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Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka meets with students from Suva Primary after the launch of the Infrastructure Assessment Report for Suva-Nausori schools this week. Photo: SUPPLIED

By PRASHILA DEVI

UILDING resilient schools
with adequate space, proper
amenities and accessibility will
contribute to Government’s
aspirations as education remains at the
heart of the National Development Plan
(NDP) 2025-2029 and vision 2050.
Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka said with
the goal of nurturing innovative, lifelong
learners and enriching lives through de-
livery of quality education for all, a poli-
cy/strategy on ensuring quality education
in an inclusive, safe, resilient and healthly
environment was Government’s vision

for quality education.

Speaking at the launch of the Infrastruc-
ture Assessment Report for Suva-Nausori
schools, PM Rabuka said the key activity
to deliver such strategy includes improv-
ing education services by modernising
school facilities to meet increasing de-
mand for quality education services that
students and teachers of Fiji deserve.
“Our commitment to inclusive and equi-
table education is reflected in this report,
which provides a roadmap for sustainable
development of our schools,” the Head of
Government said.

He also mentioned that the trend of fo-
cusing on just building new facilities

while old structures fall to disrepair was
worrying as previously there had been a
practice of budgetary allocation made to
the Public Works Department meant for
building repairs and maintenance.
“There will also be a proposal to re-intro-
duce the practice of budgeting for period-
ic repairs and maintenance, to be brought
back to Cabinet,” he said.

The report, which provides a compre-
hensive engineering assessment of 86
schools in the Suva-Nausori area, was
done in partnership between the Fiji and
Australian Government and will provide
a baseline of information critical for mak-
ing informed decisions about where to

best prioritise future support.

Australian High Commissioner, Ewen
McDonald, applauded PM Rabuka and
his Government for “their commitment
to improve health and education infra-
structure across the country”.

“At the core of our renewed and elevated
Vuvale Partnership is a commitment to
listen and respond to each other’s priori-
ties,” Mr McDonald said.

“And nowhere is this more significant
than partnering to achieve the vision to
deliver modern, inclusive and high-qual-
ity education for Fiji's next generation of
leaders”
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Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka recently met with the U.S. Under Secretary of State Lisa

Kenna in Washington, DC. Photo: SUPPLIED

EY cooperation areas such

as economic prosperity,

climate mitigation and

sustainable  development
were at the top of the discussion between
the Government of Fiji and India.

The talk of advancing this partnership
eventuated at a bilateral meeting
between Prime Minister, Sitiveni
Rabuka and India’s Minister of External
Affairs, Dr. Subrahmanyam Jaishankar
on the margins of the 61st Munich
Security Conference in Germany
recently.

Discussions also centred on the Minister of External Affairs, Dr Subrahmanyam

update of projects including the
construction of the 100 Bed Super
Specialty Cardiology Hospital, the
Indian High Commission Chancery
and Indian Cultural Centre Complex
in Suva, which further strengthens the
bilateral relationship between the two
countries.

PM Rabuka acknowledged India’s
continued support to Fiji over the years,
citing the close relationship and family
ties both countries share, which is
rooted in historical linkages and strong

Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka and India’s

Jaishankar meet on the margins of the 61st
Munich Security Conference in Germany
recently. Photo: SUPPLIED

cultural similarities.

The Fijian Head of Government and
Dr. Jaishankar engaged in productive
discussions on various issues of
mutual interest and benefit to Fiji and
India.

Office of Prime

(Source: the

Minister)

RIME Minister, Sitiveni
Rabuka and New Zealand’s
Minister for Defence,
Judith Collins engaged in
discussions focused on strengthening
cooperation between the two nations.

The meeting which was held on
the margins of the 6lst session of
the Munich Security Conference in
Germany focused on ongoing and future
projects beneficial for both countries.

PM Rabuka and Minister Collins also
engaged on the idea of encouraging
able-bodied Fijians to travel to New
Zealand for employment opportunities,
allowing them to work, earn, and send
remittances back home to support
their families and contribute to Fiji’s
economy.

Prime Minister Rabuka emphasised
the importance of shared development
goals and mutual prosperity while
reaffirming Fiji’s commitment to
deepening its partnership with New
Zealand.

Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka met New
Zealand’s Minister for Defence, Judith Collins
in the margins of the 61st session of the
Munich Security Conference in Germany.

Both leaders touched on the crucial
sector of the strong defense and
security cooperation between the two
countries which continues to play a
vital role in regional stability.

Office of Prime

(Source: the

Minister)

PRIME Minister Sitiveni Rabuka recently
met with the U.S. Under Secretary of State
Lisa Kenna in Washington, noting potential
implications of recent U.S. executive orders on
Fiji and the Pacific region.

As the first Pacific Island leader to visit the
U.S. after the Trump Administration took
office, PM Rabuka acknowledged the steps
taken by the U.S. to strengthen its engagements
in the region and emphasised the need for
ongoing dialogue.

PM Rabuka hopes that the 90-day freeze by
the Trump Administration will not hamper
plans to advance the USAID programs in the
region, particularly the Bilateral Framework
for Technical and Economic Cooperation
Agreement and the establishment of the
USAID regional office in Suva.

Fiji and the U.S. have partnered in key areas
such as trade and investment, with the most

recent being security cooperation.

PM Rabuka highlighted Fiji benefitting

from many programs and joint collaborations

such as the signing of the Acquisition and

Cross Servicing Agreement between the U.S.

Department of Defence and Fiji’s Ministry of
Home Affairs.

Other initiatives include the International
Military Education and Training, and the
2018 Ship Rider Agreement that enables the
protection of our marine resources and the
collaboration under the International Narcotics
Law Enforcement Affairs.

The Head of State also talked about Fiji’s
tourism and agriculture sector, expressing
the nation’s eagerness to continue to explore
opportunities and strengthen the Fiji - U.S trade
relations further.

PM Rabuka said Fiji looks forward to working
with the U.S. in ensuring that its bilateral
relations continue to grow from strength to
strength.

Despite the difference in size, PM Rabuka
asserted that the Fiji - U.S mutual standing
for freedom, justice and the rule of law, will
mobilise like-minded nations to coalesce and
cooperate.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)

PRIME Minister Sitiveni Rabuka met
with U.S. Congressman and Chair of the
Congressional Pacific Islands Caucus, Mr
Ed Case in Washington earlier this month
reaffirming Fiji’s strong and enduring
partnership with the United States of America.

Prime Minister Rabuka acknowledged the
longstanding cooperation between Fiji and
the U.S and the Pacific region through the
Pacific Islands Caucus and highlighted key
areas of cooperation including climate change,
security, and sustainable economic growth and
development.

The Head of the Coalition Government
briefed Congressman Case on the recently-
launched Foreign Policy White Paper, which
outlines the nation’s strategic international
engagement for the next decade.

Prime Minister Rabuka’s vision of the
Pacific as an “Ocean of Peace” also extended
to the halls of Congress, where he called on
the U.S. to support this concept, and to deepen
its partnership with the region.

PM Rabuka highlighted nn climate change
which remains the single greatest threat to Fiji
and the Pacific.

While the PM acknowledged the decision

made by President Trump to withdraw the
U.S. from the Paris Agreement, he hopes that
the decision will be reconsidered as the Pacific
continues to bear the full brunt of the climate
crisis.

PM Rabuka articulated that Fiji respects
the sovereign right of the U.S. to enforce
its immigration laws, while referring to the
deportation of illegal immigrants from the
uU.S.

Fiji has begun discussions with various
ministries and international law enforcement
agencies in relation to the deportation process
of Fijians from the U.S.

Prime Minister Rabuka stressed the need
for more coordinated efforts to ensure that
individuals involved in serious crimes do not
pose threats upon their return.

He stated that Fiji looks forward to working
closely with the U.S. to ensure the continued
engagements between the two countries.

Congressman Case thanked Prime Minister
Rabuka for the opportunity to meet and discuss
areas for further collaboration with Fiji and
across the wider Pacific region.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka with U.S. Congressman and Chair of the Congressional Pacific Islands
Caucus, Ed Case in Washington during a meeting. Photo: SUPPLIED
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High-Level meeting to address street dwellers,

-

Minister for Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation, Sashi Kiran, joined by (from left) Minister for Rural
and Maritime Development, Sakiasi Ditoka, Minister for Policing, loane Naivalurua, Minister for Justice,
Siromi Turaga, (from right) Minister for Housing and Local Government, Maciu Nalumisa, Minister for
iTaukei Affairs, Ifereimi Vasu and with their respective permanent secretaries meet to discuss growing
social issues. Photo: SUPPLIED

EY Government Ministries will

work together to combat the

growing issue of the increase

in street dwellers, drug use and
abuse amongst youths as well as the increasing
number of HIV positive cases.

To put this into action, the Minister for
Women, Children, and Social Protection, Sashi
Kiran, convened a high-level meeting with
relevant Ministers to discuss urgent strategies.

Attending the meeting were the Minister for
iTaukei Affairs, Ifereimi Vasu; Minister for
Justice, Siromi Turaga; Minister for Policing,
Ioane Naivalurua; Minister for Housing and
Local Government, Maciu Nalumisa; and
Minister for Rural and Maritime Development,
Sakiasi Ditoka, along with their respective
Permanent Secretaries.

The discussions focused on cross-sectoral
strategies to enhance rehabilitation and
reintegration programs for young street
dwellers.

Principal Welfare Officer, Salote Biukoto,
provided insights into existing data from
profiling exercises conducted in collaboration
with the Fiji Police Force, as well as partnerships
with organisations such as Inspire Pacific and
the Salvation Army.

These efforts have been pivotal in
understanding the challenges and formulating
targeted interventions.

A key outcome of the meeting was the
Ministers’” agreement on the need to strengthen
and enforce existing laws to deter individuals

from moving to and living on the streets of
major towns and cities.

Update was provided on work currently
underway on set up of rehabilitation centers to
support young street dwellers struggling with
drug use .

Minister Kiran shared referral pathways
identified for rehabilitation and community
integration.

The Ministers committed to strengthening
Pathways for income-generating projects,
housing solutions, and community reintegration
programs to help these individuals reconnect
with their village communities and build stable
futures.

Minister Kiran emphasised the urgency of
a collaborative approach to address the root
causes of street dwelling and drug abuse.

“This is a crisis that requires a united front.
By working together across ministries and
engaging with community partners, we can
implement effective initiatives that provide
support, rehabilitation, and a pathway for these
vulnerable youths to rebuild their lives,” said
Minister Kiran.

The meeting concluded with a commitment
from all Ministers to enhance coordination,
expand intervention programs, and implement
sustainable solutions to safeguard the welfare
of Fiji’s young people.

(Source: Ministry of Women, Children, and
Social Protection)

Education at the heart of Fiji’'s
development plan

Continued from page 1

The areas of concern in these schools identified
in the report included:

- Overcrowding: 70 per cent of schools
are overcrowded
- WASH (Water, Sanitation and
Hygiene) facilities are in poor
condition in most schools, and additional
facilities are required, particularly for girls.
- Many school buildings are reaching
the end of design life and are no longer
fit for purpose.
- None of the 86 schools have adequate
accessible infrastructure
- Over 50 per cent of schools are used as
evacuation centres.

Mr McDonald announced that Australia will
build new WASH facilities at all schools that
have been identified as requiring additional
facilities which means 42 schools across Suva
and Nausori will receive new toilet blocks.
“In addition, Australia will also work with
the Fiji Government to establish and staff a
Project Management Unit within the Ministry
of Education,” he said.

He explained that the unit will accelerate Fiji’s
ability to deliver education infrastructure using
its own funds by bringing technical expertise
in procurement and project management.

Deputy Prime Minister and acting Minister for Defenc:e,

a?NS |

Biman Prasad, with Fij} Navy

5

Commander, Captain Timoci Natuva and Republic of Fiji Military Forces, Major General
Jone Kalouniwai with other officials during the commissioning of the RFNS Timo.

Photo: WANSHIKA KUMAR

RFNS Timo added to Fiji’s Navy fleet

By WANSHIKA KUMAR

HE Republic of Fiji Military

Forces Naval Division is

set to embark on a new era

of maritime security with
the arrival of RFNS Timo, a state-of-
the-art vessel.

Marking the third Guardian-class
patrol boat in the Fiji Navy fleet,
RFNS Timo will play a pivotal role
in safeguarding Fiji’s vast waters,
preserving its  precious  natural
resources, and upholding regional
security.

Speaking at the commissioning
ceremony this week, Deputy Prime
Minister and acting Minister for
Defence and Veterans Affairs, Biman
Prasad said RFNS Timo would
contribute to the protection of vital
trade routes, ensure sustainability
of marine resources, and defend the
nation’s interests far beyond our
shores.

“Her presence will enhance our
readiness, strengthen our partnerships
with allies, and promote peace and
stability in our region,” DPM Prasad

said.

He said the recent surge in drug
detections nationwide underscores the
vital role of maritime security as the
incidents indicated a delivery method
that would have only been possible by
sea.

“This RENS Timo guardian patrol boat
will greatly improve the capability of the
Fiji Navy, which will be complemented
by the Maritime Essential Services
Centre and the C-27 Spartan Aircraft
to ensure that Fiji responds effectively
to natural disasters and increases naval
and coastal rescue capabilities.”

Acknowledging the Australian
Government, DPM Prasad stated that
the gifting of the RFNS Timo was a
testament to the enhanced relationship
between the two nations.

He urged the officers and crew of
RFNS Timo to serve with honour, duty
and loyalty.

“Your work will contribute directly
to the defence of our nation, and your
efforts will echo through the years, as
future generations of sailors look to
you as an example of excellence and
courage.”

Govt convenes Donor Roundtahle Meeting
ahead of 2024-2025 Budget Prep

inistry of Finance, Strategic
nning, National Developme
& Statistics

e

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for
Finance, Biman Prasad opened the Donor
Roundtable Meeting held at Novotel
Convention Center, Lami Bay.
Photo: SUPPLIED
HE Coalition Government
aims to ensure that it is
well-prepared to respond to
crises with agility that goes

beyond ensuring financial stability.

“We are dedicated to promoting
economic growth, job creation, and
income generation. This is the path to
prudent financial, fiscal, and economic
management, and one that the Coalition
Government is dedicated to pursuing
for the benefit of all Fijians.”

The Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad,
made these remarks while officiating
at the Donor Roundtable Meeting
convened this morning at the Novotel
Convention Centre in Lami Bay.

DPM Prasad said the Coalition
Government considers this meeting
as timely and critical to convene in
view of preparations for the 2024-
2025 Budget and to highlight and seek

support for Fiji’s national development
priorities.

He said sustainable  national
development requires a collaborative
approach,  where bilateral and
development partners, along with the
private sector, work alongside the
government.

All development partners were
acknowledged for their unwavering
commitment towards Fiji’s efforts in
fostering sustainable economic growth,
infrastructure development, and
building human resources capacity for
the people of Fiji.

