, such as trade,
education, and cultural exchange, to name just
a few.

In this regard, he reiterated that Fiji was
open for business and encouraged the diaspora
members to explore investment opportunities
back home.

The Prime Minister also took the opportunity
to respond to issues and concerns raised by
members of the Fijian community during
the “talanoa session”, assuring them that the
Coalition Government is committed to serving
the people of Fiji and developing the nation
further.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)

USTRALIA-FIJI’S maritime
have
strengthened

with the official handover
of the RFNS Puamau to Prime Minister,
Sitiveni Rabuka, at the HMAS Stirling

security  capabilities
been further

Naval Base in Perth this week.

transcend borders.
“This is testament to

The program, supported by Australia,
stands as a model for interoperability and
joint initiatives to combat crimes that

Australia’s
commitment to Fiji, the region and to our
shared security challenges and aspirations,”

Minister Conroy added.

“The delivery of the second Guardian-
class Patrol Boat today is a tangible
demonstration of our Vuvale Partnership,”

“By enhancing Fiji’s maritime security
capabilities, we become more effective at
tackling our shared regional challenges

vessel is expected to arrive in Fiji next
month.

The vessel is named after late Able
Seaman Timo Puamau, a Nayau, Lau
native, who died on board a naval vessel
that torpedoed in Solomon Island waters at
the peak of World War II in the Pacific.

As Fiji received the second Guardian-
Class Patrol Boat in a ceremony that
marked an important step towards defence
cooperation with Australia, PM Rabuka
said that this was a testament to the strong
bilateral relations shared by the two nations.

PM Rabuka highlighted the critical timing
of RFNS Puamau’s arrival, emphasising
its role in enhancing Fiji’s maritime
capabilities.

“The vessel has come at a critical time and
is a most welcomed addition to our effort in
improving Fiji’s ability to protect its waters
against the increasing threats in our region
particularly from illegal, unreported,
unregulated fishing and transnational
organised crime,” he said.

Drawing attention to recent drug raids
conducted by Fiji Police, the Prime
Minister highlighted the importance of
the Pacific Maritime Security Program in
addressing challenges unique to the region.

PM Rabuka said.

“The program also illustrates Australia’s
continued support and contribution to our

efforts in securing and maintaining our
Pacific region as a Zone of Peace.”

Acknowledging the Pacific’s evolving
geostrategic landscape, PM Rabuka
called for unity and commitment to peace
in the region.

He stated that the “Ocean of Peace”
concept was a collective endeavour
that extends beyond individual nations,

requiring collaboration among Fiji,
Australia, and the Pacific Islands Forum
family.

PM Rabuka also expressed gratitude to
Australia for its continuous support.

Australia’s  Minister for Defence
Industry and International Development
and the Pacific, Pat Conroy, said Australia
was proud to be Fiji’s security partner of
choice.

together.”
Under the command of Lieutenant
Commander, Sairusi Colati, the naval

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)

a

Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka and Australia’s Minister for Defence Industry and International
Development and the Pacific, Pat Conroy, with respective Naval officials at the official handover of the
RFNS Puamau at the HMAS Stirling Naval Base in Perth last week. Photo: SUPPLIED
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY

By AZARIA FAREEN

HE Fiji Government has affirmed its unwavering
commitment to advance the progress of women
and girls in every facet of its development.

In stating this on the occasion of the

The Women’s Expo held at the Vodafone Arena last week

International Women’s Day, Prime Minister, Sitiveni
Rabuka, noted that the “collective vision for a secure,
peaceful, prosperous and stable Fiji can only be achieved if
we empower women and girls”.

“Government initiatives will consider the unique needs,
knowledge and potential of women and girls,” PM Rabuka
highlighted.

“This commitment sits solidly in Sustainable
Development Goal 5 - to achieve gender equality and
empower all women and girls,” and is critical to our policies
on education, finance, legal reform, and other initiatives
contributing to the empowerment of women and girls.”

“In 1995, I led the Fiji Delegation to the Fourth World
Conference for Women in Beijing, China, where we signed
and committed to targets of the Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action and we also signed the women’s rights
treaty - Convention on the Elimination of all forms of
Discrimination Against Women.”

PM Rabuka reflected that it followed the preparation of
the first National Plan for Action for Women (1998-2008)
to guide actions in the empowerment of women holistically
with participation from all stakeholders.

He acknowledged and supported this year’s theme,
“Invest in Women: Accelerate, Progress”, which resonates
deeply with the values and aspirations of the Coalition

Govt committed to advancing progress of women and girls

initiatives to enhance women’s progress in our nation and
recognise the important role played by our women and girls
to achieve the goal of a cohesive and progressive society,”
PM Rabuka said.

To support efforts against violence against women and
girls, the Cabinet approved the National Shelter Guideline
late last year, which was vital because shelters play a
crucial role in crisis intervention, supporting women and
children when they are at risk of harm.

In highlighting the rights and empowerment of women
across Fiji, Minister for Women, Children and Social
Protection, Lynda Tabuya, stressed that investing in
women was a strategic necessity for achieving sustainable
development goals and prosperity for all.

“Fiji has come a long way in changing the lives of women
through international and regional treaty commitments,
gender mainstreaming policies and programs, legislative
frameworks and increased access to justice and education
amongst others,” she said.

“The Fiji Government believes that gender mainstreaming
across all sectors is crucial and steadfast through the
2014 National Gender Policy, calling on agencies across
government to address the gender gaps and promote
women’s empowerment through the strengthening of their

was organised by the Ministry of Women, Children and Social
Protection to mark International Women’s Day.
Photo: FELIX LESINAIVALU

Government.

institutions.”

“We are committed to put into place the necessary

Assistant Minister for Women, Children and Social Protection, Sashi Kiran, with the participants at the
Lautoka Westpac International Women'’s Day Family Walk at Shirley Park last week. Photo: SUPPLIED

By JESHU LAL

SSISTANT Minister for
Women, Children and Social
Protection, Sashi Kiran, is
advocating for strong support
systems for women facing mental stress.

In addressing participants at the Lautoka
Westpac International Women’s Day Family
Walk at Shirley Park last week, Asst. Minister
Kiran said there was a lack of conversation
on significant issues such as post-partum
depression, dealing with menopause, and
emotional stress brought about by online
harassment.

“Our women keep talking about how they
are constantly faced with pressure from work,
home, social media and from society. How do
we support them? We have been very poor in
talking about women’s mental health issues
in our homes and in workplaces,” she said.

Asst. Minister Kiran highlighted that
achieving gender equality and women’s well-
being in all aspects of life was more crucial
than ever “if we want to create a prosperous

economy and a healthy Fiji”.

She stated that it was commendable
that Government and Non-Government
Organisations were investing a lot on
economic empowerment and capacity
building programs for women, however, the
absence of mental well-being programs to
support our women is an area that needs to
be addressed.

“I call on our leaders to talk about these
issues, I invite women in this space to
encourage conversations on these topics
to effectively address issues that are seen
to be barriers or impediments for women’s
growth.”

“When we are talking about investing
in women, let’s include support for their
emotional and mental wellbeing into the
conversation to give true meaning to women’s
empowerment in our collective efforts to
accelerate progress, build better families,
better communities and a better future for our
nation,” Asst. Minister Kiran challenged.

Women must be glorified
and appreciated

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Education, Tourism & Civil Aviation Viliame

Gavoka and Minister for Women, Children and Social Protection, Lynda Tabuya, celebrate
International Women’s Day with women vendors at the Women'’s Expo in Vodafone Arena.
Photo: FELIX LESINAIVALU

By FELIX LESINAIVALU

‘ ‘ HEN we investin women, we investin families, communities
and nations.”

This was the message by Deputy Prime Minister and

Minister for Education, Tourism & Civil Aviation Viliame

Gavoka while celebrating International Women’s Day at the Women’s Expo in
Vodafone Arena on March 8, 2024.

“Life begins with a woman; she is the tree of life. She must be glorified. She must
be watered and she must be appreciated.”

DPM Gavoka added that everyone needs to review and renew their present
responsibilities in making the world and Fiji a better place for all women.

“Today is a day to reflect on what we have done and what we have to do for the
betterment of our women and girls.”

“As we celebrate International Women’s Day, we are reminded of the importance
of investing in women to accelerate progress,” DPM Gavoka said.

He said that as a society and a country, there was still a lot to do in empowering
women and achieving gender equality.

“I stand before you with a sense of responsibility and commitment in advocating
for the rights and empowerment of women nationwide.”

“The Fiji Government is currently strengthening institutions and civil society
by promoting the full and equal participation of men and women in the nation’s
development process.”

Litia Naitanui, who hails from Rewa and has her stall set up in the Women’s Expo,
thanked the Deputy Prime Minister for promoting women’s economic empowerment.

“On behalf of all the women here, I would like to thank the government of the
day for promoting gender equality and doing their best in ending violence against
women and girls.”

Ms Naitanui added that she was grateful for the many of the Fiji Government’s
programs that help women saying, “when we empower our women, we empower
ourselves.”

Wednesday March 13,2024
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY it

By AZARIA FAREEN

‘ ‘ F all women could take up
mentorship for other women,
Ithen we will be able to overcome
the many struggles faced by
females and progress in life.”

This was the message by the Assistant Minister
for Women, Children and Social Protection,
Sashi Kiran, for this year’s International
Women’s Day commemorated on March 8.

“When we talk about women empowerment,
it is very important for our women, girls and
females in general to envision what they want
out of their life,” Asst. Minister Kiran said.

“And with that, they should then identify
what are the gaps that they are faced with and
how can they bridge that gap by investing in
themselves through the support of training and
visualising success.”

“Look after your health in the process and
work towards making your dreams come true,”
she urged.

Asst. Minister Kiran stated that 50 per cent of
the nation’s population was made up of women
and it was crucial for them to walk together in
solidarity.

“We see that it’s usually women who are
judging other women harshly and as it is, life
is pretty challenging and full of difficulties for
most women,” she highlighted.

“Considering the stories that we are told in
the communities, women have to go a long way
to garner the same respect as men, however,
all women who are in leadership roles have a
responsibility to create such an environment
for our girls that they receive honour, love and
respect.”

“About 60 per cent of women in the country
face some sort of atrocity and five out of six
children go through the same thing,” she added.

Asst. Minister Kiran labels this as the worst
form of crime and stressed that “we have to
work together with the society to tackle this
problem”.

Assistant Minister for Women, Children and Social Protection, Sashi Kiran with Minister for
Lands Filimone Vosarogo Photo: AZARIA FAREERN.

By JESHU LAL

OR many years, the field of medical
sciences had been a male dominated
career path but over the years women
have broken barriers to pursue their
dream and Dr Neha Raj was no different.

Dr Raj, 25, is the first in her family to become
a doctor, a feat she achieved after becoming a
recipient of the Government-funded National
Toppers Scheme.

She graduated with her MBBS degree and
deans honours last year in December from the
Fiji National University.

Dr Raj said that chasing her dream of
becoming a doctor was not easy but her
parents’ support made it all possible.

“I had indeed always dreamt of becoming a
doctor since I was a little girl. When I was in
primary school, I had then made up my mind
that I wanted that tag of being called a doctor.
My parents have always been supportive
of my dreams and academic goals, for
which I am forever thankful to them,” she
said.

“I have seen my parents do everything
from scratch, through a lot of hard work
and dedication. They have taught me
to chase my dreams no matter how
difficult life gets and whether
people are there to support you
or not. They always tell me
that any dedicated child can
become what they aspire to
be.”

Challenges come along
with daily experiences and
one of the major hurdles
that Dr Raj faced was
when her dad suffered
a kidney failure just 7
a week before her 7

second year final (
examinations.
She said that

watching her father

go through a medical dilemma further inspired
her to strive for excellence as a doctor.

“I had to juggle between looking after my
father and revising for my finals but I am
so grateful that he was there for me for my
graduation quite healthy post kidney transplant.
It was quite a difficult period for me and my
family for two years while he was on dialysis.
He was admitted at the hospital frequently and
that would bring the whole house upside down
as we are a nuclear family,” Dr Raj added.

“One important quality that doctors should
possess is empathy. We, as doctors want to treat
our patients the same way we want our parents
to be treated. It is very important to understand
the emotions and challenges patients face.”

Dr Raj said that there should be no gender
disparity in becoming a doctor or choosing the
medical field as a career path. She advised all
aspiring doctors to follow their dreams.

“I would advise the young generation to work

hard and strive for your dreams. Becoming
a doctor is a mammoth task;
the long hours of studying,
clinical rotations, late
hours of work take a lot of
dedication and patience.
However, the appreciation
patients express upon
being seen makes it
all worth it.”

When quizzed
about her daily
affirmation,
Dr Raj said:

“Each morning

I wake up, I tell

myself that I am

enough, I can, I

must and I will,

and today, I
finally have the
‘Dr’ tag.”

By AZARIA FAREEN

HE  global  statistics
for women in Science,
Technology, Engineering,
Mathematics (STEM)
show just 15 per cent of engineering
graduates, 19 per cent of technology
and mathematics and 38 per cent of
Computer Studies are females.

This was highlighted by the W™
Ministry of Women, Children
and Social Protection permanent
secretary, Eseta Nadakuitavuki,
during the Pacific Women in Power
panel discussion at the University of
the South Pacific held recently.

“It is widely acknowledged that
STEM careers are male dominated,”
Ms Nadakuitavuki said.

“It is a misconception that women are inferior to men in STEM abilities - it is a
fact that both women and men have the same abilities in STEM.”

“It is also a misconception that women are naturally more interested in
caregiving occupations such as nursing or teaching while men are naturally more
interested in STEM fields than women,” she added.

Ms Nadakuitavuki highlights that in an era when women are increasingly
showing their prominence in medicine, law, and entrepreneurship, there are so

Ministry of Women, Children and Social
Protection permanent secretary, Eseta
Nadakuitavuki. Photo: SUPPLIED

few women scientists, engineers and leaders in STEM fields including the energy
sector.

“The time to change is now and this year in particular is dedicated to call on
change, especially with the 2024 International Women’s Day theme being, “Invest
in Women; Accelerate Progress,” she said.

University of the South Pacific vice chancellor, Professor Pal Ahluwalia, shared
that plans are in place to direct a portion of the Vice Chancellor’s strategic fund
to support women in academia who are interested to move to the next level of
leadership and to increase the number of women taking on leadership roles.

“To the women leaders — Persist! There are barriers everywhere,” she said.

“We can provide the support you need here, to enable you to break down
bamboo ceilings,” encouraged Prof. Ahluwalia.

World Bank acting country manager, Bonnie Sirois, shared with the forum that
the World Bank Pacific Women in Power Program was not merely an initiative,
but a movement that seeks to amplify the role and voices of women in engineering,
science and leadership roles within the energy sector.

“It has the ultimate objective of assisting the energy sector and education
institutions dismantle barriers and create pathways for women to thrive in careers
in the energy sector,” she added

Wednesday March 13,2024
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By AZARIA FAREEN

‘ ‘ HEN the
‘ N } COVID-19
pandemic hit, it

was the worst

time for all market vendors as selling
produce was the only way to earn money
and it was difficult with all the restrictions
put in place.”

This was highlighted by 59-year-old,
Kepueli Jikotani, who originally hails
from Moce Island in the Lau Groups and
happens to be one of the longest serving
vendor at the Suva Municipal Market.

“I have been buying and selling root
crops such as dalo and cassava for the
past 35-years,” he relayed.

“The pandemic created issues for
everyone and it was particularly a very
bad time for me as it left me bankrupt.”

“l have six children and three
grandchildren who live with me and
I look after all of them as I am the sole
income earner in the family,” he added.

Mr Jikotani notes that business has been
quite slow after the pandemic and when
he heard about the Government providing
grants to business owners, he took up on
the opportunity to apply.

“I received $7,000 when my application
was approved which helped me to buy the
root crop stock,” he said.

“I then bought 20 bags of cassava, 100
bundles of dalo and coconuts as all our
customers were in the lockdown area so I
decided to have the supplies on hand.”

“Iused to travel to Lomaivuna and Sawani

59-year-old, Kepueli Jikotani, shares his journey as a market vendor at his stall, inside gate 4 at the Suva Municipal Market. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

to buy the root crops from the farmers with
new increased prices due to demand and I
also had to pay the transport fare which was
not cheap,” Mr Jikotani added.

He adds that the prices of root crops are
going up and it is hard to make much profit
like he used to when he started selling at
the market.

“I want to thank the Government for

assisting me to continue running my
business and at the same time supporting
me to look after my family,” Mr Jikotani
acknowledged.

“I have been living in Cunningham for
the past 20 years and I plan to extend the
house for my grandchildren, provided that
I am able to save enough money from the
business.”

“Applying for a loan is a good thing
as it ensures that you want to grow your
business and yourself in the process,
therefore, I would urge those who are
starting a business to take advantage of this
opportunity and apply for the Government
grant,” Mr Jikotani advised.

Take advantage of Govt
business

ANk,

loan to grow your

AR

Recipient of the COVID-19 Concessional Loan Package for Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises, 63-year-old, Kata Bogiono, poses with a frame at his handicraft business
at the Suva Handicraft Centre. Photo: SUPPLIED

By AZARIA FAREEN

‘ ‘ FULLY  support the  Fiji

Government for assisting Fijians

Ito continue or start with their
business.”

This was relayed by a 63-year-old, Kata
Bogiono, who was the recipient of the COVID-19
Concessional Loan Package for Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises and runs a handicraft
business at the Suva Handicraft Centre.

Originally from Udu point in Vanua Levu,
Mr Bogiono, moved to Suva in 1994 and after
leaving his job at Goodman Fielder due to health
issues, he got into the handicraft business in
2008.

“I love fishing as I was raised near the sea and
choosing to get into the business of handicraft
was a tough start as no one taught me how to do
this,” he explained.

“I believe that this is the gift that God has
given me as I envisioned it and I started doing
it. I do carving and have my own carving tools
while my wife also does weaving and engraving
at the shop.”

“I have had this business for the past 16
years and the best thing I did was invest for
my children for their education and future,” Mr
Bogiono added.

He highlighted that the challenge experienced
by him in the business was competition from
bigger players in the market who were not in the
same business when he started.

“They started here about five-years-ago to
buy handicrafts wholesale from us every three
months — we are the distributors to them,” he
relayed.

“All these big companies like Jacks, Tappoos
and Motibhai started from here but they don’t
buy from us anymore except for Tappoos but
they do it every eight months now,” he said.

“Our business here is supported by locals

as they are the ones who usually buy from us.
Tourists do not buy from us as they are advised
not to buy handicrafts as the law for quarantine is

very strict.”

