
AZARIA FAREEN
 

IN a short span of two years, the Sri 
Sathya Sai Sanjeevani Children’s 
Hospital has saved 277 lives of 
children suffering from heart de-

fects in Fiji and the Pacific.
Among this number was two-year and 
eight-months-old, Ruci Muari, who re-
cently had a heart operation and was 
playful with her teddy on her beaming 
mother Vasiti Ravuso’s lap.
In commending the hard work of the 
doctors, Ms Ravuso thanked the hospi-

tal for assisting her family with the free 
heart surgery.
 “I found out my daughter had heart is-
sues when she was two-weeks-old and 
she got admitted at the Colonial War 
Memorial Children’s Hospital for pneu-
monia,” she highlighted.
 “Since this was during the COVID-19 
pandemic, the doctors decided to do 
other tests as well so we had an echo 
scan done and that’s when we found 
out that she had one heart defect at the 
atrial septum.”
 “As she got bigger, she got more active 

and the number increased to two and 
then we found out this year in her last 
echo before the surgery that there were 
three defects,” she added.
Ms Ravuso said that she feels blessed 
as her daughter was the first one in 
this group to get the surgery done this 
month and that she’s recovering very 
well.
 “She has gained a lot of weight in the 
past six days since her surgery and I am 
very happy to see the progress she has 
made,” she relayed.
 “I was told that with congenital heart 

disease, there could be underlying fac-
tors such as issues with her height and 
deferment of growth in so many ways 
which I have actually seen with her 
weight,” Ms Ravuso explained.
 “In the first two years of her life, it was 
hard to get her weight up to 11-kilo-
grams but after the surgery she went 
from 10.8 on our discharge to 11.3 to-
day when we went in for our review.”
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THE Ministry of Employment, Productivity and Industrial Relations has appointed 
consultants to conduct the comprehensive review of the National Minimum Wage and 
the 10 sectoral wages recently.

The Ministry has appointed Professor Anand Chand (Fiji National University) as team 
leader and University of the South Pacific’s Economics lecturer, Dr Janesh Sami, Dr Jone Lako 
and Dr Maureen Fatiaki Karan as the other members who will be engaged for the duration of seven 
weeks.

The signing ceremony formalising the appointment took place between the Ministry permanent 
secretary, Maritino Nemani and the consultants.

Mr Nemani thanked the consultants and expressed gratitude to them for coming forward and 
expressing their interest in assisting the Fiji Government in carrying out the review of the minimum 
wage.

“We appreciate your independence and the integrity that you bring to the work that is going to 
be under-taken.”

“The Ministry again would like to acknowledge and show its appreciation towards your efforts 
that will be put into this national agenda in ensuring that we have a robust outcome of the national 
minimum wage review.”

Prof. Chand further highlighted that the team will undertake a very thorough and robust review in 
deter-mining a decent minimum wage for sustainable economic growth.

Meanwhile, the line Minister, Agni Deo Singh, pointed out that the review was a significant step 
towards ensuring fair and equitable remuneration practices and is in line with international labour 
standards and best practices.

“The consultants will be working closely with relevant stakeholders including government, 
employers and workers’ representatives to gather data necessary for a thorough assessment of 
current wage structures.

“We’re confident that the expertise and dedication of the Consultants will greatly benefit this 
important re-view initiative.”

“We look forward to their valuable insights and recommendations that will emerge from this 
collaborative effort,” said Minister Singh.

The ultimate goal is to promote decent work principles, support the well-being of workers and 
contribute to sustainable economic growth.

(Source: Ministry of Employment, Productivity and Industrial Relations)
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Govt extends retirement age to address skill 
shortages in critical professions

Fiji Govt appoints consultants 
to review National Minimum 
Wage and Sectoral Wages

The Coalition Government will extend the 
retirement age from 60 to 62 years for 
specialised expert positions requiring scarce 
skills across the Civil Service.

Prime Minister and Minister for Civil Service, Sitiveni 
Rabuka, said this is a strategic approach to retain expertise 
and address skill shortages within the Civil Service.

“Extending the retirement age for specialized officers 
and positions requiring scarce skills is essential to meet the 
economic priorities and developmental objectives of the 
Civil Service,” said PM Rabuka.

Under the new policy, positions categorized as having 
“scarce skills” will be eligible for an extended retirement 
age.

This determination will be based on clear guidelines 
and criteria developed by the Ministry of Civil Service, 
which will be circulated to all government ministries for 
implementation.

Potential positions that might be considered as having 
scarce skills are:

• Specialised Physicians and Surgeons,

• Nurses,
• Public Health Experts,
• Cybersecurity Experts,
• Software Developers and Engineers,
• Data Scientists and Analysts,
• Civil Engineers,
• Environmental Engineers,
• Electrical Engineers,
• STEM Teachers,
• Special Education Teachers,
• Urban Planners and Policy Experts,
• Wildlife Biologists and Conservationists, and;
• Forestry Management Professionals.
Extensions beyond 62 years will be evaluated on a 

case-by-case basis, with recommendations submitted by 
respective line ministries.

The Government is committed to ensuring a smooth 
transition and effective implementation of this policy 
change.

(Source: Ministry of Civil Service)

THE Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS) in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs convened National Consultations for Fiji 
on the key regional initiatives for 2024. 

The first of such consultation was presided by the Acting Secretary 
General of the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS), Esala Nayasi, and 
Fiji’s Roving Ambassador, William Toganivalu when they met recently in Suva. 

Discussions considered Fiji’s perspective and experiences in the context of the 
key regional initiatives for 2024 and took into account updates on the national 
priorities to better inform the alignment of the 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific 
Continent (2050 Strategy). 

The outcomes of the deliberations will inform a cohesive implementation of 
the 2050 Strategy. 

The initiative demonstrates Fiji’s commitment and solidarity with Forum 
members in building a more resilient, prosperous and peaceful Pacific Region. 

In his opening address, Mr Nayasi acknowledged the Fiji Government as the 
host country of the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat and reaffirmed the value 
and historical linkages of Fiji and the organisation. 

He underlined the value of Pacific Regionalism and collective action and 
advocacy to inform and drive regional priorities. 

In turn, Mr Toganivalu thanked PIFS for the commitment to foster unity, 
solidarity and progress among Forum member states. 

He spoke of the importance of national consultations to shape a sustainable 
future of the region and to make positive impacts on the lives and livelihood of 
the Pacific Family. 

Mr Toganivalu said it is incumbent upon the Forum members to ensure 
that this crucial process is guided by the principles of equity, inclusivity and 
sustainability. 

The consultations focused on raising awareness and appreciation for Pacific 
Regionalism and PIFS role, to ensure that regional mechanisms align and 
support the national development priorities, address challenges and promote 
opportunities for deeper regional engagements. 

The 2050 Strategy was endorsed by the Pacific Islands Forum Leaders in 
2022 guiding regionalism in the Pacific, and its Implementation Plan (2050 
Strategy Implementation Plan) was endorsed also by the Leaders in 2023 in 
Cook Islands.

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Prime Minister and Minister for Civil Service, Sitiveni Rabuka. 
Photo: SUPPLIED

Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS) acting secretary-general, Esala Nayasi and Fiji’s 
Roving Ambassador, William Toganivalu, at the first National Consultations for Fiji on the 

regional initiatives for 2024. Photo: SUPPLIED

Ministry of Employment, Productivity and Industrial Relations permanent secretary, Maritino Nemani with the newly 
appointed consultants tasked to review the National Minimum Wage and 10 Sectoral Wage. 
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No changes in personal, corporate 
or consumption tax rates

Mother grateful for 
daughter’s free heart surgery

PM Rabuka launches UN cohesion program for Fiji

DEPUTY Prime Minister and 
Minister for Finance, Biman 
Prasad has assured the public that 
there will be no imminent changes 

in personal, corporate, or consumption tax rates.
This was the message delivered during DPM 

Prasad’s keynote address at the Fiji Institute of 
Accountants Congress at the Shangri–La Fijian 
Resort last week, providing insights into the 
government’s fiscal agenda leading up to the 

2024/2025 National Budget.
He has, however, disclosed that the 

Government was contemplating on a 
distribution tax, potentially set at a modest five 
percent, targeting dividends and head office 
remittances.

“We are in discussions with businesses 
regarding the potential implementation of a 
distribution tax, aiming to weigh its merits and 
ensure effectiveness,” DPM Prasad said.

“In addition to tax considerations, the 
Government is deliberating an increase in 
departure tax for 2025, with recommendations 
suggesting a rise from $140 to $170 starting 
April 1st, 2025. This adjustment aims to 
bolster funding for vital tourism infrastructure, 
particularly in rural areas, fostering SME 
participation and creating novel tourism 
experiences.”
Acknowledging concerns surrounding the 

three percent import duty on manufacturers, 
DPM Prasad affirmed, “We are closely 
examining arguments to revert this duty to zero. 

 “Transparency is paramount, and we commit 
to keeping the public informed on this matter.”

The annual meeting was opened by the 
President, Ratu Wiliame Katonivere, and 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for 
Tourism and Civil Aviation, Viliame Gavoka 
also spoke during one of the sessions.

(Source: Ministry of Finance)

 “Waiting for her during her sur-
gery made me feel alone at times 
and I went to the prayer room 
and prayed while my family were 
praying for me at home and the 
best support I could get was from 
my family and I am really grateful 
and thankful for that,” she added.
The mother of two who is em-
ployed at the Colonial War Me-
morial Hospital as an X-Ray 
technician said that the manage-
ment gave her time off work as 
they knew what she was going 
through.
 “Bringing a child to the hospi-
tal is very scary especially when 
they are young but a small cough 
could lead to other things so I 
would urge all parents to bring 
your children to the hospital, get 
them fully checked and immunise 
them if you have to but don’t wait 
until its’ too late because some-
times waiting can lead to worse 
things,” Ms Ravuso advised. 

Speaking at the hospital’s 
second anniversary and 
“Gift of Life” ceremony, 
Prime Minister, Sitiveni Ra-
buka, noted that within the 
first year, the hospital has 
fulfilled its promise to be-
come the hub for paediatric 
cardiac care for the Pacific 
region.
 “The ceremony honours the 
parents and children who 
received the “Gift of Life” 
via life-saving heart surgery 
from the hospital and the 
incredible surgical team for 
their efforts to save the lives 
of these precious children,” 

the Head of Government said.
 “While Government aims to 

provide quality, affordable and ef-
ficient health services for all, this 
can seem like a pipe-dream giv-
en our economic challenges but 
soon we will see a new 100-bed 
hospital built in Nasinu by the 
Government of India.”
 “I am quietly confident that this 
will come to fruition soon, to in-
crease access to life-saving car-
diac surgery for adults in Fiji,” he 
added.
PM Rabuka also acknowledged 
Sadguru Sri Madhusudan Sai for 
being the inspiration behind the 
Hospital and various humanitar-
ian projects and initiatives in Fiji 
and spearheading a unique global 
mission across 32 countries.
The Sri Sathya Sai Sanjeevani 
Paediatric Cardiac Hospitals are 
the world’s largest chain of chil-
dren’s heart care hospitals without 
billing counters.

THE newly-launched United Nations 
Social Cohesion Program for Fiji is 
expected to promote peacebuilding and 
reconciliation in the country.

Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, launched the 
program recently, conveying the Government and 
the people of Fiji’s gratitude to the United Nations 
Secretary General, Antonio Guterres, and the UN 
Resident Representative to Fiji, Dirk Wagener, for 
their support in making this initiative a reality. 

 “The UN Social Cohesion Programme for Fiji 
will support Government agencies and civil society 
organ-isations in promoting social cohesion. Under 
the program, Fiji government agencies and civil 
society organizations will work together to address 
key sources of tension in Fiji and promote dialogue 
and respect for human rights.”

The PM highlighted that the program aligns with 
the agenda of the People’s Coalition Government 
in its efforts to build peace locally and also on the 
international stage.

 “With this funding and close partnership between 
the Fiji Government and the United Nations, the 
project aims to strengthen connections, trust, 
and accountability, and ultimately, peace and 
reconciliation among the people of Fiji,” he added.

 “The project will address key sources and potential 
triggers of tension in Fiji by promoting dialogue 
and respect for human rights. It will bring Fiji a 
step closer to achieving the Peace Pillar, under the 

United Nations Pacific Sustainable Development 
Cooperation Framework 2023 to 2027.

 “I urge us all to continue to carry forth the 
spirit of collaboration and commitment that has 
characterized our gathering today.”

PM Rabuka, at the same time, reiterated 
his commitment to establishing a Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission to address the events 
of 1987, 2000, and 2006, saying, “It is now time 
to make peace at home, promoting social cohesion 
and addressing the pain and injustices of the past 
for a better future”.

He also reaffirmed his call for the establishment 
of a “Zone of Peace” in the region, expressing his 
hopes for a peaceful Pacific.

 “Peacebuilding at home and on the global and 
regional stage is the key agenda for Fiji and priority 
of the government I lead.”

 “Let us remain steadfast in our efforts, knowing 
that together, we can build a future where conflict 
gives way to understanding, where division yields 
to unity, and where hope prevails over despair.”

This program is being implemented with the 
Government of Fiji and United Nations family 
– the United Nations Development Programme, 
UNWOMEN, and the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights as implementing 
partners for the project.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Biman 
Prasad speaks at the Fiji Institute of Accountants 

Congress at the Shangri–La Fijian Resort last week. 
Photo: SUPPLIED

Ruci Muari with her mother Vasiti Ravuso. 
Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, with the UN Resident Coordinator, Dirk Wagener. 
Photo: SUPPLIED
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By DIPESH KUMAR

“CI V I L - M I L I T A R Y 
coordination is about 
saving lives, alleviating 
suffering, and 

rebuilding communities in the aftermath of 
disaster.”

This was the message shared by 
the Minister for Rural and Maritime 
Development and Disaster Manage-
ment, Sakiasi Ditoka while officiating at 
the United Nations Humanitarian Civil-
Military Coordination Train-ing program 
in Nadi recently. 

Minister Ditoka highlighted that to bolster 
regional disaster response capabilities, 
the training program aimed to enhance 
collaboration between civilian and military 
entities in the face of natural disasters and 
emergencies.

“Like many other nations, Fiji and the 
Pacific Countries are no strangers to the 

devastating impact of dis-asters. Cyclones, 
floods, and other emergencies have tested 
our resilience time and again. When 
disaster strikes, humanitarian actors’ ability 
to reach the populations in need and the 
affected populations’ access to assistance 
and services is often constrained for various 
reasons.”

“The military’s logistical expertise, 
transportation capabilities, and manpower 
can bridge the gap when civilian resources 
are stretched thin. In the face of such 
challenges, we must work together for 
our peo-ple, leveraging the expertise and 
resources of both civilian and military 
entities to mount an effective re-sponse.”

Minister Ditoka shared that the training 
program, which brought together 
representatives from govern-ment agencies, 
non-governmental organisations, and 
the military was focusing on developing 
skills, shar-ing best practices, and 
forging meaningful partnerships among 

participants.

He added that the Fijian Government 

reaffirms its commitment to sharing 

lessons learned, best practices, and active 

participation in regional initiatives aimed 

at enhancing civil-military coordination in 

disaster re-sponse.

By JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

THE 11 Mataqali of 
Suvavou Village 
celebrated Nadonumai 
Holdings Limited’s 

milestone achievements since its 
establishment in 1993, starting 
with the construction of their first 
property, the 10-story Suvavou 
House.

On February 23, 2023, the 
holding company marked its silver 
jubilee celebrations, reflecting its 
contribution as a proud member of 
the Fijian business community. 

With this success, Nadonumai 
Holdings was able to implement 
plans for its ongoing development 
which included the acquisition 
of three high-end properties in 
Suva and the formalisation of 
plans to construct a multi-story, 
multifunction tower building 
adjacent to Suvavou House.

This called for a celebration on Saturday last week in Suva with the 
Minister for Lands and Mineral Resources, Filimoni Vosarogo, as chief 
guest which significant as emphasised the Government’s support for 
indigenous entrepreneurship and economic development.

“Firstly, I want to extend my heartfelt congratulations to the Turaga na Tui 
Suva, chairman of Nadonumai Holdings Limited, board members, and the 
entire team of the company for their outstanding dedication, innovation, and 
perseverance over the past 25 years.”

“From humble beginnings to becoming the proud owner of a 10-story 
building, Suvavou House, which has been generating income for a quarter 
of a century, Nadonumai Holdings Ltd. has demonstrated the power of 
indigenous entrepreneurship and its potential as a partner in any business 
investments.”

“By leveraging the opportunities presented by our thriving economy, 
Nadonumai Holdings Ltd. has expanded its portfolio with the acquisition of 
three more properties, further enhancing its assets and impact,” the Lands 
Minister stated.

He expressed delighted at hearing about Nadonumai Holdings’ plan 
to embark on the construction of a new multi-story building, behind the 
Suvavou House.

Minister Vosarogo expressed pride in Nadonumai Holdings’ role as a model 
indigenous business entity and reiterated the Government’s commitment 
to supporting indigenous entrepreneurship through various policies and 
initiatives.

“In Fiji, where economic success is often equated with non-indigenous 
or global multinational corporations, Nadonumai Holdings Ltd. stands as a 
beacon of hope, proving that indigenous businesses can thrive and excel on 
a level playing field with other similar businesses locally.” 

“Your achievements remind us that when given the opportunity and 
support, indigenous entrepreneurs can create jobs, drive innovation, 
improve livelihoods, and contribute to the prosperity of the people of 
Suvavou Village, and the country as a whole,” Minister Vosarogo added.

By JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

The Government of Japan and Fiji 
share a longstanding friendship in the 
fisheries sector, spanning 45 years, 
during which Japan has provided 

approximately $17.5 million to Fiji’s fisheries 
sector.

In a handing-over ceremony at the Lami 
Fisheries Station recently, Minister for Fisheries 
and Forestry, Kalaveti Ravu, emphasised the 
significance of Japan’s recent donation, heralding 
a new era of sustainable development.

Receiving three excavators, three trucks, and 
spare parts valued at $1.5m from Japanese 
Ambassador, Michii Rokoichiro, Minister Ravu 
expressed deep gratitude for Japan’s generous 
support. 

“This donation marks a significant milestone 
in Fiji’s journey towards prosperity and 
environmental stewardship,” he said.

“The Ministry has always believed that 
aquaculture holds the key to ensuring fisheries 
sustainability and solidifying fisheries 
development,” said Minister Ravu. 

“This partnership with Japan, facilitated 
through the Japanese Official Development 
Assistance (ODA) and administered by the 

Japanese International Cooperation System 
(JICS), reinforces our commitment to sustainable 
development and poverty alleviation.”

Minister Ravu highlighted the transformative 
impact of Japan’s assistance in addressing the 
challenges aquaculture farmers face, promising 
streamlined service delivery and empowerment 
for local communities.

Ambassador Rokoichiro reflected on the 
longstanding relationship between Fiji and Japan, 
noting Japan’s instrumental role in establishing 
the Naduruloulou Hatchery.

He confirmed Japan’s commitment of an 
additional FJ$10m to the Ministry of Fisheries for 
the procurement of a new Fishery Research Vessel 
and an ice machine, further strengthening food 
security-related programs throughout Fiji.

“We have indeed shared a long friendship that 
has laid a strong foundation for our cooperation,” 
Ambassador Rokoichiro stated. 

“The provision of excavators and cargo trucks 
aims to address the limited resource capability 
within the Ministry, supporting food security-
related programs throughout Fiji.”

The Fiji Government reaffirmed its unwavering 
commitment to serving its people, particularly in 
the vital sectors of Fisheries and Forestry.

Nadonumai Holdings a 
testament of successful 

indigenous company 

Japanese assistance sign of 
enduring friendship

Minister for Lands and Mineral Resources, 
Filimoni Vosarogo delivered his official 

remarks at the Nadonumai Holdings 
celebration in Suva. 

Photo: JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

Minister for Fisheries and Forest, Kalaveti Ravu receiving the keys to the donated machine from Japanese 
Ambassador, Michii Rokoichiro. Photo: JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

Wayne Snell - Deputy Executive Director of the Australian Civil-Military Centre and Minister for Rural 
& Maritime Development and Disaster Management, Sakiasi Ditoka. Photo: DIPESH KUMAR
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By AZARIA FAREEN
 

“WITH hard work 
and determination, 
you will be able to 
overcome even the 

hardest of challenges life throws at you.”
This was relayed by the recipient of the 

Best Topper in Accounting from the Fiji 
National University (FNU), Rajneel Singh 
following his graduation ceremony recently. 

Mr Singh first graduated in 2009 as a 
commercial pilot from the Pacific Flying 
School and worked in a local airline 
company before losing his job due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“I was home for one year and it dawned on 
me that I don’t have any source of income. 
I then enrolled in a Bachelor of Commerce 
in Accounting and Information Systems 
course at FNU,” he recounted.

 “In thinking of my livelihood, I thought 
two qualifications would be better for me so 
that’s why I chose accounting as there is a 
demand for it,” Mr Singh said.

 “I have three children and my wife is also 
working so I was challenged with looking 

after my children since I was unemployed 
for three years and helped around the house 
where I could.”

 “Since I was a private student, I used up 
my savings to pay for my fees and my mom 
also contributed towards it to finish the 
course,” he added.

Mr Singh relays that in the three years 
of study, he never took a single break and 
even in December he used to study through 
summer classes to complete his course.

 “I was really motivated from the start but 
for me time was a factor as I wanted to finish 
my degree as soon as I could,” he said.

 “One of my major challenges was doing 
late night studies and my children would 
want my attention then which used to 
disturb me but I had to sacrifice that time to 
progress further in education.”

 “I was very ambitious from day one of 
my studies and whenever I would see my 
colleagues studying, I would think of myself 
being in a race,” Mr Singh added.

 “My late father was a finance director 
for Malolo Resort and he was my greatest 
motivation so I give all the credit of my 
trophy, gold medal and certificates to him 

and I am indebted to him,” he stated.
He urges the future generations to keep 

studying and give it all their time in order to 
see the results.

 “It’s an immense pleasure to receive 
this award and gold medal in recognition 
of graduating at the top of my class,” the 
emotional graduate said.

 “If you really want to pursue this degree 

course then try to sacrifice your time and 
do your course in summer classes as it will 
ease up your workload,” Mr Singh advised.

 “Please stay focused and be on the right 
track as university is not easy because if you 
can’t cope up with year one studies then you 
will have a hard time reaching third year,” 
he further added.

By AZARIA FAREEN

BEING awarded with a gold 
medal after returning to school 
after over a decade is nothing 
short of amazing.

