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6-month-old gets
gift of life

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka met Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto in Jakarta where the two leaders reaffirmed the strong and enduring partnership between the two nations.

RIME Minister Sitiveni Rabuka
has reaffirmed Fiji’s strong and
enduring partnership with In-
donesia during a bilateral meet-
ing with President Prabowo Subianto in
Jakarta.
PM Rabuka met the Indonesian Presi-
dent at Merdeka Palace last week, where
he acknowledged the longstanding dip-
lomatic relations between the two coun-
tries, which were formally established in
1974.
This strong bilateral relationship has seen
the expansion of the two nations’ partner-
ship over the past five decades, including
the establishment of the Fiji-Indonesia
Friendship Association (FIFA) in 2014.

He noted that such initiatives have signif-
icantly enhanced cultural understanding,
people-to-people exchange, and diplo-
matic cooperation.

On development cooperation, PM Ra-
buka stated that Fiji continues to benefit
from Indonesia’s support.

For this, he expressed his gratitude for
Indonesias continued development as-
sistance, particularly the $FJD12 million
grant for the landmark Agriculture Dem-
onstration Farm and Regional Training
Centre in Dobuilevu, Ra Province.

The PM added that this ongoing collabo-
ration between the two governments was
a testament to the shared commitment to
address food security, income generation,

women and community empowerment,
providing a sustainable and secure future
for the people in Ra Province.

The project was presently undergoing
a competitive tender process, with con-
struction expected to commence soon.
In the spirit of further deepening ties,
PM Rabuka also requested the reinstate-
ment of Fiji's Visa on Arrival status into
Indonesia, highlighting that such a ges-
ture would ease travel burdens for Fijian
citizens and enhance bilateral exchange.
He also acknowledged Indonesias Aid
Scholarship (TIAS) Program, which has
enabled Fijian civil servants and private
sector professionals to pursue specialised
training in agriculture and healthcare.

Photo: SUPPLIED

On the international front, the Prime
Minister commended Indonesias leader-
ship through the G20’s Global Blended
Finance Alliance (GBFA), stressing its
potential to unlock critical financing for
climate action and sustainable develop-
ment projects in vulnerable nations like
Fiji.

The leaders also discussed shared re-
gional priorities, particularly through the
Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) and the 2050
Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent.

Continued from page 1
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Fiji Law Reform Commission - Electoral Review Public Gonsultations

Member of the public turned up to make their voices heard during the public consultation by
the Electoral Review Committee in the Northern Division. Photo: JACKSON TUVICI

By JACKSON TUVICI

HE Fiji Law Reform Commission
are currently holding public
consultations around the country to
review its electoral laws.

The Electoral Review Committee has been

\ touring the Northern Division holding public

consultations around various centers in the
north.

Chairman and former Chief Justice, Daniel
Fatiaki said that the response from the people
so far have been overwhelming despite less
turnout.

“We have been receiving common answers
in Viti Levu like there should be more women
representatives in Parliament and so on but
in Labasa it was interesting that we only had

one member at Civic Center who we had a
thorough discussion with and also suggested
about “gerrymandering” (to manipulate the
boundaries of (an electoral constituency) so as
to favour one party or class).”

“We have never heard about gerrymandering
in other consultations except Labasa so that
was quite interesting for us,” Mr Fatiaki said.

Naduri Village Youth leader in Macuata,
Rakuama Ragqi was of the view that the public
consultations were transparent and enlightening
especially for the younger generations who are
not really aware of the electoral system and
how it works.

The Electoral Review Committee will wrap
up public consultations for the Northern
Division in Taveuni before moving to the
Western Division.

$62.7M trade surplus

in2024

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-operatives, MSMEs and
Communications, Manoa Kamikamica, held a productive virtual meeting recently with
United States Trade Representative (USTR), Ambassador Jamieson Greer.

By WANSHIKA KUMAR

he total value of Fiji’s exports
to the United States stood
at $439.08 million, while
imports from the US amounted
to $425.03 million last year.
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
for Trade, Co-operative, Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises and
Communications, Manoa Kamikamica,
while speaking in Parliament this week,
said this resulted in a trade surplus of
$62.7 million for Fiji.
DPM Kamikamica said the US had been
Fiji’s number one export destination,
accounting for approximately 20
percent of all goods exported.
“Some of Fiji’s major exports to the
U.S. include bottled water, kava, fresh
turmeric, cane sugar, seafood, fish,
high-quality mahogany, and smaller
quantities of various agricultural
products such as taro, ginger, and a
variety of value-added fast-moving
consumer goods. These products are
highly regarded in the U.S. market, and
their presence reflects the diverse nature
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of products that Fiji offers,” he stated.
“What is particularly important to
emphasise, is the complementary nature
of these exports. Fiji’s products do not
compete with U.S. goods; rather, they
complement them. This means that
rather than facing direct competition,
Fijian goods are filling niches in the U.S.
market, offering American consumers a
broader range of high-quality options.”
“These products are highly regarded
in the US market, and their presence
reflects the diverse nature of products
that Fiji offers.

“In fact, around 70 per cent of our key
exporters derive 60 per cent of their
revenue from the US market alone.”
“These statistics emphasise  just
how critical the US market is to the
success of the Fijian exporters, and by
extension, the livelihoods of thousands
of Fijian families.”

Fiji, DPM Kamikamica added, was
not just an exporter to the US but also
a growing active importer of American
goods, with significant potential to
deepen this trade relationship further.”

EPUTY Prime Minister and
Minister for Trade, Co-operatives,
MSMEs and Communications,
Manoa Kamikamica, held a
productive virtual meeting recently with
United States Trade Representative (USTR),
Ambassador Jamieson Greer, to discuss
strengthening of bilateral trade relations.

The discussions reaffirmed the long-standing
partnership between Fiji and the United States,
underpinned by shared values and mutual
respect.

Both parties acknowledged the importance of
building on this strong foundation to expand
trade and investment opportunities in both
economies.

DPM  Kamikamica  reiterated  Fiji’s
commitment to being a responsible and
constructive partner in the global trading
system. He also outlined Fiji’s current tariff
regime.

Ambassador Greer highlighted the U.S.
Government’s interest in promoting reciprocal
trade and expressed appreciation for Fiji’s
openness to engage in constructive dialogue.

He acknowledged the size differential
between the two economies but emphasised
the potential for mutually beneficial trade
outcomes, particularly through greater market
access and collaboration on standards and
regulations.

Both sides agreed to task senior officials
to continue technical discussions to explore
mechanisms to improve two-way trade,
including access in the agriculture and
manufacturing sectors.

DPM Kamikamica welcomed the opportunity
for continued engagement and expressed Fiji’s
willingness to accelerate the process through
face-to-face meetings, if required.

This dialogue marks another important step in
strengthening the Fiji—U.S. trade relationship
and reflects the shared commitment to deeper
economic cooperation.

(Source: Ministry of Trade, Co-operatives,
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises and
Communications)

United States Trade Representative (USTR), Ambassador Jamieson Greer attended a virtual meeting
with Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-operatives, MSMEs and Communications, Manoa
Kamikamica. Photo: SUPPLIED

Establishment of the Embassy
of Philippines in Suva

ABINET endorsed a request from
the Republic of Philippines to
establish an Embassy in Suva.

Fiji and Philippines established

diplomatic relations on 18 December 1973.
Currently, the Embassy of the Republic of
Philippines in Wellington is accredited to Fiji
while the Republic of Fiji Embassy in Jakarta
is accredited to the Philippines. Bilateral
cooperation has also been extended through

the assistance of the Honorary Consulate
Offices respectively in Fiji and the Philippines.

The establishment of an Embassy in Suva
will enhance the growing level of engagement
between Fiji and the Philippines particularly
in critical areas such as labour mobility,
agriculture, security (drug trafficking), climate
change, maritime and ocean affairs.

(Source: Cabinet)
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Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka met Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto in Jakarta where the two
leaders reaffirmed the strong and enduring partnership

Continued from page 1

he PM shared the importance of regional
unity and highlighted his vision for the
Pacific as an “Ocean of Peace” —a con-
cept adopted by PIF Leaders in 2024
and expected to be further advanced at the upcom-
ing PIF Leaders Meeting in Honiara, Solomon
Islands.
He reiterated Fiji’s appreciation for Indonesia’s
support in multilateral forums that creates a more
accountable, inclusive, just and equitable inter-
national system that was suitable for addressing
the challenges of the 21st century, that reflects the
voices of small island developing states.
PM Rabuka extended an invitation to President
Subianto to visit Fiji, as part of ongoing efforts to
further enhance our bilateral relations.
President Subianto expressed his gratitude to PM
Rabuka for the opportunity to meet, stating that

between the two nations. Photo: SUPPLIED

Fiji was an important partner and “good friend”
of Indonesia.

He affirmed that the two countries share similari-
ties as archipelagic countries as well as similar in-
terests and challenges.

The President remarked that both Indonesia and
Fiji uphold the principles of mutual respect be-
tween nations, including the principles of sover-
eignty, independence, and equal rights.

President Subianto reiterated Indonesia’s ongoing
support for Fiji’s development initiatives in areas
of mutual interest particularly, in agriculture, cli-
mate adaptation and action, security and regional
cooperation.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka and Fiji's permanent secretary for Foreign Affairs,
Dr Raijeli Taga met with former British Prime Minister Sir Anthony Blair.
Photo: SUPPLIED

PM Rabuka meets Sir Tony Blair,
explores opportunity for collab

RIME Minister Sitiveni Rabuka met with former British Prime Minister
Sir Anthony Blair to explore opportunities for collaboration with Fiji’s
public service through the strategic use of modern technology.

Mr Blair is the Executive Chairman of the Tony Blair Institute
for Global Change (TBI) and upon meeting the former UK Prime Minister in
Singapore, PM Rabuka expressed Fiji’s interest in working with TBI to advance
technological transformation in the areas of public service delivery, e-health, and
digital infrastructure.

PM Rabuka conveyed his gratitude to Sir Tony, highlighting the need for public
service to embrace technology.

He shared that Fiji’s public service has progressively adopted the use of
technology to enhance its service deliveries, and would welcome opportunities
for further collaboration.

In his response, Sir Tony stated that TBI was keen to support Fiji in modernising
its civil service and also its healthcare system through digital health solutions.

The two leaders also discussed potential areas to explore for collaboration
particularly in energy, tourism, and investment to accelerate national development.

The TBI is a not-profit, non-partisan organisation that helps governments and
leaders turn bold ideas into reality by advising on strategy, policy and delivery, to
unlock the power of technology.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)

IS Prime  Minister,
Sitiveni Rabuka, and
Singapore’s Prime Minister,
Lawrence Wong, reaffirmed
their commitment to deepening
bilateral cooperation between the
two nations.
The meeting which was convened at
the Parliament House of Singapore,
provided an opportunity for both
leaders to engage in meaningful
dialogue on shared priorities, explore
new avenues for collaboration, and
reinforce the longstanding friendship
between the two nations.
PM Rabuka expressed his gratitude
to the Government and the people of
Singapore for the warm hospitality
accorded to him and his delegation
upon their arrival, highlighting
that Singapore has been a reliable
development partner and a genuine
friend to Fiji over the years since
the establishment of our diplomatic
relations in 1971.
Discussions  also  focused on
prospects for more cooperation,
especially in capacity building,
governance, trade, and economic
cooperation.
PM Rabuka shared Fiji’s plans to
establish a diplomatic school under
the Fiji Learning Institute for Public
Service (FLIPS), with potential
collaboration from the Singapore
Diplomatic Academy in developing

customised curriculums focused
on international relations and
diplomatic tradecraft.

Whilst delving into the Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework (IPEF), the
head of the Coalition Government
stated that Fiji’s involvement in the
IPEF is a strategic move to expand its
economic horizons, strengthen trade
relationships, and build resilience
in the face of global challenges like
climate change and supply chain
disruptions.

For this, he expressed confidence
that Singapore and Fiji will solidify
their relationships and engage in
crucial economic and trade matters
in the Asia-Pacific region.

With Singapore being included as a
dialogue partner to the Pacific Islands
Forum, PM Rabuka shared his vision
for an Ocean of Peace in the Pacific,
a concept that underscores the
importance of shared responsibility
for peace and security in the region
and will be the Pacific’s contribution
to global peace and security.

PM Rabuka acknowledged Fiji
and Singapore’s strong multilateral
cooperation, including  support
for Singapore’s international
candidatures, and affirmed Fiji’s
commitment to areformed, inclusive,
and accountable multilateral system.
In response, PM Wong stated that
Fiji and Singapore share a common

belief in the importance of
international law, multilateralism
and free trade, with diverse and
multicultural societies.

He reaffirmed Singapore’s
commitment to further
strengthening bilateral cooperation
with  Fiji like trade,
investment and connectivity and
infrastructure development.
Singapore has also agreed to
expand its collaboration with Fiji
in climate resilience and human
capital development.

Through the two nations’ capacity
building initiatives, PM Wong
revealed that more than 1500 Fiji
officials have participated in the
Singapore Cooperation Program
and other customised courses.
He said that Singapore
continue to offer capacity building
programs in areas such as digital
transformation, good governance,
and other relevant sectors.

PM Wong noted that the strong
bilateral  relationship  between
Singapore and Fiji has laid a solid
foundation for Singapore’s wider
engagement with the Pacific Islands
Forum and the broader region.

in areas

will

(Source: Office of the Prime
Minister)

Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, met with Singapore’s Prime Minister,
Lawrence Wong, where they reaffirmed their commitment to deepening
bilateral cooperation between the two nations Photo: SUPPLIED
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By AZARIA FAREEN

HE Coalition = Government

remains  steadfast in its

commitment to  equitable

access to essential resources,
particularly for the rural and maritime
communities.

This has proven fruitful for the residents
of Naiserelagi Village and the Ra Provincial
Compound through the provision of
reliable access to clean water for domestic
and communal use.

In applauding the initiative, 57-year-old
resident Verenaisi Waqalala said that this
will now ease the many years of water
woes.

“My husband passed away last year and [
have children and grandchildren who stay
with me at home,” she relayed.

“I have been living in Naiserelagi Village
for the past 36-years and we all have been
facing water hardships since then,” she
said.

“Sometimes we won’t get water for two
to three days and sometimes the Turaga ni
Koro would call us and open the tap in the
village for us to fill up the water as most
of us have flush toilets so we needed the
availability of water.”

“We used to fill up containers and buckets
with water to make sure that we can make
it last as sometimes it used to take up to
one week for water pressure to normalise
so that we can get water supply to our
homes,” she added.

Mrs Wagqalala said that she would mostly
fill up buckets of water for drinking and
cooking while for washing laundry, she
would wait for the water to normalise and

then wash the clothes every three to four
days.

“We are overjoyed that we have the new
water tank and the new water system that
now allows us to use our flush toilets
normally and have proper shower as
opposed to rationing buckets of water for
our needs,” she said.

“It has been so hot recently and now with
the new proper water supply we have been
taking advantage of having shower few
times per day,” she added.

“I am 57-years-old now and after 36 years
of facing the challenge of not having proper
water and seeing my children grow up in
the process with having my grandchildren,
our need of water has finally been met.”

“I would like to thank the Government
and everyone else who have made this
possible for us village members in helping
us at this crucial time,” Mrs Waqalala
acknowledged.

Minister for Lands and Mineral Resources,
Filimoni Vosarogo, in commissioning the
groundwater system stressed that water is
a fundamental resource that sustains life,
supports livelihoods and drives economic
development.

“This initiative, under the Rural
WASH Programme, is a testament to our
commitment to improving water, sanitation,
and hygiene (WASH) infrastructure across
rural schools and communities in the Ra
province,” Minister Vosarogo said.

“Funded by the Fiji Water Foundation
and implemented by the Rotary Pacific
Water for Life Foundation, this project is
making a tangible difference in the lives of
many,” he added.

“Through the Ministry of Lands and

aiserelagi Villagers
clated with water system

57-year-old resident Verenaisi Wagalala relishes the simple joy of tapped water.

Mineral Resources, we have prioritised
the development of groundwater resources
as a key solution to addressing water
challenges in areas where traditional
sources are unreliable or insufficient.”

“Approximately 40  villagers  of
Naiserelagi and 43 residents of the Ra
Provincial Compound will no longer
have to endure water shortages or rely on
inconsistent sources while beyond these
households, the system will also serve
hundreds of people attending trainings,
meetings and daily visitors to the Ra

Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

Provincial Office,” he added.

Minister Vosarogo said that this initiative
will effectively improve hygiene and
sanitation, help mitigate waterborne
diseases, reduce healthcare costs, and
support local economic activities, including
agriculture and small businesses.

Community members have been
encouraged to take ownership of this
project, safeguard the infrastructure, and
utilise this resource wisely for the benefit
of current and future generations.

By AZARIA FAREEN

HE  Malake Submarine

Crossing Upgrade Project is

a significant investment by

the Coalition Government’s
commitment to ensuring that every Fijian,
whether on the mainland or in maritime
communities, has a fair and impartial
access to water.

Malake Village Headman, Luke Salagi
said that previously, the villagers depended
on rain water as most households faced
water disruptions caused by unreliable
water supply.

“The commissioning of this project
has not only brought us relief but also
happiness and a day for celebration for
the people of Malake Island,” Mr Salagi
said.

“This would see an end to an issue of
the past as now people can easily access
water from inside their homes.”

“I want to acknowledge and thank the
Government for hearing and acting on
the plights of the people of Malake and
also the Water Authority of Fiji for doing
a good and timely job,” Mr Salagi added.