DPM Prasad reaffirmed the Coalition
Government’s commitment to further
strengthening partnership guided by
the principles of mutual respect and
meaningful collaboration to advance
our common development priorities.

Fiji’s  post-pandemic  economic
recovery has been remarkable, with an
estimated 3.8 per cent gross domestic
product growth in 2024; and by the end
of this year, Fiji’s economy will have
fully recovered, surpassing 2019 pre-
pandemic GDP levels.

Importantly, DPM Prasad stated that
the immediate priorities of the Coalition
Government are to restore financial
discipline, rebuild fiscal buffers, put
the public debt situation on a path of
sustainability, and reorient economic
policies for sustainable economic
growth.

(Source: Ministry of Finance)
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By WANSHIKA KUMAR

N BUSTLING markets worldwide,
women vendors have long been the
heart and soul of local economies,
bringing vibrant energy, tradition,
and resilience to every stall they manage.

By selling fresh produce, handmade
crafts or traditional goods, women are
the pillars of small-scale commerce. They
provide not just products but also stories
and connections that sustain the market’s
social fabric.

As of March 2024, 12 084 women farmers
were registered in the National Farmers
Database.

Among the many hardworking vendors at
the Suva market is Naini Waqanivavalagi
selling freshwater mussels (also known as
kai).

The 40-year-old started collecting and
selling freshwater mussels after completing
Year 12 to support her family.

“This business was very profitable
and I managed to support my younger
brother and my parents through it,” Ms
Waganivavalagi said.

She said from the money earned she
managed to extend their home as she was

earning well.

Selling freshwater mussels enabled her
to cover her four children’s education and
basic needs with her eldest on the verge of
completing her tertiary education.

In the vegetable section of the Suva
market, attention was drawn to Neomai
Bale, 62, who was selling fresh vegetables.

Ms Bale said farming has always been
her hobby and she had been selling at the
market for the past 10 years.

“We usually we plant Vudi, dalo,
cucumber and chilies and our farm is in
Tailevu,” she said.

The COVID-19 pandemic marked a
turning point in most people’s lives and
one such case was Vaseva Wati who got
pushed towards guava farming during the
pandemic.

“This was the idea my brothers brought
out and they were the ones doing the
farming actually, I was just here selling in
the market (Suva). This all started during
the pandemic when we had no income.”

She said the demand for guava was high
at present.

“My brother took one plastic of guava to
one supermarket and we saw that the price
that they gave was really good and that’s

Naomai Bale at the Suva Market. Photo: WANSHIKA KUMAR

when we left our work and we continued
farming up until today.”

Ms Wati said her father was her role
model.

“My father planted English cabbage and
ginger and he used fork, spade, and knife
to plant his ginger and everything but when
the Ministry of Agriculture came to visit
and they saw that he had planted a lot, then
they offered help, so they brought diggers

and tractors to cultivate the land and
then my father started selling at Korovou
market.

“He (father) sold fish, root crops, ginger,
and cucumber and everything but for us, we
went to school, then we went to our various
fields of work until we were laid off from
work when we went back to farming,” Ms
Wati said.

By AZARIA FAREEN

HE Fiji Government is
currently working on the
legislation pertaining
to the Fiji Medicinal
Cannabis industry following its
endorsement by the Cabinet of Fiji.

In updating on the status of the
industry, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Trade, Cooperatives,
Small and Medium Enterprises,
and Communications, Manoa
Kamikamica, highlighted that this
was a big year for the Coalition
Government as there are at least 30 or
more laws that needs to be passed in
Parliament.

“What this means is that we have
had to look for a bit of resource to
get our own consultant and then start
doing the Bill, which is in process
now,” DPM Kamikamica said.

“I am hopeful that this year we will
get the legislation out as well as this is
another industry that Fiji can tap into,”
he added.

“I have been a very big advocate for
commercial agriculture and economic
diversification and with  what’s
happening with kava and medicinal
cannabis, we can start to see that
ambition starting to take shape.”

“We are going to be strict in terms of
who is selected to produce medicinal
cannabis in Fiji because we need to
have the people who have actually
produced the product before as there
is always that danger of leakage into
the local community which we cannot
afford because we have a drug problem
in the country,” he revealed.

DPM  Kamikamica  said the
Government was most likely going to
look at foreign companies working with
local companies that have expertise in
production.

“We have one-to-two companies that

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for
Trade, Cooperatives, Small and Medium
Enterprises, and Communications, Manoa
Kamikamica during the launch of Lami
Kava’s new wellness products.

Photo : AZARIA FAREEN

are interested in the industry and I
have actually met one recently,” he
said.

“When the time is right we will
consult with them on the legislation
then move towards formalising
partners going forward.”

“As a government, we are very
committed to being very -careful
in launching the industry because
there is that aspect around the risk of
leakage,” he added.

DPM Kamikamica noted that this
was a very big industry in some
countries and if the government can
export at least $200 million over the
next five to 10 years then the revenue
generated will help with the overall
economy.

Lami Kava’s new instant Kava and wellness products—turmeric, layalaya (wild ginger), and ginger
instant powders that was launched at its head office in Lami.

By AZARIA FAREEN

HE US remains the largest export
market for Fiji kava, accounting
for 315.01 metric tonnes out of
the 501 metric tonnes exported
globally in 2023, valued at FJ$26.3 million.

This was revealed by the Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister for Trade,
Cooperatives, Small and Medium Enterprises
and Communications, Manoa Kamikamica,
during the recent launch of Lami Kava’s
new instant kava and wellness products—
turmeric, layalaya (wild ginger), and ginger
instant powders.

“A lot of us are seeing substantial potential
in the existing kava market and if we manage
the opportunity well then it will be a billion-
dollar industry for the whole Fijian economy
and the Pacific economy,” DPM Kamikamica
added.

“There is still a high demand for kava in
the US and there is a shortfall for the demand
which is a good sign, as it means that the
challenge for the Government, Ministry of
Agriculture and the Ministry of Trade is to try
and find ways to boost production.”

“The industry is in a very good place as
we are about to bring in the Kava Bill that
will raise standards in terms of the quality of
the product so it will ensure that everything
that leaves Fiji is of high standard, safe for
the consumer and which protects the industry
more broadly,” he added.

DPM Kamikamica said that this is evident

with Lami Kava starting to innovate with other
natural products such as layalaya, ginger and
turmeric in its powdered form which is natural
and feels like you are drinking raw juice.

“This means that we are now tapping into
another market which is value added because
if we are able to capture the kava, ginger and
turmeric market, then also try and leverage on
your capabilities in this country to do mass
production so that a lot of the cream of the
money stays in the country.”

“Government will be ready to support
entrepreneurs to try and see that we do realise
the potential that this industry has for the
country,” he added.

“Kava is already one of our major export
earners for the country which means more
foreign exchange, more money in the hands of
our farmers and I am hoping in years to come
we can step up the level of production of Fiji
kava and certainly contribute to the national
gross domestic product.”

“To maintain Fiji’s position as a trusted
supplier of premium kava, we must work
together with farmers, processors, exporters
and policy makers to uphold the highest
production and processing standards,” DPM
Kamikamica added.

Fiji has now surpassed Tonga as the
country with the highest volume of kava
exports to Australia since commercial import
arrangements commenced in December
2021 —now amounting to a huge 185 tonnes.

Friday February 28, 2025
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National Sea Cucumber Gensus: A collahorative
dialogue for sustainable management

By JAMIL SULEMAN

HIS month, the Research and

Inshore Fisheries Management

Divisions of the Ministry of

Fisheries and Forestry hosted a
crucial dialogue with key partners: NGOs,
academia and other stakeholders.

This interactive forum was designed
to build a collaborative approach to
implementing the National Sea Cucumber
Census.

Sea cucumbers are essential to healthy
marine ecosystems as it plays a vital role in
nutrient cycling and maintaining sediment
quality.

Moreover, they are a valuable source
of income and food for many coastal
communities. Sustainable management
practices are therefore crucial for the long-
term viability of sea cucumber populations.

The forum brought together expertise from
a diverse range of organisations, including
Blue Prosperity Fiji, World Wide Fund
for Nature (WWF), Wildlife Conservation

Fiji, Pacific Blue Foundation, USP, and the
Pacific Community (SPC).

The Ministry of Fisheries emphasised
the national importance of the census and
presented the proposed work plan.

SPC provided a virtual overview of the
methodology and the database that will be
used. The Ministry is targeting the execution
of the census in the coming months.

The dialogue proved to be a highly
interactive session, addressing key issues
and gathering valuable feedback.

Highlights included open discussions
on the capacity, strategies, and resource
requirements for the census.

Importantly, the forum incorporated the
perspectives of traditional custodians on
sustainable resource management practices.

The Ministry is committed to close
collaboration with its line agencies and
acknowledges the continued support of its
partner organisations.

This collaborative spirit is central to
achieving sustainable management goals
for this vital marine resource.

Society (WCS), Conservation International

By PRASHILA DEVI

HE Ministry of Fisheries, with the core

mission of sustaining, managing and protect

all marine life and organism to ensure a

healthy biodiversity, has progressed four
gazetted Marine Protected (MPA) areas and 114 Locally
Managed Marine Area (LMMA).

Ministry’s acting permanent secretary, Sanjana Lal,
explained that over the years the Ministry has worked
with coastal communities and other non-governmental
organisations (NGO) in ensuring that proper conservation
measures are undertaken to properly manage their
resources.

“Furthermore, the Ministry has come up with seasonal
ban on Groupers and Coral Trout during their breeding
season to ensure that future population of the two species
are not completely wiped out,” she said.

Similarly, there are complete bans on harvesting of
a few fish species that, according to Ms Lal, are listed
under Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES) as endangered species to safeguard them
after surveys carried out confirming that their numbers
are depleting.

Joint operation leads to confiscation of

By JAMIL SULEMAN

ARLIER this month, the

Ministry of Fisheries, in

collaboration with the Republic

of Fiji Military  Forces
Naval Division, successfully conducted
enforcement spot checks in various fish
markets in the Central division, addressing
the sale of undersized mudcrabs, which is
a breach of our Fisheries Act.

The Ministry received complaints
regarding the selling of undersized
mudcrabs, leading to the operation with
the Fiji Navy.

This initiative supports the goal of sustaining
and promoting a resourceful ecosystem for future
generations.

A total of 95 undersized mudcrabs were

Republic of Fiji Military Forces Naval Division measuring

been cautioned by the Ministry to cease this
practice, as the crabs need to grow and reach
maturity before they can be harvested.

On the assistance programs available, the Ministry has
four allocations in its budget which the public can access.

These programs include the Food security Programme,
the Commercial Aquaculture Programme, the Seaweed
Development Programme and the Pearl Project under
Bivalve and Shellfish Programme.

“These four capital programmes are usually accessible
at the beginning of every financial year either through
letter of request through the Director Fisheries office or
through expression of interest process.”

Ms Lal explained that there was no limitation to those
that can access these programmes and the Ministry does
encourage participation from women’s and youth groups.

Assistance was also available through collaboration
between various NGO partners and the Ministry works
closely with coastal communities on various livelihoods
assistance programmes.

In terms of legislation, the Ministry was working on
reviewing certain acts and laws that governs fisheries
like the enactment of the Aquaculture Act to relieve some
pressure on coastal fisheries by shifting focus into inland
fisheries.

On a broader scale, Ms Lal said there were a few
international commitments that the Ministry through the

Tropical
(IATTC).
The

undersized crabs. Photo: SUPPLIED

the Conservation of Southern
Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT); and

J the
Tuna Commission

CCSBT is an
intergovernmental organization

Republic of Fiji Military Forces Naval Division offers measuring
for undersized crabs at the Suva Market. Photo: SUPPLIED

Fiji Government are a party to such as UN Fish Stocks
Agreement, UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, UN
FAO Port State Agreements, CITES, Convention on
BioDiversity, UNSDGs, alignment to UNEP/UNESCO/
UNFCCC.

“The commitments ensures that the Fiji’s voice and
concern are being heard on these various platforms and
forums lobbying for international recognition.”

Furthermore, aligning and being party to these
conventions also ensures that the SDG 14 goals are being
met.

Fiji to participate as an Ohserver
in the Commission on the
Conservation of Southern Blue
Fin Tuna and the (IATTC)

Fiji will participate as an

and optimum utilisation of the

observer in the following species.

two tuna-Regional Fisheries = The IATTC was established in

Management Organisations 1949 and is responsible for the

(t-RFMOs): conservation and management
. the Convention on of the tuna and tuna like species,

associated species and their
ecosystems  throughout the
Eastern Pacific Ocean from
Canada in the North to Chile at
the South.

Fiji will initially engage as
observers, with the potential of

Inter-American

confiscated and returned to the sea.
Triton and conch shells, which are also protected
under the Fisheries Act, were confiscated as well.
Vendors found selling undersized crabs have

They were also advised to be mindful of the
size limits in which crabs must be 12.5 cm or
larger before they can be sold, to avoid future
confiscations.

established in 1993 responsible
for the management of Southern
Bluefin Tuna and ensure the
conservation, management

becoming members at a later
stage.

(Source: Cabinet Office)
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Members of the Saioni Women’s Club have welcomed Government assistance which
has empowered them to make a difference in their community.
Photo: JACKSON TUVICI

By JAMIL SULEMAN and JACKSON TUVICI

EARL farmers in Nasavu village,

Savusavu have put assistance of 23-foot

fiberglass boat and engine by Government

through the Ministry of Fisheries to good
use and are reaping the benefits.

The assistance was handed over by the Ministry
of Fisheries with the intent to assist the villagers in
pearl farming under the Spat farming initiative.

Having formed the Nasavu Fisherman Co-
operative, village headman Peni Koroi, said the
timely assistance by the Ministry has had beneficial
impact on the entire village in terms of pearl
farming.

It was due to this assistance, Mr Koroi explained,
that a plan was in the pipeline to construct a
supermarket within the village under the cooperative
which will provide employment opportunities for
villagers of Nasavu.

He added that with the boat and engine, the women

in the village were also able to utilise it for fishing
and as a means of transportation for the village.

The turaga-ni-koro thanked the Ministry for
their assistance in starting up the Pearl Farming in
Nasavu.

Head of the Saioni Women’s Club, Ateca
Tagiwaqa, shared similar sentiments and expressed
her gratitude to the Coalition Government for their
timely support.

“The Ministry of Fisheries has also provided us
with essential equipment, including diving lights,
which have greatly aided our efforts and offered
women an additional source of income.”

She highlighted that pearl farming has been
an important source of income of the village and
remarked that in their very first harvest, they earned
$10,000, which was utilised to construct a footpath
for the village.

She added that plans are also underway to further
develop the village by establishing a bakery for the
women.

Minister for Fisheries and Forestry, Alitia Bainivalu, with Ministry officials and Nadarivatu community
members at the opening of the Nadarivatu Forest Park. Photo: WANSHIKA KUMAR

By PRASHILA DEVI

IJI has far more to offer to its

visitors than just sun, sand and

sea as the highlands feature

beautiful panoramic visuals and
is home to unique flora and fauna, exotic
birds and more.