“I applied for the Government loan because
business was very tough due to all the competition
that we were facing from other companies that we
were even struggling to pay rent,” Mr Boginono
added.

He said that he made two attempts to sell this
business and go back to the village to do farming
but was advised by some senior and mature people
against it and he realised they were right as he is
his own boss.

Mr Boginono received $2,000 in loan which was
a big advantage for his business as he was able to
buy more stock from it and stabilise the business.

“Some of the items sold in my shop is maqgimagqi
(strings made from coconut husk), Kuta,
tapa, tanoa, frames, mats, bags, souvenirs and
personalised engraving,” he said.

“Those who wish to get into business should
not be scared of taking a loan because when you
have a dream of doing something then go for it and
achieve it. We are a living example of someone
who took out a loan and is still running a business.”

“In this business you have to be very patient as
sometimes we don’t make any money for three
days because nearly everyone sells the same thing
and the only difference is the prices so we keep it
low to be able to sell our products,” Mr Boginono
added.

He believes that itis important to have the
support of one’s life partner and family as his wife
motivates him to keep working hard and never
give up.

“I enjoy what I do and as long as my legs are
taking me places, I can still run and play rugby,”
he said.

“For the budding entrepreneurs, I would advise
them to work with passion, have a good heart and
be content with whatever income you generate in
aday.”

“My wife and I are thinking of starting a fish
business where we will sell targeted bundled fish
because sometimes in our handicraft business, we
get $3 in a day but on a good day I can get $500,”
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Fijian Drua womens team
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The Rooster Chicken Fijian
Drua women'’s team, officials
and management presented
their itatau to the President
Ratu Wiliame Katonivere
at the State House today,
ahead of the 2024 Super
Women’s competition.

In accepting their itatau, the
Head of State commended
the team for their achieve-
ments in the previous sea-
son and for advancing the
sport of rugby.

Photo: NANISE NEIMILA
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present iTatau

| The President of Fiji, Ratu Wiliame

Katonivere last week opened the
2024 session of Fiji's Parliament.
A 100-strong guard of honour of
the Republic of Fiji Military Forces
greeted the President on his ar-
rival at Parliament House.

" As the Head of State and Com-
| mander in Chief, Ratu Wiliame

Katonivere took the salute before
he inspected the guard of honour,
accompanied by the Commander
of the RFMF, Major-General Ro
Jone Kalouniwa

Children of Lokia Village in
Rewa can now safely travel
to and from their homes with-
out having to face the dan-
gers of a dilapidated cross-
ing.

This is after the commis-
sioning of their new and im-
proved foot-crossing funded
under the Ministry of Rural
and Maritime Development
and Disaster Management’s
Community Access Roads,
Footpaths, and Footbridges
Programme

Photo: SUPPLIED
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The Vaturua Youth Club was filled
with joy and excitement last night
as they received a generous do-
nation of a rotavator from the Min-
ister of Youth and Sports, Jese
Saukuru.

This visit marked the first time a
Minister had visited their village,
making it a truly special occasion
for the youths of Vaturua in Tai-
levu recently

Photo: SUPPLIED
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By PRASHILA DEVI and KATARINA
NAQARASE

‘ ‘ O longer will you have
to endure the hardships

Nof fetching water from
distant sources, instead

you can now enjoy the convenience and
dignity of accessing clear water right at
their doorstep.”

Minister for Public Works, Meteorological
Services and Transport, Ro Filipe
Tuisawau, while commissioning the
Tubairata and Mavua village rural water
project in Nadroga that cost approximately
$592,000, highlighted the impact of this
amenity to the lives of 146 households that
it will service.

“The significance of this project cannot
be overstated. It not only provides a
sustainable solution to the water challenges
faced by the villagers but also safeguard
the health and well-being of its residents,”
Minister Tuisawau said.

These sentiments were echoed by the Mata

ni Tikina Mavua, Ifereimi Turukawa, who
highlighted the challenges the communities
faced over the years, even to the extent of
using river water for their daily needs.

“We have waited so long for this
assistance that’s why we are so grateful to
the Government for clean drinking water
for both villages,” Mr Turukawa said.

The water project entailed the construction
of new dams, new reservoirs and pipe
fittings.

Minister Tuisawau commended the Water
Authority of Fiji and community members
who played a role in making the project a
reality.

“From the workers at Water Authority
of Fiji who worked tirelessly to the
community members who supported and
cooperated throughout the process, your
dedication and commitment have not gone
unnoticed,” he said.

Minister Tuisawau urged the community
to support the Village Water Committee
that will be responsible for the management

$0.5 million project provides
relief from water woes

Minister for Public Works, Meteorological Services and Transport, Ro Filipe Tuisawau, commissions
the Tubairata and Mavua village rural water project in Nadroga. Photo: KATARINA NAQARASE

of the rural water system as it has been
appointed to ensure that issues of water

disruptions are attended to.

He further encouraged the community to

use water wisely “as every of water counts”.

By AZARIA FAREEN

N November 2023, the Great
Council of Chiefs (GCC) was
reinstated by law, 17-years
after its suspension and
10-years after it was disestablished.

Recently, the members of the GCC
converged to chart the path forward as
bearers of Fiji’s collective history and
architects of a shared future.

Speaking at the first GCC meeting,
Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka,
noted that “while the body is
intrinsically linked to the governance
and well-being of the iTaukei, it carries
a profound obligation to embrace and
advocate for every member of our
diverse society”.

“The GCC will now be guided by
the outcome of the review in 2023,
which includes oversight of eight
thematic areas covering iTaukei well-
being including climate change and

ocean,” he said.

“This aligns seamlessly with my
vision of the Pacific as an Ocean
of Peace, underlining the GCC'’s
crucial role in realising a future
where environmental stewardship and
sustainable development are central
to regional-harmony and prosperity.”

“Government will facilitate
the GCC’s transition to a fully
independent institution honouring the
wishes of the iTaukei — ensuring its
autonomy in serving the true interests
of our community,” he added.

PM Rabuka states that this also
complies with the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples.

“This year, the
will review the other indigenous
institutions: the Fijian administration,
the Native Lands Commission and the
Native Land Trust Board,” he said.

“Members of the GCC will hold

Government

Maori King Taheitia Potatau Te Wherowhero VII Photo: SUPPLIED

different views on the issues they
discuss, but they know that however
sharp and heartfelt their disputes,

however keen their ambitions,
they have an obligation to work
collaboratively about how best

to serve the iTaukei and national
interests.”

“And so, the GCC’s restoration
is not a step back into the past but
a leap forward, recognising the
indispensable role of the GCC in not
only safeguarding the interests and
well-being of the iTaukei but in its
broader mandate to foster inclusivity
and harmony among all ethnic groups
that call Fiji home,” he highlighted.

The Head of Government said that
the re-establishment of the GCC
heralds a new era of governance,
one that recalls its illustrious past
achievements while embracing the
challenges and opportunities of the
present and future.

“If we can unite around the
concept of proclaiming an Ocean of
Peace, we would be custodians of a
powerful symbol of co-existence and
friendship,” PM Rabuka said.

“The peace I envisage cannot be
just a name and an image. Fiji and
the other countries bound together
through their membership of the
Pacific Islands Forum, would
be called upon to live by values
reflecting peace as one of the highest
virtues.”

“This would require our leaders,
including you the traditional Chiefs
of Fiji, to work with the people to
ensure peace is central to national life,
and that our cherished “Pacific Way”
of patient dialogue and consensus
would remain a fundamental part of
our societies,” he added.

By JAMIL SULEMAN

HE Great Council Chiefs (GCC) will set out to
foster unity and inclusivity by integrating the
concerns of all the communities in Fiji.

The newly appointed GCC chairman, Ratu

Viliame Seruvakula, in an interview right after his election
that has happened after over 16 years, emphasised the
importance of inclusive leadership.

“It is very important for us in leadership to ensure that
we look after all Fiji citizens and guarantee that there is
no segregation,” Ratu Viliame said while echoing the
sentiments of the Head of Government.

Dispelling concerns about exclusivity within the GCC,
he reassured, “there shouldn’t be any worry because the
GCC has laws and procedures that look after all and not
only the i-Taukei”.

On his new position with the GCC, the former soldier
admitted to mixed emotions but affirmed his commitment
to the task at hand.

“I have a bit of mixed emotions but it’s too late now, I
got to get on with the job. I wasn’t expecting to be elected
but I am grateful for the support and faith put in by those
in the meeting today for believing that I can take on that
role.”

Ratu Viliame might not have harboured aspirations
for the job but is ready to deliver on his new chapter of
leadership within the GCC.

In its first ever official meeting of the Great Council
of Chiefs this year 2024, Ratu Viliame Seruvakula was
elected as the new chairman at Pacific Harbour.

Close to 50 GCC members attended the meeting together
with their respective Rokos.
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$3.4m Karavi Weighbridge Project to
demonstrate compliance and safety

A-G Turaga calls for collaboration
against drugs

By MEREANI GONEDUA
RADITIONAL
leaders, inter-faith ‘
o Human Rights and
organisation  leaders Anti=Discrimination
and community si

leaders have been urged to work
hand in hand with the Coalition
Government to fight against
drugs.

Attorney-General and Minister
for Justice, Siromi Turaga, made
this call while officiating at the
opening of a new Fiji Human

Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, Siromi Turaga, opens the

Rights and Anti-Discrimination
Commission office in Lautoka this
week.

“I would like to use this opportunity to once

new Fiji Human Rights and Anti-Discrimination Commission office in
Lautoka last week. Photo: MEREANI GONEDUA

and at workplace, I call on our key stakeholders —
the community leaders to assist us in identifying

Minister for Public Works, Meteorological Services and Transport, Ro Filipe
Tuisawau opening the new Karavi Weighbridge Station recently.
Photo: DIPESH KUMAR

is committed to aligning our
operations with the goals and
targets set by the Government.”
“We recognise the importance of
projects like the Karavi weighbridge
in achieving these goals and we
will continue to work tirelessly
to contribute to the development
of our nation’s infrastructure and

By DIPESH KUMAR

HE newly commissioned

Karavi weighbridge will

play a crucial role in

preserving infrastructure
for future generations and preventing
road accidents.

This was shared by the Land economy.”

Transport Authority (LTA) board  Emphasising the need for
chair, Inosi Kurudrani, who investment in sustainable
highlighted that the establishment infrastructures, the Minister for
of this critical infrastructure will not Public =~ Works, Meteorological

only benefit the transportation sector
but communities around the area as
well.

“The Weighbridge station presents
a major advancement in our efforts
to ensure road safety and protect our
infrastructure. Overloaded vehicles
pose a serious risk to road safety and
cause extensive damage to our roads

Services and Transport, Ro Filipe
Tuisawau shared that the Coalition
Government will continue to
look towards investing in future
sustainable projects.

He shared that the Coalition
Government needs to listen to the
people on their needs and improve
infrastructure in various sectors.

and bridges.” “For this Government, we

“By giving us the means of would like to put in place the
efficiency, efficiently enforcing infrastructure plans and sustainable
weight regulations, the Karavi projects, whether it’s funded by our
Weighbridge will benefit LTA’s income as a nation or in terms of

operations in several ways.”

“It will announce our ability to
monitor and regulate the weight
of vehicles allowing us to enforce
compliance with greater efficiency.”

“These, in turn, strengthen our role
as a regulator and ensure that all
operators adhere to the state’s same
standard, promoting fair competition
and a level playing field for business.”

“As an organisation, the LTA

external internal financing, which
will sustain us into the future.”

The Minister reiterated that
infrastructures such as these need
to be efficiently planned and the
ministry was also looking for
funding from various development
partners especially in climate
financing to ensure the resilience of
infrastructure.

The Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka and Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for
Finance, Biman Prasad, with International Monetary Fund’s deputy managing director,
Bo Li, who was in the country recently for the Pacific High-Level conference in Nadi.
Photo: MEREANI GONEDUA

the most vulnerable who may be experiencing
human rights violations in their homes, schools
or any other place — to report those violations to
the right agency so help can be afforded to the
victims and the perpetrators brought to justice.”

The A-G emphasised that drugs and substance
abuse lead to the violation of a childs rights.

“The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
(CRC) stands alone among the core UN human
rights treaties in setting out a human right to
protection from drugs.”

Meanwhile, Article 33 of the CRC stipulates
that, “States Parties shall take all appropriate
measures, including legislative, administrative,
social and educational measures, to protect
children from the illicit use of narcotic drugs
and psychotropic substances as defined in the
relevant international treaties, and to prevent
the use of children in the illicit production and
trafficking of such substances”.

again appeal to our traditional leaders, our
community leaders and our inter-faith-based
organisations to join the Government efforts
in its war against drugs. We have to save our
children from this problem.”

“We cannot ignore the fact that we are
living in a highly competitive world, today,
with extraordinary technological progress,
globalisation, which have contributed to growing
social injustices and economic inequalities
amongst our people, particularly, putting our
island nation at high risk.

“Just recently, we have unveiled one of the
biggest drug seizures ever, which is becoming
widespread and affecting many families and
sadly, our children.”

“While Government is focused on ensuring
that our children, the women, the elderly and the
diverse vulnerable groups which includes persons
with disabilities, have access to basic social
protection and are safe in their homes, schools

PM Rabuka calls for
peace advancement

By MEREANI GONEDUA

RIME Minister Sitiveni Rabuka has emphasised that more financing and investment are
needed in order to advance peace rather than war.
Speaking at the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
Pacific High-Level conference in Nadi recently, PM
Rabuka highlighted that while Fiji seeks prosperity, it must go
hand-in-hand with peace.
With the theme of the conference as ‘Peace for a new way
of living’, Fiji’s Head of Government stated that it was
not possible to attain national progress and fulfilment
amid the depredations of war, and the simmering
possibility of it.
“What all of us now require - and I mean all of
us - is a deluge of peace, a torrent of it, as an A
antidote to war. PR

“The people of the world can make this ' e ‘)/a.. . ‘;{
happen.” o - y A

“The very word peace is filled with power and ~ / % ‘\I *\ 7’“
meaning that inspires and lifts. Peace leads to ¢ ‘: . et

communities of compassion, care and charity.
It nurtures prosperity - the theme of this
conference.”

He called on world leaders to unite
around the concept of proclaiming the Blue
Pacific as the Ocean of Peace as they would
be custodians of a powerful symbol of co-
existence and friendship.

“The peace we seek cannot just be a name
and an image. Each of our countries would
be called upon to live by values reflecting
peace as one of the highest virtues.

“This would require our leaders to work
with the people to ensure that peace is
central to national life.”

PM Rabuka also commended the IMF
for assisting nations that experience severe
financial difficulties with funding to return
to stability and progress.

Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, spoke at the International
Monetary Fund’s Pacific High-Level Conference in Nadi.
Photo: DIPESH KUMAR
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Women empowerment enables community to thrive

b gl

Two women of the Yasawa Women’s Club working jointly to produce mats for income generation.

By JOSAIA RALAGO

‘ ‘ IMPROVING a women’s self-

worth and providing a space for

them to develop skills and grow,

is vital in raising standards of
living in rural and maritime areas.”

These were the words of Vinaina Voivoi,
the President of the Yasawa Women’s Club in
Tawake, Cakaudrove which is made up of about
30 women.

With weaving, fishing, sale of pandanus
leaves and brooms as a main source of income,
the women of this particular club operate on the
iTaukei concept of “solesolevaki” (cooperative),
which capitalises on helping each other and
working together.

“We have taken our queue from the
Government’s ~ promotion of  women
empowerment, to provide an equal platform for
women in the country, which we believe is key
in unlocking the potential of women in our local
communities,” Ms Voivoi said.

Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO

“To some, women empowerment
might mean loud cheering and
participating in marches, for us
in the villages it means coming
together to share knowledge and
assist each other in developing their
skills to earn an income.”

“That is why we encourage the involvement
of women of all ages, because the knowledge
from the old is passed on to the young, and
there is a healthy exchange of ideas for when
we have our activities and meetings each
week.”

She said they have noticed an improvement
in the living of standards and the participation
of women in community building when
their group is functioning which provides a
platform for women empowerment.

“When we as women listen to each other,
help each other, our family and the community
reaps the benefit as we are able to contribute
better towards community growth,” Ms
Voivoi said.

ST

Members of the Nagera Community in particular children, celebrate accesibility to clean and
quality drinking water. Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO

By JOSAIA RALAGO

S 70-year-old Nai Nayalo turns on the tap, allowing the fresh cool
water to seep through her fingers, a bright smile breaks out followed
by a sigh of relief.

Ms Nayalo joined members of her clan at their village green to

celebrate the commissioning of their water project, ending decades of water woes.

Nau Nai, as she is affectionately known, is the traditional head and the oldest
member of the community and expressed the joy of witnessing one of the major
challenges they encountered on a daily basis being overcome.

For years, the community had been accessing drinking water from a source that
regularly ran dry thereby affecting the availability of this basic necessity, forcing
them to take a 10-minute walk to the nearby creek to wash and bathe.

“As for our drinking water, there is source further up-hill that we have to carry
our buckets to and that is strenuous, today we can access water from the comfort
of our homes,” Ms Nayalo said.

The water project was made possible through the community’s decision to
engage in a reforestation project with the Government through the Ministry of
Forestry, where the returns were invested into fund this project.

“I would like to thank the Government for providing avenues as such to help
alleviate problems that have plagued our community for years,” she added.

Minister for Fisheries and Forestry, Kalaveti Ravu while officiating at the event
recently, lauded the villagers for agreeing to engage in a project as such.

Villagers huild
Irish Crossing
for hetter access
to education for
students

By JOSAIA RALAGO

N a bid to ensure students have

better access to education, villagers

and Youth of Yasawa in Tawake,

Cakaudrove constructed a 22-

foot Irish-crossing from locally available
resources.

The village, one of the most far-flung

maritime communities located close to the

Udu Point in Vanua Levu, has decided to

Students of Vatuvula Primary School from Yasawa Village in Tawake, Cakaudrove crossing the Irish-crossing built by the youth and villagers earlier this
year. Photo JOSAIA RALAGO

conducive environment for education.

align itself with the Government’s vision
to provide better opportunities for students.
The 20 students in the village had to
walk for 25 minutes each morning to get to
Vatuvula Primary School, which they share
with students from the neighbouring village
of Nagasauva as it was located on the mid-
point between the two communities.
“Prioritising education for our children
is not just the work of the parents and
Government, but a community effort to
ensure they have better opportunities,”
Yasawa Village headman, Joseva Vatudei,

said.

“Our geographical location has been
a hindrance to development, and as
a community we work together, with
accessible education for our children as a
one of our key goals,” Mr Vatudei said.