He adds that climate change is posing
a significant challenge on the island,
therefore, he is seeking assistance from
the Government to upgrade the Malake
sea wall.

In commissioning the Malake Island
Submarine Crossing Upgrade Project,
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Minister for Public Works, Meteorological Services and Transport, Ro Filipe Tuisawau with community members during the commissioning of the
Malake Island Submarine crossing upgrade project. Photo: KATARINA NAQARASE

in recognising the urgency of the situation,
the Water Authority of Fiji, under the
guidance of the Coalition Government,

Minister for Public Works, Meteorological
Services and Transport, Ro Filipe
Tuisawau, said that “this represents the
Government’s vision for a resilient,

inclusive, and sustainable Fiji—one
where no community is left behind in our
development journey”.

He highlighted that the first submarine
crossing was installed in 2015, bringing
relief to the people of Malake Island, who
previously relied solely on groundwater
and rainwater —both vulnerable to climate
variability and prolonged dry spells.

“However, as the years passed, the
existing submarine pipeline deteriorated,
threatening the island’s water security and

initiated this upgrade—a forward-
looking investment that aligns with Fiji’s
long-term Water Sector Strategy 2050,”
Minister Tuisawau said.

“This $1.1 million project introduces
a newly installed three-kilometre-long
pipeline, carefully designed to withstand
underwater currents and pressures, harsh
Environmental conditions, and long-term
operational demands.”

“The project was successfully outsourced
to Dive Centre (Fiji) Ltd, whose expertise
ensured the safe and effective installation

of the pipeline, enhancing the resilience of
water supply infrastructure for Malake’s
645 residents,” he added.

This project reflects the Government’s
unwavering dedication to inclusive and
climate-resilient development, ensuring
that the maritime communities are not left
behind in the National Development Plan.
that
efforts contribute to Fiji’s quality of life

Minister Tuisawau adds these
and economic growth objectives, ensuring
that all citizens—regardless of location—
enjoy improved living conditions and
greater development opportunities.

Friday May 2, 2025
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Land Transport Authority (LTA) officers carrying out spot checks. Photo: SUPPLIED

By AZARIA FAREEN

EVERAL policy directives
aimed at strengthening land
transport management and
improving road safety were
approved by Cabinet in June 2024.

This policy direction intends to address
the prevalent causes of major motor
vehicle accidents which despite a slight
decline in 2024 with 54 fatalities when
compared to 78 deaths in 2023 continues
to be a concern.

This was highlighted by the Minister for
Public Works, Meteorological Services
and Transport, Ro Filipe Tuisawau, while
presenting the Draft Land Transport
(Amendment) Bill 2025 in Parliament
earlier on where he noted that “while this
reduction is encouraging, we must remain
vigilant as data reveals that approximately
20 percent of these fatalities in 2024 were
linked to speeding or careless driving by
Provisional License holders”.

“This figure only represents fatalities,

and the actual number of road accidents
involving Provisional License holders is
significantly higher,” Minister Tuisawau
noted with concern.

“Further compounding this issue, the
number of Traffic Infringement Notices
(TINs)
holders have raised serious concerns.”

issued to Provisional License

“Between January 2021 and December
31, 2024, a total of 68,643 TINs were
issued to this group and these figures
underline the urgent need to address driver
behaviour, particularly among new drivers,
and take decisive action to improve road
safety,” he added.

In response to these challenges, several
regulations were endorsed such as
reintroduction of temporary road permits,
introduction of a penalty for failure-to-
stop-and-weigh policy, introduction of
a payment plan policy, introduction of
Provisional License Stage 1 (P1) and
Provisional License Stage 2 (P2), increase
in penalties, and temporary suspension of
the transfer of permits through sales and
purchases.

Minister Tuisawau highlighted that one

of the key amendments in the Draft Bill
pertains to Section 57(2) of the Land
Transport Act, which currently states
that: “A person who has passed a driving
test or examination shall be issued with a
provisional license for a period of 2 years
before a full driver’s license is issued”.

“In light of road safety concerns, the
Cabinet has endorsed the development of
a two-stage provisional licensing system
aiming to foster safer driving behaviours
by gradually increasing the privileges
of new drivers while ensuring that they
develop the necessary skills and awareness
for safe road use,” he said.

“To facilitate the implementation of this
new system, the proposed amendment
seeks to replace the word “shall” with
“may” in Section 57(2) of the Land
Transport Act,” he noted.

“This modification will provide the legal
flexibility required to introduce and enforce
the P1 and P2 licensing stages. It will also
ensure that the system is properly aligned
with
promoting a culture of safe driving.”

legislative requirements, thereby
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Fiji Roads Authority (FRA), in collaboration with the Suva City Council, is currently
undertaking much-needed pavement works at the Suva Bus Stand. Photo: SUPPLIED

By WANSHIKA KUMAR

FOR years, the road leading to Suva
city’s bus stand was a daily struggle—
full of potholes, and tough on both
commuters and their health.

The bumpy rides made travel frustrating
and led to the deterioration of the buses.
A change for the better is now in the
pipeline with the Government having
stepped in to fix the road, making it
smooth and dust-free.

The Fiji Roads Authority (FRA),
in collaboration with the Suva City
Council, is currently undertaking much-
needed pavement works at the Suva Bus
Stand.

This essential project aims to
significantly improve the functionality
and accessibility of the bustling
transportation hub, benefiting both bus
services and the thousands of commuters
who rely on it daily. Travelers and bus
companies welcomed the much-needed
upgrade.

Central Transport Company Limited
bus checker at the Suva Bus Stand,
Shalesh Prasad, said the improvements
would benefit buses by minimising
damage caused.

“It will benefit the bus companies a lot
as our buses will not be damaged a lot,

and it is also important that after the
work is completed, there are clear road
markings and a person of authority to
assist pedestrians in crossing the road,”
Mr Prasad said.

Working as a bus checker since 1991,
Mr Prasad emphasised that the upgrade
was long overdue.

“It’s a game-changer,” said bean seller
Karnam Apana.

Mr Apana added that the upgrade
would not only smoothen out the once-
jarring rides but also reduce health
complications.

“Before, the road condition was very
bad and I move around from one bus
to another selling beans, so it was very
hard for me to cross over big potholes.
My leg would start hurting.

“Once these upgrades are completed, it
will be very helpful for all of us.”
Daily commuter Seru Rokotuiloma
expressed his gratitude to the
government.

“It’s very good, and it will benefit all of
us,” Mr Rokotuiloma said.

Minister for Local Government, Maciu
Nalumisa visited the Suva Bus Station
on February 13 to witness first-hand
the work being carried out by the Fiji
Roads Authority in collaboration with
the Suva City Council.

By PRASHILA DEVI
NERGY is at the heart of
development- as  conduit for

investments, innovations, and new

industries that “drive employments,
inclusive growth and shared prosperity in our
livable economy”.
The Minister for Public Works, Meteorological
Services and Transport, Ro Filipe Tuisawau
relayed this while providing an update on
the Strengthening Rural Electrification and
Renewable Energy Development in Fiji” —
Energy Sector Update 2024/25 Financial Year.
“The Ministry through the Department of
Energy has tried its best to implement the
programmes planned in the 2024/2025 budget
provision with a total of $9.57 million. Out
of which $5.79m is for capital projects and
$3.41m is for operation,” Minister Tuisawau
said.

Highlighting some of the major electrification
projects, he laid out the key priorities which
includes the following:

- Supply and Installation of Solar Home
Systems project- With a budget allocation of $3
million, the project will benefit 900 households
across provinces including Bua with 93
households, Macuata with 91 households,
Cakaudrove with 109 households, Ra with 69
households, Ba with 162 households, Kadavu
with 167 households, Lomaiviti with 48
households, Nadroga with 9 households, and
Lau with 152 households.

- EFL Grid Extension Program- On the
Rural Electrification Grid Extension Program
whereby the Department works closely with
Energy Fiji Limited (EFL) to extend the grid
network to rural communities and settlements.
This year a total of seven grid extension projects
were completed, benefitting 27 households
at a value of $300,000. In addition, a total of
50 Grid Extension projects were completed
in 2024 costing $12.7million and benefitting

a total of 1,232 households. Furthermore, 73
projects are currently under construction and
are expected to be completed by the end of
2026. These will provide grid electricity to
an additional 1,636 households, with a total
investment of $15.9 million.

- House Wiring and Connection- On House
Wiring and Connection, a total of $2 million
was allocated to connect 1,655 houses to
the EFL Grid. To date, 1,150 homes have
been successfully connected, significantly
improving household access to electricity.
These houses/ new customers are from the
three major islands of Viti Levu, Vanua Levu
and Taveuni. Some of the major projects are
energised are as follows; Naselesele village,
Matei settlement, Tavuki village (Taveuni),
Nakilikoso in Labasa, Navuniyamunu &

The Electrical Division of the Public Works

Department is conducting repair and maintenance
work on the grid in Vunisea, Kadavu Island .
Photo: SUPPLIED
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Public Rental Board Flats in Raiwaqa (seen here) and other similar housing projects have helped address the
housing issue faced by citizens in the urban areas. Photo: JAMIL SULEMAN

By JAMIL SULEMAN

HE importance of housing as a critical ele-
ment not only for individual well-being but
also for the overall social and economic de-
velopment of Fiji.
This was highlighted by Ministry of Housing perma-
nent secretary, Manasa Lesuma, at the official launch
of the 2025-2030 National Housing Policy, alongside
the formal review of the Development of Informal
Settlement Act 2022 at the Civic Centre recently.
“Housing is more than just a shelter. It embodies dig-
nity, security, and opportunity; it is the foundation of
safe communities and productive livelihoods,” Mr
Lesuma said.
He noted that the National Housing Policy, seeks to
ensure that every citizen has access to affordable and
secure housing that caters to their diverse needs.
“This policy is not merely a document; it represents
a collective roadmap for the future,” Mr Lesuma em-
phasised, noting that it was crafted through extensive
consultations that reflect the values and voices of the
Fijian population.
The policy aligns with Fiji’s commitments to interna-
tional frameworks, including the New Urban Agenda
and the Sustainable Development Goals.
In conjunction with the launch of the housing policy,

Mr Lesuma announced the initiation of a critical re-
view process for the Development of Informal Set-
tlement Act.

He acknowledged the importance of informal settle-
ments, which provide shelter for countless Fijians
who have historically been marginalized within for-
mal legal and service frameworks.

“The 2022 Act marked a significant advancement, it
recognises the realities faced by informal communi-
ties and aimed to create a structured pathway towards
genuine security and dignified living conditions.”
The review is poised to address existing legal gaps
that impact the rights and responsibilities of resi-
dents, tackle ambiguities in relocation procedures,
and enhance regulatory oversight in construction
planning and service provision.

“Our approach will be guided by a human rights-
based framework that emphasises participation, pro-
tection, and affordability,” Mr Lesuma elaborated.
He strongly encouraged community involvement in
the review process. In the forthcoming months, the
Ministry will engage local residents, landowners,
women’s groups, and youth leaders through public
consultations and technical roundtables to gather in-
sights and experiences regarding the standard of safe
and secure housing envisioned for Fiji.

Govt launches National Housing
Policy 2025-2030 to address
housing challenges

By JAMIL SULEMAN

HE Government has officially launched its National
Housing Policy 2025-2030, aimed at tackling the pressing
challenges faced by the housing sector in the country.
During the launch event held at the Suva Civic Centre
recently, Minister for Housing and Local Government, Maciu
Nalumisa, emphasised the government’s commitment to ensuring
adequate housing for all Fijians.

“We reaffirm our commitment to providing one of life’s most
fundamental needs: adequate shelter and security for individuals and
families across Fiji,” Minister Nalumisa stated.

“This policy aligns with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, particularly Sustainable Development Goal 11, which
calls for inclusive, safe, and affordable housing.”

The minister highlighted the constitutional responsibility as outlined
in Section 35 of the 2013 Fijian Constitution, which emphasises the
Government’s commitment to uphold and promote the rights of all
citizens, regardless of their background.

“The Government must take reasonable measures to progressively
realise the right to accessible and adequate housing for all Fijians,
within the limits of available resources,” he noted.

The National Housing Policy will focus on key areas to enhance the
quality and accessibility of housing.

Key initiatives include:

- Regulating the Housing Market: Strengthening legislative
frameworks to ensure the availability of quality housing and rental
accommodations.

- Enhancing Affordability: Developing long-term social housing
programs and targeted support mechanisms for low-income
households.

- Capacity Development: Increasing the supply of skilled construction
workers through training and scholarships and improving housing data
systems for better sector intelligence.

Minister Nalumisa also called for a collaborative approach to the
implementation of the policy.

“The successful execution of this policy requires a whole-of-
sector approach; we must work together across ministries, agencies,
organisations, and communities,” he urged.

The launch marks a significant milestone for the Government in its
ongoing attempts to provide inclusive housing solutions, reflecting a
robust commitment to addressing the diverse needs of the population.

By prioritising accessibility and affordability in housing policies,
the government aims to create a more equitable environment where
individuals and families, regardless of their socioeconomic status, can
secure safe and adequate living conditions.

Fiji to modernise Bankruptcy Act in bid to enhance investment

By JAMIL SULEMAN

IJI is set to modernise the
Bankruptcy Act of 1944 to bolster
its investment climate and promote
entrepreneurship.
The proposed reforms aim to provide Fijians
with viable alternatives to bankruptcy,
encourage entrepreneurial ventures, and
maximise economic efficiency.
The Ministry of Justice conducted the
final round of consultations with industry
stakeholders from April 7 to 11, 2025, to
gather input on the legislative review.
This reform initiative comes at a critical
time, as many small businesses and
consumers in Fiji and around the globe
are grappling with financial challenges
exacerbated by rising interest rates and
ongoing economic and climate-related
issues.
“The Ministry of Justice is privileged
to collaborate with experts from the
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Ministry of Justice has been carrying out consultation on the Bankruptcy Act of 1944. Staff with Ministry permanent secretary Selina Kuruleca.

Photo: JAMIL SULEMAN

International Finance Corporation (IFC)
on this important review, which seeks to
encourage entrepreneurship while aligning
insolvency laws with international best
practices,” said Minister for Justice, Siromi
Turaga.

Revamping the seven-decade-old Act is
particularly important for Fiji, which is
home to a significant number of small
unincorporated businesses.

Establishing effective creditor and debtor

rights, coupled with a robust insolvency
framework, is vital for ensuring stability
within the financial system.

Supporting this initiative, the IFC and the
Insolvency and Debt Resolution team from
the World Bank will provide technical
assistance to the Ministry of Justice as part
of a wider effort to promote inclusive and
sustainable growth throughout the country.
“This reform is essential for preserving
viable  businesses  while  ensuring

unsuccessful ones can exit the market
efficiently,” stated Stefano Mocci, World
Bank Group Country Manager for Fiji.

“A strong insolvency regime promotes
responsible lending and strengthens
financial system stability.”

The World Bank Group’s efforts include
an initial diagnostic assessment that draws
on international best practices to create
solutions specifically tailored to Fiji’s
unique situation.

This will align with the World Bank
Principles for Effective Insolvency and
Creditor/Debtor Regimes, which offer new
guidelines for handling the insolvency of
micro and small businesses.

Moreover, the IFC’s work in Fiji is
supported by the Government of Australia
under the Vuvale Partnership, which is
designed to enhance the competitiveness of
the private sector and stimulate inclusive,
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By PRASHILA DEVI

‘ ‘ OMEN continue
to face challenges

—\; —\/ such as  the

high incidences

of gender-based violence including
technology facilitated Gender-based
Violence (GBV).”

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka took
the bold step to acknowledge the issue
which continues to plague Fiji during the
Pacific Convention on the Elimination
of all Forms of Discrimination Against
Women Technical Cooperation Session
in Suva in April.

“As men, we have a critical role to play
in fostering a society where women are
treated with the respect, dignity, and
fairness that they deserve. We must
challenge the harmful stereotypes,
denounce violence and discrimination,
and actively work to create safe and
empowering environments for women,”
PM Rabuka urged.

“By standing as allies, we contribute not
only to the advancement of women but
also to the strengthening of our families,
communities, nations and region. Let us
lead by example, demonstrating stern
commitment and together, build a future
that finds its basis in justice for all.”

PM Rabuka also acknowledged that
increasing women’s representation in
political and decision-making roles also
remained work in progress.

He posed the question of why, despite
the percentage of women being same as
men, are they not able to secure more
votes for women but cautioned against
tokenism.

“Our aim is to elevate and uphold the
dignity of women at the highest level of
national governance. Putting in women
for the sake of mere numbers, devalues
this noble goal.”

On the actions Fiji has been involved
in, PM Rabuka highlighted Fiji’s
National Gender Policy and National
Development Plan (NDP) which sets
strong commitment to advancing gender
equality and empowerment of women
and girls.

“The NDP identifies strategic priorities
aimed at fostering women’s economic

development, eliminating  violence
against women, increasing women’s
participation in political leadership
and national decision-making, and
promoting their inclusion in non-
traditional sectors.”

Fiji has also introduced the Gender
Transformative Institutional Capacity
Development (ICD) Initiative.

“This initiative aims to build the
capacity of government agencies to
integrate the needs, interests, and
contributions of women and girls into
their policies, strategies, plans and
resourcing. Complementing this effort
is the Gender Responsive Planning and
Budgeting (GRPB) initiative, developed
in collaboration with the Ministry of
Finance.”

PM Rabuka said the forthcoming Fiji
Women’s Economic Empowerment
National Action Plan (WEE NAP)
will serve as a roadmap for advancing
tangible outcomes for Fijian women and
girls.

