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By NANISE NEIMILA

PRIME Minister Sitiveni Ra-
buka has urged landowners 
to participate in the National 
Resource Owners Commit-

tee Meeting as a means to share lessons 
learnt and to discuss emerging environ-
mental issues.
PM Rabuka said this will aid in strat-
egising for the management of natural 
resources in Fiji.
The Head of Government made this 
comment while officiating at the open-
ing of the “National Resource Owners 
Committee Meeting” held at the Pearl 

Resort in Pacific Harbour this week.
Prime Minister Rabuka highlighted 
to resource owners the purpose of set-
ting up meetings was to ensure that re-
source owners raise awareness on the 
importance of protecting Fiji’s biodi-
versity and the management of natural 
resources as Fiji’s natural asset to the 
communities.
This also includes developing a sense of 
appreciation for the surrounding natu-
ral environment (the plant and animal 
life); and shape the understanding on 
the ecosystem as an intricate web that 
maintains balance and support life on 
earth.

Additionally, PM Rabuka said the 
meeting was intended to provide an up-
date on the National Resource Owners 
Committee’s resources and legislative 
tools for sustainable resource manage-
ment.
The National Resource Owners will be 
assisted in monitoring and reporting on 
the utilisation of their natural resources; 
as well as in identifying relevant key is-
sues and challenges requiring interven-
tion by the relevant government institu-
tions.
Participation in NROC meetings has 
empowered resource owner representa-
tives to take part in conservation work 

in their respective provinces since its 
inception in 2013. 
They have worked closely with Provin-
cial Conservation Officers, who serve 
as a vital link between the “vanua” and 
government ministries. 
PM Rabuka acknowledged the vari-
ous Non Governmental Organisational 
partners including the World Wildlife 
Fund for Nature (WWF) and the Inter-
national Union for Conservation of Na-
ture (IUCN) that have contributed and 
supported the National Resource Own-
ers Committee Meeting. 

PM Rabuka urges landowners PM Rabuka urges landowners 
to share lessons to share lessons 

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka with staff of the Ministry of iTaukei Affairs and other stakeholders. Photo: NANISE NEIMILA 
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DPM engages in productive bilateral discussions with WTO D-G

A code towards sustainability 
and climate change resiliencePM officiates at graduation of Fiji’s National 

Emergency Response team By AZARIA FAREEN
 

THE Ministry of Public Works and 
Transport has worked on a revised 
Fiji National Building Code that will 
standardise the state of Fiji’s buildings 

which is better aligned towards safety, particularly for 
national disasters.

This was relayed by the Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad in Parliament 
recently.

 “In addition to this work and due to the disbanding 
of the Construction Implementation Unit, the Ministry 
budget is strengthened with increased manpower to 
cater for the growing demands of the work.”

 “This includes the upgrading of quarters and office 
buildings in the three Divisions with the target to 
expand the rural economy,” he said.

 Office of the Government Architect director, Andrew 
Pene, said that the standards for new buildings are 
crucial in dealing with the effects of climate change 
and in building a more resilient future. 

“The last few cyclones have been devastating to Fiji, 
resulting in loss of life, buildings and entire villages,” 
Mr Pene said. 

“Having more resilient standards will ensure that 
buildings are constructed to resist the impacts of wind 
loads, earthquakes and flooding,” he added.

 “The building code identifies that all buildings 
must have window shading, natural ventilation, 
daylighting, use low carbon building materials such 
as concrete, bamboo and local timber, cooling roofs 
and floors.” 

“It should include water efficient taps, showerheads, 
rainwater harvesting for re-use and contribute towards 
renewable energy through mandatory installation of 
solar lights, solar panels and solar hot water heater,” 
Mr Pene stressed.

 He said that the building code requires all new 
structures to include termite protection measures that 
discourage movement from the ground upward for 
those located in an area like Lautoka that is prone to 
termites. 

 “Protection includes using termite-resistant building 
material such as concrete, stone and brick, treating 
wood posts and floor joists with disinfectant sprays, 
installing metal guards between foundations floor to 
discourage upward movement.”

 “We are working on developing support and 
funding programs for low-income families which will 
be available within the next one–two years,” Mr Pene 
disclosed. 

The final draft of the update to the building code will 
be ready by October 1. It will take a year to prepare 
the enacting legislation to give it legal status, and the 
code will be ready by the end of 2024. 

The Building Code can be found on the Ministry of 
Infrastructure website - www.mims.gov.fj

IN a significant bilateral 
exchange, Deputy 
Prime Minister and 
Minister for Trade and 

Communications, Manoa 
Kamikamica met with the 
Director-General of the World 
Trade Organization Dr Ngozi 

Okonjo-Iweala.
The discussions, held on the 

sidelines of Fiji’s Fourth Trade 
Policy Review in Geneva, 
Switzerland, held on  covered a 
range of topics, and the meeting 
provided an opportunity to 
address crucial trade-related 
matters and explore avenues for 
enhanced collaboration.

Dr Okonjo-Iweala acknowledged 
Fiji’s positive prospects, noting 
that Fiji’s growth rate remains 
quite robust, despite the challenges 
faced during the recent period of 
economic recovery.

Both parties highlighted the 
significance of the WTO’s 
Agreement on  Fisheries 
Subsidies, recognising its 
potential to drive ocean 
sustainability by prohibiting 

harmful fisheries subsidies, which 
are a key factor in the widespread 
depredation of the world’s fish 
stocks. 

In this context, Fiji’s assistance 
in mobilising other Pacific 
nations to ratify the agreement 
was discussed.

During the meeting, DPM 
Kamikamica expressed 
Fiji’s interest in digital trade, 
underscoring the growth potential 
of digitally delivered services 
and opportunities in the business 
process outsourcing (BPO) sector. 

He stated that Fiji was also 
keen to collaborate with the 
International Trade Centre 
(ITC) to implement supply-side 
measures, particularly those 
aimed at empowering women in 
digital trade.

The Director-General 
appreciated Fiji’s active 
participation in addressing plastic 
pollution and discussed the 
potential of trade to contribute 
to green initiatives in the Pacific 
region.

Looking ahead, Dr Okonjo-
Iweala requested Fiji’s continued 
support in fostering a spirit of 
camaraderie among the Pacific 
island countries and the WTO 
members to advance mutual 
interests.

DPM Kamikamica emphasised 
Fiji’s commitment to active 
and meaningful participation in 
international trade discussions.

(Source: Ministry of Trade, Co-
operative, Small and Medium 
Enterprise and Communications)

PRIME Minister Sitiveni 
Rabuka has emphasised 
the increasing vulnerability 
of the Pacific region to 

severe weather conditions, driven by 
changing climate patterns. 

In saying this, PM Rabuka proudly 
presided over the graduation ceremony 
of Fiji’s National Emergency Response 
Team (NERT), marking a significant 
milestone in the nation’s disaster 
management capabilities.

He expressed gratitude for the support 
extended by neighbouring countries 
during post-disaster recovery periods 
and commended Fiji’s efforts in 
reciprocating humanitarian assistance.

Highlighting Fiji’s historical 
involvement in global crises, the Prime 
Minister acknowledged the country’s 
participation in past conflicts and 
international missions, demonstrating 
the nation’s commitment to collective 
action. 

PM Rabuka emphasised the 
importance of learning from crises, 
quoting Winston Churchill’s famous 
words: “Never let a crisis go to waste.”

Recognising the need for a common 
standard and procedure for deploying 
emergency response teams, the 
Head of Government applauded the 
establishment of the NERT mechanism 

by the National Disaster Management 
Office (NDMO). 

The NERT mechanism, established 
within a remarkably short three 
months, incorporates valuable lessons 
learned from past disasters.

Furthermore, Prime Minister Rabuka 
acknowledged the Cabinet’s approval 
to increase the manpower of the RFMF 
engineer unit regiment, ensuring 
sufficient resources to address the 
frequency and severity of natural 
disasters in Fiji.

“This commitment reflects the 
government’s dedication to providing 
support during both domestic and 
international disaster response 
efforts,” he said.

Expressing his congratulations 
to the participants, Prime Minister 
Rabuka commended their successful 
completion of the intensive week-
long training and rigorous simulation 
exercises. 

PM Rabuka said he was “confident 
that their enhanced skills and 
knowledge would significantly 
contribute to the field of disaster 
management and establish a strong 
foundation for future achievements.”

Considering the complex and 
interdependent nature of disasters in 
the region, he called for a fundamental 

shift in the approach to disaster risk 
management.

“We must comprehend risks and take 
appropriate measures to safeguard 
lives and livelihoods. I understand this 
training program aims to address this 
pressing issue and equip participants 
with the necessary tools to respond 
effectively.”

The primary objective of the NERT 
mechanism was to ensure prompt 
and coordinated responses from 
government agencies and humanitarian 
stakeholders during emergencies.

The Prime Minister expressed 
optimism that the NERT mechanism 
would enhance Fiji’s capacity to 
coordinate disaster response efforts 
locally and provide improved support 
to neighbouring Pacific nations.

Prime Minister Rabuka concluded 
by acknowledging the efforts of the 
facilitators, the officials of the NDMO, 
and esteemed observers for their 
support and collaboration.

He expressed deep appreciation to the 
Australian government for providing a 
highly experienced technical advisor 
to the NDMO.

Source : Office of the Prime Minister

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade and Communications, Manoa 
Kamikamica met with the Director-General of the World Trade Organization Dr 

Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala on the sidelines of Fiji’s Fourth Trade Policy Review in 
Geneva, Switzerland recently. Photo: SUPPLIED

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka presided over the graduation ceremony of Fiji’s National Emergency Response Team (NERT) held at 
the Waterfront Hotel in Lautoka recently. Photo: JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA
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Govt working towards electrification for all

DPM Prasad receives 
farewell visit from 

outgoing EU Ambassador
Fiji Airports pays out $10m in 

interim dividend

By ILISAPECI TUIVALE

ENERGY Fiji Limited has paid out 
dividends to its shareholders with 
Government (51 per cent) as the largest 
shareholder receiving $20.7 million. 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, 
Biman Prasad, while receiving the cheque, 
congratulated the EFL board, management and 
hardworking staff on the performance carried out in 
its service to Fiji citizens.

DPM Prasad said the Coalition Government will 
continue to work towards ensuring availability 
of reliable and affordable energy supply for all, 
especially for homes in the rural areas. 

“As a Coalition Government we understand the 
history of the organisation – its critical importance 
to the social economic fabric of our country. The 
supply of electricity is critical for the economy and 
our people. On the Government’s part, it has always 
been the responsibility of the Government to supply 
electricity to as many of our families as possible.” 

“Part of the Government’s long held strategy are 

supporting grid extension, rural electrification, 
and ensuring that homes are properly wired and 
connected to the electricity grid system. The $7.1M 
has been allocated for the grid extension project, 
$4.1m will be payable to EFL.”

“As a Government we want to accelerate and 
ensure that there is a quicker way of supplying 
electricity to achieve the target of 100 percent of 
Fiji’s population having access to affordable and 
reliable electricity,” DPM Prasad said. 

In addition, the Department of Energy has been 
allocated $3m to continue with the installation of 
solar home systems for households in remote and 
maritime areas that are inaccessible to the EFL grid. 

EFL chief executive officer, Hasmukh Patel has 
encouraged customers who wish to be shareholders 
with the organisation to do so as applications are 
free of charge.

Aside from the dividend paid to Government, 
Sevens Pacific Pte Ltd received $17.9 million (44 
per cent) and a sum of $2.03 million (five per cent) 
was paid out to the Central Share Registry. 

By SHEENAL CHARAN

DEPUTY Prime 
Minister and 
Minister for 
Finance, Biman 

Prasad this week received a 
farewell visit from the outgoing 
Ambassador and Head of 
Delegation of the European 
Union for the Pacific, Sujiro 
Seam.

During the meeting, 
Ambassador Seam welcomed 
the possibilities of re-opening 
the Fiji Embassy in Brussels and 
said he was keen to assist the Fiji 
Government in its procedures 
and other matters aligned to 
Fiji’s national priorities.

The discussion also focused 
on strengthening areas of 
cooperation such advancement 
of the sugar industry, economic 

sustainability, and climate 
change among other issues 
that matter most to Fiji and the 
Pacific.

On behalf of the Government 
and the people of Fiji, DPM 
Prasad conveyed his earnest 
appreciation to the European 
Union for supporting Fiji 
over the years and wished 
Ambassador Seam well for his 
future endeavours.

Ambassador Seam took up his 
role in September 2019 for a four-
year term and was accredited to 
13 Pacific Island States and four 
European Overseas Countries 
and Territories.

Prior to this, Ambassador Seam 
served as the French Ambassador 
to Fiji based in Suva in 2017 and 
was also accredited to Kiribati, 
Nauru, Tonga and Tuvalu.

By SHEENAL CHARAN
 

FIJI Airports (FA) has handed over an 
interim dividend cheque of $10 million to 
the Fiji Government for the financial year 
2022 earlier this week. 

In receiving the cheque, the Prime Minister and 
Minister for Public Enterprises, Sitiveni Rabuka 
thanked the management and staff of FA for their 
hard work and dedication.

He said it was encouraging to note that despite 
the challenges presented by the pandemic, FA has 
reviewed and prioritised capital projects such as the 
infrastructure plans for Nadi Airport and the outer 
islands which is more important and critical given 
the visitor arrivals for the last few months already 
surpassing pre-COVID levels. 

“These efforts are now paying off as visitor arrivals 
have rapidly increased and boosted FA performance. 
Simultaneously, the FA needs to ensure there are no 
capacity constraints at our airports, so both airlines 
and travellers alike enjoy visiting and traveling 
through our airports,” PM Rabuka said.

“FA connects us to the world and is the first and 
last impression of Fiji for every visitor. For this 
reason, FA must continue to upgrade its services and 
infrastructure to favourably enhance each traveller’s 
experience in Fiji.”

PM Rabuka also commended FA Board Management 
for consistently reviewing and implementing cost-
cutting measures and progressively planning FA’s 
recovery without dismissing any staff.

FA board chairman, Hasmukh Patel thanked the FA 

staff for their invaluable support and sacrifices they 
made during the pandemic to ensure the business 
remained sustainable.

“From April 2020 until the end of November 
2021, staff experienced reduced hours and income. 
These stringent actions were vital to maintain 
business sustainability and prudent management of 
funds, with the ultimate goal of returning to normal 
business operations and probability as soon as 
possible,” he said.

“Reaching 2019 profit levels indicate a remarkable 
recovery for FA after the challenges posed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. It reflects the resilience and 
effectiveness of the strategies implemented by the 
company to navigate through uncertain times and 
bounce back to pre-pandemic levels,” Mr Patel 
explained.

“With the positive trend, FA could expect various 
benefits, such as increased revenue from airport 
fees, parking, and other services provided to 
passengers and airlines as well as better returns to 
the stakeholders and to our staff who are bigger 
assets.” 

Mr Patel said the FA has paid $175 million in 
dividends to the Government in the past six years 
prior to COVID and the interim dividend of $10 
million could be beneficial for the Government as 
it provides an additional source of revenue that can 
be used to fund various projects and initiatives or 
support the country’s economic development. 