“This is because we believe and have
witnessed that education transforms lives
and communities, and it opens door of
opportunities for our children.”

On this front, the headman said they were
always looking for ways in which they
could make learning more accessible, and
do as much as they could to provide a more

“We noticed that the students would
cross four to five crossing before reaching
school with the old path, and having to
cross using a route in-land, they would
often get wet and sometimes slipped on
their way to school,” Mr Vatudei said.

“On an afternoon, I noticed that two of
them were crossing an estuary after school,
and after close investigation we noticed it
was a better path for them to cross, and all
we needed was a crossing.”

“We did not waste any time, even with no
machineries to carry the logs and construct

the crossing, it was a challenge we were all
too willing to carry out,” he said.

“We have seen how Government
continues to invest in education through
the budget allocation, free education, free
transport and the $200 back to school grant
for each student is a testament to their
dedication towards this worthy cause.

“As parents, community leaders and
members, we must align ourselves to this
and persevere on. We must not always
depend on Government but to be self-
reliant because the Government can only
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By FELIX LESINAIVALU

‘ ‘ THE newly refurbished tracks are a testament to your Coalition

Government’s commitment to investing in sports infrastructure and
promoting a healthy and active lifestyle for all our citizens.”
This was highlighted by Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka while re-
opening of the HFC Bank Stadium newly refurbished tracks recently.

“Your Coalition Government has worked tirelessly through the Ministry of Youth and
Sports in collaboration with the Fiji Sports Council, and Sphynx Solution to bring you
the best.”

“This has resulted in the renovation of our National HFC Bank Stadium tracks to be
of international standards, symbolising our dedication to promoting health, wellness and
active lifestyles within our nation.”

PM Rabuka added that Fiji must continue to support their athletes as they strive for
greatness on the world stage and let them harness the power of sport to inspire and unite
the nation, now and for generations to come.

“I am confident that the newly refurbished tracks at the National HFC Bank Stadium
will serve as a platform for our athletes to excel and achieve their full potential.”

“Let us all come together to celebrate this momentous occasion and continue to support
our sporting community in their pursuit of excellence.”

Minister for Youth and Sports, Jese Saukuru, added the re-opening of the stadium tracks
marks a significant milestone for the Government’s commitment to promoting youth and
sports development while fostering a culture of sports excellence in our communities.

“It is a testament to the hard work and dedication of all those involved in this project,
and I am immensely proud of what we have achieved together.

“We are excited to showcase the improvements made to the stadium tracks. We are
grateful for the support and dedication of everyone involved in making this project a
success.”

Fiji's Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka and Minister for Youth and Sports, Jese Saukuru, take a group
photo with a few athletes and members from the Fiji Sports Council on the newly opened HFC

Stadium tracks. Photo: FELIX LESINAIVALU

Ministry enhances cyber
development priorities

By AZARIA FAREEN

‘ ‘ THE Government is taking concrete steps to enhance Fiji’s national cybersecurity capacity in

response to current evolving threats.
In a video message to Fiji’s second National Cybersecurity Maturity Assessment held
recently, Deputy Prime Minister for Trade, Cooperative, Small and Medium Enterprises and
Communications, Manoa Kamikamica, noted that the Government was actively collaborating with multilateral
organisations and technology giants in global and regional forums.
“We have taken steps to accede to the Budapest Convention and reformed the legal framework on cybercrime and
electronic evidence through our Cybercrime Act of 2021,” DPM Kamikamica said.
“This also includes forging stronger partnerships with Governments like Australia through the Cybersecurity
Cooperation Memorandum of Understanding, but we can still do more,” he highlighted.
“To further strengthen our cybersecurity capacity, we are employing a global and comprehensive framework for
nation states - the Cybersecurity Capacity Maturity Model for Nations (CMM).”
“The CMM will help Fiji identify our strengths and weaknesses in cybersecurity and
develop tailored strategies to improve our overall resilience to cyber threats — whilst at
the same time offer a systematic way for us to measure progress and benchmark against
international best practices,” he highlighted.
“This is being done in partnership with the UK Government with assistance from
experts from the Oceania Cyber Security Centre in preparation for the forthcoming
national cybersecurity strategy.”
“The cyber maturity review provides a holistic assessment of each country’s
national capacity to manage complex cyber risks and identifies areas for
improvement,” he added.
DPM Kamikamica states that Fiji’s cyber journey is marked by bold
initiatives and unwavering commitment, echoing across regional
collaborations like the 2018 Boe Declaration, the 2050 Strategy for the
Blue Pacific Continent, and the recent 2023 Lagatoi Declaration, and in
global forums like the UN Open Ended Working Group and the UN Ad
Hoc Committee on Cybercrime.
“As we embark on our cyber maturity review, I must extend my

S Centre (OCSC) for their invaluable support,” he acknowledged.

“We have worked closely with the OCSC team to ensure that the process
and outputs of the review align with our national priorities and interests, and
also creating these synergies will be instrumental in enhancing efficiency and
ensuring our collective success.”

“A new review will assist the ministry to evaluate this progress and inform
the Government’s future cyber development priorities,” he added.

CMM is a globally recognised cyber maturity model developed by the Global
Cyber Security Capacity Centre at the University of Oxford and has been
deployed more than 130 times in 90 nations around the world.

Fiji undertook its first Cyber Security Capacity Maturity Model review in
2015 as one of the world’s first countries to use the model.

Director General of Digital Government Transformation, Ms Tupou’tuah
Baravilala, has commended the progress made in the digital space by the Fiji
Government through various protective measures and the implementation of
the Cybercrim Act.

Director General of Digital Government *We are ensuring that all individuals havce accomodations, and I am
Transformation, Tupou'tuah Baravilala, speaking eagerly anticipating the results of this report, and subsequently, we will

at the second National Cybersecurity Maturity peoip the gradual implementation of this findings in Fiji,” she said.
Assessment forum. Photo: SUPPLIED

Waste crisis demands

immediate action:
DPM Gavoka

By JESHU LAL

I is already grappling as a Small Island
Developing State with the environmental crisis,
with pollution, and climate change and unstainable
waste management only further exacerbates this.

In sharing these sentiments, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Tourism, Civil Aviation and Education, Viliame
Gavoka, highlighted that the Fiji Government has prioritised
waste management and more specifically, the Ministry of
Tourism has embarked on an endeavour to establish the
National Sustainable Tourism Framework

DPM Gavoka made these points at the Pacific Recycling
Foundation’s Stakeholder Workshop at Civic Centre in Suva
held recently.

“Waste management is not merely a logistical challenge;
it is a fundamental responsibility that intersects with our
environment, economy, and social fabric. Our actions, if
left unchecked, directly impact Fiji’s delicate ecosystem,
our pristine beaches, the health of our communities and the
bounty of our land.”

“By integrating waste management practices into sustainable
tourism, we can create a harmonious balance between
environmental conservation and economic prosperity.”

DPM Gavoka further added that the Ministry of Education’s
commitment to waste management education ensures that
future generations are equipped to address environmental
challenges effectively.

“The Recycling on the Go (ROG) Ambassadors program
was successfully piloted in the Central Division at Jai
Narayan College in 2022. The ROG Ambassadors Program
in schools is aimed at inculcating best practices of recycling
aimed at impacting the mindset and behaviour change of
students,” DPM Gavoka highlighted.

He said that it should also be noted that a significant number
of recyclables from these three schools will no longer end up
at the landfill or dumpsites but instead be taken for recycling.

DPM Gavoka added that the waste crisis demands immediate
attention and it knows no boundaries, affecting urban centres
and remote villages alike.

“We must collaborate across sectors—government,
industry, civil society—to tackle this crisis head-on. Waste
management is multifaceted. It requires partnerships that
transcend organisational boundaries. Governments, private
sector entities, NGOs, and community organisations, and the
wider public must collaborate.”

“Our theme ‘Walk the Talk’ and ‘Connecting the Dots’
emphasises action. Let us align our words with deeds. As
we connect the dots—education, policy, technology, and
community engagement—we weave a coherent strategy for
effective waste management.”
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By LOTE RABOILA

N the heart of Fiji’s Ministry of

Lands and Mineral Resources lies a

powerhouse dedicated to shaping the

nation’s landscape —both literally and
metaphorically.

The survey division, a vital component
of the Ministry, is at the forefront of land
development, demarcation, and ensuring
security of tenure.

As the nation strides towards a future of
equitable growth and development, the work
of the survey division emerges as a linchpin
in this collective journey.

The responsibilities of the survey division
encompass a wide array of land survey
works, responding to requests from various
stakeholders, clients, and government
agencies.

Under the leadership of the surveyor
general, the division regulates and checks
all land surveys conducted by registered
surveyors, aligning with the Surveyors Act
1969 and Surveyors Regulations 2021.

The Ministry’s permanent secretary, Dr
Raijeli Taga said, “one of the paramount roles
of the survey division is the cadastral surveys
that demarcate, subdivide, and develop
State Lands, contributing significantly to the
needs for securing lease lot for agricultural,
residential, commercial and industrial

purpose”.

“The meticulous work of land surveyors,
both past and present, plays a pivotal role
in confirming rights of ownership across
different land tenure systems.”

“The establishment and maintenance of
Geodetic Survey Networks and standard
ground control marks throughout Fiji stand
as a testament to the division’s commitment
to integrating and standardising all land
surveys in the country,” Dr Taga added.

These control marks form the basis for
various development works, from different
arrays of surveys to engineering surveys,
ensuring compatibility in mapping and
charting efforts.

On the other hand, within the framework of

the National Geodetic Network Infrastructure
project, the survey division not only enhances
the geodetic network but also plays a pivotal
role in addressing national priorities.

This encompasses bolstering planning
and development initiatives, instilling
investor confidence in emerging sectors,
and facilitating decision-making processes
vital for the holistic considerations of social,
economic, and environmental factors.

“Knowing where you are, and where things
are around you, is key to effective decision-
making. The ability to align and integrate

information, fast and accurate method of

observing positioning data is key to social,
economic and environmental decision-
making,” Dr Taga said.

Surveyors at a Trig Station. Photo: SUPPLIED

“Combining spatial data is heavily
dependent on having areference frame aligned
to international standard for coordinates on
which datasets can be aligned for instance,
roads, critical infrastructure, hospitals, high
tide heights and water inundation paths.”

In this regard, Dr Taga said that Fiji needs
to apply spatial data to numerous challenges
including mitigating the
impacts of climate change
and natural disasters,
ensuring public safety,
identifying and managing
groundwater,  providing
safe navigation of shipping
across our  Exclusive
Economi Zones (EEZ),
determination of exclusive
economic zones and much
more.

It is challenging or
difficultto combine datasets
relating to town planning,
property boundaries,
flood  mapping data,
groundwater accessibility
data, population locations
and so on because they
use different coordinate
reference frames in which
different  definitions of
where the origin of the map
is. As a result the data cannot be aligned or
compared to each other.

For example, the location of a hospital
may have a different latitude, longitude and
height depending on who collected the data
and what they use as a coordinate reference
frame.

In addition, diverse types of survey work,
ranging from detail and topographical survey
for sub-divisions determining earth’s surface
characteristics, showcase the versatility of the
survey division’s expertise.

Cadastral surveys, redefinition surveys,
compilation, amalgamation survey and
geodetic surveys round out the comprehensive
array of services provided by the Division.

The survey division’s involvement in
various projects further emphasises its
commitment to nation building.

The ongoing upgrade of the Geodetic
Datum, costing a substantial amount and
nearing completion, exemplifies Fiji’s
embrace of technological advancements.

Projects such as the survey of Mahogany
plantations, i-Taukei Land leased to the State,
and the development of State Land contribute
to the overall growth and well-being of Fiji.

Despite these commendable efforts, the
survey division faces challenges, particularly
in the shortage of registered surveyors.

The Government, alongside the Fiji Institute
of Surveyors and the Surveyors Registration

Surveyors taking a break. Photo: SUPPLIED

Board, is actively involved in addressing this
issue.

The declining trend in registered surveyors
over the years underscores the urgency of
sustaining and promoting the surveying
profession in Fiji.

A noteworthy initiative is the ongoing
review of the surveyors regulations, in

A surveyor at work with a Theodolite. Photo: SUPPLIED

collaboration with the Office of the Solicitor
General and the surveying fraternity.

This review aims to align regulations with
technological advancements and evolving
skill sets, ensuring the profession remains
robust and relevant.

Ministry’s  surveyor-general,  Asakaia
Tabua, said, “the strength and backbone of
any land development lie in the integrity of
the land surveyor’s information. The survey
division’s dedication, coupled with ongoing
initiatives, paints a promising picture for
Fiji’s future—one where land development,
survey and security of tenure are foundations
for a better and more prosperous nation”.

As Fiji strides towards embracing
technological advancements and addressing
challenges, such as the shortage of registered
surveyors, ongoing initiatives like the review
of Surveyors Act showcase a proactive
approach to sustaining and promoting the
surveying profession.

The survey division’s dedication and the
collaborative efforts of various stakeholders
paint a promising picture for Fiji’s future—a
future where land development are the
bedrock for a better and more prosperous
nation.

(Source: Lote Raboila is the senior public
relations officer for the Ministry of Lands &
Mineral Resources)
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Trade jobs are more marketable: MIIIISIBI‘ Singh

RADE jobs are highly
sought after in the current
job market, even ahead
of those with academics
qualifications due to the skills shortage in
our country, offering competitive pay and
promising career prospects.”

This was highlighted by the Minister for
Employment, Productivity and Industrial
Relations, Agni Deo Singh, while officiating
at the Bucalevu Secondary School Prefect
Investiture Ceremony last week.

The Minister highlighted the opportunities
available for apprenticeships and trade jobs,
emphasising their marketability and the
support provided by the Government under
the scheme.

“Under the scheme, an apprentice earns
$4.90 an hour while undergoing on-the-job
training, of which $2.00 is government top
up. The government has provided 400 places
this year for apprentices of which 230 have
been taken up by the private entities such as
Fiji Sugar Corporation, Energy Fiji Limited
and Asco Motors, to name a few,” Minister

(44

Singh added.

The Minister also highlighted the
opportunities available for apprenticeships
and trade jobs, emphasising their
marketability and the support provided by
the Government under the scheme.

He encouraged parents and teachers
to guide their children towards making
informed decisions about their educational
and career paths, especially with
Government providing free education
from early childhood to Year 13 and
also providing scholarships for tertiary
education.

To the prefects, Minister Singh emphasised
that leadership was not solely based on
educational qualifications but on wisdom
acquired through values, discipline, respect
and appreciation for one’s cultural roots.

Minister Singh commended the selected
individuals for demonstrating good
leadership qualities and emphasised the
importance of leading through actions,
compassion, teamwork and service to
others.

Students of Bucalevu Secondary School listen attentively to the Minister for Employment,
Productivity and Industrial Relations, Agni Deo Singh, who officiated at the school’s Prefect
Investiture Ceremony last week. Photo: SUPPLIED

He underscored education as a shared
responsibility among parents, government,
teachers, and students, with an emphasis
on expressing gratitude, working hard and
making informed career choices.

Minister Singh expressed gratitude
towards the visionary leaders who

established the Bucalevu Secondary School
at that time, recognising their foresight in
providing access to proper education for
future generations.

(Source:

Ministry of Employment,

Productivity and Industrial Relations)

Minister unveils Multi-
Ethnic Framework to foster
unity and inclusivity

Minister for Multi-Ethnic Affairs & Sugar Industry, Charan Jeath Singh and the line permanent
secretary, Yogesh Karan, with the two consultants for the Multi-Ethnic Framework, Dr Rajen

HE policy report on the Multi-
Ethnic Framework that aims
to foster social cohesion
and embracing diversity in
propelling Fiji forward into the path of
inclusivity and unity has been completed.

This was announced by the Minister for
Multi-Ethnic Affairs & Sugar Industry,
Charan Jeath Singh recently.

The establishment of the Multi-
Ethnic Affairs Ministry, reinstated by
the Coalition Government in 2023,
underscores the commitment to addressing
the diverse needs of Fiji’s population.

Minister Singh highlighted the pivotal
role played by consultants Dr Rajen
Prasad and Radhe Nand, whose exhaustive
consultations  across  Fiji  provided
valuable insights for the framework’s
development.

“We acquired the services of two
appropriate  consultants from New
Zealand Dr Rajen Prasad and Radhe
Nand who offered their service to Fiji
(free of charge) to propose a framework
for the Government’s consideration,” he

explained.
Throughout the consultation process,
spanning over 50  engagements,

stakeholdersfromvarioussectorsincluding
government officials, community leaders,
academics, and representatives from
faith-based organisations, provided input
on shaping the Ministry’s mandate and

Prasad and Radhe Nand. Photo: SUPPLIED

objectives.

“As we revive the Ministry of Multi-
Ethnic Affairs after 13 years, our draft
framework charts a clear path forward,
outlining priorities that resonate deeply
with the fabric of our society,” Minister
Singh said.

Key components of the framework
include initiatives to promote social
cohesion, celebrate cultural heritage, and
ensure equitable access to government
services for all ethnic communities.

Minister Singh stressed the importance
of fostering trust and respect amongst
communities, as well as strengthening ties
between the government and its citizens.

“The framework envisions Fiji as
a socially cohesive nation where
individuals from all backgrounds can
coexist harmoniously in an integrated
and inclusive manner,” Minister Singh
elaborated.

Furthermore, the framework aims to
shape Fiji as a nation known for its respect
for indigenous culture, appreciation of
ethnic diversity, and inclusivity.

Minister Singh has extended gratitude
to all contributors and announced plans
to table the framework for Cabinet’s
consideration.

(Source: Ministry of Multi-Ethnic
Affairs and Sugar Industry)

Participants at the Ministry of Housing and Local Government’s Chief Executive Officers’ (CEO) Forum

By DIPESH KUMAR

‘ ‘ IJT is at a very important
point in its growth as more
people are living in cities,

so we really need better
services and buildings.”

“As chief executive officers (CEOs),
you're leading the way in solving these
problems and making sure people get what
they need.”

This was emphasised by the Minister for
Housing and Local Government, Maciu
Nalumisa, as he addressed the town council
CEOs at the opening of the CEO’s Forum
held at the Tanoa Hotel in Lautoka last week.

Minister Nalumisa pointed out the
increasing demand for quality services and
the need for facilities to cater to the growing
needs of Fiji’s citizens.

He reiterated the vital role CEOs play in
tackling these challenges head-on while

in Lautoka. Photo: DIPESH KUMAR

ensuring the delivery of services to the
public.

“The CEO Forum serves as a platform for
exchanging ideas, sharing best practices,
and charting a collective course towards
realising our shared aspirations,” Minister
Nalumisa stated.