“The vision of WEE NAP is for women
and girls to achieve full and equitable
economic empowerment, with greater
participation, leadership, agency, and
access to resources, supported by
inclusive policies and a safe, enabling
environment.”

PM Rabuka said the Government
was committed to strengthening the
implementation of the Institutional
Capacity Development and Gender
Responsive Planning and Budgeting
initiatives.

In launching the National Action Plan
to Prevent Violence
Against all
Women and Girls
(NAP-PVAWG)
in 2023, and for

the first  time,
the Government
introduced a

Gender-based
Violence  (GBV)
budget line in the
national budget.

By PRASHILA DEVI

IJI is a nation that values the
principles of human rights,

dignity, and social justice.
Prime Minister, Sitiveni
Rabuka, while opening the Pacific
Convention on the Elimination of all
Forms of Discrimination Against Women
Technical Cooperation Session in Suva in
April, said the Government recognised the
importance of the CEDAW Convention
as a guiding framework in “our collective
journey to eliminate discrimination against
women and foster a more inclusive society”.

PM Rabuka said since the last reporting,
Fiji has made advancements with the
Government concentrating its efforts on
enhancing access to justice services, as
well as expanding educational and training
opportunities for women.

“This strategic focus underscores the
recognition of the vital role of equipping
women with skills and knowledge to excel
in the workforce. More women than men
are graduating from universities across
specialised fields, promising prospects for
their future,” he explained.

Moreover, he said there had been a
significant increase in the participation
of women in industries traditionally
dominated by men, such as in construction,
engineering, military and technology.

PM Rabuka acknowledged the role
women play in the cultural context and the
transition into professional career women.

“They are the archives of traditional
repository that has held communities

together in such remote and maritime

islands in the Pacific Ocean. Our mothers
and grandmothers have not only been
nurturers but also have always contributed
to the non-traditional roles of fishing and
farming and have pushed barriers over the
years.”

The Head of Government said women are
today qualified aircraft engineers, pilots, in
shipping, construction workers, plumbers
and electricians among others.

PM Rabuka also extended Government’s
reaffirmation to the vision and commitments
enshrined in the Revitalized Pacific Leaders
Gender Equality Declaration.

“This  declaration underscores our
collective resolve to eliminate barriers to
gender equality and to empower women and
girls across all areas of life,” he said.

“It challenges us to tackle inequality at its
roots, to strengthen regional collaboration,
and to ensure that progress is sustained and
measurable. This session is a testament to
our shared determination to honour those
commitments and advance the principles of
the Declaration,” he said.

The session was hosted by the Fiji
Government inn partnership with Office
of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights (OHCHR), United
Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the
Empowerment of Women (UN Women),
Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat and the
Pacific Community (SPC).

It was a landmark session in that it brought
together stakeholders from across the
Pacific to strengthen engagement with the
CEDAW Committee and advance gender
equality across the region.

Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, opened the Pacific Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women
Technical Cooperation Session held in Suva in April. Photo: SUPPLIED

HE Chairman of

the  Public  Service
Commission (PSC),
Luke Rokovada, has

“No one should ever have to
endure such violence. Sainimere
Tuinasakea’s death is a stark reminder
of the work that still needs to be done

The Public Service extends its
condolences to Mrs Tuinasakea’s
family, friends and colleagues during
this extremely difficult time.

strongly condemned the tragic death
of Sainimere Tuinasakea, a dedicated
civil servant from the Department of
Immigration.

Ms Tuinasakea sadly lost her life
in another incident of domestic and
gender-based violence in Fiji.

The Public Service upholds a strict
zero-tolerance policy against gender-
based violence in all forms.

Mr Rokovada stated that this
incident underscores the urgent need
for continued action and awareness
across all sectors of society.

to ensure the safety and dignity of all
women in Fiji,” Mr Rokovada stated.
He emphasised the Public
Service Commission’s unwavering
commitment to the safety and
well-being of its employees and
is committed to introducing and
implementing gender-based
prevention  policies and  will
immediately initiate a mandatory
training programme for all public
servants to enhance awareness,
prevention and support mechanisms
within the workforce.

Any public servants experiencing
domestic violence are strongly
encouraged to reach out for help via
the toll-free line 1560.

The Public Service Commission
has called on all citizens to stand
together in addressing this growing
issue and to support initiatives aimed
at preventing domestic violence and
protecting our women and girls.
Service

(Source: Public

Commission)

Public Service Commission Chairman Luke Rokovada, seen here officiating at
the two-day National Health for Human Resources Strategic Workforce Planning
Workshop Program, has called for zero tolerance on gender based violence.

Photo: SUPPLIED

Friday May 2, 2025



email: news@moc.gov.fj; - @FijiRepublic; 0Ft]1 Government;

visit us @ www.fiji.gov.fj phone: 3301806

A delegation from Laselase
village Nadroga, Sigatoka
made a courtesy visit to the
President, Ratu Naigama
Lalabalavu, at State House.

The visit reflects the historical
and customary ties between
the people of Laselase and
Na Gone Turaga Bale na Tui
Cakau, a relationship founded
on shared ties and history.

Photos: NANISE NEIMILA
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The President, Ratu Naigama
Lalabalavu, welcomed kindergarten
students of  Gospel Primary
School to State House recently.

Accompanied by their parents,
guardiansandteachers,thismarkedthe
students’ first visit to the State House.

As part of their visit, the students
presented a special item of
appreciation to the President,
which included singing songs and
showcasing their talents.

Photos: NANISE NEIMILA
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ANZAC Day Memorial

' Photos: WANSHIKA KUMAR

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
for Tourism, Viliame Gavoka attended
the ANZAC Day Dawn Service
at the Military Cemetery in Suva.

He was joined by the Minister for
Policing, loane Naivalurua, members
of the disciplined forces, the diplomatic
corps and distinguished guests.

Signifying 110 years since the Gallipoli
landings in 1915, ANZAC Day is
commemorated annually to honour
the lives of those Australian and New
Zealand servicemen and women who
lost their lives fighting for freedom in the
battle of Gallipoli against the Ottoman
Empire during World War |.

Two families celebrate new homes

Tears turned to smiles in Muana
Village, Rewa as two families
stepped into a home of their
own provided by the Ministry of
Rural and Maritime Development
and Disaster Management.

Funded under the Ministry’s rural
housing assistance(RHA) program, the
two houses turned long held dreams
to reality for 25-year-old Jeremaia
Bose and 60-year-old Timoci Mokoti.

Photos: SUPPLIED

in Muana Village
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By WANSHIKA KUMAR

HE government has reaffirmed
its commitment to improving
infrastructure  after  residents
from Sasavira and Wainibuku in
the Central Division raised serious concerns
about deteriorating road conditions during

the first public consultation for the 2025-2026
National Budget.

For years, communities in these areas have
struggled with poor road access especially
during rainy seasons.

Sasavira Farm Road president Arishma Lata
shared how families were forced to collect
funds and carry out basic repairs themselves.

“For over 15 years, the residents

of Sasavira have been facing serious
hardships due to the poor state of our
farm road. Despite the budget for this
road having been allocated twice with the
previous government, not a single repair
has been done by the previous government
since we acquired the land here and began
building the houses,” Ms Lata stated.

“We are not asking for luxury, just for
the basic infrastructure that every citizen
deserves.”

DPM Prasad emphathised with the
community and acknowledged the
frustration of residents.

“I don’t want to promise you a timeline,
but I can promise you that tomorrow I will

Sasavira Farm Road president Arishma Lata voices the . .
concerns of her community members during the first talk to FRA and housing and we will take your

Justine Maravu of Wainunu Settlement, Wainibuku expresses concerns about a neglected road in her

see you and see the area and see what can be
done immediately,” he said, also pledging
immediate attention to a dangerously eroded
section of the road,” DPM Prasad stated.

Justine Maravu of Wainunu Settlement,
Wainibuku echoed similar concerns about a
neglected road near her home, which becomes
impassable during heavy rain.

“As a mother, having my child walk through
that road when it’s raining, but I’'m at work,
I’'m worried about him going back because he
has to cross the bridge there that is flooded,”
Ms Maravu shared.

area. Photo: WANSHIKA KUMAR

In response, DPM Prasad acknowledged her
for raising the issue stating ‘there are a lot of
areas in Suva- Nausori area right up to Navua,
alot of roads are being fixed by FRA now, we
are not making a demarcation anymore about
FRA and non-FRA roads and that’s going
to allow us to fix those roads as quickly as
possible”.

Members of the public got the opportunity to
express their concerns and contribute towards
the 2025-2026 National Budget through the
public consultations organised around the
country during the month.

public consultation for the 2025-2026 National Budget. number and we’ll try and get these people to

Photo: WANSHIKA KUMAR

By PRASHILA DEVI

HE budget policy direction the Coalition
Government has taken in the last two years will
be continued and further enhanced in the coming
financial period.

This was the assurance by the Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad, in the lead-up to
the 2025-2026 National Budget which is expected to be
delivered next month.

“In the last two years, there were many initiatives where
funding was provided through the budget such as assistance
to students in the form of grant at the beginning of the school
year, scholarships for tertiary education without burdening
students with debt, assistance to farmers- whether rice,
sugar, dalo, cassava- all were given relief in the form of
subsidy for manure and other chemicals,” DPM Prasad
elaborated.

“We were left with deteriorating infrastructure- poor road
conditions, drainage, electricity and water issues all needed
to be dealt with. We have done quite a lot of work on this
over the last two years but more is needed which may take
more than just the next two years.”

On the health sector, DPM Prasad acknowledged issues
that are prevalent such as availability of medicine and
health infrastructure.

“I have been talking to the Indian Government on
accessing good affordable medicines from India and then
we have the Indian Government committing to the 100-
bed super speciality hospital in Nasinu while the Australian
Government will assist in improving the Colonial War
Memorial Hospital.”

The other major focus, DPM Prasad added, was the
development of Vanua Levu with the signing of the tourism
development project with the World Bank.

“This is a 10-year development project but already we are
seeing a growth in business and commerce in the North.”

DPM Prasad also maintained that the removal of debt
burden from students through education loans ensures that
Fiji’s youth do not get saddled with debt upon graduation
when they could be helping their families.

Budget consultation 2023-2026
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Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad speaks to members of the public during the budget consultation in Nasinu.

By WANSHIKA KUMAR

Napledge touplift the nation’s

most  vulnerable, Deputy

Prime Minister and Minister

for Finance Biman Prasad has
signaled that the upcoming budget
will focus on helping vulnerable
groups and improving their quality
of life.

With approximately 51 informal
settlements in Nasinu, chair of
the Nasinu District Council for
Older Persons Randhir Prasad
said residents in the area were
facing difficulties in accessing the
government services.

“Nasinu has approximately 51
informal settlements and I’ve
been visiting them and I’ve seen
the residents in that area, in the
informal settlement have been
facing difficulties, they don’t have
access roads, access footpaths and
they have been finding difficulties

to meet the government services,’
DPM Prasad expressed.

Addressing the concerns raised
at the first public consultation for
the 2025-2026 National Budget in
Nasinu on April 10, 2025, DPM
Prasad said they would further look
at ways of improving the quality of
life of people of these vulnerable
groups in the upcoming budget.

“In terms of direct support, we
increased all the social welfare
allowances in the last budget, the
first budget- disability allowance,
family allowance, child protection
allowance, allowance for persons
with disability we allocated $17.7
million in the 2024-2025 budget and
the other allocations,” he stated.

“Child protection was $17.5m,
allowance for persons with disability,
$17.7 million, transport assistance,
that’s another scheme that’s been
beefed up, family assistance, so all
the social welfare allowance was

Photo: WANSHIKA KUMAR

increased in the 2023-2024 budget
and maintained in the 2024-2025
budget.”

“The number of people needing
aged care, the Minister was telling
me that there is a lot of neglect
also happening, there are cases of
children who have migrated, left
the parents on their own, who need
assistance, who need support, so we
are discussing how we can address
some of these problems and building
of aged care homes where they can
get better protection, better support,
apart from the allocations that we
have in the budget,” DPM Prasad
said.

“Since we came in, we recognised,
we looked at the data, we looked
at the vulnerabilities of some of
these groups and we have provided
additional funding for that and in the
next budget, there would be further
announcement.”

Friday May 2, 2025
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“Goconut: Nurturing communities, growing futures, one seed at a tlmﬂ"

By JACKSON TUVICI

OR generations, the coconut tree,

often referred to as the “Tree of

Life”, has been an integral part

of Fiji’s culture, economy and
environment.

From its roots to its crown, the coconut
tree offers endless possibilities, serving as
a source of food, shelter, and livelihood for
countless Fijians making it a vital part of
Fiji’s heritage and economy.

In celebrating this important, the Ministry
of Agriculture put together a program to
celebrate Coconut Day in Savusavu and
was officiated by Minister for iTaukei
Affairs, Ifereimi Vasu, who was acting as
the Minister for Forestry.

Minister Vasu reiterated that coconut was
more than just a crop and that it symbolises
resilience, resourcefulness sustenance and
opportunity.

“It is more than just a source of
nourishment and livelihood; it is a symbol
of how nature supports humanity’s growth

while fostering a harmonious connection
with the environment,” he added.

Coconuts are deeply intertwined with
Fiji’s heritage and identity.

As a tropical island nation, Fiji is blessed
with fertile land and a climate ideal for
coconut cultivation, making it one of the
most important crops in Fiji’s agricultural
sector.

“Beyond its cultural value, the coconut
tree represents boundless economic
potential for Fiji, offering opportunities
for growth, sustainability, and innovation,”
Minister Vasu said.

He added that in 2024, Fiji exported a
significant quantity of coconut products,
such as virgin coconut o0il, copra, desiccated
coconut, coconut milk, and shell-
based handicrafts, thereby contributing
significantly to the export revenue, linking
Fiji to global markets and showcasing the
rich bounty of our islands.

“In doing so, we are not only boosting
the economic potential for our exports
but also showcasing Fiji’s commitment to

environmental stewardship on the global

stage,” Minister Vasu said.

The global demand for coconuts continues
to rise, driven by trends in health, beauty,

COCONUT DAY BEI.EBRATIONS

e 7&7&%0:”4 Commundties,
Narain Park, Smuvl.

and sustainability.

This opens new doors for Fijian coconut
products to expand their reach and secure
lucrative market overseas.

‘ "n..._;, i
. M\Amlji kg

Minister for iTaukei Affairs, Ifereimi Vasu officiates at the Coconut Day celebrations organised by
the Ministry of Agriculture in Savusavu. Photo: JACKSON TUVICI

Youth grou

Sacks of packed rice which was harvested by the Daloma Youth Co-operative.
Photo: JACKSON TUVICI

By JACKSON TUVICI

OR many villagers who live

along the coastal areas, fishing

becomes not just a staple in

their diet but the main source
of income for their families.

This often limits the earning capacity
of communities which was why a youth
group in Bua province stepped away
from their comfort zone.

The Dalomo Youth Co-operative was
formed this year and operates within the
village boundary of Dalomo in Bua.

The economic activities that the
cooperative has engaged in aims to raise
funds to cater for the needs of the families
of the youth members and to also create
employment within the village.

The cooperative’s chairperson, Kuini

Wagadru said the youth members
got motivated after hearing about
a cooperative that was formed in
Nasarawagqa.

This motivation compelled them to find

World Day for Safety and
IIBaIIII at Work 2025

out more about forming a cooperative
and this led to the group applying to
the Ministry of Trade, Co-operatives,
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
and Communications whereby they were
granted a farm tractor to start up rice
farming in the village.

“From the tractor we had received
we are now able to get about two to
three tonnes of rice per harvest and
each tonne is around $1000 to $1.,400.
Before we never used to achieve this
much of tonnage because we used to
harvest rice ourselves. Now that there
is a rice harvester nearby, it makes work
much faster and easier,” Ms Wagadru
explained.

Once the rice gets harvested, the
members then contact Fiji Rice Limited
for the rice to be weighed and sold to
them.

The Dalomo Youth Corporative was
also in the process of building a canteen
in the village to cater for the needs of the
villagers.

Participants attending the 2025 World Day for Safety and Health at Work at Civic Centre in Labasa
included tripartite members which consist of Governments, Employers and Workers Representatives.
Photo: JACKSON TUVICI

By JACKSON TUVICI

HE Minister for Employment,

Productivity and Workplace

Relation, Agni Deo Singh,

has highlighted that Artificial
Intelligence (AI) was not just confined to
science fiction but has made its presence in
the workforce.

Minister Singh relayed this while speaking
at the commemoration of the 2025 World
Day for Safety and Health at Work at Civic
Centre in Labasa which focused on the
theme “Revolutionizing Health and Safety —

The Role of Al and Digitalization at Work™.

He said that the International Labour
Organization (ILO) reports over 2.78
million work-related deaths annually,
which highlights the urgent need to enhance
workplace safety and as technology
advances, prioritising worker safety has
become crucial to ensure the human element
was not overlooked.

Minister Singh said Al has arrived in
the Pacific and Fiji and “fundamentally
transformed how we work from streamlining
routine tasks and has become an
indispensable tool for businesses striving to
stay competitive in an ever-evolving world
of work”.

“The tripartite ~ which  consist of
Governments, Employers and Workers
Representatives, relevant  stakeholders,

businesses and educational institutions have
a big role to play. We must collaborate to
reskill and upskill workers, ensuring they
remain relevant in the shift to Al-driven
workplaces,” he said.

As part of the ongoing collaboration to
implement Al initiatives with the tripartite
partners, the ministry has for the first time
implemented the QR coding system for the
registration of participants together with
the evaluation/feedback for the OHS Day
celebrations for this year.

