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Women in the corridor of power...Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka flanked by (from left to right) Minister for Fisheries and Forestry, Alitia Bainivalu, Member of Parliament, Lynda Tabuya, Minister

for Women, Children and Social Protection, Sashi Kiran and Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs, Lenora Qeregeretabua, joined women in Fiji and across the globe in celebrating the International
Women’s Day commemorated on March 8. Photo: SUPPLIED
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A-G advocates for
unity and change

to North health system

HE need for quality infra-
structure, unlimited supply of
medicine and the retention of
our skilled healthcare workers
remains to be a challenge.
And as part of ongoing efforts to improve
medical supply distribution in the North-
ern Division, Prime Minister Sitiveni Ra-
buka officially opened Warehouse Tolu at
the Labasa Divisional Hospital this week.
Funded by the Government of the Re-
public of Japan through the Japan Inter-
national Cooperation (JICA), at a total
cost of $2.2 million, Warehouse Tolu was
conceived in response to lessons learned
from the COVID-19 pandemic.

The establishment of Warehouse Tolu re-
flects the continued support by the Japa-
nese Government and its broader com-
mitment to strengthening Fiji’s healthcare
system.

“The warehouse will now serve as the
‘medicine hub’ of the Northern Divi-
sion - a forefront of transitioning medi-
cal supplies across the three provinces,”
Prime Minister Rabuka said.

The new warehouse will service the 65
healthcare facilities in the North, and
these include 11healthcare facilities in the
Bua province, 25 facilities in Macuata, 19
in Cakaudrove, and 10 in Taveuni.

“The 25m x 20m Warehouse is aligned

to the Fiji Pharmaceutical and Biomedi-
cal Services building height standard
and will play a critical role in the storage
and distribution of medical supplies for
outpatient service, Non-Communicable
Diseases or NCD, HIV, TB, and Rheu-
matic Heart Disease amongst others,”
added PM Rabuka.

“It will store medicines and consumables
for family planning, laboratory reagents,
dental items, and vaccines, as well as bio-
medical equipment and consumables for
the Northern Division health facilities”
Prime Minister Rabuka extended the
Coalition Government and the people of
Fijis gratitude to the Government and the

people of Japan for their continued sup-
port in enhancing Fiji’s health sector.
“We look forward to further collabora-
tion in advancing our fruitful partnership
in the future”

The Ambassador of Japan, Rokuichiro
Michi said that Japan will continue to
collaborate with Fiji in areas of mutual
interest.

He reaffirmed Japans commitment to
further strengthening its bilateral rela-
tions with Fiji.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)
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Traditional Vakasenuganugator President Ratu Naigama

By NANISE NEIMILA

HE Vanua o Lalagavesi hosted

a traditional ‘“Vakasenuqanuqa”

ceremony in honour of the President

of Fiji, Ratu Naiqama Lalabalavu,
at Somosomo Village in Taveuni earlier this
month.

The “Vakasenuganuqa” is a traditional
homecoming celebration held for a respected
chief and their delegation, typically after a
significant milestone or achievement that
brings honour to the vanua.

This ceremony symbolises unity, strength,
and appreciation, while serving as a powerful
reminder of the deep ties between the people,

NG TS A i ‘ Al % their leadership, and their cultural heritage.
Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka at the “Vakasenuganuqga” ceremony hosted by the Vanua ~ During the ceremony, President Ratu

o Lalagavesi in honour of the President of Fiji, Tui Cakau Ratu Naigama Lalabalavu, at Naigama expressed his heartfelt gratitude to
Somosomo Village in Taveuni earlier this month. Photo: NANISE NEIMILA
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the people of Cakaudrove for their warm and

respectful reception.

He noted that such ceremonies not only serve
as a key cultural practice but also fosters a
strong sense of community and pride.

The Head of State highlighted the importance
of maintaining these traditions, as they play
a vital role in preserving Fiji’s rich cultural
heritage for future generations.

The President also addressed the ongoing
efforts in the fight against drug abuse and the
increase in HIV/AIDS cases across the country.

He emphasised the importance of collective
responsibility in tackling these pressing issues
and ensuring the well-being of all Fijians.

Furthermore, President Ratu Naigama
encouraged traditional leaders to engage with
their people and ensure that families are well-
informed about these social ills.

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka and the
Cabinet Ministers were also in attendance.

i

Surveyors from the Ministry of iTaukei Affairs doing field work in the demarcation of village
boundaries for iTaukei land. Photo: SUPPLIED

By PRASHILA DEVI

ORMALISING village

boundaries presents multiple

benefits for landowners as

it eradicates possibility of
land disputes thereby helping maintain
peace, law and order but there is another
window of opportunity.

In any development, access to finance
plays a vital role in its success and the
demarcation of land boundaries through
the Global Positioning System (GPS)
Survey carried out by the Ministry of
iTaukei Affairs is a step in the direction
of improving accessibility.

Ministry permanent secretary, Pita
Tagicakirewa, said villagers can apply
through Fiji National Provident Fund to
build their house and extension through
their FNPF eligibility if they reside
within the village boundary.

The Ministry has completed 65 per
cent of the field work and currently
the provinces of Ba, Nadroga/Navosa,
Serua, Namosi, Naitasiri, Kadavu, Ra,
Tailevu and Rewa have been surveyed
and mapped into the GIS systems.

“A village boundary is determined
by the land-owning units where the
village resides. Under the guidance of
the land-owning units the boundary is
demarcated, and sworn by oath to be
reserved as the village boundary. The
boundaries are than gazetted by law to
maintain law and order, harmonious

Tagicakirewa said.

Furthermore, he said, the landowning
unit has the authority to minimise
or expand the village boundary
according to their wishes and
unforeseen circumstances in terms of
land development and leases.

The village boundaries, Mr
Tagicakirewa added, are surveyed
with the use of GPS and pole system,
and once surveyed the boundaries are
stored in a software called pen map.

“The use of GPS provides efficiency
and improved the accuracy of the
village boundary. The boundaries can
be accessed online. The boundaries
are further integrated into the GIS
system to be readily available to the
landowning unit and office use,” he
said.

The  paramount  reason  for
undertaking the GPS survey and its
impact on the communities are as
follows:

i) To ensure that traditional leadership
is upheld, respected and protected;

i1) Maintain law and order, harmonious
and peaceful living in the village.

iii) Ensure that hygiene, sanitation
and environmental standards are
maintained;

iv) To preserve, safeguard and
strengthen leadership, culture,
tradition and the vanua and to
encourage community responsibility.

Ministry does

HE Minister for Housing and Local

Government, Maciu Nalumisa, met

with the Electoral Commission

recently as the preparatory works
for the Local Government Elections are
underway.

The Ministry has welcomed the continuous
support from the Electoral Commission and
the Fijian Elections Office with respect to the
anticipated Local Government Elections.

“The Ministry of Local Government has been
collaborating with the Electoral Commission
on the fundamental aspects of the Local
Government Elections in accordance with the
requirements under the Local Government
Act 1972. The Electoral Commission has
been committed to providing the necessary
assistance and approvals on the Ministry’s
requests to ensure all the processes are
complied with,” Minister Nalumisa stated.

He also mentioned that the meeting
was imperative since the ministry had

the opportunity to discuss the number of
councillors that will be allocated to the
different wards in the 13 municipalities.

“The Ministry, in coordination with the
Fijian Elections Office and the Electoral
Commission, ought to carry out consultations
in terms of the proposed changes to the

I ?

number of Councillors for each municipality,”
Minister Nalumisa said.

“The consultations should include the
residents/ratepayers, political parties, youth
groups, municipal councils, and relevant
stakeholders. The consultations will allow the
ministry to understand the concerns and needs
of the stakeholders better.”

“Needless to say, the consultations will
ensure a fair and transparent process whereby
the voices of the stakeholders will be taken
into consideration prior to the implementation
of amended policies,” said Minister Nalumisa.

The meeting was an opportune time for the
ministry and the commissioners of the Electoral
Commission to discuss the recent reforms to
the Local Government Act 1972 in relation
to the elections, Draft Local Government
Elections Regulations and the rationale for the
changes to the number of councillors for the
respective municipal councils that range from
small, medium and large councils.

The Ministry remains positive about carrying
out the Local Government Elections, as
initially promised to the people of Fiji.

(Source: Ministry of Housing and Local
Government)
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Minister for Housing and Local Government, Maciu Nalumisa has welcomed the assistance and support of the
Electoral Commission towards preparatory works for the Local Government elections. Photo: SUPPLIED

and peaceful living in the village,” Mr
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PM Rahuka opens Labasa office
for Multi-Ethnic Affairs Ministry

-

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka officially opens the Ministry of Multi-Ethnic and Sugar Industry Labasa
office as Minister Charan Jealth Singh looks on. Photo: SUPPLIED

N A move to further strengthen the govern-
ment services in the Northern Division,
Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka officially
opened the new Ministry of Multi-Ethnic
Affairs and Sugar Industry Office in Labasa this
week.
The opening of the new office underscores the
Coalition Government’s commitment to fostering
inclusivity, supporting multi-ethnic communities,
and enhancing the sustainability of Fiji’s sugar in-
dustry.
In his official address, PM Rabuka emphasised
the importance of the ministry, considering the
multi-ethnic nature of the nation’s communities
and the development of our sugar industry.
PM Rabuka asserted that the Government will

continue to acknowledge the contribution of
various ethnic communities to Fiji’s development
from colonial origins to its current status.

“We are morally obligated, to look after the less
fortunate or the disadvantaged groups in our na-
tion. We will continue to do it, as long as the Co-
alition Government is in place,” he said.

The office, located at Macuata House, will facili-
tate policy implementation, community engage-
ment, sugar industry development and administra-
tive support.

The event was attended by sugarcane farmers,
business owners, multi-ethnic groups, and gov-
ernment representatives.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)

Prime Minister and Minister responsible for Public Enterprise, Sitiveni Rabﬁka, shares

)

a light moment with officials from Telecom Fiji at the launch of the Telecom Fiji’s Fiber
Optic Extension project in the North. Photo: SUPPLIED

Thousands of Fijians i

have access to high-speet connectivity

HOUSANDS of Fijians

in Vanua Levu can now

access high speed internet

and  enhanced  digital
connectivity following the launch of
Telecom Fiji’s Fiber Optic Extension
project recently.

The new project further
strengthens Fiji’s telecommunication
infrastructure, fostering economic
growth, and improving access to
essential services such as education,
healthcare, and business opportunities
in the Northern Division.

Prime Minister and  Minister
responsible for Public Enterprises,
Sitiveni Rabuka, highlighted that

reliable communication connectivity
as essential for economic growth,
education, and disaster resilience.
“The ceremony marks a milestone
for the people of Vanua Levu and Fiji’s
backbone network capacity provider
— Telecom, in reinforcing high speed,
resilient and scalable connectivity
between Savusavu and Labasa and
more-so, a giant leap forward for Fiji,
in our shared aspirations for a more
connected and prosperous future,” PM

Rabuka said.

The fiber optic extension project is
part of Telecom Fiji’s five-year fiber
investment plan and represents a $10
million commitment to improving Fiji’s
digital infrastructure.

The Prime Minister commended
Telecom Fiji and its project partners
for their leadership and collaboration in
delivering this critical infrastructure.

With this new development, PM
Rabuka also encouraged all Fijians to
use digital connectivity responsibly to
support Fiji’s growth and prosperity.

The project consists of two phases; the
first phase covers the fiber route from
Labasa to Seaqaqa, and the second phase
extends from Seaqaqa to Savusavu fiber
route, which connects to the Savusavu
Cable Landing Station.

The project underscores the Coalition
Government’s commitment to bridging
the digital divide and ensuring that even
our most remote communities, have
access to the opportunities that digital
connectivity provides.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)

HE Fijian economy is on a steady growth
trajectory, supported by key government
initiatives aimed at fostering a more
business-friendly environment.
These were the sentiments of the Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Trade, Cooperatives,
Small and Medium Enterprise and Communications,
Manoa Kamikamica, at the launch of the New
Zealand Overseas Trading Corporation (NZOTC)
Switchboard Division at the Tanoa Hotel this week.
DPM Kamikamica said the Coalition Government
recognises that businesses are the engine of
economic growth and it was committed to ensuring
that they have the necessary support to thrive.
“The Government has introduced major reforms
to simplify processes, reduce bureaucracy, and
enhance efficiency.”
These reforms include the streamlining of business
registration into a one-stop platform, reducing
delays and making it easier for entrepreneurs to
start new ventures, as well as the digitisation of
licensing and permit approvals, ensuring that
businesses can operate without unnecessary
administrative hurdles.
DPM Kamikamica noted these reforms are aimed
at attracting investment, promoting innovation,
and ensuring that businesses, large and small,
have the opportunity to contribute to national
development.
“Business is a critical driver of employment, and
companies like NZOTC are at the forefront of
providing opportunities for Fijians.”
“With every expansion, new jobs are created,
skills are enhanced, and our workforce becomes

more competitive. The government remains
committed to supporting businesses that invest
in local talent, provide training opportunities, and
drive economic empowerment.”

DPM Kamikamica stressed that for the Fijian
economy to thrive, collaboration between the
Government and the private sector is essential,
and the Coalition Government is committed to
working hand-in-hand with industry leaders to
create policies that support growth while ensuring
that standards are upheld.

(Source: Ministry of Trade, Cooperatives, SME
and Communications)

| BE

Schnieider 8

Smart Residentia
|

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-operative, Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, and Communications, Manoa Kamikamica
at the launch of the New Zealand Overseas Trading Coporation (NZOTC) Switchboard Division in Nadi. Photo: SUPPLIED
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By AZARIA FAREEN

HE island of Cicia situated

in Lau has been maintaining

its organic status since it was

declared as the first island in the
Pacific to be an organic island by the year
2013.

This was due to a collective call from
the village elders and the villagers to ban
the use of fertilisers and chemicals on the
island in 2006.

Susana Yalikanacea, 67, who lives in
Cicia, said that people living on maritime
islands need to be more aware of their
surroundings and make use of what the
land has to offer.

Originally from  Ono-i-Lau, Mrs
Yalikanacea studied at the Fiji College of
Agriculture and was posted to Cicia for her
first job in 1981.

“When my three-year term finished, I
decided to stay back and work on the island
without any promotion or increment as I
had fallen in love with a local and we got
married in 1985,” she relayed.

“I would provide training in different
islands and in 2011, I went to Mua in
Taveuni to run the whole nut processing
unit which was also used to provide training
to copra farmers to produce better quality
coconut by-products,” she reflected.

“The Cicia Soqosoqo Vakamarama
women’s group does traditional handicraft
and last year we had funding from
the Women’s Fund Fiji to undergo a
12-month program to revive our traditional
knowledge, skills and art and craft by
utilising all the available natural resources
on the island,” the President of the group

added.