“It is imperative for councils to invest in
their cities and towns to stimulate economic
activity.”

“By prioritising infrastructure investment,
we not only lay the groundwork for economic
growth but also improve connectivity and
enhance the quality of life for our residents,”
he added.

Minister Nalumisa called upon the
administrators to lead by example in guiding
their teams towards service excellence,
thereby ensuring enhanced service delivery
for the greater good of Fiji.
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ATS plays an important role in
the economy: DPM Prasad

By FELIX LESINAIVALU

‘ ‘ HE Air Terminal Services
Limited (ATS) Fiji must
work well together with Fiji

Airways and Aviation Fiji
Limited to ensure they get the best out of each
other.”

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for
Finance, Biman Prasad, while meeting with ATS
Board chair, Ms Shradha Sharma and ATS CEO,
Alan Suchin, urged them to work with their
partners for the benefit of Fiji and especially the
tourism sector.

“ATS plays a very important role in the
economy and a crucial part in the overall tourism
eco-system with airport ground handling
operations including cargo handling, passenger
services, engineering and airline cabin and
catering services,” he said

“I take this opportunity to thank you and the
entire board and the management of ATS for the
work you have been doing with post pandemic

economic recovery.”

DPM Prasad added Fiji has its record visitor
arrivals last year and almost every business in
the tourism sector made a record profit.

“We rebounded strongly by 20 per cent in
2022 and 8.2 per cent in 2023 and the Fijian
economy returned to pre-pandemic levels last
year, much faster than we had expected.”

“The outlook looks promising with the
economy expected to return to a trend growth of
around 3per cent,’he added

The DPM said “while we celebrate this
moment of success, we must also recognise the
challenges that lie ahead”.

“Having “service with excellence” as ATS
vision, let me reinforce the importance of
maintaining high standards of excellence in
your service delivery and I encourage ATS to
continue embracing innovation and adapting to
evolving industry needs.”

“I have absolute confidence in the continued
success of ATS and its pivotal role in shaping
the future of aviation industry in Fiji,” he added

y

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance Biman Prasad, with ATS Board chair,
Ms Shradha Sharma and ATS CEO, Alan Suchin.
Photo: FELIX LESINAIVALU

Fiji’s commitment in improving
early warning systems a
priority: PS Talemaibua

Fiji National Disaster Management Office director, Vasiti Soko makes a
contribution during the Technical Working Group workshop on the Early
Warning for All (EW4A) Initiative in Suva. Photo: SUPPLIED

timeliness and accuracy of
early warning systems.

He said Fiji’'s strategic
position in the Pacific,
coupled with its commitment
to technological innovation
and regional cooperation,
positions it as a leader in the
implementation of the EW4A
initiative.

In highligting the ambitions
under the EW4A initiative,
Mr Talemaibua said, it
necessitated  strong  legal
and policy frameworks and
international cooperation.

He added that it was only
through collective action and
shared knowledge that the
challenges posed by climate
change and natural disasters
can be faced.

“Our efforts

NATIONAL DISASTER
MANAGEMENT OFFiCE,

in Fiji will

By JESHU LAL are not only technically robust )
but also culturally sensitive contribute to, and  benefit
and accessible to all members from, the %10'331 exchange. of
IJI’S commitment of our community, including PeSt pr‘actlces, technologlcta]
to inclusivity and the most vulnerable,” Mr 1nnovat10.ns, and  strategic
accessibility ~ in  Talemaibua highlighted. partnerships. As we move

the development

of early warning systems iS ground the
paramount. communities
Ministry of Rural and

actively involved in the design

forward, our focus remains on
building resilient communities
through education, training,
and capacity building. We
recognise the importance of

“The success stories from
globe,

where

have been

Maritime Development and

Disaster Management’s
permanent  secretary, Isoa
Talemaibua, reiterated this

during the Technical Working
Group workshop on the Early
Warning for All (EW4A)
Initiative in Suva recently.

“We are reminded that
the most sophisticated
technologies are
effective as their ability to
reach and be understood by
those in harm’s way. This

only as

means designing systems that

and implementation of early
warning systems, serve as a
blueprint for our efforts.”

He explained that by
integrating traditional
knowledge with scientific
innovation, not only enhances
the efficacy of these systems
but also foster a sense of
ownership and trust within
communities.

Mr Talemaibua said the rapid
advancements in technology
offered unprecedented
opportunities to improve the

empowering individuals with
the knowledge and tools to
respond to early warnings,
transforming awareness into
action.”

The Technical Working
Group workshop on EW4All
validated the project concept
with key stakeholders in Fiji,
and identified opportunities
to address gaps, needs, and
priorities for Multi-Hazard
Early Warning System in Fiji,
to name a few.

PCC partners with WWF and
Ministry of Environment

General Secretary for the Methodist Church, Reverend Simione Tugi (Left) and Acting Director
for Environment, Senimili Baleicakau (Right) Photo: SUPPLIED

By JAMIL SULEMAN

ACIFIC Council of Churches (PCC) Partners with World Wildlife
Fund (WWF) and Ministry of Environment for Wildlife Conservation
Week
The PCC has taken the lead to advocate for environmental
stewardship with the launch of a week-long prayer week dedicated to wildlife
and reflection.

The event, which commenced on March 3 and culminates with an Interfaith
Service on March 10, aims to draw attention to the pressing need for wildlife
conservation in Fiji.

Both the church and WWF believe that a call from the Prime Minister on
commitments towards protecting wildlife in Fiji would be impactful and help
in pushing out messages at the local level to stimulate a national conversation
on the declining state of wildlife and the urgent need for action.

Methodist Church of Fiji general secretary, Reverend Simione Tugi, said,
“this partnership with the Ministry of Environment aligns well with the annual
Season of Creation events, emphasising the responsibility bestowed upon us
by God to preserve our environment and wildlife”.

On the relationship between religion and wildlife conservation, Reverend
Tugi elaborated, “the Bible teaches us that humans are stewards of the earth,
entrusted by God to care for and preserve all living creatures. This responsibility
extends to ensuring the well-being of our environment, as it is a reflection of
our reverence for God’s creations”.

He further highlighted, “we have invited representatives from all religions to
participate in prayers and share their perspectives on wildlife conservation, as
this is a national issue, and we welcome collaboration from all faiths”.

Reverend Tugi, underscored that shared responsibility of humanity in
environmental preservation and stated, “as humans, we bear a heavy
responsibility for preserving the environment. It is imperative that we reflect
on our actions and strive to be better stewards of God’s creation, by caring for
our environment, we ensure a sustainable future for all,” he added.
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BY FELIX LESINAIVALU and JOSEFA
ULUILAKEBA

HE Royal Australian Air
Force (RAAF) C-27] Spartan
aircraft will be a familiar sight
in airports in Fiji and Papua
New Guinea this year.
This is the result of the Defence Pacific
Air Program (DPAP) - that the Austra-
lian Government offers the two Pacific
Island Countries.
For Fiji, DPAP fits in well under its Vu-
vale (family) Partnership with Austra-
lia. It will also see the RAAF plane op-
erating in Fiji for a two-week period at
eight weeks interval.
Six deployment is planned for 2024.
The C-27] arrived in Fiji on February
18 and was received by the Minister
for Home Affairs and Immigration, Pio
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The Royal Australian Air Force with Government officials during a recent demo-operation of a search and rescue mission. Photo: FELIX LESINAIVALU

Tikoduadua.
The Minister highlighted that Fiji and
Australia are working together to boost
Pacific resilience to traditional and
non-traditional security threats.
He added the arrival of the RAAF air-
craft adds a new dimension of the Vu-
vale Partnership of the two countries.
“Australia’s deployment of a Royal
Australian Airforce C-27] provides a
valuable building block to tackle these
threats, and to build a safer nation and
Pacific region,” the Minister said.
Australian Defence Adviser, Colo-
nel Henry Stimson, said DPAP will
help deepens the partnership with Fiji
through training, enhanced inter-op-
erability and the conduct of mutually
beneficial tasks.
“The offer of the C-27] to the Ministry

for Home Affairs and Immigration on a
regular rotational basis is an important
opportunity for Fiji to consider how
they might develop a sovereign aviation
capability,” said Col. Stimson.

During the RAAF first surveillance
flight in Fiji, the aircraft was involved in
a demo-operation of a search and res-
cue alongside the Republic of Fiji Navy
Ship (RFNS) “Savenaca” near Vetaua
Island off Taveuni, and delivered a hu-
manitarian mission of medical supplies
to Rotuma.

Suvas Colonial War Memorial Hospi-
tal Senior Surgical Registrar, Dr Semiti
Vakabua, who flew on the mission to
Rotuma said the trip enabled doctors to
examine the surgical capabilities of the
new Rotuma Hospital.

“One of the main reasons I was sent for

this mission is to see the setup of the
hospital and the operating theatre”
“Once we come back from this mission,
we will be able to draw up a plan for the
people of Rotuma as we plan to do more
community engagements,” said Dr Vak-
abua.

He also thanked the RAAF for the op-
portunity to participate in the humani-
tarian mission.

While in Fiji, the RAAF C-27] plane
operated out of Nausori International
Airport, conducting joint operations
with the Republic of Fiji Military Forces
(REMF) in static aircraft displays, fa-
miliarisation flights with the Fiji gov-
ernment and community engagement
events.

The next rotation of the C-27] plane
will be in mid-April.
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8 Drauniveva; 3 ni Tabana; 15 ni lavelave ni ivola

Au kauta mai na Kere veivosoti
mai vua na Noda Turaga na
Peresitedi kei Viti, ka sega ni
rawa ni tiko vata kei kemuni, na

. nona itokani iliuliu ena mataka
Katonivere
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raa lak1 ve1s1ko na huhu ni
matanitu o Hon Sitiveni Ra-
buka kina valenivolavola ni
Fijians Holdings ka ra ciqo-

ma kina na veiqaraqaravi vakavanua.
Ni mai cava na veiqaravi e vakavi-
navinakataka o Mr Rabuka na veika
e rartou sa mai rawata na kabani kei
veikai esa mai qaravi rawa. E vaka-
vinavinakataki ira talega .na lewe ni
timi taucoko

Era marau nai liuliu ni matanitu ena
vuku ni kena mai vakdinadinataki na
cavu I kalawa levu e ratou mai cakava
na Fijian Holdings kina matanitu.

E na gauna mai tauyavu kina na ka-
bani n Fijian Holdings ena 40 na ya-
baki sa oti , esa tomana tiko ga na
kabani na nona rawa ka kina dua tale
nai vakatagedegede , ka vakavinavi-
nakataki ira sara kina vakalevu ena
cakacaka vakaukauwa kei na sasaga.

i T 'ﬂril‘- I R %1} \ ”
ll | L u':lL'_l_ |I{ :

E vakaraitaka talega o Hon Rabuka
na bibi ni kena vakarautaki nai tu-
vatuva e veiganiti kei na tubu ni veiv-
akatorocaketaki.

E vakavinavinakataki vakalevu na
Matatimi ni Fijian Holdings Limited
ko Mr Rabuka ka sa nuidei tu nina
tomani tiko ga na sasaga ni toso ni
noda matanitu

E vakaraitaka talega o Mr Sakiusa
Raivocena Jiameni ni Matabose ni
Fijian Hoildings Limited ni nodra
veisko saka mai na matanitu esa
vakadeitaka na yalo ni veitokoni kina
kabaniu ka vaka kina na matanitu o
Viti.

Na veisiko oqo e vakamatatataka
na bibi ni nodra cakacakavata kei
ira na lewenivanua kei na veitabana
vakaitaukei me baketa na veivakato-
rocaketaki ni Matanitu
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NODRA VOSA NA TURAGA NA PERESITEDI RATU WILIAME MAIVALILI KATONIVERE ENA
DOLA NI NODA BOSE LAWA ENA SIGA MONITI NA IKA4 NI SIGA NI VULA KO MAJI 2024

« Sivika Dokai ni Palimedi;

» Na Turaga na Vosa Vakadua Vakatawa kei na Lewe ni
Mataveilewai Dokai;

» Na Turaga na Liuliu ni Matanitu;

o Kemudou na Paraiminisita Veivuke;

« Na Minisita ni Bose Yaco kei na Minisita Veivuke;
e iLjuliu ni To ni Veisaqa;

« Na Lewe ni Bose Lawa;

« Na Mata ni Vei Matanitu mai Vanua Tani;

 Na Vulagi Sureti;

« Kemuni na Turaga kei na Marama.

Miau sa bula re ka ni sa yadra Vinaka kece mai.

Na Turaga na na Sivika, kemuni na Mata kina Bose
Lawa, Vulagi Sureti, au kidavaki kemuni tale ga na
lewenivanua kei ira na itokani era veitomani tiko mai
ena mataka nikua ena vatavata ni retioyaloyalo, kaka-
buraki bula kei na vatavata ni retio kei na Walesi.

Sa ka rekitaki na nomuni veitokoni tiko mai ena kena
dola na noda Bose Lawa .

Au doka vakalevu na noqu mai tiko eke nikua, me’u
dolava na Wasewase vou ni noda Bose Lawa.

Ni'u raici kemuni na Mata kina Bose Lawa, e vakanan-
umi au ena itavi ko ni qaravi kei na icolacola e sala vata
kaya mai kei na kena rogoci na domodra na lewe ni
vanua oni mata taka ira mai.

Ni da mata digitaki vaka-demokarasi, au sa vakamasuti
kemuni mo ni rogoca na domodra na lewe ni vanua,
sega walega o ira era digitaki kemuni, ia o ira kece tale
ga na lewe ni vanua lomani qo, qase se gone, Turaga se
Marama.

Au vakamasuti kemuni kece mo ni cigoma ena yalo-
dina na ivakarau raraba ni veiqaravi ni dua na matanitu
tugalala kei na kena kawatamata me vaka e yavu taki tu
ena Yavu ni Vakavulewa.

Ni da vakayacora oqo eda na tomana tiko kina na noda
rokova ena yalodina kei na kei na doka na noda Bose
Lawa.

E dodonu meda kila ka veidutai taka na noda vei
duidui eso; ia, e ka bibi me da duavata ena dua ga na rai
me vakadeitaki kina nida bula ena dua na matanitu e
toso tiko e liu ka sautu.

Kivua na Sivika Dokai, Lewe ni Bose Lawa kei ira na
Mata ni Veimatanitu, sa noqu itavi bibi me’u vakaraita-
ka na veika sa navuci ena na lewa vaka bose lawa, lawa-
tu ni veiqaravi, kei na vei tuvatuva eso ka virikotori ena
ruku ni Wasewase 81(4) ena noda Yavu ni Vakavulewa
me baleta na wasewase ni bose oqo ni noda Bose Lawa.
Me na tekivu, au kerea mo ni vakatara me’u cauraka
e vica na ka, au vakabauta, ni na veiganiti kei na noda
toso eliu kei na bula sautu ni noda vanua kei keda kece
sara eda lewena.

Ena gauna ni noqu tabagone e Macuata, au a bula voli
kei na vica na matavuvale ni Idia ena gauna ni tatamu-
suki ni dovu.

Na neimami bula veimaliwai e Macuata e vakavulica
vei aue vuqa sara na ka ke vukea na noqu tubu cake
mai ka oka eke na gugumatua, na dau veirokovi kei na
duvata vata vaka matavuvale.

Edau vinaka tu ga na bula veimaliwai ni rua na kawa
tamata levu taudua e Viti.

E ka ni rarawa ni so na daunipolitiki era dau tugana na
ca ka vakavurea na bula veisei ena keda maliwa ka me
ra rawata kina nodra ivadi vaka daunipolitiki.

Edau lai vakavuna kina me da dau nanuma ni tiko na
veimaliwai ca ena noda veitikotiko.

Kemuni na neimami Mata kina Bose Lawa, au uqeti ke-
muni mo ni tutaka na bula marau kei na noda duvata
vakamata tamata ena vanua lomani qo.

Au via vakananumi kemuni tale ga na lewe ni Bose
Lawa na kena bibi na noda dau veirokovi ena gauna ni
noda dau veivosaki ka ni dau vakavotukana ena noda
bula veimaliwai ena noda veitikotiko

Ni da veiliutaki, sa gadrevi vei keda meda biuta vaka-
tikitiki na noda duidui ena vuku ni nodra bula vinaka
na lewenivanua. Meda vakanamata ki na gauna vinaka
sa tu e matada kei na veika eda kei na veika eda duavata
kina ka sega ni noda duidui lalai.

Au vakabauta vakaidina ni rawa ni da muria kece na
veika bibi 0qo, ka'u vakabauta ni sa usutu dina ni veili-
utaki vinaka.

Turaga na Sivika, Kemuni na neimami Mata kina Bose
Lawa kei kemuni na Mata ni Veimatanitu, au dau vaka-
bauta tu ga ni vuli vakailavo ena vakaukauwataki ira
na noda lewe ni vanua ena maucokona ni nodra bula
vakailavo kei na bula ni rawa ka.

Na kena tutaki na na noda lewa matau na noda bula
vakailavo ena dusimaki keda kina bula vutuniyau kei na
dei ni nida veisiga ni mataka.

Ni vakarawarawataki na wasei ni kila ka me baleta na
noda noda lewa matau na noda bula vakailavo, tokoni
ka semati yani ena ivurevure vakailavo, sa rawa kina
vei keda kece me da vakatulewa vakamatua me baleta
na maroroi ilavo, vakavureilavo, kei na qaravi ni noda

veika vakailavo.

Dua na kena ivakaraitaki, au vinakata meu raici Jone,
e dauteitei ni dalo kei Ram e volitaka na vakaloma vi-
naka, me rau bau vulica na vakatulewa vakamatua me
baleta na maroroi ilavo.

Ena gauna vata oqori, na vakauqgeta na vakabula ilavo
me bula ivakarau ka ni na vukea na kena bucini edua na
ituavtuva matau ni vakatubu ilavo maroroi me baleta na
nodra matavuvale ena veigauna kece sara.

Au na gadreva me’u na raici ira na lewe ni noda vei
tikotiko me ra vuli ka veiwasei taka na nodra kila vakai
keda, me rawa ni da tiko sautu vata.

Turaga na Sivika, Kemuni na neimami Mata kina Bose
Lawa kei kemuni na Mata ni Veimatanitu, au gadreva
ena gauna oqo meu na wasea na veika sa navunavu
kina na Matanitu Cokovata me baleta na noda toso eliu
kei na tuvatuva vaka lawa.