“We encountered some challenges from
the participants who did not effectively
utilise the platform to registering for the
celebrations. In total approximately 70 per
cent of the participants did register through
the QR system. This clearly indicates that
our workers have still not adjusted to or are
not comfortable with the Al initiatives that
we are implementing,” Minister Singh said.

The Ministry is updating Occupational
Health and Safety (OHS) policies to address
challenges posed by digitalisation and Al.

With the assistance from ILO, Fiji has
developed its first National OHS Policy
to manage emerging risks and ensure
a safe working environment amid new
technologies.
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FOREIGN RELATIONS

facility

RIME Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka,
visited the Singapore Maritime
and Port Authority Operations
Control Centre as part of the
government’s ongoing commitment to
strengthening  Fiji’s maritime safety,
security, and infrastructure development.
During the visit, PM Rabuka and his
delegation observed firsthand the daily
operations of the centre, at the same time,
learned about the role it plays in managing
vessel traffic, coordinating maritime
communications, and ensuring safe and
efficient port operations across the country.
Authority chief executive officer, Teo Eng
Dih, briefed the PM, highlighting that the
organisation aims to develop Singapore as
a premier global hub port and international

maritime centre, and to advance and
safeguard its strategic maritime interests.
The CEO and PM Rabuka also talked
about the challenges faced by the sector
and explored possible collaboration
opportunities that can be pursued through
investment in infrastructure and technology.
PM Rabuka said that Fiji was progressing
in its vision to becoming the hub of
the Pacific through investments in
infrastructure to enhance port services,
including container handling and storage,
customs processing, to mention just a few.
He thanked the CEO for the opportunity
to visit the facility, adding that Fiji can
learn more from Singapore in terms of port
infrastructure development, in ensuring the
smooth movement of goods and services

Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, visited the Singapore Maritime and Port Authority Operations Control
Centre during his visit to the country in April. Photo: SUPPLIED

that are vital to its economy and the
livelihoods of the people.

Fiji is planning to build a super port
facility in Suva, a significant infrastructure
development that could bolster our status
and strategic role as a hub in the Pacific
region.

He added that the development of a world-
class port facility back home is anticipated
to generate a lot of economic activities and

transform economies not only in Fiji but in
the entire Pacific region.

The Prime Minister’s site visit underscores
the Government’s focus on modernising
critical infrastructure to support economic
growth and improve service delivery across
the nation’s maritime regions.

(Source: Office of Prime Minister)

Fiji represented at the BBNI First Preparatory
Commission Meeting in New York

Fiji's Permanent Representative to the United Nations in New York, Ambassador Filipo Tarakinikini with
the Fiji delegation that participated in the first preparatory commission for the entry into force of the BBNJ
Agreement. Photo: SUPPLIED

1J1 actively participated in the first
preparatory commission for the
entry into force of the Agreement
under the United Nations (UN)
Convention on the Law of the Sea on the
Conservation and Sustainable Use of Marine
Biological Diversity of Areas Beyond
National Jurisdiction (BBNJ Agreement).

The Fiji delegation subsequently attended
the convening of the first meeting of the
Conference of the Parties (COP) to the
Agreement.

The meeting held in New York from April
14-18, 2025 was attended by senior officials
from the Ministry of Lands and Mineral
Resources, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Office of the Solicitor General, Ministry
of Environment and Climate Change and
Conservation International.

Fiji’s Permanent Representative to the
United Nations (PRUN) in New York,
Ambassador Filipo Tarakinikini, met the
Fiji delegation and reaffirmed the Mission’s
support to the work undertaken on BBNIJ.

The meeting was beneficial to Fiji as
contributions to the formulation of the
Rules of Procedure (RoP’s) of the COP
and of the different subsidiary bodies will
guide the work of the institutions while
ensuring transparency and accountability
in the sustainable use and management of
the marine genetic resources beyond the

national jurisdiction.

Fiji will benefit from this Agreement
through strengthened multilateralism as it
builds upon its important role in leading
the Ocean Conference, Conference of
the Parties on Climate Change and the
Paris Agreement, leading on the Fisheries
Subsidies Negotiations in the World
Trade Organization and achievement of
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

An ambitious target has been set to reach
the threshold set out in the Agreement
of 60 countries ratifying the Agreement
by the Third United Nations Ocean
Conference (UNOC3) in Nice, France in
June 2025 to enable the entry into force of
the Agreement.

The status of the Agreement stands at
113 countries having signed including
Fiji whilst 21 countries are parties to the
Agreement.

The two-week meeting in New York
focused on the operationalisation of the
Agreement through establishment of
the Governance framework including
the Rules of Procedure (RoP) for the
Conference of the Parties (COP) and the
subsidiary bodies, financial arrangements
and discussions on the modalities for the
Clearing House Mechanism.

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

gender equality

Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs, Lenora Qereqgeretabua represented Fiji at the 58th session of
the Commission on Population and Development (CPD58) of the United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA) held in New York in April 2025. Photo: SUPPLIED

SSISTANT Minister for

Foreign Affairs, Lenora

Qereqeretabua represented

Fiji at the 58th session
of the Commission on Population and
Development (CPD58) of the United
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)
being held in New York from 7-11 April
2025.

In delivering Fiji’s national statement
at the high-level session, Asst.
Minister Qereqeretabua reaffirmed Fiji
Government’s commitment to ensuring
women empowerment, elimination
of any form of discrimination against
women, gender equality, respect for the
rights of all women and girls.

She highlighted the collective actions
taken by Fiji to promote health and
wellbeing of Fiji’s population.

Further, she outlined the various
programs and policies implemented by
Fiji to promote the health and wellbeing
of women and girls, and in building
healthy population through collaborating
closely with development partners in
particular UNFPA Pacific Office and the
Government of Australia.

Asst. Minister Qereqgeretabua asserted that
Fiji remains committed to its obligations
under multilateralism to enhance the lives
of all Fijians, particularly in advancing the
health rights of the women through the
provision of maternal health services and
programs to better lives.

Fiji was among the few Pacific Island
nations to participate at this high-level
engagement.

The Assistant Minister also participated
in a key event themed, “A healthier future
for mothers: Small Island Developing
States’ (SIDS) commitment to building
resilient health systems for better outcomes
in Maternal Health”.

The event was co-hosted by the
Australian Permanent Mission to the UN in
partnership with the Asia Pacific Regional
Office of United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA). Fiji’s participation underscores
strong commitment to improving the lives
of all Fijians, particularly our women
through the provision of quality maternal
health services.

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)
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DENGUE S

MINISTRY OF HEALTH
& MEDICAL SERVICES

What it is?

Dengue fever is caused by the dengue virus. Humans become infected
with the dengue virus when mosquitoes (black-and-white striped
mosquito) bite someone with dengue (blood meal) and then
transmits the virus when it bites another healthy person.

Dengue fever affects millions of people around the world and most
people usually recover from dengue fever after a few days, with some
experiencing tiredness for a few weeks after. However, in some cases,
dengue fever can be serious and lead to severe bleeding, coma and

OTEGT YOURSELF
FROM DENGUE FEVER

How is it Spread?

Only infected mosquitoes transmit dengue fever. The mosquito
contracts the virus when it bites an infected person. The mosquito
is then infective for the rest of its life and can spread the virus every
time it bites someone. The mosquito that spreads dengue fever
likes to live in urban areas and especially in and around houses and
in containers or other receptacles that can hold water such as
bottles, empty cans, tyres, drums, uncovered water drums, flower
vases, and others.Severe dengue fever can be deadly. But most
people will recover from dengue fever after an illness of 2-7 days.

Although you may continue to feel tired for weeks afterwards.

Fever
Headache

death.
2 o

®

Abdominal pains
Vomiting
\[e[U{=Ye|

5 |

Muscle Pain

Severe Dengue Fever

When developing into severe dengue, the critical phase takes place around 3-7

days after the first sign of illness. A decreasing temperature does NOT mean the

person is necessarily recovering. Special attention needs to be given to these

warning signs as it could lead to severe dengue:

« Abdominal pain

« Persistent vomiting

« Vomiting blood

« Rapid breathing

- Fatigue/ restlessness

« Signs of bleeding such as bleeding gums, vomiting blood, black tarry stools
(blood in stool), vaginal bleeding, and bruising of the skin.

Failure to seek medical treatment in time if severe dengue signs are present may

lead to severe bleeding, severe organ impairment, coma and even death.

How do | reduce my risk of getting dengue fever?

The best way to avoid dengue is to avoid mosquito bites. This means to:
« Wear insect repellent when outdoors

« Use mosquito nets when sleeping

« Install mosquito/insect screens on your windows and doors

You should also take the time to destroy mosquito breeding habitats in and around

your homes, villages and neighbourhoods by following these steps;

« Clear leaves and other rubbish from roof gutters and from around the house

« Remove old tyres, empty cans, bottles, drums, coconut shells and husks, by
covering or burying them to prevent the collection of stagnant water where
mosquitoes can breed.

« Remove potential indoor breeding habitats including vases, water tray under
fridge, empty bottles and cans, and others.

- Cover water stored in drums and containers securely.

« Cut and clear overgrown grass and shrubs around the compound.

Cover stored
water drums
securely

Empty tins, bottles,
damaged buckets
or drums

Get rid of all old ‘

tyres and used
coconut shells

Severe Dengue Fever

Dengue Fever causes flu-like symptoms that generally last
for 2-7 days. Dengue fever usually occurs after an
incubation period of 4-10 days after the bite of the infected
mosquito.

High Fever (40°C) is usually accompanied by at least two of
the following symptoms:

« Nausea, vomiting

« Loss of appetite

+ Headache

+ Eye pain

+ Muscle or joint pains

+ Headaches

+ Pain behind eyes

« Arash

Other symptoms may include;

« Swollen glands

« Diarrhoea

+ Generally feeling unwell (malaise)

How is it treated?

Seek medical attention immediately if you think you may
have contracted dengue fever. Early diagnosis and
management of symptoms is critical to reduce the risk of
complications and avoid further spread of the virus.
Patients should get plenty of rest and drink plenty of fluids.
Take oral rehydration salts if they are available. Paracetamol
such as Panadol can be taken to bring down fever and
reduce joint pains.

DO NOT take aspirin or ibuprofen or any other pain
medicine without checking with a doctor. These treatments
can increase the risk of bleeding because they work to thin
the blood.

When the warning signs of severe dengue as listed above
are present, it is imperative to consult a doctor and seek
hospitalisation to manage the disease.

With proper medical care and early recognition,
case-fatality rates are very low. However, the overall
experience can remain very discomforting and unpleasant
for patients.

(Source: Ministry of Health)
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45-year-old llisapeci Tilolo is all smiles following the successful heart surgery of her 6-month old
daughter Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

By AZARIA FAREEN

R the past few months, 45-year-
old Ilisapeci Tilolo, lived with
worry and fear that gnawed at
her heart with every breath her

youngest daughter took.

That fear had finally lifted with the success
of the little one’s heart surgery - a daunting
procedure for a tiny six-month-old.

This was made possible through a project
“Gift of Life” by Sai Prema Foundation
which has continued to conduct successful
life-saving heart surgeries of children in Fiji
and the Pacific, saving families the burden of
the medical cost.

Mirs Tilolo, who resides in Toga in Nausori,
relayed that she had gone to a clinic at the
Nausori Health Centre and found out that
her baby’s body was yellow so she was
transferred to the Colonial War Memorial
Hospital in Suva where the doctors did an
echocardiogram test on her and found out that
she had a hole in her heart.

“The doctors then added her to the list of
patients going through the treatment which
included an operation,” she said.

“It is not easy to see your child fall sick
and also cry because they are not able to
communicate what they are feeling as she’s
still very small - only 6-months-old,” the
emotional mother said.

“And when we made the decision to
continue with the treatment, we kept thanking
God that he will lead us in completing the
journey.”

“There was a lot of fear and unshed tears
and it was a time where we needed a lot of
encouragement because we thought we could

not fight it alone, and we are very happy that
our baby was able to make it through,” she
added.

Mrs Tilolo said that she is blessed and
“can’t explain it in words but this action is
so powerful that starting from the assistance
from the management to the care from the
staff and the success of the operation - we
did not have to pay anything”.

“Words cannot express what the heart feels
and we are very grateful and happy,” she
said.

“A big thank you to everyone, especially
the Sri Sathya Sai Sanjeevani Children’s
Hospital for giving us the gift of life. I learnt
alot of things by coming here as well, which
is to have a good heart and keep doing good
to others as only then the blessing will be
returned.”

“T used to reflect that all my other children
are strong and healthy as I have nurtured
them with love and care, and seen them
grow up in all stages of their life but when
I used to see my baby ill, I used to hang my
head down and feel sick from inside but with
the successful outcome of the treatment, I
can now get back to normal life,” Mrs Tilolo
added.

She stressed on the importance of family
support as during her time of uncertainty,
her family came together, stayed strong and
prayed that everything will be alright.

“Sometimes fear is controlling but just
listen to your heart because the mind can
deceive us but if we fight this battle together
with love then we can make progress,” Mrs
Tilolo advised.

Minister for Housing and Local Government Maciu Nalumisa greets the senior citizens during the first
Elderly Recreational Day celebration at Ratu Sukuna Park in Suva. Photo: WANSHIKA KUMAR

By WANSHIKA KUMAR

LDERS are the foundation of
our families, our communities
and our nation.

This was the sentiment
shared by the Minister for Women,
Children and Social Protection, Sashi
Kiran while speaking at the first Elderly
Recreational Day in Suva, organised to
honour, celebrate and engage with elders.

“Your sacrifices, wisdom and lifelong
contributions have shaped the Fiji we
live in today,” Minister Kiran stated.

“The Ministry recognises that aging
should not mean isolation or lack of
opportunity. Instead, it should be a
time for respect, dignity and continued
engagement in society.”

The Ministry of Women, Children and
Social Protection continues to uplift
the lives of senior citizens through a
range of its supportive initiatives. From
financial aid to transportation subsidies
and aged care support, these programs
aim to ensure that elderly Fijians enjoy a
dignified and fulfilling life.

Shedding light on these programs
Minister Kiran said the Ministry remained
committed to enhancing the lives of senior
citizens.

She said one such initiative was the
Social Pension Scheme, which provides
financial assistance to elderly Fijians
who do not have access to any form of
superannuation or retirement fund.

Meanwhile, the Bus Fare Subsidy
Program ensures that senior citizens have
access to affordable transportation to
stay connected with family, friends, and
essential services.

Recognising the importance of safe
living conditions, the Ministry also
provides support for Aged Care Homes,
where they work with residential care
facilities to ensure that elderly live in safe,
well-managed environments with dignity
and proper care.

In addition, the Ministry also actively
promotes social engagement through
Community Outreach Programs, with the
aim to keep elders active, engaged and
socially connected.
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Epineri Boleilovoni with Diploma in Quantity Surveying (Level 6) which he received on behalf of his
brother, late Rymell Boleilovoni. Photo: WANSHIKA KUMAR

By WANSHIKA KUMAR

RIEF overpowered the

sparkles of the graduation

gown as an elder brother

stepped onto the Fiji
National University (FNU) graduation
stage—his hands receiving a certificate,
his heart holding a memory.

Elder brother Epineri Boleilovoni
travelled all the way from Levuka
to accept the honour for his younger
brother, whose dreams ended too soon,
yet whose journey was celebrated with
loud claps and silent tears.

Late Joseph Rymell Boleilovoni
was awarded the Diploma in Quantity

Surveying (Level 6).

“I only wish to be here with him, not to be
here alone with friends,” Mr Boleilovoni
expressed with teary eyes.

“If he was here, it would have been a
more joyful day than today.”

He described his brother as a caring and
loving person who enjoyed challenges in
life.

“Receiving a certificate today is also
like an achievement that I accomplished
through him, we have been challenging
and competing with each other.

“I wished to see him wearing this gown
and also this shirt, it was like a dream of
mine which now will never be fulfilled.”
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email: news@moc.gov.f;
@FijiRepublic;

Fiji Government;
www.fiji.gov.fi

phone: 3301806

©e BN

NATIONAL NEWS S8

Ministry convenes first PS
level MACC talanoa for 2025

HE Ministry of Foreign
Affairs  recently convened
a talanoa session with the
permanent  secretaries  and
senior government officials of the Maritime
Affairs Coordinating Committee (MACC).

Ministry’s permanent secretary, Dr Raijeli
Taga emphasised the importance of MACC
in protecting Fiji’s maritime interests as
mandated under the UN Convention on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

Dr Taga explained that dialogue among
the ministries will help shape Fiji’s national
and regional oceans and maritime priorities,
ensuring policy coherence and driving
sustainable maritime development.

Further, she highlighted the critical
role of the MACC in ensuring the cross-
sectorial alignment and driving oceans
policy coherence at the highest levels,

stating that the oceans and maritime space
holds tremendous potential for sustainable
development varying from blue economy
initiatives to promoting low-carbon
shipping and coastal resilience and that
fulfilment of these goals would require
strategic collaboration, urgency and shared
commitment to maritime mandates.

Dr Taga stated that with complex
maritime challenges and climate change
sea- level rise, it was important to secure
Fiji’s maritime boundaries.

The discussions also highlighted that the
delimitation of our maritime boundaries
was not only a legal obligation but a
sovereign duty to safeguard Fiji’s marine
resources, ensuring food security and
enhancing environmental resilience for the
current and future generations.