He added the Board remains committed and will 
ensure that higher returns are paid to the Government 
in future. 

Prime Minister and Minister for Public Enterprises, Sitiveni Rabuka with Fiji Airports board chairman, Hasmukh Patel 
during the handover of the interim dividend cheque. Photo: SHEENAL CHARAN

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance Biman Prasad with Electricity Fiji 
Limited deputy chairperson Gardiner Whiteside Photo: ILISAPECI TUIVALE

Outgoing Ambassador and Head of Delegation of the European Union for 
the Pacific, Sujiro Seam with Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, 

Biman Prasad. Photo: SHEENAL CHARAN
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Fiji completes its Fourth Trade Policy Review 
at the WTO with overwhelming support 

FIJI has achieved a significant milestone as it 
successfully concluded its Fourth Trade Policy 
Review at the World Trade Organization - WTO 
to resounding acclaim from members of the 

WTO. 
The Fiji Delegation was led by the Deputy Prime 

Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-operatives, SMEs 
and Communications, Manoa Kamikamica and supported 
by Senior Trade officials and Fiji’s Permanent Mission 
to the United Nations Office and other international 
organizations in Geneva.

The review process, conducted at the WTO headquarters 
in Geneva, showcased Fiji’s commitment to transparent 
and constructive engagement in global trade, and its 
pivotal role in advocating for the interests of Small Island 
Developing States (SIDS) and Pacific Island countries.

During the Trade Policy Review, Fiji received widespread 
support and commendations from WTO members for 
its high-quality report, which provided comprehensive 
insights into Fiji’s trade and economic policies.

A total of 24 countries and groups provided interventions, 
including Barbados, Vanuatu, Ecuador, Timor Leste, 
Samoa on behalf of the Pacific Group, Indonesia, Kenya 
on behalf of the African Caribbean Pacific (ACP) Group, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica, Mauritius, Japan, Canada, 
Argentina, New Zealand, Australia, United States, 
Singapore, the European Union, China, Costa Rica, Brazil, 
and South Korea.

Australia’s Ambassador and Permanent Representative to 
the WTO, George Mina, represented Fiji as the discussant, 
expressed gratitude to Fiji and the WTO Secretariat for the 
thorough preparation of the reports, facilitating a deeper 
understanding of Fiji’s trade practices. 

Fiji’s modernisation and focus on sustainable 
development through trade and investment policies were 
highlighted by Mr Mina, with emphasis on promoting 
MSMEs, empowering youth and women, and building an 
environmentally sustainable economy. 

Fiji’s leadership in digitalisation and e-commerce was 
praised for improving market access in the Pacific region. 

Fiji’s powerful voice in advocating for the re-
establishment of the fully functioning dispute settlement 
system in the global trading system was also encouraged.

Aotearoa New Zealand stated that they valued their 
strong trade partnership with Fiji, with Fiji being its largest 
Pacific Island trading partner and among its top 25 global 
trading partners. 

They commended Fiji’s efforts in addressing previous 
review matters and supported Fiji’s commitment to trade 
liberalisation, especially the recent reduction of duties on 
meat products. 

New Zealand and Fiji collaborate closely in various 

work streams at the WTO, including environmental 
sustainability and fisheries management.

The European Union commended Fiji’s vision for 
building an environmentally sustainable economy and 
increasing resilience to climate change. 

They acknowledge Fiji’s active participation in 
plurilateral environmental initiatives in the WTO, such 
as on plastics pollution and fossil fuel subsidies reform. 
They also appreciated Fiji’s efforts towards diversifying 
its export production base. 

The EU also acknowledged Fiji’s customs modernisation 
reforms and expressed gratitude for Fiji’s comprehensive 
responses to their advance questions.

The United States stated that they value their economic 
relationship with Fiji and expressed commitment to 
strengthening the commercial ties through various 
frameworks like the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework, 
United States Pacific Islands Trade and Investment 
Dialog, and the bilateral Trade and Investment Framework 
Agreement (TIFA). 

The US commended Fiji’s progress since the last 
review, particularly its ratification and implementation 
of the Agreement on Trade Facilitation and customs 
modernisation reforms.

The United Kingdom highlighted Fiji’s commendable 
presence in Geneva, acknowledging Fiji as an active and 
constructive voice in various WTO activities. 

Fiji’s engagement extended beyond representing its own 
interests, as it strongly advocated for the concerns of other 
Small Island Developing States and Pacific nations.

One of the key highlights of Fiji’s active participation 
was in the WTO fisheries subsidies agreement. 

Members praised Fiji for its constructive engagement, 

which significantly contributed to the successful 
formulation of the landmark Fisheries Subsidies 
Agreement at the WTO 12th Ministerial Conference. 

Fiji’s recent textual proposal on the Overfishing and 
Overcapacity pillar garnered substantial interest from 
WTO members, reflecting Fiji’s commitment to sustainable 
fisheries management.

In the realm of environmental sustainability, Fiji’s work 
at the WTO was highly recognised. 

As co-chair of the plastics dialogue, Fiji played a pivotal 
role in facilitating essential discussions on the challenges 
of plastics pollution and promoting environmentally 
sustainable plastics trade.

The WTO Members lauded Fiji’s efforts in promoting 
vital discourse on this critical issue, positioning Fiji as a 
leading advocate for sustainable practices.

During the review, members warmly welcomed the 
Government of Fiji’s announcement to lower tariffs on 
meat imports. 

This progressive move reflects Fiji’s dedication to 
fostering a more open and accessible trade environment, 
where consumers can have increased access to diverse and 
affordable products.

The African Caribbean Pacific (ACP) Group recognised 
Fiji’s unwavering dedication to championing the collective 
positions held by the ACP Group at the WTO and its 
strong advocacy for small island developing states within 
the Pacific region. 

The ACP Group urged WTO members to recognise the 
unique constraints faced by Fiji as a small island nation 
and called for continued support for WTO initiatives 
that foster the inclusion of small, vulnerable developing 
countries.

The WTO and its member nations commend Fiji for this 
significant announcement, which exemplifies the nation’s 
commitment to sustainable economic development and 
consumer welfare. 

Fiji’s dedication to open and transparent trade practices 
serve as a positive example for other countries, fostering 
an environment of cooperation and mutual benefit.

Fiji received a total of 169 advanced written questions 
from various WTO members. This substantial engagement 
and interest from the international community reflect the 
significance and impact of Fiji’s trade policies and its 
active role in shaping global trade dynamics.

Members of the WTO expressed their appreciation for 
Fiji’s comprehensive and well-considered answers to all 
the advanced written questions received. Furthermore, 
members also commended Fiji’s responses to all the verbal 
questions asked during the Trade Policy Review session 
on July 19, 2023.

The successful completion of Fiji’s fourth Trade Policy 
Review at the WTO marks a significant achievement for 
the nation. 

Fiji looks forward to continuing its efforts to enhance 
global trade cooperation, foster sustainable economic 
growth, and address pressing environmental challenges in 
partnership with the WTO and its member nations.

(Source: Minister for Trade, Co-operatives, SMEs and 
Communications)

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-operatives, SMEs and Communications, Manoa Kamikamica with senior trade officials 
and Fiji’s Permanent Mission to the United Nations Office. Photo: SUPPLIED

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Manoa Kamikamica with other delegates at the Fourth Trade Policy Review at the World 
Trade Organization in Geneva, Switzerland, held recently. Photo: SUPPLIED
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Education Minister happy 
with budget allocation

Increased allocation to help 
prioritise health of people of Fiji

Strengthening primary healthcare 
by improving access to medicine

By ILISAPECI TUIVALE

The Minister for 
Education, Aseri 
Radrodro is certain 
that the budget 

allocation for the Education 
Ministry will be utilised for the 
development of the education 
system and enhance Fiji’s human 
capital.

In its allocation for the National 
Budget 2023/24, the Ministry 
received an increase of $132 
million from last year’s allocation.

Minister Radrodro, in his 
contribution to the debate on 
the 2023-2024 Appropriation 
Bill, stated that the ministry has 
had to deal with the reality of 
minimal planning, mentoring 
and monitoring of the ministry’s 
direction for the past 14 years and 
that there are areas in which he 
wants changes and improvements 
to be done.

The ministry has received the 
total allocation of $505.4 million, 
an increase from the $489.9 
million allocated in the 2022/23 
National Budget.

According to Minister Radrodro, 
the increase allocation will focus 
on:

· the strengthening of TVET;
· revision and improvement of 	

	 academic curriculum;
·	re-establishment of a Careers 	

	 Section 	 which 	 would 	
	 guide and provide an 		
 	 mportant role of career 	
	 planning and  advocacy for 	
	 students through career 	
	 expos, etc;

·	assist with teaching aids and 	

	 resources;
·	 continue with transport 	

	 assistance;
· 	 oversee the engagement of 	

	 teachers; and
· 	 review of outdated policies 	

	 to 	 become  people-friendly, 	
	 responsive, and relevant.

“The MOE is aware that the 
solution to rural and urban drift 
lies partly in reclassifying rural, 
remote and maritime schools to 
become medium or large schools, 
for instance.”

“As part of the changes to be 
considered, the MOE will discuss 
with the Teacher Unions that each 
teacher must be able to get a tour 
stint in a rural or maritime school 
during their career term.”

Minister Radrodro said the 
budgetary allocation for the MOE 
was a testament of the commitment 
to providing quality education for 
all Fijians. 

“We believe that investing in 
education is investing in our future, 
and we are dedicated to empowering 
our students with the knowledge 
and skills they need to succeed. We 
will continue to work tirelessly to 
improve the educational landscape 
in Fiji, ensuring that every child has 
the opportunity to reach their full 
potential.” 

Aside from the Ministry, the 
Government’s investment in the 
education sector will see the Higher 
Education Institutes receiving $103 
million, Tertiary Education Loan 
Scheme receiving $148 million 
while the Back to School assistance 
will be done with an allocation $45 
million.

By PRASHILA DEVI

“THE Coalition Government has 
prioritised the health of the 
people of Fiji by allocating 
$453.6 million for the next 

financial year, compared to $395.1 million in the 
current financial period.”

Minister for Health and Medical Services, Dr 
Atonio Lalabalavu, in his contribution to the 
debate on the 2023-2024 Appropriation Bill, said 
the $58.5 million budget increase will enable 
the implementation of strategies in the next 12 
months that will improve the provision of quality 
healthcare services around Fiji

“On the point of capital projects, the allocation of 
$39.6 million for capital projects under the Ministry 
will facilitate the planned health infrastructure 
improvements,” Minister Lalabalavu said.

He explained that out of this allocation, 
the Ministry will utilise $1.8 million for the 
upgrade and maintenance of urban hospitals and 
institutional quarters, such as the much-needed 
work in the painting and repairing of the Colonial 
War Memorial (CWM) Hospital Maternity Unit 
exterior, construction of the walkway that connects 
the East and West Wing of the CWM Hospital and 
incinerator infrastructure.

“The Ministry has also allocated $2 million for 
the upgrade and maintenance of Subdivisional 
Hospitals, Health Centres, Nursing Stations 
and these will be directed towards the planned 
renovations at Valelevu Health Centre, Makoi 
Health Centre, Lami Health Centre, Wainibokasi 
Subdivisional Hospital and Korovou Subdivisional 
Hospital,” Minister Lalabalavu said. 

“A further $6.75 million has been allocated in 
the budget towards the refurbishment of Savusavu 
Hospital, the upgrade of Labasa Hospital interior 
and the construction works for the new National 
Rehabilitation Centre at the Tamavua Twomey 
Hospital.”

He enlisted the other important construction 
preparatory works that includes the construction 
of Qamea Health Centre, construction of doctors 
and nurses’ quarters and refurbishment of nursing 
stations at Nagado in Ba, Tokaimalo in Ra, Nacula 

and Yaqeta in Yasawa, Kubulau in Bua, Tuvu, 
Naqalimare and Raiwaqa in the Nadroga/Navosa 
Subdivision, which has been allocated $1.6 
million.

On universal health coverage, Minister 
Lalabalavu said budget has also indicated 
Government’s commitment towards achieving 
universal health coverage for the people of Fiji and 
leaving no one behind. 

“For the first time ever, Government has 
allocated to each cost centre in the Ministry an 
allocation of $50,000 to $200,000 respectively to 
undertake outreach services into their respective 
communities.”

He explained that this will allow the clinical and 
public health teams and specialist doctors and 
nurses to go out into remote and hard-to-reach 
villages and communities to provide primary and 
secondary healthcare services to people who may 
not have the means to access healthcare for their 
health conditions in a timely manner. 

 “Community health workers or nasi-ni-koro 
as we know, the Ministry has been allocated $3 
million for community health workers or nasi-ni-
koro. They are the hands, eyes, ears and feet of the 
Ministry in the communities and play an important 
role in ensuring that our health programmes are 
supporting and meeting the health needs of Fijians 
in their homes and communities.”

By PRASHILA DEVI

EQUITABLE and uninterrupted 
access to essential medicine is an 
important component of our focus on 
strengthening primary healthcare in Fiji, 

says Minister for Health and Medical Services Dr 
Atonio Lalabalavu.

Speaking in Parliament during the debate on the 
2023-2024 Appropriation Bill, Minister Lalabalavu 
said mammoth task of ensuring this rests with 
the Fiji Pharmaceutical and Biomedical Services 
(FPBS), which was responsible for procuring 
essential medicine, consumables, medical supplies, 
medical appliances, biomedical equipment, x-ray 
materials, laboratory reagents, infection prevention 
and control supplies.

“The FPBS has invested with strategic partnership 
support on an online stock and inventory 
management tool called m-supply, which is geared 
towards improving our stock management system,” 
he explained.

Expanding further on this, Minister Lalabalavu 
said the m-supply system provides for the ordering, 
procurement and inventory management of 
pharmaceutical and medical supplies held at the 
FPBS and all participating health facilities. 

“As of today, 45 percent of our targeted healthcare 
facilities, departments and service areas have been 
connected and are now utilising the m-supply 

system when managing their clinical stock. This 
means that 94 health facilities out of 236 target 
sites now use either a template or PC to place 
their orders and monitor their inventory,” he said. 

On the budgetary allocation, Minister 
Lalabalavu said the Ministry was grateful for 
increase in the allocation for – 

- Medicine and consumables from $30 million 
to $33 million;

-Laboratory re-agents from $9.4 million to $13 
million;

- Biomedical Spare Parts and Maintenance 
Spare Parts from $1.5 million to $2.5 million; 

- Dental equipment from $389,200 to $1.21 
million; and

- Allocation to purchase biomedical equipment 
for our hospitals has been significantly increased 
from $3 million to $12.3 million, which will 
allow the Ministry to replace obsolete and non-
functioning biomedical equipment and establish 
functional service contract agreements that 
will ensure the longevity of major biomedical 
equipment. 

“The budgetary allocation under FPBS will 
ensure that we will accomplish the full roll-out 
of the m-supply within the next financial year so 
that we can achieve our targets of reducing and 
eliminating stockout of essential medicine and 
supplies of our health facilities,” he said.