Mrs Yalikanacehe said that before,
grandmothers and mothers used to make
Masi but now only a few islands in Lau
are doing Masi making so they are trying
to revive it by making the traditional black
soot used for printing tapa as it is authentic.

“We use candlenuts to produce the soot
because when you use it, it sticks as it is a
bit oily and lasts forever but a lot of people
are creating the black soot from burning
old tyres which smudges on the tapa,” she
revealed.

“We also make handicrafts out of coconut
husks which are called magimagi, weave
mats and sell them and therefore instead
of relying on processed products including
food, we utilise whatever is around us,”
she said.

“We make dilo oil as there are a lot of
candlenuts on the island which we make
good use of and at the same time instead of
relying on assistance we make use of what
is available.”

“My husband is 76-years-old and he
makes handicrafts from coconut husks
(magimagi) and he earns money from it,”
she added.

The former agriculture officer said that
she has taught the women on the island and
the province to produce their own products,
pack it, label it and sell it. They are bottling
their own virgin coconut oil now and
selling it via Facebook and transporting it
by boat or plane.

“We are able to make good profit as
a 100ml bottle of dilo oil is sold for $40
while I sell one litre for $300 and its retail
price is $400, while all our products are
pure and organic with nothing added to it
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67-year-old Susana Yalikanacea at the National Women in Agriculture Symposium at the Grand

to dilute its quality or potency,” she said.

“We have a new group coming onto
the island so we need to guide them and
strengthen our teaching ways to maintain
the organic status and if we are to drive
traffic to our organic production on a big
scale and to maintain it then we need to
have some assistance in terms of funding.”

“People need to value the importance of
remaining on land and start making use of
the raw natural resources that are readily
available to them.”

Pacific Hotel. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

“I would like to urge the women staying
at home to make use of their skills and
produce something which can help them
make money but above all ensure that it is
of good quality and continue to develop on
your skills,” Mrs Yalikanacea advised.

“I am also grateful to the Government
for bringing us to the National Women in
Agriculture Symposium and recognising
the women for their contribution in
agriculture,” she added.

Women of southern Lau play their
partin rehulldlng nNost TG Rae

By VILIAME TIKOTANI

HE womenfolk of Komo Island, part of
southern Lau Group, have not let the recent
devastation caused by Tropical Cyclone Rae
put damper on their income generating spirit

nor have they sat around awaiting assistance.

They have moved on with the restoration work and are
doing their part in the rebuilding process after TC Rae.

Takayawa Watikoro, 56, is the head of the women’s
group on Komo island.

When the Government joint operations team visited her
island, Mrs Watikoro along with other village women
were weaving mats inside the women’s group hall.

According to her, TC Rae destroyed most of their crops
and plants which they used to make mats and also coconut
trees which they used to make artefacts as a source of
income generation.

But they have moved on with their life despite the
damage done and slowly began to rebuild their lives and
restore their village.

“After TC Rae as you can see, it also took away with it
our source of income from the coconut trees which is the
magimagi,” Mrs Watikoro said.

“This also included the destroying of our pandanus
(voivoi) plants which is used to make kie or dry leaves to
weave into mats for homes and also for sale.

“All of these we used to use for source has been
destroyed.”
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Women from the island of Komo in southern Lau Group weaving mats to help with the rebuilding efforts in the aftermath of Tropical

Mrs Watikoro, however, said that women of Komo will
continue to gather what they can from whatever was
spared by TC Rae to help them rebuild their lives.

She is also reaching out to people of Komo in southern
Lau for assistance in any form.

In the village of Udu, on the island of Kabara which
shares the same district with Komo, village deacon Ilaitia
Lutu said they too have started to rebuild their village

Cyclone Rae. Photo: VILIAME TIKOTANI

from the remnants of what was spared from TC Rae.
Kabara is well known for its traditional builders and
craftsman and renowned for making of Fijian artefacts
and handicrafts like mats, tanoa or huge Fijian bowls used
for mixing grog or sometimes used to mix food salads.
Mr Lutu acknowledged the hand of assistance which
has reached their island in the remote location
within the Lau group.

Friday March 28, 2025



phone: 3301806

email: news@moc.gov.fj;
E @FijiRepublic;

0 Fiji Government;

e  wwwfijigovfj

©

by working with its
development partners.

At the Government level,
Minister Kiran explained,
significant  strides  were
made in institutionalising
gender response planning
and budgeting across whole

“This effort is amplified

Whole of Government approach: Minister Kiran ofgoemment

Voice of women in Parliament...Minister for Women, Children and Social Protection, Sashi Kiran flanked by her

By PRASHILA DEVI

equality and

ENDER

empowerment of women are
not only fundamental human
rights but also powerful

fellow women Members of Parliament. Photo: SUPPLIED committee.  Our
and other key government

drivers to secure equitable economy and
sustainable development.

Minister for Women, Children and
Poverty, Sashi Kiran, highlighted the
progress the Government has achieved in
programs linked to women empowerment

by the institutional capacity
development initiative or
ICD led by the ministry
which works across
government sector to build
necessary technical skills
on application of technical
tools including  gender
analysis, gender responsive
planning and budgeting,”
she added.

On the policy front,
Minister Kiran said next
month Fiji will participate
in the Pacific Technical
Corporation CEDAW
(Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination Against
Women) sessions scheduled
to take place in Suva during
the week starting April 7,
2025.

“Fiji alongside Solomon
Islands and Tuvalu will
have an exchange with the
ministry

agencies are currently

preparing to defend Fiji’s CEDAW report.”
“This marks a critical opportunity for
us to showcase our progress in advancing
women’s rights while also identifying
areas for further improvement in line with

international best practices.”

Closer to home, Minister Kiran elaborated
on how the Government has prioritised
the implementation of the National
Action Plan to Prevent Violence Against
all Women and Girls which outlines a
comprehensive whole of government and
whole of population approach to stop to
stopping violence.

The ministry, she said, through NAP
Secretariat has been working to disseminate
messaging on the prevention of violence
as well as support available for women
and girls who experience violence which
includes technology facilitated gender-
based violence.

Furthermore, the Minister says they
are working with key stakeholders to
develop women’s economic empowerment
national action plan as an indication of
government’s strong commitment towards
unlocking the economic potential of Fijian
women and girls.

This will ensure the interconnected
issues and challenges that hinder women’s
economic participation and financial
independence are addressed with extensive
consultations held since June 2024 focusing
on critical areas such as entrepreneurship,
labour force participation, access to finance
and social protection for women in both
formal and informal sectors.

The ministry is currently conducting final
validation and approval processes and
hopes to complete this by May this year.

Minister Kiran was speaking in Parliament
this month a few days prior to the
International Women’s Day celebrations
on March 8, an occasion that brings into
the spotlight crucial issues in the area of
socio-economic empowerment of women
and the 2025 IWD theme ‘“Accelerate
Action” fell in step with this.

Lawal Pottery showcased at Women's EXno

By AZARIA FAREEN

HE women potters of the Lawai Pottery
Village in Sigatoka were provided with an
opportunity to showcase and sell their pottery

at the 2025 Women’s Expo, which brought
together around 400 women artisans from around the
country.

The 22-member Naboumahimahi Women’s Club is well
known for its time-honoured pottery-making techniques -
a heritage passed from one generation to the next.

Vani Ragoli, a potter from Lawai village who is
originally from Nadi, said that she was married into the
village where she learned the tools of the trade.

“I have been doing pottery making for the past 18 years
and we teach the children this unique skill as well,” Mrs
Ragoli said.

The potters, including the elderly take pride in
maintaining their age-old traditional ways to earn money
and cater to the tourists when they visit the village.

“We do a village tour when the tourists come to the
village and it also gives them the opportunity to buy their
choice of pottery which they can take as a souvenir,” she
highlighted.

“Making and selling pottery is our main source of
income and we start the process with getting the clay
from the creek and then mixing it with sand.”

“For Nadroga, plates and kava bowls are the most
renowned items that we produce and we call it Sadare,”
she added.

Mrs Raqoli said that they put the pottery out in the sun
and let the wind dry it for a few days. The big pots take
between two to three weeks if the weather is good and if
the weather is bad then it takes about 3 to 4 weeks to dry.

“We then continue with an open fire baking and we don’t
use any wheel or machine to assist us in the process,” she
relayed.

The authentic, handmade souvenir is then glazed with
eucalyptus sap after it is baked.

“This is the third year that I am attending the Women’s
Expo. We managed to do good sales in the previous two
years but there have been less customers coming to our
booth this year,” Mrs Raqoli said.

o
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Lawai village pottery maker Vani Raqoli on far left with members of the Naboumahimahi Women’s Club at the Women’s Expo at the

“We brought a variety of kava bowls, big pots in
different sizes, plain necklaces, fruit bowls, little animal
souvenirs, bracelets and earrings - all made out of clay.”

“Our product is very unique in Fiji because there are
only three villages in Sigatoka that does pottery making
and another village in Rewa,” she added.

“The major problem that we deal with is advertising our
products and I would like to request the Government for
assistance in getting our products to a proper market so

Vodafone Arena. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

that the villagers can also have a steady income stream,”
Mrs Raqoli appealed.

The Naboumahimahi Women’s Club has a Facebook
page called Lawai Potter Naboumahimahi where they
take orders for all items.

Mrs Raqoli advises that those who have left school can
also tap into their creative side and take up on making
handicrafts as it is a good trade to be in and they can make
money as well.

Friday March 28, 2025
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society: Sashi Kiran

By AZARIA FAREEN
UR foremothers, their
struggles and  triumphs

including the activists who
have worked and passed on
were remembered for their contribution
towards the society and the country as a
whole to mark International Women’s Day.

The Minister for Women, Children and
Social Protection, Sashi Kiran, shared a
powerful message on ‘Rights, Equality,
and Empowerment as she highlighted the
importance of fair play for women.

“Gender equality and the empowerment
of women are not only fundamental human
rights, but also powerful drivers to secure
an equitable economy and sustainable
developments across all aspects from
inclusive growth to a peaceful society,”
Minister Kiran said.

“While we recognise the incredible
achievements and contributions of women
in every walk of life, we acknowledge that
there is a lot of work ahead of us to ensure
every woman and girl no matter where
she comes from and what challenges she
faces is empowered to live her life of
dignity, free from violence and filled with
opportunities.”

“In our nation we know that the struggle
for gender equality is ongoing whether
our women live in rural, maritime or
urban centres and for those living with
disabilities or older women, challenges are
further exacerbated,” she added.

Minister Kiran highlights that women
carry the weight of unpaid care work,
nurturing families, managing households
and ensuring the wellbeing of future
generations but their contributions often
go unnoticed, yet these contributions are
the foundation of the society.

“We must create a world where women’s
work is not only acknowledged but
supported and where equal pay and
equal opportunity are the norm, not the

exceptions,” she said.

“For instance, women who work in
the construction, trade and science are
breaking glass ceilings yet have to struggle
to get recognition and some even face
barriers to business registration,” Minister
Kiran highlighted.

“Every woman should have the chance
to succeed and thrive in the workforce
with the freedom to make choices about
her career, her future and her life,” she
said.

“Gender based violence including
online abuse and cyber bullying pose a
devastating and pervasive threat that robs
women of their safety and their dignity.
We must do everything in our power to
support survivors, build a culture where
violence is not only condemned but
completely irrigated.”

“We recognise the need to establish
support groups for those who have
suffered and economic pathways for
women faced with gender violence,” she
added.

Minister Kiran calls on the community
leaders to take responsibility and set up
prevention committees in the communities
to protect young girls and women from
violence being perpetrated in the society.
There needs to be assurance that women
have access and support for emotional,
mental and physical health.

“While we fight against reproductive
cancers, we must ensure that young
mothers have care and support to deal
with postpartum, aging women have care
for menopause related health services and
older women are protected from abuse,”
she advised.

“Each one of us can take responsibility
to do our part. We also need to work on
supporting women’s leadership including
on boards and in politics. Whether in
the government, business or community
organisations, women bring unique
perspectives, strength and wisdom that are

With safety and security of the vulnerable section of society- women, children, elderly and the disabled- in
mind the Ministry of Women, Children and Social Protection engages and collaborates with important
stakeholder such as the Fiji Police Force. Seen here, Ministry permanent secretary, Eseta Nadakuitavuki,
together with other staff visited to the Commissioner of Police, Rusiate Tudravu, at the Fiji Police Force

essential to the decisions that shape our
world.”

“We must continue to break down the
barriers that keep women from rising to
leadership positions,” she added.

The Fiji Government has embraced

gender responsive budgeting - a
commitment that ensures the public
policies and resources are aligned with the
needs of women and girls .

“Our investment in women’s rights,
their education and their health will pay
dividends for generations to come while
we have a National Disability Policy,
National Action Plan on Prevention of
Gender-Based Violence and are working
on a National Action Plan on Women’s
Economic Empowerment,” Minister Kiran
said.

“It is important that these policies are
put into practice at all levels. Our Ministry
will be supporting and strengthening
women’s forums at district level to ensure
that we listen to the voices of our women
and that our programs and policies reach
the grassroots through these forums.”

headquarters. Photo: SUPPLIED

“Let us not forget that the fight for gender
equality is a shared responsibility - men and
boys must stand beside us not as spectators
but as partners in this movement and must
be part of the solution,” she added.

Minister Kiran stressed that when men
and boys commit to standing up against
violence to respecting women’s rights
and to breaking down harmful gender
stereotypes, they help create a world
where equality is the foundation, not an
aspiration.

“On this International Women’s Day, let
us commit to creating a future where the
rights, equality and empowerment of every
woman and girl are not distant dreams but
living, breathing realities,” she urged.

“I call on every woman to help lift each
other up and be the support for another
woman because together we can build a
dream of an equitable society.”

“Let this day fuel our commitment to
Fiji, where gender equality is not just a
goal but a lived reality for all,” she added.

|

“On this International Women’s Day, let us commit
to creating a future where the rights, equality and
empowerment of every woman and girl are not distant
dreams but living, breathing realities,” Minister for
‘Women, Children and Social Protection, Sashi Kiran,
urged.

Girls stepping into their new roles as school prefects
at Ratu Ravuama Vunivalu Memorial School. From
left- Fipi Lagilagi Vueti, Priscilla Faith Vueti,
Elizabeth Vueti and Leilani Hope Vueti.

Photo: SUPPLIED
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60 - 80 percent crops damaged hy TG Rae

By VILIAME TIKOTANI

LOSE to 80 per cent of

agricultural crops in the

Lau Group were damaged

in the wake of Tropical
Cyclone Rae.

This was relayed by one of three
teams assigned by the Ministry of
Rural and Maritime Development
to carry out damage assessment and
ration distribution in the greater Lau
Group in March.