The MACC since its establishment in

Permanent Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Dr Raijeli Taga with the permanent secretaries and members of
the Maritime Affairs Coordinating Committee (MACC). Photo: SUPPLIED

1995, is mandated to define Fiji’s maritime
zones, mapping extended continental shelf
areas, developing nautical charts ensuring
the enforcement of Fiji’s Marine Spaces Act
of 1977 through its technical members, the
Ministry of Lands and Mineral Resources
and the Fiji Hydrography Office under the
Republic of Fiji Navy.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is the
secretariat of the MACC with wider
membership of the MACC encompasses

the Office of the Prime Minister, Ministry
of Defence and Veteran Affairs, Ministry
of Environment and Climate Change,
Ministry of Fisheries and Forests, Ministry
of Public Works, Meteorological Services
and Transport, Ministry of i-Taukei Affairs
and the Solicitor General’s office.

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Fiji gears up for key
evaluation on anti-money
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Minister for Justice, Siromi Turaga, with Ministry of Justice staff after the meeting with
the Asia Pacific Group on Money Laundering. Photo: JAMIL SULEMAN

By JAMIL SULEMAN

IJI is bracing itself for
a significant evaluation
in 2026, aimed at
assessing its compliance
with international standards for
combating money laundering,
terrorist financing, and other
financial crimes.
This crucial evaluation will be
conducted by the Asia Pacific
Group on Money Laundering
(APG), featuring a team of
international experts who will
scrutinise Fiji’s efforts in these
areas.
Minister for Justice,
Turaga, recently met with
a delegation from the APG
secretariat, led by co-chair,
Mitsutoshi Kajikawa, to discuss
the forthcoming evaluation.
“Compliance with the
international anti-money
laundering standards is crucial
because it ensures that we have
strong laws and institutions to
fight complex financial crimes and
to safeguard our financial sector,
businesses, and people,” Minister
Turaga highlighted during the
meeting.
The Minister emphasised the
Fiji Government’s commitment
to preparing thoroughly for the
APG’s assessment.

Siromi

“This evaluation provides an
opportunity for the Government
to assess and strengthen its laws
and institutional framework on
combating serious crimes in Fiji,”
he added.

In addition to discussions
focused on  Fiji’s  strategic
legal and institutional capacity
enhancements, the APG delegation
engaged with other key figures,
including the  Minister for
Policing, the Attorney-General, the
Commissioner of Police, the Acting
Director of Public Prosecution, the
Governor of the Reserve Bank of
Fiji, the Director of the Financial
Intelligence Unit, and the Acting
Deputy Commissioner of the Fiji
Independent Commission Against
Corruption (FICAC).

The Ministry of Justice, through
its Permanent Secretary, is
overseeing preparations for the
2026 evaluation.

To facilitate this, the National
Anti-Money Laundering Council,
chaired by the Permanent Secretary
for Justice, has established a
Working Group consisting of
officials from various governmental
agencies.

This group will coordinate efforts
to ensure a unified approach to the
evaluation process.
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Minister for Women, Children and Social Protection, Sashi Kiran provides moral support to the REACH team. Photo:

By WANSHIKA KUMAR

SINGLE mother of three in Lami

found new hope through the

REACH program, which helped her

earn about government support and
apply for a fishing licence that would allow her
to earn money and provide for her family.

Led by the Ministry of Women, Children and
Social Protection, an estimated 870 households
benefited from the three-day REACH- Rights,
Empowerment and Cohesion for Rural and
Urban Fijians- program, at the Immaculate
Conception Parish Hall from April 9 to April 11.

The 51-year-old Bela Dakuninata was full
of smiles after she visited the Maritime Safety
Authority of Fiji (MSAF) booth where she
discovered the application process for a fishing
licence and other assistance that the government
provides to assist fishers.

“I like these services, it’s very good because
I did not know about all these assistance and
processes,” she expressed.

“After getting the licence and the boat, I can
fish and generate income for my three children.

“I always go fishing to collect fish for our
meals but now I can sell and earn as I am not
working.”
old Paulo Tawake described the residents
as fortunate, having government and non-
government agencies providing essential
services few steps away from their homes.

“We on this outskirts of Suva, especially
in Lami, the informal settlement, we are so
fortunate that the Government has brought in
all these services with other stakeholders for us,
rather than going to Suva or searching for other
things within three days, and that’s a positive
move with the reach out that they have made,”
Mr Tawake said.

WANSHIKA KUMAR

He said the REACH program was much-
needed especially for the elderly population of
the area.

“It will benefit them because from hiring a
cab, from taking a bus, and the difficult situation
where we live, we have to come down from the
hill right to the main road, and then from here
to Suva, it’s quite long for them so this REACH
program will benefit them as just only in the
short distance, they will be able to be served
with the essential services.”

Speaking at the launch, line Minister Sashi
Kiran, said for the financial year 2024/2025,
the REACH programme was targeting informal
settlements as they were often left behind and
neglected in terms of knowing and accessing
various services and programmes targeted
towards alleviating poverty.

“As your Government of the day, we value
the importance of a knowledge-based society,
and the REACH programme plays a vital role
by making access to information easier — this is
achieved by providing communities with access
to services and knowledge on different types
of Government and non-government services
available to them. This is also an opportunity
for us to listen to our communities and the
challenges faced in accessing these services,”
Minister Kiran stated.

She said the vision for the REACH Program
was to create a more inclusive, equitable society
where every Fijian had access to vital services,
regardless of where they lived.

The program brought government and non-
government services from  infrastructure
development to healthcare improvements,
education to job opportunities, financial literacy
and many more right to their doorstep—making
help easier to reach than ever before.

Friday May 2, 2025
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The President, Ratu Naigama Lalabalavu with the award recipients- Sri Madhusudan Sai, Sumeet Tappoo and Krupali Tappoo after the investiture ceremony at the State House.

By NANISE NEIMILA

HE President and Chancellor
of the Fiji College of Honour,
Ratu Naigama Lalabalavu,
conferred with the Insignia of
the Honorary Companion of the Order
of Fiji to Sri Madhusudan Sai.
As a global humanitarian, Mr
Madhusudan, founded the Sri Sathya
Sai Sanjeevani Children’s Hospital in
Suva and the award was an eminent
achievement and merit of the highest
degree in Service to Fiji the humanity
at large.
One World One
Humanitarian Mission which he

Family ~ Global
also

founded helped establish the state of the
art fully free Sri Sathya Sai Sanjeevani
Children’s Hospital in Fiji.

The hospital has carried out over 360
lifesaving surgeries and over 28000
paediatric echocardiograms have been
performed at the Hospital at no cost to
the patients or their families.

Also honoured at the ceremony with
the conferment of the Insignia of the
Honorary Companion of the Order of
Fiji in the general division for eminent
achievement and merit of the highest
degree in service to Fiji and humanity
at large was Sumeet Tappoo, chairman
of the Sai Prema Foundation and the
Sri Sathya Sai Sanjeevani Children’s

Hospital.

Dr. Krupali Rathod Tappoo, Director of
the Sri Sathya Sai Sanjeevani Children’s
Hospital was also honoured with the
conferment of the Insignia of the
Honorary Companion of the Order of
Fiji in the general division for eminent
achievement and merit of the highest
degree in service to Fiji and humanity
at large.

President Lalabalavu commended
the extraordinary humanitarian work
carried out through the hospital and the
Sai Prema Foundation.

“The fact that these critical heart
surgeries and screenings are provided at
no costisareflection of an extraordinary

Photo: NANISE NEIMILA

degree of compassion and service to
humanity;” the Head of State said.

He also praised the outreach conducted
by the Sai Prema Foundation, noting
that children from orphanages,
residents of aged-care homes, and
individuals from rural and maritime
communities have benefitted from its
medical camps nationwide.
Furthermore, President Ratu Naigama
highlighted that the Fiji Government
recognises this as one of the most
successful public-private partnerships.
“It stands as proof of our shared belief
that quality healthcare is not a privilege,
but a fundamental right for all citizens.”
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Ko Minisita Ditoka ena koro o Muana Toga Rewa ena nona laki dolava erua na vale nodra na lewenivanua ekeya.

Taba tale toka ga ike orau na itaukei ni vale vou me vaka na veivuke ni Matanitu

vuki na wainimata me
matadredredre mai na koro
ko Muana, Rewa ena noa
(24:04:25) ena nodrau curu
yani e rua na matavuvale ki na nodrau
vale ka vakarautaka na Ministry of
Rural and Maritime Development and
Disaster Management se Minisitiri ni
Veivakatorocaketaki ena Taudaku ni
Koro ni Cakacaka kei na Yanuyanu kei
na Vakacoko ena Leqa Tubukoso
Vakailavotaki ena ruku ni parokaramu
ni Rural Housing Assistance (RHA) ni
Minisitiri, a vuki na vale e rua oqo me
vakavotukanataki na tatadra makawa
vei rau o Jeremaia Bose yabaki 25 kei

Timoci Mokoti yabaki 60.

E kaya na Minisita ni
Veivakatorocaketaki ena Taudaku ni
koro ni cakacaka kei na yanuyanu kei
na Vakacoko ena leqa-tubukoso o Hon.
Sakiasi Ditoka ni sa ka taleitaki me da
raica na nodra yaga na tamata, vakabibi
na itabagone mai na parokaramu
vakaoqo ka vakavakarau ki na veisiga
ni mataka.

“Vei au, 0oqo e dua na gauna taleitaki
ni da raica ni sa vuavuai vinaka na
noda cakacaka ka da vakavinavinaka
vakalevu vei ira kece era vakaitavi kina,”
e kaya o Minisita Ditoka.

“Kevaka era tiko na tamata ena vale
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vinaka, era moce vinaka ka ra vakila
na tagomaki ena nodra dui vale, ena
vinaka cake kina na tagane se yalewa
cakacaka. E ivakaraitaki vinaka ki na
nodra veisiga ni mataka na tamata
cakacaka, ni kevaka e tiko na nodra vale
me ra tiko kina, me taqomaki na nodra
veisiga ni mataka na luvedra me rawa ni
ra susugi ira cake kina na gone vinaka,
gonelalai, ka vinaka ka ra na veisiga ni
mataka ni noda vanua.

“Au vakabauta ni oqori na vanua e tekivu
mai kina na veika kece, na itikotiko
oqori na ka keimami vakarautaka tiko
ka keimami nuitaka ni na vakarautaka
tikoga vei ira na vo ni lewe ni itikotiko

vakakoro era gadreva me ra kerekere.”
Me baleta na kena vakacavari vinaka,
erau a sauma ruarua na cau e dua na
ikatolu ni cau ka a $9,551.95 yadua
ka rauta ni $19,103.90 kei na rua na
ikatolu e veivuke mai na matanitu ka
rauta ni $43,537.88 nai sau taucoko ni
dua na vale.

E vakaugeti ira na lewenivanua o
Minisita Ditoka mera kerekere ka
vakayagataka na parokaramu oqo.

“E dola tu vei ira kece na itikotiko, e sega
walega ni baleta na Itaukei me vaka era
nanuma eso na tamata, e dola tu vei ira
kece na itikotiko, se o cei ga e kerekere.”




f

Vakaraubuka Me 2, 2025

| 8 Drauniveva | Issue 4 Vol 16 | www.fiji.gov.fj

oL %

AVAVAPAVAVAVAPAVAIRPAVAPAVAVAVAVAPLY
PAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVYAVAVAVAVAVAVAVA V)

vl

5102 Nl ANZAC bay

-

Oira na sotia ni noda mataivalu era yadra na ivakananumi ni nodra mate na ivalu na sotia ena bulubulu ni sotia ena siga ni Vakananumi ni ANZAC Day.

tiko ena mataka ni Vakarau-
buka (25:04:2025) na Para-
iminisita Vakatawa o Hon.
Viliame Gavoka ena AN-
ZAC Day Dawn Service ena Military
Cemetery e Suva.
A tomani koya na Minisita ni Ovisa,
Hon. Ioane Naivalurua, o ira na lewe ni
mataivalu, oira na mata ni veimatanitu
ki na noda vanua, kei ira na vulagi do-
kai.
Vakatakilakilataka na 110 na yabaki
mai na gauna a yaco kina o Gallipoli ena
1915, na ANZAC Day e dau vakanan-
umi e veiyabaki me vakarokorokotaki
kina na nodra bula na sotia ni Osit-
erelia kei Ni'u Siladi era a vakayalia na
nodra bula ena ivalu mai Gallipoli kei
na Ottoman Empire ena iMatai ni iValu
Levu.
E sivia na 11,000 na sotia ni Ni'u Siladi
kei Ositerelia era vakayalia na nodra
bula ena walu na vula ni sasaga mai
Gallipoli, me ikuri ni sivia na 100,000

na sotia mai na veivanua tale eso.

E kaya na Minisita ni Ovisa Hon. Ioane
Naivalura ni oqo na siga me marautaki
kina na nodra cakacaka na tamata qaqa
ena veigauna sa oti.

“Au nanuma ni mataka nikua e sega
walega ni dua na soqo vakalou, ia e dua
na siga ni marau, e dua na siga ni ma-
rau. Eda marautaka na nodra cakacaka
na noda tamata qaqa ena veigauna sa
oti, o ira era a solia na nodra bula, ka
sa rawa kina vei keda me da marautaka
na noda vakacegu nikua,” e kaya o Hon.
Naivalurua.

“Vei keimami ena yasai vuravura oqo,
e dua talega na neimami itavi levu, ka
vakatakilakilataki nikua na marautaki
vata kei ira na neimami itokani kei ira
na itokani kaukauwa mai na Pasifika,
Ni'u Siladi kei Ositerelia, kei na vuqa
tale na matanitu, ka keimami doka ni
keimami mai tiki ni soqo nikua.

E kaya o Hon. Naivalurua ni oqo e dua
na soqo bibi ka vakadewataka e dua na

R

o

italanoa cecere.

“Vei au vakataki au, me vaka e dua ka
dau dara na isulu ena veiyabaki sa oti,
oqo e dua na gauna au sega ni vinakata
me’u calata ena veiyabaki. Oqo e dua na
gauna bibi; e tukuna e dua na italanoa,
sega walega ni dua na italanoa ia e dua
na italanoa cecere, ka cecere”

E kaya na Komisina Levu ni Ni'u Siladi
ki Viti na Nona Excellency Charlotte
Darlow ni sega ni malumalumu mai na
nodra solibula o ira era a vala ena ruku
ni kuila ni matanitu ena veisaqasaqa kei
na veigauna sa oti oqo.

“Sa sivia 0qo e dua na senijiuri mai na
iMatai ni iValu Levu ka 80 na yabaki
mai na icavacava ni iKarua ni iValu
Levu, na solibula era cakava o ira era
a vala ena ruku ni kuila ni noda vanua
ena veisaqasaqa oqori kei na veigauna
sa oti 0qo e sega ni malumalumu mai ni
sa toso na veiyabaki, ka sai keda eda so-
goni vata eke eda sa colata na itavi me
vakadeitaka ni ra kakua ni guilecavi, “ e

kaya o koya.

“Ena 111 na yabaki sa sivi, sa tudei tu
ga na yalo ni ANZAC, ka dina ga ni sa
vakavuna e dua na yalo ni duavata kei
na solibula na isema duatani ni rua na
matanitu ka rau wasea vata na siga ni
vakananumi, eda nanumi ira talega na
veimatanitu eda sa sotava vata na ivalu.”
E kaya o koya ni o Ositerelia, Ni'u Si-
ladi kei Viti era sa duavata tikoga ena
gauna ni leqa vakavanua kei na leqa ni
matanitu.

“Ena noqu gauna mai Viti, ka oqo na
ikava ni noqu Siga ni ANZAC eke, au sa
raica na veitokoni oqo ni sa mai coko-
vata vakalevu cake ka dau kauwaitaka
na noda dui gagadre.”

Me tiki ni soqoni ni ivakananumi, a
vakadavori na Paraiminisita Vakatawa
kei ira na turaga tale eso na isala me ra
vakarokorokotaki kina na tamata qaqa
era sa bale yani, tarava na iotioti ni duru
kei na dua na miniti ni vakanomodi.
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Ko DPM Manoa Kamikamica ena boseka ni otela.

VAKRRAITAKI NA ITUVATUVR NI BULR
VAKRILAVO KEI NR SRRAVANUA E
VITI ENR FHTA TALANOA

a iVukevuke ni Paraiminis-
ita ka Minisita ni Veivoli,
Cooperatives, Vakaduri Bi-
sinisi Lalai, and Vakauitu-
kutuku, Hon. Manoa Kamikamica, a va-
karaitaka e dua na raivotu veivakaugqeti
me baleta na veisiga ni mataka ni bula
vakailavo kei Viti ena bose ni katalau
ni Fiji Hotel and Tourism Association
(FHTA), ka veiqaravi kina vaka-Guest
Speaker.
Na soqo oqo e kauti ira vata mai na
vakaitavi bibi mai na tabana ni saravanua
me ra veivosakitaka na veisau ni ituvaki
ni bula vakailavo kei na tubu vakatulewa
ena tabana ni saravanua.
Ena nona vosa, a vakamatatataka kina
o DPM Kamikamica na veidinadinati
ni Matanitu Cokovata me tarai cake e
dua na “bula vakailavo vakanamata ki
na veisiga ni mataka” ka yavalati mai
na veika vou vakalivaliva, teitei tu-
dei, kaukauwa vakavoui, kei na nodra
vakaukauwataki na itaukei.
E vakamatatataka na DPM na sasaga
lelevu oka kina na vakatubu ilavo ena
keveli fiber optic ni wai, iyauqaqa ni itu-
kutuku, kei na valenivolavola taqomaki
me tokona na tubu ni bisinisi ni Business
Process Outsourcing (BPO).
“Na veisau 0qo e sega ni baleta na kena
biu tu e dua—e baleta na nodra laveti
vata na tamata kecega. Eda sa vakarau-
taki Viti tiko ki na gagadre ni dua na
vuravura veisau vakatotolo,” e kaya.
E vakadeitaka talega o DPM Kamikami-
ca na veitokoni ki na saravanua me duru
ni bula vakailavo e Viti, ka raica na kena
itavi ena ituvatuva raraba ni veivakato-
rocaketaki ni matanitu. E vakadinadina-
taka na bolebole ni makete e vuravura
raraba ia e vakabibitaka na kaukauwa
kei na veisisivi nei Viti ena kena soli na
veika e sotavi duatani ka dina.
Na CEO ni Tourism Fiji o Brent Hill e
vakavogqataka na vakasama oqo, ka wa-
sea e dua na rai nuidei me baleta na ka-
bani dina ga ni malumu na iwiliwili ni
vulagi ena itekivu ni yabaki.