Staff of the Fiji Pharmaceutical & Biomedical Services (FPBS) delivering the much-
needed medical supplies and medication to the rural and maritime areas such as 

Kioa Island. Photo: SUPPLIED

Minister for Health and Medical Services, Dr Atonio 
Lalabalavu in Parliament during the debate on the 2023-

2024 National Budget. Photo- SUPPLIED
Minister for Education, Aseri Radrodro on his way to Parliament during the debate 

on the 2023-2024 National Budget. Photo: SUPPLIED
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A mother’s hope for her 
son to be cancer free

By NANISE NEIMILA
 

A FEW months after Filipe Baleitavuki was 
born, his mother Vinaina Tadulala noticed that 
his pupil- the centre of the iris- was dilated. 

Remembering the traumatic experience, Mrs 
Tadulala shared that after a few months, one afternoon she 
noticed that his eye swelled up but was not alarmed as the 
swelling disappeared after sometime. 

“When it swelled up for the second time, I knew 
something was wrong, so I took him to the doctor. Initially, 
the doctor prescribed eye drops to alleviate the redness. It 
took four to six months for the treatment to be completed.” 

“When Filipe was two years old, I can still vividly recall 
a very windy afternoon in 2012. He complained that his 
right eye was painful and when I looked at it his eyeball 
was bloody red and nearly popped out.” 

That same evening, shared Mrs Tadulala, as she was 
concerned, they rushed Filipe to the Colonial War 
Memorial (CWM) Hospital Children’s Emergency unit. 

She pleaded with the doctors if they could at least 
examine his eye instead of prescribing eye drops or any 
other medication.

 “I told them my son does not need any other eye drops 
and requested them to scan his eye to determine what’s 
causing the problem. We were scheduled for a CT scan the 
following Monday, so Filipe was advised not to eat, drink, 
or take anything,” the emotional mother relayed.

 “He was given medication before the CT scan, so the 
advice given to us by the doctor after Filipe wakes up then 
we could go home. I felt that there was something wrong 
with my son and I was worried that he hadn’t woken up 
from his sleep.” 

Mrs Tadulala then shared that at that time, Filipe’s 
doctors called and advised her if they could discuss the 
results of her son’s condition.   

“Like any other parent, my mind started to race and 
questions started to flood my mind and on my way to the 
doctor’s room I was so nervous. We sat with the eye doctor 

and when he uttered the word cancer, my mind went blank.  
“It’s any mother’s worst nightmare to hear that your child 

has been diagnosed with cancer. The doctor explained 
Filipe’s condition, that he had been diagnosed with 
Retinoblastoma cancer and it was curable depending on 
how soon it was treated.” 

Retinoblastoma is an uncommon eye cancer that usually 
affects children under five, although it can affect children 
of any age. 

“For the next step of treatment, we needed to fly to New 
Zealand to get specialised treatment. The tumour was 
growing at the back of his pupil and if it wasn’t treated, 
the tumour would float to his brain,” she said.

 “I spoke with my husband and we agreed to take him to 
New Zealand. The advice that was given by the doctor was 
not to delay for another month because the tumour was 
growing and could affect his brain.”

 In October 2014, Mrs Tadulala and her son flew to 
Christchurch, New Zealand for the eye laser treatment 
because it was not available in Fiji.

 “For 28 days, our routine every morning was to go to 
hospital and get the laser treatment for his eye to kill the 
cancer cells. Filipe was also undergoing chemotherapy 
and it continued when we returned to Fiji later that year.”

 Earlier this year, they were given the news that Filipe is 
75 per cent cancer free, but according to his mother Mrs. 
Tadulala they continue with his check-ups every month 
until they get that 100 per cent cancer free news.

 Now a Year 6 student at Suva 
Methodist Primary School, Filipe 
is one of the top students despite 
being able to use only one eye.

 “It’s always my prayer that one day my son will be 
cancer free and he will enjoy a normal life without any 
medication,” a hopeful Mrs Tadulala said.

 “I would like to encourage any parent or guardian that 
may be going through a similar situation that there is 
always light at the end of the tunnel.” 

“I hope that sharing this story will inspire others not to 
give up,”she added.

 Mrs Tadulala conveyed her heartfelt gratitude to all the 
staff of the Oncology Unit Children’s ward at the CWM 
Hospital for their support, Walk on Walk Strong (WOWS) 
Kids Fiji team for their never-ending support during and 
after Filipe’s treatment, her family and friends that have 
contributed to assist her family during this challenging 
time. 

With the start of the Childhood Cancer Awareness month 
in August, WOWS co-founder, Sina Kami highlighted that 
saving the lives of children was paramount and that this 
was only possible through the support of people and the 
Government. 

Mrs Kami said the organisation aims to collect $300,000 
every year to support children and provide them with much-
needed treatment, transport assistance and medicines. 

“Our organisation is the bridge from the home to hospital 
care for children that have been diagnosed with cancer. 

“We work in close collaboration with the Ministry of 
Health to coordinate and provide holistic support for our 
WOWS kids and their families in their cancer journey; and 
we lead the way in raising awareness on childhood cancer 
issues in Fiji.” 

“The child support we provide includes paying for 
the diagnostic testing, treatments and medication costs, 
transportation costs.” 

“We also work to raise awareness of the symptoms 
of cancer and treatment options. We run a number of 
campaigns throughout the year to raise awareness and 
money such as the Shave for Change campaign, dollar 
drives and walkathons.” 

WOWS Kids Fiji, a registered non-profit charitable 
organisation established in 2009, provides support for 
children diagnosed and living with cancer in Fiji. 

Mrs Kami has urged all business houses, communities 
and families to give them 15 minutes of their day so the 
team can create awareness about childhood cancer in the 
month of August.

Filipe Baleitavuki with his mother, Vinaina Tadulala who hopes that her son will be cancer free one day. Photo: NANISE NEIMILA
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Groundwater – the underground 
stream of life

By LOTE RABOILA

THE 17th century author, Jonathan Swift, once 
said “everything old is new again.”

Life is truly a cycle where life is born, it 
grows, matures, and then wither away whilst 

new life is formed.
 This cycle not only reflects our natural progression as 

humans, but they are the order of every living thing. 
Groundwater is one such resource that is becoming ‘new 

again’ in Fiji making its way back, and fast becoming 
an important source of life for many communities while 
contributing significantly to economic growth and external 
trade. 

Groundwater is water that exists underground in saturated 
zones beneath the land surface. 

It fills the pores, voids and fractures in underground 
materials such as sand, gravel, and consolidated rocks, 
much the same way that water fills a sponge. 

Groundwater can flow naturally out of rock materials as 
surface or underwater springs, or if it can be extracted by 
pumping it out from beneath the surface.

It is a valuable resource stored in a natural reservoir, the 
aquifer. 

In general, it is a very pure water source free from 
contamination. 

Surface water, such as streams and rivers, are exposed to 
surface sources of contamination and are easily polluted by 
human and industrial waste, and can carry large quantities 
of suspended silt and mud during times of flood. 

The materials in the subsurface act as natural filters to 
these sediments so groundwater is relatively pure, but care 
must still be taken to protect these aquifers.

Moreover, groundwater is one of the oldest sources of 
drinking water known to humans and the scriptures are full 
of stories of groundwater in the form of wells which have 
either forged relations or started wars because of its value. 

In Fiji, spring water, through wells was the main source 
of drinking water for most sugarcane farms in the Western 
and Northern Division in the early days when reticulated 
water was not accessible.  

Groundwater Development
The Ministry of Lands and Mineral Resources through the 

Mineral Resource Department (MRD) has been carrying 
out Groundwater assessment and investigations in Fiji 
since 1967 in response to the rapidly increasing demand 
from the public to use groundwater. 

These are mainly where surface water source are 
inadequate, contaminated or absent altogether. 

The MRD established the Groundwater Resources 

Assessment and Development Unit (GRADU) in 1985, in 
cooperation with the British Government. 

On the other hand, the commercial use of water only 
began in 1996 with Fiji Water which is now a global brand!

The MRD is responsible for collecting and storing all 
information relating to groundwater in Fiji. 

Investigations carried out by GRADU are designed to 
improve knowledge of groundwater and if these can be 
utilised by the public. 

A wide range of equipment and techniques are used 
to locate and assess groundwater resources, including 
geophysics methods and the drilling of test boreholes by 
the MRD Drilling Section, which uses several drilling rigs 
to carry out diverse drilling operations in all geological 
conditions. 

The Government’s priority target for groundwater 
development are rural communities and rural schools 
where Water Authority of Fiji’s reticulated water isn’t 
accessible. 

Groundwater Assistance
In the current financial year, the Ministry has assisted 10 

communities with reticulated boreholes at the cost of over 
$0.6million impacting 267 households with a total of 1181 
beneficiaries. 

These communities spread from as far as Lakeba in Lau 
to Cakaudrove, Bua, Macuata, Nadroga and Ra.

In the same financial year since November 2022, the 
Ministry has commissioned seven borehole projects in 
four schools, two villages and one settlement costing 
$0.9million. 

These projects have benefitted 1,272 individuals in 247 
households. 

Since 2011, more than 21,000 individuals and 4,200 
households have been assisted by the Ministry through 
groundwater projects. 

Groundwater is also used for agricultural irrigation 
particularly in the dry areas such as Yaqara Pastoral farm 
and other farms in the Western Division. 

Groundwater Regulations
One of the major challenges for groundwater is the 

archaic and fragmented management and administrative 
powers governing water resources. 

Groundwater does not have a standalone Act governing 
it however, it stands on several legislations across a few 
government ministries and departments. 

The Ministry of Lands and Mineral Resources under 
the Rivers and Stream Act of 1880 is mandated with the 
“Protection and usage of water resources, right to flow, use 
and management control of water resources.”  

In terms of water supply systems and standard, this is the 
responsibility of the Department of Water and Sewerage 
under the Water Supply Act of 1955 and the list goes on.   

Groundwater Recharge
With the increase in demand for groundwater it is vital to 

understand how groundwater is recharged or replenished.
Natural groundwater recharge occurs as precipitation falls 

on the land surface, infiltrates into soils, and percolates 
through pore spaces down to the water table. On reaching 
the ground, rainwater either runs into rivers and streams, 
evaporates, or is used by plants or percolates into the 
ground to the water-table and recharges the groundwater 
reservoir. 

During long dry periods groundwater is the only source 
of flow in streams. 

It takes time for groundwater to recharge its supply as 
groundwater flow through subsurface materials is very 
slow as compared to streams, therefore all groundwater 
projects commissioned by the Ministry have strict 
guidelines which its Water Committees need to adhere to 
ensure a sustainable and constant supply.

Nevertheless, since groundwater has been around since 
time immemorial, it will continue to play a critical role in 
government’s plans to make clean drinking water available 
to those places in Fiji where no other clean drinking water 
source is available, and the conditions for groundwater 
storage and low is favourable. 

(Lote Raboila is the senior public relations officer at the 
Ministry of Lands & Mineral Resources)

Minister for Lands and Mineral Resources Filimoni Vosarogo with Coboi Primary Schoo , Bua after the commissioning of the school 
Borehole. Photo: SUPPLIED

Minister for Lands and Mineral Resources Filimoni Vosarogo commissions Karoko Village Borehole, Cakaudrove. Photo: SUPPLIED
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The Minister for Women, 
Children and Social Protec-
tion, Lynda Tabuya was the 
guest speaker at the plenary 

session focused on advancing feminist 
climate justice through the rule of law 
and the legal and justice institutions 
that could strengthen feminist climate 
action at the Women Deliver 2023 in 
Rwanda, in east Africa.  
The session was opened by Mary 
Robinson, former president of Ireland 
and human rights activist. 
The session was crucial as it set an ap-
proach to address the intertwined is-
sues of gender inequality and climate 
change.  It recognised that women 
and marginalised gender groups often 
bear a disproportionate burden from 
the impacts of climate change, yet are 
underrepresented in decision-making 
processes related to climate adaption 
and mitigation.
Whilst addressing the forum, Min-
ister Tabuya said, “It is important to 
acknowledge that as land and ocean 
protectors, we Pacific Islanders have 
made minimal contribution to this 
dire situation, however, we are the 
most disproportionately affected”.

Photo: SUPPLIED 

His Excellency the President, Ratu 
Wiliame Katonivere received the  
Flying Fijians National Rugby Team 
iTatau and presented their jersey at 
the Tanoa International Hotel in Nadi.
While receiving the team’s iTatau, 
President Katonivere thanked the 
players for their hard work and wished 
the team well in their first game wtih 
Tonga.
“Rugby is something that changes the 
lifestyle of Fijians. People do extraor-
dinary things for rugby.”
“Make sure that when you go, build 
up that wall, make it unbreakable, 
make it strong so that no other team 
can come and break down the wall 
that you have made.”

Photo: DIPESH KUMAR

This was the message by Prime 
Minister Sitiveni Rabuka  
while congratulating Weight-
lifting Fiji on their achieve-

ments at the Commonwealth Champi-
onships in India at a reception held in 
Suva recently.
Prime Minister Rabuka  acknowledged 
the support of the families and empha-
sised that preparing for such an interna-
tional event can be challenging, yet they 
were able to succeed with the support 
and prayers of their families.  
On behalf of the Coalition Government 
and all Fijians,  the Prime Minister ac-
knowledged the Australian Govern-
ment for supporting the team through-
out the tournament that was held in 
New Delhi, India.

Photo: SUPPLIED

Government, through the 
Ministry of Youth and 
Sports, will continue to 
invest in sports facilities 

across the nation to create an enabling 
environment for sporting success.
The Minister for Youth and Sports Jese 
Saukuru, while officiating as chief guest 
at the opening of the Ba Netball Club 
Competition emphasised the impor-
tance of providing adequate infrastruc-
ture and resources to support aspiring 
athletes in their pursuit of excellence. 
Teams from both ends of the Ba River 
stretching as far as Nadrugu, Navala 
and Balevuto, Toge on the other side 
and villages along the coast to as far as 
the Ba and Tavua border namely Natu-
nuku and Vatutavui converged at the Ba 
Market Grounds for the opening.

Photo: SUPPLIED

Advancing feminist climate justice

President Katonivere receives itatau and presents 
jersey to the Flying Fijians national rugby team

PM Rabuka congratulates Weightlifting Fiji on their achievements

Adequate infrastructure required to support 
aspiring athletes: Minister Saukuru 

“Whatever you set your mind to, you can achieve it.”
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Fiji Spartan Trifecta 
to make History

Consultation on Govt 
services aims to bridge gap 

Fiji-Canberra flights 
recommence 

By DIPESH KUMAR

The Fiji Spartan Trifecta will 
make history as it will be held 
in Fiji for the very first time, 
bringing an exhilarating and 

challenging adventure to Fiji.
Organised by Spartan Race, a renowned 

global obstacle course racing series, the 
event attracts participants from around the 
world seeking to test their physical and 
mental endurance amidst Fiji’s stunning 
landscapes.

The race is expected to generate economic 
activity as well and benefit the locals as 
well. 

Samuela Naquto, turaga ni koro of Sabeto, 
Nadi said that they have come on board 
with the Ministry of Sports to execute this 
event as it will prove beneficial.