Upon returning from this assignment,
Cluster 3 leader, Osea Ravukiravuki,
while highlighting some of their
findings, said TC Rae damaged most of
the crops on the ground which included
dalo, cassava, breadfruit, bananas and
fruits.

“Some of the islands were resilient in
planting crops for the cyclone season
which is really a lesson learnt for
the other islands in the Lau Group to
prepare well before the cyclone season.

Team  Agriculture representative
for Cluster 3-Southern Lau, Sepesa
Lesivakayawa, said that after doing

their assessments, they have realised
that most of the crops affected were
breadfruits, bananas, cassava and
coconuts.

However, those islands that prepared
for the cyclone season and planted
cyclone resilient crops like yams and
sweet potatoes, are managing well.

“I can say that 80 percent cassava has
been destroyed but for yams and kawaii
kumala which are cyclone resilient
crops, they are still good to go for
another six months,” Mr Lesivakayawa
said.

“But bananas and breadfruits were
severely damaged.”

Ministry of Agriculture officials
on tour also distributed seedlings to
affected villagers and farmers to plant.

“This will cater for the time they have
lost plants to TC Rae by planting these
seedlings.These includes vegetable
seeds and kumala cuttings which
farmers will plan using a nursery to
enable them to supply for the whole
village,” Mr Lesivakayawa said.

Close to 80 per cent of agricultural produce and vegetation were flattened to the ground in the wake of Tropical
Cyclone Rae. Photo: VILIAME TIKOTANI

Govt’s relief ration distribution and
assessment post-TC Rae concludes
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The multi-agency response team tasked with ration distribution and damage assessment during one of the deliveries to parts of southern Lau Group.

By VILIAME TIKOTANI

HE Government’s
joint operation post
Tropical ~ Cyclone
Rae to the Lau group
of islands concluded after 21
days for the three government
vessels assigned to the task.

In early March, the Ministry
of Rural and Maritime
Development and Disaster
Management assigned three
teams to cover the greater Lau
group.

These consisted of Cluster
1 which was assigned for
Yasayasa Moala which has
islands of Moala, Matuku and
Totoya and also Vanuavatu and
travelled on MLC Vunilagi, a
government barge.

Cluster 2 was assigned to
islands of Cicia, Vanua Balavu,

Tuvuca, Nayau and Lakeba and
travelled also on a government
barge, MLC Veivueti.

Cluster 3 which travelled
on MV Iloilovatu combed
the islands on the Southern
part of the Lau group, which
included Oneata, Moce, Komo,
Namuka-i-lau, Kabara, Fulaga,
Ogea, Vatoa and Ono-i-lau.

Provincial administrator—Lau
Province, Iakobo Waqanidrola
said that the whole intention
of the operations was to reach
out to the Lau Group with
relief assistance and supplies
as well as carry out a detailed
assessment on the damage
sustained.

“Basically, this is to support
the community of Lau with
initial damage reports which
recorded 80-90 per cent and
also conducting of a detailed

damage assessment of the
different sectors.”

“The relief assistance and
supplies consisted of standard/
basic food items such as
sugar, rice, dhal, flour with
some tinned food, milk and
other items like hygiene packs
supplied by stakeholders like
Red Cross and Empower
Pacific.”

Cluster 3 was last of the
teams that reached Suva after
visiting and delivering to nine
islands in the Southern part
of Lau and team leader, Osea
Ravukivuki, acknowledged
the collaborative work carried
out by various agencies
from government and non-
government.

He also reiterated
Government’s commitment to
supporting these communities

Photo: VILIAME TIKOTANI

as they recover, focussing
on accessibility and timely
assistance.

“The successful mission
showcases the strength of
government partnerships in
disaster response, ensuring
vulnerable communities are
supported in times of crisis,”
he said.

“The Military, our team
from Red Cross and Empower
Pacific and the government
agencies - Ministry of Health
and Medical Services, Ministry
of Agriculture, Department of
Energy and the Water Authority
of Fji.

Despite the difficulty in the
weather, Mr Ravukivuki was
grateful that the team managed
to complete all its assigned
work on time

RFMF engineers
plays huge role
in the delivery of
relief supplies

By VILIAME TIKOTANI

THE Republic of the Fiji Military Forces
(RFMF) engineers play a crucial role in the
delivery of relief supplies, particularly in
the aftermath of natural disasters or during
humanitarian crises.

Their expertise in engineering, logistics
and disaster management helped ensure
that aid got to those that needed it most in
an efficient and timely manner.

This was the case when earlier this month
a group of RFMF engineers, who were part
of a government joint operations, played an
instrumental role in the deployment of relief
supplies and gathering a detailed damage
assessment in the aftermath of Tropical
Cyclone Rae in the Lau Group

They assisted in the setting of staging
areas for relief supplies at the Ministry
of Rural and Maritime Development and
Disaster Management Top Yard in Walu
Bay where all the food, water and supplies
were packed before transhipment to the Lau
group via MV lloilovatu, MLC Vunilagi
and MLC Veivueti government barges.

RFMF engineering officer, Solomone
Ledua said the core role for their deployment
into the joint operations was to ensure the
distribution of the food rations directly to
those that need it most in all the islands in
the Lau group.

Mr Ledua said that this is part of their main
core role which they have been assigned for
from Blackrock in Nadi.

“Ensuring that all the affected in the islands
receive the rations that the government and
the NDMO have given. These are main
core responsibility of our team that we have
been carrying out this week.”

“And we are also helping out other
government officials that are travelling on
the trip mostly with the logistical part of the
work especially rations and helping with the
manual work or carrying loads of rations.”

“The only challenge for the team is mostly
weather based making it difficult to offload
the ration packs from the MV Iloilovatu to
the small boat and on to the island. Other
than the distance traversed, it wasn’t much
of a challenge for our team.”

Friday March 28, 2025
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The villagers of Kumi Village in
Verata, Tailevu, will no longer face the
challenge of accessing clean drinking
water during dry spells, thanks to newly
provided water tanks that will guarantee
a reliable water supply year-round.

The villagers’ long-awaited wish
was fulfilled as they gathered in
celebration. Minister for Rural and
Maritime Development and Disaster
Management, Sakiasi Ditoka, officially
handed over 11 water tanks, ensuring
the village has sufficient water supply
throughout the year.

Photos: WANSHIKA KUMAR
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‘Recycling is no longer an
option—it is a necessity.’

This was the comment made
by Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Trade, Cooperatives,
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises, and Communications
Manoa Kamikamica at the Global
Recycling Day celebration at
Churchill Park in Lautoka recently.

Photos: WANSHIKA KUMAR
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Twenty-four (24) communities across

the Pacific will benefit from the Kiwa
EMPOWER Regional Project, officially
launched in Suva by the Minister for
Environment and Climate Change,

Mosese Bulitavu, recently.

The
Positive Outcome in Water, Ecosystem,
and Resilience (EMPOWER) Project
aims to enhance community resilience

Engagement Mobilisation for

by empowering local populations
to address climate change impacts

through nature-based solutions (NBS).

Photos: SUPPLIED

Deputy Prime Minister And Minister
For Trade, Co-Operatives, Micro,
Small And Medium Enterprises
Manoa Kamikamica said new export
opportunities and employment could
be created by leveraging Fiji’s strategic
location as a trade hub for the Pacific.

DPM Kamikamica made this comment
while speaking at the launch of the FMF
Finest Premium Ceylon tea recently.

Photos: WANSHIKA KUMAR
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First sports facility in
to adopt recycling

F ® 00
By WANSHIKA KUMAR

HURCHILL Park has made

history, becoming the first

sports facility in Fiji, and the

entire region, to implement
a  comprehensive  sustainable  waste
management program.

This was made possible through the launch
of the ‘I Recycle’ program at Churchill Park
by the Pacific Recycling Foundation in
celebration of Global Recycling Day earlier
this month.

Speaking at the event, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Trade, Cooperatives,
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, and
Communications, Manoa Kamikamica,
emphasised that recycling was no longer an
option but a necessity.

DPM Kamikamica said with increasing

environmental challenges, urbanisation, and
growing consumerism, it was essential to
ensure that sustainability remained at the core
of the national development agenda.

“This is a groundbreaking achievement that
sets a benchmark for other sporting venues,
public facilities, and business establishments
across the country,” DPM Kamikamica
stated.

He urged all sports organisations, public
venues, and private sector partners to also
integrate sustainable waste management
practices into their operations.

“Through the Pacific Recycling
Foundation’s ‘Connecting the Dots” strategy,
Lautoka has demonstrated how a city can
successfully implement structured waste
management solutions that benefit everyone.
I encourage other towns and municipalities to
learn from Lautoka’s success.”

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Tra

de, Co-operatives, Small and Medium Enterprises, and

Communications, Manoa Kamikamica, with stakeholders and guests at the launch of the “| Recycle”
program at Churchill Park in Lautoka. Photo: WANSHIKA KUMAR

DPM Kamikamica said the government was
committed to building a sustainable, resilient,
and diversified economy.

“The Government is focused on
fostering green businesses and sustainable
entrepreneurship to create a balanced
approach to economic growth.”

At the event, DPM Kamikamica also
signed a declaration endorsing PRF’s
Blueprint to tackle the waste management
crisis, which lays out a strategic approach
focusing on advocacy, a collective approach,
empowerment of Collection Pillars of

Recycling, the Look Beyond Movement,
ethical alignment, a regional perspective,
and an academic lens for evidence-based
solutions.

PRF founder Amitesh Deo said recycling
was not just an environmental necessity, but
a social and economic imperative.

Mr Deo highlighted that the launch of
the ‘I Recycle’ program at Churchill Park
was a powerful example of what could
be achieved when government, private
sector, development partners and grassroots
organisations work together.
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Minister for Agriculture and Waterways, Vatimi Rayalu, taking a short tour of the newly opened
Nukuloa Agriculture Station in Ba. Photo: SUPPLIED

ARMERS from the nine

villages and 18 settlements

within the districts of Naloto

and Nalotawa in Ba will
now have easier access to agricultural
services.

This after Minister for Agriculture and
Waterways, Vatimi Rayalu, recently
opened the Nukuloa Agriculture Station
that he called as a “significant milestone
in our shared journey toward sustainable
agriculture and improved livelihoods
for our farming communities”.

“To the 1,030 crop and livestock
farmers who work tirelessly in the fields
of Naloto and Nalotawa —you are the true
heroes of our nation. Your dedication to
the land, your resilience in the face of
challenges, and your commitment to
feeding our communities deserve our
deepest respect and gratitude,” Minister
Rayalu told the farmers gathered for the
opening.

“You are the backbone of this nation,
and it is because of your hard work and
commitment that we continue to thrive
as a country.”

“This new agriculture office represents
far more than just a building. It stands
as a testament to our government’s
ongoing commitment to supporting our
agricultural sector, which is vital for
food security, sustainable development,
and economic growth.”

He explained that the Government
was investing in advanced research,
sustainable farming techniques,
and efficient water management
practices with all these efforts aimed

at enhancing productivity while
safeguarding natural resources for
future generations.

Minister Rayalu added that with
three technical officers stationed at
the new station, the office will bring
essential services closer to the farming
communities and will serve as a bridge
between traditional farming wisdom
and modern agricultural practices,
ensuring that farmers have access to
the know-how, support and guidance
that they need to thrive.

He stressed that the establishment
of the Nukuloa Agriculture Station is
part of the ministry’s long-term vision
to strengthen agricultural services in
this region.

“It will improve the efficiency and
effectiveness of our service delivery
to rural farmers, ensuring our presence
where it matters most — on the ground,
in the farms, alongside you.”

“This office will also serve as a
hub for researchers, agricultural
experts, and the local community to
come together, share experiences,
and exchange knowledge. This
collaboration will not only improve
our agricultural outputs but also
strengthen the bonds within our
communities.”

Now, as an officially recognised
Government  Agriculture  Station,
Nukuloa joins the ranks of other
esteemed agricultural stations across
Fiji, such as Koronivia, Sigatoka, and
Naduruloulou.
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Minister for Multi-Ethnic Affairs and Sugar Industry, Charan Jeath Singh, with recipients of the Multi-Ethnic Grant

By SHILTA SINGH

FTER a lapse of 14 years,

and in line with the Coalition

Government’s mission of

inclusivity through a ‘social
cohesion approach’, the Multi-Ethnic Grant
Program provided assistance to community
groups.

Minister for Multi-Ethnic Affairs and Sugar
Industry, Minister, Charan Jeath Singh,
disbursed $383,900 to a total of 55 applicants
in the Western Division earlier this month.

“As you all know, the Coalition Government
believes in fostering unity and diversity
through engagement at the grassroots level.
One of the first bold initiatives of the Coalition
Government was the re-establishment of the
Ministry of Multi-Ethnic Affairs,” Minister
Singh said.

“Ministries Grant Program has followed
very transparent process and only those that
fell under Ministry’s Grant Call criteria, were
given the approval and every application
was treated with fairness and given equal
treatment,” he added.

President of Shree Sanatan Dharam Malele
Ramayan Kirtan Bhajan Faag Mandali in
Tavua, Rakesh Kumar, expressed his gratitude
towards the Coalition Government’s after the
mandali was given over $6689.

“We have received Multi-Ethnic Grant under
the shed materials program, this will now
enable us to make our own Shed for Religious
Occasions. We used to hire shed for occasions
which was pricey,” Mr Kumar said.

Another recipient, Sigatoka resident, Uma
Kumar, 61, the President of Kulukulu Laxmi
Sanatan Nari Sabha Mandali also expressed

programme. Photo: SHILTA SINGH

gratitude for the support.

The Kulukulu Laxmi Sanatan Nari Sabha
Mandali is a small lady’s group which has been
operational since 1995.

The Kulukulu Mandali has received grant
under the musical instruments program, which
has assisted the ladies to purchase their own
Harmonium.

“I thank the Coalition Government for
giving us support in buying our own musical
instruments, we didn’t have sufficient revenue
to purchase our own instruments, so we used
to borrow musical instruments from other
groups,” Mrs Kumar said.

“Now we can encourage all women and gitls
to learn and play instruments on their own,”
she added.

The Minister also highlighted that those who
have missed out on the grant opportunity this
time due to late applications can reapply for the
next round.

The grant disbursements were for the
following projects:

e Fencing

e Water Management

e Equipment’s

*  Musical Instruments

*  Accessibility

. Renovation

e Shed Materials

e Retaining Walls

e Learning and Development

e Religious Idols

Grant will be provided to community
organisations in other divisions.

Friday March 28,2025
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Vuya Bakery helps villagers to make an early start

By JACKSON TUVICI

HE people of Vuya in Bua will
no longer need to travel miles to
buy bread.