This was relayed by an emotional 
Shameeza Begum who recently graduated 
from the Fiji National University with a 
Certificate in Customs (level 4) program.

 “I received a gold medal and an award 
of excellence for being an outstanding 
student in my course and I am currently 
undertaking a Diploma in Customs 
course,” Mrs Begum said.

 “I am 35-years-old and married with 
a three-year-old son. I completed my 
secondary school education in 2007 and 
enrolled for tertiary education but did not 
finish my studies and dropped out of the 
course.”

 “Sometimes in life you get side tracked 

and I was doing absolutely nothing 
productive until last year,” she added.

Mrs Begum said that after giving birth to 
her son and facing the rising cost of living, 
she thought of doing something about her 
life in order to improve her son’s life by 
building a better future for him – he was 
her main motivation.

“Since childhood, I was very 
academically oriented but I don’t know 
what happened to me after high school as 
somehow, I lost focus but I always wanted 
to achieve something in life and this is a 
good start,” she explained.

“I actually did not know that I was the 
recipient of an award and gold medal until 
I received the graduation program booklet 
and saw my name on it.”

“I was very surprised and told my family 
that there will be something good in store 
for them as well,” she added.

Mrs Begum said that she was pleasantly 
surprised and 
emotional to have 
received this award 
knowing that her hard 
work has paid off and 
everyone supporting 
her made this possible.

 “When I attend 
classes, my son is 
being looked after by 
my parents and my 
husband has been a 
huge support for me 
especially financially 
while my in-laws are 
very supportive in my 
endeavors,” she said 
proudly.

 “In my educational 
journey I faced some 
challenges regarding 

my school fees as I am a private student 
but I am grateful that my husband took 
responsibility for that,” she added.

“Family support is so important especially 
for women who have a child because then 
you know that you can proceed with your 
education with a positive mindset.”

“My advice for the youth is do not under 
any circumstances think that tertiary 
education is not important especially if 
you have recently finished with secondary 
education,” Mrs Begum stressed.

“It took me between 16 to 17 years to 
return to university which is a long time to 
wait so I would urge all the youngsters to 

further their education while they are young 
and free from commitments, otherwise you 
will realise like me what you have missed 
out on,” she further added.

The gold medalist said that when she 
joined the university again, she realised 
how much she missed school and studying 
and it is going so well for her so she won’t 
stop studying anytime soon.

“I should be completing my Diploma in 
Customs program this year and hopefully 
the university will be introducing a degree 
program which I will definitely undertake 
and with luck get a job in the customs 
field,” Mrs Begum said.

FEATURE

5

Family support vital: gold medal recipient

Former pilot tops 
commerce class

Best Topper in Accounting award recipient from the Fiji National University (FNU), Rajneel Singh with 
his family. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

Shameeza Begum graduated from the Fiji National University with a Certificate in Customs (level 4) 
program. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN
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Shameeza Begum with her husband and son after graduating from 
the Fiji National University with a Certificate in Customs (level 4) 

program. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN
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Civil servant dedicates gold medal to God, family and colleagues

Farming-a lifeline to 
ending poverty

Set your compass towards 
your goal

By UNAISI BATINIYAQONA

“I KNOW the gold medal is an 
individual honour but I think 
the recognition really reflects 
the contribu-tions of my 

family and colleagues, who have all helped 
put me in a great position to succeed.”

These were the words of Kavita Prasad 
who received her gold medal award as a 
recognition as the most outstanding student 
of April 2024 graduating class in the Master 
of International Relations & Diplomacy 
programme at the University of Fiji Saweni 
Campus, Lautoka held earlier this month.

“I am happy to receive a gold medal 
for outstanding student in Master of 
International Relations & Diplo-macy as 
it was a proud moment for me and for the 
Ministry of Lands and Mineral Resources.”

“Studying international relations is a 
great way to gain a deeper understanding 
of global issues. It’s an intriguing and 
important subject which has great emphasis 
on economics, culture, education, and 
politi-cal science which examines the 
impact they have on the society. I have 
gained skills on research, admin-istrative, 
critical analysis, intellectual independence, 

cross-cultural awareness, interpersonal and 
negotia-tion,” she said.

Originally from Savusavu, Ms Prasad 
holds the position of senior lands officer 
and is in charge of the Di-visional Lands 
office in Rakiraki. 

She acknowledged Ministry’s permanent 
secretary, Dr Raijeli Taga for allowing and 
supporting her throughout her study. 

She also acknowledged her lecturer/
professor, Jioji Kotobavu, and the Brigadier 
General (Retired) Dr Aziz Mohammed for 
their great knowledge and teachings. 

“I worked as a civil servant for the last 
25 years and joined the Ministry of Lands 
and Mineral Resources office in the North 
in 2010 as clerical officer. From this work 
experience, the challenges I have encoun-
tered along the way had been formidable, 
but through resilience and teamwork, I have 
emerged stronger and more determined 
than ever,” Ms Prasad, who is also pursuing 
Postgraduate Diploma in Public Law at the 
UniFiji, shared.

“To the Fiji youths of today and to those 
who wish to pursue their academic studies 
in any university, be bold, brave, and 
courageous as you strive to pursue your 
dreams. 

“Education opens many doors of 
opportunity, but we walk through them and 
continue the journey with the support of 
others.”

Quoting American politician and 
inspirational speaker, Les Brown, Ms 
Prasad said “The harder the battle, the 

sweeter the victory. Never be afraid to ask 
questions, reach out, and get support along 
the way”.

(Note: Unaisi Batiniyaqona is the media 
liaison officer for the Ministry of Lands and 
Mineral Resources)

NOTHING is going to 
stop 64-year-old Mariana 
Vikatoria from providing 
for her family.

Born and raised in Naiviivi village 
in Qamea, Mrs Vikatoria moved to 
Labasa for her education and after 
leaving school, decided to venture into 
farming on a full-time basis.

“I wasn’t really an over achiever in 
school so I knew that to make it in the 
big world, I had to do something and 
keep myself occupied. That is why I 
went into farming,” she smiled.

“I married and settled down in 
Vakativa Village in Wailevu East, 
Cakaudrove and have been living here 
for the past 40 years.”

Her family was given Mataqali land 
to utilise and she has been practicing 
intercropping to ensure that the land 
was fully utilised. 

“I plant yaqona and root crops such 
as dalo and cassava. We have some 
fruit trees like avocado, breadfruit and 
plantain or vudi on my farm.”

Mrs Vikatoria sells her produce along 
the Labasa-Savusavu Highway and 
finds it useful to have her farm situated 
close to the road as it makes it easier 
for her to sell her produce. 

“There are no transportation costs or 
extra costs whatsoever and, in a day, if 
sales go well, I can earn $90 to $150,” 
she said.

With her earnings, Mrs Vikatoria was 
able to extend the family house and 
also start a small canteen to help the 
family in meeting their daily expenses.

“We also managed to buy a brush 
cutter to help us in cleaning up around 
the compound.” 

Mrs Vikatoria said that life has not 
been all rosy but knows that her belief 
in hard work has certainly seen them 
through some really tough days.

“Now with my old age and being a 
woman, I feel targeted most times 
because of the increasing theft in my 
farm. I am not the only one though as 
there are other famers in the vicinity 
who face the same plight. It is sad to 

see that youths in the area are getting 
into mischief because of their inability 
to utilise the land and their time 
wisely,” she added.

With the increase in copra prices, 
Mrs Vikatoria hopes to also pick up 
their copra business.

“If you have land, try farming 
because it will certainly keep you 
well-nourished and you will not have 
to worry about where your next meal 
will come from. You will have a 
healthy body and mind and of course, 
the surplus of your harvest can always 
be sold for a few basic items in the 
household.”

(Source: Ministry of Agriculture and 
Waterways)

By UNAISI BATINIYAQONA

FROM a humble beginning as a 
relieving clerk for the Ministry of 
Lands and Mineral Resources in 
2004, to now serving as surveyor-

general, Asakaia Tabuabisataki has come a 
long way.

During the graduation ceremony in early 
April, Mr Tabuabisataki achieved a milestone 
in his academic journey when he graduated at 
the University of the South Pacific (USP) with 
a Master’s in Business Administration. 

He gladly shared his journey towards this 
academic achievement.

Sharing his journey towards his academic 
achievement, he thanked God for his divine 
guidance during his MBA journey, as well as  
senior management of the Ministry for their 
support and words of encouragement to pursue 
higher education qualifications and his family 
for their unwavering support.

“I commenced my Masters in Business 
Administration program in 2020 and through 
sheer hard work, determination, humility, 
focus, and faith are some of the factors 
that carried me through to complete the 
programme. The programme challenged me to 
think outside the box, step out of my comfort 

zone, be re-silient and be ethical in decision 
making.”

“As a surveyor by profession, the programme 
equipped me with advanced knowledge, 
enhance my prob-lem-solving skills and 
prepare me to diverse career opportunities.”

“My advice to young people, set your compass 
towards your goal, work towards it, believe in 
yourself, always stay grounded, respect others, 
and believe in yourself. Challenges mould 
a person’s character to be a better person for 
tomorrow.”

Ministry’s permanent secretary, Dr Raijeli 
Taga also extended her congratulations to the 
six of her officers who graduated from USP 
recently. 

“Congratulations on your academic 
achievement, Asakaia Tabuabisataki, Mere 
Tuinaceva, Shemal Prasad, Ashitosh, Menani 
Natadra and Meeta Lal.”

“I hope that the Ministry will continue to 
empower and support its staff in attaining 
higher qualifications. This will not only benefit 
them personally but their communities and the 
nation as a whole”.

(Note: Unaisi Batiniyaqona is the media 
liaison officer for the Ministry of Lands and 
Mineral Resources)

Kavita Prasad receiving her award from University of Fiji’s interim Pro-Vice Chancellor, Bhuwan Datt. 
Photo: SUPPLIED

64-year-old Mariana Vikatoria on her 
farm in Vakativa Village in Wailevu East, 

Cakaudrove. Photo: SUPPLIED

Surveyor General - Asakaia Tabuabisataki Photo: SUPPLIED
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By JESHU LAL

FIJI’S thriving Kava industry is 
unveiling a host of advancements 
and strategic initiatives, 
underscor-ing its pivotal role in 

preserving cultural heritage and driving 
economic prosperity. 

Recent industry discussions and in-depth 
analyses have illuminated key insights 
that signal a promis-ing trajectory for 
stakeholders and enthusiasts invested in 
Fiji’s Kava industry.

The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
for Trade, Co-operatives, Small and 
Medium Enterprises and Communications, 
Manoa Kamikamica, recently met with the 
Kava Taskforce, which is led by Ministry 
of Agriculture and Waterways permanent 
secretary Dr Andrew Tukana, and 
stakeholders to discuss the developments 
in the Kava industry. 

The meeting discussed the potential 
market access and the need for a proper legal 
framework to es-tablish administration 
measures for quality control and standards 
to assist the growth of the Kava In-dustry 
in Fiji. 

The absence of a robust system to protect 
the geographical indication of Pacific 

and Fiji Kava makes it susceptible to 
exploitation and misrepresentation by 
others. 

Securing a national Geographical 
Indication and Intellectual Property 
Protection for Kava not only safeguards 
the cultural legacy but also fortifies the 
industry’s economic viability against 
exploitation, emphasising the uniqueness 
of Pacific and Fiji Kava.

The Kava Bill, which has been 
proposed since 2016, was discussed at 
length as it sets to regulate and oversee 
the industry, safeguarding the interests 
of all stakeholders and preserving the 
authenticity and reputation of Fiji’s 
renowned Kava produce. 

The bill will undergo an independent 
review and another round of consultations 
to ensure that all stakeholders’ inputs are 
registered.

 “We need to reassess and do another 
round of consultations. Certain agriculture 
industries are ready to scale up, and we 
have to create the necessary framework 
to position ourselves in the larger market, 
such as Kava,” DPM Kamikamica said.

Implementing the bill will significantly 
improve growing and safeguarding the 
domestic and interna-tional markets and 

provide a national identity for Fiji Kava.
In steadfast commitment to Fiji’s 

Kava industry’s sustainable growth and 
preservation, the Govern-ment aims to 
create a conducive environment for Kava 
enthusiasts and industry players. 

Following the meeting, the two ministries 
will devise strategies to progress the bill 
pathway towards legislation and address 
growing concerns such as Kava diseases, 

and in particular the Kava dieback, and 
explore regulatory actions to govern 
the export of Kava stems beyond Fiji, 
safeguarding the do-mestic Kava industry.

(Note: Jeshu Lal is the media liaison 
officer for the Ministry of Trade, Co-
operatives, Small and Medium Enterprises 
and Communications)

By JESHU LAL

“IN a time where technology 
infiltrates every aspect of 
our lives, the importance 
of cybersecurity cannot be 

overstated.”
“Our reliance on digital infrastructure for 

communication, commerce, healthcare, 
transportation and countless other services 
means that the protection of our cyber 
assets is paramount.”

These were the sentiments of the 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for 
Trade, Cooperatives, Small and Medium 
Enterprises and Communications, Manoa 
Kamikamica, while officiating at the 
ITACC Cybersecurity Symposium - Official 
Opening & Brief Government Focused 
Workshop in Suva recently.

DPM Kamikamica said that in the realm 
of cybersecurity, “we confront the dynamic 
and ever-evolving landscape of cyber 
threats”.

“As you may be aware, there is a need 
to fortify our defences against cyber-
attacks that have the potential to disrupt 
our critical infrastructure, compromise 
sensitive information and erode public 
trust. However, in our efforts to safeguard 
our digital assets, we recognise that 

cybersecurity cannot exist in isolation; it 
must be integrated into broader strategic 
frameworks that shape our digital future,” 
he added.

DPM Kamikamica also gave an update 
on the national e-commerce and digital 
strategy.

“The Government in partnership with 
the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD), is in 
the finalisation stages of the National 
E-Commerce Strategy. This strategy 
will provide us a roadmap to navigate 
the complexities of the digital economy, 
addressing specific challenges and barriers 
that hinder the adoption and growth of 
E-commerce in Fiji.”

 “The face-to-face multi-stakeholder 
consultations were carried out last year 
in September that involved a range of 
stakeholders such as government, statutory 
bodies, private sector (especially MSMEs), 
civil society and academia.” 

The strategy aligns with the broader 
national development priorities of 
resilience, sustainability and inclu-sivity, 
ensuring that no one was left behind in the 
digital transformation efforts.

“Through this approach, we gained 
comprehensive insights into the digital 
landscape across both the public and 
private sectors. We ensured the inclusion 
of academics, civil society and non-
governmental or-ganisations, fostering 
a holistic understanding of diverse 
perspectives,” DPM Kamikamica said.

 “Our next steps entail working on the 
drafting of the National Digital Strategy. 
Building upon the insights gained from the 
stakeholder consultations, we will develop 
a comprehensive high-level roadmap that 
out-lines our vision, objectives, and action 
plans for enhancing cybersecurity and 
driving digital transfor-mation.” 

(Note: Jeshu Lal is the media liaison 
officer for the Ministry of Trade, Co-
operatives, Small and Medium En-terprises 
and Communications)

By JESHU LAL

THE digital revolution is an 
undeniable force reshaping 
every facet of our lives, 
including the way we transact. 

This was highlighted by Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, 
Co-operatives, Small and Medium 
Enterprises and Communications, Manoa 
Kamikamica, during the launch of 
“Beyond Access: Consumer Perspectives 
on Digital Finance in Fiji” report in Suva 
recently.

DPM Kamikamica pointed out that 
“as at last year, it was estimated that 3.6 
billion people are not connected to the 
online world”.

 “This bridging of the digital divide is 
good news because it means that more 
people are being connected and we can 
safely assume, even with this Report, that 
more people now have access to such 
digital oppor-tunities including digital 
financial services than in the previous 
years.”

 “For Fiji, in partnership with the 
Telecommunications Authority of Fiji 
and our ICT sector, the Government is 

steadfast in our commitment to expand 
broadband access throughout Fiji to 
our underserved and un-connected 
communities.”

 “We are also exploiting the 
advancements in technology such as 
the introduction of low earth orbiting 
sat-ellites like Starlink; the anticipated 
increase in submarine cable networks 
with the Tabua and Bulikula ca-bles 
and the upcoming Regional Internet 
Exchange Point (IXP) in addition to our 
Fiji IXP.”

 “The World Bank defines Digital 
Financial Services as “financial products 
and services, including pay-ments, 
transfers, savings, credit, insurance, 
securities, financial planning and account 
statements that are delivered via digital/
electronic technology such as e-money, 
payment cards and a regular bank 
account.”

 “As highlighted in the Report, we see 
how it empowers individuals to conduct 
financial transactions, access financial 
products and are able to manage their 
finances more efficiently and effectively. 
This in turn pro-motes financial inclusion 
by reaching underserved market 
segments, and drives innovation in the 
financial sector,” he added.

DPM Kamikamica highlighted that 
at a national level, there are laws such 
as the Cybercrime Act which combats 
cybercrimes and promotes international 
collaboration as most of these cyber-
enabled crimes are transboundary in 
nature.

(Note: Jeshu Lal is the media liaison 
officer for the Ministry of Trade, Co-
operatives, Small and Medium En-
terprises and Communications)
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Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-operatives, Small and Medium Enterprises and 
Communications, Manoa Kamikamica, recently met with the Kava Taskforce to discuss the way 

forward. Photo- SUPPLIED 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, 
Cooperatives, Small and Medium Enterprises 

and Communications, Manoa Kamikamica, while 
officiating at the ITACC Cybersecurity Symposium 

- Official Opening & Brief Government Focused 
Workshop in Suva recently. Photo: SUPPLIED 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, 
Co-operatives, Small and Medium Enterprises 

and Communications, Manoa Kamikamica, 
at the launch of “Beyond Access: Consumer 

Perspectives on Digital Finance in Fiji” report in 
Suva recently. Photo: SUPPLIED

Advancements and Strategic initiatives propel Fiji’s Kava industry forward

Protection of our cyber assets 
is paramount: DPM Kamikamica

Govt committed to provide 
a safe digital environment 
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The Naitasiri Warriors School Girls 
Rugby League team of Wainimala 
Secondary School emerged 
triumphant and scooped the Fiji 
Secondary Schools Rugby League 
Vodafone Pherrus Trophy at Prince 
Charles Park in Nadi recently. 
As this momentous achievement 
was celebrated, the Minister for 
Women, Children and Social 
Protection, Lynda Tabuya, in 
presenting the trophy to the winning 
team, reaffirmed the Coalition 
Government’s commitment to 
promoting gender equality and 
empowering women and girls in all 
facets of society, including sports.

Photo: SUPPLIED

Suva Grammar School held its 
highly anticipated Family Fun 
Day recently, bringing families, 
students, and staff together in a 
buzzing atmosphere filled with 
joy and excitement.
The event, graced by Assistant 
Minister in the Office of the 
Prime Minister, Sakiusa Tubuna, 
served as a beautiful reminder 
of the strength and vibrancy of 
the Grammar community.

Photo: JOSEFA 
ULUILAKEBA

A 49-year-old Anita Lata was all smiles after becoming a beneficiary of 
Government assistance to sugarcane farmers which was handed over by 
Minister for Sugar and Multi-Ethnic Affairs, Charan Jeath Singh.
The assistance, which 88 farmers in Vanua Levu and seven in the Western 
Division benefited have from, is a program under the New Farmers and Lease 
Renewal Program which has a budget of $2million.

PHOTO: JOSAIA RALAGO

After a hiatus of 16 years, the 
Seabourn Pursuit’s arrival 
at Yasawa-i-Rara heralded 
a new era for the island’s 
tourism and economic 
landscape. 
The visit was the fruit of a 
concerted effort of the people 
of Yasawa-i-Rara, working 
towards enhancing the 
island’s economic resilience 
and competitiveness and 
was supported by the ITaukei 
Trust Fund Board, the 
Ministry of Tourism and Civil 
Aviation and the Australian 
Government’s Market 
Development Facility.

Photo: SUPPLIED

Naitasiri Warriors School Girls Rugby 
League Team come out victorious

Grammar Fun Day:  Celebration of strength and unity Cane farmers in the 
North receive assistance 

Historic visit of the Seabourne 
Pursuit to Yasawa-i-Rara
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By DIPESH KUMAR 

BEEF farmers in Fiji have noted 
a significant increase in demand 
for beef meat and are looking 
at numerous ways to fulfil the 

demand in the market.
This rise in demand has been attributed 

to various factors by these farmers, such as 
population growth and an increase in tourism.

Mohammed Imtiaz Gul, a beef farmer based 
in Coral Coast, said that even after increasing 
the number of stocks, it has become hard to 
keep up with the demand.

The 42-year-old shared that his family also 
runs a butcher shop in Nausori and with low 
production and high demand they have had to 
increase prices of meats.

 “I encourage people to venture into 
farming. When I started farming, the buying 
cost for beef was $2.60 a kilo and now the 
price is $8.50 a kilo and maybe in another 
two months the price per kilo will increase to 
$10,” Mr Gul said. 

 “If we take into account the market demand, 

the local farmers are not even supplying 20 
percent of meat in the market. Most of the 
meat is imported and we want to change that. 
Even the hotels import meat because we are 
not able to fulfil the demand.”

Expressing his gratitude for the steadfast 
support received from the Government over 
the years, he emphasised that government 
grants have bolstered his beef production.

 “Before we used to have 30 to 40 cattle’s 
and now after the grants and with some of 
my own investments, I now have around 200 
cattle.”

 “I also thank the Ministry of Agriculture 
for constant updates and advice. They have 
worked with us hand in hand.”

Similarly, and in response to the escalating 
demand, Mohammed Yasin of Momi 
Sigatoka has urged the Government to extend 
further assistance to ensure the sustainability 
and expansion of the beef sector. 

The 62-year-old shared that subtle grants 
from the Government have been helpful and 
with more research the sector can thrive. 

 “I had received the fencing kit in 2020. I 

started with a small number of 
cows back in 2010.”

 “After I had received the grant, 
I started investing in the farm 
myself and it has been really 
profitable.”

Mr Yasin shared that they 
are waiting on the Ministry of 
Agriculture to supply them with 
a new type of breeding cattle 
that would increase the meat 
production and survive harsh 
conditions.

 “We’ve had several problems with drought 
and severe weather conditions that cause the 
cattle to die out. Along with this our cattle 
were also stolen. These are some of the 
common challenges but we are working on 
them.”

He shared that the surge in demand for beef 
meat presents a promising opportunity for 
farmers in Fiji to capitalise on.