E dua na ka bibi e vakaliuca na matanitu cokovata ena
yabaki oqo sai koya na kena tauyavutaki e dua na itu-
vatuva vou ni veivakatorocaketaki ni Matanitu ka na
yavutaki kina na noda rai vaka lewe vuqa ka ducia na
tuvatuva ni veiakatorocaketaki.

Na ka bibi ena veivakatorocaketaki ni matanitu sa ikoya
na kaena wasei vakatautauvata na veivakatorocaketaki,
me vueti kina na nodra bula vinaka na lewe ni vanua.
Sa tekivu tiko ena gauna oqo na veivosaki me baleta na
veika sa navunavu kina qo na matanitu ka veivakauqeti
vakalevu na nodra vakaitavi na lewenivanua.

E namaki me na biu vata kece na veitukutuku sa vaso-
komuni rawa ni bera na vula ko Jiune ka me sa na okati
tale ga ena noda ituvatuva vakailavo ka tarava.

Turaga na Sivika, Kemuni na neimami Mata kina Bose
Lawa kei kemuni na Mata ni Veimatanitu, na bula
vakailavo ni noda matanitu ena vakalesui tale ki na
kena itagede ni bera ni tarai keda na mate dewa na CO-
VID-19.

Ena vuku ni ka oqo, sa namaki kina e dua na tubu ra-
bailevu ena 3.8 na pasede kei na 3.0 na pasede ena 2024
kei na 2025.

Edaidai sa tiko na noda dinau e rauta ni $9.9 na Bil-
ioni, ka tautauvata ni 75.6 na pasede ni iYau Ni Noda
Vanua, ka sai vakatatao levu ni kena vakaiyautaki na
noda matanitu.

E dina ga ni vakabibitaka na Matanitu na veika vakaila-
vo kei na lewai matau ni noda dinau, ia esa tu tale ga
na veika vovou e vuravura raraba kei na bolebole sa tu
rawa, ka semati ki na veisau ni draki, e vakaraitaka na
e rawa ni yaco ka bolei kina na bula vakailavo ni noda
matanitu.

Sa vakadeitaka na matanitu me na veiraurau na kena
tara cake edua na isasabai me taqomaka na noda bula
vakailavo, tokona na tubu vakailavo kei na kena vidavi-
dai na noda iyau ki na kena tokoni na taba ni veiqaravi
vakabibi na kena e yavutaki ena noda yabula.

Sa kena ibalebale oqo na kena taurivaki na walewale ni
veivakatorocaketaki me na sotava na bolebole ni draki
veisau, vakarabailevu taki na veqairavi ni bula raraba
vei ira na bolei tu tu nodra rawa-ka vakailavo kei ira na
bula dravudravua.

Na kena vakusakusa taki e vica na veisau bibi ena
veiqaravi, laveti na tagede ni cakacaka kei na kena va-
kavinakataki ena matanitu, yalani na vakasabusabu, ka
tabeni na cakacakavata ni vei tabana vakamatanitu kei
ira ena taudaku ni matanitu me tarai cake kina na tubu
vakailavo ena noda vanua.

Me vagaqacotaki na lewai matau na veika vakailavo, na
Lawa ni Lewai Ni Veika Vakailavo (Finanacial Manage-
memt Act) kei na lawa veiwekani, lawa-tu, idusidusi, esa
talevi lesu tiko me vakavinakataka cake na kena matata,
vakatulewa vakataki koya, kei nacakacaka vakadodonu
ena kena qaravi na veika vakailavo.

Turaga na Sivika, Kemuni na neimami Mata kina Bose
Lawa kei kemuni na Mata ni Veimatanitu, me baleta
na noda lawatu ni veivanua tani, ena tomana tikoga na
Matanitu na kena vakasaqarai na veika e baleti Viti ena
ruku ni tolu na duru bibi ka okati kina na veiliutaki ce-
cere; veitaqomaki; kei na bula sautu.

E tu vinaka na noda veiwekani kei ira na matanitu tani.
E sa vakalesui mai na nodra veivakabauti oira na dau
tokona na veivakatorocaketaki, vakavinakataki na noda
cakacakavata kei ira ka vaqaqacotaka na ibole ni noda
Lawatu ni Veika Vakavanuatani — ‘ni ra noda itokani
kece ka da sega ni nona meca e dua’

Na matanitu, ena imatai ni gauna, sa bulia tiko e dua na
iVola Dusidusi me baleta na noda lawatu ni veiwekan
kei ira na matanitu tani.

Na pepa oya ena maketetaki Viti ki vuravura; vaka-
matatataka na keda ivakatakilakila, noda yavunibula,
kei na noda ivakarau ni veiwekani.

Na veilecalecavi ena veiyasai vuravura, na ivalu e
Ukraine kei na Tokalau e Loma, kei na tolusagavulu
tale na veilecalecavi vakaiyaragi ena veiyasai vuravura,
sa vakavuna na veilecayaki kei na tiko rere vakabibi ena
buturara ni veivoli e vuravura ena vuku ni kena tadre
na sala ni veivoli.

Eda sa tu ena dua na gauna rerevaki ena keda ivola itu-
kutuku. O koya gona, e bibi meda tomana tiko ga na
noda tokona na iwali ni veisaututaki.

Na bula sautu e bucina noda tiko veilomani, veirairaici
kei na lloma soli ka muataki ki na sautu kei na vakato-
rocaketaki.

E bolei kina na matanitu me tutaka na vakasama ni
‘Wasawasa ni Sautu’ na noda wasa Pasivika Karakarawa
— itaukei ni dua na ivakatakilakaila bula ni bula vei-
maliwai kei na veitokani.

Ena tomana tiko ga na nodra valataka na vakasama ni
‘Wasawasa ni Sautu’ na noda Paraiminisita ena noda
wase ni vuravura qo kei na veivanuatani.

Na vakasama ni Wasawasa ni Sautu e taurivaki me
vukea na nodra vakavakarau na veimatanitu lewe ni
Yanuyanu ena Pasifika ki na ivakatagedegede e tarava ni
duavata, sautu, veitaqomaki kei na veivakayarayarataki
ka vakavinakataka cake ka sega ni vakalatilatitaka na
nodra dodonu na veimatanitu yadua.

E koto na vakanananu ni Wasawasa ni Sautu, ni gauna
era na ciqgoma kece kina na matanitu ena wasa Pasivika
ena basika kina edua na iyala ni wasawasa ka 32 na mil-
ioni na kilomita vakarivirivi na kena levu ka umani vata
kina na noda wasawasa kece.

E sa na yaco tale ga kina me sa da na okati me dua na
kaukauwa vaka politiki levu e vuravura ka tokona na
noda dau laveta cake na noda ile.

Ena vakavinakataka talega na taqomaki ni noda iyau
bula, noda wasawasa, na noda itovo kei na ivakarau,
vosa kei na noda veivakabauti vaka matanitu vaka Pa-
sivika.

Turaga na Sivika, Kemuni na neimami Mata kina Bose
Lawa kei kemuni na Mata ni Veimatanitu, sa vakadeita-
ka na Matanitu Cokovata me taqomaka ka maroroya na
noda ivakarau, itovo vakavanua, kei na vosa me tokona
na duavata kei na veimaliwai vinaka vei ira na lewe ni
vanua.

Me rawati oqo, na Tabacakacaka ni Veika Vakamatata-
ta ena tavoca e dua na lawatu ka me na toro-ya cake
na nodra duavata na veimata tamata ena lawatu ka dei,
veivakasalataki, kei na veivakaduavatataki.

Sa cakacaka tiko na matanitu vata kei ira na noda ito-
kani ena vakatorocaketaki ena kena vakadikevi na kena
tauyavutaki e dua na Matabose ni Dina kei na Veiv-
akaduavatatakai (Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion) me kauta laivi na mosi kei na mavoa ka vo tu mai
na veika a yaco ena 1987, 2000 kei na 2006.

Me vakabulabulataki tale na Bisinisi ni Suka, sa tauy-
avutaki e vica na sasaga me vakalevutaki kina na kena
rawati e 1.8 na milioni na tani wasewase ni teitei ni Ya-
baki 2024 ni vakatauvatani kei na 1.6 na milioni tani
ena Yabaki 2022.

Me tokona na vakarabailevutaki na veiqaravi ena loma
ni wasewase, ena vakavurei evica tale na ituvatuva ni
vakavure ilavo ki vei ira na dauteidovu me rawa ni ra
stova kina na bolebole e kauta mai na na veiveisau ni
isau ni suka ena makete kei vuravura.

Turaga na Sivika, Kemuni na neimami Mata kina Bose
Lawa kei kemuni na Mata ni Veimatanitu, na noda
vanua, eda sotava tale ga na vei bolebole eso e kauta mai
na draki veisau ka vakilai vakalevu ena noda vei baravi,
itikotiko, bula, kei na veitagomaki.

E dina ga ni lailai sara na kasi gaga eda kaburaka e
maliwa lala.

Na icolacola e mai vakacolata ki vei keda na matanitu
vaka Pasivika e sega ni yavutaki vakavinaka ka sa ga-
drevi kina na noda vakusakusa taka na vei tuvatuva eso
Ena yalo ni veidinadinati kei ira na veimatanitu e vura-
vura, ena tomana tikoga na Matanitu na kena buli ka
vakaduri na lawatu me:

(i) vakalailaitaka na kena vakalailaitaki na kasi gaga
e da kaburaka e maliwa lala kei na noda vakararavi
vakatabakidua kina waiwai;

(i) taqomaki ira na lewe ni vanua mai na revurevu ni
draki veisau kei na leqa tubukoso; kei na

(iii) tokoni ni tiko vinaka, kaukauwa, kei na vakatoro-
caketaki tudei ni noda itikotiko.

E bibi kina na cakacaka vata ei ira na soqosoqo vei-
wekani, na vei kabani kei ira na itokani ni veivakatoro-
caketaki me na vakavotukana kina na noda sasaga me
baleta na draki veisau.

Eda na sega ni rawa ni cakava duadua, e dodonu meda
cakacaka vata kece.

Na kena vakusakusa taki na sasaga qo ena vakatautaka
tale ga na kena vakarawarawataki na kena votai mai na
ilavo ni veivakacokotaki me baleta na draki veisau.
Ena tekivu ena yabaki oqo na tokitaki ni koro o Naba-
vatu ina nodra koro vou e Nadoiviri.

Era a tokitaki taumada ena Yabaki 2021 ni oti na cava
ko Ana, ka vakavuna na kena yavalati na yavu ni koro
ena wai mai na loma ni qele.

Na toki oqo e vakailavotaki ena $5.9m mai na Climate
Change Relocation Trust Fund ena veitokoni mai vei
ira na itokani ni veivakatorocaketaki kei na soqosoqo

Siga Tabu, Maji 10,2024

ena taudaku ni matanitu.
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Me kena ikuri, esa kila tiko na matanitu
na gagdfre etiko me baleta na nodra to-
kitaki e 44 na itikotiko e bolei ira tiko na
draki veisau.

Esa qaravi tiko na cakacaka ni kena va-
karautaki edua na ivola dusidusi me na
tokona na lawatu ni tokitoki ni vei tiko-
tiko ka ra bolei ena draki veisau.

E sa na ka ni vuki ki vei keda na veika
eda sa sotava oti ka sa na yavu tale ga ni
ivola dusidusi.

Turaga na Sivika, Kemuni na neimami
Mata kina Bose Lawa kei kemuni na Mata
ni Veimatanitu, e dei tiko na Matanitu
ena kena tutaki na cakacaka savasava kei
na ivakarau ni veiliutaki vinaka ena vei
kabani vakamatanitu kei na Matabose ni
Veiqaravi Vakamatanitu.

Na kena tauyavutaki tale na Matabose ka
digova na kedra isau na vakaitutu cecere
e yaco kina tuvakai koya ka savasava na
kena talevi na kedra isau na vakaitutu ce-
cere.

Ena tomana tikoga na matanitu na kena
vakavinakataki cake na cakacaka vata
kei na gugumatua ena Veiqaravi Vaka-
matanitu.

Au marautaka me’u tukuna ni na lesu
mai na Siga ni Veiqaravi Vakamatanitu
ena yabaki oqo ena ika 28 ni June me
marautaki kina na nodra cau na vakaile-
silesi vakamatanitu.

Turaga na Sivika, Kemuni na neimami
Mata kina Bose Lawa kei kemuni na
Mata ni Veimatanitu, me baleta na noda
tabana ni saravanua, e veivakayaloqaqa-
taki me da raica ni ra sa sivia na iwiliwili
ni vulagi era tadu mai ni bera na COVID.
Ni qai cava na yababki qo 2024, e na-
maki me rakidavaki e Dua na Milioni na
vulagi ka me kena isevu talega ena noda
vanua.

Na saravanua e dua na ivurevure ni lavo
levu ena noda vanua.

Ni levu na vulagi saravanua ena lai vaka-
vure cakacaka kina vei tabana ni veiqa-
ravi tale eso.

Ena vakotora na matanitu e dua na itu-
vatuva ni veiqaravi yabaki 10 ka sema ki
na National Sustainable Tourism Frame-
work, ka na tauyavutaki Viti ena makete
ni veilakoyaki kei na saravanua e vura-
vura raraba.

Turaga na Sivika, Kemuni na neimami
Mata kina Bose Lawa kei kemuni na
Mata ni Veimatanitu, na vuli edua na tu-
vatuva bibi e gqarava na matanitu ka na
vakaliuci tiko.

Ena taurivaki na macala ni Bose ka bale-
ta na Vuli ka vakatokai me Denarau Dec-
laration.

Oqo e oka kina na railesuvi kei na va-
kavoui ni Lawa ni Vuli kei na lawa, lawa
veiwekani kei lawa-tu kei na tuvatuva sa
tiko rawa.

Turaga na Sivika, Kemuni na neimami
Mata kina Bose Lawa kei kemuni na
Mata ni Veimatanitu, sa mai vakadeitaka
talega na matanitu mena raica na kena
vakalevutaki na gaunisala ni veivoli ena
noda vanua o Viti ka vakabibi na kena
vakarabailevutaki na nodra vakau I yaya
kei na kena Itaukei.

Ena tomana tikoga na matanitu na kena
tokoni na vei Bisinisi Lalai se na (Micro
Small, Medium Enterprises and Coor-
perative)ena kena vakamuri eso nai
tuvatuva , me rawa ni yaco vinaka ena
kena makete ka vaka kina na kena veika
Vakailavo.

Na ka bibi taudua sai koya na kena raica
na matanitu na kena tomani tiko ga na
vakavinakataki ni noda vurevure ni yau-
bula mena rawa ni ra vakaitavi talega na
kena I taukei.

Sa vakadeitaka talega na matanitu me
veisautaka na veika vakalivaliva kei na
kena sagai me biu vou tale eso na tabana
me vaka na National Digital Strategy kei
na National Cybersecurity Strategy.
Turaga na Sivika, Kemuni na neimami
Mata kina Bose Lawa kei kemuni na
Mata ni Veimatanitu, esa vakadeitaka
talega na Matanitu ena kena biu mai na
tabana e qarava vakatabakidua nai Tu-
vatuva ni Nodra Rawa Ka vakailavo na
Marama se na ( National Action Plan for
Womens Economic Empowerment).
Ena vakayagataki talega enai tuvatuva

vakailavo ena yabaki oqo na kena wa-
sei vakatautauvata nai lavo vei ira na
lewenivanua se na (Gender Responsive
Budget).

Na Lawa e Vauci ira na gone se na (Child
Justice Bill) ka vaka kina lawa na nodra
taqomaki na gone(Childcare Protection
Bill) e dua naka ena vakabibitaki saraga
ena loma ni yabaki oqo.

Ena tomana tikoga na matanitu na kena
tovolei na kena vakavinakataki cake na
porokaramu ni veitagomaki kei na vei-
maliwai ena kena lako curumi na veivei-
sau ni draki kei na leqa tubukoso ka
mena muri talega nai tuvatuva raraba ni
veitagomaki.

Me vaka esa mai kacivaki ena loma ni
yabaki sa oti, e ratou na mai vakaraitaka
talega eso na veiveisau ni lawa e vauca na
kena taqomaki na vanua oratou na (Na-
tional Defence Review).

Na kena mai ciqomi tale na rivote ni
kena kune tale e 4 na tani na Waigaga-
niveivakamatenitaki se na ( Metham-
petamine) e sa gadrevi na kena railesuvi
na lawa e vauca na Waigaga ni Veivaka-
matenitaki se na ( Illicit Drugs Control
Act).

Eratou sana cakacaka vata Tabacakacaka
Ni Ovisa kei ira na Veitabana ena laurai
na kena sagai mena tarovi na kena vakau
mai ena noda vanua na Waigaga Ni Vei-
vakamatenitaki

Era sana veitomani tale tiko ga na vei-
matalotu, vanua ka vaka kina na vei-
tikoitko ena kena tovolei mena muduki
ka vakawabokotaki na kena vakayagataki
na Waigaga ena noda Vanua.

Na kena na mai railesuvi tiko na lawa me
baleta na Veitaqomaki, Na Veitokiyaki ka
vaka kina na Lawa ni Veitagomaki( De-
fence , Immigration and National Secu-
rity ).

Turaga na Sivika, Kemuni na neimami
Mata kina Bose Lawa kei kemuni na
Mata ni Veimatanitu, ena tabana ni bula
ena noda vanua , sa raica sara tiko ga
na matanitu na kena sagai me laurai na
dredre e lako curumi ena kena veitauvi
na mate sureti ( Non-Communicable
Disease ) ka solia e dua nai colacola levu
vei keda na lewenivanua ka vaka kina na
bula vakailavo.

Na Tabana ni Bula ena biuta eso nai tu-
vatuva ka vaka kina porokaramu ena
kena laurai na veiqaravi ena tabana ni :

o Child and Adolescent Health,

o Immunization and Early Childhood
Development,

o Sexual and Reproductive Health in-
cluding HIV and AIDS

o Maternal Reproductive Health and

» Cancer Prevention

Turaga na Sivika, Kemuni na neimami
Mata kina Bose Lawa kei kemuni na
Mata ni Veimatanitu, sa mai tauyavutaki
tale na Matabose Levu Vakaturaga ena
ruku ni lawa virikotori ni Itaukei Affairs
Act.

Na kena mai vakacavari na bose ena ma-
cawa sa oti sada mai raica kina na kena sa
mai digitaki lewe na lewe matabose, koa
e liutaka na bose ka vaka kina e lewe rua
na nona I vukevuke.

Eratou sana qai mai dikeva oqo na Mata-
bose na rivote ni Timi ni Railesuvi ni
GCC, ka vakatututaka eso na vakatutu
me vakadeitaki kina na tu vakataki koya
kei na ituvatuva vou ni Matabose. E bibi
duadua, me vakadeitaki na kena kau ni
vakapolitiki taki.