The move to divert more tourists into the
hilly hinterlands of the interior of the two
main islands from the coastal areas will
not only provide income opportunities into
these less developed areas but will also
create greater awareness on the animals
and plants.

With this focus in mind, the Ministry
of Forestry, collaboration with the local
communities and partners, embarked on
developing forest parks and the pristine
Nadarivatu Forest Park.

Minister for Fisheries and Forestry,
Alitia Bainivalu, while opening the park,
described it “as central to the fabric of our
collective conservation, environmental
and socio-economic aspirations”.

“The Nadarivatu Forest Park, given its
central location, is expected to become

a catalyst for further development in this
area as it starts to attract visitors to this
beautiful part of our country,” she said as
the park straddles three provinces- Ba, Ra
and Naitasiri.

Nadarivatu is home to 32 different species
of birds such as the unique Golden Dove,
Giant Forest Honey Eater and Blackface
Strike bill as well the Fijian Swallowtail
Butterfly and Fiji Tree Frog.

“In the broader context of Fiji’s
environmental policies, the Nadarivatu
Forest Park emerges as an important
development in our nation’s strategic
approach to conservation, sustainable
development, and climate action,”
Minister Bainivalu explained.

“At its core, this project aligns
seamlessly with the priority areas set forth
by our National Development Plan—
elevating the livelihoods of resource
owners, focusing on sustaining Fiji’s
natural resources to mitigate, and adapt
to, the impacts of climate change, and
contributing to economic recovery and
growth.”

Discussions are ongoing on the plan

to establish Private Public Community
Partnership (PPCP) for the management of
such parks with a focus on the landowning
communities to be running them.

This, the Minister said, will be an
additional source of benefits to the
landowning communities in terms of
monetary returns that will further enhance
their livelihoods.

The opportunities available through
the park, says Miliakere Naisola, 61, of
Waikubukubu village, will be beneficial
for the youths and their family through the
employment

“This park will benefit the village as
a whole and other communities and the
tourist that will guide them when they
come for the visit in the new park,” Mrs
Naisola said.

Acting Conservator of Forest, Apisai
Rainimala, said tourism being the main
income earner for Fiji and bringing in the
concept of conservation and at the same

assisting the communities to enhance their
livelihood was one of the mandates of the
Government.

“The plan in place is that when the visitors
come- not just foreign visitors but our local
visitors as well- to observe the significance
of conserving our forest because we know
forest plays a important role to us so our
children now can also learn in the forest-
the types of trees that we have in Fiji, the
native trees and also very important for
us iTaukei, the significance that we have
with us and our natural resources,” Mr
Rainimala added.

Echoing similar sentiments, Minister
Bainivalu said the park was not merely
a space for passive observation; it is an
interactive classroom where communities,
schoolchildren, and visitors alike can
engage with the intricate web of ecological
processes.

“Environmental education, we believe, is
the cornerstone of sustainable practices.”

Reversion of the Forestry Experimental
Station in Tavakubu to original land-
owning unit

abinet agreed that
land reserved to the
Forestry Department
for experimental

purposes (NG 187 part of), which is
approximately 7 acres located within
the Tavakubu cemetery extension, be
reverted to Mataqali Nadakuvatu.

NG 187 was part of the land in
Fiji bought by the then Colonial
Government from the relevant land-
owning units, with a total land area of
approximately 3177 acres on 28 June,
1924.

In January 1999, Cabinet had
approved the reversion of part of
the land to the original landowning
units on the rationale that the land

concerned was no longer needed for
the original purpose it was intended
for. The operationalisation of the
decision took time due to interference
from landowning units, delays in
survey works, and poor record
keeping.

With the survey now complete
and registered, the land reserved for
the Forestry Experimental Station
Government facility will revert to its
original landowners.

All active leases existing within the
NG 187 remains with no loss of rights
and will be administered by iTLTB.

(Source: Cabinet Office)
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GCF approves US$103m to strengthen
early warning system

he Green Climate Fund (GCF) has approved

a historic grant of US$103.2 million

(FJ$237.1m) to enhance multi-hazard

early warning systems in seven climate-
vulnerable countries.

Fiji will be one seven countries which also includes
Antigua and Barbuda, Cambodia, Chad, Ecuador,
Ethiopia and Somalia who can tap into this funding.

This five-year initiative, spearheaded by the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), in
collaboration with the United Nations for Disaster Risk
Reduction (UNDRR) and other partners, was set to
benefit populations across these countries by improving
risk assessments, enhancing forecasting capabilities,
and ensuring that vital early warnings reach even the
most remote and vulnerable communities.

The project, which has a total budget of US$114.6m
(FI$263.3m)—including US$11.3m (FJ$25.96m)
in co-financing from the International Federation
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC),
the International Telecommunication Union (ITU),
the World Meteorological Organization (WMO),
and national governments will significantly bolster
resilience against climate-induced disasters.

Minister for Environment and Climate Change,
Mosese Bulitavu, expressed his gratitude to the GCF

and other partners for supporting this ground-breaking
global initiative.

“This is not just about forecasting disasters. In Fiji
and across the Pacific, it’s about saving lives through
timely and relevant information,” he said. “By
investing in early warning systems, we are proactively
safeguarding the livelihoods of thousands of people in
Fiji and the region, who are on the frontlines of climate
change.”

The project will be implemented in Fiji by the
Ministry of Rural and Maritime Development and
Disaster Management (MRMDDM).

The approval of this project comes at a pivotal time
for disaster risk reduction in Fiji, as the country has
recently passed the National Disaster Risk Management
Act 2024.

The Act focuses on preparedness and building lasting
resilience, supported by science, technology, and
innovation.

As climate risks intensify, the “Advancing Early
Warnings for All” project offers a scalable model
for other nations looking to improve their disaster
preparedness and adaptation strategies.

(Source: Ministry of Environment and Climate
Change)
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Minister for Environment and Climate Change, Mosese Bulitavu, has
welcomed the Green Climate Fund (GCF) grant that will be available to Fiji

and six other climate vulnerable countries. Photo: SUPPLIED.

Ministry of Health cautions
on dengue outbreak

By PRASHILA DEVI

HE Ministry of Health and

Medical Services has called

on the public to take dengue

symptoms seriously and seek
medical attention at the earliest as more
than 1000 cases have been registered in
the first two months of 2025.

Medical officer at the Valelevu Health
Centre, Doctor Swatika Chandra, has
urged anyone presenting symptoms of
dengue to seek medical attention at the
nearest health centre as complications can
be life threatening.

Dr Chandra explained that dengue was
spread by mosquitoes and it was normally
during the rainy season from November-
April that there was a spike in the number
of cases.

The rainy weather plays a role in that
it allows for breeding of mosquitoes
in stagnant water collected due to the
downpour.

“We have a surveillance system in place,
so yes, we have noted an outbreak in the
Western Division. In this surveillance
system suspected, probable or confirmed
cases are reported there which then goes

HE Suva Health Office

to our central team who analyse cases
throughout Fiji,” she said.

“The threshold cases of dengue have
gone up this year compared to last year,
from January till date we have had
more 1000 cases and this is mostly in
the Western Division so yes we can say
there’s an outbreak.”

Describing the symptoms, Dr Chandra
highlighted as follows:

- Fever with high temperature

- Body pain/joint pain/pain around or
behind the eyes

- Stomach ache

- Severe headache

- Vomiting

- Lethargy

She cautioned that severe dengue could
cause complications which were life
threatening and the patient can experience
internal  bleeding therefore it was
imperative to see a doctor.

Dr Chandra explained that the doctor can
advise whether blood tests was required
and determine whether patient needs
admission.

“If for more than three days your fever
does not come down then you should get
to a health centre. It worrying that people

take painkillers to treat themselves, please
don’t take that, see a doctor at the earliest.”

Ministry’s  senior health inspector,
Vineshwaran Rama, said since the
mosquito population goes up after heavy
rain as the eggs are laid on stagnant water
collected in tyres, drums, pot plants and
other vessels it was important to act
quickly.

“Within a week the mosquito matures
into adults so it’s important that right after
rainy weather, yards are cleared as even
leaves collect water, so that spawning of
the mosquitoes are curtailed,” Mr Rama

carried out a successful
Anti-Dengue Clean Up
campaign at Veiraisi
Settlement on last week Saturday.
The team had conducted house to
house inspection, issued abatement
notices for non compliances to
the Public Health Act prior to the
campaign.
Community members of Veiraisi
came out in numbers and theyt

filled three skip bins right up to the
brim.

The health team concluded
the campaign by providing
refreshments for the participants
and they acknowledge Carpenters
Shipping for the provision of skip
bins and the Fiji Police Force for
their continuous support.

Meanwhile, Health Inspectors
from the Tavua Medical Sub-
Division spent their Valentine’s

evening progressing with their
Dengue Clean Up campaign.

The staff continued with their
mosquito spraying and also house-
to-house awareness.

Mosquitoes tend to fly around
at night therefore, the team
were ready with their spraying
machines.

(Source: Ministry of Health and
Medical Services)

said.

He added that even grass should be
trimmed and any rubbish/debris should be
cleared at the earliest so that mosquitoes
do not hover.

Dengue mosquitoes, Mr Rama said,
were sensitive and once it bites an infected
people it will carry the infection to the
next person so as soon as the symptoms
manifests itself, visit the doctor as soon as
possible.

“Finally, I would advise the public to
keep themselves safe by using repellent
and so on.”
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President opens 2025 Parliament Session
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a3, RN T ARy U - The President, Ratu Naigama

'.\_, L . ] z‘ W e e K
Eomrad o e Ry ) Lalabalavu opened the 2025 session
- = n’“ of Parliament by outlining this year’s

development priorities of the Coalition
Government recently.

The President, Ratu Naigama also
used his parliamentary address to
announce the Government’s legislative
agenda for 2025, which included the
review of the 2013 Constitution.

“‘Government’s legislative agenda is
quite ambitious but necessary to drive
economic growth, enhance national
security and includes the critical review
of our Constitutional Framework to
reflect the evolving aspirations of our
people.

Photos: NANISE NEIMILA

Waitangi Day Celebration

The President Ratu Naigama Lalabalavu, and ‘ L
First Lady Madam Emily Lalabalavu attended
Waitangi Day celebrations at the New Zealand
High Commissioner’s residence recently.

Also present at the event were the Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad,
cabinet ministers, senior officials and members
of the diplomatic corps.
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In accordance with diplomatic practice, the Chief

of Protocol of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
proposed the official toast at the celebration.
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. *‘ " :E ﬂiéi ik W ' }f”"‘“;m Students of Nagara Primary School in
Poan > : ' n Ol b i | ¢ : Nagara Village, Ono, Kadavu received

much-needed classroom furniture which

included desks and chairs recently.

The school, which has a school roll of
' 50 students, had been experiencing
difficulties due to the lack of adequate
furniture, which has impacted students’
learning.
Handing over the furniture, the Assistant
Minister in the Office of the Prime
Minister, Sakiusa Tubuna stated that
the provision of the classroom furniture
would significantly benefit the students
of Naqara Primary School in terms of
their academic achievements.

Photos: JAMIL SULEMAN
y o

Media plays vital role in bridging gaps

“Radio unites people, exceeds borders, fosters
peace, gives a voice to the voiceless, provides
a forum for diverse views, and communicates
during both crisis and calm.”

The Assistant Minister for Information, Aliki Bia,
highlighted this while speaking at the conclusion
of the Pacific Media Partnership Conference
2025 in Suva recently.

The 13th of February was also marked as World
Radio Day-an annual celebration observed
globally.

Photos: JAMIL SULEMAN
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By AZARIA FAREEN

HE Fiji Government is committed to providing
long-term investments towards Fiji’s future
generations.

And in marking a milestone, students, teachers
and community members of Naseyani village situated in
the province of Ra are now benefiting greatly from the
opening of a new bridge.

In commending the timely initiative of the Government,
school teacher Ashneel Gounder said that previously, the
students as well as the teachers had to cross the river to get
to the school early in the morning.

“Sometimes it’s really cold in the morning and children
have no choice but to walk through the cold water to get
to their classes and back home. This has been our daily
struggle for the past 10 years since I started teaching here,”
Mr Gounder highlighted.

“The village members had put up some walkways in
the past but unfortunately when the water levels rise and
causes flooding, the walkways would wash away and we
would be back to square one.”

“When we were presented with this challenge due to
adverse weather conditions, we would miss coming to the
school with the children which contributed to low roll in
the school,” he added with disappointment.

Mr Gounder expressed his joy for the new bridge at
Naseyani as it will now make things so much easier for
everyone in the community.

“I felt really bad seeing the children cross flooded waters
as they are as young as in Year 1 and they get their uniforms

\
R Ny -

Minister for Fisheries and Forestry, Alitia Bainivalu with community members of Naseyani Village during the commissioning of the new bridge.

Photo: KATARINA NAQARASE

wet almost every time,” he explained.

“It’s great that we have a bridge which the teachers and
students can make use of and we can finally say that the
wait is over not only for the people crossing but also for the
vehicles to enter Naseyani safely.”

Minister for Public Works, Meteorological Services and
Transport, Ro Filipe Tuisawau, in opening the Naseyani
Bridge said the bridge, which cost $3.2 million to build,
will provide the people with seamless access to essential
services, including schools and hospitals, enhancing the
quality of life for everyone in Naseyani.

“This bridge connects the villages of Nananu and

Narauyaba No.2 to Kings Road, benefiting a community
of approximately 200 people, while this road also connects
the interior of Rakiraki District and Saivou District in the
Ra Province, facilitating the movement of people, goods,
and services between these areas,” Minister Tuisawau said.

“We are not only celebrating infrastructure development
but also a commitment to the resilience and sustainability
of our communities.”

“The bridge is designed to withstand the extreme weather
conditions that our country is prone to, providing a safe and
reliable crossing for the people of Naseyani,” he added.
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Vice-Chancellor, Professor Unaisi Nabobo-Baba and the chief executive officer for the Centre for Customs and
Excise Studies at Charles Sturt University, Australia, Professor David Widdowson, following the opening of the
Pacific Centre for Border Management and Security Facility at the Fiji National University, Namaka Campus in Nadi.

By AZARIA FAREEN

HE opening of the

Pacific  Centre for

Border Management

and Security Facility
at the Fiji National University
(FNU), Namaka Campus in Nadi,
brings world-class training and
expertise to Fiji.

This initiative was made possible
in partnership between the Fiji
National University, the Centre
for Customs and Excise Studies
(CCES) of Canberra, Australia,
and the Oceania Customs
Organisation (OCO).

It is through this centre that the
university is investing in education
and training that directly impact
national ~ security,  economic

development, and
stability.

In opening the facility, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister
for Tourism and Civil Aviation,
Viliame Gavoka, highlighted that
the facility represents a bold step
forward in strengthening border
management and security, which
are critical to ensuring national
stability, facilitating trade, and
protecting our borders.