“Of course, the race has its advantages, 
one of them is that it will bring in money 
which will go to the Mataqali.”

He said many locals will be able to enjoy 
the event and local businesses will benefit 
also.

“It is a new thing for the Fijians, we know 
it will create jobs for the locals and it will 
be a time for them to enjoy as well.”

Minister for Tourism and Civil Aviation, 
Viliame Gavoka, in recognising the 
significance of this event, highlighted its 
substantial benefits to the Fijian economy. 

Minister Gavoka said the arrival of 
international participants and spectators 
will boost tourism and generate more 
revenue for local businesses and 

communities. 
“Pre-COVID Fiji was increasingly being 

recognised as a destination of choice 
for major international events. We’ve 
continued to pursue global exposure of 
the Fijian brand by being the first to host 
international events in Fiji and the Pacific. 
International events big or small have the 
ability to attract visitors, giving us the 
opportunity to maximise benefits.”

Spartan Fiji managing director, Chris 
Heverin said the event fosters a strong 
sense of fellowship, as competitors support 
and motivate each other throughout the 
demanding courses. 

He said embracing Fiji’s warm hospitality 
and rich culture, participants get to immerse 
themselves in the local way of life, making 
the Fiji Spartan Trifecta a memorable and 
transformative adventure.

The Fiji Spartan Trifecta will feature 
several race categories which include the 
5k race course, a 10k course, 21k course 
and a 50k ultra course. 

Among these categories there will also be 
a team’s challenge, a kids challenge and a 
spartan volunteer programme. 

Mr Heverin said the Spartan Trifecta was 
all about promoting a healthy lifestyle and 
members do not have to participate in all 
events.

He said a website has also been launched 
by the team (FijiSpartan.com) where locals 
can register and participate in the race as 
well.

By DIPESH KUMAR 

INCREASING public awareness 
on the support provided by the 
Government and in the proper 
utilisation of State resources was 

the focus of a consultation held by the 
Attorney-General’s Office.

The consultation sought to advise 
individuals and businesses on the 
various government services and 
benefits available, aimed at fostering 
mutual benefit between citizens and the 
government.

Attending one such consultation in 
Waqadra, Nadi was Bisun Dutt, who said 
that the face-to-face session helped to 
provide a powerful insight on the work 
of the Government and that various 
stakeholders present were better able to 
help individuals solve their problems. 

“We know there are a lot of problems 
and it will take time however, we 
are looking forward to the Coalition 
Government. We are looking forward to 
these kinds of consultations where head 
of departments do area visits and provide 
information to the people at the grassroot 
level.”

“I would like to advise the people to 
be patient and wait for the Government 
to come to them and listen to their 

problems. I hope in the future that there 
are representatives from Water Authority 
and Fiji Roads Authority as well.”

“One of the major sectors that should be 
given priority to is Ministry of Health all 
hospitals in Fiji should be upgraded, and 
we are also thankful for the increment in 
the allocation for social welfare.”

Speaking to the residents, the Attorney-
General and Minister for Justice, 
Siromi Turaga, highlighted that the 
unavailability of information has been a 
disadvantage to the people Fiji which has 
contributed to underdevelopment and a 
deprivation of rights.

“I understand most people nowadays 
are tuned in to social media and the 
understanding of the government, we 
get it from there as well. There is a lot 
of misinformation out there about the 
government and this is your opportunity 
to ask questions and clear your doubts,” 
the A-G explained.

“Don’t ever sleep on your rights. 
We have found that a lot of people 
are misinformed and not aware of the 
solutions to their problems.”

He also shared that the consultation 
served as an opportunity for citizens to 
understand their rights and access the 
resources available to improve their 
lives.

By MEREANI GONEDUA 

FIJI Airways has recommenced 
its flights to and from the 
Australian capital, Canberra, 
after the COVID-19 pandemic.

With its first inaugural flight departing 
Nadi this week, Fiji Airways chief 
executive officer, Andre Viljoen, 
highlighted that they are thrilled with this 
new service which will further establish 
their presence in the Australian market. 

“It will undoubtedly boost the tourism 
industry in both countries, opening up 
opportunities for people to explore the 
diverse cultures, stunning landscapes, and 
warm hospitality that Fiji has to offer,” Mr 
Viljoen said.

“Additionally, it will provide a convenient 
gateway for Fijians to discover the unique 
attractions and experiences Canberra has 
in store.”

He said the national airline now offers 
twice weekly flights, marking an exciting 

development for both countries, 
strengthening tourism, trade, people-
to-people connections, government 
relations, and cargo transportation.

“This direct service will provide 
customers with enhanced connectivity 
and convenience, offering seamless 
access to the stunning islands of Fiji 
and the capital city of Australia. We 
also open up a new transit point for the 
people of Canberra to travel onwards 
to other parts of the world,” Mr Viljoen 
added.

Bisun Dutt of Waqadra, Nadi (in purple) attending the consultation organised by 
the Attorney-General’s Office. Photo: DIPESH KUMAR

Minister for Tourism, Viliame Gavoka with organisers and other stakeholders for the Fiji Spartan 
Trifecta. Photo: DIPESH KUMAR

Minister for Tourism and Civil Aviation, Viliame Gavoka with community members. .
 Photo: DIPESH KUMAR
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Major tourism development 
in the North

Full budget utilisation 
with careful planning: 

Asst Minister

Evacuation Centre brings 
sense of security for 

Nasuva Villagers

By JOSAIA RALAGO

THE investment of close to FJ$439.2 
million (US$200 million) funding for 
Fiji Tourism Development Program for 
Vanua Levu has been welcomed by the 

people in the Northern Division.
This comes after the Phase 1 of the Multiphase 

Programmatic Approach (MPA) Agreement was 
signed by the World Bank Group East Asia Pacific 
Regional Vice President, Manuela Ferro and Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Biman 
Prasad in Suva recently.

“This will certainly open doors of opportunity for 
us, and we welcome this initiative with open arms,” 
says 64-year-old Vereti Veisamasama of Namama 
Village situated on the coast of Macuata.

“The West has always been a centre for tourism, 
and we too have believed for a long time that Vanua 
Levu could offer so much to tourism, as we can see 
from the terrains, the shorelines and islands – all of 
which when we have the financial resource could be 
turned into tourist destinations,” Mr Veisamasama 
said.

“We are grateful to the Government of Fiji and 
the United States of America for opening up such 
an opportunity as this would be a way to earn our 
livelihood, as for most of us by the coast rely solely 
on the sea as a source of life.

The Fiji Tourism Development Program, which will 
be delivered in several parts, will be an extremely 
integrated project – Phase 1 – Overcoming Barriers 
and Developing Sustainable Tourism, Phase 2 – 
Building Resilient Tourism Infrastructure, Phase 
3 – Tourism Capacity Enhancement and Project 
Management.

DPM Prasad explained, “the project is going 
to combine the development of infrastructure, 
particularly the upgrade of the Labasa and Savusavu 
airports, it will also involve the upgrade of the road 
between Savusavu and Labasa, and it will open 
economic activities that will be well linked to the 
tourism industry”.

“It will not only bolster tourism, but lead to the 
improvement of drainage, sewage and transport 
infrastructure generally,” he added.

By JOSAIA RALAGO

THE Assistant Minister for 
Agriculture and Waterways, 
Tomasi Tunabuna kickstarted his 
first official tour of the North by 

visiting the Seaqaqa Research Station team 
in Macuata this week.

Speaking to the staff and other 
stakeholders, Asst Minister Tunabuna 
provided a breakdown of the Ministry’s 
budget, shedding light on priority areas that 
they needed to work on and further stressing 
on proper planning.

“We want to use all the budget that we 
have been given, to achieve the targets that 
we have set for the financial year and for 
this to happen we need proper planning and 
proper management of funds, and we want 
this message to go right down too all the 

staff,” he said.
It was also highlighted that in the 2023-

2024 national budget, the Ministry would 
be implementing a program to address the 
shortage of veterinarians in the country.

The Veterinary Registration programme 
that comes under the Animal Husbandry 
and Production Division (AH&P) would 
look at developing a qualifiers exam 
through consultants and expanding the list 
of institutions and countries from where Fiji 
could recruit its veterinarians from.

The AH&P division director,  Avinesh 
Dayal said the Ministry has only one 
veterinarian and the funding provided in the 
budget allows for a solution to this challenge.

Officers were able to raise issues of 
concerns during a talanoa session to Asst 
Minister Tunabuna.

By JOSAIA RALAGO

IT was a day to remember for 
villagers of Nasuva in the interior 
of Macuata following the recent 
commissioning of their evacuation 

centre extension.
An elated Maria Dikaitani, 68, who lives 

in the village and is a grandmother of nine, 
said they feel much safer and protected 
with a proper evacuation centre.

“In the past, being in our homes amidst 
strong winds and rain could be quite 
terrifying hearing strong winds and rain, 
scared us of what might happen as our 
homes are not build to withstand cyclones,” 
Ms Dikaitani said.

“We are grateful to the Government 
for assisting in the construction of an 
infrastructure where we could be properly 
housed in during natural disasters 
especially tropical cyclones.”

Turaga ni Koro, Aliki Draunimasi, said 
being a far flung community, the provision 
of an evacuation centre was much needed, 
adding that its construction brought joy for 

the 141 villagers.
Mr Draunimasi said for the past 12 

years that he has been holding the village 
headman post, natural disaster times was 
quite difficult for him as the homes were 
far apart, while responding to calls for 
help.

 “I would like to thank the Government 
for their timely assistance and for hearing 
our cries.”

The Assistant Minister for Rural and 
Maritime Development, Jovesa Vocea, 
while officiating at the event highlighted 
the Government’s commitment towards 
improving the lives of Fijians in rural 
and maritime communities.

He said there are programmes and 
opportunities in the 2023-2024 National 
Budget that were tailor made to assist 
people in such areas.

Asst Minister Vocea said this was a part 
of the one-third two-third scheme, where 
the village paid for one third of the cost 
and Government would pay the rest.

The village is made up of 141 people 
and has 28 homes. 

Nasuva Villagers during the commissioning of their evacuation centre extension.  
Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO

Vereti Veisamasama of Namama Vilage, in Macuata. Photo: Josaia Ralago

Assistant Minister for Agriculture and Waterways, Tomasi Tunabuna meets with staff of the Seaqaqa 
Research Station team in Macuata during his tour to the Northern Division this week. 

Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO
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Ministry underlines ambitious targets post budget

It’s our responsibility 
to keep you safe: 

Minister Tikoduadua

Minister Kamikamica 
lays post budget plans

By AZARIA FAREEN
 

IN F R A S T R U C T U R E 
such as roads, bridges, 
ports and jetties are 
crucial in building a 

sustainable and resilient future 
and the $98 million allocated 
to the line ministry will address 
that with the transport sector. 

In commending the 2023-2024 
National Budget, Minister for 
Public Works and Transport, 
Ro Filipe Tuisawau, said the 
allocation will “revive the work 
of the Public Works Department, 
strengthen our services through 
Water Authority of Fiji (WAF) 
and enhance our connectivity 
in both land and maritime 
transport”. 

“The Public Utility sector or 
infrastructure sector consists 
mainly of public works, water, 

energy and roads in Fiji with a 
budget increase of more than 
100 per cent from the 2022-2023 
financial year,” he said while 
contributing to the debate on the 

2023-2024 Appropriation Bill. 
“This is to cater mainly for development 

and enhancement of Fiji’s infrastructure in 
the rural and maritime areas,” he added.

 “Fiji has embarked on three ambitious 
targets related to the energy sector, which 
is to achieve 100 per cent electrification 
rate by 2026, increase our renewable 
energy mix for electricity generation to 100 
percent by 2036, and to achieve net zero 
carbon emissions by 2050.”

 “The Government fully fathoms the 
important role energy plays towards 
economic and social development and, 
therefore, remains steadfast in achieving 
this target,” he added.

 In this financial year, there is an 
increase of $12 million to $14 million in 
the energy budget, which focuses on the 
implementation of Kadavu Koro Hydro and 
Grid Extension Projects. 

The Ministry has been working closely 
with the Global Green Growth Institute and 
other institutions such as Korea International 
Cooperation Agency (KOICA) and Japan 
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) 
to secure funding to further complement the 
budgetary allocation for the energy sector.

 Minister Tuisawau states that there is a 

need to enhance our rural and maritime 
infrastructure to better our services. 

“The Government is committed to achieve 
a 24/7 provision of water and wastewater 
services, and the WAF has been allocated 
a total budget of $250.8 million - $118.1 
million for operational expenditure and 
$132.7 million for capital expenditure,” he 
said. 

“A total of $53.8 million is allocated 
for the water programme which includes 
water sources and distribution projects that 
covers the construction and installation of 
three package water treatment plants,” he 
added. 

“Plans are in place for the construction of 
new and upgrading old reservoirs in areas 
such as Sigatoka, Tavua, Malaqereqere and 
Levuka pipeline works, in Savudrodro, 
maintenance and upgrading of pipelines 
from Sawani to Colo-i-Suva and also a 
dedicated 11 kilometre pipeline in the 
Central Division, in addition to others.” 

“Enabling seamless movement of people 
on roads and highways is critical and as 
such more than $300 million is allocated 
to cater for maintaining, planning and 
delivering Fiji’s Road Network,” Minister 
Tuisawau added.

By PRASHILA DEVI

“LET me assure all Fijians, 
your security is secured. 
It is your Government’s 
concern, it is our 

responsibility to keep you safe.”
This was the assurance given by the 

Minister for Home Affairs and Immigration, 
Pio Tikoduadua, while contributing to the 
debate on the 2023-2024 Appropriation Bill 
2023, where he highlighted the importance 
of investing in national security in a world 
marked by rapid changes and emerging 
threats.

“In our ambition for global and regional 
recognition of being the hub of the Pacific, 
it is important that we develop and establish 
mechanisms that recognise the full spectrum 
of the value that our defence and security 
interests offer to ordinary Fijians,” Minister 
Tikoduadua said.

To this end, the budget has bolstered the 
efforts of the Fiji Police Force through the 

increased allocation of $183.7 million, an 
increase of $3 million from the 2022-2023 
Revised Budget.

Aside from the commitment towards 
improving manpower, Minister Tikoduadua 
said, “the allocation of $3 million for the 
renovation and upgrade of police quarters 
and posts demonstrates the Government’s 
commitment to rectify years of neglect and 
some existing police stations, quarters, and 
posts have faced”.

On the Republic of Fiji Military Forces 
(RFMF), he acknowledged the increase in 
the budgetary allocation from $94.1million 
from last financial year to $103.1 million 
in the 2023-2024 financial year, seeing the 
pivotal role it plays in maintaining national 
security, defence, and supporting peace 
efforts both regionally and globally. 

“Additionally, the increase in the RFMF 
allocation will provide the strength needed to 
boost the RFMF Engineers. Apart from the 
work undertaken by the Engineers within the 
RFMF, the regiment also assists Government 
in its rural rehabilitation efforts,” Minister 
Tikoduadua said.

Aside from its regular operations, the 
legislations governing these law enforcement 
agencies will also be reviewed with the 
allocation of $50,000 for the review of the 
RFMF Act which will enable the RFMF to 
amend their archaic legislation. 