This is after Vuya Bakery was
recently opened in Bua and has proven to
be a great help for the people, especially
when they want to have an early breakfast.

The bakery project was made possible
through the assistance from the Ministry
of i-Taukei Affairs Trust Fund and was
opened in 2024 by the Assistant Minister
for i-Taukei Affairs, Isikeli Tuiwailevu.

The bakery is being operated under a
cooperative run by 25 members of Vuya
village.

Vuya Cooperative chairperson, Elia
Mataniravioga said that they identified
the need for a bakery in the village since
it would be convenient to most of the
villagers especially for those who start their
day in the early hours of the morning.

“They invited us to a workshop in Suva
where they gave us the assistance,” Mr

Mataniravioga explained.

The assistance from the iTaukei Trust
Fund included a breakdown of all building
materials needed to establish the all bakery
with the total funding of more than $10,000.

The bakery not only caters for the people
of Vuya but also supplies bread and other
products from the bakery to stores in
Nabouwalu.

Ilisabeta Gasau, said that the demand for
products from the Vuya Bakery especially
bread was high and of good quality.

“Our customers keep coming to ask where
we can find the buns or where can we find
more cheese loaf from. So, we can see
that the demand is very high and we thank
the people of Vuya for their bakery which
has enabled the supply of bread and buns
and other products to be sold in stores in
Nabouwalu,” Ms Gasau said.

The Vuya Bakery began by baking bread
and bun and now have expanded into
baking slice bread, cheese loaf and coconut
rolls.

Plans are also underway to expand the

Government for its assistance that has
enabled the cooperative to earn within the
village.

cooperative by establishing a canteen
within the village that would potentially
create more employment.

Mr Mataniravioga thanked the Coalition

e 1

Vuya Bakery supplies bread and other baked goods for those wanting to have an early start to
their morning. Photo: JESE TUISINU

By JACKSON TUVICI

HE Rural Housing Assistance
Program supports the housing
needs of rural and maritime
communities, prioritising
those permanently residing in villages,
rural settlements, and non-urban areas.

One such recipient is a village elder from
Kilaka in Bua. (Tomasi Tavakatoga).

Mr Tavakatoga describes being selected
as a rural housing recipient a blessing as
he received close to $9000 to help fund
the construction of his house.

“I first heard about this assistance

_ e
Assistant District Officer, Bua, Savenaca
Tuidrodro in front of Rural Housing assistance

recipient Tomasi Tavakatoga’s newly
constructed home. Photo: JESE TUISINU

Officer, I was able to successfully apply
for the housing assistance and I was
even happier when I received news that
my application was successful,” Mr
Tavakatoga said.

Ministry of Rural and Maritime

MINISTRY OF MULTI-ETHNIC AFFAIRS AND SUGAR INDUSTRY

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
Northern Division Girmit Descendants (85 Years and Above)

The Girmit Commemoration will be held from 10% - 12" May, 2025 at Subrail Park,
Labasa. This significant event honours the legacy of the Girmitiyas, who arrived in Fiji
under the indenture system.

To celebrate, recognize and honour the senior Girmit descendants who continue to

Development’s Assistant District Officer
Bua, Savenaca Tuidrodro said that the
recipient and his family were happy
to hear about their housing assistance

since these homes under the housing
scheme are built to withstand category 5
cyclones.

He adds that as the District Officer,
he will continue to reach out to those
vulnerable families in the Bua Province
who wish to apply and he would also
guide them with their application.

from the Assistant District Officer who
explained to me about the housing
assistance,” he said while recounting
how he learnt of the assistance under
the Ministry of Rural and Maritime
Development.

“I was happy to hear about it and with
the assistance of the Assistant District

By JACKSON TUVICI

HE lack of access to clean drinking water has been a never-ending issue
in most parts of Fiji.
For far too long, the villagers of Saulo in the province of Bua have faced
water issues especially for the elderly but their woes are finally over as the
Government stepped in with an assistance of $35,000.

The village of Saulo comprises of around 50 families including children which is
why the village elders took it upon themselves to look for a water source to cater for
the villagers especially those who a vulnerable.

The Turaga ni Yavusa of Saulo said that the first initiative to build a water source
was funded by the villagers but did not last very long.

This did not deter the villagers to keep pushing for a better water source until their
prayers were answered.

Ministry of Rural and Maritime Development’s Assistant District Officer Bua,
Savenaca Tuidrodro said that he had received a request letter to provide financial
assistance towards the Saulo Water Project.

“We had received a letter of request from the villager’s requesting assistance and
carried out the first phase but it did not eventuate as expected. So, we initiated phase
two which was to have water tanks placed on higher grounds so that there would be
a constant water supply to all households,” Mr Tuidrodro said.

Villagers of Saulo are forever grateful for the timely assistance by the Coalition
Government that has enabled them to have access to clean drinking water.

uphold the Girmitiya legacy, the Ministry of Multi-Ethnic Affairs and Sugar Industry invites
Expressions of Interest (EOI) to identify descendants aged 85 years and above residing in
the Northern Division (Vanua Levu and Taveuni). This is a special opportunity to pay
tribute and acknowledge their invaluable contribution towards our shared heritage and
their role in preserving it for future generations.

Eligibility Criteria:
The Applicants must:
1. Be 85years old or above as of 1** January, 2025.
2. Beadescendant of Girmitiya.
3. Provide documentary evidence to verify age (e.g., birth certificate, statutory
declaration, or other official records).
4. Not have been a recipient of an award from the past Girmit Commemoration
events.

How to Apply:
Interested individuals or their representatives are requested to submit their Expression of
Interest in writing, together with the following details:

e Fullname of the Girmit descendant.

o Date of birth.

o Contactinformation of the applicant and nominee (emailaddress, phone number,

and residential address).
e Proof of age and Girmit ancestry.

Where to Submit:
e Email: deokunal3@gmail.com
o Postal Address: P.O. Box 2016, Government Building, Suva

Submission Deadline:
15" April, 2025

For further information or assistance, please contact Mr. Kunal Barman at 9983040 or
3383155.

Ms. Reshmi Kumari
Acting Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Multi-Ethnic Affairs and Sugar Industry
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Fiji henefits from
Pacific Diplomatic
Training Programme

1JI through the Fiji Ministry of

Foreign Affairs (MFA) and the

Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat

(PIFS) has been ably represented
at the third cohort of the Pacific Diplomatic
Training Programme.

This is a five week block introductory
level course sponsored by the New
Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Trade (NZMFAT) through its Manaaki
Scholarships scheme and managed by
Education New Zealand (ENZ).

The cohort of five participants comprising
of four MFA staff and one from the PIFS
successfully graduated upon completion of
five weeks course that had the first three-
week block training held in Wellington,
New Zealand from November 18 to
December 6, 2024.

This was followed by two-week block
training held in Suva, Fiji and then Apia,
Samoa from March 10-21, 2025.

Fiji’'s MFA conveyed its appreciation
to the New Zealand Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Trade and the New Zealand
High Commission, Suva, Fiji for their
support and facilitation.

The initiative reflects on New Zealand’s
commitment to capacity building amongst
the many great collaboration and support
it continues to provide to Fiji through the
Duavata Partnership.

Fiji joined the Pacific Island nations in
participating in this programme which
provides foundational skills in diplomatic
tradecraft that will be useful throughout
the lifetime of a diplomatic career and also
builds an important network of diplomats

(L- R) Edwin Naidu, Rhoda Banner, Vilimaina Nakalevu and Luke Letewale of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs together with Emele Bovoro (centre), staff of the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS) with their
certificates at the graduation ceremony held in Apia, Samoa. Photo: SUPPLIED

from across the Blue Pacific region who
can work together on the current and future
priorities of our countries.

Its outcomes are focused on strengthening
capability in diplomatic tradecraft for
Pacific Foreign Affairs officers, improve
service delivery and performance at an
organisational level, improve the ability
to transact regional business across a

range of foreign policy issues, strengthen
relationships between New Zealand and
Pacific Departments of Foreign Affairs and
related agencies.

The programme was first piloted in
October 2023.

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs, Lenora Qeregeretabua, Ambassador Extraordinary, Plenipotentiary
of the Republic of Latvia to the Commonwealth of Australia and to New Zealand and Special Envoy

to the Pacific, Margers Krams and Foreign Affairs permanent secretary, Dr Raijeli Taga together with
representative from government stakeholders and senior government officials pose for a group photo,
following the Roundtable meeting on the Legal Implications of Sea-Level Rise: Insights from the
International Law Commission held at Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Photo: SUPPLIED

HE Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Fiji (MFA) this week convened
first roundtable discussions on
the legal implications of the
sea-level rise with insights shared from the
International Law Commission (ILC).

The talanoa session with the respective
regional and national stakeholders aimed
to foster a meaningful dialogue on the legal
dimension of the sea-level rise, ensuring that
Fiji and broader Pacific region was well-
equipped with the necessary legal tools to
safeguard their sovereignty and rights on the
global stage.

The first of such initiative spearheaded
by Fiji has been supported by the Embassy
of the Republic of Latvia and the German
Konrad Adenauer Foundation.

Itenabled them to engage into conversations
focused on the legal implications of sea level
rise in an effort to examine national position
on the sea level rise and how this could
shape Fiji’s engagement on key thematic
multilateral discussion on climate change,
ocean, environment, fisheries and other
crosscutting themes like renewable energy,
disaster risk reduction.

The discussions emphasised that as Pacific
Island nations are at the frontline of climate
crisis, understanding the legal ramifications
of sea-level rise is crucial for effective
policy formulation, diplomatic engagement,
and regional advocacy.

Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Lenora Qeregeretabua acknowledged the
collective commitment by the stakeholders
to understand the evolving international
legal discourse on sea level rise and its
implication for Fiji and Pacific Island states.

She highlighted the impacts of sea-
level rise on the livelihood of the local
communities in Fiji and the need to
contextualise the issue through such
dialogue to determine ways we can best
address it through consolidated efforts.

Special Envoy of Latvia in the Pacific,
Ambassador to Australia and New
Zealand, Margers Krams highlighted that
Latvia highlighted on issues of particular
importance to the Blue Pacific Continent
and our shared vision and contribution to
address these challenges.

These includes issues ranging from
climate change, to ocean and environmental
degradation, to socioeconomic development
to education and health.

He said Latvia welcomes and
closely follows the International Law
Commission’s deliberations aimed at
clarifying the impact of sea level rise on
statehood.

And that in this regard, Latvia has
endeavoured on this very project by
bringing its legal expertise to the
Pacific Island region on implications of
international law related to sea borders and
sovereignty issues due to climate change.

Professor Martin$ Paparinskis is Latvia’s
first-ever representative at the International
Law Commission.

As a member of the ILC’s Working
Group on Sea-Level Rise in Relation
to International Law, he has actively
contributed to discussions on the law of the
sea, statehood, and human rights.

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

PRUN speaks at the UN on International
nav for the Elimination Of Racial
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Fiji's Permanent Representative at the United Nations (UN) in New York, Filipo Tarakinikini, delivers
a statement as the chair of the Asia Pacific Group, at the General Assembly Hall in observance of the
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. Photo: SUPPLIED

rs Permanent
Representative at the United
Nations (UN) in New
York, Filipo Tarakinikini

highlighted that the fight against racism
is crucial to achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals and ensuring that no
one is left behind.

In delivering Fiji’s statement at the
General Assembly Hall in observance of
the International Day for the Elimination
of Racial Discrimination, he asserted
that the Asia-Pacific Group remains
firm in its commitment to eliminating
all forms of racial discrimination and
encourages continued cooperation in
promoting dignity, equality, and human
rights for all.

He delivered this statement as the Chair
of the Asia Pacific Group of Member
States in New York for the month of
March.

Ambassador Tarakinikini reaffirmed
the Asia-Pacific Group’s collective
commitment to addressing racism, racial
discrimination, xenophobia and related
intolerance in all its forms.

Ambassador ~ Tarakinikini  further

expressed Asia-Pacific Group’s joint call

for the UN Member States and partners
to consider, developing a comprehensive
time bound national Action Plan to combat
racism and racial discrimination including
anti-discrimination legislation and policies.

Importantly, in view of the international
legal frameworks and global commitments
in place, such as the Universal Declaration,
the International Convention on the
Elimination of all Forms of Racial
Discrimination, and the Durban Declaration
and Program of Action, Asia-Pacific
Group encourages all the UN Member
States to consider, ratifying the relevant
Conventions and Frameworks including
the implementation of their obligations and
commitments.

This year marks the 60th anniversary
of the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination. Ambassador Tarakinikini
underscored the urgency for the UN
Member States to develop national action
plans, implement anti-discrimination
policies, and ratify and uphold international
legal commitments to end systemic racism
and discrimination.

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)
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Fiji’s cinematic landscape
set to transform with new

amendment bill

By JAMIL SULEMAN

HE  Cinematographic  Films

(Amendment) Bill 2025 seeks to

enhance film accessibility while

maintaining  proper  viewing
standards.

Attorney-General, Graham Leung,
while introducing the bill in Parliament
during the March sitting, explained that it
proposes significant amendments to the
film classification system under the existing
Cinematographic Films Act and aims to
reinstate the Parental Guidance (PG) rating
that many families have long relied upon.

“For decades, cinemas have been an integral
part of our communities, bringing families
and friends together to share in the joy of
storytelling through film,” he stated.

The A-G noted that following a review by
the Film Board in 2019, a more stringent
approach to film classification led to the
unintended elimination of the PG rating,

which previously allowed children aged 6 to
12 to enjoy films under the supervision of a
parent or guardian.

The absence of the PG rating has,
according to the A-G, effectively barred
younger audiences from enjoying films that
would have fallen under this classification,
restricting access and choices for children and
families alike.

“Without this classification, many films are
rated Restricted (R13), preventing children
under 13 from watching them, even with
adult supervision,” he emphasised.

The proposed amendments are aimed
not only at restoring the PG rating but also
at empowering parents to make informed
decisions about their children’s entertainment
in today’s digital age.

“In an era where children can access
movies at their fingertips through streaming
platforms, it’s more crucial than ever for
parents to guide their viewing experiences.”

By reintroducing the PG classification

Audience enjoying a film at the Suva International Short Film Festival 2024 held at the Damodar City
Cinemas. Attorney-General Graham Leung, while speaking on the Cinematographic Films (Amendment)
Bill 2025, said “For decades, cinemas have been an integral part of our communities, bringing families
and friends together to share in the joy of storytelling through film”. Photo: SUPPLIED

under section 13 of the Act, the A-G believes
families will regain the ability to enjoy a
wider array of films together.

He further assured that this amendment
would provide clarity to the cinema industry,
enabling them to showcase a greater selection
of films without inadvertently restricting
access for younger viewers.