“As a regional hub, this centre
will equip Border Management
Agencies and Discipline Forces
with the specialised knowledge
and skills necessary to address the
complex and evolving challenges
of our modern world,” DPM
Gavoka said.

“This centre is a

regional

tangible

Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

outcome of partnerships, and
it will serve as a platform for
fostering collaborative solutions to
the common challenges we face in
border management, security, and
trade facilitation.”

“Education and training are at
the heart of this initiative and
the centre will equip individuals
working in border management,
customs, and national security with
the expertise and skills needed to
combat evolving threats.”

“By  providing  specialised
education and training, we are
building a sustainable, well-
prepared workforce that will serve
as the backbone of our security
sector,” DPM Gavoka added.

This initiative also aligns
with  FNU’s commitment to

delivering world-class education
that supports the government’s

National  Development  Plan,
fostering  economic  growth,
regional stability, and national
security.

The chief executive officer
for Centre for Customs and
Excise Studies at Charles Sturt
University, Australia, Professor
David Widdowson, speaking at
the event said that effective border
management plays a vital role in a
country’s security and prosperity.

“The centreis not just for customs
but also biosecurity, immigration,
maritime enforcement and not
just for public sector agencies
but private sector as well such as
the custom brokers and freight
forwarders,” he said.

“It’s about protecting the
country from harmful goods,
ensuring that those who enter
the country do so lawfully,
facilitating trade to help boost the
economy’s inward investment and
above all, protecting the nation’s
sovereignty.”

“Also, it is not just for Fiji, but
will attract students from the
broader area of the Pacific and I
have no doubt we have already
had some very keen inquiries
from the Caribbean,” he added.

The flagship of the Centre is
Bachelor of Border Management
which is accredited by the World
Customs  Organization (WCO)
in Brussels. WCO has now
accredited 24 university programs
to date and there are currently
two bachelors programs which
are delivered in English — one in
Australia and now one in Fiji.

By AZARIA FAREEN

adi will be home to a new
Regional Training Centre
and Regional Instrument
Centre for the Improvement

of Meteorological Services and Disaster
Risk Reduction in the Pacific project.
This follows

of the establishment of the Centre at

cabinet endorsement
the Fiji Meteorological Service (FMS)
headquarters.

In partnership with the Government
of Japan through Japan International
Cooperation Agency, the $1.739 billion
Japanese Yen (FJD 25 million) project
will significantly improve meteorological
services and disaster preparedness in Fiji
and the Pacific region.

The FMS is crucial for national safety
and well-being and provides vital data
on weather, climate, and water resources,
as well as issue forecasts and warnings
that help people stay informed and take
necessary  precautions, particularly
during natural disasters and periods of
challenging weather.

The FMS in the 2024-2025 National
Budget was allocated $8.1 million to

cater for these services.
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Gonnectivity to North to improve with Waigele Airport Terminal

HE rejuvenation of the Northern

economy continues as Labasa,

gears up for a major boost in

air connectivity and economic
activity following the ground-breaking for
the new Waigele Airport terminal.

Officiated by the Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad,
the event marked a significant milestone
for Fiji Airports Ltd and the people of the
Northern Division.

The new terminal, which will replace the
ageing Adi Laisa Terminal built in 1973,
is set to be a modern, single-story facility
covering approximately 1,000 square
meters.

The project is expected to be completed
within 18 months.

DPM Prasad highlighted the

economic growth in Labasa, citing major

rapid

investments such as Extra Supermarket,
Damodar North, Ramada Hotel, and

commercial expansions by Vinod Patel, RB

Patel, and Carpenters.

He also emphasised the Government’s
commitment to infrastructure development,
including a major road project in partnership
with China and a proposed solar farm
initiative through Food Processors Limited.

“The Northern
bustling, and both business and consumer

economy has been

activity have been on the rise.”

“This new terminal is not just a

construction  project; it  represents

our commitment to enhancing Fiji’s
infrastructure and connectivity for the
benefit of every citizen.”

“For 51 years,
faithfully served the people of the North.

However, with technological advancements

the old terminal has

and increasing travel demand, an upgrade
is long overdue,” DPM Prasad stated.
He acknowledged Fiji Airports Ltd. for

its role in managing both international
and domestic airports, ensuring vital air
connectivity for Fijians. Key stakeholders,
including landowners, contractors,
and private-sector partners, were also
acknowledged for their contributions to the

project.

(Source: Ministry of Finance)

Fiji Airports staff at the groundbreaking ceremony for the new Waiqgele Airport terminal. Photo: VILIAME TIKOTANI

Gapitalise on opportunities in Labasa: Vinesh Dayal

By AZARIA FAREEN

ABASA is transforming before

our eyes and nobody should lose

the chance of coming to Labasa

and creating an opportunity for
their businesses which will then create an
opportunity for employment, innovation
and competition.

This was relayed by the Labasa Chamber
of Commerce president, Vinesh Dayal,
noting that “the people of Labasa for far
too long have been starved of best services
in the retail, trade and the tourism sector.

“I am a hotelier and I believe that
competition is healthy and it creates a better
market for our traveling visitors,” he said.

“So, out of inspiration and competition,
all the existing operators in every industry
will step up and contribute towards the
development of the town.”

The catalyst of the economic activity in
the North was the construction of Damodar
City.

Mr Dayal said that you can sell anything
and everything in Labasa, “it is just about
how you sell it and that is how he grew”.

“I came here with nothing, started a
restaurant then I took over this hotel
on lease and built my own hotels with
restaurants which are now a national brand
and we are still doing a lot of things,” he
highlighted.

“The future of Labasa at this stage is
great. The tourism dollar - something the
forefathers of this town failed to tap on
because we need to lay the foundation for
tourism in this town,” he said.

“We may not have the generic sea, sand
and beaches but there are other authentic
and distinctive qualities the ‘“Babasiga”
way that we can tap on.”

“The hospitality and the different Bula
spirit that we have are quite distinct in
comparison to the entire Viti Levu and we
need to capitalise on it and that is what
tourism coming into the town will create,”

he added.

He said that tourism has done good to
Savusavu, Nadi and Sigatoka by assisting
the neighbouring villages, the landing units
and the people that are employed.

“The interaction that tourism brings in
helps us improve our quality of life and
helps with the direct employment of the
community members either it be fishing,
catering, landscaping, or a tour operator -
something we have been deprived of,” Mr
Dayal stressed.

“Before doing anything major, we need
to ensure that the foundation of tourism
is laid which we are just starting here. We
should invest into our communities, roads
and improve the facilities that the tourists
will enjoy.”

“Let us build on existing roads and create
more access to markets for the people,
settlements, villages and the farmers,
and that will create access to public

transportation to these areas because right
now there is a big challenge which needs to
be looked at,” Mr Dayal added.

“If a bypass road is done then it is great
but there needs to be a right design which
needs to go through a very consultative
process with all the stakeholders involved.”

“The Prime Minister has given his blessing
for the upgrade of the bridge to assess if it
can take the load across the bridge and that
is a very good proposition which needs a bit
of study and if it materialises then great as
it will ease the traffic of the main street into
two separate streets,” he added.

Mr Dayal highlighted that the airport
trolleys were in a pathetic state and were
replaced with new ones to improve the first
impression of Labasa which will go hand in
hand with the Airport Fiji Limited investing
into the new terminal.

He added that the risk of flooding to
businesses and the economy in Labasa was

there and funding has been allocated for
dredging, however, the Government was
looking into priority areas first.

“We need to take development to our
rural areas instead of creating opportunities
for them to be leaving the settlements and
villages and settling into towns and cities.
Then the challenge of forgetting our culture
and language arises so we need to look at
this very differently.”

“When we talk about
development, iTaukei empowerment, and
rural development, we are talking about
thousand and thousand hectares of idle
farms that need to be utilised,” he added.

Mr Dayal stressed that the chamber has
a lot of strength, experience and expertise
when it comes to investments and he would
be happy if the Fiji Roads Authority and the
Labasa Town Council could work together
to move Labasa forward.

economic

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad, with other stakeholders at the groundbreaking ceremony for the new Waigele Airport
terminal. Photo: VILIAME TIKOTANI
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Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, receives the Colonial War Memorial Hospital Priority Infrastructure
Planning (PIP) Report from the Australian High Commissioner to Fiji, Ewen McDonald.
Photo: WANSHIKA KUMAR

By WANSHIKA KUMAR
EVELOPMENT at
Colonial War Memorial
Hospital (CWMH) s

set to receive a $14.5
million investment from Australia for
infrastructure upgrades.

Speaking during the launch of
the CWMH Priority Infrastructure
Planning (PIP) Report recently,
Australian High Commissioner to Fiji,
Ewen McDonald, said the funds would
target projects identified in the Plan.

The CWMH PIP includes a list of
infrastructure upgrades required to
enhance patient experience and ensure
continued delivery of high-quality
healthcare.
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Mr McDonald said the upgrades
identified in the plan allows the current
hospital to be operational until a new
hosital was realised.

“Australia is thrilled to have partnered
with Fiji Government to deliver the
Priority Infrastructure Plan,” Mr
McDonald said.

“While the Plan is critical, it is only
the first step-it cannot by itself deliver
improvements in patient care.”

Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka,
attributed poor maintenance planning
and work over the past years as the
main reasons for the dilapidated state
of public infrastructure such as at
CWM Hospital.

PM Rabuka said the implementation
of the recommended actions and works

in the report would ensure that the
existing CWM Hospital continued
to serve the people for the next few
years while the structural and layout
works continue until the new CWM
Hospital becomes operational.

He urged everyone to continue
supporting the Government’s efforts
in improving the health services
including critical infrastructure such
as the CWM Hospital.

The PIP was compiled by
technical team of experts and
infrastructural engineers, after a
thorough assessment of the existing
infrastructure.

Establishment of a project

management unit

In a bid to expand Fiji’s ability to
deliver health infrastructure, Australia
will work with the Fiji Government
to establish and staff a project
management unit within the Ministry
of Health and Medical Services.

“This Project Management unit
will accelerate Fiji’s ability to deliver
health infrastructure, including at the
CWM Hospital, using its own funds
by bringing technical expertise in
procurement and project management,”
Mr McDonald stated.

“At the core of our renewed and
elevated Vuvale Partnership is a
commitment to listen and respond to
each other’s priorities.”

By WANSHIKA KUMAR

HE High Commissioner of India to Fiji, Suneet
Mehta has emphasised growing opportunities
for collaboration between Fiji and India,
highlighting major projects in healthcare,
education, and climate resilience.
One of the recent key collaborations between the two
nation is a new 100-bed super-specialty hospital, aimed at
addressing Fiji’s healthcare needs and reducing medical
COSts.
Shedding light on the Fiji- India relation, Mr Mchta
described the relationship as deep and historical.
“We have people-to-people ties,” he stated.
Over the years, India and Fiji have been close partners in
terms of development assistance, particularly in the fields
of health, education, renewable energy, and capacity
building.
“You name it (the field), we are partners with Fiji and
we want to do more with Fijian friend, partners and
stakeholders to see how we can meet the requirements
and demands of the growing Fijian economy and society.
“So there are great opportunities and I, as High
Commissioner, have this task to see how we can
collaborate more.”
He said they were planning to undertake more projects in
Fiji.
“In education space as well, we want to do more, we want
to build more climate-resilient projects, whether it helps
in agriculture like the agriculture drones or providing
vehicles.”
“We had the two Prime Ministers (Prime Minister of
India Narendra Modi and Fiji’s Prime Minister Sitiveni
Rabuka) meet at the sidelines of the FIPIC Summit in
May 2023 and Prime Minister has given a r2-point plan of
doing more projects in the entire Pacific nation so we are
committed to doing more.”

W\ v

Second Secretary (Political) of the British High Commission (BHC), Isaac Greenwood, Executive Assistant at
BHC Ms Samantha Montanari, British High Commissioner to Fiji, Dr. Brian Jones, Permanent Secretary for
Foreign Affairs, Dr. Raijeli Taga, Principal Foreign Service Officer Ms. Alisi Pulini and Principal Research Officer

IJI and the United Kingdom

(UK) have reaffirmed strong

commitment to enhance bilateral

relations and development
cooperation in climate change, defence and
security, economic prosperity, regional peace
and solidarity.

This affirmation was noted at a meeting
convened between the newly appointed
Permanent Secretary for Foreign Affairs,
Dr Raijeli Taga and the British High
Commissioner to Fiji, Dr Brian Jones.

The discussions highlighted Fiji and the
UK’s joint efforts to expand support to
Fijians serving in the British Army, with
appreciation expressed for the Fijian soldiers
for their dedication and service to the British
Army.

The UK will support Fiji in the professional
capacity building programs which includes
the coordinated effort with Fiji Ministry of

of Fiji MFA, Laiakini Waqganisau. Photo: SUPPLIED

Foreign Affairs (MFA) in training the Fijian
diplomats on policy skills, diplomatic
communication and leadership.

Dr Taga reasserted Fiji’'s continued
commitment to further elevate the
cooperation  levels,  through  close
collaboration between Fiji MFA, the

British High Commission and Fiji’s High
Commission in the United Kingdom.

The UK pledged its support for Fiji’s
Truth and Reconciliation Commission and
outlined the legal and communications
support they would provide.

The discussions also highlighted the UK’s
support for Fiji’s efforts in combating illegal
drug abuse through the Fiji Police Force
(FPF) and the Fiji Revenue and Customs
Service (FRCS), in sharing intelligence,
training and support to identify, target and
stop illegal drugs and those who traffic them
internationally and locally.

Head of European Union (EU) delegation to Fiji and the Pacific, Ambassador, Barbara Plinkert and
Permanent Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Dr Raijeli Taga, (closer to the Fiji flag) with the officials from
Delegation of the EU to the Pacific and Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Photo: SUPPLIED

EU support to expand in climate
and economic resilience

HE European Union (EU)

looks forward to expand

support for Fiji through

provision of funding and
technical support in areas such as
climate change and disaster risk
reduction, economic resilience, trade and
investment, human rights, democracy
and good governance.

This was discussed at the meeting
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
permanent secretary Dr Raijeli Taga,
from the Ambassador of the EU to the
Pacific, Barbara Plinkert.

Dr Taga said that Fiji looks forward for
the next Partnership Dialogue with EU,
anticipated to be convened later this year.
This will be an avenue for Fiji and EU to
take stock of the bilateral relations and
further elevate engagement at regional
and international status.

Ambassador Plinkert said EU looks
forward to participating in the upcoming
Pacific Islands Forum Leaders (PIFLM)
meeting this September in Solomon
Islands and was planning to hold an EU-

Pacific Business Forum back-to-back
with PIFLM.

The EU supports Fiji’s Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (TRC) by
providing the capacity building support
to the TRC and its secretariat. This
cooperation reflects Fiji and EU’s shared
objectives in pursuit of human rights,
democracy, peace and security.

Fiji also benefits from the second phase
of the regional programme ‘Pacific
Partnership to End Violence against
Women and Girls — Phase II” for which the
EU allocated EUR 8 million (programme
started in January 2024).Itis implemented
by UN Women in collaboration with the
Pacific Community (SPC).