Au via mai vakaraitaka ni oti na kena
mai vakayacori na veitalanoa me baleta
lawa ni Kila ka Vakavanua kei na Iva-
karaitaki ni Tovo Vakavanua(Traditional
Knowledge and Expression of Culture)
ka sa navuci me sana mai veitalanoa taki
ena loma ni palimedi ena yabaki oqo.
Turaga na Sivika, Kemuni na neimami
Mata kina Bose Lawa kei kemuni na Mata
ni Veimatanitu, na matanitu ena railesu-
va na a Lawa ni Vanua (State Land Act)
kei na lawa veisemati me vakavinakataka
na iwalewale ka vakavinakataka cake na
ilavo e kumuni.

Turaga na Sivika, Kemuni na neimami
Mata kina Bose Lawa kei kemuni na
Mata ni Veimatanitu, na wai e dua na
ka e gadrevi sara vakalevu t ka bibi ki na

noda bula ni veivakatorocaketaki kei na
bula vakailavo.

Na meda wai ni gunu ka vaka kina na ta-
bana ni veiqaravi tale eso esa dua nai tu-
vatuva balavu e gadreva tiko na matanitu
Na Water Sector 2050 e tuvanaki kina na
iwalewale e gadrevi me vakayagataki ka
vaka kina na veivakatorocaketaki ena ta-
bana ni wai kei na wai lala.

Sa vakadeitaka na Matanitu me vaka-
deitaka ni sa rawa vei ira kece na noda
lewenivanua me ra vakayagataka na wai
ni gunu savasava.

Turaga na Sivika, Kemuni na neimami
Mata kina Bose Lawa kei kemuni na
Mata ni Veimatanitu, sa vakadeitaka
na matanitu me tara tale na cakacaka ni
taravale ena kena tara e dua na vale vou
mai Lautoka ka na rawa ni qarava ruarua
na waqa ni vanua kei na veivanua tani.
Ogqo ena rawati mai na Veitokani Raraba
kei na Vakaitaukei kei na veitokoni mai
vei ira na itokani ni veivakatorocaketaki.
Na kena mai railesuvi ni Maritime
Transport Act 2013 e kena inaki mena
salavata kei na ivakatagedegede mai na
veimatanitu tale ka mena vakarautaki ka
maroroi na gaunisala ni veilakoyaki ena
noda veiyanuyanu.

Na ivoladusidusi vou ni kena vakaya-
gataki kaukauwa buli (National Energy
Policy 2023-2030) ena vakadeitaka na
matanitu nina raica na kena vakavinakat-
aki na vanua ni vakavure kaukauwa.

Na inaki oya sai koya na kena tovolei me
rawati na livaliva raraba ena 2026, vaka-
lailaitaka na kena vakayagataki na kasi
gaga (Greenhouse gas ) ena 30 na pasede,
mena qai yacova na 2030 sa na tovolei
mena veisau kece na vakavure kaukauwa
e tu wavoliti keda.

Turaga na Sivika, Kemuni na neimami
Mata kina Bose Lawa kei kemuni na
Mata ni Veimatanitu, na tabana ni Te-
itei ena tomana tiko ga nai tuvatuva me
baleta na rawaka vakailavo ka vaka kina
na kena vakau na kakana kina veivanua
tani.

Sa vakadeitaka na matanitu me vakarau-
taka vei ira na lewenivanua yadua na ka-
kana e veirauti, taqomaki ka bulabula,
ka mena vakabulabulataka na tabana ni
teitei.

Turaga na Sivika, Kemuni na neimami
Mata kina Bose Lawa kei kemuni na
Mata ni Veimatanitu, kei ira na mata ni
matanitu cecere ka semati kina vakatoro-
caketaki ni noda teitei kei na ivurevure
tale eso, na vakatorocaketaki ema tauda-
ku. I koro lelevu e sa dua na ka bibi ena
raica na matanitu

Ena vakayagataka talega na matanitu e
dua na taba ni veiqaravi rabailevu ni
bula vakailavo na kena tokoni na tubu
vaakilavo ka vaka kina na kena tarai cake
nai nai vakarau ni bula ena taudaku ni
koro lelevu ena noda vanua.

Ena raica na matanitu e levu sara na po-
rokaramu me na vakaliuci tale kina na
bula vakailavo ni veikoro ka vakaugeti
ena kena rawati oqo e oka kina na:

« Self Help Programmes

o Community Access Roads

« Footpaths and Footbridges

« High Risk water and sanitation projects
« Rural Housing Assistance Programmed
ka vaka kina na

o Rural Outer Island Development Pro-
grammed e oka talega kina na kena vaka-
vinakataki na waqa ni veivakaleleci.

E dua na Lawa vou esa mai biu taumada
(National Disaster Risk Management Bill
) ka sa mai sosomitaka na lawa makawa
oya na (Natural Disaster Management
Act ) ka sa vakadonui talega ena kebinate
me sana veitalanoa taki ena palimedi ena
yabaki oqo.

Turaga na Sivika, Kemuni na neimami
Mata kina Bose Lawa kei kemuni na
Mata ni Veimatanitu, au gadreva meu
vakaraitakani ka ra lewena na mata mai
na veitabana duidui ni veiqaravi ka vaka
kina na matanitu era sa duavata ena
kena tovolei me wali na leqa era sotava
tiko na tamata cakacaka.

Oqo ena dua na itavi bibi ena kena
yadravi na leqa baleti ira na tamata caka-
caka, vanua ni cakacaka ka vaka kina na
kedra I sau na tamata cakacaka.

Sa railesuvi talega na Lawa e vakata-
bakidua vei ira na Tamata Cakacaka(
Employment Relations Act).

Turaga na Sivika, Kemuni na neimami
Mata kina Bose Lawa kei kemuni na
Mata ni Veimatanitu, e levu sara na bo-
lebole e ratou sotava tiko na Minisitiri ni
Qoliqgoli ka vuna levu taudua ena veika e
kauta mai na veiveisau ni draki.

Ena raica talega na matanitu na kena biu
eso na porokaramu mena rawa ni tokona
na kena vakayagataki na noda I qoliqo-
pli me rawa ni sotava na gagadre ni kena
maroroi na noda I yaubula ka vaka kina
na noda I goliqoli.

Na Lawa tu me baleta nai qoliqoli( Fish-
eries Act 1941) esa navuci talega me sana
railesuvi tale ena yabaki oqo.

Ena noda tabana e qarava na noda vei-
kau, sa vakabibitaki talega na veiveisau ni
draki e oka talega kina na kena taqomaki
na noda veikau. Na matanitu esa tomana
na cakacaka ni kena teivaki e 30 na mil-
ioni na vunikau ena loma ni 15 na yabaki
ka vakatekivutaki mai ena 2019.

Na kena mai railesuvi na iqaqi ni kau
oqo na Mahogany esa vakadonua na
Matanitu , ena vakatabakidua ena kena
maroroi ka vakavinakataki na veivoli e
vanuatani ka vakavinakataki talega oira
nai taukei ni Mahogany.

Ena cakacaka vata na matanitu kei ira na
veitabana tale eso ena vuku ni veituvatu-
va eso me vaka na :

o tarai cake na bula ni veivakavaletaki

« vakavinakataki na bula vakailavo

« vakaugetaina na kena tara nai tikotiko
me veiganiti kei na draki veisau.

Ena tomana tikoga na matanitu na kena
vakalawa taki na veitikotiko sega ni
vakamatanitu taki mena rawa yadravi
tiko oira na lewe ni tikotiko

Na kena vakabulabulataki tale makete ni
volitaki voli kana vakavuna na kena tubu
na rawaka vakailavo ka an solia talega
eso na sala ena kena vakavinakataki.

Sa vakadeitaka na matanitu me
vakaukauwataki ira na dau saumi vaka-
cavacava me ra na diigtaka mai e dua na
nodra mata mena rawa ni matataki ira
kina siti ka vaka kina na taoni.

Na railesuvi ni Lawa ni Matabose ni Tau-
ni kei na Siti ( Local Government Act)
kei na ( Election Act) esa toso sara tiko
ena gauna nikua ena vuku ni kena digi-
taki na mata ni veitaoni ena noda vanua.
Turaga na Sivika, Kemuni na neimami
Mata kina Bose Lawa kei kemuni na
Mata ni Veimatanitu, na kena mai tekivi-
utaki na dabe ena palimedi ena yabaki
oqo sa dodonu meda vakasamataka sara
vakavinaka na vei gagadre era gadreva tu
na lewenivanua meda mai bulagoci kina
Au sa veibolei vei keda yadudua na
lewe ni palimedi ena noda vanua meda
duavata ena veicakacaka satu mena qa-
ravi , raici na veileqa era sotava tiko na
lewenivanua, ka me ra na liu tiko na
tamata ka biu laivi na bula vakapolitiki.
Meda kakua ni raica na bolebole me
vaka e dua na ulunivanua meda duavata
ka walia ena veivosaki keina veivakatoro-
caketaki, kei na rai me tarai cake na dua-
vata ni veimaliwai ena noda vanua.

Kivei ira kece na noda lewenivanua, se
vanua cava ga o ni sarava tiko kina na
vosa 0qo, au bolei kemuni mo ni taura
dei na yavu kei na vakatulewa era vakay-
acora na nomuni mata digitaki.

Au vakauqeti ira kece na noda
lewenivanua me ra tomana tikoga na no-
dra vakaitavi ena veivosaki, veivakatoro-
caketaki, veidokai ka vakasaqara na kila
ka ka raraba ena noda veitikotiko.

Sa vakanuinui tu nina dua na yabaki
vuavuai vinaka na yabaki oqo, 2024, ka
sa noqu I tavi meu mai vakaraitaka ni sa
dolavi na palimedi ena yabaki saka oqo.
Me Vakalougatataki Keda Kece na Kalou
ka Me Vakalougatataka na Noda Vanua
Lomani o Viti.

Vinaka Vakalevu !

Vukelulu,Maji 13,2024
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DOLAVI NI WRINIGUNU ENAKORO KO TUBAIRATA KEI MAVUA

Vola ko: Katarina Naqarase

E ra mai vulagi dokai nikua (06/03/24)
ena kena laki dolavi na waini gunu sava-
sava ena koro e rua o Tubairata kei Ma-
vua na Minisita ka qarava na Tabana ni
Cakacaka Raraba, Tabana ni draki ka
vaka kina na Veilakoyaki o Hon Ro Filipe
Tuisawau .

E vakavinavinakataka o Hon Tuisawau
ni veivakatorocaketaki oqo e dua nai nui-
nui kei na toso ka vakaraitaka na nodra

yalodei ena kena sagai me vakavinakat-

aki ka vakasavasavataki talega na wai ni
gunu me baleti ira na lewenivanua. E na
vi ca na yabaki sa oti e rua na koro oqo
ko Tubairata kei Mavua e rau sotava sara
tiko ga na leqa ni wai ni gunu.

E ra ciqgoma talega ni vakaso ni wai
makawa esa sega ni veiraurau vata na
nodra gagadre na lewenivanua, sa tubu
caka nai wiliwili sa sega ni cakacaka va-
kavinaka talega na I vaka so ni wai.E na
leqa oqori era sa vakasalataki kina na

lewenivanua mera sana tawa medra wai

ni gunu mai ena uciwai levu na Sigatoka
River , ka rivarivabitaki nina vakavuna e
$O na mate.

E na siga nikua era sa mai vakadinadi-
nataka na lewe ni koro e rua na kena sa
mai dabe e rua na taqe lelevu , dua tale
nai vakaso ni wai vou ka rawa ni vaka-
gunuvi kina e 146 na vuvale.

Nai sau vakailavo ni veivakatorocaketa-
ki 0qo e rauta ni $592,000 ka duanaka e
sasaga sara kina na matanitu me sotavi
kina na nodra gagadre na lewenivanua.
Na bibi ni veivakatorocaketaki oqo ena
sega ni vakalevutaki, e vakarautaki ga ka
rawa ni walia na leqa ni wai era sotava
tiko na lewenivanua ka vaka kina na no-
dra tiko bulabula na veitikotiko.

Esa mai cava na dredre ni nomuni dau
kau wai mai ena vanua yawa , ia ena
gauna 0qo sa rawarawa sara nisa rawa ni
ra gunuva sarga na wai savasava ena mata
ni nodra katuba.

E vakaraitaka talega na Turaga na Minis-
ita na nodra vakavinavinaka cecekia vei
ira na vakaitavi ena kena vakavotukana-
taki na sasaga oqo. Vei ratou na tabana
ni wai ka ratou garava sara nai tavi ena

vuniyalodrartou mera vakacegui kina na

lewenivanua.

E vakavinavinakataki ratou talega na Ta-
viraki Civil Contructions ena nodratou

veivuke ena cakacaka oqo.

Era mai vosa talega na Mata Ni Tikina o
Mavua ena vuku ni veivakatorocaketaki
ni koro e rua o Ifereimi Turukawa ni va-
kavinavinakataka na Matanitu ena vuku
ni kena sa mai dola na wai, era waraka
voli mai ena dua na gauna balavu, ea
dodonu me tekivutaki na 2022 ka ra ma-
rau voli na lewenikoro ena kena sa mai

cava ena yabaki oqo.

Levu talega na dredre era sotava me vaka
na ualuvu koya e vakataotaka talega na
nodra cakacaka. Vuqa na gauna era dau
vakayagataka na bulumakau (qasita) ena
kena usani mai na wai ena uciwai na Si-

gatoka me yaco ena nodra vale.

Sa vakavinavinakataka vakalevu ki na
Matanitu ena vuku ni nodra bau nanumi
ka wali na leqa era sotava vakauasivi ena
nodra sa mai gunuva na wai savasava ena

nodra matanikatuba.

SOLI VAKARILOLOMA NA ROTAVATOR ENA VATURUA YOUTH CLUB.

Vola ko: Katarina Naqarase

ra marau na lewe ni soqosooqo
ni Tabagone ena Vaturua Youth
Club e Vaturua Nakelo, Tai-
levu ena nodra mai ciqoma

vakailoloma e dua na nodrav rotavator
mai vua na Minisita ni Tabagone kei na
Qito o Hon Jese Saukuru .

Ena nodra mai veisiko voli na turaga
na Minisita ,era kena I sevu talega mera
gole ena koro o Vaturua , ka dua na yalo
marau levu vei ira nai tabagone ka vaka
kina na leweni koro. E vakaraitaka o Mr
Saukuru e ka dokai vua me mai liutaka
na taba ni veiqaravi ni tabagone kei na
qito, ka dua na ka e vakabibitaka sai koya
nodra cavu I kalawa nai tabagone ena
noda vanua.

E vakaraitaka talega o Minisita na bibi
ni nodra I tavi nai tabagone enai tiko-
tiko ka laurai ni oira e tiko na nodra
yabaki ni bula mai na 15-35 e rauta ni
32% ena noda vanua. E vakadreti ira na
lewe ni soqosoqo ni tabagone e Vaturua
ni dodonu mera kaukuwa ena kena sagai
na veivakatorocaketaki e na lomanikoro.
E vakabibitaka na Minista na bibi ni
kena laveti na bula ni veigaravi ena no-

dra I tikoitko ka sa vakasala taki mera

na vakayagataka vakavinaka na veiporo-
karamu kei nai tuvatuva kece sara e ra-
tiou vakarautaka na Minisitiri ni Qito kei
na Tabagone. Esa vakasalataki ira talega
nai tabagone mera tekivu taka na nodra
bisinisi ka na qai veivuke na kena tabana

ena Minisitiri .

Era vosa talega nai Liuliu ni Tabagone e
Vaturua o Emosi Rokoyawa , ka vakavi-
navainaka taka na turaga na Minisita ka
vaka kina na Minisitiri ena vuku ni kena
tokoni tiko mai na veiqaravi me baleti ira
nai tabagone ka vakausivi na kena soli

vakailoloma na Rotavator.

E rasana tu vakarau na lewe ni tabagone
ena Vaturua Youth Club ena kena vakay-
agataki vakavinaka na Rotavator ka sa
vakanuinuin tu nina levu sara na veiv-
akatorocaketraki ena nodra I tikotiko ka
vaka kina na veivuke sara vakalevu na

Minisitiri ni Tabagone kei na Qito.

Vukelulu,Maji 13,2024
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Vola ko: Katarina Naqarase

Esa tomani tiko ga na veivakararamat-
aki Na Minisitiri ni Veika Vakailavo ,
Tuvanaki ni Tuvatuva , Veivakatoro-
caketaki ni Matanitu.(27th February,
2024)

WASEWASE E LOMA

E na gauna ni veivosaki ena Wase-
wase e Loma, era vakamatatataka na
lewenivanua ena Deepwater Farming ni
leqa levu duadua e tara na vanua oqo e
dravudravua na wai ni ka vakavuna na
waluvu vakawasoma ka tara na nodra
iteitei.

Era sa kerea oti na lewenivanua na
Matanitu ena kena vakavinakataka na
gaunisala gereqere ena koro ka vaka
talega eso na veivuke eratou gadreva
mai vei ratou na Tabana Ni Teitei me
baleta na kena vukei yani vei ira eso na
sore ni kau, maniwa, ka vaka kina na
kena vakau na nodra I voli ena makete.
Na lewenivanua era vakaitikotiko e
Korovou kei Ucunivanua e tu talega na
nodra vakatutu ena vuku ni veivakato-
rocaketaki . Oqo e oka kina na nodra
veiqaravi na Liga ni Lawa, na kena va-
kavinakataki nai yaya ni cakacaka, na
waqa ka vaka na kena vakavinakataki
na vale ni wawa basi.

Dua talega naka era gadreva sai koya na
kena vakavinakataki na wai ni gunu na
kena caka na bai ni ua mena tarova na
sisi ni qele , vakavinakataki ni tikotiko
ni nasi kei na valeni wai ka vaka kina
nai yaya ni vuli ena veikoronivuli. E ra
gadreva talega na kena vakavinakataki
na taban ni teitei ni oya sarga e dua nai
vurevure levu ni lavo vei ira.

E dua talega naka e ratou gadreva
vakalevu na lewe ni koro o Nayavu na
leqa ni veigaravai ni tabana ni bula ka
rartou gadreva talega e dua na vanua
mena dau maroroi kina na yagodra era
sa mate(morgue).