Alongside reinstating the PG rating, the
amendment also redefines the term ‘““adult”
as anyone aged 18 and over, aligning legal
definitions with contemporary societal
standards.

This change seeks to standardise film
classification and exhibition guidelines,
making them clear and consistently applied
across the industry.

To ensure a seamless transition to the new
classification framework, amendments to
Regulation 2 of the Cinematographic Films
(Classification) Regulations 1972 will also
be implemented, thereby mitigating any
administrative challenges for stakeholder
groups within the film industry.

The bill was passed in Parliament.

Sugar Amendment Bill to
address ailing industry iISsues

Minister for Multi-Ethnic Affairs and Sugar Industry, Charan Jeath Singh, shares a light moment with the
Secretary-General to Parliament, Jeanette Emberson during the March sitting of Parliament.

By WANSHIKA KUMAR

HE sugarcane production has
drastically fallen from 3.2
million tonnes in 2006 to just
1.3 million tonnes in 2023.

Minister for Multi-Ethnic Affairs and
Sugar Industry, Charan Jeath Singh,
revealed this while contributing to
the debate on the Sugar Industry Act
(Amendment) Bill which was later passed
on the floor of Parliament.

Minister Singh highlighted the various
support initiatives provided to farmers
to sustain the industry, but also raised
concerns over growers’ inability to openly
voice their issues to the Sugar Cane
Growers Council.

“We all are aware that the sugarcane
farmers are the backbone of the country
and have contributed immensely towards
nation building over many years.
However, their cost of production has
increased many folds over the past decade.
Considering the financial difficulties of
the farmers, the Ministry is requesting
the Government to consider continuing to
provide budgetary support to Sugar Cane
Growers Council to meet administrative
costs for next three years,” Minister Singh
said.

“This will ease some burden off the
farmers and allow the farmers sufficient
time to adjust to levy deductions.”

Once passed and implemented, Minister

Photo: SUPPLIED

Singh said the bill would allow growers’

elections to be conducted every four years
under the supervision of the Industrial
Commissioner.

“The quadrennial election will minimise

the cost of conducting elections and allow
efficient and effective service delivery

by the elected councillors to the growers.
Once the bill is passed, the farmers across
all the 38 sectors will get the opportunity
to elect their councillors and select the
best candidates to serve the Council.”

Some of the benefits introduced in the
amendment of the Act through the bill
includes:

- Provision to facilitate the reinstatement
of the process of election of members of
the Sugar Cane Grower’s Council;

- Provision to allow farmers to resolve
their grievances and issues through their
Council that will be appointed through a
democratic process;

- Provision for sugarcane growers
to voice out their concerns without
interference from Government;

- Provision to enhance harmony amongst
the sugarcane growers;

- Restore respect for growers, enhance
commitment and boost their confidence in
the industry; and

- Enhance productivity and increase
overall cane production by efficiently
resolving conflicts and challenges faced
by farmers related to their farms.

Transparency and
Accountability Bill

By JAMIL SULEMAN
N AN  effort
to revamp
governance in
Fiji, the Attorney-

General, Graham
Leung, announced
the  introduction  of
the Transparency and
Accountability Bill

before Parliament earlier
this month.

The proposed legislation
seeks to establish an
Accountability and
Transparency Commission
(ATC), a crucial initiative

Attorney-General, Graham Leung, on his way to the Parliamentary
chambers during the March sitting. Photo: SUPPLIED

intended to enhance the accountability of public officials and foster a culture of good

governance.

The A-G emphasised that the bill comes 12 years after the urgent need for increased

transparency was first identified.

“This bill is crucial and long overdue,” he stated.
“It demonstrates this Government’s unwavering commitment to not only promoting
but strengthening good governance, reducing corruption, and rebuilding trust among

our citizens.”

The A-G noted that the ATC, in conjunction with the already proposed Code of
Conduct Bill and Access to Information Bill, will usher in a new era of institutional

governance in Fiji.

“The commission will ensure that public officials are held accountable for their
actions, leading to fairer treatment of people,” he said.

“When citizens can clearly see how decisions are made and how funds are allocated
and spent, their confidence in government and public institutions will be significantly

strengthened.”

The establishment of the ATC aligns with Pillar 3 of Fiji’s National Development Plan
for 2025-2029, which focuses on good governance.

Additionally, it reflects the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 16, which
advocates for peaceful and inclusive societies, access to justice for all, and the creation
of effective, accountable institutions at all levels.

“The implementation of this commission will not only enhance accountability but also
promote the principles of justice and fairness within our communities,” the A-G noted.

“It is a vital step towards ensuring that our government is not just a governing body
but a trusted partner in the development and well-being of our people.”

The A-G urged his fellow lawmakers to support this pivotal initiative that promises to
reshape the landscape of governance in Fiji for the better.

The bill was passed in Parliament.
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A-G advocates for
unity and change

By JAMIL SULEMAN

HE Attorney-General, Graham
Leung has emphasised the
importance of unity, social equity
and resilience.

Inresponding to the address by the President,
Ratu Naigama Lalabalavu, during the opening
of the 2025 Parliamentary year, the A-G drew
attention to the critical role of the younger
generation, echoing the President’s assertion
that they are the future of this nation.

He asserted that education must be the
foundation for nurturing future leaders,
advocating for a school curriculum that
emphasises civic values, human rights, and
the principles of tolerance and compassion
within Fiji’s multicultural framework.

Addressing the challenges of governance,
the A-G acknowledged the weight of
expectations placed upon the Government.

As part of the government’s legislative

“The responsibility of leading
anation is never easy,” he
remarked, affirming the
government’s commitment to
transparency, accountability,
and meaningful change
for the people of Fiji.

agenda, the A-G highlighted the plan to
create a robust integrity and accountability
framework that ensures ethical conduct
among public officeholders.

This, he elaborated, includes introducing
a long-overdue Code of Conduct Law to set
clear standards for public servants.

The A-G also shared insights from his
recent tour of Kadavu, where he observed
significant neglect in infrastructure and public
services, compounded by the threat of climate

Attorney-General Graham Leung with Member of Parliament, Lynda Tabuya, head into the Parliamentary

change and economic limitations.

He expressed hope that future budgets
would address these pressing issues, asserting
that the people of Kadavu deserve greater
attention and support.

On the topic of climate change, the A-G
reiterated the Government’s commitment
to advocacy and leadership in international
forums.

He praised Fiji’s impactful participation at
the recent COP29, emphasising successful
negotiations to secure funding for climate

chambers. Photo: SUPPLIED
initiatives.

The A-G also highlighted Fiji’s
involvement in crucial legal discussions at
the International Court of Justice concerning
climate obligations, urging the international
community to protect human rights and
ensure a liveable future.

As he concluded his address, he reiterated
his support for the motions before Parliament,
urging collective action and commitment
toward a brighter future for all Fijians.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad, with Assistant Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Lenora Qeregeretabua make their way into the Parliamentary chambers during the March

By WANSHIKA KUMAR

EPEALING the Audit Act

1969, Parliament recently

passed the Audit Bill 2024

which recognises the Office
of the Auditor-General (OAG) as an
independent office and protects the
Auditor General and staff.

Speaking in Parliament, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Finance
Biman Prasad said while the Audit Act
1969 recognised the duties and powers
of the Auditor-General, the Audit Bill
2024 further recognised the OAG as an
independent office and the general role of
the Auditor-General.

“The amendment or the Audit Bill
2024 is a huge improvement. The last
amendment was in March 2006, so it has
been a while before this has been looked
at. Times have changed, there are new
imperatives that come into auditing in
terms of Government finances, value for
money, accountability and transparency in
the use of government or taxpayer funds,”
DPM Prasad stated.

“It is also a timely bill because it gives
confidence to our investors, our local
and international partners, whether
you talk about World Bank, ADB

sitting. Photo: SUPPLIED

(Asian Development Bank) and all our
development partners.”

He said the bill recognised the protection
from liability that protects the Auditor-
General, staff of the Office, independent
auditors from being personally liable
for an act or omission in performing a
function under the Act.

“I wish to reiterate that this Bill further
recognised inclusion of the mandate of
the Auditor-General to perform functions
as stipulated in section 152 of the
Constitution of the Republic of Fiji.”

“Inclusion of the authority to conduct
special investigations, performance audits
and compliance audits and report on the
findings of these audits to Parliament;

“An expansion of the laws that cover
reporting on significant matters, that the
Auditor-General wishes to bring to the
attention of Parliament, arising from
audits, special investigations and any
reviews of audits conducted; timing and
publication of reports.

“Procedural fairness whereby any person
referred to in the audit findings is given
reasonable time to comment by which
these comments form part of the Audit
report; and the ability for OAG to carry
out audits on non-public entities upon
request,” DPM Prasad added.
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Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-operatives, Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, and
Communications, Manoa Kamikamica in Parliament recently. Photo: SUPPLIED

By AZARIA FAREEN

HE Access to Business

Funding Bill will now serve

as a testament of the Coalition

Government’s commitment to
address the challenges that Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) face
in accessing finance.

This was relayed by the Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-
operatives, Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises, and Communications, Manoa
Kamikamica in Parliament recently.

“By introducing new alternative
financing mechanisms, we unlock the full
potential of MSMEs which accelerates
innovation, fosters the growth of new
emerging industries, and sparks creative
minds,” DPM Kamikamica said.

“Ultimately, it empowers the people of
Fiji to seize opportunities and become
entrepreneurs,” he noted.

“MSMEs are essential for our economic
development, yet they often face
significant hurdles when trying to secure
the financing necessary to start, grow, and
sustain their businesses.”

“High borrowing costs and stringent
collateral requirements frequently place
financial support out of reach,” DPM

Kamikamica added.

The Reserve Bank of Fiji highlights that
MSME:s in Fiji face a significant financing
gap of approximately $2.2 billion and the
bill seeks to address this critical shortfall
by introducing innovative, regulated
methods of capital raising, such as small
offers, equity crowdfunding and peer-to-
peer lending.

DPM Kamikamica said this bill will
introduce new forms of raising capital,
which is either through equity or debt, in a
regulated manner.

“Instead of reaching out to the general
public, businesses can focus on a smaller
group of investors—people who already
know and trust them such as friends,
family members, loyal customers,
suppliers, or others within their close
business network,” he said.

“By targeting this familiar audience,
companies can streamline the fundraising
process while strengthening relationships
with those who believe in their vision.”

“With this bill, we will be enabling our
businesses —both new and established —
to innovate, grow, and actively contribute
to our economy as when our entrepreneurs
succeed, we all succeed as a nation,” he
added.
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By WANSHIKA KUMAR

RTIFICIAL intelligence

(AD) has become the new

go-to for students to get the

work done easily and faster,
whether it be long essays or complex
mathematical problems, the solution is
laid out within a few clicks.

To fight this growing influence of Al on
students, Dudley High School principal
Sanjay Prasad has advised teachers to |
adopt a smarter approach. ik

Mr Prasad said teachers needed to
redesign their teaching strategies and
assessments to limit students from using
Al tools such as ChatGPT.

“I think we have to work smart now,
and we have no doubt that children or
teachers out there, can be smarter than
us but I think we have to now look at
our own assessment tools, strategies,
so that we can know how best we can
assess our children, and that we are not
manipulated by the Al that they use in
everything that they do.

“I think it’s just a matter of awareness,
how much we are making our
communities, especially our parents,
making them aware of what is there and

what is right and what is not right so if Participants at the National Consultation Workshop on ICT in Education Policy held at Novotel in Lami
Bay earlier this month. Photo: WANSHIKA KUMAR

that part is done, I think we are making

good progress in terms of ICT education
in schools, and that’s a way forward.

He acknowledged the Government for
playing its role by formulating relevant
policies and laws to make education
sector more inclusive and successful.

“So I think the government can look
into legislations, which they are doing
now very well,

human capacities.”
Meanwhile, with the aim of

principals engaged in the
Consultation Workshop on

and also providing of

necessary resources, plus building on

\
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the digital divide in Fiji’s education
system, several stakeholders including
higher education researchers and school

Education Policy on March 13, 2025.

By WANSHIKA KUMAR
bridging
IJI’'S education system is making
significant progress, with numerous
ICT and
projects underway to improve @it
says Commonwealth of Learning Education
Specialist, Technology-Enabled Learning Dr
Sanjaya Mishra.
Commenting on the draft ICT in Education
policy, which was the focus of discussion at the
National Consultation Workshop at Novotel,
Lami recently, Dr Mishra said the policy would
further scale these positive developments and
better support students and teachers.
“In the education system currently in Fiji, a lot of
positive developments are going on. There are a
lot of ICT and education innovation projects in
progress, which need more capacity building and
which needs to be scaled up,” Dr Mishra said.
Acknowledging the Government’s proactive role
in improving the education sector, Dr Mishra
emphasised the need for continued interventions
to overcome the challenge of inequity.
“There are things happening, but it’s not
happening all across the country, some schools
are better equipped, some schools are not
equipped so there is a need for that, that’s one
thing.
“The second thing is the capacity of the teachers
needs to be improved a lot in the whole process,

education  innovation
National

ICT in

]
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Assistant Minister advic

Assistant Minister for the Office of the Prime Minister, Sakiusa Tubuna with students of Ratu Kadavulevu School in Tailevu after handing over

By VILIAME TIKOTANI

TUDENTS of Ratu Kadavulevu School (RKS)
were encouraged to identify their goals in life in
the earlier part of high school life so that they
start working towards it.

This was the advice sounded by Assistant Minister at the
Office of the Prime Minister, Sakiusa Tubuna, officiated
at the handover new desktop computers worth more than
$36,000 recently.

The handover of the new desktop machines is expected
to assist students with their computer classes and generally
with academic qualification at secondary school level.

Asst. Minister Tubuna, a former scholar from the late 70s
to mid 80s era, encouraged the students to work hard and
to achieve their purpose of study in the institution.

“Do not be complacent when you are here, look for
something meaningful to lay your hands on, read books

desktop computers. Photo: PRASHANT SINGH

and read more books.

“First of all, set your targets for the year and within it
your individual goals for the term and the time you will
be here in this school. Start thinking about what you want
to do in life and follow it up with the necessary study plan
to execute this plan from when you begin at Form 3 (Year
9), don’t wait until you reach Form 6 (Year12) to do this.”

Assistant Minister Tubuna encouraged the current crop of
students at this prestigious Government institution to bring
about positive outcomes especially in their academics.

“We want to hear the news of the school that is positive
and that students have passed their academics with good
results. If you win the Deans that its good news but the
Deans, we have won it many times and no other school has
proven themselves with the dean’s trophy like RKS.

“But when we hear of the students passing their exams
that is exemplary because this is the purpose of you coming
to study at this institution.

es RKS students

so that’s the big thing.