EU further looks forward to supporting
the Hydropower development in Viti
Levu, Fiji — Vatutokotoko and Qaliwana
reservoirs project. Additionally, Fiji will
also be beneficiary of the Pacific Trade and
Sustainable Development Programme
(Pac-TSD), which aims to enhance EU-
Pacific economic partnership.
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Tax compliance is key to
national development:

By WANSHIKA KUMAR

VADING taxes is not only
an unfair act towards fellow
citizens, but also a violation of
the trust placed in the system.
This was the comment made by Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister for Finance,
Biman Prasad, while speaking at the Gold
Card and Authorised Economic Operator
(AEO) membership renewal ceremony in
Suva earlier this month.
“While the vast majority of our taxpayers
are honest and pay their taxes on time,
we unfortunately still see cases of tax

evasion. [ understand that Fiji Revenue and
Customs Services (FRCS) is strengthening
its compliance efforts, and to those who
think they can escape the system: you will
be caught,” he stated.

In recognising the 77 Gold Card
members of FRCS, he said these members
contributed 57 percent of the total revenue
collected in 2024, totalling to $1.7 billion.

“I also want to encourage all Fijians to
follow your example, paying your taxes is
not just a legal requirement, but a means
of supporting our national development

goals,” he stated.

DPM Prasad said that taxes were crucial

for national development and governance.

“Taxes fund public services—everything
from education, healthcare, and social
welfare, to infrastructure such as roads,
ports, and clean water systems.

“Without taxes, our Government cannot
function or provide the vital services that
we all rely on. Taxes are at the heart of
national development and governance.”

Launched in 2012, the FRCS Gold Card
program was introduced to provide priority
and privileged services to companies
that consistently meet tax compliance
requirements.

FRCS further advanced its commitment
to business excellence by establishing the
Fiji Authorised Economic Operator (AEO)
Framework in 2018.

DPM Prasad said that seven gold card
companies had been accredited as AEOs so
far.

“These companies are recognised as
‘trusted traders,” demonstrating exceptional
compliance, sound financial management,
strong internal controls, and robust supply
chain security.”

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad, at the Gold Card and Authorised Economic Operator (AEO) membership renewal ceremony in

Suva recently. Photo: WANSHIKA KUMAR

Government Guarantee for
the Fiji Development Bank

Cabinet endorsed a Government Guarantee
for the Fiji Development Bank (Bank)
borrowings from 1 March 2025 to 28
February 2026 (guarantee period).

There will also be an increase in the
Government guarantee ceiling from $130
million to $190 million for the period of
March 2025 to February 2026.

The current Government guarantee for
FDB’s borrowings for a sum of $130 million
for the 12-month period from 1 March 2024,
will end on 28 February 2025.

The guarantee is for borrowings through
the issuance of short- and long-term bonds,
promissory notes, term deposits and any
RBF financing facility and other short-term
borrowings.

Firstredeployment of
funds within the
2024-2025 Budget

Cabinet endorsed the first redeployment
of funds within the 2024- 2025 Budget to
cater for the additional expenditure demands
of FJ$ 28,087,026 (VIP) for the Ministry
of Education and the Ministry of Local
Government.

A sum of $23.0 million will be redeployed to
supplement the $37.0 Transport Assistance
allocation under the Ministry of Education.
The additional $23.0 million is to meet
Government’s commitment to fully subsidise
the increase in bus fares for both blue and
yellow cards effective from 1 September
2024.

The Ministry of Local Government will be
provided $4.087,026 to make payments
for the completion of works at Govind
Park, and $r.0 million to supplement the
$500,000 already allocated in the 2024-
2025 Budget for preparatory works for the
Local Government elections.

Funds have been redeployed from
allocations that had savings due to the delay
in the implementation process for these
ongoing projects which had resulted in the
slow utilisation of funds by the respective
agencies.

(Source: Cabinet Office)

Widow elated to be finally a homeowner

By WANSHIKA KUMAR
‘ ‘ MISS my husband and I
wish he was here.”
These were the
sentiments  shared by

62-year-old, Seruwaia Vere, who was
one of the fortunate 36 recipients of the
two-bedroom flat under the Lagilagi
Housing Project on January 29, 2025.

Despite the new flat bringing happiness
and security, the lingering shadow of
sadness surrounded Ms Vere as she felt
the absence of her husband.

“My husband passed away four years
ago and I miss him because he was
supposed to be here too,” she shared.

After residing in Jittu Estate for 11
years, Ms Vere’s family finally got a
home of their own.

“I’'m so excited and happy that after 10
years, I have got a new house.”

“I am very glad and happy that I got
a secured house to live in with my two

daughters and a granddaughter.

“I faced many challenges at my
previous house as whenever its raining
or hurricane season, I would be scared *
that my house will be damaged or
collapse.

“Now, in my new house I won’t be °
scared anymore.”

A total of 36 families were handed
over occupancy offer letters at the |

Lagilagi Housing Estate on January 29 }

by Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka.

The Lagilagi Housing Project was
initiated more than a decade ago by
the People’s Community Network
Charitable Trust, to provide low-cost
housing for families currently living
in informal settlements, particularly in
Jittu Estate.

Citing urgent need to complete the
unfinished units, the Government,
through Cabinet’s endorsement in
January 2024, transferred the project to
the Public Rental Board (PRB).

Seruwaia Vere poses with her granddaughter after being named one of the recipients of the two- bedroom
flat under the Lagilagi Housing Project on January 29, 2025. Picture: WANSHIKA KUMAR
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Kia Pandya

the TSLS scholarship

By WANSHIKA KUMAR

ARD work is the key to
unlocking doors to brighter
futures, and Kia Pandya is a
living proof of that.

The former Natabua High School
student was recently awarded the Tertiary
Scholarships and Loans Services (TSLS)
scholarship and expressed gratitude to
the Fiji Government for recognising her
dedication and potential, as the scholarship
will help her pursue her dream of becoming
an engineer.

The 19-year-old was named as Fiji’s Year
13 External Examinations topper for 2024,
as she scored an exceptional 390/400 in her
exams.

Ms Pandya’s journey isn’t just about
numbers; it’s about the sheer perseverance
and determination that has driven her to
excel.

She credits her achievement to the hard
work and dedication that fuel her every step
forward.

“I believe that every child learns
differently, but in my case, I focused more
on what was being taught in class,” she
shared.

“I paid close attention to what my
teachers said, including the small points
they emphasised which could be tested in
exams.”

“The reason I was able to focus was
because I had keen interests in my subjects,
especially Maths, Physics, and Chemistry.”

“I also made short notes that I referred to
at home for my revision and if I had any
doubts or queries, I would never hesitate to
ask my teachers and they would always be
happy to help.”

Ms Pandya said taking short breaks
between revisions were crucial.

“I feel like these short breaks are essential
to avoid overloading the mind and maintain
focus without getting tired or bored.”

She acknowledged her parents, Sapan
Pandya and Purnima Pandya for their
continued support and guidance.

“I am ever so grateful to God and my
parents for giving me the life I have.”

The scholarship is more than just financial
support — it’s a gateway to a future where
Ms Pandya will undoubtedly continue to
break barriers and inspire those who follow.

“I am very thankful to the Government for
providing this opportunity to students like
myself since they appreciate my potential
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Kia Pandya with her parents Sapan Pandya and Purnima Pandya. Photo: SUPPLIED

and the efforts I have made in high school.

“The scholarship will be an aid in working
towards my goal of becoming an engineer,
as it will reduce the financial burden on
my parents and it will encourage me to
continue working hard towards my goals.”

With her sights set on Electrical and
Electronics Engineering, Ms Pandya is
motivated to continue striving toward her
goals, knowing that every effort counts in
shaping her future.

“After completing my Bachelor’s, I would
like to pursue a Masters degree towards
alternative or renewable energy to work
towards the energy crisis that is ongoing in
Fiji and around the world.”

Her message to others is clear: if you put
in the work, the rewards will follow.

“Everyone my age must understand that
our parents and guardians are working hard
to give us a quality education and that we
must respect that by studying with honesty
and responsibility.

“Although education is free from Year 1
to 13, we must value it and work hard to
become successful one day.

“It is also important that the youth
understand that drugs and alcohol are
neither impressive nor a solution to
anything and it in fact makes things worse.”

Youth from surrounding communities enjoying a game of volleyball after the opening of the Vunidawa

By WANSHIKA KUMAR

HE newly constructed
Vunidawa multipurpose court
in Naitasiri will serve as a
powerful tool in reducing
crime and steering youth away from
harmful behaviours such as drug use.

These were the sentiments expressed
by the Nakorovatu village turaga ni koro,
Ratu Iliesa Rokoului.

Fulfilling the Naitasiri Provincial
Council’s request from 2020, the $169,000
court was commissioned by the Minister
for Youths and Sports, Jese Saukuru, on
February 13, 2025.

Mr Rokoului expressed his gratitude
for this essential development, stating
that it will provide young people with
constructive alternatives to negative
influences.

Multipurpose Court. Photo: WANSHIKA KUMAR

“This court can protect them (youths)
from using marijuana and other harmful
things as they will be using their full time
in sports,” he said.

“Before this new court was completed,
they (youths) had to use their time in using
the drugs, grog and other things which
were harmful to their body.”

In the past, Mr Rokoului said the youths
would to cut bamboo and use two pieces
of bamboo as goal posts or tighten a net to
both sides of the bamboo for the volleyball
game before the construction of the court.

For Noreen Devi, who operates a shop
opposite the court, said the court would
lead to an increase in sales.

“More people will be coming to buy
things, especially refreshments so I am
hoping our sales will increase in future,”
she said.

TIP Mission signals strong
economic future for Fiji

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad, joins stakeholders of the Trilateral
Infrastructure Partnership (TIP) during the welcome reception at the Japanese Ambassador’s residence.
Photo: JAMIL SULEMAN

By JAMIL SULEMAN

HE Trilateral Infrastructure

Partnership (TIP) will further

strengthen the strong ties

between Fiji, Australia, the
United States and Japan, paving the
way for continued economic growth and
development in the region.

This was conveyed during the welcome
reception for the TIP Mission of Australia,
the United States, and Japan, which was
attended by Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Finance, Professor Biman
Prasad and hosted by the Ambassador of
Japan, Rokuichiro Michii recently.

TIP aims to support infrastructure
projects that adhere to international
standards, including openness,

transparency, and fiscal sustainability.
This approach is designed to ensure that
Fiji’s infrastructure needs are met while
avoiding unsustainable debt burdens.
The TIP Partnership is a joint
collaboration between these Governments
which sees collaboration driven by

shared values and commitment to drive
sustainable and inclusive economic
growth in Fiji and the region as well as
in the wider IndoPacific, including by
mobilising private sector capital to deliver
new infrastructure projects.

Ambassador Michi said this was driven
by shared values and commitment to
drive sustainable and inclusive economic
growth in Fiji and the region.

He further highlighted the importance
of the TIP, stressing that it seeks to be a
force-multiplier, providing a new vehicle
through which countries can coordinate to
advance their infrastructure priorities.

“We intend to work with governments,
including Fiji, to support and encourage
infrastructure projects that adhere to
international standards and principles
for development, including openness,
transparency, and fiscal sustainability,”
Ambassador Michii explained.

The TIP Mission team, comprised
of experts from various institutions, is
dedicated to understanding Fiji’s needs
and aspirations.
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Vanuatu CEQ’s
Earthquake Horror:
‘30 Seconds Felt
Like Eternity’

By WANSHIKA KUMAR

ECEMBER 17, 2024—

the day the people of

Vanuatu experienced the

ground beneath erupting
with a violent fury, as a 7.3-magnitude
earthquake near the capital Port Vila,
leaving a trail of destruction in its
wake.

Buildings crumbled, the streets filled
with screams, and thousands were
displaced, their lives forever changed
in a matter of moments.

Amidst the chaos, Vanuatu
Broadcasting and Television
Corporation (VBTC) chief executive
officer, Francis Herman’s terrifying
ordeal unfolded.

Mr Herman relayed how he was
thrown around like a paper ball, the
walls opening and closing with each
tremor, his printer flying across the
room, narrowly missing his head.

Dust filled the air as concrete ceilings
gave way, and metal shelves crashed
nearby. Desperately, he crawled under
his desk, his heart racing as the violent
shaking seemed endless.

Bracing for the worse, he said, “Lord,
thank you for life, I was convinced
that my time had come”.

“The 30 seconds or so of the
violent shaking of the 50-year-
old broadcasting house felt like an
eternity,” Mr Herman shared.

“I looked around at the cracked
walls of the broadcasting house as
I beckoned a small group of staff to
walk towards a car park, [ was scared.”

As the heart-wrenching ordeal finally
came to a halt, he summoned the
courage to confront his fears, igniting

a sense of purpose in the news team
as they embraced their mission to keep
the public informed.

“The team sprung into action,
falling back on our experience of the
March 2022 Covid - 19 lockdown in
Vanuatu.”

“Our so-called rapid response news
team was in tears as they filmed the
collapse of Billabong building with
people still trapped inside.”

Fulfilling its commitment of
supporting its Pacific neighbours
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in times of crisis, Fiji deployed a
12-member Fiji Emergency Medical
Assistance Team (FEMAT) to provide
critical medical support at Port Vila
and the Vila Central Hospital.

The deployment was part of the
broader initiative which saw Fiji
Government pledge $1 million in aid
to support Vanuatu’s recovery.

Reflecting on the challenges faced,
Mr Herman proposed for the Pacific
region to establish a dedicated
location for the storage of emergency
broadcasting kits, ready to be deployed
in events like earthquakes.

“If we had somewhere in the Pacific
that had these kits ready, and could
get on one of those relief flights, we
could be up and running very quickly,
without having to go to suppliers all
over the place to get equipment.

Mr Herman recommended the
technical experts from Pacific media
organisations to collaborate on
standardising emergency equipment,
ensuring broadcasters can continue
operations during disasters.

Vanuatu Broadcasting and Television Corporation chief executive officer, Francis Herman
spoke about his terrifying ordeal in the face of the earthquake that wrecked havoc in
Vanuatu last December. Photo: WANSHIKA KUMAR

Extension of the Village Boundaries
Geographical Positioning System
Survey

Cabinet approved an extension of the Village Boundary
Geographical Positioning System (GPS) Survey and
mapping through Geographic Information System (GIS),
for an additional three years.

The Village Boundary GPS Survey is a key initiative under
the iTaukei Land Management Unit (LMU) of the iTaukei
Land and Fisheries Commission (TLFC) aimed at creating
accurate, geo-referenced village boundaries for legal,
planning, and development purposes, and establishing a
Geospatial Unit for the digital management of iTaukei land
data.

As of 2023, 662 out of 1,152 registered villages have been
successfully surveyed and mapped into the GIS system,
leaving 490 villages yet to be surveyed.