“Keitou a sauma vakatotolo ena kena
vakalevutaki na promotions e vuravura
raraba. Mai Ositerelia walega, e ono na
sasaga lelevu e cicivaki vata tiko—e dua
e vakavurea e sivia na 10,000 na bogi ni
rumu me baleta e dua ga na otela,” e tu-
kuna o Mr. Hill.

Erau vakabibitaka ruarua na vosa na
yield management kei na strategic in-
vestment ni sa ka bibi sara me toso ki
liu.

E tuvanaka o DPM Kamikamica na vei-
sau me vakalevutaka na veivakabauti ni
investor ena kena vakavinakataki na re-
jisita ni bisinisi, veivakadonui ena inita-
neti, kei na vakatorocaketaki ni Special
Economic Zones (SEZs) me baleta na
saravanua, kaukauwa savasava, kei na
tabana ni tekinolaji.

E kuria o Mr. Hill ena yasana kadua, ni
sa raica tiko o Viti na tubu kaukauwa
ena iwasewase ni saravanua Mi-
cro, Small, and Medium Enterprise
(MSME), ka levu cake na dauveiqaravi
ena noda vanua era vakarautaka na tau-
bale, basikeli, kakana, kei na sarasara
vakavanua.

“Eda sa namaka talega e dua na 300+
rumu totoka otela kei na sivia na 2,200
na rumu sa vakatorocaketaki tiko ena 16
na veivakatorocaketaki,” e kaya o koya.
Ni a kidavaki Viti e voleka ni dua na
milioni na vuka yaco mai kei na sivia
na 80,000 na pasidia ni waqavuka ena
yabaki sa oti, erau duavata kina o DPM
Kamikamica kei Mr. Hill ni sa ka bibi
sara na vakatubu ilavo ni iyaugaga me
tomani kina na toso ka maroroya tiko na
itutu nei Viti me dua na vanua kilai levu
e vuravura.

A mai cava na katalau ena dua na kaci
duavata me baleta na cakacaka vaka-
deitaki kei na cakacaka vata ena ke-
dra maliwa na matanitu kei na tabana
vakaitaukei.

“E sega walega ni vakamatautaki Viti ki
na veisau—eda sa veivuke tiko ena kena
moici na veisiga ni mataka ni noda yasa-
na,” e kaya o DPM Kamikamica.

Ko Minisita Tuisawau ena boseka kei na minisita mai na veimatanitu ena pasivika.

a taura tiko o Viti na nona
itutu ena liu ni veiliutaki ni
draki e vuravura raraba, me
vaka ni matataka na matanitu
o Hon. Ro Filipe Tuisawau, Minister
for Transport and Public Works, ena
veivosaki cecere ni draki e vuravura
mai Lodoni.
Ena nona vosa ena dua na konife-
redi ni dautukutuku ka cicivaka na
6PAC+ alliance e liutaka na Pasifika
ena International Maritime Organi-
zation (IMO), a vakaraitaka kina na
Minisita o Ro Filipe e dua na ituku-
tuku matata ka kaukauwa: me caka-
caka o vuravura ena gauna 0qo me
vakadonui kina na waqa ki na Veidi-
nadinati ni Parisi, ka sega ni tiko mai
Lodoni o Viti me vakacegui kina e
lailai.
“Keimami sa lakova sara vakayawa
me keimami lako mai ki na bose oqo
ka nuitaka ni keimami na rawata e
dua na macala,” e kaya o koya. “Kei-
mami tiko eke me vakadeitaka ni
waqa e cakava na nodra itavi dodonu
ena kena wali na leqa ni draki ka ra
sega ni biu tu mai na veimatanitu
malumalumu duadua ena veisau
0qo.”
A duavata na Minisita o Ro Filipe kei
ira na nona itokani ena Pasifika —
oka kina na minisita mai na Repub-
lic of the Marshall Islands, na Yatu
Solomon, Tuvaluy, kei Vanuatu — ena
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kena biligi e dua na veidinadinati ce-
cere ka salavata kei na veika vakasaenisi
me vakatulewataki kina na kaburaki ni
kasa mai na waqa ni veiyasai vuravura.
Na soqoni bibi oqo a vakayacori ena
gauna ni IMO’s 83rd Marine Environ-
ment Protection Committee (MEPC
83), ka sa tiko kina na lawa veivauci
me vakawabokotaki kina na fossil fu-
els mai na waqa. Na veidinadinati qaqa
sa na imatai ni kena mataqali ena ruku
ni dua na isoqosoqo ni UN — kei na
kaukauwa me veisautaka na tabana ni
waqa e vuravura raraba ka vakarau-
taka na ilavo bibi ni draki vei ira na
veimatanitu malumalumu me vakataki
Viti.

E vakamacalataka na Sekeriteri Rara-
ba ni IMO o Arsenio Dominguez na
veivosaki sa roro tiko mai me “dua na
gauna bibi ena noda sasaga cokovata
me valuti kina na veisau ni draki” Ia
vei Viti kei ira na wekana ena Pasifika, e
levu cake mai na kena oqori — e baleta
na taqomaki ni nodra tamata, nodra
veisiga ni mataka, kei na nodra dodonu
ni bula tiko.

Ni tucake tu na Minisita o Tuisawau
kei ira na iliuliu ni Pasifika e Lodoni,
e tomana tikoga o Viti na nona vaka-
matatataka: na gagadre ni draki e
dodonu me tokoni ena cakacaka dina
— ka sa kena gauna oqo me caka kina
na ka oqori.

N A s

Na Paraiminisita Vakatawa o Hon. Viliame Gavoka ena 'nonasikova
na Sacred Heart Cathedral e Suva me sainitaka na iVola ni'Lolosi me
baleta na Matua Tabu o Pope Francis.

A veiqaravi o Pope Francis me ika 266 ni Popi ni Lotu Katolika Roma
mai na Maji 2013 ki na Epereli 2025. Ena vakayacori na nona veibulu
ena St. Peter’s Square ena Vatican City ena Vakarauwai oqo.
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SOTA 0 PARAIMINISITA
RABUKA KEI NA MINISITA
OASE NI SINGAPORE

ME VAQAQACOTAKA NA
CAKACAKA VATA

gapore ki na veivakatorocaketaki tudei,
veisautaki, kei na veitokani ena mata ni
bolebole e vuravura raraba.

Na iotioti ni gauna erau a sota kina o =
Paraiminisita o Rabuka kei na Minisita
Qase Emeritus ena 1998, ena gauna a

A sota na Paraiminisita o Sitiveni Ra-
buka kei na Minisita na Matua Singa-
pore, o Hon Goh Chok Tong.

A veivosakitaka na veisau ni ituvaki ni
vuravura kei na bibi ni kena vaqagaco-
taki na veitokoni ena kedra maliwa na

KO PM Rabuka kei ira na Mata kei Viti Ambassador Amena Yauvoli kei Vunivola Tudei ena Minisitiri ni
Veika ni Vanua Tani, Dr Raijieli Taga

Small Island States kei na veivanua to-
rocake.

Na bose, a vakayacori ena Istana Palace
mai Singapore, e vakamatatataka na no-
drau veidinadinati vata o Viti kei Sin-

Paraiminisita tiko kina o Mr. Goh kei
Singapore.

Ena nodrau bose, a vakaraitaka na PM
na toso nei Singapore kei na nona iva-
karaitaki ni veisau kei na veivakavoui,

ka raica ni tomana tikoga o Viti na le-
soni yaga mai na veika e sotavi ena bula
vakailavo mai Esia.

Erau vakadeitaka tale na iliuliu ruarua
na nodrau veidinadinati me vakatitobu-

taka na veiwekani vakarua ka vakatoro-
caketaki na duavata vakaiwasewase ena
veitikina bibi me vaka na cakacaka ni
draki, veivakatorocaketaki vakalivaliva,
kei na tubu ni bula vakailavo.

Vakadikeva na madigi ni
cakacaka vata ena veisautaki ni
veigaravi raraba ena tekinolaji

Ko PM Rabuka kei Sir Tony Blair na Paraiminisita vakacegu ni Peritania.

veivosaki vakaibalebale ni-
kua na Paraiminisita Sitive-
ni Rabuka kei Sir Anthony
Blair, na Jeameni Liu ni
Tony Blair Institute for Global Change
(TBI), me vakadikeva na veimadigi ni
cakacaka vata kei na veiqaravi raraba e
Viti ena kena vakayagataki na tekinolaji
vovou.
A sota na PM Rabuka kei na Para-
iminisita e liu ni UK mai Singapore ka
vakaraitaka na nona taleitaka o Viti me
cakacaka vata kei TBI me vakatoroca-
ketaki na veisau ni tekinolaji ena tabana
ni veiqaravi raraba, e-health, kei na iy-
auqaqa vakalivaliva.
E vakaraitaka na nona vakavinavinaka
na Paraiminisita Rabuka vei Sir Tony,
ka vakamatatataka na kena gadrevi na
veiqaravi raraba me ciqgoma na tekino-
laji.
E wasea ni sa vakayagataka tiko na
tabana ni veiqaravi raraba e Viti na
vakayagataki ni tekinolaji me vakatoro-

caketaki kina na kena soli na veiqaravi,
ka na marautaka na madigi ni cakacaka
vata tale eso.

Ena nona isaunitaro, e kaya kina o Sir
Tony ni sa gadreva tiko na TBI me to-
koni Viti ena kena vakavoui na nona
veiqaravi vakamatanitu kei na ivakarau
ni veiqaravi ni bula ena iwali ni bula
vakalivaliva.

Erau a veivosakitaka talega na iliuliu e
rua na veitikina e rawa ni vakadikeva na
cakacaka vata vakabibi ena kaukauwa,
saravanua, kei na vakatubu ilavo me
vakatotolotaki kina na veivakatoroca-
ketaki ni matanitu.

Na TBI e dua na isoqosoqo sega ni
vakatubuilavo ka sega ni vakaitavi ka
vukei ira na matanitu kei ira na iliuliu
me ra vukica na vakasama doudou me
ka dina ena nodra veivakasalataki ena
ituvatuva, lawatu kei na kena vakaya-
gataki, me dolavi kina na kaukauwa ni
tekinolaji.

na Singapore maritime
and port authority

Ko PM Rabuka ena visiko mai Sigapore.

na gauna ni veisiko oqo, a
dikeva sara ga o PM Rabuka
kei ira na nona ilawalawa na
cakacaka ni valenivolavola ena
veisiga, ena gauna vata oqori, era vu-
lica kina na itavi e vakayacora ena kena
vakatulewataki na veitosoyaki ni waqa,
vakacokotaki ni veitaratara e wai, kei na
vakadeitaki ni veitaqomaki kei na caka-
caka vinaka ni toba ena loma ni vanua.
E vakamatatataka na PM na vakaile-
silesi liu ni Authority o Mr Teo Eng
Dih, ka vakamatatataka ni inaki ni iso-
qosoqo me vakatorocaketaki Singapore
me dua na ikelekele ni waqa ni vura-
vura raraba kei na itikotiko ni waitui ni
veiyasai vuravura.
Erau a veivosakitaka talega na CEO kei
na PM Rabuka na bolebole e sotava tiko
na tabana ka vakadikeva na veimadigi
ni cakacaka vata e rawa ni vakasaqarai
ena vakatubu ilavo ena iyauqaqa kei na
tekinolaji.
E kaya o PM Rabuka ni sa toso tiko o
Viti ena nona raivotu me yaco me hub
ni Pasifika ena vakatubu ilavo ena iy-
auqaqa me vakatorocaketaki kina na
veiqaravi ni wavu, oka kina na qaravi
kei na maroroi ni koniteina, cakacakat-

aki ni kasita, me tukuni ga e vica.

E vakavinavinakataka na CEO ena
madigi me sikova na itikotiko oqo, ka
kuria ni rawa ni vulica o Viti e levu tale
na ka mai Singapore me baleta na vaka-
torocaketaki ni iyauqaqa ni wavu, ena
kena vakadeitaki na veitosoyaki vinaka
ni iyaya kei na veiqaravi ka bibi sara ki
na noda bula vakailavo kei na nodra
bula na noda tamata.

Sa tuvanaka tiko o Viti me tara e dua na
super port facility e Suva, e dua na veiv-
akatorocaketaki bibi ka rawa ni vaqaqa-
cotaka na noda itutu kei na noda itavi
vakatulewa me vaka e dua na hub ena
yasayasa ni Pasifika.

E kuria ni kena vakatorocaketaki e dua
na vanua ni toba e vuravura ena vanua
e namaki me vakavurea e levu na ita-
viqaravi vakailavo ka veisautaka na
bula vakailavo sega walega e Viti ia ena
yasayasa taucoko ni Pasifika.

Na veisiko ni Paraiminisita e vaka-
matatataka na vakanamata ni matanitu
ena kena vakavoui na iyauqaqa bibi me
tokona na tubu ni bula vakailavo ka
vakatorocaketaka na veigaravi ena vei-
yasana e waitui ni matanitu.

Vakaraubuka Me 2,2025
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Mai vei WANSHIKA KUMAR

vakamalumalumutaka na rar-
awa na serau ni ivinivo ni qer-
etueti ni sa butuka yani nikua
e dua na tuakana ki na butu-
rara ni geretueti e Fiji National Univer-
sity (FNU)—a ciqoma na ligana e dua
na sitivikiti, ka taura tu na yalona e dua
na ivakananumi.
A gole sara mai Levuka na tuakana o
Epineri Boleilovoni me ciqgoma na vei-
dokai me baleti tacina gone, ka sa rui
totolo na nona tadra, ia a marautaki na
nona ilakolako ena vakasausau levu kei
na wainimata malumu.

A soli vei Joseph Rymell Boleilovoni [
na Diploma in Quantity Surveying £ 44
(Level 6). =
“Au gadreva ga me’u tiko vata kei koya,

sega ni tiko duadua eke kei ira na ito-

kani,” e kaya o Mr Boleilovoni ena wai

ni matana.

“Kevaka me a tiko eke, ena dua na siga

marautaki cake mai na siga nikua.”

E vakamacalataki tacina me dua na

tamata dau veikauwaitaki ka daulolo-

ma ka dau taleitaka na bolebole ni bula.
“Ni'u ciqoma e dua na sitivikiti nikua e
vaka talega e dua na rawa-ka au rawata
mai vua, keirau sa bolei ka veisisivi tiko.
“Au diva me’u raici koya ni daramaka

-

tiko na ivinivo oqo kei na sote oqo, e
vaka e dua na noqu tadra ka na sega ni

Epineri Boleilovoni (left)na tuakai Joseph Rymell Boleilovoni ena siga ni FNU graduation

vakavotukanataki ena gauna oqo.”

Laundering

a vakarautaki koya tiko o Viti ki na dua na vakadidike
bibi ena 2026, ka kena inaki me dikevi na nona muria
na ivakatagedegede ni veiyasai vuravura me baleta na
valuti ni money laundering, vakailavotaki ni cakacaka

a vakarau tu o Viti me vakavouya na

vakailoa, kei na cala vakailavo tale eso.

Na vakadidike bibi oqo ena vakayacora na Asia Pacific Group
on Money Laundering (APG), ka ra na vakadikeva kina e dua
na timi ni kenadau ni veiyasai vuravura ka ra na vakadikeva na
sasaga nei Viti ena veitikina oqo.

Ena itekivu ni vula oqo, a sota kina na Minisita ni Lewa Dokai
Siromi Turaga kei na dua na mata mai na sekeriteri ni APG, ka
liutaka o Co-Chair Mr. Mitsutoshi Kajikawa, me veivosakitaki
na vakadidike e tarava.

“Na vakamuri ni ivakatagedegede ni veiyasai vuravura me bale-
ta ni vakadeitaka ni sa tiko vei keda na lawa kei na veitabana
kaukauwa me valuta na cala vakailavo dredre ka taqomaki na
noda tabana ni veika vakailavo, bisinisi, kei ira na tamata,” e kaya
o Hon. Turaga ena bose.

E vakamatatataka na Minisita na yalayala ni Matanitu o Viti me
vakavakarau vakavinaka ki na vakadidike ni APG.

“Na vakadidike oqo e vakarautaka e dua na madigi ki na Matani-
tu me dikeva ka vagaqacotaka na nona lawa kei na ituvatuva ni
veitabana me baleta na valuti ni cala bibi e Viti,” e kuria.

Me ikuri ni veivosaki e vakatabakidua ki na vakatorocaketaki ni
veika vakalawa kei na veituberi e Viti, era a veitaratara na mata
ni APG kei ira tale eso na tamata bibi, oka kina na Minisita ni
Ovisa, na Attorney-General, na Commissioner of Police, na
Acting Director of Public Prosecution, na Kovana ni Reserve
Bank of Fiji, na Dairekita ni Financial Intelligence Unit, kei na
Acting Deputy Commissioner ni Fiji Independent Commission
Against Corruption (FICAC).