 “As part of the Security and Defence 
Review, the Fiji Police Force has been 
allocated $50,000 to carry out the Review of 
the Police Act 1965,” he said.

Overall, Minister Tikoduadua said, the 
allocated funds of $324,202 for the National 
Security and Defence Review will be a 
significant investment that will enable the 
Government to undertake a holistic National 
Security and Defence Review.

By AZARIA FAREEN
 

THE current trajectory of 
Fiji’s economic growth was 
projected to be eight percent 
this year, 3.4 per cent in 2024 

and a further three per cent in 2025.
Speaking in Parliament during the debate 

on the 2023-2024 Appropriation Bill 2023, 
the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
for Trade and Communications, Manoa 
Kamikamica, said that the economic 
indicators are pointing in the right 
direction. 

“Liquidity is strong, lending rates remain 
at historic low levels and private sector 
credit has been showing continuous 
growth in the year,” he said.

 “The investment pipeline (foreign 
and domestic) in Fiji is $4.25 billion 
and growing - this represents 179 active 
projects in Fiji from the private sector 
alone excluding major public sector 
investments that are being planned.” 

“The Ministry is very thankful for its 
funding with a total allocation of $116.5 
million which consists of $98.9 million 
in operating expenditure, $6.3 million for 
capital expenditure and $11.3 million for 
Value Added Tax,” he added. 

In commending the allocation to the 
Ministry, DPM Kamikamica said the 
contribution underpins five core priority 
areas for the ministry such as - economic 
diversification, driving Fiji as a regional 
hub, driving a fully digital economy, 
connecting the unconnected and 
improving regulatory and governance 
frameworks. 

“The Ministry will be collaborating 
with all Government Ministries and 
agencies, Investment Fiji, Trade 
Commissioners, High Commissioners, 
bilateral and multilateral partners to 
continue to expand and diversify the 
economic base,” DPM Kamikamica said. 

“There is intense focus on renewable 
energy, green and blue solutions such 
as recycling, commercial agriculture 
and aquaculture with strategic local 
or foreign investors, manufacturing 
especially in renewable spaces and niche 
products, the fast-growing BPO sector, 
education and ICT/data warehousing 
opportunities.” 

“The MSME sector including co-
operatives is also being harnessed and 
as a major job creator and about 19 
percent of gross domestic product, it has 
significant potential,” he added. 

DPM Kamikamica said that the 
line ministry will provide support to 
medium, small and micro enterprises 
(MSMEs) across all the ministries with 
the envelope for MSME funding being 
much bigger at an estimated $30 million, 
which excludes private sector support. 

“Trade is the lifeblood of our economy 
and we will focus on traditional bilateral 
and multilateral trade opportunities that 
make sense for Fiji,” he said. 

“Digitalisation is the key to unlocking 
Fiji’s full potential in the 21st century 
and the Ministry will be developing 
a National Digital strategy with 
e-commerce and ease of doing business 
as pillars,” DPM Kamikamica added.

Minister for Public Works and Transport, Ro Filipe Tuisawau, 
said the allocation will “revive the work of the Public Works 

Department, strengthen our services through Water Authority 
of Fiji and enhance our connectivity in both land and maritime 

transport” in Parliament. Photo: SUPPLIED

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade 
and Communications, Manoa Kamikamica, in 

Parliament during the debate on the 2023-2024 
National Budget. Photo- SUPPLIED

Minister for Home Affairs and Immigration, Pio 
Tikoduadua speaks in Parliament during the 

debate on the 2023-2024 National Budget. 
Photo- SUPPLIED
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Budget makes tough decisions: A-G

A budget that brings hope Budget allocation to target key 
areas: Minister Singh

By FELIX LESINAIVALU

“THERE is, no doubt, 
that we are living in 
perilous times - times of 
uncertainty and times of 

unprecedented volatility due to the current 
geopolitical environment.”

The Attorney-General and Minister for 
Justice, Siromi Turaga, highlighted this 
during his contribution to the 2023-2024 
National Budget in Parliament recently.

“There is no doubt, a budget that makes 
tough and responsible decisions, given 
the high debt level this Government has 
inherited from its predecessor.”

“The prevailing economic conditions 
requires Government to make suitable 
structural adjustments under the budget 
to ensure the sustainability and long-term 
survival of our nation.”

The A-G added that under this budget, 
the Government has developed safeguard 
measures and will implement relevant and 
practical policies to address the challenges 
facing our economy today. 

“Under this Government, the Ministry of 
Justice is working to digitalise the Office 

of the Registrar of Titles and increase 
staffing to improve service delivery. The 
digitalisation project will improve and 
ensure safe record-keeping and the ability 
to utilise records efficiently.”

“The Ministry of Justice in consultation 
with the Ministry of Trade and 
Communications is also working to 
digitalise the registries for ease of doing 
business and potentially, include issuance 
of hotel permits and construction permits in 
order to expedite registration of permits.”

The A-G explained that the Justice 
Ministry delivers service through legally 
mandated registries to maintain official 
records of legal documents. 

This includes the Registrar of Companies, 
business, credit unions, money lenders, 
Justice of Peace, land titles, deeds, births, 
deaths and marriages.

On the iTaukei Land Development the 
A-G highlighted that $10 million had 
been previously allocated to assist iTaukei 
landowners to develop their land for 
residential and commercial purposes”.

“All files relating to this programme have 
been transferred to the Ministry of iTaukei 

Affairs. The Government’s view is that 
the proper authority that should be doing 
this is the iTaukei Affairs rather than the 
Attorney-General’s Chambers.”

The A-G added that the total cost of the 
development of land and the projects was 
about $23.6 million, out of which $7.9 
million had been paid. 

This means that the Government will need 
to pay another $15.6 million for completion 
of the entire project. 

“According to our records, the grant was 
also used to assist the loan repayment on 
behalf of the Mataqali of Natogadravu in 
Tailevu,” he said.

By FELIX LESINAIVALU

THE Minister for Local 
Government and Housing, 
Maciu Nalumisa, has 
commended the Deputy 

Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, 
Biman Prasad for the 2023-2024 National 
Budget which gives Fiji “hope”.

“It is a budget that not only intills 
hope but also paves the way for a 
prosperous future for our beloved nation 
of Fiji,” Minister Nalumisa said in his 
contribution to the debate on the 2023-
2024 Appropriation Bill 2023.

“This budget embodies a spirit of unity 
and collaboration igniting a renewed 
sense of purpose amongst our people.”

Minister Nalumisa added that “the 
Coalition Government is steadfast in its 
mission to construct a new Fiji, one that 
prioritises solidarity and trust, pleases 
the people at the heart of its endeavours 
and demonstrates prudence in its fiscal 
framework to maintain a sustainable 
national debt to GDP (gross domestic 
product) ratio”.

“Rising debt to GDP ratio in Fiji has 
become a grave concern for our nation’s 
future. It is alarming to witness the ratio 
spike from 48.8 percent from 2018 to 
2019 to a staggering 88.8 percent by the 

end of 2021–2022 financial year.”
“While the impact of the pandemic 

cannot be ignored, it is crucial to 
acknowledge that there was an underlying 
issue preceding it.”

“The current state of affairs demands 
immediate attention and action and the 
Coalition Government is committed to 
rectifying this situation.”

Minister Nalumisa added the increased 
allocation of key sectors such as health, 
education, infrastructure and agriculture 
exemplifies the Coalition Government’s 
commitment in enhancing essential 
services that directly impact the lives of 
ordinary Fijians by fostering a healthy, 
well-educated population and improving 
access to better roads, water and 
coordinated agriculture programmes.

He added that through the budgetary 
support, the Ministry will continue its 
crucial role in facilitating the provision 
of accessible, adequate and affordable 
housing thereby contributing to broader 
socio-economic development.

“As the Minister responsible for Local 
Government, my primary objective is to 
mobilise my team towards conducting a 
successful municipal council election as 
promised by the Coalition Government.”

By AZARIA FAREEN
 

The Coalition Government is 
designed for freedom, unity and 
progress in rebuilding Fiji with 
stakeholders and development 

partners to progress our nation towards 
sustainable prosperity. 

In stating this, Minister for Employment, 
Productivity and Industrial Relations, Agni 
Deo Singh said that “this 2023-2024 budget 
has been formulated to assist all Fijians, 
irrespective of their political affiliations and 
aspirations”.

 “The Budget has been crafted with 
realism in response to real issues that our 
country is facing, but at the same time, 
identified strategies for economic growth 
to rebuild the nation,” Minister Singh said. 

“The Ministry is fulfilling the rebuilding 
of our nation through the revamping of our 
tripartite machinery, allowing the spirit 
of tripartism and good faith employment 
relations to be at the centre of all discussions 
as a recognised approach that strengthens 
our ability to meet both, domestic and global 
challenges, and workforce demands.” 

“The 2023-2024 budget will assist the 
Ministry in ensuring that we execute our 
target within the 12 months,” he added. 

Minister Singh further adds that the 
Government’s commitment to deliver on its 
promises and objectives to the people was 
not just to fulfil the budgetary requirements 
but it was underpinned by the Government’s 
values and principles to serve and provide 
excellent services to all communities 

“With the theme, “Building our future 
together”, the Ministry firmly believes that 
Fiji’s Labour Mobility Programme will 
play a crucial role in our economic recovery 
efforts through remittances from all our 
Fijian workers abroad.”  

“Last year, our Labour Mobility 
Programme under our bilateral arrangement 
with Australia and New Zealand, saw the 
participation of 4,072 Fijians,” he added.

 “Remittances crossed the billion-dollar 
mark last year and is likely to cross the $1.2 
billion mark by the end of this year - this is 

very significant in relation to strengthening 
our Labour Mobility Programme.” 

“The restoration of the 18 percent FNPF 
contributions from 1st January, 2024 is 
good news for our workers because it will 
contribute more to their lifelong savings 
and investment ability,” Minister Singh 
added. 

He highlighted that the Fiji National 
Provident Fund proposal to set up offshore 
operations will extend membership of 
Fijians in Australia and New Zealand where 
Fijian workers will have the opportunity 
to access FNPF services and have their 
deductions done in the respective countries. 

“The Coalition Government has 
demonstrated its pre-election commitment 
of being a government of empathy, care and 
compassion and this budget is the beginning 
of the greater good that lies ahead,” he said. 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
for Finance, Biman Prasad said that the 
“Government moved quickly to rebuild 
confidence and trust between the public 
service and the government”. 

“Permanent appointments in the civil 
service have been reinstated and the 
retirement age has been moved from 55 
years to 60 years, providing civil servants 
with the employment security they need to 
do their work.”

Minister for Employment, Productivity and 
Industrial Relations, Agni Deo Singh speaking in 

Parliament recently. Photo: SUPPLIED

Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, Siromi Turaga with the Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad in Parliament during the debate on the 2023-2024 National 

Budget. Photo: SUPPLIED

Minister for Housing and Local Government, Maciu Nalumisa, seen here leading a delegation 
from Fiji on a study trip to Singapore organised with the support of the Singapore Cooperation 

Enterprise and Morrow Architects and Planners.  Photo: SUPPLIED
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Ministry aims to increase sugar production

Govt looks after the most 
vulnerable- Sashi Kiran

Increased budget to enhance 
services – DPM Gavoka

By PRASHILA DEVI

THE Ministry of Sugar 
and Multi-Ethnic 
Affairs wants to attract 
new sugarcane farmers 

into the industry and will provide 
the necessary support with a 
budgetary allocation of $2 million.

The line Minister, Charan 
Jeath Singh, while making his 
contribution to the debate on the 
2023-2024 Appropriation Bill 2023 
in Parliament recently, highlighted 
that the Ministry aims to increase 
cane production from the current 
1.6 million tonnes to around two 
million tonnes by the 2024 season. 

“By providing a budget of $2 
million for new farmers and 
lease premium assistance, the 
Government has ensured that much 
needed relief is provided to farmers 

who want to invest in the sugar 
industry but have financial barriers,” 
Minister Singh said.

“By encouraging new farmers to 

enter the industry, it helps to ensure a 
continuous supply of sugarcane and 
promotes the growth of the sugar 
industry.” 

“The target of two million tonnes 
could be achieved by bringing 
underutilised land and production 
replacing uneconomical ratoons, 
improving adoption of new 
technologies, promoting best 
husbandry practice and improving 
the soil health,” he said.

For this, the sugar industry has 
provided a budget of $5 million 
for the sugarcane development and 
farmers assistance.

Minister Singh told Parliament 
that Fiji Sugar Cooperation (FSC) 
has made a profit of $18 million 
at EBITDA- Earnings Before 
Interest, Taxes, Depreciation and 
Amortisation but once the legacy 
debt was factored in, “the profit turns 
into a loss because of the historical 
debts of past decades under the past 
Governments”.

“Therefore, if we are able to resolve 
the legacy debt issue at FSC, we 
should see a turnaround at FSC as 
well, as the sugar industry as whole, 
and we forecast a profit more than 
$30 million at EBITDA for the next 
financial year,” he said.

On cane payment, Minister Singh 
said $85 had been guaranteed to the 
farmers for the past four years but 
for the 2022 crop, $85.26 has already 
been paid out with one more final 
cane payment to come.

The Ministry has been allocated 
$51.7 million in the new financial 
year, of which, $49.7 million will be 
for the sugar industry and $2 million 
was intended for the Mult-Ethnic 
Affairs. 

Minister Singh said out of this, 
$187,000 has been provided to hold 
the Sugar Cane Growers Council 
Election, which gives back farmers 
a voice in the affairs of the sugar 
industry.

By AZARIA FAREEN

THE Fiji Government was 
commended for recognising 
the need to increase the social 
protection allowance for the 

most vulnerable with an allocation of 
$200.2 million in the 2023-2024 National 
Budget.

While speaking in Parliament, Assistant 
Minister for Women, Children and Poverty 
Alleviation, Sashi Kiran said that this was 
by far the biggest ever allocation for the 
Ministry, especially for the social pension 
scheme.

“The Government has allocated 84 percent 
of the ministry’s total budget – (about 
$169.8 million) for the new financial year 
towards social protection programs to try to 
ensure that more than 97,000 beneficiaries 
on our various support schemes have an 
increase in their allowances,” she said.

“There is a need for us to help our 
people move off schemes such as the 
Family Assistance Scheme to improve 
incomes through economic empowerment, 
skills development and pathways for 
employment.”

“This Government recognises the 
importance of the civil society sector and 
I’m thankful for the allocation of grants 
to organisations that work towards our 
deliverables,” she added.

The $200,000 was a new allocation 
to community-based organisations that 
encourage women’s social and economic 
empowerment.

Asst. Minister Kiran said that previously, 
girls from Fiji’s 11 orphanages had to leave 
them when they turned 18 years of age.

“This year we have retained all those 
coming of age under State Care and are 

enrolling them in skills programs with 
economic pathways which will prepare 
them to enter either the job market or to use 
their skills to become entrepreneurs,” she 
said.

“The Social Welfare Department is 
committed to delivering an integrated social 
protection system with improved targeting, 
effectiveness, coverage and impact on 
poverty reduction,” she added.