The Commercial Agriculture Livestock 
Farming Initiative which included Fencing 
Kit Support for Beef farming was announced 

by the Ministry of Agriculture under the 
27 agricultural support programs to boost 
agriculture development in the country for 
increased productivity and to boost foreign 
exchange earnings from the sector.

The 27 programmes feature recurring 
development programmes that were 
implemented during the last 2021-2022 
financial year with the inclusion of some 
new and revitalised programmes that are 
targeted at further promoting the expansion 
of commercial agriculture in the country.

Ministry to optimise 
operations for harvest

Fiji farmers report increased demand 
for beef meat, seek Govt support

By FELIX LESINAIVALU

THE Ministry of Sugar is 
committed to supporting 
farmers and cooperatives in 
optimising their operations 

and ensuring that we have a successful 
harvest this season.

This was highlighted by Minister for 
Minister for Multi-Ethnic Affairs and 
Sugar Industry, Charan Jeath Singh, 
when asked how the Ministry was 
assisting farmers and cane harvesting 
during the recent Parliament sitting.

“As per my Ministry’s operational 
plan, we have, so far, implemented 
several initiatives in assisting farmers 
and cooperatives in preparing their 
mechanical harvesters and cane cutters 
for crushing.”

Minister Singh added they have been 
actively assisting cooperatives that 
intend to bring in operators for their 
harvesters from India by facilitating 
letters of support to the Department of 
Immigration.

 “This initiative enables the cooperative 
to bring in harvester operators and 
technicians from India to address the 
shortage of skilled people to operate 
harvesters within the season,” he said.

“In addition to facilitating the 
importation of skilled labour, my 

Ministry has recognised the ongoing 
skilled labour shortage in the agriculture 
sector, especially during the harvesting 
season.”

Minister Singh added it was imperative 
to note that the labour shortage extends 
beyond the sugar industry and represents 
a nationwide challenge too.

He further stated the Ministry has 
collaborated with the Fiji Corrections 
Service from a Memorandum of 
Agreement under the Yellow Ribbon 
Project, engaging inmates to harvest 
sugarcane, particularly in the hilly 
terrains where mechanical harvesters 
have limitations.

 “This has alleviated some of the 
burden of the farmers in the hilly areas.”

“This year, we are planning to engage 
120 inmates in harvesting sugarcane for 
the 2024 season as per the Memorandum 
of Agreement.”

Minister Singh also said in recognising 
the need of mechanised harvesting in the 
hilly terrain, the Ministry has procured 
equipment and machines to the Fiji 
Sugar Corporation for this purpose.

 “These machines will undergo trial 
during the harvesting season and if 
successful, will acquire additional 
harvesters to assist farmers in the hilly 
terrain.”

By MEREANI GONEDUA

“FIJI Airport is the key to 
realising Fiji’s vision to be a 
vital player in aviation in the 
region.”

This was highlighted by Prime Minister, 
Sitiveni Rabuka, while officiating at the 
Airport Fiji Limited’s 25th anniversary in 
Nadi recently. 

“As I said in Parliament last month, 
each Government has the responsibility 
to build on the achievements of previous 
administrations.

PM Rabuka emphasised that the Coalition 
Government was committed to continuing 
the reforms of the public sector which was 
initiated way back in 1990 by the SVT-GVT 
Coalition Government.

 “Public sector reforms were continued by 
the SDL Government, and the Bainimarama/
FijiFirst Admin-istration as well and these 
reforms will continue with enhanced 
structural adjustment for fair competition 
and efficiency gains in all economic 
processes at all levels.”

The PM highlighted that the anniversary 
was an opportunity to reflect on the 
organisation’s journey over the past 25 
years and commended everyone who have 

contributed in the company’s success.
“To the Fiji Airports family, you have grown 

from facilitating 500,000 passengers in 1999 
to over two million passengers a year.”

“Your commitment to transition to a 
sustainable, low-carbon functioning airport is 
commendable. This is in line with the national 
energy policy, and the global aviation industry 
goal for net-zero by 2050.”

He also ensured them of the people and 
the Government’s confidence that AFL will 
continue to accommo-date passenger growth 
with investment in resilient infrastructure.

 “Well done to the men and women of Fiji 
Airports.”

“I look forward to Fiji Airport’s continued 
contributions to Fiji’s success as it works with 
industry partners to reshape the future of travel 
and aviation and deliver a positive impact on 
people and communities around the world.”

Fiji Airports was formed 25 years ago to 
oversee our air space and airport operations 
efforts; ensure our leadership in the aviation 
industry; enhance cooperation with industry 
partners and stakeholders, and provide 
necessary economic and social support in 
terms of employment at Nadi International 
Airport, Nausori International Airport and the 
13 outer station airports.

Minister for Multi-Ethnics and Sugar, Charan Jeath Singh makes a point in Parliament during the 
April sitting. Photo: SUPPLIED

Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka with Fiji Airports chief executive officer, Mesake Nawari and chair, Hasmukh 
Patel during the 25th Anniversary of Fiji Airports. Photo: SUPPLIED

Mohammed Yasin of Momi Sigatoka in his farm. 
Photo: DIPESH KUMAR.

AFL key player in the region: PM Rabuka
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By JOSAIA RALAGO

“AS women, we need 
to realise that we are 
catalysts of change in our 
communities, and we are 

equipped with the strength and creativity to 
devise solutions for problems in our homes, 
communities and ultimately the nation.”

These were the words of Atunaisa 
Rogovaki, an executive member of the 
Liku Women’s Club and the shopkeeper 
for the club’s canteen in Liku village on the 
island of Nayau, in the Lau Group, which 
has been in operation for over 20 years.

“Difficult circumstances pave the way for 
solutions, and as women in this community, 
we have taken it upon ourselves to 
continuously provide a canteen to cater for 
the needs of the villagers,” Ms Rogovaki 
said.

She said that since they were children, 
they have had to travel to the neighbouring 

villages to purchase goods and considering 
their location, it was not an easy feat. 

 “Our village is one of the trickiest and 
difficult places to get to because it requires 
a boat ride from the other side of the island 
to the landing, before 40 minutes to an 
hour’s walk to get to the village.”

“This walk includes a hike inland, 
descending on the cliffs, and even walking 
on the reefs before we’re finally home, 
so you can imagine the difficulties one 
encounters when they need to purchase 
food items from other villages.”

“This is where our club was registered as a 
cooperative over 20 years ago by the women 
before us and the canteen was established 
through Government’s assistance.”

Ms Rogovaki said the canteen has been in 
operation ever since, beginning with only a 
set of goods and building slowly over the 
years to meet the needs of the people.

“With the presence of the shop, the 

villagers would not have to travel to the 
neighbouring villages to get a bar of soap 
or sugar, but could purchase it right here at 
the village,” she said.

“We would like to express our gratitude 

to the Government for the assistance that 
was rendered to us through this canteen and 
other developments that we have seen over 
the years.”

Villagers assisted with 
water tanks

Liku Women’s Club canteen meeting the needs of 
villagers over the years

By JOSAIA RALAGO

THE provision of 
water tanks by 
the Government 
has brought a 

significant relief to the villagers 
of Vanuavatu in the Lau Group, 
putting an end to their days of 
water hunting.

Vanuavatu Women’s Club 
president, Losena Taoi, said 
that because of the lack of 
running water or a proper water 
source on the island, rainwater 
harvesting has been their main 
means of meeting this necessity 
and droughts have always been 
their biggest fear.

 “When droughts occur, 
whereby we’ve had to go 
without water for months, 

villagers had to venture out into 
the forest and anywhere within 
the island where they could find 
water,” Mrs Taoi said.

“This search for water often 
takes them to uninhabited 
islands and islets nearby, 
sometimes finding water in 
small water catchment on the 
rocks.

 “This is when we have 
droughts which could be there 
for three to four months, with 
no rain at all.”

The 66-year-old said this was 
the situation they had to deal 
with not long ago and when 
they were initially assisted with 
a cement water storage facility, 
it had helped but the water 
hunting was still necessary 
during the dry spell.

In the Government’s bid to 
ensure that water issues were 
addressed in this community 
setting, each home on the island 
were assisted with a water tank 
for their rain harvesting.

Mrs Taoi said this incentive has 
been an answer to their prayers 
and what the community was in 
dire need of.

 “We can now store water for 
our own consumption, as even 
compared to the single cement 
water storage tank that was 
shared amongst everybody,” 
she said.

“We would like to thank the 
Government for the assistance 
we’ve received, ensuring that 
we too could access consistent 
water supply in our homes.”

By JOSAIA RALAGO

THE commissioning of 
the evacuation centre 
on Oneata Island has 
brought a profound 

sense of security to the Waiqori 
Villagers, on Oneata Island in the 
Lau Group. 

The villagers were previously 
reliant on seeking refuge at the 
village school during times of crisis, 
the villagers now find reassurance 
in the centralised location of their 
new shelter.

Community health worker, 
Takayawa Ledua, said that while 
the school was structurally sound, 
many preferred to stay home 
because of the distance.

“Natural disasters like cyclones 
have intensified over the years, 
and for this we have identified the 
need for an evacuation which was 
then commissioned in December 
last year by the Minister for Rural 
and Maritime Development, Sakiasi 

Ditoka,” Ms Takayawa said.
The assistance was a collective 

effort between the community and 
the Government, where they paid 
one third, and the Government foot 
the rest of the bill.

“We have felt a sense of security 
and safety, especially when we’re 
out here on the islands and we’re 
far from basic services like a Health 
Centre in case of an emergency, 
so maintaining the safety of the 
people especially during crisis is 
paramount,” Ms Takayawa said.

“The construction of this 
evacuation centre ensures just that, 
as it’s built to withstand category 
five cy-clones and there is ample 
space to accommodate all the 
villagers and more, at a given time.”

“It’s not just a physical structure 
but also a symbol of resilience and 
community care, and for this we 
are grateful to the Government for 
assisting our community with this 
much needed incentive.”Losena Taoi, far right, with the women of Vanuavatu beside one of the water tanks received from the Government. 

Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO

Community Health Worker Ledua Takayawa outside the Waiqori Evacution Centre. 
Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO

Atunaisa Rogocala at the Liku Women’s Club canteen in Nayau, Lau. Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO

Sense of security following 
evacuation centre 

commissioning
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By NANISE NEIMILA
 

“STRATEGIES have been 
implemented to ensure that 
the national curriculum 
remains relevant, culturally 

cognizant, technologically savvy and 
globally competitive.” 

“Students who acquire concepts from 
this outcome-based curriculum apply and 
reinforce these at home and in different parts 
of their lives.” 

These points were highlighted by the 
Deputy Prime Minister and Tourism and 
Civil Aviation, Viliame Gavoka, in his 
capacity as former Minister for Education, 
in response to a question in Parliament on 
the strategic measures the Ministry has taken 
to address the issue of outdated education 
curriculum. 

Minister Gavoka explained that Fiji citizens 
that have graduated through the education 
system are quite marketable and in demand 
abroad.

 “Our neighbouring countries continue to 
provide incentives and attractive packages 
to lure our citizens which is proof that our 

curriculum, for the most part, is up to par 
with the knowledge and skill sets needed in 
a global market.” 

Minister Gavoka further highlighted that 
the outcome-based curriculum syllabi and all 
the archaic prescriptive output-driven ones, 
however, need to be reviewed to embed very 
new emerging issues.

He also shared that the restructure of the 
Curriculum Unit adversely affected the 
unit as one primary curriculum officer took 
charge of Elementary Science for Year 1 to 
Year 4, Basic Science for Year 5 to Year 8, 
and Healthy Living for Year 1 to Year 8, and 
for the secondary curriculum specialist, for 
Year 9 to Year 13.

 “Again, one sole officer was expected to 
look after three subjects, as well for maths 
for Year 9 and Year 10, Life Math for Year 
11 to Year 13, Pure Maths for Year 11 to Year 
13 and Physics for Year 11 to Year 13, along 
with preparation of national examination 
papers.” 

“It was quite a load. It was quite 
inconsiderate and, in many ways, modern 
slavery, and had unfortunately taken its toll 
on the health and well-being of my officers.” 

Minister Gavoka further added due to the 
heavy workload of the Curriculum Unit, 
the Ministry struggled with recruitment 
in January 2024 for another 17 additional 
officers, along with a Director and another 
Principal Education Officer to allow the 
curriculum unit to function effectively. 

“As I stated earlier of my confidence that my 
capable, qualified and competent curriculum 
specialists have already begun the necessary 
work and the scoping within and across the 
key learning areas from Early Childhood 
Education (ECE) to Year 13 based on the 
correct curriculum perspectives that underpin 
the National Curriculum Framework (NCF) 
which are considered crucial to a broad and 
holistic curriculum framework to identifying 
curriculum gaps.” 

“This includes careers, citizenship, 
education for sustainable development, 
literacy, numeracy, special aids, spiritual 
and values education. These important 
perspectives are integrated across the 
curriculum to ensure meaningful and 
lifelong learning takes place in each 
student’s life journey.”

Govt committed to 
improving water services

Strategies have been implemented to ensure national 
curriculum remains relevant 

By AZARIA FAREEN
 

THE Water Sector 2050 Strategy 
highlights the Coalition Government’s 
robust commitment to address water 
and sanitation issues that continue to 

affect so many Fijians.
This was highlighted by the Minister for Public 

Works, Transport and Meteorological Services, 
Filipe Tuisawau, who noted the profound 
significance of the strategy as the roadmap 
for climate resilient and equitable water and 
sanitation service provision for all Fijians in 
Parliament recently.

 “In just 16 months, this Government has 
worked with all segments of the Fijian society 
with our development partners with the renewed 
focus to restore the water sector,” he stated.

Minister Tuisawau said that the strategy 
outlines Fiji’s Water Sector Priority Projects and 
Programmes over the next three decades, aimed 
at transforming service delivery, responding to 
climate vulnerability, renewing the aging water 
and wastewater infrastructure. 

With the support from key development 
partners such as United Nations Development 
Programme, World Bank and Asian Development 
Bank, the Water Authority of Fiji was able to 
carry out extensive research, rigorous stakeholder 
consultation and obtain an innovative expert 
insight.

 “It is therefore a direct product of the first 
ever collective planning exercise that united 
s t a k e h o l d e r s 
from the public 
sector, private 
sector, tourism, 
NGOs, academia, 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
partners as well as 
citizens,” he said.

 “It identifies 
that $3.5 billion 
is required over 
the next three 
decades to 
improve the water 
infrastructure - half 
of this investment 
is earmarked 
for improving asset 
health, in other words, 
$1.75 billion is needed 

to renew Fiji’s new water infrastructure assets 
that now need replacement as they are nearing 
the end of their life.” 

“The strategy identifies critical water assets 
that now need to be upgraded with robust climate 
resilient design as our water supply system 
currently loses around 47 percent of the total 
clean water produced,” he added.

Nationally, the WAF team responds to over 
125 pipe leak breaks for every 100 kilometres of 
water pipelines 

“This calls for significant urgent investments, 
while the strategy adopts a hub-and-spoke 
model for extending piped water supply to 
areas currently not serviced by WAF,” Minister 
Tuisawau said. 

“This model will rely on investing in building 
water treatment plants in a larger population 
than just creating water treatment hubs, water 
catchments and reservoirs and as the population 
in the adjoining areas grows, pipelines will be 
extended to connect the hubs.” 

“Some of the key identified projects are water 
treatment hubs in Labasa, Seaqaqa in the North, 
extension from Savusavu, Nabouwalu water 
treatment hubs to other population centres in the 
West, hubs in Matovo, Keiyasi, Nadarivatu and 
extension of networks from areas around Nadi,” 
he added.

Minister Tuisawau added that the wastewater 
and sanitation area also requires or identifies a 
dire need of $5 billion in investments including 
infrastructure and management.

By AZARIA FAREEN
 

SINCE 2021, the human 
immunodef ic iency 
virus (HIV) positive 
cases in Fiji has almost 

doubled and which is projected to 
continue with the momentum this 
year again. 

In highlighting these statistics 
in the recent Parliament sitting 
recently, Minister for Health and 
Medical Services, Dr Atonio 
Lalabalavu, noted this to be only 
a fraction of reported positive 
cases. 

“Injecting drug users have also 
been reported to the Ministry, to 
be using a new method called 
Bluetoothing as a means to share 
injectable drugs amongst users,” 
Minister Lalabalavu said. 

“Bluetoothing involves an 
injecting drug user (IDU) plunging a 
syringe of diluted methamphetamine 
into a bloodstream, drawing first 
blood and sharing the syringe with 
a second person, who can then pass 
it on to a third.” 

“This high-risk activity poses a 
number of serious health issues such 
as transmission of serious infections 
such as HIV, Hepatitis B and 
Hepatitis C, bacterial infections at 
the injection site as well as passing 
bacteria into the bloodstream,” he 
added.

It also includes serious adverse 
effects from sharing of unmatched 
blood that include severe 
anaphylactic reactions and death.

Minister Lalabalavu has warned 
all intravenous drug users to refrain 
from this activity as it can lead 
to some serious health outcomes 
immediately and in the long term.

He said that the solution to the 
HIV situation in Fiji requires 
critical stakeholders collaborating 
in partnership to comprehensively 
address the many aspects of the 
issue. 

“The Ministry is finalising the 
HIV Surge Strategy which will 
facilitate our collaboration with 
health partners, across government 
ministries and our communities 
to strengthen prevention, increase 
national HIV testing by three per 
cent for key population groups,” 
Minister Lalabalavu explained. 

“It will also improve access to 
diagnosis and treatment, reduce 
stigma and discrimination relating 
to HIV and AIDS, and strengthen 
the governance of our HIV response 
program.”

 “Our HIV clinics across the country 
are working with stakeholders and 
community groups to increase 
awareness and understanding on the 
dangers relating to injecting drug 
usage,” he stressed. 

He emphasised that understanding 
the risks associated with the practice 
was important in curbing the 
practice amongst new and potential 
users.

The Ministry will facilitate the 
decentralisation of service delivery, 
testing, treatment, and care with 
oversight provided by the specialist 
sexual reproductive health clinics in 
Fiji’s Western, Central/Eastern, and 
Northern divisions. 

This will facilitate collaborations 
that address universal access and 
inequity for service delivery with 
public and private health sectors 
across the nation.

Minister for Infrastructure, Public Works and Transport and Meteorological Services, Ro Filipe 
Tuisawau while launching the Water Sector Strategy 2050 at the British High Commission 

earlier this month. Photo: NANISE NEIMILA

Minister for Health and Medical Services, Dr 
Atonio Lalabalavu, noted this to be only a 

fraction of reported positive cases in Parliament 
recently.Photo: SUPPLIED

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Tourism 
and Civil Aviation, Viliame Gavoka, outside 

the Parliamentary chambers during the recent 
sitting of Parliament. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

“Bluetoothing” contributes to 
rise in HIV cases: 

Minister Lalabalavu
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4,000-6,000 passports a month: 
Minister Tikoduadua

Fiji’s e-commerce showcases 
promising growth – DPM 

Kamikamica

By FELIX LESINAIVALU

FOR a good part of 2023 and 2024, 
Fiji has faced an unprecedented 
movement of its people to jobs abroad, 
some for permanent migration while 

others for temporary work.
This was highlighted by Minister for Home 

Affairs and Immigration, Pio Tikoduadua, 
during discussions in Parliament’s April sitting 
on current challenges on the issue of passports.

“Australia and New Zealand in particular have 
opened their borders in a way we have never 
previously seen in order to obtain the workforce 
they need. Our people have responded in the 
thousands to the work opportunities created,” 
Minister Tikoduadua said.

According to the Minister, the Department 
has tried to anticipate increased demand for 
Immigration Department services since last 
year. 

However, he explained that the Department 
had outgrown its previous office space and 
undertook a planned move to new office in Suva 
last month. 

 “This, of course, disrupted our services to 
passport applicants, which has compounded the 

already challenging situation.”
Minister Tikoduadua added the volume of 

passport applications has increased sharply 
since 2021 and are now between 4,000 and 
6,000 passports per month. 

 “The Department is responding to this demand 
despite the challenges. We face a number 
of system problems with printing, computer 
networks and other exceptional circumstances 
in the face of this unprecedented demand.”

“It is important to note that, despite the 
difficulties we face, we are delivering passports 
to most applicants within five to seven 
working days. Urgent passport applications are 
processed within two to three working days.”

Minister Tikoduadua added that by any 
standard around the world, this was quick 
processing. 

“We have identified the problems we are 
facing and the resources we need. We have had 
the support of both the Ministry of Finance, 
which has given us more money for staff 
and overseas donors who are helping us with 
process improvements.”

Minister Tikoduadua affirmed that they 
should see a general improvement in service in 
the coming months.

by NANISE NEIMILA
 

“FIJI’S e-commerce 
sector is currently 
in an emergent 
stage of maturity, 

with various sectors showcasing 
promising growth trajectories.”

“The tourism industry has been 
at the forefront of e-commerce 
adoption in Fiji.” 

This was highlighted by Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister 
for Trade, Co-operatives, 
Small and Medium Enterprises 
and Communications, Manoa 
Kamikamica, while providing an 
update during the Parliament sitting 
this month on the development of 
Fiji’s National E-Commerce Strategy 
and its implementation plans, once 
finalised. 

DPM Kamikamica said in today’s rapidly evolving digital economy, 
e-commerce plays a pivotal role in driving economic growth, fostering innovation 
and expanding opportunities for businesses, especially MSMEs.

“Developing a National E-Commerce Strategy for Fiji is imperative to harness 
the potential of e-commerce and to ensure that our businesses can access global 
markets, reach a broader customer base, and compete effectively in the digital 
marketplace. It will also encourage innovation and entrepreneurship, driving job 
creation and economic diversification.” 

“The Business Process Outsourcing (BPO) presents another success story 
for Fiji, contributing significantly to the economy and offering employment 
opportunities to thousands of Fijians.” 

DPM Kamikamica highlighted that in the domestic market, especially sectors 
such as food delivery, groceries, electronics, tools and furniture are experiencing 
significant e-commerce activity, driven by consumer demand for convenience 
and variety. 

“Cross-border e-commerce activity is also present, particularly in export of 
agricultural products like kava, ginger, and turmeric. Fiji has made strides in 
exporting these products to markets such as the United States, Australia, Canada 
and the United Arab Emirates, with opportunities for further value addition 
within Fiji.”

 “Furthermore, e-commerce platforms are also facilitating the promotion of 
wellness, beauty care products and unique Fijian crafts to global markets. “Rise 
Beyond the Reef” products are available on Amazon, the world’s fastest-growing 
online shopping site.”