The Village Boundary GPS Survey is to:

. ensure precise demarcation of village territories;

. mitigate land disputes by providingan authoritative
digital reference of village boundaries; support sustainable
economic development by enabling structured planning,
investment, and infrastructure development;

0 facilitate access to government services such as
housing, education, and health programmes;
. strengthen climate resilience by integrating village

boundaries into disaster preparedness and adaptation
strategies; and

. enhance iTaukei land governance through an
integrated GIS platform that consolidates land tenure,
cultural heritage, and natural resource data.

PCA for Fiji’s First Biennial
Transparency Reportand 4th
National Communication under

UNFCCC

Cabinet endorsed the Project Cooperation Agreement
(PCA) for the development of combined Fiji’s First
Biennial Transparency Report (BTR) and Fourth National
Communication (NC) with United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP).

BTRs replaced the current Biennial Update Reports (BURs)
for developing countries starting from December 2024.
The combined BTR/NC project is designed to support Fiji
in this transition, enhancing its reporting capabilities and
strengthening its response to climate change.

Fiji has received funding for BTR/NC from the Global
Environment Facility (GEF) Trust Fund and the project
will be implemented by United Nations Environment
Programme as GEF implementing agency.

(Source: Cabinet Office)

By JAMIL SULEMAN

HE Coalition
is committed to
the livelihoods  of

Government
improving
local

our family, especially for my children’s

education.”

The application for the boat was made
some time ago and Mr Sesenibaravi said
that he contributed to the government for

development,” he added.

has encouraged us to continue our family

The Government’s SEA programme is on
a cost-sharing basis between the applicant
and the Government. The type of boat to

This programme has been assigned
to the Ministry of Rural and Maritime
Development and Disaster Management in
this financial year and continues to provide
vital resources for families, demonstrating

communities by  providing
resources for sustainable fishing ventures.

Peter Sesenibaravi, from Tailevu, is a
classic example of this initiative whereby
he received a new boat through the
Seafaring  Entrepreneurial ~ Assistance
(SEA) Programme earlier this month.

Mr Sesenibaravi, who has been employed
as a driver for 22 years, expressed his
gratitude for the assistance, highlighting
the positive impact the boat will have on
his family’s income.

He previously owned a boat and engaged
in fishing to support his children’s
education, recognising the potential of the
sea as a vital resource.

“Today is a memorable day for me and my
family as we have witnessed the handing
over of a boat,” Mr Sesenibaravi stated.

“It will be another source of income for

the boat, and he was called four days after a
family tragedy where his wife passed away
and he did not hesitate to take up the offer.

The SEA Programme, designed to
offer targeted support, demonstrates the
Government’s commitment to assisting
citizens in various circumstances.

Mr Sesenibaravi shared that fishing had
played a significant role in supporting his
children’s education, with his eldest child
now working as a mechanic, the second as
a doctor at Labasa Hospital, and the third as
a carpenter.

“I can testify that fishing is a great source
of income as it supported my children’s
education,” he affirmed, indicating that
the new boat provided a new opportunity
for the family especially with his youngest
child in school.

“With the Government assistance, it

be purchased can be either fiberglass or
wooden.

the government’s commitment to a better
standard of living.

Peter Sesenibaravi (fourth from left) from Tailevu receives a new boat through the Seafaring Entrepreneurial
Assistance (SEA) Programme and was joined by the Minister for Rural and Maritime Development, Sakiasi
Ditoka and family members. Photo: JAMIL SULEMAN
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The President, Ratu Naigama Lalabalavu, (in the middle) with Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka (right) and Speaker of the Fijian Parliament, Filimone Jitoko, during the reception at State House to mark the
opening of the 2025 Parliament Session. Photo: WANSHIKA KUMAR

By NANISE NEIMILA

N opening the 2025 Parliament
Session, the President Ratu
Naigama Lalabalavu has set the
tone for Government’s legislative
agenda for this year including the
review of 2013 Constitution.
After inspecting the 100 men guard of
honour, the Head of State addressed
Parliament where he outlined this year’s
development priorities of the Coalition
Government.
“Government’s legislative agenda is
quite ambitious but necessary to drive
economic growth, enhance national
security and includes the critical review

of our Constitutional Framework to
reflect the evolving aspirations of our
people.

“This review will ensure that our
supreme law aligns with the principles
of inclusivity, fairness, and justice. We
invite all citizens to participate in this
process, for a constitution must reflect
the aspirations of its people”

On the economy, President Ratu
Lalabalavu noted that while Fiji has
returned to the pre-pandemic level of
growth, he expressed the confidence
that the economy would do better than
the current growth projections of 3.4
per cent in 2025.

“We have the capacity to grow at 5

per cent in terms of natural resource
endowment, human resource capacity
and opportunities in the international
trading environment. The National
Development Plan will provide a
sustainable path for the implementation
of policies both in the short and long
term.

“We must work together to strengthen
our governance institutions and
decision-making machinery to ensure
that we can easily respond to changes,
rather than continue with “business
as usual. Our policy response must
be robust and timely to ensure better
sequencing and harmonization of our
collective efforts.”

President Ratu Lalabalavu also spoke
about Government’s plans to improve

and upgrade our public health facilities,

review the Education Act and enhance
public safety and national security. This
will include the review of the Police Act
and the Illicit Drugs Control Act
Healsoraised theissueof onlinebullying
as well as the need for transformational
leadership in his address to open the
2025 session of parliament today.
President Ratu Lalabalavu also spoke
at length about Fiji’s collective vision,
“a vision that is centred on progress,
prosperity and unity.”
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TOSO NA KENA
VAKADIKEVI NA
YALAYALA NI KORO

iTalanoa ena Drauniveva 3

Minisita ni Qoliqoli kei na Veikau o Hon Alitia Bainivalu, Na Turaga na Tui Naboubuco, Turaga na Tui Nadrau kei ira na taukeni vanua mai na Colo North ena dola ni Nadarivatu Forest Park. TABA: Wanshika Kumar

sa rawa vei ira na
lewenivanua mera taleva ka
vakadinadinataka na talei
kei na totoka ni vanua o
Nadarivatu. Mera na cabeta na kena
veidelana, sirova na kena veiqakilo,
silima na kena veiuciwai, sarava na ka
rogoca na domodra na veimanumanu
ka vaka kina na na kena rawa ni sikovi
vanua ni sarasara e rua o Kauloa kei
Lomalagi.
Nai tukutuku oqo e vakaraitaika na
Deputy Conservator ena Tabacakacaka
Ni Veikau o Apisai Rinamalo. Na vanua
0qo eso na vanua era dau guilecavi tu
rawa ni vakatokai mera buwawa tu ena
veivakatoroicaketaki. Esa cavu i kalawa
na Tabana ni Veikau ena kena sa sagai
mera maroroi na veikau mena rawa
nira sikova ka vurevure talega ni lavo
vei ira na lewe ni vanua.
“Naveivakatoroicaketakini Eco Tourism
esa mai dola nikua sai tekitekivu ni dua
na veivakatoroicaketaki vou ena vanua
qo o Nadarivatu.”

TALADRODRO NA WAI
NI GUNU E MALAKE

iTalanoa ena Drauniveva 6

Yasana o Naitasiri.

“Na cakacaka oqo e salavata kei na
tuvatuva levu ni Matanitu(National
Development Plan)ena kena tarai
cake na nodra bula na Itaukei, ira na
taukeni Iyaubula ka vakanamata ena

E vakavinavinakataka o Rinamalo
na Matanitu Levu ena kena mai soli e
dua na uma i lavo levu me mai vukea
na nodra gagadre na Itaukeni Qele. Esa
tuvatuvaka kina me rau na cakacakavata
na Matanitu kei ira na Taukeni Qele ena
nodra sagai mera vueti cake ena vuku
ni rawaka vakailavo vei keda na itaukei
ni iyaubula.

“Na noqu rai ena vuku ni saravanua
kei ira na Tako kei na Lavo ni oqo e
rawa ni vurevure ni lavo, ena rawa
nina maroroi talega kina na neimami
tovo kei nai vakarau ni bula ena nodra
gole tiko mai na saravanua mera mai
vakadinadinataka”.

E vakaraitaka na Minisita ni Qoliqoli
kei na Veikau o Hon Alitia Bainivalu ni
kena mai dolavi na Nadarivatu Forest
Park esai vakaraitaki ni cakacakavata
kei na yalodina mena rawa ni maroroi
kina na noda iyaubula .Me vaka ni sa
kena I karua ena noda vanua esa semata
saraga e tolu na yasana lelevu ena noda
vanua oka kina o Ba, Ra ka vaka kina na

Na vanua ni sarasara ¢ Nada

|

kena tokoni mena vorata na revurevu ni
draki veisau ia ena tokona na noda bula

vakailavo.

Talanoa: Fiji Government.

atu ka rawa ni vurevure sara talega ni lavo kei na cakacaka.. TABA: Tabana Ni Veikau kei na Qoliqoli
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ra kalougata na noda
era vakaitikotiko ena
vanua levu o Santa
Rosa ena matanitu
o Amerika nira bau laki veit-
alanoa kei nai liuliu ni noda
matanitu o Hon Sitiveni Liga-
mamada Rabuka enai tavi bibi
ni matanitu ka vaka kina nai
tuvatuva e gadreva me vakaya-
cora na Matanitu Cokovata ena
loma ni rua na yabaki oqo.
“Levu na gaunisala vovou, vale
vovou , iyau vovou ni matanitu
eda tara sa sega ni vakavinakat-
aki tiko mai oira na sa tu main
vakabalavu”.
E vakabibitaka o Hon Rabuka
na bibi ni veitauriliga ena kena
tokoni na veivakatoroicaketaki
ni matanitu mena vinaka kina
oira na noda ka vaka kina oira
na muri mai. E kuria nisa vak-
abibitaki sara tiko na vuli ka da
raica ni lewe levu era sa rawata
na nodra vuli , sa ra rawa caka-
caka talega kina. E vakavinavi-
nakataki ira talega na noda era
vakaitikotiko e Santa Rosa na
nodra dodoliga ena kena vukei
na noda vanua ena veivakatoro-
icaketaki.
E levu sara na vanua e sikova
na noda Paraiminisita ena kena
vakadeitaki tiko na veitokani ni

matanitu e rua. Erau laki sota
ka veitalanoa talega kei na US
Congressman kei ba Chair ni
Congressional Pacific Islands
Caucus Mr Ed Cse ena siti
levu o Washington ka dua na
ulutaga e rau vakabibi taka
sai koya na veidinadinati ni
matanitu e rua.

E tuvatuva tale tiko ga na
Matanitu o Viti ena vuku ni
veitokoni vakailavo ni matani-
tu o Amerika, erau laki veital-
anoa o Hon Rabuka kei na U.S
Acting Under Secretary State
o Ms Diane Farell ena Tabana
Vakailavo ni Matanitu.E tiki
talega ni veitalanoa na vakavi-
navinaka me baleta na Google
kei na Starlink ena tabana
vakalivaliva e Viti(ITC).

E tiko talega ni veitalanoa na
Fiji- US Air Transport Agree-
ment ka da raica kina na kena
sa mai tavoca na Fiji Airways
na nona vuka ki Dallas ena
Tiseba ni 2024.0qo es dua na
cavu I kalawa ena kena toso
mai vakayauyau na saravanua
kina noda vanua ena gaunisa-
la ni veivoli mena tosoi kina
na veivakatoroicaketaki.

Talanoa: Fiji Government

O Hon Sitiveni Ligamamada Rabuka na U.S Acting Under Secretary State o Ms Diane Farell ena nodra siko na noda

Paraiminiista kina matanitu o Amerika. TABA: Fiji Government.

a Mataqali o Mataono e
dua na mataqali mai na
koro ko Draiba, tikina o
Namataku ena loma ni
Yasana o Nadroga Navosa.E dua nai
tuvatuva levu e ratou vakarautaka sai
koya na kena golevi ratou yani nai tu-
vatuva ni veivakatoroicaketaki ni Ta-
bana ni Veikau ena noda vanua.
E a mai soli kina ena Mataqali o Mata-
ono na laiseni ni musu kau ena loma ni
vitu na yabaki. Na kau oqo na Vaivai
e dua na kau e sautu sara ena vanua
vanua vakaturaga o Draiba. E ra veito-
koni yani na Dayals Sawmillers Pte Ltd
ena kena musu na kau mena vakatoro-
icaketaki kina na bula ni lewe ni vanua.
Era vakamacala tiko e dua na lewe ni
mataqali o Mataono o Aminiasi Bu-
rogo na usutu levu ni nodratou sasaga.
“Na bisinisi ni musu kau keitou
vakacicivatiko e gadrevi tiko ga na kena
vakacokotaki na neimami dui matavu-
vale ka vu mai ena vakasama ni musu
na kau”,
E na kena mai soli na laiseni ni musu
kau e dau soli tiko me dua ga na yabaki
mena qai dau vakavou taki tiko ena vei-
yabaki.Me vaka nai tuvatuva e tiko ni

dodonu mena vukei eso na vuvale ena
kena tara na nodra dui vale. E laurai
nisa mai tara e 3 na vale ka vaka kina e
dua na porokaramu e ratou cakava sai
koya na kena tara na vale mera gade
mai kina na gonevuli mai na matanitu
o Niusiladi, Ositerelia kei na matanitu
levu o Merika ka vakatokai tiko me
(backpackers).

“Nai lavo e dau rawati mai ena musu
kau esa rawa kina vei keitou me voli e
dua na katavila ka vaka kina e vica na
manumanu mena rawa ni vukei tiko
kina na sasaga 0qo”.

E na vuku ni kena biu mai na Back-
packers esa rawa ni toso kina na sara-
vanua ena nodra dau sikova mai na
noda vanua.E na tuvatuva ni mataqali
e ratou biuta kina e $110 dua na gon-
evuli oqo e dua na sala ena kena sagai
mena vukea na nodra vakatoroicaket-
aki na lewe ni mataqali o Mataono. E
vakadeitaka o Mataono na vakavinavi-
naka kina Matanitu ka vaka kina na Ta-
bana ni Musu Kau ena vuku ni nodra
vukeintu na lewenivanua ena colo ni
vanua o Navosa.

Talanoa: Katarina Naqarase

Na vanua ka ratou sa biuta vata na lewe ni matagali o Mataono me nodra vanua ni vakacagicagi na
gonevuli mai na veiyasai Vuravura ka vakatokai na Backpackers.
TABA: Tabana Ni Veikau kei na Qoligoli

Vakaraubuka, 28 niVeverueri 2025
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Toso na kena vakadikevi na Yalayala ni Koro.

sa vakadonua na Bose Yaco
ena kena toso na kena soveya
taki na veiyalayala ni koro me
tolu tale na yabaki. Na Vaka-
didike e dua na tuvatuva levu ni Itaukei
Land Management Unit (LMU)ena
ruku ni  Veitarogivanua, Wai kei
na Qoliqoli ka kena i naki me tauy-
avutaki na kena vakaivola taki , tuvani,
vakalawa taki ka vakatoroicaketaki ka
tauyavutaki talega na Geospatial Unit
ena kena maroroi vakalivaliva nai tu-
kutuku ni qele vaka Itaukei.Ena ya-
baki 2023, 662 mai na 1152 na koro
esa soveuya taki oti ka sa vakacurumi
talega ena GIS System ka 490 na koro
ese bera ni soveya taki.
Na Usutu ni Vakadidike ni Yalayala ni
Koro sai koya mena :
. Vakarawarawataka na veiqa-
ravi ni matanitu, me vaka na veivaka-
valetaki, vuli, ka vaka kina na poro-
karamu ni Tabacakacaka Ni Bula
. Me veisotavi ka vakarautaki

na koro mai na veileqa tubukoso

. Vakavinakataki na

Railesuvi na Siteseni ni Veikau e Ta-
vakubu kina Taukeni Qele Dina.