“The ministry will strengthen the social 
protection sector with developing partners 
through an adaptive social protection 
strategy to better respond to recovery from 
disasters, and in mitigating the impacts of 
climate change.”

“This will include pilot parametric 
insurance with selected social assistance 
beneficiaries as a way to provide faster and 
more flexible funds to those affected by 
disasters,” Asst. Minister Kiran said.

The Pearly Gates Home in Suva has been 
allocated $100,000 which will cater for 
maintenance of equipment/infrastructure 
and administrative cost while $700,000 is 
allocated towards the refurbishment of the 
former Ba Mission Hospital complex.

By SHEENAL CHARAN

“WE will ensure 
to do more and 
deliver better 
services to our 

people with the increased budget”.
This was the assurance given by the 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
for Tourism and Civil Aviation, Viliame 
Gavoka, while contributing to the debate 
on the 2023-2024 Appropriation Bill 
2023.

The Ministry for Tourism and Civil 
Aviation has been allocated a total budget 
of $52.3 million this financial year.

The budget allocation comprises $30 
million for Tourism Fiji Marketing and 
$7 million for operations, $5 million 
for Civil Aviation Authority of Fiji, 
$1.9 million for Domestic Air Subsidy; 
and $5 million Vanua Levu Tourism 
Development Programme.

DPM Gavoka highlighted that despite 
the tourism sector contributing 40 per cent 
to the national gross domestic product 
(GDP) and creating direct and indirect 
employment, it failed to receive the 
support needed to grow Fiji’s economy.

He said the Coalition Government gave 
recognition to the ministries by setting the 
ministries on its own to better manage the 
tourism industry and revealed the areas 
the ministry would focus on.

DPM Gavoka said on community 
focus, the ministry has been allocated 
$105,000 to beef up its engagement with 
the industry and communities in the new 
financial year 

“We will work with villages who have 
natural assets like waterfalls, farms, 
culture and traditions so that we not 
only disperse the benefits of tourism but 
diversify our tourism products offering,” 
he explained.

He added that another undertaking of the 
Ministry in the new financial year would 
be the implementation of the Tourism 
Development in Vanua Levu Programme 

which was recently approved by the World 
Bank of the Executive Directors.

“The programme is valued at US$200 
million (FJ$444.7m) spread over 10 years, 
essentially looking at the sustainable 
economic growth of the Vanua Levu 
economy, as well as Taveuni, through 
destination development, investments 
in resilient infrastructure and essential 
services and improved tourism enabling 
environment and growing institutional 
capacity,” DPM Gavoka said. 

“Within the next few months, we will 
begin the first phase of implementation 
that will run from one year to six years at a 
value of US$61.5m (FJ$136.6m).”

He elaborated that in this phase, 
critical projects to improve access and 
climate resilience of essential services 
such as drainage, sewage and transport 
infrastructure will be implemented. 
This includes the Labasa and Savusavu 
domestic airports as well as an upgrade to 
the 95-kilometre road connecting the two 
towns.

The Ministry’s marketing arm – Tourism 
Fiji has also been allocated an increased 
marketing budget of $30 million from $22 
million. 

Minister Gavoka said with this budget, 
Tourism Fiji will focus on marketing 
activities across key markets.

Assistant Minister for Women, Children and 
Social Protection, Sashi Kiran in Parliament 

Photo: SUPPLIED

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Tourism 
and Civil Aviation, Viliame Gavoka on his way to 
Parliament during the debate on the 2023-2024 

National Budget. Photo: SUPPLIED

Minister for Sugar and Multi-Ethnic Affairs, Charan Jeath Singh makes a 
point during the debate on the 2023-2024 National Budget in Parliament. 

Photo: SUPPLIED
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Dairy programme receives $5.5m to revive industry

New code for wood processing to 
be introduced by Forestry

MYS to establish National 
Anti-Doping organisation

By JOSAIA RALAGO

THE Dairy Programme received 
its highest ever budget of $5.5 
million from the Government 
in the 2023-2024 National 

Budget, in a bid to prevent the industry 

from collapsing.

This was highlighted by the Assistant 

Minister for Agriculture and Waterways, 

Tomasi Tunabuna, while contributing to 

the debate on the 2023-2024 Appropriation 

Bill 2023 in Parliament recently.

Asst Minister Tunabuna highlighted that 

Fiji still imported $99 million worth of 

dairy products annually, with a huge margin 

between local supply and demand.

“The annual demand for liquid milk is 24 

million litres, and we are producing only 29 

per cent of the milk in the formal sector,” 

he said.

“This is worsened by poor genetics, old 

infrastructure, poor hygiene and nutrition 

in our dairy farms.”

Asst Minister Tunabuna said the Ministry 

has started reviewing the entire industry, 

with a budget of $800,000 on milk price 

incentive - a top-up of 18 cents for every 

litre produced by all registered dairy 

farmers in Fiji.

He highlighted that this was a relief for 

farmers but far from solving the rise in 

production costs.

“Apart from on-going works, the 

Government will be assisting farmers 

with supply of supplementary feed on one 

third and two-third basis,” Asst Minister 

Tunabuna said.

“Under the Dairy Extension Program, 

activities such as improvement to 

dairy access farm roads, milking sheds 

improvements and smallholder farms 

development will motivate the farmers to 

increase their milk production.”

He added that an allocation of $2 million 

has been set aside for the importation of 

genetic material for the dairy sector which 

will have a significant impact to the Fiji 

dairy industry.

“This is a very crucial intervention for the 

industry that had suffered badly from losses 

of good breeds of cattle due to the Bovine 

Tuberculosis & Brucellosis re-emergence 

in 2014,” Asst Minister Tunabuna said.

The Ministry of Agriculture has a total 

allocation of $95.2 million in this budget, 

which has been a major increase from the 

$37.3m in the previous budget.

By JOSAIA RALAGO

THE Ministry of Forestry will be 
introducing a New Code of Practice 
for Wood Processing Facilities 
(Sawmills and Log Yards), to ensure 

that wood resources of Fiji are treated.
This was announced by the Minister for 

Fisheries and Forestry, Kalaveti Ravu, while 
contributing to the debate on the 2023-2024 
Appropriation Bill 2023 in Parliament recently, 
said that under the Code, the Ministry would 
be committed to enhancing efficiency in overall 
sawmilling and log yard operations - to improve 
production, quality, and reduce waste.

“The Code will support current forest 
legislation and policy and will also ensure that 
the wood resources of Fiji are processed to 
optimise economic and social benefits in an 
environmentally responsible manner, consistent 
with Fiji’s commitment to sustainable forest 
management,” Minister Ravu said.

“With the recent outbreak of termites in the 
Western division, the New Code is a timely 
addition to the Forestry law.”

“By focusing on timber treatment and quality, 
we can help to control the infestation of termites 
and stop the supply of sub-standard timber in the 
market,” he explained.

Meanwhile, the Ministry is also reviewing the 

1992 Fiji Forest Act, to ensure a solid foundation 
for forest activities.

“With input from forest stakeholders and the 
public, the updated Act will address present 
deficiencies in guidelines and processes to align 
with international commitment, best practices 
and national developments particularly in climate 
change,” Minister Ravu said.

He added that the reviewed Act will champion all 
aspects of sustainable forest management, climate 
change, forest carbon trade as well as recent 
developments in policy and administration of the 
forest sector.

On balancing economic activity with conservation, 
Minister Ravu said $2.5 million has been allocated 
to the restoration of degraded forests.

“This will be done through extensive monitoring, 
undertaking beat up, enhancing quality seed 
collection, propagation and planting protocols. 
The previous administration only focussed on 
getting numbers on the scoreboard without ever 
considering the survival rate of what is planted.”

Furthermore, Minister Ravu said the Ministry 
welcomes the $2million allocation for Reducing 
Emissions from Deforestation and Forest 
Degradation (REDD+) which will be used to 
support the implementation phases of the Emission 
Reduction Programme in 20 districts of 177 
villages.

By MEREANI GONEDUA

THE new budgetary 
allocation for youth and 
sports development has 
the provisions for the 

establishment of a National Anti-
Doping Organisation for Fiji.

This was announced by the 
Minister for Youth and Sports, 
Jese Saukuru, during the recent 
Parliament sitting to the debate on 
the 2023-2024 Appropriation Bill 
2023.

Minister Saukuru emphasised the 
Ministry’s commitment to uphold 
international standards, promoting 
clean sports and progressively as 
part of the Ministry’s Strategic 
Plan, to equip the organisation 
with the infrastructure, personnel 
and testing facilities required to 
effectively carry out its mandate.

“The organisation will play a 
pivotal role in implementing robust 
anti-doping policies, conducting 
thorough testing procedures and 
educating athletes about the dangers 
and consequences of doping. By 
doing so, we not only safeguard 
the health and well-being of our 
athletes, but also maintain a level 
playing field for a fair competition.”

Minister Saukuru stated that 
Fiji has witnessed remarkable 
achievements and outstanding 
performances by its athletes at 
various international sporting 
events and these accomplishments 
have brought immense pride and 
joy to the nation, inspiring young 
athletes and capturing the attention 

of the global sporing community.
“With such success, it becomes 

inclusively crucial for us to 
prioritise anti-doping measures to 
protect the integrity of our athletes 
and reputation of our sporting 
achievements. And as an immediate 
need, we must emphasise and 
promote clean and fair competition, 
ensuring that our athletes participate 
in sports with integrity and without 
resorting to performance-enhancing 
substances.”

Minister Saukuru commended 
the Government for recognising 
the immense possibilities that lie 
within the world of sports.

“The returns of investments 
are not merely financial but 
extend to social, cultural and 
national pride. By supporting our 
athletes, investing in coaching 
and community development and 
unlocking under potential in our 
communities, we create a future 
where Fiji is renowned for its 
sporting excellence,” he said.

Minister for Youth and Sports, Jese 
Saukuru speaks in Parliament during 

the debate on the 2023-2024 National 
Budget. Photo: SUPPLIED

The Dairy Programme received a $5.5 million budget to revive the industry which is near collapse. 
Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO

Minister for Fisheries and Forestry, Kalaveti Ravu speaks to Ministry of Agriculture staff during the World 
Desertification and Drought Day celebration at Nawailevu Village School in Bua. Photo: SUPPLIED
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Northern Division to host secondary 
school rugby competition

By AZARIA FAREEN
 

FOR the first time in 84 years of secondary school 
rugby competitions, this year, the competition will 
be held in the Northern Division.
This followed the presentation of a i-sevusevu 

to the President, Ratu Wiliame Katonivere from the Fiji 
Secondary School Rugby Union (FSSRU) at the State 
House earlier this week.
In commending the initiative, President Katonivere said 
that through this “the school students in Vanua Levu will 
experience the excitement that secondary school rugby 
competitions offer”.
 “Times are changing amongst our children – their 
mannerisms and their physique. The seed you are sowing is 
not only positively impacting the lives of our children but 
has also lifted the living standards of our country,” he said. 
“This is evident in how they are nurtured in school and 
in other fields, especially when they are participating in 
rugby,” he added. 
“The FSSRU is doing a great job in uplifting secondary 
school rugby and I believe that there is always room for 
improvement on how students are guided in their rugby 
passion, especially in equipping them for a life outside of 
sports.” 
President Katonivere shared his delight at rugby being a 
favorite sport of the nation reaching pinnacle as many of 
Fiji’s well-known players all started from secondary school 
rugby.
The Fiji Rugby Union (FRU) will be working closely with 
schools in training and educating the teachers to be able to 
produce a complete player on and off the field. 
This was one of the ways to present FRU’s vision and 
strengthen the ties with the secondary school’s rugby. 

The President, Ratu Wiliame Katonivere with First Lady, Filomena Katonivere and the Fiji Secondary School Rugby Union members. Photo: ILISAPECI TUIVALE
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Noda Noda VitiViti

SA tubu vinaka na kabani na Fiji Ports ena 
yabaki vakailavo ni 2022 me vaka ni ciqoma 
kina e $10milioni.
Mai vakadewataki  na tubu vakailavo ni kabani 
oqo ki na liuliu ni matanitu, Paraiminisita 
Sitiveni Rabuka
Era vakavinaka taka na kabani na Fii Airports 
ka vakakina oira na manidia ni kabani na liuliu 
ni matanitu, Paraiminisita Sitiveni Rabuka.
Vakaraitaka ko Paraiminisita Rabuka ni 
veivakauqeti na kena tubu vakailavo na 
kabani dina ga ni tiko na bolebole vakailavo 
vakabisinisi.
Vakaraitaka na jeameni ni board ko Haskmukh 
Patel ni sa sauma kina matanitu e $175milioni 
ena tubu ni vakatubuilavo ni kabani ena loma 
ni ono na yabaki nib era na COVID19.
Kuria ko Patel ni bera $10 milioni na tubu oqo 
ena rawa ni vukea na matanitu mena qarava 
kina nona itavi ni qarava na noda vanua.
Na nodra board era sa nuideitikoga nira na 
solia tiko na nodra vinaka kece ni veiqaravi 
vua na matanitu me rawati tikoga kina na tubu.

Tubu vakailavo e $10milioni na Tubu vakailavo e $10milioni na 
kabani ni Fiji Airportskabani ni Fiji Airports

Era ciqoma tiko ko Paraiminisita Sitiveni Rabuka na jeke mai vua na jeameni ni board ni Fiji Airports Haskmukh Patel. 
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ERA laki talanoa na vukevuke ni liuliu ni 
matanitu ena noda vanua, Minisita ni 
Veivoli, Bisinisi kei na Vakauitukutuku, 
Manoa Kamikamica kei na liuliu ni World 

Trade Organisation, Dr Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala.
Vakaraitaka ko Minisita Kamikamica na sasaga nei 
Viti ena veivoli ena monalivaliva ka vakakina ena 
tubu ni tabana ni bisinisi oqo ena monalivaliva.

Erau sota na liuliu erua ena boseka ni kena dikevi 
talega na lawa baleti Viti ena tabana ni veivoli kei na 
bisinisi.
Era vakadewa taka nodra vakavinavinaka vu a na 
Minisita ko Dr Okonjo-Iweala ena nodra winitaka 
nodra dabedabe ni veidigidigi ka vakakina nodra ca-
beta na itutu ni veiqaravi vaka Minisita ni Veivoli.
Kuria ko koya ni oqo edua na ikalawa vinaka vei Viti 

baleta ni rawa kina ni laveta cake talega na nodra 
itagede ni veiqaravi ena vuravura.
Vakaraitaka ko Minisita Kamikamica ni levu saraga 
na vei ulutaga vinaka eratou veitalanoa kina ka nanu-
mi ni rawa ni vukea na veiqaravi ena veivoli.
Vakaraitaka na liuliu ni WTO ni toso cake tikoga na 
tubu nei Viti dina walega ni tiko na dredre se i bole-
bole ni vakatubuilavo.