Na Minisitiri ni Lewa, mai vua na kena Sekeriteri Tudei, e raica
tiko na vakavakarau me baleta na vakadidike ni 2026.

Me vakarawarawataka oqo, na National Anti-Money Launder-
ing Council, ka liutaka na Permanent Secretary for Justice, sa
tauyavutaka e dua na Working Group ka ra lewena na vakaile-
silesi mai na veitabana ni matanitu.

Na ilawalawa oqo ena vakacokotaki na sasaga me vakadeitaka e
dua na sala duavata ki na iwalewale ni vakadidike.

Bankruptcy Act of 1944 me vaqaqaco-

taka na draki ni vakatubu ilavo ka vaka-

torocaketaka na bisinisi.
Na veisau vakaturi oqo e kena inaki me va-
karautaki vei ira na kai Viti na veigacagaca
vinaka me baleta na bankruptcy, vakayalo-
qaqataki na bisinisi, ka vakalevutaka na bula
vakailavo.
Sa vakayacora tiko ena gauna oqo na Minisitiri
ni Lewa na iotioti ni wavoki ni veivakatarogi
kei ira na daunicakacaka mai na 7 ki na ika 11
ni Epereli, 2025, me vakasokomuni kina na
vakasama me baleta na railesuvi vakalawa.
Na sasaga ni veisau oqo e yaco mai ena dua na
gauna bibi, ni vuqa na bisinisi lalai kei ira na
dauvolivoli e Viti kei na veiyasai vuravura era
sotava tiko na bolebole vakailavo ka vakalev-
utaki ena tubu ni tubu ni tubu ni tubu kei na
leqa ni bula vakailavo kei na draki.
“E ka dokai na Minisitiri ni Lewa me cakacaka
vata kei ira na kenadau mai na International
Finance Corporation (IFC) ena railesuva bibi
0qo, ka saga me vakayaloqaqataki na entrepre-
neurship ena gauna vata e vakatautauvatataki
kina na lawa ni insolvency kei na ivakarau vi-
naka duadua ni veiyasai vuravura,” e kaya na
Minisita ni Lewa Hon. Siromi Turaga.
Na kena vakavoui na Lawa sa vitusagavulu na
yabaki sa oti e bibi sara vei Viti, ka tiko kina
e dua na iwiliwili levu ni bisinisi lalai sega ni
tauyavutaki. Na kena tauyavutaki na dodonu
mana ni dausoli dinau kei ira na dinau, vata kei
na dua na ituvatuva kaukauwa ni insolvency, sa
ka bibi sara me vakadeitaki kina na tudei ena
loma ni ivakarau vakailavo.
Tokona na sasaga 0qo, na IFC kei na timi ni
Insolvency and Debt Resolution mai na World

Vakavoui taki na Bankruptcy
act ka tiki ni kerekere me
vakatorocaketaki na draki
ni vakatubu ilavo kel na
vakatorocaketaki ni bisinisi

Bank ena vakarautaka na veivuke vakamisini
ki na Minisitiri ni Lewa me tiki ni dua na sasa-
ga rabailevu me vakatorocaketaki kina na tubu
okati ka tudei ena matanitu taucoko.

“Na veisau 0qo e yaga sara ena kena maroroi na
bisinisi bulabula ka vakadeitaka ni ra na biuta
vakavinaka na makete o ira era sega ni rawa-
ka,” e kaya o Stefano Mocci, na World Bank
Group Country Manager for Fiji. “A strong in-
solvency regime promotes responsible lending
and strengthens financial system stability.”

Na sasaga ni World Bank Group e oka kina e
dua na vakadidike taumada ni diagnostic ka
vakayagataki ena iwalewale vinaka duadua
ni veiyasai vuravura me buli kina na iwali e
veiganiti kei na ituvaki duatani kei Viti. Oqo
ena salavata kei na World Bank Principles for
Effective Insolvency and Creditor/Debtor Re-
gimes, ka solia na idusidusi vou me baleta na
kena qaravi na insolvency ni bisinisi lalai kei
na bisinisi lalai.

Me kena ikuri, na cakacaka ni IFC e Viti e to-
koni mai na Matanitu o Ositerelia ena ruku ni
Vuvale Partnership, ka kena inaki me vakato-
rocaketaka na veisisivi ni tabana vakaitaukei
ka vakaugeta na vakatubu ilavo vakaitaukei.
Na vakavoui ni Viti's Bankruptcy Act 1944
e namaki me vakavuna e dua na draki ni bi-
sinisi vinaka cake, vakatorocaketaka na tudei
ni veika vakailavo, ka vakatautauvatataki na
ivakarau ni matanitu ki na ivakatagedegede ni
vuravura raraba.

Ena veitokoni levu mai vei ira na itokani ni
veiyasai vuravura kei na nodra vakaitavi na
lewenivanua, sa vakarau tu na veisau oqo me
vakaugeta na tubu tudei ka vaqaqacotaka na
bula vakailavo e Viti.
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a vakadeitaka tale na matanitu
na nona yalayala me vakavi-
nakataki na iyauqaqa ni oti na
nodra kauwaitaka vakalevu na
lewenivanua mai Sasavira kei Wainibuku
na torosobu ni ituvaki ni gaunisala ena
imatai ni veivakatarogi raraba me baleta
na 2025-2026 National Budget.
Ena vica vata na yabaki, era sotava tiko
na veitikotiko ena veivanua oqo na dre-
dre ni gaunisala vakabibi ena gauna ni
uca. E wasea o Arishma Lata na peres-
itedi ni Sasavira Farm Road na nodra
vakasaurarataki na veimatavuvale me ra
kumuna na ilavo ka cakava ga vakataki
ira na ripea.
“Sa sivia e 15 na yabaki, era sotava tiko

na lewenivanua e Sasavira na dredre levu
ena vuku ni ca ni noda gaunisala ni teitei.
Dina ga ni sa wasei vakarua na ilavo me
baleta na gaunisala oqo ki na matanitu e
liu, e se bera ni dua na vakavinakataki e
cakava na matanitu e liu me tekivu mai
na gauna keimami a taura kina na gele
eke ka tekivu tara na vale,” e kaya o Ms
Lata.

“Keimami sega ni kerea tiko na iyauqa-
qa, turaga, me baleta ga na iyauqaqa tau-
mada e ganiti ira na lewenivanua yadua.”
A sauma mai o Hon. Prasad ena veiciqo-
mi kei na veikauwaitaki, ka vakadinadi-
nataka na nodra rarawa na lewenivanua.
“Au sega ni vinakata me’u yalataka vei
kemuni e dua na gauna, ia au rawa ni
yalataka vei kemuni ni mataka au na
vosa ki na FRA kei na veivakavaletaki

ka keimami na taura na nomuni naba
ka keimami na tovolea me ra raici ke-
muni na tamata oqo ka raica na vanua ka
raica na cava e rawa ni caka vakatotolo,”
e kaya o koya, ka yalataka talega me ra
raica vakatotolo e dua na tiki ni gaunisa-
la sa vakacacani vakarerevaki, “ E kaya o
DPM Prasad.

E vakavoqataka talega o Justine Maravu
mai na Wainunu Settlement, Wainibuku
na kauwai vata ga oqo me baleta e dua na
gaunisala vakawaleni volekata nona vale,
ka sega ni lakova rawa ena gauna ni tau
ni uca.

“Me vaka e dua na tina, me dau taubale
na luvequ ena gaunisala oya ni tau na
uca, ia au cakacaka tiko, au lomaleqataka
ni na lesu tale baleta ni dodonu me ta-
koso, e tiko e dua na wavu e kea e luvuci,”

e wasea 0 Ms Maravu.

Ena nona sauma, a vakavinavinakataki
koya na DPM ena nona vakatubura na
leqa oqo ka kaya ‘e levu sara na vanua
ena yasayasa o Suva- Nausori me yaco
sara ki Navua, e levu na gaunisala era sa
vakavinakataka tiko na FRA ena gauna
0qo, keimami sa sega tale ni cakava e dua
na demarcation me baleta na gaunisala
FRA kei na gaunisala sega ni FRA ka na
rawa kina me keimami vakavinakataka
na gaunisala oqori ena kena totolo duad-
ua”

A soli vei ira na lewenivanua na madigi
me ra vakaraitaka na nodra kauwai ka
cau ki na 2025-2026 National Budget

mai na veivakatarogi raraba e vakayacori
ena loma ni vanua ena loma ni vula.

Mai vei AZARIA FAREEN

vakadonuya na Kebineti e
vica na idusidusi ni lawatu
ena June 2024 ka kena inaki
me vaqaqacotaki na qaravi ni
veilakoyaki e vanua kei na vakatoroca-
ketaki ni tataqomaki e gaunisala.
Oqo e tarava na matanitu e volaitukutu-
kutaka na vakacalaka lelevu ni motoka
ena 2024, e 54 taucoko na leqa e gaunisa-
la, ka lutu sobu mai na 78 na leqa e volai
ena 2023.
Minisita ni Veivakatorocaketaki Le-
levu ni matanitu, Dikevi ni Draki, kei
na Veilakoyaki, Ro Filipe Tuisawau, ena
nona vakaraitaka na Draft Land Trans-
port (Amendment) Bill 2025 ena Parlia-
ment e kaya ni “dina ga ni sa veivakayalo-
qaqataki na vakalailaitaki oqo, e dodonu
meda gaqarauni tiko ni vakaraitaka na
itukutuku ni rauta ni 20 na pasede ni
leqa 0qo ena 2024 e semati ki na draiva
vakatotolo se vakawelewele mai vei ira na
Provisional License”.

“Na iwiliwili oqo e vakaraitaka ga na
mate, kei na iwiliwili dina ni vakacalaka
e gaunisala era tiko kina na Provisional
License e levu cake,” e kaya ena lomaleqa.
“Kuria na leqa 0qo, na iwiliwili ni Traf-
fic Infringement Notices (TINs) e soli vei
ira na Provisional License e vakavuna na
lomaleqa levu?”

“Ena maliwa ni Janueri 2021 kei na
31 ni Tiseba 2024, e 68,643 taucoko na
TIN a soli ki na ilawalawa oqo ka vaka-
matatataka na iwiliwili oqo na kena ga-
drevi vakatotolo me vakavinakataki na
ivakarau ni draiva, vakabibi vei ira na
draiva vou, ka taura na cakacaka bibi me
vakatorocaketaki kina na tataqomaki e
gaunisala,” e kuria.

Me isau ni bolebole oqo, e vica na lawa
era a vakadonui me vaka na kena vaka-
curumi tale na veivakadonui ni gaunisala
vakawawa, vakacurumi ni dua na itotogi
me baleta na lawatu ni sega ni tu vakawa-
wa kei na kena vakabibitaki, vakacurumi
ni lawatu ni ituvatuva ni sausaumi, vaka-
curumi ni Provisional License Stage 1

(P1) kei na Provisional License Stage
2 (P2), vakalevutaki ni itotogi, kei na
vakadaroya vakawawa na kena tokitaki
na veivakadonui ena volitaki kei na vo-
livoli.

E vakamatatataka o Minisita Tuisawau ni
dua vei ira na veisau bibi ena Draft Bill e
baleta na Wase 57(2) ni Land Transport
Act, ka tukuna tiko ena gauna oqo ni: “A
person who has passed a driving test or
examination shall be issued with a provi-
sional license for a period of 2 years be-
fore a full driver’s license is issued”.

“Ena rarama ni leqa ni tataqomaki e
gaunisala, sa tokona na Cabinet na kena
vakatorocaketaki e dua na ivakarau ni
laiseni vakawawa e rua na iwasewase ka
kena inaki me vakatorocaketaki na iva-
karau ni draiva tagomaki ena kena vaka-
levutaki vakamalua na galala ni draiva
vou ka vakadeitaka ni ra vakatorocaket-
aka na kila kei na kila e gadrevi me baleta
na vakayagataki taqomaki ni gaunisala,”
e kaya.

“Me vakarawarawataka na kena vakaya-

gataki na ivakarau vou oqo, na vakaturi
ni veisau e saga me sosomitaka na vosa
“shall” ena “may” ena Wase 57(2) ni Land
Transport Act,” e kaya.

“Na veisau 0oqo ena vakarautaka na ga-
lala vakalawa e gadrevi me vakacurumi
ka vakaukauwataki kina na P1 kei na P2
na ituvatuva ni laiseni. Ena vakadeitaka
talega ni sa salavata vakavinaka na iva-
karau kei na veika e gadrevi vakalawa, ka
na vakatorocaketaka kina e dua na iva-
karau ni draiva taqomaki.”

“Na veisau e vakaturi ena Bill oqo e va-
karaitaka na veidinadinati sega ni yavala-
ti rawa ni Matanitu me vakatorocaketaki
na tataqomaki e gaunisala, vakalailaitaki
na mate ena gaunisala, kei na vakatoro-
caketaki ni ivakarau ni draiva vakavuku
e Viti,” e kuria.

E vakabibitaka o Minisita Tuisawau ni
Bill oqo e dua na ikalawa yaga ena kena
wali na leqa ni vakacalaka e gaunisala
ka ra vakaitavi kina na draiva vou ka
vakadeitaka ni tagomaki vinaka na noda
gaunisala vei ira kece na kai Viti.
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Ko Minisita Tuisawai keira na lewenivanua e Malake

Mai vei AZARIA FAREEN

NA Malake Submarine Crossing Up-
grade Project e dua na vakatubu ilavo levu
mai na yalayala ni Matanitu Cokovata
me vakadeitaka ni o ira kece na kai Viti,
ena vanua levu se ena veitikotiko e wai,
e dodonu ka sega ni vakatautauvatani na
nodra rawa ni curu ki na wai.

E kaya na iLiuliu ni Koro o Malake, o
Luke Salagi ni liu era dau vakararavi tu ga
na lewe ni koro ki na wai ni uca ni levu na
vuvale era sotava na leqa ni wai ka vu mai
na sega ni nuitaki ni wai.

“Na kena vakayacori na cakacaka oqo e
sega walega ni kauta mai na vakacegu ia
e kauta talega mai na marau kei na dua na
siga ni marautaki vei ira na lewenivanua e
Malake Island,” e kaya.

“Oqo ena mai cava kina e dua na leqa ni
gauna sa oti me vaka ni sa rawarawa sara
na nodra curuma na wai na tamata mai na
loma ni nodra vale”

“Au vinakata me’u vakavinavinakataka na
Matanitu ena nona rogoca ka cakacakata-
ka na nodra leqa na lewenivanua e Malake
kei na Water Authority of Viti ena nodra
cakava e dua na cakacaka vinaka ka kena
gauna donu,” e kuria o Mr Salagi.

E kuria ni veisau ni draki e vakavuna tiko
e dua na bolebole levu ena yanuyanu, o
koya gona, sa kerea tiko kina na veivuke
mai na Matanitu me vakavinakataki na
bai ni waitui o Malake.

Ena kena tavoci na Malake Island Sub-
marine Crossing Upgrade Project, e kaya
kina na Minisita ni Veivakatorocaketaki

ena taudaku ni koro lelevu kei na Vaka-
coko ni Leqga-tubukoso , o Ro Filipe Tui-
sawau, ni “0qo e matataka na raivotu ni
Matanitu me baleta e dua na Viti e vei-
vakaukauwataki, okati kina, ka tudei—e
dua ka sega ni dua na itikotiko e biu tu
mai ena noda ilakolako ni veivakatoro-
caketaki”.

E vakamatatataka ni imatai ni takosovini
wai ni wai a vakaduri ena 2015, ka kauta
mai na vakacegu vei ira na lewenivanua
e Malake Island, ka ra dau vakararavi ga
ki na wai ni gele kei na wai ni uca.

“Ia, ni toso na veiyabaki, sa torosobu sara
na paipo ni wai e tiko rawa, ka vakaleqa
na taqomaki ni wai ni yanuyanu kei na
kena kilai na kena vakatotolotaki na
ituvaki, na Water Authority of Fiji, ena
ruku ni veidusimaki ni Matanitu Coko-
vata 0qo, a tekivuna na vakatorocaketaki
0qo—e dua na vakatubu ilavo ni rai ki
liu ka salavata kei na Water-term Sector
Strategy 2050 ni Viti,” e kaya na Minisita
o Tuisawau

“Na cakacaka oqo e $1.1 na milioni e
vakacuruma e dua na paipo vou 3 na ki-
lomita na kena balavu, ka tuvanaki vaka-
matau me vorata na kui kei na kaukauwa
e wali, ituvaki dredre ni veika e wavoliti
koya, kei na gagadre ni cakacaka ena
gauna balavu”

“Na cakacaka 0qo a rawa ni outsourced
ki na Dive Centre (Fiji) Ltd, ka vakade-
itaka na kena tagomaki ka mana na kena
vakaduri na paipo, ka vakatorocaketaka
na kaukauwa ni iyauqaqa ni wai vei ira na
645 na lewenivanua e Malake,” e kuria.

e =S

Mai vei WANSHIKA KUMAR

E KUNEA na inuinui vou ena paro-
karamu ni REACH edua na tina sega
ni vakawati ka tolu na luvena, ka
vukei koya me vulica na veitokoni ni
matanitu ka kerea e dua na laiseni ni
qoli me rawa ilavo kina ka qarava na
nona matavuvale.

E liutaka na Ministry of Women,
Children and Social Protection, e
rauta ni 870 na vuvale era rawata na
parokaramu siga tolu na REACH,
ena Immaculate Conception Parish
Hall mai na 9 ki na 11 ni Epereli.