DPM Kamikamica added that “as we navigate through the vast opportunities 
presented by the digital age, we are also confronted with significant challenges 
such as access to viable internet payment gateways, access to finance, trust in 
e-commerce transactions, and lack of consumer and data protection”.

By AZARIA FAREEN
 

THE upcoming Fiji Women’s 
Economic Empowerment 
National Action Plan 
(WEENAP),

represents the Government’s commitment 
to unlocking the economic potential of 
Fijian women and girls, ensuring their 
full participation and leadership in the 
economy. 

This was relayed by the Minister for 
Women, Children and Social Protection, 
Lynda Tabuya, while speaking on 
WEENAP during the Parliament sitting.  

“Global evidence demonstrates that 
by dismantling social, institutional and 
structural barriers and challenging gender 
discriminatory stereotypes and norms, and 
by fostering women’s leadership across all 
facets of women’s lives, we can unlock 
tremendous economic potential,” Minister 
Tabuya highlighted.

 “This includes ensuring women’s 
access to markets, control over productive 
resources, opportunities for decent 
work, bodily autonomy and meaningful 

participation in economic decision-making 
at all levels.” 

Minister Tabuya said technical workshop, 
which saw the participation of 50 women 
leaders and experts from different walks 
of life, was to foster a collective dialogue 
through a thorough examination of the 
economic growth that Fijian women hold 
within our society, and the barriers they 
encounter. 

“We identified a significant burden of 
unpaid work on Fijian women and girls and 
their over representation in the informal 
economy, issues of bodily autonomy, with 
high prevalence of gender-based violence 
as well as reproductive cancers,” she said. 

“It includes limited access to sexual and 
reproductive health rights, daily impacts of 
the climate crisis, limited knowledge access 
and productive use of digital technology 
and e-commerce, limited access to financial 
resources, and the presence of gender-blind 
policies and discriminatory norms.”

 “The Fiji Country Gender Assessment 
confirms that Fijian women are 
predominantly employed in low paying 
jobs, within the precarious informal 

sector,” Minister Tabuya added.
The statistics states that only 35.2 percent 

of women are in formal employment and 
this disparity was underscored by the 
labour force participation rate of 45.5 
percent of all women, compared to 82.6 
percent of men, revealing a significant 
gender gap of 38 percent. 

“Nearly two-thirds of Fijian women 
experience intimate partner violence, 
with an associated economic cost to our 
nation of approximately $400 million 
annually, that is about seven percent of 
our GDP,” Minister Tabuya revealed. 

“In our academic institutions, despite 
women representing 65 percent of 
students, over half of the graduates face 
disproportionately high unemployment, 
particularly among young women aged 
15 years to 24 years, where 30 percent are 
neither in education, neither in employment 
nor in training - that is, three times the rate 
of young men.” 

“The MSME sector contributes towards 
18 percent of Fiji’s GDP and about half 
the businesses are owned by women yet 
only 19 percent of these enterprises are 

registered under women’s names,” she 
added.  

Minister Tabuya added that the Ministry 
had developed a robust consultation 
framework for the WEENAP set to 
commence in May and will run until the 
end of July.

Minister for Women, Children and Social Protection, 
Lynda Tabuya, speaks in Parliament during the April 

sitting. Photo: SUPPLIED

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for 
Trade,Cooperatives, Small and Medium 

Enterprises and Communications, Manoa 
Kamikamica attends the April sitting of Parliament 

sitting. Photo: SUPPLIED
Waiting for his turn...Minister for Defence and Immigration, Pio Tikoduadua at the Department of Immigration office 

to renew his passport. Photo: SUPPLIED

Supporting and promoting women’s bodily 
autonomy is vital: Minister Tabuya



14Wednesday April 1, 2024

PARLIAMENT

email: news@moc.gov.fj;     
@FijiRepublic;  
Fiji Government;  
	www.fiji.gov.fj
	phone: 3301806  

Minister Nalumisa calls 
for enhancements in 

PRB housing

Big plans for improvement of 
services to the public

By JAMIL SULEMAN

THE Minister for Housing and 
Local Government, Maciu 
Nalumisa, highlighted the 
critical role of the Public 

Rental Board (PRB) in providing 
affordable housing and outlined strategies 
to address challenges in the housing 
sector. 

Speaking during the debate on the 
‘Review of the PRB 2020 Annual Report” 
during the April sitting of Parliament, 
Minister Nalumisa commended the 
achievements of PRB and emphasised the 
importance of enhancing its operations to 
promote inclusivity and sustainability.

“The review of the Public Rental Board’s 
2020 Annual Report commended PRB for 
its achievements in providing affordable 
housing and outlined recommendations 
to enhance its operations, promote 
inclusivity, and address challenges in the 
housing sector,” the Minister stated.

Highlighting the significant contribution 
of PRB since its establishment in 1989, 
Minister Nalumisa emphasised that, 
“PRB plays a crucial role in providing 
affordable, quality, and appropriate 
housing flats to low-income earning 
customers”. 

He noted that PRB manages a total of 

1,673 rental flats across 21 estates in Fiji, 
catering to the housing needs of various 
communities.

Minister Nalumisa further expressed 
concern over the low rate of tenants 
graduating from rental to home 
ownership, citing only 42 families 
achieving this milestone in the last five 
years. 

To address this challenge, he announced 
the formulation of a Rent-to-Own 
Scheme aimed at facilitating tenants’ 
transition from renting to owning their 
homes, providing an opportunity for 
those lacking financial means.

Furthermore, Minister Nalumisa 
underscored the importance of inclusivity 
in PRB’s estates, particularly for people 
living with disabilities and emphasised 
plans to conduct accessibility audits and 
incorporate disability-friendly features 
in future development projects to ensure 
equitable access for all tenants.

Addressing the growing demand for 
affordable housing, he outlined various 
development projects undertaken by 
PRB, including the Lagilagi Low-Cost 
Housing project and development sites 
in Navua, Nadi, and Levuka, estimated to 
provide a total of 157 units.

By ILISAPECI TUIVALE

The Coalition 
Government places 
a lot of emphasis on 
improving the lives 

of every citizen which entails 
improving the services members 
of the public receive from the 
country’s public offices.  

The Attorney-General and 
Minister for Justice, Siromi 
Turaga, speaking in Parliament 
during the April sitting said, “Our 
administration is founded on the 
principles of good governance, 
accountability, and transparency, 
which serve as the cornerstone of 
our democracy”.

“This commitment is reflected in 
our efforts to uphold the rule of law 
and ensure justice for our people.” 

The Ministry was exploring 
avenues of digitisation to preserve records and to simplify accessing records and this has 
been approved by Cabinet. 

“In our Births, Deaths and Marriages Registry, we are looking to offer free birth certificates 
for registrations made within a month of the child’s birth to incentivise early registration,” 
the A-G explained.

 “We are also increasing the accessibility of Justice of Peace (JP) services in our 
communities. Currently, we have 596 JPs in total, with 278 in the Central/Eastern Division, 
250 in the Western Division, and 68 in the North. We expect to increase these numbers, 
given the number of applications we have received.” 

According to A-G Turaga, the Ministry of iTaukei Affairs will be working together with 
the A-G’s office on consultations regarding the protection of traditional knowledge and 
traditional cultural expressions. 

“Traditional knowledge and cultural expressions are the foundation of intellectual 
property. Developing countries like Fiji must develop policies to protect their intellectual 
property rights and preserve their cultural heritage,”

“They can turn it into commercially viable products and services for tangible and intangible 
wealth. However, the current system of accessing genetic resources and using traditional 
knowledge and cultural expressions has been repeatedly abused, exploiting the limited 
resources of indigenous societies. A legislative framework is needed to protect them.”

“The Ministry of iTaukei Affairs and the Office of the Attorney-General will collaborate 
on consultations regarding the protection of Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Cultural 
Expressions. Consultation on the draft Bill with relevant stakeholders is ongoing. It is part 
of the 2024 Legislative Programme and will be given priority for full realisation,” A-G 
Turaga shared. 

The Bankruptcy Act 1944 will be replaced by the new Personal Insolvency Bill that 
offers alternatives to bankruptcy, creates clear creditor and debtor rights and affiliates with 
international best practices. 

“The International Financial Cooperation (IFC) is collaborating on this project by providing 
drafters who are familiar with insolvency systems worldwide. Cabinet approval is expected 
before holding public consultations in June, with subsequent tabling in Parliament planned 
before the end of the year,” A-G Turaga said

By JAMIL SULEMAN

THE temporary suspension of 
PALM (Pacific Australia Labour 
Mobility) registration will come 
to an end on July 31, 2024.

This was highlighted in the update 
on PALM provided by the Minister for 
Employment, Productivity and Industrial 
Relations, Agni Deo Singh, in Parliament 
during its April sitting.

“The temporary suspension of Client 
Registration under the PALM Scheme is 
for seven months, which commenced from 
1st January, 2024, and will conclude on 
31st July, 2024,” Minister Singh stated.

The Minister further highlighted that 
the overwhelming influx of registrations, 
created a backlog in processing applications 
under the PALM Scheme.

 “With the influx of interest in this PALM 
Programme, the Ministry, through the 
National Employment Centre (NEC), has 
been overwhelmed with the number of 
registrations in all our seven District Offices 
around the country,” he emphasised.

During the suspension period, efforts 
were made to streamline and update the 
manual registration process. 

“The updating of the backlog manual 
registration work is progressing well, 
recognising the magnitude of this task, we 
have engaged volunteers to assist in that 
critical work,” Minister Singh added.

Regarding worker welfare, he said three 
country liaison officers had been appointed 
who were now looking after workers’ 
interests in Australia and emphasised the 
importance of fair treatment for Fijian 
workers abroad. 

Furthermore, Minister Singh discussed 
initiatives to improve family welfare, 
including the pilot project allowing 
workers’ families to join them during their 
employment period. 

 “This initiative begun last year by the 
Australian Government whereby some 
workers’ families can join them for the 
period that they are working out there,” he 

elaborated.
Clarifying misconceptions, Minister 

Singh affirmed, “While the registration has 
been suspended, the sending of the workers 
has not been suspended, that is continuing”.

He further assured Parliament of the 
Ministry’s commitment to efficiently 
addressing the backlog and enhancing 
worker welfare under the PALM Scheme.

Minister for Employment, Productivity and Industrial Relations, Agni Deo Singh, on his way to the 
Parliamentary chambers during the April sitting. Photo: SUPPLIED

Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, Siromi Turaga. 
Photo: SUPPLIEDMinister for Housing and Local Government, Maciu Nalumisa with the staff of Public Rental Board 

(PRB) during the launch of PRB recently.  Photo: SUPPLIED

Temporary Suspension of PALM 
registration to address backlog, 
enhance workers welfare
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Development Plans in 
Place for Levuka Town 

Naleba Youth Centre to 
get facelift after fire

By DIPESH KUMAR 

THE Minister for Housing and Local 
Government, Maciu Nalumisa, 
has highlighted several important 
development plans for the Levuka Town 

in order to keep its heritage status intact.
In presenting the Levuka Town Councils Annual 

Report during the April sitting of Parliament, the 
Minister Nalumisa shared that the ministry was 
aware of the lack of development and are working 
with relevant authorities on a comprehensive 
development plan.

He highlighted that a 10-year master plan will be 
put in place for Levuka to preserve its properties 
and heritage sites and enhance core services such as 
providing tertiary studies.

He shared that with the re-introduction of the 
Heritage Bill, heritage sites in Fiji can be protected 
and improved. 

“This Act, once enacted, is envisaged to provide 
clear guidelines and assistance to homeowners, 
striking a balance between preservation requirements 

and the need for modernisation.”
Speaking on the improvement of tertiary studies, 

Minister Nalumisa explained that it was important 
to enhance Levuka’s educational and skill-
development systems.

He shared that the council will work with the 
Ministry of Local Government, tertiary institutions 
and resource owners to develop strategies to enhance 
trade skills in respect to Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training (TVET) while providing 
higher education facilities to accommodate the 
students in Levuka and ultimately the whole 
Lomaiviti Province.

“Levuka Town Council is looking for all the 
possibility of bringing all stakeholders on board for 
the provision of TVET in Levuka that can serve the 
Lomaiviti division.” 

Minister Nalumisa reiterated that these 
developments are a crucial need for the cherished 
heritage site, while maintaining the delicate balance 
to preserve its heritage and addressing the needs of 
its residents. 

By JOSAIA RALAGO

THE Naleba Youth Centre in Labasa will be undergoing a 
major facelift following a recent fire at the Boys dormitory, 
says the Minister for Youth and Sports, Jese Saukuru.

In providing an update in Parliament during the April 
sitting on the news of the fire, Minister Saukuru said, “The Boys 
dormitory at the Youth Training Centre in Naleba, Labasa was 
engulfed in flames, leaving nothing but ashes in its wake.

“While we are grateful that no lives were lost in this devastating 
incident, it pains me to report that the 25 trainees who called this 
centre home have lost everything they possessed.”

Minister Sakuru highlighted the significance of the training centre 
as it provided a second chance in education particularly for those that 
have fallen through the mainstream education system.

“A major focus of the training centre is towards creating young 
replacement farmers who then return to their communities to practice 
integrated farming for diversified income as well as to contribute 
towards reducing hunger and poverty by improving food security, 
creating employment and building resilience to disasters and shocks,” 
he said.

 “The training centre provides Certificate Level 4 Training on 
Organic Agriculture to encourage self-help project, entrepreneurial 
opportunities and farming amongst young people.”

Minister Saukuru said that while investigation into the fire continues, 
the rehabilitation works needed to begin and it was a priority for the 
Ministry.

“Our efforts cannot stop at rebuilding the Youth Training Centre, we 
must also invest in the long-term sustainability of our youth programs, 
ensuring that they are adequately funded, staffed and equipped to 
empower young people across our nation.”

More than 700 students have graduated from the YTC since its 
establishment in 2005.

By JAMIL SULEMAN

THE Minister for Fisheries and 
Forestry, Kalaveti Ravu, has 
outlined the significant strides 
made by the Wood Utilization 

Project in empowering rural communities 
in Fiji. 

Minister Ravu, while delivering a 
ministerial statement in Parliament during 
the April sitting, emphasised the project’s 
focus on utilising mahogany wood residues 
to support local cottage industries and 
boost economic activities in rural areas.

He highlighted the broader societal 
benefits of engaging youth in forest-
based businesses, including reducing 
urban migration, alleviating poverty, and 
fostering community development.

“The main objective of the Wood 
Utilization Project is maximising wood 
resource utilisation through the use of 
harvesting and processing residues as an 
alternative source of raw materials for 

wooden products manufacturers,” Minister 
Ravu said.

He highlighted the collaboration with 
Fiji Hardwood Corporation Ltd and the 
completion of baseline surveys, extraction, 
processing and classification of wood 
residues using specialised machines.

Minister Ravu underscored the 
Government’s commitment to enhancing 
the livelihoods of rural communities and 
unemployed youths, stating, “the potential 
of this initiative to significantly improve 
the livelihoods of our rural communities 
and jobless youths has been recognised”. 

He stressed the importance of increased 
investments in training, technology and 
value-adding machines to support the 
forestry sector’s growth.

Minister Ravu further revealed a 
substantial increase in the budget allocation 
for the Forest Subsidy Grant, from $50,000 
to $200,000, aimed at supporting mahogany 
landowners in purchasing value-adding 
machines. 

He also highlighted successful 
engagements with cottage industries, 
including the Gaunavou Cooperative, 
which received approval to use the Fiji 
Brand on their products.

Elaborating further, Minister Ravu 
shared, “Gaunavou Cooperative managed 
to supply 80 beds and with the support 
of the Forest Subsidy Grant of $28,864 
managed to generate a total revenue of 
$70,200”. 

He emphasised ongoing efforts to secure 
funding for workshops and facilitate the 
transition of cottage industries to operate 
independently.

Looking ahead, Minister Ravu expressed 
the ministry’s commitment to expanding 
assistance to more mahogany-based 
stations and forest-based communities, 
aiming to boost rural economies and 
improve livelihoods. 

Minister for Fisheries and Forestry, Kalaveti Ravu speaks during the Parliament sitting this month.
Photo: SUPPLIED

Minister for Youth and Sports, Jese Saukuru, provided an update on the fire at the 
Naleba Youth Centre in Labasa in Parliament recently. Photo: SUPPLIED

Minister for Housing and Local Government, Maciu Nalumisa speaking in Parliament during the April sitting. 
Photo: SUPPLIED

Government’s Wood Utilization 
Project empowers rural 
communities
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“AS experts in your respective fields, your commitment to upholding ethical 
practice, good governance, and engaging smart solutions, will shape the 
progression of your journey, personally, as an organisational entity, and 
socio-economically as a nation.” 

This was highlighted by the President, Ratu Wiliame Katonivere, at the Fiji Institute of 
Chartered Accountants (FICA) Annual Congress 2024 held at the Shangri la Resort last 
week. 
President Katonivere shared that the annual congress was an opportunity to review the first 
50 years, celebrate successes, and share lessons learned, to further guide the road ahead.
“Your commitment to good governance and robust financial reporting creates an 
environment of transparency and trust. These are indispensable components for a 
functioning democracy and thriving economy,” the Head of State shared.
He highlighted that national prosperity goes beyond economic development and financial 
literacy plays a vital role. 
“FICA’s vision actively pursues this through its financial literacy programs. I commend the 
agencies that continue to implement work in this area across rural and urban communities, 
at the same time, I encourage the pursuance of financial literacy programs throughout our 
maritime islands and communities.” 
President Katonivere commended the collective efforts of the representatives and shared 
that the business community has always been the backbone of our economy.
Meanwhile, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Tourism and Civil Aviation, Viliame 
Gavoka, who also spoke during annual congress has called on members of FICA to strive 
to explore further potential in tourism in promoting sustainable development, encouraging 
innovation, and maintaining fiscal integrity and societal responsibility.
DPM Gavoka shared that the platform was an area where FICA participants can forge a 
prosperous future for Fiji and help sculpt the nation’s economic framework while exploring 
additional benefits that can be driven from tourism.
“We must also recognise that, as stewards of fiscal responsibility, we have a vital role in 
supporting and advancing programs that foster long-term growth and prosperity,” he said. 
“We need to work on building up activities and help spread the benefits of tourism to the 
other regions in Fiji.”

Accountants urged to Accountants urged to 
uphold ethical values uphold ethical values 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Tourism and Civil Aviation, Villiame Gavoka.
 Photo: DIPESH KUMAR

The President, Ratu Wiliame Katonivere with the Leader of Opposition, Inia Seruiratu (left) and the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad. Photo: DIPESH KUMAR



Era a laki tiko  talega na Paraimisita ni 
noda vanua o Hon Sitiveni Rabuka ena 
mataka nikua ena kena laki vakananu-
mi na ANZAC Day ena nodra I bulu-
bulu na lewe ni mataivalu e Suva. Era 
veitomani tale tiko ga na na Minisita 
ni Tabana ni Veitaqomaki kei na Curu-
vanua o Hon Pio Tikoduadua ka vaka 
kina oira na lewe ni mataivalu, kei ira 
na vulagi sureti.  
Na ANZAC e dua na siga guiguilecavi 
dredre ena vuku ni kena vakananumi 
na nodra bula na lewe ni mataivalu ena 
matanitu o Ositereli kei Niusiladi ena 
vuku ni nodra solia na nodra bula ena 
vuku ni kena valataki na dodonu ka 
vaka kina na I valu ena matanitu o Gal-
lipoli kei na Ottom Empire enai matai 
ni valu levu(World War 1).
Nikua esa mai yacova kina nai ka 109 
ni yabaki ni kena vakananumi na gauna 
a butuka kina o Gallipoli na vanua o 

Turkey ena 1915 ka kauta laivi kina na 
nodra bula e 8709 na lewenivanua e 
Ositereli ka 2779 ena matanitu o Niusi-
ladi. E vakaraitaka na Mata ni Matanitu 
o Ositerelia e Viti o Mr Ewen McDon-
ald
“Na siga ni ANZAC oqo e dua na siga 
e dau vakananuma vei ira na nodra 
soli bula na turaga kei na marama era 
lewe ni mataivalu ka vaka talega  kina o 
Able Seaman Puamau kei Able Seaman 
Savenaca ena vuku ni tavi e ratou qa-
rava ena  matanitu o Viti, Ositerellia kei 
Niusiladi ena kena taqomaki na noda 
qoliqoli na Wasa Pasivika”.
“ E da vakananuma talega oira na 
vakaitavi na Matai ka vaka kina nai ka-
rua ni valu levu oka talega kina oira na 
Itaukei ka ra sa mai okati ena Vuvale”.
O Able Seaman Nikotimo Puamau mai 
na Yatu  Lau kei Able Seaman Savenaca 
Naulumatua mai na Yatu Yasawa Bala-

balavu e rua  na dausoko  ka rau veiqa-
ravi ena HMNS Leander e dua na waqa 
e Niusiladi enai Matai ni Valu Levu ena  
Yatu Solomoni. E rau vodo na turaga 
oqo ena gauna sa kabai kina na waqa 
ena 13 ni Jiulai 1943 e rau oka talega vei 
ira na lewe 26 era mate ka so e ra yali 

talega.
Era laki biuta talega na nodra I vutu se-
nikau na Turaga na Paraiminisita  kei 
ira na vakailesilesi ni mataivalu ena 
vuku ni kena vakananumi oira na lewe 
ni mataivalu era soli tu na nodra bula 
ena nodra gauna ni veiqaravi.