Veivosaki noda vukevuke ni Veivosaki noda vukevuke ni 
Paraiminisita kei na liuliu ni WTOParaiminisita kei na liuliu ni WTO

Ko Minisita Kamikamica kei ira na ivakalesilesi ni WTO kei na kena liuliu, Dr Ngozi Okonjo-IwealaKo Minisita Kamikamica kei ira na ivakalesilesi ni WTO kei na kena liuliu, Dr Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala

ITAKITAKI E NA LOMA NI MACAWA
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SA mai rawata na kabani na Energy Fiji Limited, 
se EFL edua na rawaka vakailavo levu ni tubu 
vakayabaki, 
Era mai solia kina vua na matanitu e $20.7mil-

ioni (51 na pasede) vua na kabani na Sevens Pacific Pte 
Ltd e $17.9milioni (44 na pasede) kei na $2.03milioni 
vua na kabani na Central Share Registry. 
Marautaka na Vukevuke ni Paraiminisita, Minisita 
ni Ilavo, Professor Biman Prasad na nodra ciqoma na 
ilavo levu vaka tubu mai na dua na kabani ni matanitu 
vakai EFL.
Na kabani na EFL edua na kabani ni matanitu ka vaka-
sea kina ka vakasucuma na livaliva ena veiyasai Viti.
E 51% na sea ni matanitu, 44% na sea ni Seven Pacific 
Pte Ltd kei na 5 % ena Central Share Registry
Vakaraitaka na Vukevuke ni Paraiminisita ka Minisita 
ni Ilavo ni noda vanua na nodra vakavinavinaka vua na 
kabani ni EFL keiratou na kena timi vaka manidia ena 
nodra cakacaka gumatua me baleti ira na lewenivanua 
e Viti vakabibi ena kena vakasucumi ka vakadrodroi 
yani na livaliva me semati Viti raraba.
Kuria ko Professor Prasad ni Matanitu Cokovata ni 
Peoples Alliance, National Federation party kei na Social 
Democratic Liberal Party ena tomana tikoga na cakaca-
ka ni veiqaravi me rawati kina na veivakalivalivataki ena 
veiyasai Viti vakauasivi ena veiyasani vanua taudaku ni 
koro lelevu.
Vakaraitaka ko Professor Prasad ni sa kila deivaki tu 
na Matanitu Cokovata na bibi ni kena vakadrodroi na 
livaliva me baleta na cakacaka ni vakatubuilavo ni noda 
matanitu. Sa nona itavi talega na matanitu me dau vukea 
na lewenivanua ena kena veisemati ni livaliva.
Sa vota na matanitu e $7.1milioni me baleta na kena 
vakatetei na veivakalivaliva taki ka sa saumi $4.1milioni 
vei EFL.
Kuria ko Professor Prasad ni matanitu ena gadreva sara-
ga vakaukauwa me laveti cake na veiqaravi ni veivakal-
ivalivataki me yacova na 100%

Ciqomi e $20.7 na tubu ni matanitu Ciqomi e $20.7 na tubu ni matanitu 
ena tabana ni veivakalivalivatakiena tabana ni veivakalivalivataki

Ko Minisita ni Ilavo, Professor Biman Prasad kei ira na ivakalesilesi ni kabani era taukena se ra vaka sea ena EFL.Ko Minisita ni Ilavo, Professor Biman Prasad kei ira na ivakalesilesi ni kabani era taukena se ra vaka sea ena EFL.
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Ko Vunilawa Siromi Turaga kei ira na loya main a Pasivika ena boseka ni vakatutu baleta na draki veisau kei na veilawa ena noda Pasivika. 

Oqori na nodra vosa na Vunilawa 
Siromi Turaga ena nodra laki dolava 
na nodra vuli na loya ena dolavi ni 
regional writeshop for pacific island 
submissions kina interational court 
of justice.
Sa tiko na neitou tuvatuva ni 2050 
kei na veiyalayalati ena wasawasa 
karakarawa ka laurai kina na veise-
mati ena dodonu vakatamata, itovo 
vakavanua kei na vakabauta.
Kuria ko Vunilawa Turaga ni Pasivi-
ka edua na vanua esa sotava tiko na 
voravora ni veisau ni draki. 
Na vuli siga tolu oya ena solia veira 
na loya edua na gauna vinaka mera 
vakila kina na veika e bolea tiko na 
nodra Pasivika ka uasivi na nodra 
dodonu na lewenivanua.
Na Regional Writeshop on Pacific 
Island Countries’ Submissions to 
the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) Advisory Opinion on Climate 
Change edua na vatavata ni veiqa-
ravi nodra na loya ena pasivika ka 
mera dau raica kina na veilawa era-
wa ni buli me baleta na pasivika
Na inaki levu tiko oy ana kena vukei 
na vakaitorocaketaki ni veilawa eso 
edau biu cake ka vakakina na drake 
veisau.
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Era soqova na vakaso ni wai vou e Vunida-
wa, Naitasiri na Turaga kei na Marama e na 
vanua veivolekata e na ke na lai dola e na 
mataka ni siga Lotulevu na ika29 ni siga ni 

vula ko Jiune. 
Dua na veivakatorocaketaki ka bibi sara e na vanua 
vaka Vunidawa ni sa qai rawa ki vei ira na lewe ni 
vanua me ra guniva na wai savasava ka vakadewa 
taki e na kena iwalewale ka sa vakayagataki tiko e na 
gauna oqo.
 Era vakaitavi e na dola  vakamatanitu ni vakaso ni 
wai na Turaga na Minisita o Ro Filipe Tuisawau ka ra 
vakaraitaka na bibi ni veivakatorocaketaki e sa dabe 
toka e na nodratou qele na koro o Naqara e na tikina 
o Waima. 
“Dina ni a mai bolei vaka levu na noda vanua e na 
dredre e kauta mai na mate dewa na Covid-19, I’a e 
sega ni guce na matanitu e na  kena segati na veivaka-
torocaketaki vaka oqo me laveti kina na nomuni bula 
na lewe ni vanua,” e ra kaya na Minisita. 
“Na isau vakailavo ni veivakatorocaketaki qo e tiko e 
na 3.3 na Milioni na Dola ka ra na gunu mai kina 3 e 
rauta ni 1,100 na lewe ni vanua.”
Tomana na Minista ka kaya ni okati tale ga e na caka-
caka levu oya na isema ni paipo vovou ka rawa ni ra 
gunu mai kina o ira e ra gadreva na wai savasava.
 “Na vakaso ni wai qo e rawa ni pamu taka tiko mtai 
e 500,000 na lita e na dua na siga ka veiqaravi tale ga e 
na gauna ni leqa tubu koso me vaka ni dabe tale toka 
ga kina e dua na idini ni livaliva me vukea e na gauna 
e vakaleqai kina na drodro ni livaliva,” e vakaraitaka 
ko Hon Tuisawau. 
Vakaraitaka o Uraia Rakavono na Turaga ni Naqara, 
ni ra marautaka vakalevu na veivakatorocaketaki ni 
wai ka sa dolava na Turaga na Minisita. 
“Au se gone lailai e sa tekivutaki kina na sasaga ni 
wai e na noqu koro vakaturga. Lai takoso taki mai 
Waidewara na paipo kena oena gacagaca e na 1960 
vakacaca.” 
“Dina ni sa tu na wai e na gauna ya ia e keimami bolei 
voli ga ni sega ni wai vakasavasava taki ka dau sega ni 
gunuvi rawa e na gauna ni dave me vaka ni dau vuvu 
sara vakalevu na wai,” e kaya ko Rakavono.
“Sa keimami vakavinavinaka kina ki na matanitu e 
na veivakatorocaketaki levu qo ni sa mai walia e dua 
na leqa ka keimami sotava voli mai e na veiyabaki sa 
sivi.”

DOLA NA SO NI WAI E VUNIDAWA

Ko Minisita ni Veivakatorocaketaki Lelevu, Ro Filipe Tuisawau ena dola ni wai mai Vunidawa.Ko Minisita ni Veivakatorocaketaki Lelevu, Ro Filipe Tuisawau ena dola ni wai mai Vunidawa.
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E ra lai dolava vakamatanitu na  ikelekele ni 
waqa vou e na koro ko Muanaira e na tikina 
o Vutia, Rewa na Minisita ni Veicakacaka 
Lelevu, Veitosoyaki e Vanua Mamaca kei na 

Tabana ni Draki o Ro Filipe Tuisawau ena siga Tusiti 
na ika 27 ni siga ni vula ko Jiune.
Vakayacori na soqo e na koro vaka Turaga o Muanai-
ra ka ra tiko kina na lewe ni tikina o Vutia e na nodra 
lai duavata e na soqo lagilagi ka lai vakaitavi kina na 
nodra mata ki na Bose Lawa ko Ro Filipe Tuisawau.
Na isau ni veivakatorocaketaki qo e $15 na Udolu ka 
rau vakaitavi kina na Matabose ni Veivakatorocaket-
aki ni Tikina kei na matanitu. 
“Na cakacaka qo e rawati e na duavata ka rau caka-
caka vata kina na nomuni matanitu kei na nomudou 
matabose ni veivakatorocaketaki e na loma ni tikina 
vaturaga,” e kaya ko Minisita Tuisawau. 
“E sega ni cakitaki na dredre ni vanua o ni bula voli 
kina, ia na nomuni sasaga sa mai rawa kina na wavu 
sa dola nikua ka sa nuitaki ni na vuqa sara na noda 
cakacaka vata me rawati kina na veika vinaka e na 
loma ni tikina.” 
“Gadrevi tale ga kina nanomuni tokona na nodratou 
itavi na nomuni Matabose ni Veikatorocaketaki e na 
kena qaqacotaki na vei tuvatuva e so sa tiko me baleta 
na Tikina Vaturaga o Vutia,” e ra kaya na Minisita.
E a vosa e na vuku ni Matabose ni Veivakatoroca-
ketaki ni Tikina o Uraia Waibuta ka ra vakavinavi-
nakataka na Matanitu Cokovata e na kena tokoni na 
na sasaga ni tikina.
 “Na wavu qo e tiko e na loma ni tuvatuva levu vakay-
abaki ni veivakatorocaketaki e na loma ni tikina, ka 
keimami sa vakavinavinaka vakalevu sara e na veito-
koni mai na matanitu rawa kina me vakavotukana na 
sasaga yaga qo,” e kaya ko Waibuta.

RAWA NA WAVU E NA 
CAKACAKA VATA 

E ra lai dolava vakamatanitu na  ikelekele ni waqa viu e na koro ko Muanaira e na tikina o Vutia, Rewa na Minisita ni Veicakacaka Lelevu, Veitosoyaki 
e Vanua Mamaca kei na Tabana ni Draki o Ro Filipe Tuisawau ena siga Tusiti na ika 27 ni siga ni vula ko Jiune.



Noda Noda VitiViti

NA qito ni Fiji Spartan Tri-
fecta ena uqeta mai na sara-
vanua ka vakakina oira era 
mai vakaitavi ena qito.

Vakaraitaka ko Vukevuke ni liuliu ni 
matanitu, Minisita ni Saravanua kei na 
Veivukayaki, Viliame Gavoka na tikina 
oqo ena nodra dolava na soqo ni qito 
oqo mai Nadi.
Kuria ko Minisita Gavoka ni rawa ni 
uqeta ka kauta mai na tubu ni bisinisi ni 

saravanua kei na ilavo ena noda vanua.
Ena rawa ni laveta cake na vakatage-
degede ni veiqaravi ena saravanua ena 
kena maketetaki talega na yacai Viti ena 
vuravura ni saravanua ena vuravura ka 
vakakina ena kena rawati vakalevu na 
tubu ena ilavo ni saravanua.
Na fika ni saravanua esa tubu ena 2.5% 
ka sa kena ibalebale ni sa na tubu oqori 
ena 102.5%. Baleta nira na mai tiko vak-
abalavu na saravanua ena noda veiotela.

Uqeta na qito saravanua na Uqeta na qito saravanua na 
Fiji Spartan Trifecta Fiji Spartan Trifecta 

Ko Minisita ni Saravanua, Viliame Gavoka ena dola ni soqo oqo mai na muaira kei Viti.
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ronl dyv

g@b\6n srk[r k[ m[nn[ hY ik hm[rI 
Sv[S%8 syv[ao\ ko s[v]jink Sv[S%8 
dyw7[l pr ifr sy ^8[n kyiNd=t krny 
sy gYr-s\k=[mk bIm[ir8o\ sy inp2ny my\ 
mdd imlygI, jo hm[ry dy9 my\ sm8 sy 
phly mOt hony k[ p=muw k[r4 hY, s[5 
hI Ek SvS5 jIvn 9YlI ko b#>[v[ dyg[|
kyNsr pr j[gRkt[ l[ny v[ly mhIny 
k[ ivmocn krty huE Ap p=6[n m\t=I 
t5[ f[8nyNs m\t=I m[nnI8 ibm[n p=s[d 
ny Eys[ kh[| Ap p=6[n m\t=I ny kh[ ik 
fIjI my\ sbsy a[m kyNsr hY ‘aK8U2 
lImfoBl[iS2k lUkyim8[ ijsky b[d 
a[t[ hY b=yn 2Umr|
‘du:w kI b[t hY ik hr s[l hm fIjI 
my\ bIs mrIj> bCco\ ko wo dyty hY\| es-

ilE 8h byhd j>RrI hY ik bcpn my\ hony 
v[ly kY\sr pr ai6k j[gRkt[ b#>[ny 
kI ij>Mmyd[rI hm sbko A@[nI c[ihE| 
8hI vjh hY ik K8o g@b{6n srk[r ny 
Sv[S%8 m\t=[l8 ko kul 453.7 imil8n 
3olr k[ bj2 id8[ hY ijsmy\ ipqly 
s[l ky iml[n my\ 58.6 imil8n 3olr 
kI v~iD kI ge] hY| s[v]jink Sv[S%8 
syv[ao\ ko b#>[ny ky ilE a[@ imil8n 
3olr k[ bj2 ink[l[ g8[ hY|
duin8[ 7r my\ s7I Am= ky log kY\sr 
sy pIi3>t hoty hY\ t5[ hm smzty hY\ ik 
gYr-s\k=[mk bIm[ir8o\ sy l3>n[ a[s[n 
nhI\ hog[ ijsmy\ kuq ivk[s hony my\ s[lo\ 
lg skty hY\ lyikn hmy\ jLd sy a[gy 
b#>n[ hY|
‘esy rokny ky ilE in4[]8k kdm 
A@[ny ky bj[8 a[6y-a6Ury trIky sy 

p=7[vo\ ko k[bU my\ krny my\ phly hI ke] 
s[l brb[d ho cuky hY\| Ap p=6[n 
m\t=I p=s[d ny a[gy kh[ ik esIilE 
es bIm[rI sy l3>ny ky ilE g@b{6n 
srk[r Sv[S%8 m\t=[l8 ky m[f]t v[aos 
(WOWS) ik3<s fIjI, sUv[ t5[ 
lOtok[ aSpt[l, fIjI kY\sr sos[e]2I 
ky s[5 imlkr k[m kr rhI hY| m\t=I 
p=s[d ny v[aos (WOWS) ik3<s fIjI 
ky k[m kI sr[hn[ kI hY jo lg[t[r 
kY\sr sy pIi3>t bCco\ aOr Anky pirv[r 
ky ilE k[8] krty h\Y| fIjI aN8 
p=9[NtI8 HIpo\ ky bCco\ k[ 7I kY\sr k[ 
7I el[j 8h[{ fIjI my\ krt[ hY, a7I 
kul iml[kr b8[sI 82 bCcy ijnkI 
Am= p[{c mhIny sy lykr a@[rh s[l ky 
bIc hY kI dyw7[l fIjI ky ivi7Nn 
el[ko\ my\ ho rhy hY\| hm s7I ko ai6k 