Sa vakadonua na Bose Yaco ni Qele e
soli vei ratou na Tabana ni Veikau(NG
187) ka rauta ni 7 na eka e tiko ena yasa
ni bulubulu e Tavakubu mesa suka
lesu kina Mataqgali o Nadakuvatu.

Na uma qele 0qo(NG 187) e tiki
ni gele ena noda vanua ka volia na
matanitu va Koloni(Colonial Govern-
ment) ka rauta ni 3177 eka ena 28 ni
Jiune 1924.

Ena Janueri ni 1999, sa vakadonuya
kina na Bose Yaco na kena suka lesu
eso na uma qele kina kena i taukei dina
ka laurai nisa sega ganiti ena kena I
naki dina. E taura e dua na gauna bala-
vu na kena vakayacori me vaka ni levu
na veitalanoa mai vei ira na itaukei ,
ka vakabera kina na cakacaka ka vaka
kina na kena i volatukutuku.

Sa mai vakacavari na kena soveya taki

Na Minisita ni Tabacakacaka Itaukei, Tovo kei na Iyau Vakamareqeti Hon Ifereimi Vasu era vosa tiko ena bibi
ni Solesolevaki enai tikotiko e Korovou Macuata.

na qele, sa maorori tu kina Tabana ni
Veikau(Forestry Experimental) ka na
lesu tale vei ira na taukeni gele. Na Lisi

kece ena NG 187 e sana qarava na Tab-
acakacaka ni Qele Maroroi.

Inaki ni itaukel
development facility me
kauta mai na veisau

Esa vakadonua na Bose Yaco ena kena sa vakalesui tale na 3, 177 na eka na
gele kina lima na mataqali ena vanua vakaturaga o Vitogo. E soli na veiv-
akdonui oqo ena kena sa mai vakacavari na kena soveya taki. Na wasewase
ni gele e vakatokai me NG 187 e vakarautaki me dabe kina na taqe ni wai

e Saru/Tavakubu ena vevakatoroicaketaki e Lautoka ena gauna e liu.Mai na
1982 sa mani toki kina Vaturu Dam mei vakaso ni wai ena Siti o Lautoka.
Ena yabaki 1999 na matanitu na SVT sa vakadonuya na kena suka lesu tale
na qgele ka mani bera na kena vakayacori ni dodonu me vakayacori e dua

na soveya me rawa ni matata kina na kena qaravi. Ia sa mai vakacavara na
Matanitu Cokovata na veika kece sara ka sa suka lesu tale kina kena itaukei
dina.

E lima na mataqali esa mai suka lesu na nodratou gele oka kina na mataqali

. Tunuloa

. Matarisiga(Vitogo)
. Vidilo

. Nadakuvatu

. Noi Batiri(Namoli)

VUREVURE NI TUKUTUKU: TABANA NI QELE KEI NA IYAUBULA

ITAUKEI
LAND TRUST BOARD

a balavu na noda dau tuvatuva
tikoga na iTaukei ena vakasama
vakabisinisi ke dredre me vaka-
duri cake.
Qo na vuni kena tauyavutaki na iTaukei
Development Fund Facility (TDFF) me
vukica na noda tatadra kei na tuvatuva
ni veivakatoroicaketaki me vakavotu-
kana.
Ogqori na veika e varaitaka na Vunilewa
ni Matabose ni Qele Maroroi (TLTB)
Solomone Nata vei ira na lewenikoro ko
Drekeniwai, Navatu mai Cakaudrove.
Mai qaravi edua na veivakararamataki
ena vanua ko Naqorovakarua ni oti na
kena qaravi na Bose vaka manidia ni
TLTB e Drekeniwai.
Varaitaka o Nata ni naki bibi duadua ni
kena tauyavu na TDFF me vakarawar-
awataka vana I taukei era volai ena Vola
ni Kawa Bula mera rawa ni taura vaka
dinau e dua nai lavo me vukea na nodra

bisinisi ka dau vakadredretaki mai vei ira
na vei bage tale eso ena vukuni ni kena
dau gadrevi mera dau sauma edua nai
vakadei ni dinau (loan deposit).
“Tauyavu na TDFF me vukei keda sara-
ga na iTaukei me rawa ni vueti keda ena
kena vakayatagaki na noda gele kei nai
yaubula nai taukei me vurevure ni noda
vakatoroicaketaki ka valuti kina na bula
dravudravua”

Ni oti e 84 na yabaki ni kena dau soli na
gele me lisitaki, kumuni nai sauni lisi ka
wasei tale yani vei ira nai taukei ni gele, sa
vakarabailevutaka na nona veiqaravi na
TLTB me rawa ni sotava na nodra gaga-
dre nai taukei ena buturara ni bisinisi.

VUREVURE NI TUKUTUKU:
TABANA NI QELE MAROROI

TABA: TABANA NI QELE MAROROI

Vakaraubuka, 28 ni Veverueri 2025
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36 na yabaki ni
wWawa e 52

ra malaude na leweni koro o Sali-
adrau ena loma ni yasana o Na-
mosi ena vuku ni kena sa vaka-
votukana na nodra gagadre ena

kena sa mai vakayacori na vakasobu duru
ni wavu vou. Enai ka 18 ni Janueri , 2023
esa cigoma kina na matanitu nai tukutuku
ni sa vakailavotaka na matanitu o Japani
na tara ni wavu ena loma ni koro. Esa dua
na gauna balavu ena kena sagai tiko mai
ka sa mai vakadinadinataki ena siga nikua.
Ena 17 ni Janueri 2025, sa qai mai digi-
taki tale e dua na kabani vou na Silver-
stone PTE Limited koya sa ratou cakacaka
tiko kina qo me mai vakavotukanataki na
gagadre ni tara wavu ena lomanikoro.

E mai dua na nona I vakamacala o Ro
Ela Kaloumairana marama ni Saliadrau
ka vasu ena koro ko Navunikabi ena loma
ni yasana o Namosi. O Kaloumaira e ciwa
taucoko na luvena ka 3 na makubuna

“Au meu kaya tiko vei kemudou na luvequ
au ta toka na va na vanua ni vakasobu
duru baleta o ira na noqu I lala vakabibi
mada o Tamai tou kea se dua na usutu ni
wavu qoi, 2022 sa mai biubiu o tamai tou

kau sa mai tu taudua tu qoi me yacove tu

mai na gauna nikua”

E kuria o Kaloumaira ni qai gauna ni tau
ni uca era sa dau vakaloloma , ni levu na
wai era na sagai ira mera yaco ki tai. Era
dau vakayagataka na Tube, sa dua na
gauna balavu ena kena vosoti tu mai na
dredre ia ena kena sa mai vakayacori na
vakasobu duru esa dua na marau levu vei
keimami.

E vakaraitaka na Turaga ni Koro e Sali-
adrau o Kusitino Vuate mai na gauna era
bula donumaka mai na qase e dua na bula
dredre sara ena vuku ni kena takosovi tiko
na uciwai mai vei ira na gonevuli , mara-
ma, kei ira na turaga ena nodra dfau lako I
taoni era sotava tu na rarawa , mosi , turu
tu na kena wainimata ena nodra takosova
tu na uciwai ena vuku ni dredre era sotava
vakabibi enas gauna ni draki ca.

“Keitou donumaka talega na veikacivi ni
Kalou ena lomanikoro , keitou sotava na
dredre mani viri na kena bilibili me davo
kina na yago ni mate me rawa ni keitou
vakauti koya ki tai”

Era vakaraitaka na leweni koro na nodra

marau ena vuku ni kena sa cavu I kalawa

na matanitu ena kena sa dodo na liga ni
veivuke mesa tekivutaki na wavu vou.
“Dua na marau levu e yacovi au , ka tarai
au talega na luluvu ni vaka nise qai ka tolu
ni yabaki ni noqu turaga ni koro ka sai ma-
tai talega ni veivakatorocaketaki me yaco
mai e lomanikoro”

E vakaraitaka na Minisita ni Veivakatoro-
icaketaki ena Taudaku ni Veikorolelevu,
Veiyatu Yanuyanu kei na Leqa Tubukoso
o Hon Sakiasi Ditoka nisa tu enai tuvatuva
levu ni matanitu na kena raici vakatautau-
vata na nodra garavi na lewenivanua.
“Vakavinavinakataki na veitokoni ni
lewe ni vanua, na kena tokoni na caka-
caka ni veivakatoroicaketaki oqo, oka
takega kina na kena tokoni na liga ni
cakacaka(contractors) e ratou sa veigaravi
tiko ena kena sagai me vakavotukanataki
na sasaga se project 0qo.

Era bau mai vakadinadinataka na Gone
Turaga na mata ni matanitu ko Japani ki
Viti ko Rokuichiro Michii kei na Turaga
na Minisita ni veivakatorocake taki ena
taudaku ni veikoro lelevu ko Sakiasi Di-

toka na dredre era sotava tiko mai na lewe

TABA: Fiji Government

ni vanua ko Saliadrau.

Era vakaraitaka na nodra marau kei na
nodra vakavinavinaka na Gone Turaga na
Vunivalu na Tui Namosi ki na matanitu e
rua ena nodra nanumi tiko na kawa bula

ni vanua ko Nabukebuke.

Vakaraitaka na Mata ni matanitu ko Ja-
pani ki Viti ko Rokuichiro Michii ni sa tu
vakarau na vanua ko Japani me na vukei
keda na lewe i Viti ena kena sagai me so-

tavi na dredre.

Na veivuke e vakagolei mai na Matanitu
o Japani e rauta ni $214,013.66 ena ruku
ni porokaramu ka vakatokai na “Japans
Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human
Security Projects”A cau talega na matani-
tu e rauta ni $370,000 ka kena I tekivu ni
cakacaka sa mai vakayacori oti tiko na ta
vou ni gaunisala (107m) mai na main road

kina yasa ni uciwai.

Talanoa: Katarina Naqgarase

Vakaraubuka, 28 ni Veverueri 2025

Vakaraubuka, 28 niVeverueri 2025
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Tavocli nal tuvatuva vou ni
tahacakacacaka |Ta|||(e|
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Na kena laki tavoci na ituvatuva vou( Strategic Development Plan) ni Tabacakacaka iTaukei kei na Matabose ni Veikavakaitaukei kina nodra Momo
TABA: Tabacakacaka Itaukei

ra a tavoca na ituvatuva vou(
Strategic Development Plan)
ni  Tabacakacaka iTaukei
kei na Matabose ni Veika-
vakaitaukei na Momo Levu na Tui Sa-
beto Ratu Viliame Mataitoga ena nodra
itikotiko e Erenavula.
Ogqo ni mai oti na nodra a kerei va-
kavanua mai vua na iTalai ka Minis-
ita ni Veikavakaitaukei, Tovo kei na
iYau Mareqeti Hon Ifereimi Vasu ena
vanua o Betoraurau. Ena nodra vosa na
Minisita Vasu e kaya ni mai na ituvatu-
va levu 0qo sa qai mai dabe na Taba-
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Levu na Tui Sabeto e Nadi.

cakacaka iTaukei me segata me dreta
mai ka tuvana na vei tuvatuva eso, me
rawa ni vakadeitaka kina na veituberi,
veivakavulici kei na tarai cake ni kawa
iTaukei.

E tomana ka kaya ni da sa lako cu-
ruma tiko e dua na gauna bolebole ka
sa gadrevi kina na yalomatua, vuku
kei na raivotu ena kena tuvanaki
vakamatau,vakamaqosa na ka e baleti
keda ena vesiga bolebole sa tu e mata-
da.

“Au sa kerea kina na veimasulaki ni
nodatou vanua ena tikina bibi 0qo”

Oqo e wili kina na waigaga ni veiv-

akamatenitaki, toso cake ni wiliwili ni
matedewa na HIV/AIDS, leqa ni rawa-
ka vakavuli ni iTaukei, rawa ka ni noda
bula raraba, kei na levu ni noda iyau-
bula ia e tikoga na bula dravudravua.
E tomana ka kaya ni ituvatuva oqo ena
tataqomaki talega kina veika vovou ka
na basika mai ena lima na yabaki mai
0qo.

Vurevure ni Tukutuku: Tabacakaca-
ka iTaukei

VAKADURIA MAI NA GCC

1. TAUYAVU NA KENA LAWA
SA VAKARAUTAKA ,VAKA
IYARAGITAKI

3. TOMANINA
VAKAVINAKATAKI NI VALE
NI BOSE

4. VAKARAUTAKI OTI NA
YAVUTU NI KENA CICI.

5. CIQOMA NA SOLI NI
YASANA

6. VAKARAUTAKINAI
VOTAVOTA NI
« TURAGA NI YAVUSA
o MATA NI TIKINA
« TURAGA NI KORO

7. ME VUKEA NA
VAKAQAQACOTAKI NI BULA

VAKAVANUA
8. VAKATAWANI NA ITUTU NI
VEILIUTAKI VAKAVANUA
9. VULI NI SAUSAUVOU
10. SAUVAKI VANUA
11. VEIVAKARARAMATAKI
VEIVAKATIKORI NI VEI
TUTU VAKAVANUA
12. DIKEVI OTI NA
TABACAKACAKA ITAUKEI
13. DIKEVI OTI NA VEITAROGI
VANUA KEI NA IQOLIQOLI
14. SA NA DIKEVI NA TABANA
NI QELE MAROROI
15. OQO ME SEMA MAI ENA
ITUVATUVA NI GCC
16. TUVANAKI NA VILLAGE
BY LAWS ME VUKEA NA
VAKAKAUWATAKI NI NODA

BULA VAKORO SA DIKEVI
TIKO VAKALAWA

laladrodro na wai ni gunu ¢ Malake

a wai e dua na ka bibi ena
noda bula na tamata. Me
vaka nida vakayagataka
ena veitavi kece sara eda
qarava ena veisiga esa dodonu meda
raica mena savasava vakavinaka ka
maroroi vakavinaka .Ena vakadidike
e ratou vakayacori e laurai ni 60% na
wai e gadreva na yagoda ena veisiga.
Esa cavu i kalawa kina na Tabana ni
Wai ena noda vanua ena kena tovolei
mera na qaravi kece vakatautauvata na
lewenivanua. E da vakadinadinataka
ena kena sa lai dolavi na paipo ni wai ni
gunu savasava ena yanuyanu o Malake
ena loma ni Yasana o Ra.
E vakaraitaka na Turaga ni Koro e Mal-
ake o Luke Salagi na vakavinavinaka
levu kina Matanitu ka vaka kina na
Tabana ni wai ena vuku ni veivakato-
roicaketaki es qaravi rawa ena loma ni
koro. Era vakila na vakacegu nira kila
sana tekivu gunuva tale na wai savasava
vakauasivi na nodra garavi na marama
kei na gonevuli.
“Keimami sa mai sotava e dua na
vakacegu levu me vaka iliu keimami
dau vakayagataka tu ga na toevu , so

WELCOME TO I'HE ¢ OMMISSIONING OF

A

Na Minisita ni Veiqaravi, Veilakoyaki kei na Draki o Hon Ro Filipe Tuisawau kei na Turaga na Tui Navitilevu Ratu Emori Bolobolo kei ira na marama ka
ra marautaka na kena sa dola tale na wai ni gunu. TABA: Katarina Naqarase

na gauna era qai dau gole yani mera lai
taki sa maca na toevu, ia ena gauna oqo
keimami vakavinavinakataka na veiqa-
ravi ni matanitu kei na Tabana ni Wai
e Viti ni rawa ni mai sotavi na leqa ni
maca ni wai e Malake”.