VEITOMANI TALEGA NA PARAIMINISITA VEITOMANI TALEGA NA PARAIMINISITA 
NI NODA VANUA ENA KENA MARAUTAKI NI NODA VANUA ENA KENA MARAUTAKI 

NA SIGA NI ANZAC DAYNA SIGA NI ANZAC DAY

VAKADEITAKA O 
HON NALUMISA NA 

VAKATATARO ME 
BALETA NA TABANA 

NI VEIVAKAVALETAKI

VEITATAUNAKI VEI IRA 
NA LEWE NI YASANA O 

RA O HON TUBUNA MERA 
YADRAVA TIKO NODRA I 

TAVI
iTalanoa ena Drauniveva 3 iTalanoa ena Drauniveva 6
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Noda Noda VitiViti

Na turaga na Paraiminisita Sitiveni Rabuka kei ira eso na lewe ni sotia luva isulu ena soqo ni vakananumi ni siga ANZAC. Era oira na lewe ni mataivalu ena siga ni vakananumi ni ANZAC kei na vutu senikau.            
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VAKAYAGATAKI VINAKA NA TALEDI NI OTI NA 2 NA 
YABAKI ENA VANUA NI VEIVAKADODONUTAKI

ITAKITAKI E NA LOMA NI MACAWA

(Vola ko: Katarina Naqarase)

E mai luluvu o Saimone Tunaqase na turaga ka 
cavutu mai na koro ko Bulileka ena tikina ko 
Labasa ena loma ni yasana o Macuata. O Tu-
naqase dua talega na mai ciqoma na nodra I 

yaya me vaka na yaya ni teitei, nai yaya ni nunu kei na 
vica tale. E ka dokai sara vei ira ena kena soli vakailolo-
ma mai vei ratou na Tabana ni Veivakacokotaki ka 
vakarurugi ena Tabana Ni Veivakadoodonutaki.
E na kena mai vakayacori na soqo ni Macuata Yel-
low Ribbon Symposium e solia  dua na bolebole levu 
vei ira na suka mai. O Saimone e dua na Dauteitei ka 
dau  teivaka na kakana draudrau, ka vaka kina e dua 
vei ira na dau susu oni, ka dua talega vei ira na dau 
soli vuli vei ira na dau susu oni.E vakavinavinkataka 
o koya ni bau kalougata ni bau mai vukei tu  ena kena 
soli na yaya ni veiqaravi enai teitei.
E mai tekivu curu o Tunaqase ena 2022 ni ka mai va-
karautaki voli ena ena loma ni 2 na yabaki ena vanua 
ni veivakadodonutaki. E marautaka vakalevu ena 
vuku ni kena mai sotavi ratou na madigi na lewe 8 
ena vuku ni veivuke kana vukea sara vakalevu na vu-
vale ka ra sana vakaitavi taki ira talega mai nai solisoli 
ka na rawati vakavinaka na tatadra ena lomann I vale.
Kuria e na nona ivakamacala ena usutu ni bula ni 
kawa Itaukei sai koya na Loloma.E dua nai vakara-
itaki ni loloma e sa mai matanataki ka ratou vakila na 
lewe 8 na cauravou ena vuku ni veika esa mai ciqomi.
E  ra sa vakila na marama, gone ka  vaka kina na lewe 
ni vuvale ni usutu ni yavu dei na loloma.E drodro 
vakayauyau na wainimatai Saimone ena vuku ni 
vakamacala era vakaraitaka tiko na Turaga Na Tui 
Macuata ena vuku ni yalo ni veiciqomi mai na loma 
dina ni vuvale ki vei ira na suka mai. Era kuria ni vosa 
dina ia  ena vanua dredre e lako curuma mai.
E na gauna e mai daramaka kina nai sulu roka 
senawanawa esa vakaraitaki ni sa beci toka , me qai 

yacova na gauna ni suka lesu yani ena lomanikoro sa 

sega ni tautauvata na yalo ni rai  kei na veikaiwaitaki.

E na vuqa gauna sa dau laurai beci ka so na gauna e rasa 

dau galu voli ga ka ra sa vakila na veiveisau ni yalo ni vei-

ciqomi. Sa nuitaka o Saimone ni veika era sa mai vulica 

ena siga ni vuli sana solia  vei ira e dua na rai vou ni toso 

ka vaka kina na veiciqomi. 
E vakaraitaka talega nisa vakayagataka sara vakavinaka 
na veika e sa ciqoma ka na vakaraitaki vinaka sara vei ira 
na luvei Macuata. Vuqa na gauna eda sa dau sotava tu 
na bula dredre ka sa tubu sara tiko ga nai sau ni bula ena 
noda vanua , ka sa kerekere kina o Tunaqase na curu ena 
loma ni vale ni veisau ena sega ni walia na leqa .   
E sa vakadreti ira na na lewenivanua e Macuata ena 
vuku ni noda vakayagataka na veika e tu wavoliti keda, 
esa tadola mai na vei makete lelevu ena kena vakaya-
gataki na veiteitei. Sa vakamamasu talega vei ira nai Ta-
bagone ena vuku ni kena muduki na basu lawa ka  me 
nanumi na vanua, lotu ka vaka kina na vuvale.
E mai dua talega na nona I vakamacala o Ilaitia Rako-
bo mai na Koro ko Wailevu ena vuku ni cavu ikalawa 
esa cakava  na yasana o Macuata ena vuku ni nona mai 
ciqoma nai yaya ni veivuke mai na Tabana ni Veivaka-
cokotaki. E veivuke sara vakalevu ena loma ni vuvale, 
vanua, lotu ka vaka kina na Matanitu.
E kuria ni sa dodonu meda taubeni keda ena loloma ka 
vakavinavinakataka na matanitu ena vuku ni lomasoli 
ena vuku ni kena soli na nona iyaya ni nunu ka veivuke 
sara vakalevu ena loma ni vuvale.
E vakavinavinakataka o Ilaitia ena vuku ni nona suka 
ka kila deivaki tu ni ratou ciqomi koya na nona vuvale, 
ka sa dau sotava talega mai ena Vanua ni Veivakadodo-
nutaki. E sa vakamasuti ira nai Tabagone ena vuku ni 
noda maroroya na nodra bula meda kua ni kuitaki tu 
ena veicala eso.
Esa vakanuinui vinaka talega vei ira na lewe 8 na sa mai 
ciqoma nai loloma nina vuavuai vinaka sara na nodra 
sasaga.

Era mai ciqoman na nodra iyaya nin nunu mai na tabana ni Veivakadodonutaki ko Ilaitia Rakobo kei Saimone Tunaqase (taba era)
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ITAKITAKI E NA LOMA NI MACAWA

Siga Vukelulu Maji 1, 2024

VAKADEITAKA O HON NALUMISA NA VAKATATARO ME 
BALETA NA TABANA NI VEIVAKAVALETAKI

NA  PORAKARAMU  NI KENA VAKAYAGATAKI NA KAU   NI NODA VANUA ENA 
VAKAUKAUWATAKI IRA NA NODA VEITIKOTIKO

E na nodra mala ni vosa ena Bose Lawa na Minisita ni 
Veivakalavaletaki o Hon Maciu Nalumisa era vakara-
itaka kina nai tavi bibi me baleta na veiqaravi ni Tabana 
Ni Veivakavaletaki (se na Public Rental Board – PRB) 
ena kena vakarautaki na vale sau rawarawaka ka vaka 
kina nai walewale ni kena tuvanaki mena rawa  ni wali 
kina na bolebole e dau sotavi me baleta na veivakavaka-
valetaki.
Era vosa ena gauna ni veitalanoa ena Bose Lawa me 
baleta na kena Railesuvi na Rivote Vakayabaki ni Ta-
bana Ni Veivakavaletaki ena yabaki 2020 ka ra vaka-
caucautaka na cavu isausau esa vakayacora na Tabana 
Ni Veivakavaletaki ka ra vakamatatataka tale ga kina na 
bibi ni kena vakavinakataki se laveti cake na veiqaravi 
ni tabana.
“Na kena railesuvi na Rivote Vakayabaki ni tabana ni 
Veivakavaletaki (PRB) e cakacaucautaki na nodratou 
vakarautaka na vale sau rawarawa ka tuvanaki talega na 
veituvatuva mena vakavinakataki na veiqaravi ka laurai 
talega na veibolebole ena Tabana ni veivakavaletaki”.

Na kena mai vakamatata taki na cau esa qarava rawa 
na Tabana ni Veivakavaletaki me tekivu mai na gauna e 
tauyavutaki kina ena 1989, e vakaraitaka o Minisita Na-
lumisa ni Tabana ni Veivakavaletaki  e ratou qarava tiko   
e dua nai tavi bibi ena kena vakarautaki na vale vinaka 
ka vaka kina na kena biu e dua nai sau e veiganiti kei ira 
na lewenivanua e lailai na nodra rawa ka vakailavo.
Era vakaraitaka ni Tabana ni Veivakavaletaki esa rawata 
rawa e 1,673 na taba vale ena 21 nai tikoitiko ena Veiya-
sai Viti , me sotavi kina na gagadre ni veitikotiko.
E vakaraitaka o Hon Nalumisa na ena vuku ni kauwai 
e tiko  ena vuku ni lailai ni wiliwili ni lewenivanua era 
vakaitikotiko ena rede ka ra toso sara yani kina voli vale 
vakadua, ka rauta ga ni 42 na vuvale era rawata na sa-
saga oqo ena loma ni 5 na yabaki sa sivi.
Na gaunisala e na rawa ni wali kina na bolebole sai 
koya na kena tauyavutaki e dua nai tuvatuva ni Rent- To 
-Own Scheme ka kena inaki me  vakarautaki me sana 
veisau na veitikotiko mai na rede kina nodra taukena na 
nodra dui vale yadudua mena rawa  ni solia vei ira na 

sala vei ira na lailai nodra rawaka vakailavo.
E kuria ena nona vosa o Hon Nalumisa e vakamatata  
taka talega na bibi ni kena biu mai na vanua ni veivaka-
valetaki oqo , vakabibi vei ira na vakaleqai tu na tiki ni 
yagodra  ka vakamatata taka nai tuvatuva me na dikevi 
nai tuvatuva ena kena vakacurumi eso na veivakatoro-
caketaki mena rawa ni ra sotava kece na veivuvale.
Ena nona vakaraitaka tiko na kena sa tubu cake tiko na 
kena gadrevi na veivakavaletaki , e vamacalataka talega e 
vica esa nai tuvatuva esa vakarautaka ma Tabana Ni Vei-
vakavaletaki e oka kina na Lagilagi Low-Cost Housing 
vaka talega kina na porokaramu ni veivakatoroicaketaki 
e Navua, Nadi, kei Levuka  ka rauta ni 157 na taba vale.
Era mai tinia ena nodra vosa e vakaraitaka kina na no-
dra vakavinavinaka vei ira na Dauniveiqaravi kei na 
vakalesilesi ni Tabana Ni Veivakavaletaki ena vuku ni 
veiqaravi ena kena tokoni na mosoni ni kena mai raici 
lesu na Rivote ni Tabana Ni Veivakavaletaki.

E na dua nai tukutuku e mai vakaraitaki 
ena Bose Lawa ena vula oqo o Evereli, 
na  Minisita ni Qoliqoli kei na Veikau o 
Hon Kalaveti Ravu, e ra vakaraitaka kina 
na Porokaramu ni kena Vakayagataki na 
Kau ena vaka talega kina na kena vakay-
agataki na noda iyaubula mena rawa ni 
vakaukuwataki ira na Taukei ni yaubula 
ena noda vanua.
E na nodra vosa era vakaraitaka kina  na 

kena vakanamata tiko na porokaramu 
ena kena tovolei mesa yadravi na kena 
vakayagataki na kau na Mahogany 
mena rawa ni tokona na  tabana ni tara 
vale ena noda vanua ka na rawa ni to-
soya na rawa ka vakailavo ena taudaku 
ni veikoro lelevu.
 “Na usutu levu ni Porokaramu ni kena 
vakayagataki na kau sai koya ,mena 
vakayagataki vakavinaka na kau mai na 
kena tamusuki kei na kena  cakacakat-
aki na veimusu ni kau ka me ivurevure 
vinaka talega ni rawa ka vei ira na veik-

abani ena noda vanua”.
Era vakaraitaka talega na veitalanoa esa 
mai vakayacori rawa vata kei ratou na 

kabani ni Fiji Hardwood Corporation 
Ltd ka vaka kina na kena sa mai cava 
talega na vakadidike, cakacakataki ka 
vaka kina na kena laurai  na vakatage-
degede ni kau ena kena vakayagataki na 
misini.
E vakaraitaka na Turaga Minisita ena 
vuku ni sasaga ni Matanitu ena kena 
sagai mena vakatoroicaketaki na nodra 
bula nai Tabagone , “na usutu levu ni 

sasaga oqo sai koya mena veisautaka na 
draki ni bula vei ira na tu ena taudaku ni 
veikoro lelevu ka vaka kina oira na tawa 
cakacaka tu ena noda veikoro.
Era vakabibitaka talega na bibi ni kena 
tosoi cake na vakayagataki ni lavo ena 
sala ni vuli, na kena vakayagataki na 
mona livaliva ka vaka kina na Misini eso 
ena kena tokoni na tubu vakailavo ni Ta-
bana Ni Veikau.
E kuria on Hon Ravu ena kena sa toso 
cake nai votavota ni lavo ena Tabana ni 
Veikau (Forest Subsidy Grant) mai na 
$50,000 kina $200,000 kena tovolei tiko 
ga mena tokoni oira nai taukei ni Mahog-
any ena kena voli eso na misini vei ira. 
Era vakaraitaka talega na cavu isausau 
esa mai yacova na kabani oka talega kina 
na Gaunavou Cooperative, ka ratou mai 
ciqoma na veivakadonui na nodratou 
vakayagataka nai vakatakilakila ena noda 
vanua se na (Fiji Brand) ena nodratou 
ivoli.
E wasea talega o Hon  Ravu me baleta 
na cavu I sausau mai vei Gaunavou Co-
operative e rawa ni ratou vakarautaka e 

80 na Loga mai na veitokoni ni Forestry 
Subsidy Grant e $28,864.00 mena rawa ni 
rawata tale kina e $70,200.00.
E vakabibi taka talega na kena sagai 
mena vakadeitaki na kena vakailavotaki 
e so na vuli ni veivakararamataki mena 
rawa ni vukea na nodra veiqaravi na vei 
kabani lalai eso vakaitaukei.
Esa vakanamata tu o Hon Ravu ena 
vuku ni yalo dina ni veiqaravi ena 
kena vakalevutaki na veivuke ka mena 
levu talega nai tikoitko ni kau na 
Mahoganhy(Mahogany Based Stations) 
ena noda itikotiko ena kena tovolei mena 
tosoi cake na bula vakailavo ka vaka kina 
na bula ena  veisiga ena veitikotiko.
E na nodra mai tinia tiko na nodra vosa, 
era vakamatatataka kina na yaga ni kena 
vakarawarawarataki se na nodra vakaita-
vi taki ira nai tabagone ena bisinisi ni kau, 
oka talega kina na kena vakalailaitaki na 
veitosoyaki mai ena vanua ni cakacaka 
,vakalailaitaka na bula dravudravua ka 
vakabulabulataka na veivakatorocaketaki  
ena noda veitikotiko.

Minisita ni Veikau kei na Qoliqoli, Kalaveti Ravu ena 
nodra vosa tiko ena matabose e Palimedi.

Nai tikotiko ni veivakavaletaki e Lagilagi ka tuvatuva ni tabana me vakatorocaketaki.
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(Vola ko Katarina Naqarase)

Na usutu ni bula ni noda rawa ka sai 
koya meda vuli. Na vuli e dua na ka eda 
rawa nida kaya nisa usutu levu ni rawa-
ka ena noda veivuvale. Era veisiko voli 
na Minista ni Veivakacakacakataki, o 
Hon Agni Deo Singh ena koronivuli ni 
vuli tara e Tutu Rural Training Center e 
Taveuni ka tiki tiko ga ni nodra veisiko 
kina Vulaiku ni Noda Vanua ena kena 
laki sotavi oira na lewenivanua kai tu-

vatuva tiko ga ni Tabana ni Veiqaravi.
Era sikova kina na koronivuli solia sara 
kina e levu na madigi vei ira nai taba-
gone ena Yasana o Cakaudrove , Bua ka 
vaka kina na Yasana o Macuata. Na ko-
ronivuli ni oqo e na vakatabakidua vei 
ira na Dauteitei, Susu Ligaiduataki, era 
na vakawati kei ira na Goneyalewa lalai.
E laura nisa tari ira e lewe 200 na 
lewenivanua vakabibi ni lewe levu era 
sa lesuva tale mera laki bulataka na bula 
ni Dauteitei kei na Susu Manumanu. E 

sa soli talega e dua na yalo bolebole vei 
ira na gine mera na tara ga vakataki ira 
na nodra dui vale , ra teivaka na kakana 
draudrau ka sana rawa ni ra dolava na 
nodra akaude ni vakatubuilavo mena 
rawa nina vukei ira ka walia talega na 
nodra leqa.
E vakavinavinakataki ira nai vakalesile-
si ni Koronivuli ni Vuli Tara e Tutu ena 
vuku ni rabailevu ni vakasama ka vaka 
kina na Cau me baleti ira na i Tabagone 
ena 3 na Yasana. E dua na sala e laurai 

nina laveta cake tana nodra bula kina 
dua tale na tagede vou.
E ra vakaraitaka talega ena vuku ni 
veivakdonui mena vukei e levu sara na 
veimatavuvale ka vaka kina nai tikoitko 
kece saras ena Vualiku ni noda vanua 
ka na rawa ni vakabibitaki kina na wali 
na leqa ni sega ni cakacaka ka vaka kina 
na valutina bula dravudravua ena noda 
vanua.

Vola ko: Katarina Naqarase.
 
Na kena mai tavoci na porokaramu ni 
misini ni teitei mai na Tabacakacaka ni 
Teitei kei na Salasala ni Wai e dua na 
gaunisala ni nodra vukei na Dauteitei 
ena koro ko Burelevu ena nodra bula 
ena veisiga. E vica na Dauteitei e ra le-
wena na Burelevu Cooperative e dua 
nai soqosoqo e tiko saraga ena loman-
ikoro.
Na koro  ko Burelevu e wili ena tikina o 
Nalaba ka rauta ni 2 na yaua kina taoni 
e Rakiraki.E mai vakaraitaka na no-
dratou mata o Ilivasi Drou nira sa dau 
gadreva tu na Dauteitei me ra na rawa 
ni vakayagataka na misini ena nodra 
teitei.E na nodra mala ni vosa era va-
karaitaka kina
 “Na lewe ni koro e Burelevu e ra sa dau 
teitei tu mai ena dua na gauna balavu ka 
ra dau sotava sarakina e levu na dredre.” 
E levu sara na ka era sa dau rawata ena 
vuku ni nodra vanua ni teitei e baleta 
walega ni sega na misini mena rawa ni 
vakarawarawataka na kena teivaki e dua 
na vanua. E na dua na bose e ra cakava 
esa vakaraitaka kina o Drou ni sa tu nai 

tuvatuva ena kena veisautaki nai va-
karau ni teitei me vaka nira dau vakaya-
gataka tuga na Bulumakau mera sivi-
yarataka kina na vanua vou me teivaki.
Me vaka ni dau levu na veigagadre era 
kauta cake mai na dauteitei ena loma 
ni Yasana o Ra me baleta na veivuke 
ni Matanitu esa na rawa saraga ni vaka 
macawa se vakavula na nodra waraka 
tiko. Esa dau vakataotaka na nodra 
dau teteivaki ka dau vakavuna na no-
dra sega ni sotava na na gauna donu 
ni kena teivaki kina. 
E na vuku ni dredre era dau sotava 
sa qai vakavotukana na nodra gaga-
dre ena kena sa lomasoli na Taba-
cakacaka ni Teitei ena kena soli mai 
na misini mena rawa ni walia na 
bula dravudravua ena loma ni koro. 
Sa qai mai tavoca na Tabacaka-
caka ni Teitei na kena soli na poro-
karamu ena kena vakayagataki na 
misini(Mechanization Program).
Nai sau vakailavo ni Katavila e tiko 
ena $39,000 ka ratou qai navuca na 
Matanitu me ratou solia nai soqo-
soqo na Burelevu Cooperative e dua 
na ka tolu. Esa dua dina na vakasama 

vinaka vei ira baleta nisa walia na bula 
dravudravu ena lomanikoro ka oka 
talega na Tikina o Nalaba.
Ni mai cava na 3 na yabaki ni veiqaravi 
e ratou mai kumuna rawa na dua nai ka-
tolu e $15,000 ena vula o Jiulai 2022 ka 
a rawa ni vukei ira e 150 na Dauteitei e 
na koro o Burelevu.E na so na gauna era 
dau tausoli ena koro ena vuku walega 
ni sasaga ni kena dua na nodra Katavila 
mai vei ratou na Tabacakacaka ni Teitei.
E na gauna qo na Katavila esa caka-
cakataka rawa e 1,000 na aua .E na 
gauna e tekivu kina e yacova na 250 na 
yaua ni cakacaka ena loma ni koro ka 
ratou lavaka  e $30 dua na aua vei ira 
kece na Dauiteitei. Mai nai lavo kece 
e rawati esa gole vakatabakidua kina 
kena saumi na Waiwai ni Katavila ka 
vaka kina na kena vakatawani na tobu 
ena Baqe.
E na vuku ni veivakasalataki mai vei ra-
tou na Tabacakacaka ni Teitei e ratou sa 
duavata kina na lewe ni soqosoqo ena 
Burelevu Cooperative me sana veiqa-
ravi na katavila ena $37.50 dua na aua.   
E sa toso talega na nodratou veiqa-
ravi kina veikoro voleka oka kina na 
koro ko Burenitu, Namata, Nativi, 
Batiga,Nabalabala, Raviravi ka vaka 

kina na koro o Nayaulevu. Esa dua na 
veisau levu esa laurai ena vuku ni kena 
kau mai vei ira na Katavila. Mai na kena 
dau vakayagataki na iteitei lailai  oqo 
esa teitei ena ekatea ena kena teivaka na 
kakana draudrau ka vaka kina na ka-
kana dina.
E a mai vosa talega o Iliaseri Natab-
adamu ena koro ko Burelevu  ka dua 
talega vei ira na rawaka vakalevu sara  
ena kena vakayagataki na Katavila ni 
soqosoqo.
 “Keimami sa marau vakalevu ena kena 
sa toso kina dua nai kalawa vou mai na 
kena dau vakayagataki na manumanu  
sa keimami toso kina kena vakayagata-
ki na misini  ka keimami sa marautaka 
sara vakalevu ni keimami sa raica talega 
na veisau levu ena loma ni neimami 
koro”.
O Iliaseri e teivaka tiko na Kumala ka 
vaka kina na kakana draudrau ka sa 
vakayagataka vaka tolu kina na Kata-
vila. 
Esa nuidei tu na soqosoqo ni Burelevu 
Cooperative ena vuku ni kena tosoi 
cake tale nai vakarau ni nodra vakaya-
gataki qele.