“The ministry is organising workshops regularly,
but more needs to be done and more teachers
need to be involved in this process, taking care of
the regional balance and participation of women
in the training program and encouraging them to
be strongly involved in the ICT integration and
teaching.”

The ambition to provide meaningful, accessible
education thatmeets the needsofall studentsliesat
the heart of the People’s Coalition Government’s
vision for education, and integration of ICT in
education is a core pillar of this vision, aiming
to ensure that all learners regardless of their
geographical location or socio-economic status
can access the tools, knowledge, and resources

“That is the reason your parents send you here to come
and study and work hard.

Asst. Minister Tubuna shared with students that only
two per cent of students coming out of the Deans Rugby
system make it big with professional contracts abroad.

“Government pours million into education annually
including this school to ensure that you students are taught
and kept well at school.”

“One day you will go out from here to lead and be leaders
in your own field in the country. So don’t be complacent,
don’t allow any time to be passed by aimlessly, be
purposeful.”

Friday March 28,2025
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speak openly on HIV/
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The President, Gone Turaga Bale na Tui Cakau, Ratu Naigama Lalabalavu, during the traditional “Vakasenuganuga” ceremony hosted by the Vanua o Lalagavesi in Somosomo Village in Taveuni earlier

By NANISE NEIMILA

HE President, Gone Turaga
Bale na Tui Cakau Ratu
Naiqama Lalabalavu, urged
chiefs during the Cakaudrove
Provincial Council meeting to speak
openly with their people on a matter of
great concern- HIV/AIDS.
President Ratu Naiqama advised the
traditional leaders to “openly talk with
your families, your mataqali, your
village and especially your children,
about the issue of intravenous drugs use
(IDU) and that it is fueling the national
HIV outbreak”
“We must learn to dialogue openly with
each other — only then can we address
these challenges in our mataqali, our
families, our churches and villages”
“HIV/AIDS is a major concern in our
country, and the national outbreak of
HIV cases clearly show the alarming

scenario before the nation”

He urged the chiefs of Cakaudrove
to confront head-on the escalating
incidence of intravenous use of hard
drugs like methamphetamine or “ice”
and increased illegal drug cultivation in
their vanua.

President Ratu Naigama reminded the
chiefs that the current HIV outbreak
in Fiji was being fueled by illicit
intravenous drug use (IDU), through
sharing of needles and other risky
behaviour including the practice of
‘bluetoothing.

“A member of our family, our mataqali
or village who injects drugs and shares
used needles is 29 times more likely to
contract HIV than someone who does
not inject drugs. The data collected by
the Government clearly reflects this.”
He said, “out of the 1093 positive HIV
cases from testing conducted between
January to September 2024, only 52 per

cent (572 cases) have been successfully
linked to receive health-care - this
means that 48 per cent are not receiving
anti-retroviral medicines that will save
their lives”

He emphasised that “HIV is no longer
a death sentence, and with adequate
treatment, people living with HIV can
lead a normal life - they can work,
play, study and attain a degree from the
university, get married, have children
who don’t have HIV, run businesses and
companies, and live a long, happy, and
prosperous life”.

“Despite the proven effectiveness of
antiretroviral medicines, out of 115
HIV-related deaths recorded in the
same timeframe (Jan-Sept 2024), 29.6
per cent or 34 deaths were of individuals
diagnosed in 2024. These 34 deaths
were unfortunately late diagnosis.”
“People who are at risk are not
coming forward to be tested due to

this month. Photo: NANISE NEIMILA

stigmatization and discrimination. We
must show compassion and encourage
testing so they can get life saving
antiretroviral medicines,” he said.

He emphasised that “when people have
been tested and know their HIV status
they can then access the anti-retroviral
medicines that will help them live
normal lives, with a career, children and
a long life.

“But the first step is to get tested, be
honest with the medical authorities and
go back for treatment.”

The Head of State urged the chiefs to
“act now because the HIV outbreak
is not only a health issue, it can
potentially become an economic and
developmental issue if we don't act
now’.

The meeting of the Bose Vanua o
Cakaudrove was held at the Vale ni
Bose ni Yasana in the chiefly village of
Somosomo, Taveuni.
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“E suitu tikoga ni bula
vakailavo ena Yasana o
Macuata na dovu.”

“Keimami sa mai gunuva
na wai ni gunu savasava’
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Bisinisi

Meda yadra na marama
iTaukei ena cicivaki
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Suka Lesu o NASA Kin

Na Paraiminisita ni noda vanua Hon Sitiveni Rabuka kei ira nai vakalesilesi ena kena suka lesu na NASA kina Fiji Airports Limited Taba: Fiji Government

ra laki vulagi dokai nai
liuliu ni noda matanitu Hon
Sitiveni Ligamamada Rabuka
ena kena vakayacori na sa

lesu ni NASA mai na Mataivalu ni noda
vanua kina Tabana ni Vuka ena noda
vanua(Fiji Airports Limited).Na NASA
e a taukena tu na Mataivalu ni noda
vanua e na 1987 ena ruku ni Acquisition
Land Act , ena kena tokoni na kena
taqomaki na noda rara ni waqavuka
kei na nodra vuli na mataivalu ni noda

vanua.

“Nikua eda mai solia lesu tale kina na
veika oqo kina Fiji Airport Limited ena
kena tokoni na veivakatoroicaketaki na
kena I tuvatuva”

“E na noda mai marautaka nikua na
soqo bibi oqo , eda vakavinavinakataka
talega nai taukei ni qele oqo kei na kena
veiliutaki , ka da vakavinavinakataka na
ena kena raici tiko na gele ma baleta na
rara ni waqavuka e Nadi, ka sa umani
kece kina na vanua o Viti”.

Era vakaraitaka talega na vakanuinui

vinaka kina Airports Fiji Limited

nina laveti cake tale kina dua nai
vakatagedegede ka na mai vakacavari
kina na veiqaravi oqo. E vakaraitaka na
Vunilewa ni Airports Fiji Limited o Mr
Mesake Nawari ni 0qo esa dua na veika
vinaka ena kauta mai na bula sautu ena
noda vanua .

“Na vakatulewa ni kena vakalesui tale
na NASA ena ruku ni veiliutaki ni Fiji
Airports e tiki ni veidinadinati ena kena
vakatoroicaketaki na veika me baleta na
veitosoyaki ena noda veitikotiko”

“Na veivakatoroicaketaki oqo me vaka

na NASA esa dua na tikina bibi ena
kena vakavou na veiqaravi ena noda
rara ni waqavuka ka laveta cake tale na
veiqaravi tale eso”.

“Sa vakadeitaka na Fiji Airports me
vakarautaka nai yaya ni veiqaravi
vinaka duadua mena taqomaki kina
na lewenivanu era vuka mai kina noda
vanua vaka kina vei ira na biuta na noda

matanitu.

Vurevure ni Tukutuku: Fiji Government
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Olra na marama ni Nalserelagl ena Ioma ni Yasana era marautaka tiko na kena sa tekivu mera gunuva
ka vakayagataka na waini gunu savasava. Taba :Katarina Nagarase

Na kena I karua sai koya na kena dau

Talanoa: Katarina Naqarase

dua na siga taleitaki ena koro
ko Naiserelagi ka vaka kina nai
tikotiko ni yasana e Dadamu
ena vuku ni kena sa vakadro-
droi vinaka na wai ni gunu. E dua na
leqa era sotava sara tiko sai koya na
kena dau leqa na wai ena nodra I tiko-
tiko. E vakaraitaka e dua na marama ka
vakawati mai ena koro ko Naiserelagi o
Alitia Nakabea na totoka kei na cecekia
ni veiqaravi ena vuku ni kena nanumi na
nodra bula na lewenivanua ena Yasana
o Ra.
“Keimami dau leqa tu mai ena loma ni
vica vata na yabaki, ena kena leqa tu mai
na meimami wai, mataka lailai sa dau
dola na wai oya na wai keimami dau
gunu tiko kina e dola ga mai na 8 ka sogo
tale ena 10 na kaloko”
Era kuria ni levu na dredre era dau sota-
va na lewenikoro vakabibi oira na mara-
ma ena vuku ni kena qaravi na vuvale.
Vugqa na gauna era dau qai dau savasava
ga nisa dola na wai, so na gauna era sa
dau kauta saraga na nodra I sulu kina
uciwai voleka mera laki savasava kina.

maca na wai era sa dau gole sara kina
koronivuli e Saivou District se i Nanu-
kuloa ena kena gadrevi me gunuvi na
wai ni gunu savasava.

“Keimami vakavinavinaka vakalevu
ena vuku ni kena sa mai dolavi na wai
ni gunu vei keimami, ka keimami kila ni
keimami sa guniva na wai ni gunu sava-
sava’.

E mai dua talega na nona i vakamacala
na Turaga Ni Koro e Naiserelagi o Su-
liasi Nasau ka vakavinavinakataka tiko
na vuku ni kena sa mai dolavi na wai
e Naiserelagi ena vuku ni veitokoni mai
na matanitu, na Fiji Water ka vaka kina
na Rotary Pacific Water for Life Founda-
tion. Na koro ko Naiserelagi esa dau so-
tava talega eso na dredre ka ra duanaka
era gadreva sai koya ena vakadaberi e
dua nai drodro(Evacutaion Center)

Na veivuke oqo e vakarurugi ena ruku
ni Rural Wash Programme ka tiki tiko
ga ni kena vakatoroicaketaki na bula ni
lewenivanua. E dodoliga talega mai kina
na Fiji Water Foundation ka vaka kina
na Rotary Pacific Life Foundation.

:Tabacaka-

Vurevure ni Tukutuku
caka Ni Bula

ra siko vanua nai vakalesile-
si ni Tabana ni bula ena yas-
ana o Lomaiviti ena veiyan-
uyanu ena Yatu Lomaiviti
ena loman ni 3 na macawa. E ratou
gole kina Yanuyanu o Gau, Koro ka

vaka kina na yanuyanu o Motoriki
kei na koroturaga makawa o Levuka.
Era veisiko tiko ena vica na tikina
bibi sai koya na
«Na nodra sikovi na veikoronivuli
«Ra dikevi vakavuniwai na
lewenivanua ena mate dewa oqo na
HIV aids
«Sikovi na veikorokoro ena vuku ni
tiko bulabula
«Veisikoena vuku ni veiqaravi vaka
vuniwai ni bati
oVeivakararamataki ena vuku ni
mate sureti
oVakararamataki na gone ena bula
ni veimurimri
Nai tuvatuva e tiko sai koya ,mera na
kua ni guilecavi na kawa Itauki, ka ra
sa cakacaka sara tiko kina vakaguma-
tua nai vakalesilesi.So na gauna era sa
dau vakayagataka na nodra talevoni
mena rawa ni vukea na nodra caka-
caka.

Railesuvi na iTaukei Administration

E sa vakadonua na Bose Yaco ena noda vanua
na revote me baleta na iTaukei Review Report
mai na Evereli kina Jiulai ni 2024. Na kena
mai railesuvi ena vakamatatataka na kena
gadrevi na tokoni na nodra rawaka vakailavo
na iTaukei ka vaka kina na nodra tiko vinaka.
Na kena mai railesuvi oqo esa cavu i kalawa
ena vuku ni toso ki liu ka vakabulabulataki
talega na veivakatoroicaketaki me baleta na

kawa iTaukei.

‘Ainistry of Toukel

Na iTaukei Administration e oka kina na
Bose Levu Vakaturaga, iTaukei Affairs Board, Matabose ni Yasana, Matabose
ni Tikina ka vaka kina na Matabose ni Koro.
E semati taki ira kece mai kina Matanitu Tabacakacaka iTaukei, Tovo kei na

Iyau Vakamaregeti.

Eda mai raica ka vakadinadinataka ena ena kena sa mai pasitaka e vica na lawa
ena noda Bose Lawa , na kena I matai sai koya na

1. Audit Bill - mai na Minisitiri Ni Lavo ena Noda Vnaua

2. Sugar Industry Act Bill- ena Minisitiri ni Suka

3. Land Transport Amendent Bill-ena Minisitiri ni veiqaravi, Draki kei na

Veilakoyaki.

4. Access to Business ena Minisitiri ni Veivoli kei na Vakatubu Bisinisi.
5. Cinematograpic Films Amendment bill -

Vakabibitaki na kena vakayagataki nai tatarovi

Talanoa: Katarina Naqarase

sa mai tavoca na Tabacakacaka
ni Bula ena noda vanua na po-
rokaramu ni kena vayagataki
nai tatarovi(Condom) na noda
vanua e na vuku ni kena laurai nisa tubu
sara tiko nai wiliiwli ni mate ca ni veiya-
covi na HIV Aids/ ka sa tiko sara na kena
I wiliwili ena 1093 me yacova mai ena
yabaki oqo. E vica sara na tikina bibi e
vakaraitaka nai vukevuke ni Minisita ni
Bula o Hon Penioni Ravunawa.
“Mai na Janueri kina Seviteba ni 2024 e
laurai ni 1093 na lewenivanua era vaka-
dikevi ka sa tiko vei ira na manumanu
somidi ni HIV AIDS, e kawai sara kina
na matanitu baleta na mate oqo e tarai
ira na yabaki 15 me yacova na 35"
E kuria ni laurai e levu sara tiko nai wili-
wili ena wasewase e loma ka sa sega ni

tiko dei na Tabana ni Bula ena kena
tavoci na sasaga 0qo, mena rawa ni
vukei ira kina na lewenivanua ena
nodra kila na sala eso e rawa ni muri
mena walia kina na leqa oqo. Na noda
matanitu esa karua ni matanitu ena
Wasa Pasivika enai wiliwili era sa tau-
vimate. Era kuria ni sega ni tukutuku
meda doudou taka se meda marautaka
ai tukutuku sa dodonu meda kawai
kina na leweni vanua e Viti.

“Sa vakamamasu na Tabacakacaka ni
Bula, na veisoqosoqo na veimatalotu
kece ena noda vanua vaka talega kina
na veivanua ni veiliutaki ena noda
vanua lomani o Viti ena veitikotiko va
koro, yasana , vakamatavuvale meda
rawa ni yadrava na nodra bula na lu-
veda ka meda veitalanoa taka vaka-

"
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levu na veika eso me baleta na dewa ni Naj vukevuke ni Minisita ni Bula 0 Hon Penioni Ravunawa ena kena tavoci na kena vakayagataki nai

mate ca ni HIV AIDS”.

tatarovi(National Condom Campaign). Taba: Fiji Government

Vakaraubuka, 28 ni Maji 2025
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Talevi na Yasawa Balahalavu ena kena WYunautaki tiko na
Vakayagataki Qele kei na Vakaduri Bisinisi ni Kawa iTaukei

Na turaga Vunilewa ni Matabose ni Qele Maroroi o Solomone Nata kei ira nai vakalesilesi ena veivakaramaramataki vei ira na noda Turaga na itaukei ni gele ena Yatu Yasawa Balabalavu. Taba. Tabana Ni Qele Maroroi

Vakananumi oira na gonevuli
e Lodoni ena bibi ni vuli

Tukutuku:
Qele

urevure ni

Tabacakacaka ni

Maroroi.