E vakaraitaka na Minsita ni Veiqaravi,
Veilakoyaki kei na Draki o Hon Ro
Filipe Tuisawau ni sasaga oqo e tekivu
mai ena 2015 ka mai davo kina nai ma-

tai ni Submarine ka da raica ni kauta
mai e dua na vakacegu vei ira na lewe
ni yanuyau me vaka nira dau gunu tuga
ena toevu mai na gauna [ mada ka vaka
kina na wai mai na tau ni uca.

“Na sasaga 0qo e sega walega ni baleta
nai yaya ni cakacaka e vakamatatataki
talega kina na yavudei ni kena gadrevi
me vanua tudei o Viti ka mena sega ni
dua e guileca ena vuku ni porokaramu

ni veivakatoroicaketaki”.

Na porokaramu ni Malake Submarine
e tiko na kena isau vakailavo ena $1.1
na milioni ka rawa nira vakayagataka
nalewe 645 nalewenikoro.Ni oqo e tiko
ena loma ni tuvatuva levu ni matanitu
enan kena sagai me qaravi vinaka na
lewenivanua e Viti.

Talanoa: Katarina Naqarase

Vakaraubuka, 28 niVeverueri 2025
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E marau na vanua o Vatukaloko ena
nodra I tikotiko na Turaga na Tui Vatu
ena vuku ni kena sa mai dolavi nai
kawakawa vou e Naseyani. Nai kawaka-
wa 0qo e rauta ni $3.21 na milioni na
kena i sau vakailavo. Nai kawakawa e
semata na koro e Nananu ka vaka kina
na koro ko Narauyaba ka rawa nira
vakayagataka e 200 na lewenivanua. E
veisemati talega ena colo ni vanua o
Rakiraki , kei na tikina o Saivou ena
loma ni Yasana o Ra.

“Keirau marau vakalevu ena vuku ni
kena sa mai dolavi nikua na wavu oqo
, kila ni ra sana sega ni sotava na dredre
na gonevuli ena koro ko Naseyani, mai
liu vuqa na gauna era sa sega ni dau
yaco yani ki koronivuli”.

Na nodrau I vakamacala na veiwatini
qasenivuli e Naseyani Primary School
o Ashneel Goundar kei Madhu Goun-
dar ka sa oti qo e 10 na yabaki na no-
dra veiqaravi voli vakaqgasenivuli e na
vanua vakaturaga o Vatukaloko.
Keimami vakavinavinaka vakalevu

ena vuku ni kena sa cavu I kalawa na
matanitu cokovata ena nodra nanumi
mai na gonevuli e Naseyani ka vaka
kina na lewenivanua ena nodra gole
ena kena lakin volitaki na nodra I voli
me baleta na bula ni vuvale.E na kena
dau raici na nodra takoso na gone ena
veisiga e tuburi keda na loloma ena
vuku ni kena sotavi na tau ni uca me
vaka nira lalai sara ka so talega era se
tiko ena Sova ni Vuli.

E vakaraitaka o Penaia Serida na
Turaga Ni Koro e Naseyani ni ratou

se vakadavo kawakawa ga ena gauna e |

liu na Fiji Pine ena vuku ni kena sagai
me vakau na paini ka sa mani vakaca-
cana tale na wai.Era vakavinavinaka na
lewenivanua ena vuku ni kena nanumi
me vakadavori take dua nai kawakawa
vou.

“Keimamai marau taki nia vakalevu
na yavusa e rua o Mali kei Nakorosago
na kena vakarawarawataki na veiqaravi
ena vuku ni kawakawa mai dolavi ena
siga vinaka nikua, dina ni dua esa mai

\ha “

Ashneel Goundar kei Madhu Goundar ka rau veiqaravi tiko vakaqasenivuli e Naseyani ka serelaka tiko na
dredre erau sotava ka vaka kina oira na qasenivuli ena loma ni 10 na yabaki. TABA: Katarina Nagarase

kacivi na nona bula enai kawakawa oqo
ia au vakavinavinaka vakalevu ena vei-
ka esa mai saravi nikua”

E vakaraitaka na Minisita ni Veiqa-
ravi, Veilakoyaki kei na Draki o Hon
Ro Filipe Tuisawau ni kena mai dolavi

nai kawakawa esa veirauti vinaka kei na
veidraki veisau e sotavi ena noda vanua
, ka laurai talega ena nodra taqomaki
na lewe ni vanua o Vatukaloko.

Talanoa: Katarina Naqarase

“T'udei na luvequ ena
Toso ni bisinisi”

Na vuvale nei Pita Sesenabaravi kei na Minisita ni Veivakatoroicaketaki ena Taudaku ni Koro Lelevu
Veiyatuyanuyanu kei na Leqa Tubukoso o Hon Sakeasi Ditoka ena vuku ni kena soli na waqa ka veivuke kina

na Matanitu. TABA: Jamil Suleman

“Dina nisa mai yali na tina ni vuvale
ia keitou yalo vakacegu ni vaqo na kena
I rairai ni solia na Matanitu e dua na
veivuke vaka e taucoko mai na bula ni
qaravi tavi nodra vakatoroicaketaki na
gone lomani matavuvale”.

Na nona mala ni vosa o Pita Sesenibara-
vi mai na koro ko Nadranu, ena tikina
o Namena ena loma ni Yasana o Tailevu
ka dua vei ira na lewenivanua era vukei
ena porokaramu ni Matanitu mai na
Minisitiri ni Veivakatoroicaketaki ena
Taudaku ni Koro Lelevu Veiyatuyanuy-
anu kei na Leqa Tubukoso ena ruku ni
porokaramu ni SEA(Sea Enterpreneur-
ial Asssiatance Programme. Na poro-
karamu oqo ena veivuke sara vakaevu
vei ira na vakaitikotiko ena Taudaku ni
koro lelevu.

Na nona veiqaravi voli ena loma ni bai
ni koronivuli mai Matavatucou ena
loma ni 22 na yabaki e sega ni guce o
Sesenibaravi ena nona tokoni ratou voli
na nona I solisoli ena kena vakayagata-
ki na waqa me rawati mai kina eso nai
voli me rawa kina na bula ni vuvale e
ratou sega ni namaka ia e ratou duavata
ena kena tomani tiko ga nai tavi esa mai
qaravi tiko.

“Ni oti ga e 4 na siga sa cabe mai na
Turaga Talai ena Wasewase e Loma, ka

taroga seu se vinakata tiko na waqa, au
sega ni suka I muri niu kila ni vurevure
ni bula ena loma ni matavuvale vakau-
asivi ena qaravi vuli”.

“Au vakadinadinataka ni dua na vure-
vure vinaka mai wai sara qaravi vuli
sa ra yacova na gone na vuli torocake
sara cavu I sausau na gone ena loma ni
matavuvale, ra qaravi tiko e Vulinitu-
raga vakauasivi ena neitou dau rawaka
mai wai’.

Na kena mai rawati na dua nai ka tolu e
rawati saraga mai ena 2 na waqa e ratou
sa dau vakayagataka tiko.Eda na raica
kina na bibi ni kena gadrevi na yalo ni
maroroi ka mena rawa ni mai vurevure
tudei ni bula.Ena kena sa mai soli tale
na waqa oqo esa dua na cavu I kalawa
levu ena kena sa tomani tiko ga na to-
koni ni matavuvale yadudua.Dua talega
na tikina bibi e ratou raica sai koya na
nodra sagai mera kua ni coriti na gone
ena waigaga sa tu ena gauna nikua.

“Au via taura na gauna oqo meu vaka-
vinavinakataka na matanitu me vaoqo
na kena I rairai, au veivakaugeti talega
vei ira na noda ni tadola tu na katuba
ni veivuke ena noda veiyasana ,ka me
tu talega vei keda na yalo ni dau sasaga.

Talanoa : Katarina Naqarase

Mera yadrava nai
tubutubu na
Nodra i tavi

Na vuvale nei Pita Sesenabaravi kei na Minisita ni Veivakatoroicaketaki ena Taudaku ni Koro Lelevu
Veiyatuyanuyanu kei na Leqa Tubukoso o Hon Sakeasi Ditoka ena vuku ni kena soli na waqa ka veivuke kina

na Matanitu. TABA: Jamil Suleman

Era laki vakaitavi nai vukevuke ni
Minisita ena Valenivolavola ni Para-
iminisita o Hon Sakiusa Tubuna ena
soqo ni nodra vakacoba pini mera
veiliutaki(Prefect Induction) na gon-
evuli ena koronivuli na Basden College
e Newtown. E vica na ulutaga e ra vosa
tiko kina sai koya na bibi ni nodra kila
nai tubutubu na nodra I tavi ena nodra
vakarautaki na gone ki koronivuli.

Na Matanitu e dau vakabibitaka na
Vuli ena veiyabaki kece sara ka laurai ni
votai e dua nai wase ni lavo levu kina
Tabacakacaka ni Vuli, oqo ena nodra
vukei ena lesu ki vuli. E laurai ni se lu-
luqa tiko ga na nodra tokoni na gone
ena nodra qaravi tavi vakavuli.

“Au via vakaugeti keda tiko nai tubu-
tubu ena vuku nika eda sa raica tuqo,
levu na bolebole eda sotava , sa levu
na bukete dole, na HIV, waigaga ni
veivakamatenitaki sa curuma na noda
vanua ka vaka kina na noda veikoro-

koro , kau na via kerei keda kina nai
tubutubu na kena vakabibitaki na bula
vakamatavuvale”.

E kuria o Hon Tubuna nisa dodonu
me kila nai tubutubu na vanua era dau
gole nai solisoli, levu na leqa esa yaco
mai e vu saraga mai ena kena sa kasere
na bula vakavuvale , so na gauna e sa
dau beitaki tale eso ena vuku ni leqa ia
esa dodonu mera kila deivaki na nodra
dui tavi. Mera yadravi ena nodra caka-
caka e koronivuli , vuqa na gauna esa
dau nodra I tavi kecega na qasenivuli
ia saka bibi mera kila nai tubutubu ni
dodonu mera vakaukauwataka na vuli.
Sa vakanuinui vinaka tu o Hon Tubuna
nira na cavu isausau na gonevuli e Bas-
den College ena veika vivinaka. Mera sa
kua ni moce nai tubutubu ena veika esa
yaco wavoki tiko ena gauna nikua, ka sa
dodonu me vakabibitaki talega na lotu
ena veimatavuvale yadududa.

Vakaraubuka, 28 niVeverueri 2025



Noda Viti
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Na Peresitedi ni Noda Vanua Ratu Naigama Lalabalavu ena kena mai dolavi na Bose Lawa ena 2025.

“E sega ni vaka kina vei kemudou,
ia ke dua vei kemudou e vinakata
me laveti cake, me vulica me no-
mudou dauveiqaravi, ke dua vei
kemudou e vinkata me liutaki
kemudou, ia me me vaka madae
dua na bobula vei kemudou, me
vaka na luve ni tamata nona lako
mai e sega ni mai qaravi , ia e
dauniveiqaravi , ka mai solia na
nona bula mw kedra I volia e lewe
vuqa’.

Esa mai dolava na Peresitedi ni Noda

Vanua na Turaga na Tui Cakau His Ex-
cellency Ratu Naiqama Lalabalavu na

Bose Lawa ni 2025. Era tekivu ena vo-
leni vakaivalu ni bera nira mai tauca na
nodra vosa ena loma ni Bose Lawa. Na
veiliutaki e dodonu meda biuta livi na
duidui ka da solia na noda vinaka kina
nodra bula na noda lewenivanua.
“Vaka nanumi keda ena dua nai vosa-
vosa , kevaka iko via vakatotolo , lako
taudua, kevaka o via gole vakayawa
dodonu meda lako vata”.

E ra vakabibitaka ena kena laveti cake
na veiqaravi ni Tabana ni Teitei ka vaka
kina na kena vakabibitaki na cicivaki ni
bisinisi ena noda vanua(MSME). E vak-
abibitaki talega na kena vakavinakataki
na noda gaunisala, nai kelekele ni waqa,
tabana ni livaliva ka vaka kina na tubu

I www/ijigovfj @ @FijiGovt @Fiji Government

Dolavi na Bose Lawa ni 2025

TABA: Fiji Parliament

vakailavo ena noda vanua.

E na raica na matanitu kei na Minisitiri
ni Qele kei na Iyaubula na kena biu mai
na National Groundwater Resources
Development Management Policy, esa
na raici lesuvi talega na kena saumi ni
gele me ena veivanua me vaka taki

. Domain(Taukeni Qele e Su-
vavou)\

. Mataqali Ketenatukani kei Vi-
dilo ena koro ko Namoli

. Mataqali Nadala, Naivitini kei
Nabuilevu e na koro ko Nadala.

“Au via vakaraitaka talega na na kena
sa walia na matanitu na 33 na yabaki ni
nodra sotava na dredre na cakacaka ena
Vatukoula ka ra se vakacegui tu mai ena

1991”.

Na kena mai tavoci e tolu na yavu le-
levu ka vakatokai na National Fisheries
Policy 2024-2028, Aquaculture Devel-
opment 2024-2028 kei na Aquaculture
Act 2024 ena kena sagai me maroroi
na noda sasalu ni waitui. E vakaraitaka
talega na kena vakatoroicaketaki na
veitaoni

“Da veitauriliga taka vata ka da toso
me rawa ni dua na vanua kalougata ka
sautu na noda vanua, kau sa vakanui-
nui vinaka tu ni dua na yabaki vinaka
ni veiqaravi ena Bose Lawa ena yabaki

2

0qo™.

Talanoa: Katarina Naqarase
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