VUKEI OIRA NA DAU TEITEI E NA KORO KO BURELEVU
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VEITATAUNAKI VEI IRA NA LEWE NI 
YASANA O RA O HON TUBUNA MERA 

YADRAVA TIKO NODRA I TAVI

VAKATOROICAKETAKI NA NODRA KILA 
KA NA GONEVULI ENA KORONIVULU NI 

VULI TARA E TUTU

(Vola ko Katarina Naqarase)
 
“E DODONU MEDA NA YADRA 
TIKO, E NA SEGA NI RAWA NI QA-
RAVA TAUDUA NA MATANITU”
 
Oqori na nodra mala ni vosa nai vuke-
vuke ni Minisita ena valenivolavola ni 
Paraiminisita o Hon Sakiusa Tubuna 
ena nodra laki vulagi dokai ena kena 
laki dolavi na bose ni yasana o Ra ka 
vakayacori mai Dadamu e Nanukuloa 
mai Ra enai ka 11 ni Evereli , 2024.
Era kaya ni dodonu meda na dau 
yadrava tiko na noda itavi, vei ira na 
liuliu ni veikoro, kei ira na qase  ni koro 
vaka kina oira na dauveiqaravi ena kena 
vakabibitaki na vuvale.
“Na vuvale e dua na yavudei ena noda 

mata I tikoitko , ena kena dau soli vaka-
levu na gauna vakavuvale ka vaka kina 
nai vakavuvuli ka na rawa ni valuti kina 
na kena vakayagataki na waigaga ni vei-
vakamatenitaki kei na veileqa tale eso 
ena gauna nikua.”
E vakavinavinakataka o Hon Tubuna 
ena vuku ni cakacakavata ena loma ni 
19 na Tikina. Ena kena raici lesu na 
lawa me baleta na Veiveisau ni Draki 
(Climate Change Act ) e na vuku ni 
lomasoli ena sala mena laurai kina na 
Voluntary Carbon Tradingn Markets.
E na vuku ni kena raici na kena vakaya-
gataki na noda iyaubula esa dodonu 
meda na vakasalataki ira na noda 
lewenivanua ena vuku ni kena vakaya-
gataki na noda qele. E vakabibitaka 
talega o Hon Tubuna kina vale ni volav-

ola ni yasana na kena dodonu mena 
vakasalataki yani na matanitu ena vuku 
ni  veivakatoroicaketaki eka vaka kina 
na kena maroroi na Iyaubula ka mena 
tadola tiko ga na isema kina matanitu.
E kuria  talega na vulagi dokai ena vuku 
ni kena sagai mena valuti ena loma ni 
yasana na kena teivaki ka vakayagataki 
talega na waigaga ni veivakamateni-
taki. E laurai nisa kune ena levu sara 
na vanua na waigaga , ka kune tale ena 
Yatu Yasawa Balabalavu. Esa kune  tale-
ga ena noda veikoro ka vaka kina na 
veitikotiko.
“E sa dodonu meda na teivaka vakalevu 
na kakana dina , kakakna draudrau ka 
ra vakasalataki na lewe ni Yasana ena 
kena vakayagtaki na qele mena vaka-
lailaitaka na veitosoyaki kina noda vei 

taoni,” e kaya ko Hon Tubuna.
 “E dodonu mena raici talega na nodra 
vakatulewa kei na nodra vakavulici oira 
nai Tabagone ena vuku ni vakavinakat-
aki na noda veidelaniyavu.”
Era vakaraitaka talega na kena biu mai 
na porokaramu ni veibisinisi me baleti 
keda na kawa iTaukei ka veivuke tale-
ga kina na Matanitu.Era vakabibi taka 
talega na kena bibi na vuli ena loma ni 
yasana.
E na nodra mai tinia na nodra vosa era 
vakaraitaka kina; “Nisa tu na  Matanitu 
ena kena tokoni  na veivakatoroicaket-
aki ena noda veitikotiko mena rawa ni 
kauti keda kina bula veisau kei na sautu 
ena Loma Ni Yasana o Ra.”

Siga Vukelulu Maji 1, 2024 Siga Vukelulu Maji 1, 2024

Na ivukevuke ni Minisita ena Valenivolavola ni Paraiminisita, Sakiusa Tubuna ena dola ni bose ni yasana ko Ra. (Taba era)Oira na matameke ena koro ko Nabalabala ena veiqaravi vakavanua ena dola ni bose ni yasana. Oira 
na lewe ni bose ni yasana

Nakatavila era veivuke kina na Matanitu ena Burelevu Cooperative kei Iliesa Drou na kena iliuliu.
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Siga Vukelulu Maji 1, 2024 Kena ikuri ni talanoa ena   drauniveva e tarava

(Vola ko Katarina Naqarase)
 
Era veisiko voli  na Minisita ni Vei-
vakatoroicaketaki ena Taudaku Ni 
Veikorolelevu na Veiyanuyanu kei 
na Leqa Tubukoso o Hon Sakeasi Di-
toka ena ceva ni cagi ni noda vanua 
mai na ka 10-kina ka 13 ni siga ni 
vula o Evereli.
Era sikova kina na  3 na tikina ena 
muana I cake ni Yanuyanu o Kadavu 
oqo e oka kina na tikina o Nakasa-
leka, Yale ka vaka kina na tikina o 
Ono. Era veitomani tale tiko ga na 
Valenivolavola Ni Talai Veivuke,  Na 
Valenivolavola Ni Yasana o Kadavu, 
Na Tabana Ni Lawa ka vaka kina na 
veitabana tale eso ni matanitu ena 
kena tokoni tiko ga na veivakatoro-
icaketaki ena yanuyanu o Kadavu.
Era gole tale tiko nai vakalesilesi mai 
na Tikotiko Ni Matanitu e Vunisea , 
ka vaka kina nai vakalesilesi ni Ta-
bana Ni Vakatubuilavo(Unit Trust of 
Fiji) ena vuku ni veivakararamataki 
ena yanuyanu o Kadavu.
Era lai sikova taumada ka ra dolava 
talega na wainigunu ena Koronivuli 
na Kavala  Bay Primary School. Era 
vakabibitaka tiko sai koya na kena 
sagai mena tomani tiko ga na kena 
raici ka vakabukabulataki na kena 
vakayagatkai na wainigunu savasa-
va ena noda veitikotiko vakabibi na 
noda veikoronivuli. 
E rauta ni $45,000.00 na kena isau 
vakailavo ka ratou cakava na kabani 
na Divine Mountain Investment Pte 
Limited.E na nodra mala ni vosa na 
Turaga Minisita ka ra vakaraitaka 
kina ,
 “ Na kena kawaitaki saka tiko na 
bula au vakabauata ni sai koya sara 
oya na kawai ni matanitu ena gauna 
oqo e vakabibitaki tiko na kena vaka-
tetei yani na kena vakasavasavataki 
na wai ni gunu ena noda veikoro ka 
sa donu na kena madigi ena nodatou 
koronivuli.”
Era kuria tale tiko ga ni sai tavi ga 

ni matanitu na veivakatoroicaketaki.
Era mai vosa talega na qasenivuli liu  
e Kavala Bay Primary School o Sav-
enaca Vunikauvaki ena vuku ni kena 
mai dolavi na wainigunu ena loma ni 
bai ni koronivuli.Na kena mai  dola 
era  sa vakayagataka saraga vakata-
bakidua kina wai ni gunu.
E ra vakaraitaka talega ni levu sara 
na dredre era sotava tiko sai koya na 
kena dau vakaleqai na gaunisala ena 
gauna ni tau ni uca, oka talega kina 
na gauinisala ni veitaratara, ka sa tu 
talega na nodra vakanuinui ena kena 
tomani tiko ga na veivakatoroica-
ketaki.
 
SOLOTAVUI

Era veitataunaki talega na Turaga 
Minisita  vei ira na lewe ni koro e So-
lotavui ena vuku ni tuvatuva levu ni 
matanitu me baleta na veivakatoro-
icaketaki ena veiyanuyanu.Na kena 
mai dolavi na bai ni ua ena vanua 
vakaturaga o Nakamakama.  
Nai sau vakailavo ni kena mai vaka-
cavari na Bai Ni Ua e rauta ni $11,340 
na dola. Era vakaraitaka talega nai 
tuvatuva ni veivakavaletaki  sena 
(Rural Housing Scheme) ka vaka 
talega kina na veivuke ni idini kei na 
waqa.
 “Nai tuvatuva  saka ni veivakatoro-
icaketaki e sega saka ni veisau seo 
koya tiko na kena I tuvatuva maka-
wa ga mai liu sara muri tiko ga me 
yacova mai qo”. E na laurai mena 
votai vaka yalomatua nai votavota 
ni matanitu ka mena qaravi vinaka 
talega kina nai tavi.
E a mai dua talega na nodra I 
vakamacala na Turaga Ni Koro e So-
lotavui o Tui Kawa ena vuku ni veika 
esa mai vakayacori oya na kena mai 
dola na bai ni ua.
“ Au via cavuta na vakavinavinaka 
ena siga e daidai ni rawa cavutu mai 
na Turaga Minisita ena talevi mai 
na veivakatoroicaketaki ena loma ni 

Yavusa o Nakamakama ena kena mai 
dola na nodratou baini ua ina vanua 
o Nakamakama.”
E vakaraitaka talega o Tui ena vuku 
ni veidredre era dau sotava tiko sai 
koya na kena dau kaukauwa na cagi 
kei  na ua sa tekivu kani yani na qele 
koa sa bulu oti tu sa tekivu kauta lesu 
tale yani baleta ni sa rui rivarivab-
itaki vei ira na lewenikoro. 
E vakavinavinaka kina ena vuku ni 
veivuke levu esa mai vakayacora na 
matanitu. E ra kuria tale tiko ga ena 
kena sa tu tale eso nai tuvatuva esa 
gadrevi ena loma ni koro.  Na kena 
I matai sai koya na kena gadrevi e 
dua nai vaka so ni wai vou, na kena 
vakavinakataki na vale ni vanua ka 
vaka kina mena dua na nodratou 
idrodro vou (Evacuation Center). Sa 
vakavinavinakataka na matanitu ena 
kena talevi tiko mai na delani soso e 
Nakamakama ka vakavinavinakataki 
tiko na yalo ni veivuke.
 “Au na via vosa talega vei ira na luvei 
Nakamakama era tu ena veiyasai Viti 
, veiyasai vuravura na toso sa caka 
tiko e delaniyavu ena sega ni rawa 
nira cakava walega na tiko e dela ni 
yavu ena vinakati kina na liga kece 
kevaka eda veitauriligataka nai tavi 
ena rawa ni mamada sara.”
 
TILIVA
 
E tomana na nodra veisiko kina 
koro o Tiliva na turaga na Minisita 
ena vuku ga ni tuvatuva levu ni kena 
sikovi tiko na muana i cake ni yan-
uyanu o Kadavu
Era laki veitalanoa sara vakalevu na 
leweni koro ena vuku ni veivakato-
roicaketaki ni matanitu.E vakaraitka 
tiko na Turaga Minista ni sai tavi ga 
ni matanitu na veivakatoroicaketaki 
ena noda vanua. 
E kuria ena  nodra ivakamacala nisa 
tiko talega na Rural Housing Scheme 
ka va tiko na kena iwasewase mai na 
1 kina 4. E sa dodonu me ratou sana 
cakacaka vata na Turaga Ni Koro ka 
vaka kina na valenivolavola ni yasana 
kei na talai veivuke ena vuku ni kena 
vakarawarawataki mai na vakalewe 
fomu ena veikorokoro.
E vica na veika era vakaraitaka tiko 
o Turaga Ni Koro o Jale Duikoro ena 
vuku ni tuvatuva ena gadrevi mena 

vakatoroicaketaki kina na koro o Ti-
liva. 
Oqo e oka kina na gaunisala ni veila-
koyaki, na rara ni qito e koronivuli. E 
vakaraitaka talega na nodra nanuma 
na soqosoqo vakamarama e Tiliva e 
vosa tiko kina o Karolina Vuniwai sai 
koya eso na dredre era sotava tiko sai 
koa na nodra gadreva eso na veivuke 
mai na tabana ni marama ka vaka 
kina na kena gadrevi eso na vuli vei 
ira na marama, oka talega kina na 
gaunisala ni veitaratara.
E vakaraitaka talega na nodra rawa 
ka vakailavo oqo e vu mai ena 
voivoi, sasalu ni waitui kei na caka-
caka ni liga tale eso. Me vaka ni sa 
tubu totolo sara tiko nai wiliwili ni 
kena veidewavi na mate ni Mi ni 
Manu(Leptospirosis) esa cakacaka 
sara tiko vakaukauwa na Tabana Ni 
Bula ena kena sagai mena muri eso 
nai walewale ni kena taqomaki na 
bula ni lewenivanua. 
E na vuku ni kena tosoi tiko ga na 
sasaga e mai ciqoma kina e dua na 
nona waqa vou(Fiber) o Michael 
Foa ka cavutu mai na koro o  Laga-
levu era vakacaucautaka na Turaga 
Minisita na kena tauci na vua ni sa-
saga ena gaunisala ni rawa i lavo mai 
ena loma  ni vuvale. 
Era lai taleva talega na kena bucini 
nai tei ni kakana draudrau( Hydro-
ponics) ka vakatokai tiko na KOICA 
e laurai ni veivuke sara tiko vaka-
levu. E mai vakamacala tiko na kena 
i vakalesilesi o Sehyeon Kim ka rauta 
tiko ni $40,00 na kena I sau vakaila-
vo.
 
VABEA.
 
Era bau laki sikova talega na koro o 
Vabea o Hon Ditoka ka laki dolava 
talega na Bai Ni Ua  ena vuku walega 
ni kena taqomaki na nodra bula na 
lewe ni koro ka tiko na kena I sau 
vakailavo ena $23,571.00 nai sau 
vakailavo ni veika e vakayagataki.E 
20 taucoko na levu ni vuvale era 
rawa ni taqomaki mai na veivakato-
roicaketaki oya. 
E ra vakaraitaka talega na leqa era 
sota kaya tiko sai koya na Wai ni 
gunu, ka vaka kina na veiqaravi 
ni bula raraba. E vakaraitaka na I 
vakalesilesi ni tabana ni wai   ka vaka 

VEISIKO NA MINISITA NI VEIVAKATOROICAKETAKI ENA 
TAUDAKU NI VEIKORO LELEVU VEI YATU YANUYANU KEI NA 

LEQA TUBUKOSO  ENA MUANA I CAKE NI YANUYANU O KADAVU

Na Minisita ni Veivakatorocaketaki ena Taudaku ni koro lelevu o Hon Sakiasi Ditoka kei Josi Kavekali na turaga 
mai Dravuni ka mai ciqoma na waqavou. (Taba era) O Minisita Ditoka ena dolavi n ua ena koro o Vabea.



kina na sasaga ni valenivolavola ni 
Talai Veivuke sai koya na kena to-
volei mena vakadrodroi vinaka na 
wainigunu savasava. 
E levu sara nai tuvatuva ni veivakato-
roicaketaki era sa mai bulagoci kina 
na lewe ni koro ka gadrevi saka kina 
na nodra cakacaka vata vakavoleka 
na kena liga ni veiqaravi kei nai sema 
ni matanitu. 
E vakaraitaka talega na Turaga Ni 
Koro o Eferemo Kubunavanua ni sa 
tu talega na veidredre era dau sotava 
ka vaka kina nai tuvatuva esa tuva-
laki tu. Era kuria talega ni sa dau lau-
rai na yalo ni sega ni veirogorogoci 
kei na 
Duavata ka vaka kina na duidui ia 
sega ni vakayalolailaitaki ira ena 
kena sagai mena tomani na tiko vi-
naka vakabibi oira na kawa bula ni 
vanua o Vabea. E dua talega na ka e 
ra gadreva tiko sai koya na kena sagai 
mena vakavinakataki na solar energy 
ena loma ni koro.
 
NARIKOSO
 
Era bau laki butuka talega na lo-
manikoro o Narikoso na Turaga na 
Minisita ena vuku ni kena laki vaka-
dinadinataki na kena sa soli na kena 
I vakaro mera sa toki ena delana na 
vica na vale na bati ni baravi. E ra 
marau ena kena laurai nira  sa muria 
nai vakaro  ka ra kila deivaki nisa rui 
ka bibi na nodra maroroi na qeleni 
lalai ena loma ni tikotiko. E vakara-
itaka o koya nisa tomani tikon na 
kena raici ka yadravi tiko na veivei-
sau ni draki ena noda vanua.

NABOUWALU

Era laki butuka talega na koro o 
Nabouwalu ena vuku tiko ga ni tu-
vatuva ni veisiko ena Muana I cake  
Ni Yanuyanu o Kadavu o Hon Di-
toka. Era laki raica talega na kena 
vakayacori se tara tiko na gaunisala e 
lomanikoro (Footpath) ka vaka kina 
na kena kakana tiko mai Matavura 
na wai ka sa dua na leqa era sotava 
tiko na lewenikoro.E vakaraitaka tale 
ga na Turaga Minisita na veika me 
baleta na Rural Housing Scheme ka 
sa dodonu mera na vola yaca na lewe 
ni koro kara gadreva na veivuke. 
E ra vakabibi taka talega na Inte-
grated  Village Development Plan ka 
veisemati kei na veika era vakaraiata 
na Roko Veivuke ena Yasana o Ka-
davu ni sa vakayacori tiko na vil-
lage profiling ka ra sa tiko talega nai 
tuvatuva mai na Valenivolavola Ni 
Veitarogivanua.
E vica talega na gagadre e ratou 

kauta cake mai sai koya na kena ga-
drevi me dua nai drodro (Evacuation 
Centrer) mera rawa ni vakacegui ira 
na lewe ni vanua ena gauna ni Leqa 
Tubukoso, oka talega kina  na kena 
vakacavari na Bai Ni Ua.

BULIYA
 
Tomani ka tokoni tiko ga na nodra 
veisiko na Turaga Minista ka ra bau 
laki sikova talega na koro o Buliya  
me vaka ni tiki tiko ga ni veiqaravi 
ena Yanuyanu o Kadavu.E laki veit-
alanoa kei ira na lewe ni koro o Bu-
liya ka ra vakaraitaka mai kina na 
gagadre se na veivakatoroicaketaki 
ena loma ni koro. 
E dua na ka era gadreva sai koya na 
kena vakavinakataki na gaunisala 
ni veitaratara me vaka ni dau drake 
suasua sa dau dredre sara na kena ta-
ladrodro na gaunisala ni veitaratara. 
E vakaraitaka na Turaga Talai Vei-
vuke ena Tokalau nisa cakacka sara 
tiko vakaukauwa kei ratou na kabani 
na Vodafone ena kena tovolei mena 
vakavinakataki ka ratou navuca me 
sana taladrodro vinaka na veitarata-
ara ni cava na vula oqo.
E kuria na Turaga Talai nisa tiko 
talega nai tuvatuva ena vuku ni kena 
vakarabailevu taki na veiqaravi ni 
tabana ni wai, teitei ka vaka kina na 
tabana ni bula ena koro o Buliya.
E mai vosa tale tiko nai liuliiu ni 
soqosoqo vakamarama e Buliya o 
Virisila Sauwale ni dua na leqa levu 
era sotava tiko sai koya na gaunisala 
levu ni kumuni lavo. Nai vurevure 
levu ga ni rawa ilavo vei ira sai koya 
na Voivoi, na caka Waiwai(virgin oil) 
ka vaka kina na sasalu ni waitui.
Ena vuqa na gauna era dau veita-
ratara ga kei ira na wekadra era tu 
ena veivanua ni cakacaka ena vuku 

ni kena volitaki yani na nodra I voli. 
E dina ni cakacaka dredre na kena 
rawati mai na veika oqori ia sa taura 
ga na vosota kei na cakacakavata ena 
kena gadrevi nai lavo.
E vakaraitaka tiko o koya ni ratou 
kalougata ena vuku  ni kena bau toka 
vinaka na gaunisala ni veitaratara, 
ka vakatalega kina na waqa  ni veiv-
akaleleci me vaka ni sa toso cake tale 
tiko ga nai sau ni Waiwai ka ra sa dau 
veivuke taka saraga na kena cici na 
boto ena nodra vanua ni veitosoyaki.
 
DRAVUNI.
 