E sa mai qaravi rawa na
cakacaka ni veisiko kei na veivakara-
maramataki vei ira na noda Turaga
na itaukei ni gele ena Yatu Yasawa
Balabalavu ena macawa qo; ka ra
liutaka na Turaga Vunilewa ni Mata-
bose ni Qele Maroroi o Solomone
Nata.

Oqo e dua na ilakolako bibi ena kena
sagai me veisemati tale na veiqaravi
ni Matabose ni Qele Maroroi se na
iTaukei Land Trust Board (TLTB)
kei ira na itaukei ni gele ena veidela-
niyavu kece e Viti.

E sala vata tiko na kena laki vakade-
wataki tiko na itukutuku ni kena sa
tosoi cake tale na itagede ni veiqa-
ravi ni Matabose ena kena valuti na
bula dravudravua; ka vakaiyautaki
vakavinaka na noda veivuvale, to-
katoka, mataqali se yavusa mai na
kena vakayagataki sara ga na gele
vaka-iTaukei.

Na veiqaravi oqori e kaya o Nata,
ni sa tekivu me vukea na gagadre ni
kawa iTaukei na TLTB ena kena soli
e dua na uma ilavo ka vakarawar-
awataki kina na kerekere mai vei ira
na iTaukei me ra taura vakadinau e
dua na ilavo me ra tekivutaka kina
na nodra dui sasaga ka cicivaka kina
na nodra bisinisi me baleta na teitei,
saravanua, kei na veika tale eso rawa
ni vakavure iyau vei ira. Oqori e ya-
vutaki toka ena ruku ni pororokara-
mi ka kilai na iTaukei Development
Fund Facility (TDFF) o koya ena qai
laki dolavi me noda bage na iTaukei
(credit facility) ena veimama ni ya-
baki oqo (2025).

Na iTaukei Wealth Fund e varauta-
ka tale tu ga na matabose me baleta
na kena voli mai eso na lisi se valele-
levu ena noda veikorolelevu sa mai
vakacavari tiko na kena lisi; ka sa
soli tiko kina vei ira na itaukei ni
qele na kena galala me ra volia (ke
rawa) — se veivuke na TLTB me ra
volia me nodra.

Sa tiko tale ga na veivuke me baleta
na vuli; ka rawa ni ra ra kerea mai
kina e 40% o ira na luveda ena kena
vakailavotaki na nodra vuli ena
itagede cava ga ni vuli era tiko kina;
ia me tiko na nodra ivotavota ena

loma ni Matabose.

Vei ira na Turaga nai liuliu vaka-
vanua eso, esa vakasukai tale ga mai
na nodra ivotavota ka mai kau laivi
ena dua na gauna sa oti.

Ena vuku ni vuli toro cake ka dredre
me da yacova yani me vaka na vuli
vuniwai, vuli pailate se vuli cava tale
eda sa via toso kina na kawa iTaukei
ena gauna oqo; sa tu vakarau na
Matabose me veivuke kina.

Qai kena ilutua ni sa mai dolava
tale na Matabose e dua na kabani ga
vakataki koya (Qele Maroroi Hold-
ings Ltd) me cicivaka e tolu tale na
kabani lalai me vaka na (i) Kabani
ni Veisemati Vakabisinisi (Joint
Venture), (ii) Kabani ni kena Vaka-
toroicaketaki ni Qele (Land Devel-
opment) kei na (iii) Baqe ni iTaukei
(Credit Facility).

Ena siga Tusiti e mai qaravi rawa
kina na veitalanoa ena tikina o Ya-
sawa ka ra soqoni vata mai kina na
veikorokoro eso ena loma ni vanua
o Vatanitawake ena nodra itikotiko
na Turaga na Tui Yasawa wili kina
na koro o Bukama, Teci, Daloma,
Yasawa-i-rara kei Tamusua.

Ena Vukelulu e qaravi kina e rua na
tikina. E a sikovi na tikina o Nacula
ena nodra itikotiko na Turaga na
Tui Drola kei na Turaga na Ratu
(Yageta). Ena kena yakavi sa qai
sikovi na Tikina o Naviti ena koro
0 Soso na nodra itikotiko na Turaga
na Tui Naviti kei na Turaga na Tui
Marou (wili kina koro o Marou,
Kese, Gunu, Somosomo, Muaira).
E na Lotulevu erau sa qai soqoni
vata mai na Tikina o Waya kei na
Tikina o Viwa ena koro o Yalobi
itikotiko na Turaga na Tui Waya ka
wili kina na koro o Yalobi, Natawa,
Wayalevu kei Nalauwaki. Era a tiko
tale kina na Tikina o Viwa - oqo
e wili tiko kina na koro o Natia,
Naibalebale kei Yakani.

Ena gauna oqo e sa ra talevi oti tiko
e 125 na tikina ena loma ni veiyasa-
na kece e Viti; ka sa qai vo e 67 tale
me na talevi yani.

Era a bau veitomani tale tu ga ena
ilakolako oqo na iTaukei Nalagi na
Momo na Tui Nawaka o Ratu Joeli
Derenalagi me vaka ni ra lewena
tale tiko ga Matabose e Cake ni
TLTB

Nai vukevuke ni Minisita ena Valenivolavola ni Paraiminisita Hon Sakiusa Tubuna ena kena laki soli na veivuke
ni yaya ni vuli vei ira na gonevuli e Lodoni. Taba: Fiji Government.

Vurevure Ni Tukutuku: Fiji Government

ra mai ciqgoma na gonevuli e
Ratu Kadavulevu School ena
Vualiku kei Tailevu na vei-
vuke mai na matanitu ka veito-
koni kina nai soqosoqo ni vuli oti ena
2000(Class of 2000) na kena mai voli na
nodra teveli, desi ka vaka kina na Com-
puter ka tiko na kena isau vakailvo ena
$36,000.
Na veivuke oqo e laurai nina vukei ira
sara vakalevu na gonevuli, vakauasivi
ena kena sa biu mai na Computer Class
ena tagede ni vuli ena gauna nikua.Era
vakaraitaka nai vukevuke ni Minisita
ena Valenivolavola ni Paraiminisita ka
dua talega vei ira siviraki mai ena ko-
ronivuli e Lodoni o Hon Sakiasi Tubuna
ka vakaugqeti ira na gonevuli mera vuki
vakaukauwa ka rawata na nodra dui ta-

kete.

“Kua ni mai vakawelewele e na vanua
0qo, raica e dua naka e bibi mena rawa ni
vukei iko , wilika vakalevu nai vola ena
levu nomu kila ka”.

“Nai matai nika sai koya mo biuta nomu
takete ena loma ni 1 na yabaki , na ka o
gadreva mona rawata ena loma nni dua
nai wasewase ni vuli , sa tekivu bucina
yani qo na veika o vinakata mo na yacova
nio qase mai, tekivu tuvana yani en fomu
3 me yacova na fomu 7”.

Keimamai gadreva me keimami na rogo-
ca na koronivuli oqo nira pasi vinaka na
kena gonevuli”.

E sa veivakadreti talega o Hon Tubuna
vei ira nai tubutubu ena bibi ni nodra to-
koni nai solisoli ena vuli ka vaka kina na
nodra vunauci tiko ena veika eso mera
na muria kei na veika mera na biuta tani.

Vakaraubuka, 28 ni Maji 2025
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“Sega ni dravudravua o
Lalagavesi ena veiliutaki”

FI)l GOVERNMENT

ra osota yani na rara ni ko-
ronivuli e Somosomo na
lewenivanua vakabibi oira na
lewe ni yasana o Cakaudrove
ena vuku ni kena marautaki na nodra
mai cabeta nai tutu lagilagi vakaperes-
itedi ni noda vanua.
Era veitomani tiko na Turaga na para-
iminista ni noda vanua Sitiveni Liga-
mamada Rabuka, Minsita ni Qele kei
na Iyaubula, Hon Filimoni Vosarogo,
Minisita Bula kei na Veigaravi Vaka-
vuniwai Hon Atonio Lalabalavu, Min-
sita ni Veitagomaki kei na Ovisa Hon
Ioane Naivalurua Ka vaka kina oira
na minister veivuke ena vuku ni kena
nanumi nai sema vakaveiwekani ka
vaka kina na Mata ni matanitu o Jina
His Excellency Zhou Jian.
E vica na tikina bibi e vakaraitaka tiko
na Turaga na peresitedi ena vuku ni
vanua o Cakudrove era cavuta tiko ni
Era vakabibi taka tale tiko ena vuku ni
veigaravi vakavanua e mai vakaayacori
nisa dodonu mera sa vuli ena kila nai
sausau vou ni vanua o Lalagavesi.
Era tomana tale tiko ga ena kena sa
kuruseta tu na noda vanua ena gauna
nikua na waigaganiveivakamatenitaki

Vakaraubuka, 28 ni Maji 2025

ka vaka kina na mate dewa oqo na
HIV Aids. Sa vakamamasu kina vei ira
na lewe ni yasana vaka kina na lomani
koro vakaturaga o Somosomo ena
kena valuti na leqa 0oqo mena vanua
sautu na noda vanua.

“ Eda sa via taqgomaka na noda vanua
ena dua nai valu dredre , sasaga toka na
Turaga Minisita ni Ovisa , ena vakan-
uinui tiko ena vanua au na tataunaka
vei kemudou na turaga ni vanua ni
yadrava naka oqo sa tasoro mai sa
vakadomobula na kena kaukauwa”.
Era vakabibi taka talega na bibi na
kena veitokoni na lotu ena kena tuta-
ki na veivakatoroicaketaki ena noda
vanua. Era vakaraitaka nisa dodonu
mera veitokoni ena kena valuti na mate
0qo kevaka e sega e sana tao kecega na
veika eda sasaga taka tu me bula kina
na noda vanua.

Era mai tinia nira sa vakasalataki ira
na lewenivanua ena vuku ni nodra
veitalanoa ena kena raici vakabibi na
bula ni vuvale, era vakavinavinakataka
na vanua o Cakaudrove ena kena laveti
cake na bula ni veiqaravi ka tutaki na
nodra I tovo dina.
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Nai vakalesilesi ni Tabacakacaka Itakei Alipate Natba, nai Liuliu ni Bose Vakaturaga Ratu Viliame
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Seruvakula, Mosese Nakoroi kei na Roko Tui Macuata o Kalivati Rabuka ena kena veitalanoataki na
vurevure levu ni lavo ena yasana o Macuata. Taba: Itaukei Affairs Board

“E suitu tikoga ni bula vakailavo
ena Yasana o Macuata na dovu.”

Vurevure ni Tukutuku: iTaukei Affairs Board

qo na veika e vakaraitaka na Roko Tui Macuata, Kalivati Rabuka ena
nodra a vakaitavi tiko ena nona a bulagoci na iLiuliu ni Bose Levu
Vakaturaga, Ratu Viliame Seruvakula ena vuku ni veiqaravi ena loma
ni Yasana. E kaya ni vica na tikina lelevu ena loma ni yasana eratou se

qacoya tiko na kena teivaki na gele ena dovu ka vuqa talega era se lisi tiko ena qgele

ena vuku ni tei dovu.

“Oqo e wili kina na tikina o Nadogo, Wailevu, Labasa kei Seaqaqa,” e kaya o Rabuka.

E tomana ni tarava tiko na dovu na vei mataqali sasalu ni waitui ka ra dau qoliva ka

volitaka na lewe ni yasana. E kilai na yasana o Macuata ena veimataqali sasalu e dau

volitaki tu kina ena isau vinaka.

E kaya ni sa toso tiko na veitalanoa ni kena sagai tiko me tadolovi yani na buturara

ni saravanua ena loma ni yasana ko Macuata.

“E tiko e so na vei baravi totoka kei na veivanua e sa nanumi tiko me sa cavuikalawa

kina na saravanua ena loma ni yasana,” ekaya o Rabuka.

E na vuku ni tabana ni basulawa kei waigaga ni veivakamatenitaki e kaya o Rabuka

ni daumaka toka na kena sagai me vakalailai taki sobu na kena tete ena loma ni

yasana.

“Oqo e vu mai na nodra cakacakavata ka veivolekati na veiliutaki vakavanua kei

iratou na tabana ni ovisa,” ekaya o Rabuka.

E vakaraitaka talega o Rabuka ni Valenivolavola ni Yasana o Macuata e sega walega

ni qaravi Macuata e veiqaravi talega ena yasana o Bua kei Cakaudrove ka bau kina

na vo ni vei yasana era sa mai veiqaravi tu ena vualiku ni noda vanua.

cavuta na nona vakavinavi-
naka levu na I vukevuke ni
Minisita ni Tabacakacaka
ni Teitei kei na i Vakaso ni
Wai, Hon. Tomasi Tunabuna vei ira
na dau vakayagataki gele kei na dau
susu manumanu e na yasana e 14 ena
noda vanua.
“E na vukudra na Minisita ni Taba-
cakacaka ni Teitei, kei na I Vakaso ni
Wai, au gadreva meu tauca na noqu
vakavinavinaka levu veikemuni ena
vuku ni I tavi levu o ni qarava tiko
mai e na loma ni tinikarua na vula sa
oti e na kena maroroi ka vakani tiko o
ira na noda lewe ni vanua ka vaka tale
ga kina na kena sotavi tiko na gaga-
dre ni veimakete mai vanuatani.”
Vuqa na gauna e dau bolei ka vaka-
cacani na noda rawa ka ni vakagataki
qele, ka bau tale ga kina na kena ma-
ketetaki na I voli, vakabibi vei ira na
noda I tabagone.

E ra veivakadreti na turaga na I
vukevuke ni Minisita ni yaga me da
na cakacakavata ka veitauriligataka
na kena cuqeni ka solevaki na caka-
caka ni vakayagataki gele kei na susu
manumanu.

”E da vakadinadinataka mai na vica
na yabaki sa oti ni cakacaka sau levu
taudua e rawa ni da kila, o ya na
vakayagataki gele. Na kaukauwa ga

Ra Veitataunaki Na | Vukevuke
Ni Minisita Ni Tabacakaca Ni
Teitei Tomasi Tunahuna Vei Ira
Na Dau Vakayagataki Qele

T

ni nomu vakayagataka na ligamu e
na teitei kei na susu manumanu na
levu ni vei ka o na tamusuka”

E vakadreta vei ira na I tabagone na
bibi ni kena vakagataki vakayaloma-
tua na gauna.