E matadredredre o Bela Dakuninata
yabaki 51 ni oti na nona sikova na
booth ni Maritime Safety Author-
ity of Fiji ka raica kina na iwalewale
ni kerekere ni laiseni ni qoli kei na
veivuke tale eso e vakarautaka na
Matanitu me vukei ira na dauqoli.
“Au taleitaka na veiqaravi oqo, e vi-
naka sara baleta ni'u sega ni kila na
veivuke kei na iwalewale kece 0qo,” e
kaya o koya.

“Ni sa taura oti na laiseni kei na
waqa, au sa rawa ni qoli ka rawata na
ilavo vei iratou na luvequ e tolu.

“Au dau laki qoli me’'u kumuni ika
me keitou kakana ia 0qo au sa rawa
ni volitaka ka rawata na ilavo ni'u sa
sega ni cakacaka”

E vakamacalataki ira nalewenivanua
o Paulo Tawake yabaki 53 ni ra
kalougata na lewenivanua, ni ra va-
karautaka na veitabana ni matanitu
kei ira na sega ni matanitu na veiqa-
ravi bibi ena vica ga na ikalawa mai
na nodra itikotiko.

“O1i keimami ena taudaku ni vanua
0qo kei Suva, vakabibi mai Lami, na
itikotiko sega ni vakarautaki, kei-
mami kalougata ni sa kauta mai na
matanitu na veiqaravi kece oqo kei
ira tale eso era vakaitavi ena vukuda,
ka sega ni gole ki Suva se vakasaqara
eso tale na ka ena loma ni tolu na
siga, ka sa dua na toso vinaka oqori
ena nodra dodoliga yani, “ E kaya o
Mr Tawake.

E kaya ni gadrevi vakalevu na paro-
karamu ni REACH vakabibi vei ira
na qase ena vanua o ya.

“Ena yaga vei ira baleta ni ra sauma
e dua na tekisi, mai na vodo basi,
kei na dredre ni vanua keimami tiko
kina, keimami na lako sobu mai na
delana ki na gaunisala levu, oti mai
eke ki Suva, sa balavu sara vei ira
ka na yaga vei ira na parokaramu ni
REACH oqo me vaka ga ni lekaleka
ga, era narawa ni qaravi ena veiqa-
ravi bibi”

Ena gauna vata 0qo, ena nona vosa
ena tavoci 0qo, e kaya kina na Minis-
ita ni Marama, Gone kei na Veitaqo-
maki Raraba o Sashi Kiran me baleta
na yabaki vakailavo 2024/2025, na
parokaramu ni REACH e takete tiko
vei ira na itikotiko sega ni vakatau-
tauvatani me vaka ni ra dau biu tu
ka vakawaleni ena kena kilai kei na
kena rawati na veimataqali veiqaravi
kei na parokaramu me vakalailaitaki
kina na dravudravua.

“Me vaka ni nomuni Matanitu ena
gauna oqo, keimami vakamareqeta
na bibi ni dua na itikotiko e yavutaki
ena kila-ka, kei na parokaramu ni
REACH e dua na itavi bibi ena kena
vakarawarawataki na kena rawati na
itukutuku - oqo e rawati ena kena
vakarautaki vei ira na lewenivanua
na veiqaravi kei na kila ena vei-
mataqali veigaravi ni Matanitu kei na
Sega ni Matanitu e vakarautaki tu vei
ira. Oqo talega e dua na madigi me
da vakarorogo kina vei ira na noda
itikotiko kei na bolebole e sotavi ena
kena rawati na veiqaravi oqo,” e kaya
o Hon. Kiran.

E kaya o koya ni raivotu ni Paro-
karamu ni REACH oya me tauy-
avutaki e dua na itikotiko raraba ka
tautauvata ka rawa kina vei ira kece
na kai Viti me ra rawata na veiqaravi
bibi, veitalia na vanua era vakaitiko-
tiko kina.

Na parokaramu oqo e kauta mai na
veiqaravi ni matanitu kei na sega ni
matanitu mai na veivakatorocaketaki
ni iyaugaqa ki na vakatorocaketaki
ni veiqaravi vakavunibula, vuli ki
na madigi ni cakacaka, kila na veika
vakailavo kei na vuqa tale ki na no-
dra katuba—ka vakarawarawataka
na veivuke mai na kena e liu.

Mai vei WANSHIKA KUMAR

NA vica vata na yabaki, na
gaunisala ki na ikelekele ni
basi ena siti o Suva e dau dre-
dre tu e veisiga—sinai ena
qara, ka dredre vei ira na vodo kei na
nodra bulabula. Na vodo dredre oqo e
vakavuna na veilakoyaki ka vakacacani
kina na basi.
Oqo, sa veisau na veika eso. Sa vakavi-
nakataka na Matanitu na gaunisala, me
vakalogalogavinakataki ka sega ni kuvu
na soso.
Na Fiji Roads Authority (FRA), ena
cakacaka vata kei na Matabose ni Siti o
Suva, sa cakava tiko ena gauna oqo na
cakacaka ni gaunisala e gadrevi vaka-
levu ena Suva Bus Stand.

Na cakacaka bibi 0qo e kena inaki me
vakavinakataka cake sara na cakacaka
kei na kena rawa ni yaco na vanua ni
veilakoyaki 0sooso, ka yaga ruarua vei
ira na veiqaravi ni basi kei ira na udolu
vakaudolu na dau vodo tiko era va-
kararavi kina e veisiga. Era marautaka
na dauveilakoyaki kei na kabani ni basi
na veivakatorocaketaki e gadrevi vaka-
levu.

E kaya o Shalesh Prasad, na dauvaka-
didike ni basi ni Central Transport
Company Limited ena Suva Bus Stand,
ni na yaga vei ira na basi na veivakato-
rocaketaki oqo ena kena vakalailaitaki
na vakacaca.

“Ena yaga sara vakalevu vei ira na ka-
bani ni basi ni na sega ni vakacacani
vakalevu na noda basi, ka sa ka bibi

talega ni sa oti na cakacaka, me matata
na ivakatakilakila ni gaunisala kei na
dua na tamata vakadonui me vukei
ira na taubale ena nodra takosova na
gaunisala,” e kaya o Mr Prasad.

Ni cakacaka tiko vakadaujeke basi
vakatekivu mai na 1991, e vaka-
matatataka o Mr Prasad ni sa dede sara
na kena vakavinakataki.

“E dua na veisau ni gito,” e kaya na
dauvolitaki pini o Karnam Apana.

E kuria o Mr Apana ni vakatoroca-
ketaki oqo ena sega walega ni vaka-
vinakataka na vodo e liu ia ena vaka-
lailaitaka talega na leqa ni bula.

“E liu, e ca sara na ituvaki ni gaunisala
kau dau veitosoyaki mai na dua na basi
ki na dua tale me’u volitaki pi, ka sa dre-
dre sara vei au me’u takosova na qara

lelevu. Sa tekivu me mosi na yavaqu.
“Ni sa vakacavari na veivakatorocaket-
aki 0qo, sa na veivuke sara vakalevu vei
keda kece”

E vakaraitaka na nona vakavinavinaka
ki na matanitu o Seru Rokotuiloma ena
veisiga.

“E vinaka sara, ka na yaga vei keda
kece,” e kaya o Mr Rokotuiloma.

A sikova na siteseni ni basi e Suva
ena ika 13 ni Feperueri na Minisita ni
Matanitu o Maciu Nalumisa me vaka-
dinadinataka na cakacaka e vakayacora
tiko na Fiji Roads Authority ena caka-
caka vata kei na Matabose ni Korolevu
o Suva.
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ITAKITAKI E NA LOMA NI MACAWA

vakamatatataka na Sekeriteri
Tudei ni Veivakavaletaki, o
Mr. Manasa Lesuma, na bibi
ni veivakavaletaki me dua na
tiki bibi sega walega ki na tiko vinaka
ni tamata yadua ia ki na veivakatoro-
caketaki raraba ni bula veimaliwai kei
na bula vakailavo e Viti ena kena tav-
oci vakadonui na 2025-2030 National
Housing Policy, vata kei na kena dikevi
na Development of Informal Settle-
ment Act 2022 ena Civic Centre ena
itekivu ni vula oqo.
“Na veivakavaletaki e sega walega ni
ivakaruru. E vakaraitaka na dokai,
veitaqomaki, kei na madigi; sai koya
na yavu ni veitikotiko taqomaki kei
na bula vuavuai vinaka,” e kaya o Mr
Lesuma ena nona vosa.
E raica o koya ni National Housing
Policy, e segata me vakadeitaka ni ra
rawata na lewenivanua yadua na vale
sau rawarawa ka taqomaki ka sotava
na nodra gagadre duidui.
“Na lawatu oqo e sega walega ni dua na
ivola; e matataka e dua na ituvatuva co-
kovata me baleta na veisiga ni mataka,”
e vakamatatataka o Lesuma, ka raica ni

a caka mai na veivakatarogi rabailevu
ka vakaraitaka na yavunibula kei na
domodra na lewenivanua e Viti.

Na lawatu oqo e salavata kei na ya-
layala nei Viti ki na ituvatuva ni veiya-
sai vuravura, oka kina na New Urban
Agenda kei na Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals.

Me salavata kei na kena tavoci na la-
watu ni veivakavaletaki, a kacivaka
na Sekeriteri Tudei ni veivakavaletaki
na tekivutaki ni dua na iwalewale ni
dikevi bibi me baleta na Development
of Informal Settlement Act.

E vakadinadinataka na bibi ni itikotiko
sega ni vakarautaki, ka vakarautaka na
ivakaruru vei ira e sega ni wili rawa na
lewenivanua e Viti ka ra sa vakatikitiki-
taki tu ena loma ni lawa kei na veiqa-
ravi.

“Na 2022 Act e ivakatakilakilataka ni
dua na toso levu, E kila na veika dina
era sotava tiko na veitikotiko sega ni
vakatautauvatani ka kena inaki me
tauyavutaka e dua na sala tuvanaki ki
na veitagomaki dina kei na ituvaki ni
bula dokai”

Na railesuvi

B\

/e

Dua na lewe ni koro e Naiserelagi e marautaka na dola ni wai.

Mai vei AZARIA FAREEN

A Matanitu Cokovata e dei
tikoga ena nona veidinadi-
nati me vakatautauvatata-
ki na kena rawati na ivure-
vure bibi, vakabibi vei ira na veikoro
kei na veitikotiko e waitui.
Oqo e sa vuavuai vinaka sara vei ira na
lewenivanua e Naiserelagi Village kei
na Ra Provincial Compound ena kena
vakarautaki na wai savasava me vakay-
agataki e vale kei na itikotiko.
Ena nona vakacaucautaka na sasaga
0qo, e kaya kina na lewenivanua yaba-
ki 57 o Verenaisi Waqalala ni oqo ena
vakamamadataka na veiyabaki ni leqa
ni wai.
“A maileqa na watiqu ena yabaki sa oti
ka ra tiko vata kei au e vale na luvequ
kei na makubuqu,” e tukuna mai.
“Au sa vakaitikotiko mai Naiserelagi
Village ena 36 na yabaki sa oti ka kei-
mami sotava kece na dredre ni wai me
tekivu mai na gauna oya,” e kaya.
“Ena so na gauna keimami na sega ni
rawata na wai me rua se tolu na siga ka
so na gauna e dau qiriti keimami mai

na Turaga ni Koro ka dolava na paipo
ena koro me keimami vakatawana kina
na wai ni levu vei keimami e tiko na
valenisili ka gadrevi kina na wai”
“Keimami dau vakatawana na bola-ni-
wai kei na vokete ena wai me vakade-
itaka ni rawa ni dede me vaka ni so na
gauna e dau taura e dua na macawa me
qai tudei na kaukauwa ni wai me rawa
ni keimami kauta mai na wai ki na nei-
mami veivale,” e kuria.

E kaya o Mrs Wagqalala ni dau vaka-
tawana ga na vokete wai me gunu ka
vakasaqa ia me sava isulu, ena waraka
me vinaka mai na wai ka qai savata na
isulu ena vei3 ki na 4 na siga.

“Keitou marautaka vakalevu ni sa tiko
na tage ni wai vou kei na ivakarau
vou ni wai ka sa rawa kina vei keitou
me keitou vakayagataka vakamatau
na neitou valenisili ka sisili vinaka ka
sega ni vakayagataki na vokete wai me
baleta na neitou gagadre,” e kaya.

“Sa katakata sara ga ena dua na gauna
lekaleka sa oti ka sa mai vakayagataki
tiko 0qo na wai vou vinaka keitou sa
vakayagataka tiko na sisili vakavica ena
dua na siga,” e kuria.

Tavoca na Matanitu na
National Housing Policy
2025-2030 me Walia na

Na veivalevale ena Public Rental Board

a tavoca vakadonui na Matani-
tu na National Housing Policy
2025-2030, ka kena inaki me
walia na bolebole bibi e sotava
tiko na tabana ni veivakavaletaki ena
vanua.
Ena soqo ni tavoci ka vakayacori ena
Suva Civic Centre ena itekivu ni vula
0qo, a vakamatatataka kina na Minis-
ita ni Veivakavaletaki kei na Matanitu
Vakaitaukei, Hon. Maciu Nalumisa, na
yalayala ni matanitu me vakadeitaka na
veivakavaletaki e veirauti vei ira kece na
kai Viti.
“Keitou vakadeitaka tale na neitou ya-
layala me vakarautaki e dua vei ira na
gagadre bibi duadua ni bula: na ivakar-
uru kei na veitaqgomaki me baleti ira na
tamata yadua kei na matavuvale e Viti,”
e kaya o Hon. Nalumisa.
“Na lawatu oqo e salavata kei na 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development,
vakabibi na Sustainable Development
Goal 11, ka gadrevi kina na veivaka-
valetaki e okati kina, tagomaki, ka sau
rawarawa.’
E vakamatatataka na minisita na itavi
vakalawa me vaka e virikotori tu ena
Wase 35 ni Yavu ni Vakavulewa ni 2013
e Viti, ka vakamatatataka na yalayala ni
matanitu me tagqomaka ka tokona na
nodra dodonu na lewenivanua, veitalia
na nodra vanua.
“E dodonu me taura na matanitu na
veika veiganiti me kilai kina na dodonu
ni veivakavaletaki e veiganiti kei na
veiganiti vei ira kece na kai Viti, ena
loma ni iyalayala ni ivurevure e tiko,” e
kaya.
Na National Housing Policy ena
vakanamata ki na veitikina bibi me
vakatorocaketaki kina na ituvaki kei na
kena rawati na veivakavaletaki. Na sa-
saga bibi e oka kina:
- Regulating the Housing Market:
Vaqaqacotaki ni ituvatuva vakalawa
me vakadeitaka na kena vakarautaki na
vale vinaka kei na vale redetaki.
- Vakatorocaketaki ni Affordabil-
ity: Vakatorocaketaki ni parokaramu
ni veivakavaletaki vakabalavu kei na
iwalewale ni veitokoni vakatabakidua
vei ira na vuvale e lailai na isau.
- Capacity Development: Vakalevutaka

na iwiliwili ni tamata cakacaka ena tara
vale ena vuli kei na sikolasivi kei na
vakatorocaketaki ni ivakarau ni ituku-
tuku ni veivakavaletaki me vinaka cake
kina na tabana ni cakacaka.

E kaciva talega na Minisita o Nalumisa
me dua na ivakarau duavata ena kena
vakayacori na lawatu oqo.

“Na kena vakayacori vakavinaka na la-
watu 0qo e gadrevi kina e dua na iwale-
wale ni iwasewase taucoko; E dodonu
me da cakacaka vata ena veiminisita,
tabana ni cakacaka, isoqosoqo, kei na
itikotiko,” e ugeti koya.

Na tavoci oqo e vakatakilakilataka e
dua na gauna bibi ki na matanitu ena
nona sasaga tikoga me vakarautaka na
iwali ni veivakavaletaki okati kina, ka
vakaraitaka na veidinadinati kaukauwa
me sotavi na veimataqali gagadre ni
lewenivanua.

Ena kena vakaliuci na kena rawati kei
na kena saumi na lawatu ni veivaka-
valetaki, sa namaka na matanitu me
tauyavutaka e dua na draki vakatau-
tauvata me rawa kina vei ira na tamata
yadua kei na matavuvale, veitalia na
nodra ituvaki ni bula vakailavo, me ra
rawata na ituvaki ni bula e taqomaki ka
veiganiti.

“Me kakua walega ni yavu ni cakacaka
na National Housing Policy oqo ia me
ivakatakilakila talega ni noda sasaga
vakamatanitu me vakadeitaka ni sega
ni dua e biu tu mai ena kena vakadeita-
ki e dua na vanua taqomaki ka dodonu
me vakatokai kina na itikotiko,” e tinia
o Nalumisa.

Ena nona vakavinavinaka vei ira kece
era vakaitavi ena nodra cau ki na kena
tuvanaki na lawatu, e vakamatatataka
na nodra itavi bibi ena ilakolako wasei
oqo ki na dua na Viti e okati ka vakatau-
tauvatani cake.

Ni toso tiko ki liu na matanitu, sa dei
tikoga na matanitu me vakatorocaket-
aka na veitokani kei na veitokoni ena
tabana ni veivakavaletaki, ka saga me
tarai cake e dua na ivakarau ni veivaka-
valetaki e kaukauwa cake ka kaukauwa
cake vei ira kece na kai Viti.

Vakaraubuka Me 2,2025
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