E ra gadreva talega vakalevu na lewe ni
koro sai koya na gaunisala ni tauri lavo
me vaka na M Paisa kei na ATM, kena
I kuri ni veika era gadreva sai koya na
vakavinakataki ni gaunisal me na rawa
nira taqomaki kina na gonevuli, vaka-
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levutaki nai yaya ni veiqaravi ena ta-
bana ni teitei, vakalesui lesu mai na ko-
ronivuli ni vuli tara me vaka ni levu na
gonevuli era gole sara tiko mai Suva ki
Rakiraki ena vuku ni vuli tara.

MUA IRA

E na Mua Ira ni noda vanua e dua na
ka era gadreva sara tiko vakalevu na
dau volivolitaki mai Ba kei Tavua sai
koya na kauwai me baleta na leqa ni
gaunisala, leqa talega ni salsala ni wai ,
na waluvu ka vaka kina na kena gadrevi
na taba ni lawa me ratou wavoki voli
mai ena makete.

Oira na lewe ni koro e Vatua e sa ker-
ekere kina matanitu ke rawa ni so na
veivuke me baleti ira na marama kei
ira na gone. E na vakaraitaka talega na

kena toso cake tiko ga na Ualuvu ka

vaka kina na sisi ni gele ka ra sa gad-
reva saka kina e dua na nodra I drodro
(Evacuation Center).

Dua na leqa lebvu e ratou kauta cake
mai na lewe ni koro e Natanuku
sai koya na kena sega ni taucoko na
veiqaravi eso mai vei ira na tabana ni
matanitu eso,ka ratou gadreva sak kina
na kena vakavinakataki na medra wai
I gunu, vakaduri na cina ena yasa ni
gauinisala(streetlight) ka vaka kina na
kena vakalevu taki na veivakararamat-
aki vei ira na gone era sa biu vuli mai.
VUALIKU.

Levu sara na vakatutu e kau cake nikua
ena vuku ni veivakararamataki , oqone
oka kina kena laveti cake na veivaka-
torocaketaki kei nai walewale ni veili-
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EIVAKARARAMTAKI ME BALETA NA

ATOROCAKETAKI ENA MATANITU O VITI.

kutaki ena matanitu. E na gauna nikua e

levu na veika e ratou sa vakaraitaka mai
na lewenikoro e Vunivutu ena vuku ni
veivakatorocaketakli kei na kena vaka-
vinakataki na waini gunu, gaunisala ka
se sega ga ni dua tale na kena veivaka-
deitaki take mai ena matanitu.

Na kena in karua sai koya na kena va-
kavinakataki na valenibula, me vaka na
valeniwai e Vunivutu e sega sara tuga ni
vaak iyaya ni valenibula ka vaka talega
kina ni 1 voliga na Nasi e veiqaravi rara-
ba tiko enai tikoitiuko oya. Nai otioti ni
veika e ratou gadreva sai koya ma kena
vakavinakataki na gaunaisala ni veita-
ratara , ka sana qai laki tomani yani ena
Bose Ni Tikina.

Vukelulu,Maji 13,2024
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NODRA VOSA NA LIULIU NI MATANITU, PARAIMINISITA SITIVENI RABUKA ENA DOLAVI NI

BOSE LEVU VAKATURAGA DEUBA LAGOON RESORT LOTULEVU FEVURUELI 29,2024

u kauta mai na Kere veivosoti mai vua
na Noda Turaga na Peresitedi kei Viti,
ka sega ni rawa ni tiko vata kei kemuni,
na nona itokani iliuliu ena mataka nikua.
A vakasalataki koya na nona Vuniwai Yadua me
vakacegu me rua tale na siga.
Na vanua i Kubuna, Gone Turaga Bale na Vunivalu
na Tui Kaba
Na vanua i Burebasaga, Gone Marama Bale na
Roko Tui Dreketi na Turaga na Vunivalu
Na vanua i Lalagavesi, Gone Turaga Bale na Tui
Cakau, na Ai Sokula
Veikemuni na Minisita ni matanitu/Vukevuke ni
minisita
Veikemuni na mata ni veimatanitu e vuravura
Kemuni na Leweni nui Bose Levu Vakaturaga
Turaga na Marama
Lewenivanua e Viti.
Au kauta talega mai na nodra kere veivosoti eso na
noqu itokani vakacakacaka ni Kebineti ka ra tu gole
tu vakacakacaka ena veimatanitu tani se yawa ena
noda vanua ena itavi ni Kebineti. Era vakauta yani
na veikidavaki kei na gagadre vinaka duadua me na
yaga vei iko na nomu veivosaki ena rua na siga ni
dabe ka yaga vei iko kei ira kece na kai Viti.

Ni sa bula vinaa.

Ena vukuda taucoko au vakavinavinaka kina vua na
iTalataia Turagavou, na Peresitedi ka Qase Levu ni
Lotu Wesele e Viti me baleta na Masu kei na ituku-
tuku ni Lotu vakasinaiti ena Yalo Tabu ka soli mai
vei keitou ena mataka nikua. Vinaa vaalevu, Turaga
na Qase Levu ni Lotu Wesele e Viti ei Rotuma.
Keitou vakavinavinataka talega na vanua o Ko-
rolevu e na soqo ni veikidavaki vakavanua a vakaya-
cori kina Matabose Levu ni Turaga ena mataka ni-
kua.

Eda vakadinadinataka talega ni o ira talega, me
vaka na Vanua o Korolevu, na itaukei taumada ni
vanua eda kumuni vata nikua, ka da vakadinata na
nodra qase e liu, nodra iliuliu kei na iliuliu nikua,
kei ira era na lako mai ena veisiga ni mataka ena
nodra itutu.

Ogqo na siga sa bulia na Kalou. Meda sa reki ka ma-
rau kina. (Same 118:24).

Au lako mai me’u vakarokorokotaki kemuni, na ili-
uliu vakavanua e Viti ka ni sa taura na nomuni itutu
ena Matabose Cecere ni iLiuliu (Bose Levu Vaka
Turaga) ka sa tauyavutaki tale.

Au na vosa tiko vei kemuni ena veika e bibi sara vei
Viti.

A biuta vakatikitiki na BLV na Matanitu e liu. Sa
tucake tale oqo me tomani tale na kena itavi dokai
ena gauna 0qo ena veika ni vanua oqo.

A biuta vakatikitiki na BLV na Matanitu e liu. Sa
cadra tale oqo me tomana tale na itavi dokai ka lal-
awa tu ni veigauna ena vanua 0qo.

Na nomuni mana e sega ni vu mai na ena dua na
matanitu tu galala. Sa tu vei kemuni na lewa kei na
veivakayarayarataki ka ni taukena nai ivakarau ni
veiliutaki ni sucu vata kaya mai ka sa vakamawe ena
ivola tukutuku kei Viti.

Ena nomuni itutu vaka Turaga, na kila ka kei na
veika era vakadeuca sobu mai oira na nomuni ma-
tua, e ka bibi sara ni vakatakilai keda na itaukei, na
noda itovo vakavanua, kei na kena cakacakataki na
vanua.

Au lako mai vei kemuni me vaka e dua na iTaukei ni
vanua ka tu tale ga na noqu itavi ena noqu vanua. E
noqu itavi me’u qaravi ira na noqu Turaga ni Vanua
kei ira era liutaka.

Ni'u mata digitaki kina Bose Lawa au sega ni veiqa-
ravi walega ena vukudra na iTaukei. Au sa dauveiqa-
ravi kei vei ira kece na mata tamata era sa vakaitiko-
tiko e Viti.

Au na wili gusu taka yani qo na tukutuku raraba ni
noda vanua.

E tekivu vei ira na itaukei kei Viti ka ra tadu mai
ena noda yanuyanu na tubudra ena rauta na 3,000
na yabaki sa oti. Ena 1879 a tadu mai ena noda ma-
tasawa na isevu ni Girmitiyas mai Idia, kei ira kece
na nodra ilawalawa duidui, kara mai tauyavu vou
tale.

Era sa isevu tale ga ni ilakolako e tokitaki ira mai na

Matanitu vaka Koloni ka qali ki Peretania ka rawa
qo ena dua na Lawa-Tu ka kenai inaki me toro-ya
cake na rawaka vakailavo me tokoni kina na veiv-
akatorocaketaki raraba.

Era sa tu 0qo eso na lewe i Viti ka ra vakawa veicu-
rumaki tu mai na gauna ni Koloni; kei ira na kai
Iurope, Jaina, Rotuma, o ira na Kilivaji, kai Kirisia;
oira mai Samoa, Toga Matanisiga, Tuvalu kei Wal-
lis kei Futuna; ka vakakina na i-Kiribati kei ira na
lewenivanua mai na veiyasana tale eso mai na vanu-
avaka Micronesia kei na veivanua tale eso.

E ka dokai vei au me’u liutaka e dua na matanitu ka
sa dei ena kena tarai cake ka vaqaqacotaki na dua-
vata kei na noda dau bole taka na noda matanitu
ena veikawa tamata eda sa bula vata voli.

Au raici kemuni, na noda Turaga, ni tiko edua na
itavi bibi ena itosotoso qo

Oqo na ikarua ni yabaki ni nona sota na BLV, ka
imatai ni oti na kena vakalesui mai vakalawa. Eda
sa dei qo na BLV.

Ena yabaki sa oti mai Bau, a vakananuma vei keda
na Turaga Bale na Peresitedi na veiveisau e tara mai
na BLV. A cavuta tale ga na vosa kilai levu ka tauca
na Gone Turaga sa bale o Ratu Sir Lala Sukuna ena
soqo ni vasobu duru ena koronivuli na Vuliniturga
ena 1950.... [Au cavuta] “... na soqo vakasakiti ni-
kua ena kilai ena veitaba gauna ni sa dua tale ga na
noda cavu ikalawa na kawa iTaukei” [icavacava ni
vosacavuti].

Fna Noveba ni 2023, a sa dabe tale na BLV ka sa
vaka lawa, 17 na yabaki ni oti na kena rube kei na 10
na yabaki ni oti na kena vakacegui.

Ena rauta na 30 na yabaki sa oti, a rogoca kina na
BLV e dua na vosa ka vakasakiti ena tukutuku ni
veigauna ni noda vanua.

Na Daunipolitiki sa bale o Jai Ram Reddy, ea iLiuliu
ni tiko ni To ni Veisaqa ena gauna ya, ka sa imatai
tale ga ni vulagi me vosa ena Bose Levu Vakaturaga.
E ra vakayacora ni ra dua e sasaga taka ka tutaka na
nodra duvata na daunipolitiki me vakaduavata taki
na noda matanitu ka me muria e dua na sala me
taucoko kina na bula vakamatanitu.

Era mai tiko ena BLV ena noqu veisureti. Ni keirau
itokani ena Bose Lawa ka keirau Liuliu Vaka Poli-
tiki, ka keirau cakacaka vata tiko ena vukui keda
kece kei na noda tiko vinaka. Au se nanuma tiko ga
na itukutuku kaukauwa ka guiguilecavi dredre ka ra
cauraka ena siga oya.

Au na vakalekalekataka e rua.

E ugeta na Bose Levu Vakaturga o Mr Reddy me
yavu ni duavata ena noda matanitu. Ka ra kaya kina
ni o ira era vakarorogo vua era Turaga, sega walega
vei ikeda na itaukei kei Viti, ia vei ira kece na kawa
tamata era sa mai bula voli kina.

Au na sega ni yacova matua ni rai nei Mr Reddy, ia
au rawa ni voqataka ga na ka era cauraka.

Me vakataki koya, au vakabauta ni tiko e dua na
nomu icavacava ka sa sivia na ivakarau.

Esa dodonu kina mo ni Turaga kece ni kawa tamata
e bula voli e Viti.

E sa matata tiko ni tiko edua na navunavu ni BLV
me vakusakusa taki na toso ni kawa Taukei. Au dua-
vata kina kei kemuni.

Ia au kerei kemuni talega mo ni wakia vata na no-
muni vuku, kila-ka kei na nomuni sau me na yaga
kece vei keda na lewe ni vanua qo. Ke rawa mo ni
tokona na Matanitu ena kena buli eso na lawa-tu
me vakalailaitaki kina na bula dravudravua, ka va-
kavuna me levu cake na madigi kei na sautu ena
noda itikotiko raraba, o sa na ivakaraitaki ni veili-
utaki ki na dua na Viti vou.

Ena yalomalumalumu taucoko au sa vakamasuti
kemuni mo ni duvata ena itosotoso qo me da na
kakavaki yani ki na dua na Viti ka me idusidusi ni
toso e liu ki vuravura.

E na noda sota qo, e sega wale ga ni da maurata-
ka na kena sa dabe tale na BLV, ia me da bucina
vata edua na itosotoso ka mena kauti keda yani ki
liu ka me umana tale ga na keda ivola tukutuku ni
veigauna kei na -- architects of a shared future.

Au tu e matamuni, ka vakasinaiti ena yalo ni ro-
kovi kei na itavi bibi. Nikua sa ivakatakilakila ni
dua na gauna vakairogorogo ena ilakolako ni noda
matanitu—e dua na ilakolako ka sa raica na kena
iwasewase ni veivakatovolei kei na qaqa, cegu, kei

na toso ki liu.

Na GCC e dua na duru ni veiliutaki, veivakasalata-
ki, kei na veivakaduavata taki. E ivakadinadina bula
ni noda ivakarau tudei, kei na noda gagadre coko-
vata me baleta na noda veisiga ni mataka.

E dodonu meda vakananumi tale ena sala eda mu-
ria mai ka sa da mai yacova tu kina na siga edaidai.
E sega ni mate ka bulu na veika sa oti.

Na BLV e sega mada ga ni dua na ivakananumi ni
veigauna sa oti ni sa tubu tikoga. E sega ni gadrevi
me’u cavuqaqataka eke na kena itukutuku makawa.
Ia e dodonu meda vakananumi keda ni o ira era
sega ni vuli mai na itukutuku makawa era na sega ni
vuli mai na vei cala sa oti.

Na ka vakasakiti nikua sai koya na sala a vakam-
alumalumutaka kina na BLV na veika eso e veivaka-
latilati tiko; kei na kena walia rawa na leqa e sotava
ena gauna eda nanuma kina ni dredre.

Nikua, e cila edua na rarama vou ena italanoa ni
noda matanitu, eda sa tiko ena veisemati ni ituku-
tuku makawa kei na inuinui, ka ra gadreva kina na
lewei Viti yadua na duavata ka yavutaki ena veika
eda kakavaki kina.

Fra na dau tu ga oira na dau vakatitiqa era dau
vakataroga na noda vakatulewa ka bolea na sala eda
digitaka, ia ena veiba oqo eda bulia kina na yalodei
kaukauwa kei na raivotu matata cake me baleta na
noda veisiga ni mataka.

Kei na veisiga ni mataka eda sa raica tiko oqo.
Me'u tekivu mada e na ka e nanamaki kina na
Matanitu me baleta na BLV. E matata na itukutuku
ni lawatu ni Matanitu ena GCC: e dina ni semati
vakayavutaki na yago ki na veiliutaki kei na tiko vi-
naka ni iTaukeli, e tiko kina e dua na itavi cecere me
cigomi ka tokona na lewe ni noda veimataqali. Na
vakacegu e dodonu me kena vatu ni tutu.

Ena dusimaki na GCC ena gauna oqo ena macala ni
railesuvi ena 2023. Oqo e oka kina na raici ni walu
na vanua e vakamacalataki kina na tiko vinaka ni
iTaukei oka kina na veisau ni draki kei na wasawasa.
Oqo e salavata vakavinaka sara kei na noqu rai me
baleta na Pasifika me Wasawasa ni Sautu, ka vaka-
matatataka na itavi bibi ni GCC ena kena rawati e
dua na veisiga ni mataka ka sa usutu kina na veiqa-
ravi ni veika veika bula kei na veivakatorocaketaki
tudei ena duavata kei na sautu ni iwasewase.

Ena Moniti au a vosa ena dua na bose kaukauwa ni
iLavo Vakailavo ni Veimatanitu e Nadi. Na lewe ni
bose levu duadua e baleta na veika vakailavo, veika
vakailavo kei na veivakatorocaketaki.

Ia, ena noqu vosa, au sega ni kila na veika oqori. Au
vakamacalataka ena so na raivotu matailalai e tiko
vei au me baleta na noda wasawasa oqo me baleti
Viti kei na 15 tale na veimatanitu era tauyavutaka na
Pacific Islands Forum (PIF).

Au qai vakamacalataka vakalekaleka na sala me
keirau yaco kina ki na vanua vou oqo.

Kemuni na iliuliu ni Viti, au na vosa vei kemuni ena
gauna oqo me baleta na raivotu o ya kei na kena
ibalebale vei keda kece eke kei na veivanua e wai.
Ka rairai sivia beka.

E dau vakavuna na noqu vakasama na iyaloyalo kei
na dina ni dua na vuravura e mavoa ka vakarerei
ena ivalu. E sega ni dua na ivakatakilakila ni kena
itinitini na veisaqasaqa levu e Rusia kei Ukraine. E
kaukauwa vakaniukilia o Rusia ena sokovanua gas-
aukuro. E inaki beka me vakayagataki?

Na Tokalau e Loma, vakabibi o Gaza, e dau vak-
arerei, na ivalavala kaukaua, kei na vakadave dra.
Na veivala e rawa ni ra vakatubura e rabailevu na
iteitei ni ivalu.

E voleka mai eke ena iyaloyalo ni ivalu e vale ni ra sa
tao tu e Jerusalemi e 200 na pilgrims mai Viti ni oti
na nodra kabai na Isireli mai Hamas. Keirau caka-
caka vakaukaua me keirau bula vinaka tale ga e vale.
Niu dikeva oti, rauta ni 30 na veivakacacani vakai-
yaragi era tauvi ira na veimatanitu tale eso, e levu
vei ira e Aferika.

E kaukauwa tiko ga na nodrau veiqati na rua na
matanitu kaukaua, o Amerika kei Jaina. Ena mua
ni yabaki sa oti era sa ivakatakilakila ni na rawa ni
yaco e dua na veivakacacani. E dodonu meda wawa
ka raica.

Sa yaco na veisaqasaqa rerevaki ena kedrau maliwa
na waqa ni Jaina kei na kai Filipaini ena Wasawa-
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sa na Ceva kei Jaina. Eda na sega ni
rawa ni levea na taro kevaka ena kauti
Keda mai ki na dua na sotavi Jaina na
ka oqo?

Na veilecayaki e Taiwan e tomani
tikoga ena kena rawa ni yaco e dua
na mata vakaiyaragi, se ca sara. Era
na rairai vaka tu tale na meca levu
o ira na dauveivakasausau, Jaina kei
Amerika.