“E dodonu me vakatulewataki vaka-
matau ka vakayagataki na gauna na
ena veika vinaka. Me vakayagataki
vakayalomatua na gauna me rawa ni
kauta lesu mai vei keda na vinaka,”
kaya o Tunabuna.

E ra vakaraitaka, na bibi ni kena dau
vakayacori na Tuvatuvaka ka vaka-
tabakidua tiko na teitei vakaituvatu-
va. Oqo e na nodra veivakadeitaki vei
ira na dau vakayagataki gele me tiko
na Takete me na rawati e na loma ni
dua na vula ka vaka tale ga kina e na
loma ni dua na yabaki vou oqo.

E sa rui ka bibi kina me na tuvani
vakaimatau na I tuvatuva me na muri
e na kena vinakati me rawati na takete.
“Au bolei kemuni na I tabagone ena
siga ni kua meda tovolea meda veisivi-
sivitaka na vei ka e rawa ni laveta cake
na I vakatagadgede ni vakayagataki
qele”

Tomana e na nodra veivasalataki vei
ira na lewe ni vanua kei ira na dau ni
vakayataki gele na bibi ni kena sikovi
tiko o ira na dau raiteitei e na nodra
veivale ni volavola.E dodonu mo ni na
semati kemuni vakavoleka sara vei ira
na nomuni dau ni veiqaravi kei na vei-
tabana ni matanitu.

Tinia e na nodra vei tataunaki ka vaka-
mamasu e na vei dela ni yavu tabu ni
sa gauna ni noda veirogorogoci, gauna
ni nodra dabe vata ka tuvatuvakataka
vakalewe ni vuvale, lewe ni mataqali
kei na lewe ni yavusa na I tosotoso ni
yabaki vou oqo me laveti cake kina na
I vakatagedegede ni vakayagataki gele
ena tekivu ni yabaki oqo ka vakauasivi
na kena colati tiko na itavi ni Vanua,
Matanitu kei na Lotu.

Talanoa: Tabana ni Teitei, Susu Manu-
manu kei na Vakaso ni Wai.

ra veisiko tiko mai Vualiku na
turaga na Minisita ni Taba-
cakacaka ni Teitei kei na I
Vakaso ni wai Hon Vatimi
Rayalu e na macawa sa oti.
Oqo e na nodra nanumi na noda era
tu mai e na veiyanuyanu kei na veikoro
vakaviti ka vakabibi o ira na noda na
dau vakayagataki qgele kei na daususu
manumanu e na kena gadrevi me rogo-
ci na domodra e na vuku ni veivakato-
roicaketaki eso e ganita na bula ni tiko
vakavanua.
E na nodra vosa na Minisita o Hon.
Rayalu e vakaugeti ira na dau ni vakay-
agataki gele e na yasana vaka turaga o
Cakaudrove me ra cakacaka vata kei ira

nai vakalesilesi ni Tabana ni Teitei e na
kena vueti cake ka vakavinakataki na I
vakatagedegede ni rawaka ni Tabacaka-
caka ni Teitei kei I Vakaso ni wai.

E tomana, ka kaya na bibi ni nodra
cakacaka vata na dau teitei kei ira na
vakailesilesi ni matanitu me rawa ni
veisautaka ka laveta cake na I vakatage-
degede ni nodra rawa ka vaka tale kina
na rawa ka vaka I lavo ni matanitu.

E vakamatatataka vei ira na dau ni
vakayagataki qgele ni sa tiko na vei po-
rokaramu kei na veivuke ni matanitu
e baleti ira na dau teitei. Na veivuke
oqo e okati kina na vakacokotaki ni
dua na dau ni teitei e na kena soli na
yaya ni teitei kei na tei ni kakana drau-
drau ka vaka tale ga kina na dalo. Na
nodra tuberi ka vakararamataki na dau
teitei kei na dau susu manumanu e na

vuku ni veigaunisala kei na walewale ni
vakayagataki gele vakamatau.

E vakayaloqaqataki ira na dau ni
vakayagataki gele e na I tikotiko o Be-
lego me ra vakayagataka vakavinaka na
madigi ni veivuke e sa solia wale tu na
tabana ni teitei vei ira.

“Sa tu vakarau na nomuni matanitu, o
ira na nomuni vakailesilesi daurai teitei
me ra tokoni kemuni ka vukei kemuni
e na veika oni gadreva vaka dau teitei,
me rawa ni da lako curuma na gauna
bolebole kei na draki veiveisau e da sa
donua tu ena gauna oqo”

Kuria, ka kaya me ra vakayagataka tale
ga na I walewale ni teitei vinaka ka ra
vakanamata kina vei tei vovou e rawa ni
solia vei ira na I vurevure ni lavo vinaka
mai vei ira na mekete lelevu eso.

E na nona tinia na nona vosa, e ra va-

karaitaka na bibi ni nodra I tavi na dau
ni vakayagataki qele ka vaka tale ga kina
na I tuvatuva ni matanitu e tu me baleta
na kena laveti cake na I vakatagedegede
ni teitei e na Yasana o Cakaudrove ka
vaka kina na noda Matanitu me rawa ni
vukea na noda bula ena veisiga.

“Na nomuni gugumatua kei na nomuni
cakacaka yalodina e sa rui ka bibi ena
kena vakadeitaki na I vurevure ni keda
kakana kei na makete e Cakaudrove ka
vaka kina na noda Matanitu”

Era veitataunaki na Turaga na Minis-
ita vei ira na I tabagone e na kena qa-
ravi na cakacaka ni vakayagataki gele,
ka vakadreta na bula ni solesolevaki
veikeda na kawa i-taukei e na kena
vakayagataki na noda iyau bula ka
vakauasivi vei ira na noda kawa e na
veisiga ni mataka.

Vakaraubuka, 28 ni Maji 2025
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ITAKITAKI E NA LOMA NI MACAWA

Meda yadra na marama iTaukei ena cicivaki Bisinisi

e vaka nida donu-
maka tiko na vula
0 Maji ka dua vaka-
tokai ena noda vula
vakaviti me Vula
I Kelikeli eda vakananuma talega
kina na siga ni nodra vakananumi na
marama ena noda vuravura. Ena noda
vanua o Viti eda lako curuma na soqo
ni nodra vakaraitaki cakacaka ni liga na
marama ena noda vanua ka vakatokai
tiko na(7th National Womens Expo).
Era osota yani na Vodafone Arena na
marama ena nodra laki vakaraitaki
cakacaka ni liga. Mai na kena vakarau-
taki sara mai ena nodra delaniyavu ka
ra sokota mai na wasawasa, cabeti na
kena veidelana ena nodra gadreva mera
mai tiki ni soqo bibi oqo. E vakaraitaka
o Salote Dolo e cavutu mai ena loma ni
tikina o Mudu mai na yanuyanu o Koro
ka tekivu vakaitavi taki koya ena kena
vakarataki na cakacaka ni liga mai na

2014. E dua na cakacaka ni liga e kilai
tani kina na yanuyani o Korosai koya
na tali ni ibe. Vuqa na gauna era sa dau
solia ga mai na nodra ibe me mai voli-
taki

“Ni keitou sa cakava na ibe keitou
da veivuketaka vakaveiwatini me
vakatekivu mai ena koso na voivoi,
toci, saqa, sigani , vakasaqari, walui, me
yacova ni caka na kena somo, ia na tali
ga keimami vakai tavi vakatabakidua
kina na marama”.

E vakaraitaka ni sa dau vakabibitaka vei
ira na marama na kena vakayagataki na
taledi ni cakacaka ni liga vei ira, kuria
nisa tu nai vurevure ni noda I lavo sana
gai tu na noda veivakabauti ena kena
wali eso na leqa ka rawa mai ena kena
vakayagataki na veika e tu vakawavoliti
keda.Sa veivakadeitaki talega vei ira na
marama kei nai sausauvou ni vanua o
Mudu ena nodra yadrava vakavinaka
na nodra I tavi na marama.

Salote Dolo na marama ka mata taka mai na tikina 0 Mudu mai na yanuyanu o Koro ena vuku ni soqo ni
vakaraitaki cakacaka ni liga ena noda vanua. Taba: Katarina Naqarase

Era gole talega mai ena soqo oqo
na marama mai na Vualiku ni noda
vanua, ka bau maliwai ira tiko mai o
Talaite Rabuli mai na koro ko Nakama,
tikina o Wailevu ena loma ni yasana o

Macuata. Era vosa sara tiko vaka bibi
nisa dodonu meda yadra na marama
Itaukei ena vuku ni cakacaka ni liga ni
0qo edua na sala ena laurai kina na kila
ka kei na maqosa.

“Keimami sa cegu na gunu
wai mai na Toevu™.

Na Minsita ni Veivakatoroicaketaki ena Taudaku ni Koro Lelevu , Veiyatuyanuyanu kei na Leqa Tubukoso o
Hon Sakiasi Ditoka kei ira na lewenivanua enai tikotiko Matakitu e Dreketi ena kena dolavi na medra wai ni

gunu.

ra sana tekivu gunuva na
wai ni gunu savavasava na
lewenivanua era vakaitikotiko
e Matakitu, Dreketi Macuata
ni oti na kena mai dolavi wainigunu vou
ka veivuke kina na Matanitu ena ruku
ni porokaramu na SEASelf-Help Pro-
gramme. E tiko na kena I sau vakailavo
ena $23,000 na kena I sau vakailavo.
E sana rawa nira vakayagataka na lewe
90 na lewenivanua, vaka kina oira na

gonevuli nira sana gunuva na wai ni
gunu savasava. Na matanitu cokovata
esa cavu I kalawa ena kena raici vakatau-
tauvata na lewenivanua ena vuku tiko
ga ni kena sagai na tiko vinaka ena
noda vanua. Na Minisitiri ni Veivakato-
roicaketaki ena taudauku ni koro lelevu
esa cakacaka sara vakaukauwa na kena
vakalesilesi ena kena sikovi na noda era
sotava tiko na leqa ena Vualiku ni noda
vanua.

Vakananumi na Roko
ena Nodra | Tavi

Na nodra bose ena vuku ni kena vakananumi na bibi ni nodra I tovo na Roko kei na Roko Veivuke ena 14 na

yasana ena noda vanua. Taba: Itaukei Affairs Board

Vurevure ni Tukutuku: iTaukei Affairs
Board

ra dolava ena siga Tusiti
(4.3.25)na nodra vuli na Roko
Tui kei na Roko Veivuke liu na
Vunivola Tudei ni Tabacaka-
caka iTaukei, Pita Tagicakirewa.
Na vuli oqo e tiki ni kena semati tiko
na kena mai qaravi oti, e vica na raile-
suvi ni veika vaka lawa ka coka na uto
ni noda qaravi nai itaukei.
E ra yavutaka na nodra itukutuku na
Turaga na Vunivola Tudei ni lako cu-
rumi tiko e dua na gauna ni veisau.
Na veisau e yavutaki ni oti na kena ta-
laucaki na ka vakalawa ka semati kina
noda garavi nai itaukei.
E ra vakabibi taka ni gauna oqo esa qa-
ravi tiko na kena tawani lesu tale vaka-
matau na veitiki ni lawa,ka sa vakana-
mata taki na veisau me sa tara nai
davodavo ni veigaravi ni Matabose ni

Veika Vaka Itaukei.

Na nodra mai tiko ena vuli macawa dua
me tarai cake kina na nodra kila ka, ka
na laki vukea vakalevu nodra qaravi na
noda ena veikoro vaka Viti, kei ira era
sa tiko ena noda veikoro vakavavalagi.
E ra vakadeitaka ni kena bolei tiko
na veiqaravi kei na veisau sa laurai ni
gadrevi, me vakadeitaka tiko ni na
dodonu me laveti na veiqaravi me vei-
raurau kei na gauna bolebole eda sa
lako curuma tiko.

E ra vakananumi na Roko Tui kei na
Roko Veivuke Liu ni nodra itutu, era
yaragi ni kena kau na veisau ena loma
ni veiyasana ka vakasiromi sobu kina
loma ni noda veikorokoro.

E vakadewataka vata na nodra vakan-
uinui vinaka ni kena qaravi tiko nai
tikotiko vaka turaga ena loma ni noda
veiyasana

Vakaraubuka, 28 ni Maji 2025
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Talanoa: Katarina Naqarase

da vakila ni sega ni tiko dei na
Matanitu ena vuku ni kena kawai
taki tiko na nodra bula na lewe
ni vanua ena yasana vakaturaga
o Lau ka ra mai sotava na cava o Rae ena
vula sa mai dromu. Ni vasokumuni mai na
tukutuku mai na veitabana vakamatanitu e
tauri rawa ni vakilai vakalevu na vakacaca
ni cagi ena nodra teitei na wekada ena yatu
Lau
Era sikova kina na veiyatu yanuyanu na 3
na waqa ni Matanitu ena vuku tiko ga ni
veivakacokotaki ni Cagilaba. Eda raica ni
sa cigomi tiko na vakavinavinaka ena vuku
ni veika era sa ciqoma na lewe ni Yasana
Lau. E vakaraitaka na Turaga ni Koro e
Oneata o Lasarusa Vuetaki na vakavi-
navinaka ena vuku ni matanitu ena no-
dra vukei ka nanumi nai sausau ni vanua
vakaturaga o Bukatatanoa.
“Keimami vakavinavinaka vakalevu ni

T -

57

L -

T el

Nai vakalesilesi vaka matanitu ena vuku ni veigaravi ni veivakacokotaki ena loma ni Yasana o Lau. TABA: Fiji Government

kawai tiko na matanitu ena vuku ni cagi-
laba e tarai keimami vakalailai , vakaca-
cani kina e vica nai teitei  kei na veika
eso keimami bula kina ena veisiga, ia kei-
mami vakavinavinaka ni kawai saka tiko
na matanitu”

E vakaraitaka na Turaga na Ramasi o Ului

Wagalevu Vulatu na tuvatuva esa tiko ena

vanua o Delaimakotu ena vuku ni veibuli
ena Yanuyanu Sau ena vula o Jiulai ratou
sa maroroya sara tiko na vo ni masi mena
nodratou i kaukau kina yanuyanu sa. Sa
vakamamasu vei ira na luvei Moce ena
vuku ni nodra vukei na lewei Delaimakotu
ena vakavakarau kina vula o Jiulai

E ratou sa veisiko talega na Tabacakacaka
ni Bula ena vuku ni kena sikovi na veiva-
lenibula ena Yatu Lau vakabibi nai vakale-
silesi e Namuka i Lau kei na yanuyanu o
Moce. Oqo ena kena vakadaberi lesu na
sola ena vuku tiko ga ni nodra qaravi nai
vakalesilesi ena nodra vanua ni veigaravi.
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