Era laki butuka talega na koro o 
Dravuni na Minisita ni bera ni sere-
dali ka vakacavari talega na veisiko 
ena Muana Cake ni Yanuyanu o Ka-
davu. Era veitataunaki tiko sai koya 
na kena vakabibitaki tiko na tuvatu-
va ni veivakatoroicaketaki ena koro 
se itikotiko.
Era vakabibi taka talega na nodra I 
tavi na komiti ni veivakatoroicaketa-
ki ena vuku ni kena raiic sei tuvatuva 
cava tale ena tarava mai kevaka ena 
mani yaco e dua na leqa. Era vakabi-
bi taka tale tiko na nodratou yadrava 
na nodratoub I tavi na Komiti ni Vei-
vakatoroicaketaki.
 “Na vosa vakaibalebale , na vuku 
me baleta na nodra vavavakarau na 
qasivi ena gauna ni drake vinaka , e 
maroroya tiko o koya na kakana na 
gauna sa drake ca kina sat u vinakan 
tu nai lololo.” E na vaka toka oya na 
noda vakarautaki keda ena vuku n I 
kena sotavi na veileqa tubukoso.
Era kauta cake talega na nodra 
nanuma na lewe ni koro ena vuku ni 
kena gadrevi tale eso na veivakato-
roicaketaki me vaka na kena dua na 
valeniwai me vaka  I nasi e tiko sara 
mai Naqara ka vaka kina na Vuniwai 

e Kavala. E ra gadreva talega na na 
kena rawa ni 1 tale na taqe ni wai, ka 
vaka kina na sola.
E tiko talega eso na tiko tale ni nodra 
i tuvatuva sai koya na kena Maroroi 
na Yaubula, na Rural Housing Devel-
opment ka vaka kina na kena tevaki 
na Vasua.
Ea mai soli talega e dua na waqa 
vou(Fiber) vei Joji Kovelali ka ra va-
karaitaka kina nina vukei koa sara 
vakalevu vaka kina na nona vuvale.
E mai vakavinavinakataki ira na 
vioca na Koro ea sikovi taumada na 
Turaga Minisita ena vuku walega ni 
kena ciqomi tiko oira nai vakalesilesi 
vaka matanitu ena vuku ni nodra 
veitomani tiko kei na Minisitiri ni 
Veivakatoroicaketaki ena Taudaku 
Ni Veikorolelevu na Veiyanuyanu kei 
na Leqa Tubukoso.
E mai dua talega na nodravosa na 
Turaga Talai Ena Tokalau o Vitaele 
Varo ena vuku ni veivakatorocaket-
aki ena loma ni Yasana o Kadavu. E 
sa mai dolavi talega kina na wai ni-
gunu  ka vaka kina na bai ni ua  ka 
vaka kina nai tatakoso. E ratou sa 
tuvana tale tiko ga ena I kalawa e ra-
tou na cakava me baleta nai drodro,  
ka vaka talega kina na gaunisala ni 
veitaratara.
Era veibolei tale tiko ga ena vuku 
ni gaunisala ni veilakoyaki , e ratou 
sana qai veitalanoa tiko kei na Ta-
bana ni Waqa ni Matanitu ena kena 
sagai mena laurai vakavinaka  na 
vanua dau kele kina na waqa. E ra-
tou sana veitalanoa vata kei ratou na 
Tabana ni Guanisala(Fiji Roads Au-
thority) nai tuvatuva esa tiko vei ra-
tou mena tomani kina na gaunisala e 
sa tiko rawa.
E vakaraitaka talega ni ratou sa veit-
alanoa oti kei ratou na Vodafone ka 
vaka kina na Digicel se gaunisala 
cava soti e rawa ni vakavinakataki 
kina  na gaunisala ni veitaratara. Era 
kuria nisa tiko talega nai tuvatuva ni 
valenivolavola ena vuku ni kena biu 
mai na VT Sat ka veitalanoataki sara 
vakalevu mai Dravuni kei Buliya.
E sa veibolei tale tiko ga na Turaga 
Talai ena vuku ni kena vakabibitaki 
tiko na Integrated Village Develop-
ment Plan ka sa cakacaka vakavoleka 
sara kei ratou na Vale ni Volavola ni 
Yasana o Kadavu.
E sa gadrevi kina na Duavata ena 
vuku ni kena maroroi ka tokoni tiko 
ga na veivakatoroicaketaki ena loma 
ni Yasana.

email: news@govnet.gov.fj;     
@FijiRepublic;  
Fiji Government;  
visit us @ www.fiji.gov.fj

phone: 3301806   

7

ITAKITAKI E NA LOMA NI MACAWA

Siga Vukelulu Maji 1, 2024

Oira na lewenivanua e Dabea kei ra na gone ena kena dolavi vou nodra bai ni ua.
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E ra mai cabeta bula e dua tale na  
yabaki  ni nodra  bula lagilagi na Turaga 
na Peresitedi ka Taukei Bolatagane na  
Turaga Bale na Tui Macuata o Ratu 
Wiliame Maivalili Katonivere nai ka  
60 ni yabaki ni nodra bula ena siga 
Vakarauwai na ika20 ni siga ni vula qo 
ko Evereli , 2024.
Era cabeta yani na nodra itikoitko 
e  Naiqasiqasi na  lewe ni Mataivalu 

ni noda vanua ena vuku ni nodra laki 
marautaka na siganisucu nodra na 
Turaga Peresitedi.
E voqa malua na domodra na lewe ni 
matabani ni Mataivalu ena vuku ni 
nodra lagata na sere ni siganisucu ka 
sa i vakaraitaki ni nodra marautaka ka 
ra duavata ena kena cabeti na yabaki ni 
bula vou.
E vakaraitaka na Turaga na Peresitedi 

na  nodra vakavinavinaka kina Lewe ni 
Noda Mataivalu kei ira kece na Tabana 
ni lawa ni noda vanua ena vuku ni nodra 
mai tiki ni soqo ena kena marautaki na 
soqo lagilagi ni siganisucu.
E vakaraitaka talega o Peresitedi 
Katonivere ena vuku ni veiqaravi ni 
Mataivalu ena kena taqomaki tiko na 
Yavu Ni Vakavulewa ka vaka kina nai 
tovo e kilai tani kina na noda vanua. E 

vakaraitaka  taka talega na veiboleble 
esa tu mai liu  ena noda vanua ka sa 
tu vakarau kina dua tale  nai tekitekivu 
vou.
E kuria na Turaga na Peresitedi ni sa tu 
vakarau mena cakacaka vata kei ratou 
na Mataivalu ena vuku  ni kena gadrevi 
mena valuti na veidredre e dau sotavi 
kavaka kina na kena sagai mena toso 
tiko ga iliu na noda vanua.

MARAUTAKI NAI KA 60 NI YABAKI NI MARAUTAKI NAI KA 60 NI YABAKI NI 
NODRA BULA NA TURAGA NA PERESITEDINODRA BULA NA TURAGA NA PERESITEDI

KO Peresitedi Ratu Wiliame Maivalili Katonivere ena soqo ni nodra Yabaki 60 keira na turaga ni valu ecake kei ira na ivakalesilesi ni nodra valenivolavola.



ronl dyv

s[e] s\jIivnI bCco\ k[ aSpt[l 
ijsy fIjI my\ s[e] p=ym[ f[AN3y9n 
ny S5[ipt ik8[ hY ny h[lhI my\ apnI 
dUsrI vQ[]g[{@ mn[e] jo fIjI aOr pUry 
p=9[Nt xyt= my\ jNm sy idl kI bIm[rI 
sy pIi3>t bCco\ ko muf<t my\ jIvn 
rxk idl kI sj]rI p=d[n krny ky 
aSpt[l ky d~iQ2ko4 my\ Ek 
mhTvpU4] mIl k[ pT5r hY|
jIvn k[ Aph[r (igf<2 aof 
l[ef) k[8]k=m kI 9uRa[t ky b[d 
sy, fIjI aOr p3>osI p=9[Nt HIp dy9o\ 
my\ do sO sth)r bCco\ ko muf<t my\ 
jIvn rxk idl kI sj]rI kI ge] hY|
p=6[n m\t=I m[nnI8 isitvynI rMbUk[ 
ny apny aOpc[irk 7[Q[4 my\ kh[ ik 
8h aSpt[l v[Stv my\ hm[ry ilE e]
(vr k[ 7yj[ hua[ vrd[n kI trh hY| 
ANho\ny a[gy kh[ ik h[l[ik srk[r 
k[ lX8 hY s7I ky ilE sbsy 8oG8, 
sStI aOr ku9l Sv[S%8 syv[E\ p=d[n 
krn[, lyikn hm[rI a[i5]k cunOi-
t8o\ ko dywty huE 8h Ek spn[ 

jYs[ lgt[ hY| phly s[l ky aNdr, 
aSpt[l ny p=9[Nt xyt= ky ilE b[l 
icikTs[ h=d8 dyw7[l k[ ky\d+ bnny 
k[ apn[ v[d[ pUr[ kr il8[ hY| 8h 
v[Stv my\ fIjI ky ilE gv] k[ x4 
hY aOr muzy wu9I hY ik hm a[j jIvn 
k[ Aph[r sm[roh 7I a[8oijt kr 
rhy\ hY|
jIvn k[ Aph[r sm[roh my\ An bCco\ 
ko sMm[int ik8[ g8[ ijNho\ny jIvn 
bc[ny v[lI h=d8 sj]rU sy l[7 A@
[8[ hY| 8h sm[roh jIvn bc[ny ky 
Anky p=8[so\ ky ilE Anky m[t[-
ipt[ aOr aiv(vsnI8 sij]kl 2Im 
k[ 7I sMm[n krt[ hY|
aSpt[l kI sflt[ isf] Ek 
S5[nI8 ApliB6 nhI\ hY, biLk 
vYi(vk m[nvt[v[dI aOr aSpt[l ky 
s\S5[pk sd<guR _I m6usUdn sy p=yirt 
Ek V8[pk d~iQ2ko4 k[ ihSs[ hY, 
jo ATsv my\ 7I ApiS5t 
5y|
_I mdusUdn b)Is dy9o\ my\ Ek anowy 
vYi(vk im9n kI aguv[e] krty hY\ aOr 
do hj>[r G8[rh sy ANho\ny duin8[ 7r 

my\ i9x[, SvS%8 dyw7[l, poQ[4 aOr 
a[^8[iTmkt[ my\ ATk~q2t[ s\S5[n 
S5[ipt ikE hY|
aSpt[l aOr s[e] py=m[ f[A\3y9n ky 
k[m kI sr[hn[ krty huE, p=6[n m\t=I 
ny es b[t pr p=k[9 3[l[ ik ANho\
ny pcIs hj>[r sy J8[d[ fIijv[is8o\ 
ko muf<t my\ syv[ p=d[n kI hY, s[5hI 
aSpt[l ky aT8[6uink iv9yQ[0 
icL3+yNs h[2] Sk=Iin\g kyNd+ ky m[^8m 
sy solh hj>[r sy J8[d[ bCco\ ky 
h=d8 kI j[{c kI ge] hY|   
s7I syj]rI t5[ Apc[r muf<t my\ ikE 
gE hY| 8h bhut hI gv] kI b[t hY 
ik fIjI, p=9[Nt aOr aoi9in8[ xyt= 
my\ Eys[ aSpt[l bn[ny v[l[ phl[ 
dy9 hY| 8h aSpt[l ke] m[t[ao\ aOr 
pirv[ro\ kI p=[5]n[ao\ k[ A)r hY| 
g=[mI4 el[ko\ my\ a[A2rIc icikTs[ 
i9ivro\ ky m[^8m sy q: hj>[r p[{c sO 
sy J8[d[ g=[mI4 inv[is8o\, ivi7Nn 
an[5 a[_m ky bCco\ aOr v~D 
dyw7[l 1ro] ky mrIj>o\ ko 7I muf<t 
syv[ p=d[n kI ge] hY|
iv9yQ[ Rp sy koiv3 mh[m[rI ky 

dOr[n j>Rrtm\do\ ko c[r imil8n sy 
J>8[d[ pyk bn[kr 7ojn pros[ g8[| 
mhyNd+, m[8[, suimt aOr k~p[lI 2PpU 
jYsy aCqy fIijv[is8o\ ky ibn[, hm 
a[j fIjI my\ sflt[puv]k kI ge] 
do sO sth)r sj]rI k[ j(n mn[ny 
ky ilE 8h[{ nhI\ hoty, ijssy n kyvl 
fIjI ky bCco\ aOr pirv[ro\ ko l[7 
hua[, biLk p=9[Nt xyt= ko 7I f[8d[ 
hua[ hY|AsI sm8 p=6[n m\t=I rMbUk[ 
ny wul[s[ ik8[ ik pIpLs g@b\6n 
srk[r ny aSpt[l ky s\c[ln wc] 
ky ilE g=[N2 p=d[n ik8[ hY| ANho\ny 
8h 7I p=k[9 3[l[ ik 7[rt srk[r 
kI sh[8t[ sy nsInU my\ Ek n8[ sO 
w[2 v[l[ aSpt[l bn[ny kI 8ojn[ 
hY, ijssy fIjI ky logo\ ky ilE idl 
kI syj]rI t5[ Apc[r tk phu{c aOr 
b3> j[Eg[|
s[e] s\jIvnI icL3+yn aSpt[l ko 
sv]_yQ@ aSpt[lo\ my\ sy Ek kr[r 
id8[ g8[ hY K8o\ik 8h amyirk[, 
is\g[pur, aoS2+yil8[ 8[ N8U jIlY\3 my\ 
iksI 7I aSpt[l ky Str sy myl 
w[t[ hY|

S[[e] s\jIivnI bCco\ k[ aSpt[l 
dUsrI vQ[]g[{@ k[ j(n 

roj>g[r mt=I 
ny tutu Rrl 
2+yin\g syN2r 
H[r[ 8uvko\ ko 
i9x[ k[ avsr 
p=d[n krny ky 
ilE sr[hn[ kI

es s[l igrim2 
idvs lOtok[ aOr 
lMb[s[ my\ mn[8[ 
j[Eyg[ ijsky ilE 
tY8[ir8[{ joro\-9oro\ 
sy cl rhI hY|

2Uirj>m m\t=I ny nE 
g=y3uE2<s sy 
cunOit8[{ s[mny 
a[ny apnI a2U2 
7[vn[ sy apn[ 
m[g]d9]n krny kI 
m[{g kI hY
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p=6[n m\t=I m[nnI8 isitvynI rMbUk[ h[lmy\ s[e] s\jIivnI aSpt[l kI dUsrI vQ[]g[{@ pr bCco\, m[t[-ipt[ao\ aOr aSpt[l ky ACc ai6k[ir8o\ ky s[5    ict=: p=d[n ik8[ g8[
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r[Q2+pit mh[mhIm r[tU 
ivil8[my k[toinvyry 
ny dy9 ky s7I 
ak[AN2N2<s sy m[{g 
kI hY ik apny s\b\i6t 
xyt=o\ my\ iv9yQ[0o\ ky Rp 
my\ apny nYitk mUL8o\ 
ko bn[E rwy\|
9\grIl[ irj>o2 pr 
fIjI e\S2I2U2 aof 
ak[AN2N2<s ky 
s[l[n[ sMmyln my\ 
r[Q2+pit ny j>or id8[ 
ik ak[AN2N2<s sy 
kh[ ik ANhy\ apny 
nYitk ai78[s, aCqy 
9[sn aOr a[kQ[]

k buiDm[n sm[6[no\ 
ko bn[E rwny kI 
p=itbDt[, V8iKtgt 
Rp sy Ek s\g@n[Tmk 
ek[e] ky Rp my\ 
Ek r[Q2+ ky Rp my\ 
s[m[ijk-a[i5]k Rp 
sy 8[t=[ kI p=git ko 
a[k[r dyn[ c[ihE|
r[Q2+pit ny kh[ ik 
s[l[n[ sMmyln, phly 
pc[s s[lo\ kI smIx[ 
krny, sflt[ao\ k[ 
j(n mn[ny aOr sIwy 
gE sbk ko apn[ny, 
a[gy kI r[h k[ m[g]
d9]n krny k[ Ek 
avsr hY|
'aCqy 9[sn aOr 

mjbUt a[i5]k irpoi2\g 
ky p=it a[pkI 
p=itbDt[ p[rdi9]t[ 
aOr iv(v[s k[ m[hOl 
bn[tI hY|
ANho\ny es b[t pr 
p=k[9 3[l[ ik r[Q2+I8 
sm~iD a[i5]k ivk[s 
sy pry hY t5[ a[i5]k 
s[xrt[ Ek mhTvpU4] 
7Uimk[ in7[tI hY|
r[Q2+pit ny kh[ 
ik Efa[EsIE kI 
dUrd9I]t[ apny a[i5]k 
s[xrt[ k[8]k=mo\ ky 
m[^8m sy est sik=8 
Rp sy a[gy b#>[t[ hY| 
ANho\ny An s7I 
Ejy\is8o\ kI sr[hn[ kI 

jo g=[mI4 aOr phrI 

sm[j my\ es xyt=

my\ k[m krn[ j[rI 

rwtI hY s[5hI hm[ry 

smud+I HIpo\ t5[ 

smud[8o\ my\ a[i5]k 

s[xrt[ k[8]k=mo\ ko 

a[gy b#>[ny ky ilE 

p=ots[iht ik8[| 

r[Q2+pit k[toinvyry ny 

p=itini68o\ ky s[mUihk 

p=8[so\ kI sr[hn[ kI 

aOr 8h b[t dohr[e] 

ik V8[p[irk sm[j 

hmy9[ sy hm[rI a5]-

V8vS5[ kI rI#> rh[ hY|
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j[p[nI srk[r ny l[mI if9rIs 
S2y9n ko Ek d9mlO p[{c imil8n 
3olr l[gt sh[8t[ p=d[n kI hY|
tIn EKs[vy2r, tIn 2+k t5[ Spy8r 
p[2<s SvIk[r krty huE if9rIs t5[ 
forS2+I m\t=I m[nnI8 k[l[vytI r[vU ny 
j[p[nI srk[r ko 6N8v[d dyty huE 
j>or id8[ ik stt ivk[s ky Ek 
nE 8ug kI 9uRa[t hue] hY|
ipqly pYt[ils s[l lMbI j[p[n 
aOr fIjI kI doStI sy fIjI ky 
mqlI V8vs[8 ko j[p[nI srk[r sy 
lg7g st=[h d9mlO p[{c imil8n 
3olr kI sh[8t[ imlI hY|
m\t=I ny es sh[8t[ ky ilE j[p[nI 
r[jdUt mh[mhIm mIcI rokoe]9Iro ko 
anyko\ 6N8v[d id8[ aOr kh[ ik 
stt ivk[s aOr grIbI sy inklny 
ky p=it srk[r kI p=itbDt[ ko 
mjbUt krt[ hY|
'm\t=[l8 k[ hmy9[ sy 8h m[nn[ 
rh[ hY ik jl k~iQ[ mqlI p[ln kI 
iS5rt[ suini(ct krny aOr mqlI 
p[ln ivk[s ko mjbUt krny kI 
ku{jI hY|
r[jdUt ny puiQ2 kI hY ik j[p[nI 
srk[r, ifi9irs m\t=[l8 ko 
anus\6[n krny v[lI Ek ne] 
ifi9rIs jh[j> aOr Ek bf] m9In 
kI wrId ky ilE aitirKt ds 
imil8n 3olr aOr sh[8t[ dyny kI 
8ojn[ bn[ rhI hY ijssy fIjI 7r my\ 
w[F surx[ sy s\b\i6t k[8]k=mo\ ko 
mjbUt ik8[ j[Eg[|

ronl dyv

nNdonUm[e] hoiL3\Gs, sUv[vA h[As 
ky pIqy Ek ne] bhu m\ijlI em[rt 
bn[ny kI 8ojn[ bn[ rh[ hY|
h[lhI my\ sUv[ iS5t g=yN3 pyisifk 
ho2l my\ sUv[vA koro ky G8[rh 
mt\g[il8o\ ny 1993 my\ apnI 
S5[pn[ ky b[d sy n\donum[e] hoiL3\
Gs ilim2y3 kI AplB68[{ k[ 
j(n mn[8[, ijskI 9uRa[t 
AnkI phlI s\pit r[j6[nI sUv[ 
ky V8[p[irk ky\Nd+ my\ ds m\ijl[ 
sUv[vA h[As ky inm[]4 sy hue]| 

es sm[roh my\ p=6[n m\t=I m[nnI8 
isitvynI rMbUk[ kI jgh pr 
lyN3<s aOr imnrl irsoss m\t=I 
m[nnI8 ifilmonI vos[roNgo muW8 
myhm[n 5y K8o\ik aN8 aOpc[irk 
k[8] my\ V8St hony kI vjh sy vo 
es sm[roh my\ ihSs[ nhI\ ly p[E|
m\t=I vos[roNgo ny kh[ ik Ek 
mhTvk[\xI p=8[s jo apnI 
xmt[ao\ my\ kMpnI ky iv(v[s 
aOr v~iD t5[ ivk[s ky p=it 
AskI a2U2 p=itbDt[ ky b[ry my\ 
bhut kuq bt[t[ hY| ANho\ny kh[ 
ik ANhy\ Ek mo3l a[idv[sI 
V8vs[8 ky Rp my\ n[donum[e] 

hoiL3\Gs kI 7Uimk[ pr gv] mh-
sUs ho rh[ hY aOr ivi7Nn nIit8o\ 
aOr phlo\ ky m[^8m sy a[idv[sI 
V8vs[8o\ k[ sm5]n krny ky ilE 
srk[r kI p=itbDt[ dohr[e]| 
'fIjI my\ jh[{ a[i5]k sflt[ 
ko aKsr gYr-a[idv[sI 8[ aN8 
duin8[ ky mL2I ny9nl kOpry9n 
ky s[5 smz[ j[t[ hY, n\donum[e] 
hoiL3\Gs ilim23 a[9[ kI ikr4 
ky Rp my\ w3>[ hY, jo 8h s[ibt 
krt[ hY ik a[idv[sI V8vs[8 
S5[nI8 Str pr aN8 sm[n 
V8vs[8o\ ky s[5 sm[n Str pr 
fl-fUl skty hY\ aOr A{c[e] 

h[isl kr skty hY|"
a[pkI ApliB68[{ hmy\ 8[d 
idl[tI hY ik jb avsr aOr 
sm5]n id8[ j[t[ hY to a[idv[sI 
V8[p[r roj>g[r pYd[ kr skty hY\, 
a[jIivk[ my\ su6[r kr skty hY\ 
t5[ sUv[vA koro ky logo\ aOr 
pUry dy9 kI sm~iD my\ 8ogd[n dy 
skty hY\| p=6[n m\t=I isitvynI 
rMbUk[ ny 1997 my\ sUv[vA h[As 
k[ aOpc[irk Ad<1[2<n ik8[ 5[| 
ipqly s[l frvrI te]s t[rIw 
ko hoiL3\g kMpnI ny pcIsvI 
vQ[]g[{@ sm[roh mn[e] 5I|

ak[AN2N2<s sy nYitk mUL8o\ ko bn[E rwny kI m[{g kI ge] mqlI V8vs[8 
ko sh[8t[ imlI

 nNdonUm[e] hoiL3\Gs ilim23 -a[9[ kI Ek ikr4 

i3ijsyl fIjI ky p=itini6 9\girl[ irjo2 pr a[8oijt fIjI e\S2I2U2 aof ak[AN2N2<s ky s[l[n[ sMmyln my\ 7[g lyty huE      ict=: p=d[n ik8[ g8[
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9Ilt[ is\h 

roj>g[r, ATp[dk aOr e\3s2+I8l rIly9ns 
m>t=I m[nnI8 aGnI dyv is\h ny m\t=Il8 ky 
A)rI iv7[g ky dOry pr tutu Rrl 2+yin\g 
syN2r pr a[m jnt[ sy b[ty kI| 
m[nnI8 aGnI dyv is\h aOr AnkI 2Im ny 
dk[A3+ovy aOr bUa[ my\ 8Uv[ko\ ko i9x[ ky 
avsr p=d[n krny ky ilE sr[hn[ kI| 
syN2r An logo ko p=oTs[iht krt[ hY jo 
bdlty sm8 my\ apny a[p ko sM7[l skty 
hY| 
hm[r[ muW8 Ad<d(8 hY ik hm logo\ ko 
i9x[ dy t[ik vy apny 1r apnI j>mIn pr 
v[ps j[ sky|

8h syN2r 8Uv[ iks[n, akylI m[t[ao, 
ivv[iht jo3>o aOr 8Uv[ mihl[ao\ ko i9x=[ 
p=d[n krt[ hY| 
tutu Rrl 2+yiNg syN2r ny krIbn do hj>[r 
logo\ ky jIvn ko s{v[r[ hY aOr ke] log 
v[ps apny g[\v lO2 gE hY|
es 2+yin\g ky tht bCcy 1r bn[n[, frincr 
bn[n[, wytI krn[ aOr pU{jI lg[n[ 7I sIw 
skty hY| 
m\t=I ny pury mynyjm\2 ko 8h 2+yin\g p=d[n 
krny aOr Anky jIvn ko su6[rny ky ilE 
6N8v[d id8[| 
'mY\ bhut wu9 hU{ ik A)rI iv7[g my\ byroj>g[rI 
kI smS8[ sy inp2ny ky ilE 2+yin\g syN2r 
wol[ g8[ hY" m\t=I is\h ny kh[|