E tukuna raraba e dua na vakaile-
silesi liu ni Matabose kei Vuravura ni
levu duadua na veisaqasaqa voravora
vakarerevaki e vuravura raraba me
tekivu mai na ijotioti ni ivalu e vura-
vura raraba. E sivia ni rua na bilioni
na tamata era vakaitikotiko ena vanua
e vakaleqai kina na ivalavala kaukaua
vakaiyaragi.

A mai cava na iKarua ni iValu Levu
ena 78 na yabaki sa oti. E sega ni
matau. E kacabote na ivalu vakadave-
dra ena vakanomodi ni neitou Pasifi-
ka ena mate vakaitamera ni bula. Na
levu ni veivakacacani e yaco vei ira
na veimatanitu voleka ka sa vakarerei
sara ga o Viti.

O ira na iliuliu ni Viti, e vakadinadi-
nataki ni sa vakavuna na ituvaki ni
veimatanitu ena gauna oqo e dua na
gauna rerevaki ena itukutuku maka-
wa.

Ena vica na vula sa oti, ni sa toso tiko
yani o vuravura ki na veisaqasaqa kei
na leqa levu, au sa tekivu vakayagata-
ka vakalevu na gauna meu vakasa-
mataka kina na ka oqo kei na noda
Wasa Pasivika, na kena Lewenivanua,
kei na vanua eda tu kina ena gauna ni
leqa oqo. Ni sa tubu tiko ga na veileti
ena kedra maliwa na veimatanitu, au
vakataroga se keirau sa gole tale tiko
yani ki na qara vatu.

Au vakadeitaka ni a vakaukauwataki
cake na noqu nanuma kei na lomaqu
ena veika au sotava ni'u dau vakadru-
kai ena veivanua vakacacani. Me vaka
ni’u iliuliu ni imatai ni mataivalu ni
Mataivalu e Viti Ni'u Veiqaravi tiko
ena Matabose kei Vuravura e Lepa-
noni, au a vakayalia e va na sotia ya-
logaqa ka yalodina. Au nanuma na
nodra mate me vaka ena noa.

A sega ni dede au a kunekunetaka na
vakasama ni kena tauyavutaki e dua
na ivakatakarakara ni vakacegu me
baleta na neitou iwasewase vakaita-
mera ni wasawasa, ka vakatokai talega
me Blue Pacific. Na ivakatakarakara
au raica ena vakamacalataka talega
na dina ni sautu. Au nanuma talega
ni vosa na Pasifika vakaikoya e kena
ibalebale na vakacegu.

Vei au e gadreva na noda vuravura
me waluvu na vakacegu, e dua na wai.
Ogqo na iwali ni ivalu. E rawa ni yaco
0qo na tamata e vuravura.

Na vosa vakacegu e vakasinaiti ena
kaukauwa kei na kena ibalebale, ka
vakaugeti ka laveti cake. Na vakacegu
e vakavuna na itikotiko ni yalololoma,
veikauwaitaki kei na loloma cecere. E
vakabulabulataka na bula sautu.

Eke ena neitou yanuyanu ena Pasifi-
ka e tiko kina e dua na Wasawasa ni
Vakacegu ka waraka tiko me sucu. E
vakatokai ena gauna oqo me o Ocea-
nia.

E kovuta e rauta ni 32 na milioni
na kilomita vakarivirivi ena Ceva ni
Pasifika. Oqori e lailai sobu ga mai
na vanua cokovata e Rusia, Jaina kei
Amerika.

O ira na tubuda taumada era
dauvakadewa levu duadua vei ira kece
era dauvakadewa. Era raica na vanua
vakaitamera oqo ni wasawasa ka sa
usutu tikoga ni neitou bula. Oqo na
noda ivotavota kei na inuinui. E ta-

wasei keda ia eda na vakaduavatataki
keda vaka taciqu kei na ganequ ena
lomaserena levu sara. E noda ena itu-
kutuku makawa, veivakatarogi kei na
iWasewase Vakailavo Vakatabakidua.
Kevaka eda rawa ni duavata ena
vakasama ni kena kacivaki e dua na
Wasawasa ni Sautu, edana dauveiqara-
vi ni dua na ivakatakilakila kaukauwa
ni bula vata kei na veitokani. Ena rai-
rai vakararawataki na vuravura ena
ivalu kaukauwa kei na veivakarerei ni
levu cake na veimecaki vakaiyaragi,
ia na noda Wasa papitaiso vou kei
ira na lewena era na sautu. Vakacegu
vei keda kece; me baleta na ituvaki ni
bula; e vanua, e wasawasa kei loma-
lagi. Keitou na vakauta na itukutuku
oya ena veivanua kecega. E vuqa tu na
sala me caka kina oqo.

Na vakacegu au sa gadreva tu me sega
ni rawa ni dua walega na yaca kei na
dua na ivakatakarakara. O Viti kei na
veimatanitu tale eso era vesu vata mai
na nodra lewena na Yanuyanu ena Pa-
sifika Foramu, era na kacivi me ra bu-
lataka na yavunibula e vakaraitaka na
vakacegu me dua vei ira na ivalavala
dodonu cecere duadua.

Oqo ena gadrevi kina vei ira na noda
iliuliu, oka kina o kemuni na iLiuliu
tudei ni Viti, mo ni cakacaka vata kei
ira na tamata me vakadeitaki kina
ni sa usutu ni bula vakamatanitu na
vakacegu. Na noda “Sala ni Pasifika”
vakamareqeti ni nodra veivosaki na
tauvimate kei na duavata ena tiki bibi
ni noda isoqosoqo.

E tiko tale e dua na ka. Au sega ni na-
maka na Wasawasa ni Sautu me isau
walega ni veivakarerei nikua. Ena do-
kai ira talega na noda qase e liu, o ira
na turaga kei na marama yaloqaqa era
a lako curuma na ua tawacava ki na
veiyasana yawa kei na itekitekivu bu-
labula. Eda vakacaucautaki ira.

E sega ni rawa ni cicivaka vakataki
koya o Viti na cakacaka ni Wasawasa
ni Sautu. E gadrevi kina na veitokoni
ni PIF. Au a vakaraitaka na tadra ni
vakacegu oqo vei ira na iliuliu ni PIF
ena nodra soqoni vakayabaki mai
Rarotonga mai Cook Islands.

Ni ra sa vakauqeti na iliuliu ena
vakasama ka ra cigoma vakadonui,
era sa lokuyarataka na nodra vakat-
ulewa. Ena qai vakasamataki vakavi-
naka cake na lewe ni bose ni nodra
bose ka tarava ena Matanitu o Tonga
ena Okosita.

Au nuidei vakamalua ni o ira na
Peresitedi kei na Matanitu Taumada
ni yasana era na ciqoma na vakatutu
oqo. Kevaka e toso vinaka na veika
kece, na noda matanitu e 16, vata kei
ira na lewe ni PIF ni Ni'u Siladi kei
Ositerelia, ena digitaka e dua na siga
ena itukutuku makawa me kacivaki
kina na noda Wasawasa ni Sautu ki
vuravura.

Au namaka me da cakava oqo ena
nodra iserau na vulagi sureti mai na
vuqa na veimatanitu, oka kina na vei-
matanitu lelevu era vakatoka me ito-
kani ni PIF, kei Amerika kei Jaina ena
kedra maliwa.

Na vakacegu e sega ni kena ibale-
bale ni na vakasuka na ituvaki ni
PIF na veitaqomaki kei na ituvatuva
vakalawa. E dodonu me dau tu ga na
matanitu vakaitavi oqo me taqomaka
na nodra veiliutaki cecere, na nodra
lewenivanua kei na ivurevure vakata-
mata.

Au raica e dua na yasana me sega
kina na mataivalu, ena kena ibale-
bale vakavinaka na kena ibalebale.
Au vakabauta vakaukauwa ni basika
mai na Wasawasa ni Sautu ena vaqa-

qacotaka tale na veimaliwai ni PIE
Ena tiko e dua na ivau vou vei ira na
lewenivanua era semati vakadodonu
ki na noda taukena vata na wasawasa
vou.

Mai na ka oqo ena yaco mai kina e
dua na veimokomoko voleka ena
veiyasana taucoko ni ivakavuvuli ni
sautu ena veisiga kei na bula vaka-
matanitu.

Au vakabauta ni dua na itukutuku e
vuravura raraba me baleta na noda
vanua, mai na Wasa ni Sautu, ena
kauta mai e vuqa na yaga kei na kena
isau. Oqo ena vakavuna na kena
vakalailaitaki sobu na vakararavi ki
na veivuke mai na veivanua tani kei
na tubu cake ni veivakatorocaketaki,
saravanua, vakayagataki ilavo, kei na
veivakaduiduitaki vakabisinisi.

Na Tadra oqo me baleta na Wasa
ni Sautu e dodonu me nomu Tadra,
baleta ni dodonu me Tekivutaka o
Viti na toso ni vakacegu ka liutaki mai
vei kemuni na noda iLiuliu.

Na matanitu ena vakarautaka na vei-
sau ni GCC ki na dua na isoqosoqo
tu vakataki koya ka rokova na gaga-
dre ni iTaukei — me vakadeitaki kina
na kena kilai ena kena qaravi na veika
dina ni noda itikotiko raraba.

Oqo e salavata talega kei na iVakaro
ni Matabose kei Vuravura me baleta
na Nodra Dodonu na Tamata iTiko-
tiko. Na imatai ni nomu iVola ni iTu-
kutuku kei na Veivosaki nikua ena
tiko ena iVola cecere oqo ka ra taura
na Matabose kei Vuravura ena 1990
vakacaca, ni oti na kena yavavala o
Viti ena 1987.

Ena yabaki oqo, ena railesuva na
Matanitu na veisoqosoqo tale eso ni
itaukei: na Veiliutaki e Viti, na Na-
tive Lands Commission kei na Native
Land Trust Board.

O ira na lewe ni GCC era na duidui
na nodra rai me baleta na veika era
veivosakitaka. Ena veisagasaga na
gagadre. De dua e tiko na nodra
duidui bibi me baleta na sala vinaka
duadua me ra veiqaravi kina. Ia era
kila ni veitalia na kena bibi ka dina
na nodra veileti, se vakacava sara na
ka era gadreva, e tiko na nodra itavi
mera cakacaka vata ena sala vinaka
duadua me ra garava kina na iTaukei
kei na veika era taleitaka na matanitu.
Na vakalesui mai ni GCC e sega ni
dua na ikalawa lesu ki na veigauna sa
oti ia e dua na rika ki liu, ka kila na
itavi bibi ni GCC ena kena sega wale-
ga ni taqomaki na veika e taleitaki kei
na tiko vinaka ni iTaukei ia ena kena
ilesilesi levu duadua me vakabulabu-
lataki na yalodei kei na duavata ena
kedra maliwa na veimataqali ka vaka-
tokai me itikotiko.

Vakasamataka mada e dua na Viti ka
dau sotavi ira kina na noda italatala
qase kei na nodra kaukaua na noda
itabagone ena GCC, ka vakarautaka
e dua na veisiga ni mataka ka dau
kaukauwa, okati kina, ka sautu.

E dua na Viti e dau vaka na vatu ni
veiliutaki, vakacegu, ka vakavinakata-
ka na lala sa basika mai ena loma ni
16 na yabaki sa oti, ka cokoti keda ena
noda duidui, ka liutaki keda ki na ta-
kete raraba.

Na kena tauyavutaki tale na GCC
e dau kacivaka e dua na itabagauna
vou ni veiliutaki, e dua ka nanuma
lesu na kena rawa-ka e liu ena kena
cigomi na bolebole kei na madigi ni
gauna oqo kei na veisiga ni mataka.
Ena kena ivotavota vutuniyau me
noda yavu, sa na vakarau tu kina na
GCC me vakaitavi vakalevu cake sara
ena noda ivunau vakamatanitu kei na

veivakaduavatataki, ka vakayacora na
ivakavuvuli ni veiliutaki vinaka, roko-
vi na itovo vakavanua kecega, kei na
sasaga ni tiko vinaka vakailawalawa.
Ena tolusagavulu na yabaki sa oti, au
a doka ni a soli vei au e dua na galala
me’u bau lewena na BLV. Au vakavi-
navinaka vei ira na noda iliuliu ena
veigauna sa oti kei na gauna oqo ena
vuku ni nodra solia vei au na ituvaki
vakaoqori. Ni'u sa raica na ivakarau ni
kena qaravi na BLV, au sa tu vakatoto-
lo ena vuku ni dina kei na honor sake
ka balavu na noqu vakararawataki ka
sega vakadua ni oca, ena gauna kece
au raica rawa kina na kena yawa.

Ena rua na yabaki sa oti, au yalataka
me’u na vakalesuya tale na BLV. Sa
caka oti oqo.

Au vakila ni vaka me’u sa yaco yani ki
na dela ni ulunivanua. Ia me vakataki
Mosese, au sa raica na vanua yalataki
ia au na sega ni takosova yani. Na ita-
batamata ni iLiuliu oqo sa dodonu me
kauti keda ki kea.

Nikua eda nanuma lesu na yavu eda
tara kina na BLV. Eda nanumi ira na
noda iliuliu era a vala ena yaloqaqa
me ra taqomaka na kena itutu. Ena
dau tu ga na bolebole me da sotava,
ia na noda yalodina, ka vakauqeti ena
nodra yaloqaqa, ena tuberi keda ki
liu.

O koya gona, e rawarawa na noqu vei-
kacivi me’u cakava ia e ka bibi: me da
soqoni vata yani, na tamata mai Viti,
ena Matabose Levu ni iLiuliu. Meda
tokona na kena kaulotu sa vakabula-
bulataki, vakaitavi ena kena sasaga, ka
cau ki na kena qaqa.

Eda na rawa ni vakadeitaka vata ni
BLV e sega wale ga ni tu me ivakata-
karakara ni noda gauna sa oti ia me
ivakatakarakara ni noda veisiga ni
mataka—e dua na veisiga ni mataka e
vakatakilakilataki ena duavata, veido-
kai, kei na veiwasei ni sautu.

Me vaka ni'u nomuni Liu ni Veiqara-
vi, au yalataka na noqu veitokoni sega
ni yavalati rawa ki na BLV kei ira kece
na kai Viti, ni keimami sa tekivuna
vata na ilakolako oqo. Meda sa qai va-
kavouya na noda yalayala vakai keda,
ki na noda matanitu, kei na ivakarau
e matataka na BLV.

Me'u kerei kemuni ena yalomalum-
alumu, me vakadeitaki ni sa tiko na
kaukauwa ena noqu iTukutuku ki
Vuravura me baleta na kena vaka-
caucautaki na Pasifika me Vaka ni
Wasawasa ni Sautu, tekivu mai na
Pacific Islands Forum E Nukualofa
ena Okosita SA OTI, e vakabauta ka
ciqgomi ka rokovi, ni’u taura na ituku-
tuku ena veitokoni kei na veitokoni ni
noqu iliuliu cecere ni Viti ka a vaka-
dinadinataka na Tui Veisiko kei ira na
Matanitu Vakaturaga mai Aotearoa,
kei na Pasifika.

Sa noqu dokai vakalevu ena mataka
nikua me’u dolava na soqoni ni BLV
€ rua na siga.

Me vakalougatataka na Kalou na BLV
Me vakalougatataki keda kece na
Kalou

Vakalougatataki Ira na Tamata ena
Pasifika na Kalou

Me vakalougatataki Viti na Kalou.

Vinaka saka vakalevu.
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Dolavi vou na oselawa ni yahaki 2024

RA dolava vou na boselawa ni yabaki

2024 na Turaga Peresitedi, Ratu

Wiliame Katonivere.

Era vakarokoroko taki koya ena voleni
vakamataivalu e rauta ni 100 na sotia ka liutaka
main a Komanda ni Mataivalu, Major-General
Ro Jone Kalouniwai.

Era qai salavata kei koya na Sivika Dokai ni
Boselawa ko Ratu Naigama Lalabalavu ena loma
ni vale ni bose kei na Liuliu ni Yasana ni Matanitu,
Minisita ni Veiqaravi ni Veivakatorocake Lelevu
Ro Filipe Tuisawau.

Era lewena talega na soqo ni veiqaravi oqo na Tui
ni Turaga ni Lewa, Salesi Temo kei ira na lewe
55 na lewe ni matabose ni boselawa ena loma ni

vale ni bose vou ka sa qai oti na kena ripea taki.
Era tomana talega na soqo oqo na Veimata ni
Veimatanitu, liuliu bisinisi kei ira tabana ni
cakacaka.

Vakaraitaka veira na leweni bose ena boselawa ko
Peresitedi Ratu Wiliame mera vakarogoca matua
na domodra na lewenivanua ka mera ciqoma na
veiqaravi vaka Demokarisi kei nab ula vinaka
me vaka e volai ena Yavu ni Vakavulewa.

Meda ciqgoma noda duidui ia meda duavata ena
noda sasaga vata me dua na vanua torocake ka
sautu na noda vanua lomani.

Vakatoka qo ne na nodra mala ni vosa na Turaga
itaukei Bolatagane.

ERA lagita na uhumu n1  matanitu,

ka vakabauti n1 sa lavet! tale ena dua na

Paraiminisita Sitiveni Rabuka na nodra
bula na nodra lewenivanua era sa
vakaitikotiko tudei mai Perth, Australia
ena nodra veisiko voli mai keya ena
macawa sa oti.

Rauta ni 200 na lewenivanua kai Viti era
sa vakaitikotiko ka cakacaka mai Perth era
soqo vata yani ena vanua era sikova yani
na liuliu ni matanitu ni noda vanua ko Viti.
Vakaraitaka na  vakavinavinaka ni
matanitu o Paraiminisita Sitiveni Rabuka,
ka vakacaucautaki ira kina na lewenivanua
e Viti ena vanua o Perth ena kena maroroi
na veimaliwai vinaka ena nodra vanua e
vakaitikotiko kina, ka vakuria ni sa toso
tikoga na veimaliwai vinaka ni Vuvale
partnership kei na matanitu o Ositerelia

itagede e cake.

Vakavinavinakataka ko PM Rabuka na
sasaga era vakayacora na lewenivanua
oqo ena kena vakau mai na ilavo ena noda
vanua ka sa vukea talega na bula vakailavo.
Tomana ka kaya ni sa toso vinaka tiko
na neimami sasaga ni vakalesui main a
bula sautu ena noda vanua, ka keimami
vakavinavinakataka na nomuni cau vinaka
ki na bula vakailavo.

A vakayaloqaqataki ira na lewenivanua e
Viti o PM Rabuka me ra cau vagumatua
ki na tubu kei na sautu ni matanitu ruarua
ena nodra toso yani ki liu ena veimataqali
cakacaka vata, me vaka na veisau, vuli, kei
na veisau vakavanua.
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