9Ilt[ is\h

vtukAl[ my\ iS5t fIjI m[en ky s7I km]c[rI8o\ ny 
roj>g[r, ATp[dk aOr V8vs[e]k s\b\6 m\t=I m[nnI8 
aiGn dyv ky dOry ky ilE g@b\6n srk[r k[ a[7[r 
m[n[ hY| m\t=I is\h ny 1991 my\ vtukOl[ m[en ky 
km]c[rI8o\ dU[r[ ikE gE h3>t[l pr cc[] kI|
8Uin8n ky nyt[ josyf[ s[\3+yA ny srk[r ko es dOry 
ky ilE 6N8v[d id8[ aOr es b[t k[ 7I a[7[r m[n[ 
kI vy 1991 ky h3>t[l sy p=7[ivt pirv[ro pr 7I cc[] 
kr rhy hY\| 
'ifr sy imlny ky es avsr ky ilE mY\ 6N8v[d dyt[ 
hU{ aOr es h3>t[l pr b[ty krny ky ilE 7I hm a[p 
k[ aOr a[p kI 2Im, k[ a[7[r m[nty hY\"| ANho\ny 
kh[| 
m\t=I is\h ny logo ko AnkI ApiS5it dyny ky ilE 
6N8v[d id8[ aOr 8[t=[ ky er[dy ky b[ry my\ ivSt[r sy 
b[t[8[| 
'hm An 7[vn[ao\, asuiv6[ao\ aOr ki@n[e8o\ ko 
pUrI trh sy smzty hY\ jo a[pny ipqly tY\tIs s[lo my\ 
s[mn[ ik8[ hY\ aOr a[j hm[r[ mksd Ek smz aOr 
fYsly pr a[n[ hY\| 8h ke] aN8 bY@ko\ kI 9Ra[t hY 
aOr hm s7I ky ilE es m[mly ko a\t tk sulz[ny 
k[ Ek r[St[ hY"| m\t=I ny kh[| 
vtukAl[ ky logo ko m\t=I dU[r[ 8h 7I a[(v[sn id8[ 
g8[ ik es m[mly k[ hl krny ky ilE ANhy\ aOr 
tYtIs s[lo k[ e\tj>[r nhI\ krn[ p3>yg[|  
_I s[\3y+A ny roj>g[r m\t=I ko Anky a[(v[sn aOr Anky 
p=7[ivt pirv[ro\ ko r[ht phu\c[ny ky ilE 6N8v[d 
id8[| roj>g[r m\t=[l8 ky prm[ny\2 syk=y2rI _I m[iri2no 
nym[nI ny m\t=I is\h kI b[t\o ko dohr[8[ aOr 8h 
suini(ct krny ky ilE m\t=[l8 kI p=itbDt[ kI 7I 

9Ilt[ is\h

ipqly sPt[h lyvuk[ my\ ro3 9o 
ky dOr[n, roj>g[r, ATp[dk aOr 
en3S2+I8l rIly(Ns ky 
m\t=I m[nnI8 aiGn dyv ish\ ny 
vnua[ ao n[bukybuky ky tue] ly-
vuk[ ky bdly my\ e-syvusyvu r[tu 
copy is\g[Ra[Ra[ rokotue]n[dyv[ 
ko 7y\2 ik8[| koa[lI9n srk[r 
kI aor sy m\t=I is\1 ny lyvUk[ my\ 
Anky ilE ikE gE Sv[gt ky ilE 
a[7[r m[n[ aOr sm[j ky p=it 
apn[ 8ogd[n dyny ky ilE| 
m\t=I is\h ny lyvuk[ 2[An k[iA\sl 
my\ Ek s[v]jink pr[m9] ky dOr[n 
kuq n8 in8[mo\ k[ p[ln krny 
pr 7I j>or id8[| 
ANho\ny 8h a[(v[sn 7I id8[ ik 

m\t=[l8 kI i2m ^8[n my\ rwygI 
ik en in8mo\ k[ p[ln ho|
srk[rI km]c[ir8o\ dU[r[ kuq  
ivQ[8 A@[E gE hY jYsy ik 
al[vNs, Sv[S5 dyw7[l ky 
s\b\6o my\ aOr k[m krty sm8 
co2-cpy2 lgn[| m\t=I is\h ny es 
b[t pr j>or id8[ ik k[m krty 
sm8 agr iksI ko co2 lgI hY 
to eskI sUcn[ m[ilko ko dU[r[ 
12n[ ky ky 48 1\2y ky 7Itr 
m\t=[l8 ko dI j[nI c[ihE| 8id 
m[ilk irpo2] krny my asfl 
rh[ hY, to km]c[rI m[mly kI 
irpo2] sI6y m\t=[l8 ko 7I kr 
skt[ hY\| 'al[\As aOr Sv[S5 
ky m[mlo ko ij>Mmyd[r s\b\i6t 
m\t=[l8o ky smx A@[8[ j[Eg[" 
m\t=I is\h ny kh[|

roj>g[r m\t=I m[nnI8 aiGn dyv is\h h[l my\ tutu Rrl 2+yin\g syN2r k[ dOr[ krty huE  ict=: p=d[n ik8[ g8[

roj>g[r m\t=I m[nnI8 aiGn dyv is\h Ek ro3 9O ky dOr[n a[m jnt[ sy mul[k[t krty huE

tutu Rrl syN2r sy bCco\ 
ny i9x[ h[isl kI 

fIjI m[en ky km]c[ir8o\ 
ny g@b{6n srk[r k[ 

a[7[r m[n[ 

roj>g[r m\t=I ny vnua[ ao n[bukybuky ko 
e=-syvusyvu 7y2 ik8[



r[Q2+pit mh[mhIm r[tU ivil8[my 
k[toinvyry ny h[l hI my\ mlYi98n h[e]
kim9nr ky inv[s pr a[8oijt ed] 
ky j(n my\ 7[g il8[| apny b8[n 
my\ r[jdUt mh[mhIm  nor a[j>m 
mohMmd E3Rs ny kh[ ik 8h wu9I 
k[ avsr eSl[m ky mUl mUL8o\ k[ 
p=itini6Tv krt[ hY ijNhy\ s[v]7Oimk 
Rp sy apn[8[ j[t[ hY| jYs[ ik hm 
apny smud[8 ko bn[ny aOr duin8[ 
ko Ek byhtr jgh bn[ny k[ p=8[s

krty hY, hmny k~t0t[ V8Kt krny, 
apny smud[8o\ k[ inm[]4 krny ky 
s[5-s[5 apnI xmt[ ky aNdr 
j>Rrtm\d logo\ kI dyw7[l aOr 
kR4[ b#>[ny ko apnI p=[5imkt[ao\ 
my\ 9[iml kr il8[ hY| aN8 aiti58o\ 
ky al[v[ 7utpUv] r[Q2+pit t5[ 
s\sdI8 SpIkr r[tU epylI ne]l[itk[A  
ny 7I es j(n my\ ihSs[ il8[|

email: news@govnet.gov.fj;       @FijiRepublic;            Fiji Government;       visit us @ www.fiji.gov.fj 	  phone: 3301806   llll

4Wednesday May 1, 2024 5Wednesday May 1, 2024

r[Q2+pit mh[mhIm k[toinvyry ny e]d j(n my\ ihSs[ il8[ _I sT8 S[[e] s\jIivnI bCco\ k[ aSpt[l kI dUsrI vQ[]g[{@ pr b6[e]

p=6[n m\t=I rMbUk[ ny Enjy>k Sm~it syv[ idvs my\ dI _6[{jlI 

fIjI my\ _I sT8 s[e]\ s\jIvnI 
icL3+yNs h[2] aSpt[l kI dUsrI 
vQ[]g[{@ pr s[e] p=ym[ f[A\3y9n 
fIjI ko b6[e]|
fIjI aO p=9[Nt xyt= ky bCco\ ky 
ilE muf<t my\ h=d8 9L8 icikTs[ 
p=d[n krny ky p=it a[pk[ a2U2 
smp]4 iksI p=yr4[ sy km nhI\ hY| 
do sO sth)r syj]rI jbik ho 
cukI hY aOr solh hj>[r sy J8[d[ 

h[2] Sk=Iin\g ho cukI hY t5[ a[p 
angint pirv[ro\ ky ilE a[9[ 
aOr Apc[r lykr a[E hY\| liykn 
a[pk[ p=7[v 8hI\ nhI\ Rkt[|
s\g=h ai78[n ky m[^8m sy, 
a[pny s\7[ivt Rp sy pUry fIjI
my\ tyrh hj>[r do sO a3>tIs 
aitirKt logo\ kI j[n bc[e] hY|
smud[8 kI syv[ krny aOr Sv[S%8 
t5[ kL8[4 ko b#>[v[ dyny ky 

p=it a[pk p=itbDt[ v[Stv my\ 
sr[hnI8 hY|
hr Ek syjrI, hr Ek Sk=Iin\g 
t5[ hr Ek rKt d[n hmy9[ ky 
ilE bdly gE jIvn k[ p=itini6Tv 
krt[ hY| a[pky inSv[5] p=8[s 
aSpt[l kI dIv[ro\ sy pry, idlo 
ko qUny v[ly aOr 7ivQ8 ko 
bdlny v[ly hY\|

p=6[n m\t=I isitvynI rMbUk[ ny sUv[ iS5t sYink 
kb=S5[n my\ Enj>yk idvs ky mOky pr a[8oijt subh 
v[lI syv[ my\ ihSs[ il8[| Anky s[5 g~h m\t=I t5[ 
eimg=y9n m\t=I m[nnI8 pI8o itkodua[dua[ ky al[v[ 
dy9 ky surx[ bl, r[jni8k dl t5[ ivi9Q2 aiti5 
9[iml huE 5y| Enjyk idvs hr vQ[] mn[8[ j[t[ hY 
jh[{ phly iv(v mh[8uD ky dOr[n ao2omn a[m=[J8 
ky iwl[f gYlIpolI kI l3>[e] my\ a[j>[dI ky ilE 
l3>ny v[ly vIr aoS2+yil8n t5[ N8U jIlyN3 sYinko\ aOr 
mihl[ao\ k[ sMm[n ik8[ j[t[ hY| a[j Ek sO nO 
s[l bIt gE hY jb 1915 my\ tukI] my\ gYlIpolI j>mIn 
pr AtrI 5I jh[{ a[@ hj>[r s[t sO aoS2+yil8n t5[ 
N8U jIlyN3 ky do hj>[r s[t sO An[sI sYinko\ ny apnI 
j[n gv[e] 5I| 8h phl[ muW8 8uD 5[ jo aoS2+yil8[ 
t5[ N8U jIlyN3 ky sYinko\ ny s[5 imlkr l3>[ 5[|
fIjI ky ilE aoS2+yil8n r[jdUt mh[mhIm _I evyn 
myk3onL3 ny kh[ ik Enjyk idvs aoS2+yil8[ aOr 
N8U jIlyN3 my\ p=muw idvso\ my\ sy Ek hY| es dOr[n 
hm ae]bl sImyn pUa[m[A t5[ ae]bl sImyn s[vyn[d[  
ko 7I sMm[int kr rhy hY|



ronl dyv

mL2I E5imk afy8s m\t=[l8 es 
s[l Ek sO pYt[ilsvy\ igrim2 ATsv 
k[ a[8ojn kr rh[ hY|
8h sm[roh G8[rh sy lykr tyrh me] 
tk igrim2 syN2r lOtok[ my\ hog[ 
t5[ lMb[s[ ky ilE Ek sm[roh 
G8[rh me] ko subrYl p[k] lMb[s[ my\ 
7I a[8oijt ik8[ g8[ hY|
s[v6[nIpUv]k 8ojn[ aOr smp]4 
ky s[5, m\t=[l8 k[ lX8 igrim2 
v\9jo\ kI sm~D ivr[st aOr mhT-

vpU4] 8ogd[n k[ sMm[n krt[ hY 
aOIr v[d[ krt[ hY ik igrim2 k[8]
k=m s[\Sk~itk aOr Ekt[ k[ Ek 
jIv\t p=d9]n hog[|
es s[l ky igrim2 idvs kI 5Im 
hY Ek ne] fIjI ky inm[4] my\ igrim2 
v\9jo\ kI 8[t=[|
8h s[m[ijk Ekju2t[ ko b#>[v[ 
dyny aOr ivi7Nn j[tI8 smud[8o\ ko 
fIjI aOr Asky logo\ ky ivk[s aOr 
p=git my\ Anky 8ogd[n k[ Ehs[s 
kr[ny ky s\d7] my\ g@b\6n srk[r ky 
ADy(8o\ ky anuRp hY| 
srk[r ny igrim2 idvs sm[roh ky 

ilE tyrh me] ko s[v]jink qu2<2I 
rwI hY|
igrim2 idvs k[ muW8 sm[roh 
igrim2 mL2I kLcrl syN2r lOtok[ 
my\ hog[ jh[{ r[Q2+pit mh[mhIm
r[tu ivil8[my k[toinvyry muW8 myhm[n 
ky Rp my\ avsr kI 9o7[ b#>[E\gy 
aOr es ATsv kI p=itQ@[ b#>[Ey\gy|
lOtok[ k[ ATsv 9inv[r G8[rh 
me] ko 9ylI] p[k] sy igrim2 mL2I 
kLcrl syN2r tk Ek m[c] sy 9uR 
hog[| tIn idno\ ATsv my\ n[2k, n~T8, 
gIt, cirt= pry3, ky s[5 #yr s[ry 
s[\Sk~itk p=d9]in8[{ ho\gI|
a[m jnt[ ko tIn idvsI8 k[8]k=m 

my\ ivi7Nn p=k[r ky 7ojn, mnor\jn 
t5[ f<lI m[ky]2 k[ a[nNd lyny k[ 
7I mOk[ imlyg[|
9inv[r G8[rh me] ko lMb[s[ my\ jo 
ATsv hog[, Asmy\ g=[mI4 t5[ b[hrI 
HIpo\ ky ivk[s m\t=I m[nnI8
cosyv[ vody8[ muW8 myhm[n rhy\gy| 
mL2I E5ink afy8s m\t=[l8 igrim2 
kI sm~D ivr[st ko mn[ny t5[ fIjI 
kI sm~D bhu-s[\Sk~itk iviv6t[ k[ 
j(n mn[ny my\ 9[iml hony ky ilE 
s7I ko a[m\it=t
krt[ hY|

9Ilt[ is\h 

6Y8] rwny, b[6[ao\ aOr 
asflt[ao\ ky b[vjUd Ek 
lX8 kI aor k[m krty rhn[ 
hI xmt[ hY| 8h Ek bhut hI 
aCq[ gu4 hY K8o\ik 8h hr 
Ek V8iKt ko cunOit8o\ sy 
A7rny, apny lX8o\ ko p=[Pt 
krny aOr apny injI jIvn my\ 
su6[r l[ny my\ md<d kry\g[| 
Ap p=6[n m\t=I aOr 2Uirj>m, 
isivl EivE9n m\t=I m[nnI8 
ivlIa[my g[vok[ ny kolyj 
a[{f ibj>nys, hospI2Yil2I 
aOr 2Uirj>m i9x[(sI bI he]
c 2I Es)aOr kolyj a[{f 
ag=IkLcr, if9rIj> aOr 
foryS2+I ky bCco\ ky g=yjuE9n 
sm[roh my\ 7[Q[4 dyty huE Eys[ 
kh[| 
'a[j a[pkI 8[t=[ my\ Ek nE 
a^8[8 kI 9uRa[t hue] hY| jYsy 

a[p 7ivQ8 my\ a[gy b#>ty hY\ 
As s\kLp aOr iv(v[s ko 
8[d rw\y jo a[pko es muk[m 
pr l[8[ hY| cunOit8[{ s[mny a[ 
sktI hY\ lyikn apnI a2<2 
7[vn[ sy apn[ m[g]d9]n 
kry\" m[nnI8 g[vok[ ny kh[| 
'sm[roh my\ 357 g=yjuE2s 5y, 
sI ae] Ef Ef ky g=yjuE2s 
kI p=9\s[ krty huE m[nnI8 
g[vok[ ny fIjI a5]V8vS5[, 
iv9yQ[ Rp sy dy9 ky EKspo2] 
b[j>[r ko b#>[v[ dyny my\ AnkI 
mhTvpU4] 7Uimk[ pr j>or 
id8[|" m[nnI8 gvok[ ny 
m[t[-ipt[, jIvns[5I,7[e]-
bhn aOr sdS8o\ ko Anky 
ilE a[7[r V8Kt ik8[| ' mY\ 
s7I ko cunOtI dyt[ hU{ ik vy 
hm[rI fIjI aOr m[nvt[ kI 
7l[e] ky ilE a[jIvn sIwny, 
ivk[s aOr sm[j kI syv[ ky 
p=it hm[rI p=itbDt[ kI puiQ2 
kry\," r[Q2+pit ny kh[|

Ap p=6[n m\t=I t5[ 2Uirj>m m\t=I m[nnI8 ivil8[my gvok[, Ek g=y3uE2 ko puRSk[r p=d[n krty huE 
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igrim2 idvs kI tY8[rI j>oro pr

3I.pI.Em g[vok[ ny 7ivQ8 ky nyt[ao\ ko p=yirt ik8[: Ef.En.8U g=yjuE2s sy 
s[hs aOr a[9[ ko apn[ny ik a[g=h kI
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ronl dyv

Ap p=6[n m\t=I t5[ f[8nyNs m\t=I 
m[nnI8 ibm[n p=s[d k[ khn[ hY 
ik ipqly b[rh sy a2<@[rh mhIny 
my\ pU{jI kI gitivi6 skr[Tmk rhI 
hY aOr h[l ky s\kytk gitivi6 my\ 
tyj>I kI aor e9[r[ krty hY\ K8o\
ik p=muw 2Uirj>m s\b\6I 8ojn[E\ 
j>or pk3> rhI hY\, lyikn srk[r 
ko es git ko brkr[r rwny 
kI j>Rrt hY| h[lhI s\sd my\ idE 
gE apny b8[n my\ m\t=I p=s[d ny 
kuq p=muw a[i5]k s\kytko\ pr 
j>or id8[ jo srk[r ko vQ[] ky 
ilE a[i5]k id9[ k[ iv(lyQ[4 aOr 
a[kln krny my\ mdd krty hY\|
Ank[ khn[ hY ik hm s7I j[nty 
hY ik hm[ry p[s ku9l inm[]4 
mj>dUro\ kI kmI hY, h[l[ik

vy p8[]vr4 aOr 8ojn[ my\ tyjI 
l[ny aOr jh[{ sM7v ho, ACc 
V8[vs[i8k l[t jYsy aN8 k[rko\ 
sy inp2 rhy hY| m\t=I p=s[d ny kh[ 
ik s[l dr s[l p=muw mh{g[e] k[ 
dr es s[l m[c] my\ c[r d9mlO 
q: p=it9t rhI hY, jbik ipqly 
s[l m[c] my\ 8h do p=it9t 5I| 
m\t=I p=s[d ny kh[ ik vy2 my\ v~iD 
ab k[fI hd tk sm[iht kr 
il8[ g8[ hY, esilE ANhy\ AM-
mId hY ik mh{g[e] es s[l ky 
a\t tk 6ImI hokr aOstn tIn 
p=it9t tk ho j[EgI| ANho\ny kh[ 
ik essy 7I mhTvpU4] b[t 8h 
hY ik vy ai6k ACc vytn v[lI 
rojg[r ^8[n my\ rwny ky ilE 
a5]-V8vS5[ ky puin]m[]4 pr ^8[n 
ky\id=t kr rhy hY| Anky anus[r 
fIij8n koMpyi29n EN3 ko\jum[ 

kim9n ky a[{k3>y idw[ty hY ik 
ke] ATp[dn ijnmy\ 7ojn s[m[n 
9[iml hY ky d[m my\ igr[v2 dywI 
ge] hY| ANho\ny 8y 7I kh[ ik kuq 
ivdy9I pu{jIpit dy9 my\ pu{jI lg[ny 
kI idlcSpI idw[ rhy hY lyikn 
hm sb ko k3>I myhnt krny kI 
j>Rrt hY t[ik en 8ojn[ao\ ko 
k[8]Rp id8[ j[E| m\t=I ny p=k[9 
3[l[ ik i9ip\g m[go\] my\ b[6[E\ aOr 
V8[p[r init8o\ kI vjh sy V8[p[r 
pr asr p3>ny t5[ f=y3 ky wc] 
my\ v~iD hony kI sM7[vn[ hY lyikn 
p=7[v a7I tk nhI\ dyw[ g8[ hY|
Ap p=6[n m\t=I ny kh[ ik gj>[ my\ 
cl rhy 8uD ky k[r4 kCc[ tyl 
k[ d[m aOr Apr j[ny kI sM7[vn[ 
hY| m\t=I ky anus[r vy logo\ ko 8[d 
idl[ rhy hY\ ik srk[r ky p[s Ek 
n8[ a[i5]k p=b\6n d~iQ2ko4 hY 

aOr esmy\ logo\ aOr V8vs[8o\ ko 
9[iml ik8[ j[ rh[ hY|
m\t=I p=s[d ny kh[ ik ipqly 
a2<@[rh mhIno\ my\ dy9 kI a[b[dI 
k[ lg7g a[@ p=it9t 8[ 
s)r sy aSsI hj>[r log dy9 
qo3>kr j[ cuky hY jo kmj>or 
Ap7ogt[ wc] kI aor s\kyt kr 
rh[ hY| p=ofysr p=s[d k[ khn[ 
hY ik km Ap7oKt[ wc] a[i5]
k gitivi68o\ ky incly Str ko 
p=7[ivt krt[ hY aOr in(ict Rp 
sy srk[r kI a[mdnI aOr vy2 sy 
km p=[iPt8[{ hotI hY|
ANho\ny 8h 7I kh[ ik h[l kI 
7[rI b[ir8o aOr b[#> 7I mddg[r 
nhI\ rhI hY aOr essy wc] ky Str 
pr asr p3>yg[ t5[ kuq p{UjI 
lg[e] ge] gitivi68o\ my\ dyrI hogI|

mh{g[e] k[ dr su6rny kI AMmId
Ap p=6[n m\t=I t5[ f[8nyNs m\t=I m[nnI8 ibm[n p=s[d h[lhI s\sd my\ dy9 kI a5]-V8vS5[ pr apn[ 7[Q[4 dyty huE   ict=: p=d[n ik8[ g8[
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