jor-9or sy av[j> A@[nI c[ihE t[ik 
hm[ry 8uv[ roig8o ko svo]tm Sv[S%8 syv[ 
sh[8t[ iml sky ijskI ANhy\ j>Rrt 
hY| v[aos (WOWS) ik3<s fIjI kI 
kO-f[AN3r sIn[ k[mI k[ khn[ hY ik 
bCco\ kI j[n bc[n[ mhTvpU4] hY jo ik 
a[m jnt[ t5[ srk[r ky sh8og sy 
sM7v hot[ hY| _ImtI k[mI k[ khn[ hY 
ik AnkI s\S5[ k[ lX8 hY hr s[l tIn 
l[w 3olr $300,000 b2orn[ t[ik vy 
bCco\ ko sh[r[ dy sky aOr ANhy\ j>RrI 
el[j, 8[t[8[t t5[ dv[e]8o\ sy mdd 
kr sky\| ANho\ny s7I V8[p[irk sm[j, 
smud[8o\ t5[ pirv[ro\ sy m[{g kI hY ik 
ANhy\ kyvl p\d=[h imn2 dy\ t[ik AnkI 
2Im agSt mhIny my\ bcpn my\ hony v[ly 
kY\sr pr j[gRkt[ l[ sky|

kY\sr pr aOr j[gRkt[ kI byhd j>Rrt
7

 Ap p=6[n m\t=I t5[ f[8nyNs m\t=I m[nnI8 ibm[n p=s[d kYNsr pr j[gRkt[ l[ny v[ly mhIny k[ ivmocn krty huE, kuq bCco\ ky s[5      ict= : ninsy ne]iml[



ronl dyv

sm[c[r m[^8mo\ my\ a[E idn dI ge] 
irpo2] ik il\Ks EMploEmN2 ky s[5 
k[m krny v[ly p=9[NtI8 HIpo\ ky 
km]c[ir8o\ ky s[5 a[roipt duV8]vh[r 
ho rhy h\Y, roj>g[r m\t=I m[nnI8 aiGn 
dyv is\h ny 8h SpQ2 ik8[ hY ik 
p[m] skIm ky tht fIjI k[ koe] 
7I n[girk es kMpnI ky s[5 k[m 
nhI\ kr rh[ hY| m\t=I is\h ny a[gy 
p=k[9 3[l[ ik aoS2+yil8[ my\ roj>g[r 
ky avsro\ ky ilE fIijv[is8o\ kI 
7tI] ky ilE sUcI my\ a7I il\Ks 
EMploEmN2 ko 9[iml nhI\ ik8[ 
g8[ hY| fIjI, mj>dUro\ ko 7tI] krny 
v[lI Ek kMpnI ky s[5 imlkr 
k[m kr rhI 5I jb ANhy\ i9k[8t 
imlI 5I ik b[rh km]c[rI jo a7I 
aOS2+yil8[ my\ k[m kr rhy h\Y, Ek 
mj>dUr m[ilk ky s[5 k[m krty 
vKt kuq ki@n[e]8o\ k[ s[mn[ 

kr rhy 5y ijs k[r4 sy ANhy\ dUsry 
mj>dUr m[ilk ky nIcy k[m krny ky 
ilE 7tI] ik8[ g8[ 5[| m\t=I is\h 
ny aoS2+yil8n srk[r ky s[5 vuv[ly 
s[zyd[rI V8vS5[ ky tht tYn[t 
fIjI km]c[ir8o\ ky ai6k[ro\ aOr 
7l[e] kI rx[ krny kI puiQ2 kI hY| 
‘g@b{6n srk[r, fIjI km]c[ir8o\ 
kI 7l[e] aOr surx[ suini(ct krny 
ky ilE aoS2+yil8n srk[r aOr 
s\b\i6t ai6k[ir8o\ ky s[5 imlkr 
k[m krny ky ilE p=itbD hY, 
aOr duV8]vh[r ky iksI 7I m[mly 
sy aOS2+yil8[ my\ m\it=8o\ H[r[ inp2[ 
j[Eyg[| es p=itbDt[ ko h[isl 
krny ky ilE, aoS2+yil8n srk[r 
ny aoS2+yil8[ my\ iS5t Ek s\pk] 
ai6k[rI kI in8uiKt ky ilE 
a[i5]k sh[8t[ dI hY jbik es s[l 
ky ilE fIjI srk[r ny 7I Ek s\
pk] ai6k[rI aOr Ek 2ol f=I l[e]
n ky ilE 6n alg ik8[ hY|

ronl dyv

wr[b mOiwk Sv[S%8 aOr SvCqt[ ky p=7[v sy kY\sr, 
m6um8 t5[ imgI] jYsy rogo\ ky s[5 as\k=[mk bIm[ir8[{ 
ho sktI h\Y| esilE 8h ^8[n my\ rwn[ j>RrI hY ik 
mOiwk Sv[S%8 s[m[N8 Sv[S%8 k[ ai7Nn a\g hY K8o\
ik 8h V8iKt ko dYink a[6[r pr b[tcIt, sm[j my\ 
7[g lyny aOr apny Adyd<(8 ko p=[Pt krny my\ sh[8t[ 
aOr pUrk krt[ hY| a7I h[l hI pyl] irj>o2] my\ a[8oijt 
q@y p=9[NtI8 HIpo\ ky cIf 3yN2l aoifss sMmyln ky 
r[it= 7oj my\ r[Q2+pit mh[mhIm r[tU ivil8[my k[toinvyry 
ny apny 7[Q[4 my\ Eys[ kh[| fIjI aOr p=9[Nt ky 
lg7g s)r iv9yQ[0o\ ny es c[r idno\ ky sMmyln my\ 
7[g il8[ ijsk[ muW8 Adyd<(8 5[ mOiwk Sv[S%8 
kI cunOit8o\ k[ sm[6[n krn[, p=9[Nt xyt= my\ syv[ao\ 
aOr mOiwk Sv[S%8 dyw7[l my\ su6[r l[n[| r[Q2+pit 
ny mOiwk Sv[S%8 pr j>or id8[ K8o\ik wr[b mOiwk 
SvCqt[ sy aOr 7I ai6k Sv[S%8 joiwm ho skty hY\| 
“mOiwk Sv[S%8 hm[ry jIvn ky dOr[n i7Nn-i7Nn hot[ 
hY jo ik bcpn sy lykr bu#>[py tk| mY\ koe] d[{to\ k[ 
3[K2r nhI\ hU{ lyikn myry V8iKtgt d[{to\ ky 3[K2r sy 
pt[ cl[ ik agr k[bU my\ n rw[ j[E to mu{h ky aNdr 
bYK2Iir8[ b#> skty hY\ aOr wUn my\ p=vy9 krky 9rIr ky 
aN8 ihSsy pr bur[ asr 3[l skty h\Y|
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wr[b mOiwk SvCqt[ sy aOr 7I ai6k Sv[S%8 joiwm

aoS2+yil8[ my\ il\Ks EMploEmN2 ky s[5 fIjI 
k[ koe] 7I km]c[rI k[m nhI\ kr rh[ hY

fIjI E8rpo2 ny a\tirm i3iv3N2 ky 
tOr pr ds imil8n 3olr 7r[

ronl dyv

fIjI E8rpo2 ny a\tirm i3iv3N2 ky tOr 
pr fIjI srk[r ko ds imil8n 3olr 
k[ Ek cyk id8[ hY| 
cyk SvIk[r krty huE, p=6[n m\t=I t5[ 
piBlk EN2rp=[e]ss m\t=I m[nnI8 isit-
vynI rMbUk[ ny fIjI E8rpo2 ky mynyjmN2 
t5[ km]c[ir8o\ ko AnkI k3>I myhnt aOr 
inQ@[ ky ilE 6N8v[d id8[| ANho\nyy kh[ 
ik 8h j[nn[ ATs[hjnk hY ik mh[m[rI 
ky k[r4 ATpNn cunOit8o\ ky b[vjUd, 
fIjI E8rpo2 ny kuq 8ojn[ao\ pr ifr 
sy ivc[r ik8[ hY t5[ ANhy\ p=[5imkt[ 
dI hY ijnmy\ n[NdI hv[e] a3<3[ ky al[v[ 
b[hrI HIpo\ kI hv[e] pi2<28[{ 9[iml hY\ 
jbik ipqly kuq mhIno\ my\ dyw[ g8[ hY 
ik 2UirS2o\ kI s\W8[, koiv3 v[ly sm8 
sy phly v[ly idno\ sy 7I J8[d[ ho g8[ hY|

p=6[n m\t=I ny fIjI E8rpo2<s bo3] mynyjmN2 
kI 7I p=s\9[ kI ijNhony iksI 7I km]c[rI 
ko 1r 7yjy ibn[ lg[t[r wc] my\ k2OtI kI 
t5[ a[gy b#>ny kI 8ojn[ bn[e]| 
fIjI E8rpo2<s bo3] cy8rmyn hsmuw 
p2yl ny kh[ ik koiv3 sy phly ipqly 
q: s[lo\ my\ kMpnI ny srk[r ko i3iv3N2 
ky tOr pr Ek sO pch)r imil8n 3olr 
7r[ hY jbik a\tirm i3iv3N2 ky tOr pr 
ds imil8n 3olr id8[ jo srk[r ky ilE 
f[8dym\d ho skt[ hY K8o\ik 8h srk[r 
kI alg sy a[mdnI hY ijsk[ Ap8og 
ivi7Nn 8ojn[Ey\ pUrI krny 8[ dy9 ky a[i5]
k ivk[s k[ sm5]n krny ky ilE ik8[ 
j[ skt[ hY|
p2yl ny kh[ ik bo3] a[9[v[dI hY t5[ vy 
^8[n my\ rwy\gy ik 7ivQ8 my\ srk[r ko aOr 
b3>I rkm k[ 7ugt[n ik8[ j[E|

p=6[n m\t=I m[nnI8 isitvynI rMbUk[, i9x[ m\t=I m[nnI8 asyrI r{3+o3+o t5[ rojg[r m\t=I m[nnI8 aiGn dyv is\h 
s\sdI8 bY@k ky b[d s\sd 7vn ky aNdr                                     ict=: p=d[n ik8[ g8[
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ronl dyv

amyirk[ ny v[i9\g2n 3I sI my\ fIjI 
ky r[jni8k im9n ko ifr sy 
wolny kI p=itbDt[ ky ilE pIpLs 
g@b{6n srk[r kI sr[hn[ kI hY|
h[lhI my\ p=6[n m\t=I t5[ ivdy9 m\t=I 
m[nnI8 isitvynI rMbUk[ ny 1oQ[4[ 
kI 5I ik fIjI tIn r[jni8k 
im9n, v[i9\g2n 3I. sI. Kv[l[lMpur 
mlyi98[ t5[ po2] mosbI p[pua[ N8U 
ignI my\ v[ps wolyg[ t[ik fIjI 
en dy9o\ my\ ApiS5it bh[l kr sky, 
jo p=muw surx[ aOr ivk[s 7[gId[r 
rhy hY\ aOr bny rhy\gy| es 1oQ[4[ k[ 
Sv[gt krtI hue] fIjI my\ amirkI 
r[jdUt mh[mhIm mrI 3[moyr ny kh[ 
ik amyirk[ fIjI H[r[ v[i9\g2n 
3I.sI my\ apny im9n ko ifr sy 
wolny k[ j>or-to3> sy sm5]n krt[ 
hY aOr essy sh8og b#>ny kI a[9[ 

krt[ hY| ANho\ny kh[ ik 8h xyit=8 
surx[, a[i5]k aOr ivk[s sh8og my\ 
dono\ dy9o\ ky bIc sh8og ky Str ko 
ghr[ krny kI id9[ my\ Ek mhTvpU4] 
kdm hY| ivdy9 m\t=[l8 ky pymnN2 
sk=y2rI 3[K2r lyiskI-mdua[t[ ny 
a[gy kh[ ik v[i9\g2n my\ fIjI ky 
im9n ko pUrI trh sy s\c[ilt krny, 
a5]-V8vS5[ aOr V8[p[r. 2Uirj>m, 
pu{jI lg[ny, rx[ aOr surx[, mOsm my\ 
ho rhy bdl[v, m[nvI8 sh[8t[ t5[ 
p=[k~itk ivpi) ky b[d sh[8t[ dyny 
ky ilE fIjI aOr amyirk[ sh8og 
ko mjbUt krny ky ilE k[m p=git 
pr hY| ANho\ny es s[l sUv[ my\ amy-
irkI a\tr[]Q2+I8 ivk[s Ejy\sI k[ 
df<tr wolny kI amirkI srk[r 
kI p=itbDt[ k[ Sv[gt ik8[ jo 
fIjI my\ s[m[jo\ kI sh[8t[ ky ilE 
ink2 sh8og ky nE avsro\ ko 
Aj[gr kryg[|

ronl dyv

p=6[n m\t=I isitvynI rMbUk[ ny h[l hI ryv[ 
p=[{itE k[AiNsl kI s7[ my\ e]-tAkye], 
ivr[st t5[ kl[ m\t=[l8 ky mhTvpU4] 
8ogd[n pr j>or id8[| 8h s7[ nvUso 
ag=IkLc[ 2y+in\g e\is22U2 pr hue] 5I| 
p=6[n m\t=I ny fIjI kI sm~D s[{Sk~itk 
ivr[st ko s\rixt krny, e]-tAkye] 
sm[j ko s9Kt bn[ny aOr xyt= my\ 
s[m[ijk-a[i5]k ivk[s ko b#>[v[ dyny 
my\ m\t=[l8 kI 7Uimk[ pr p=k[9 3[l[|
“e]-tAkye] m[mlo\, s\Sk~it, ivr[st aOr 
kl[ m\t=[l8 aCqy 9[sn aOr e]-tAkye] 
logo\ kI 7l[e] sy s\b\i6t m[mlo\ pr 
mj>bUt nIit sl[h p=d[n krny my\ 
mhTvpU4] 7Uimk[ in7[t[ hY,” p=6[n m\t=I 
rMbUk[ ny kh[| “esmy\ p[r\pirk aguv[e], 
j>mIn ky m[ilk, s[m[ijk-a[i5]k 
ivk[s aOr p=[k~itk s\s[6n p=b\6n 
9[iml h\Y| m\t=[l8 fIjI kI s[{Sk~itk 
aOr p=[k~itk ivr[st ko b#>[v[ dyny, 
s\rixt krny aOr surixt rwny ky ilE 
ivi7Nn s[\Sk~itk Ejy\is8o\ ko surixt 
krt[ hY| p=6[n m\t=I rMbUk[ ny e]-tAkye] 
s\Sk~it, rIit-irv[jo\, pr\pr[ao\, 7[Q[[ aOr 

Svdy9I ai6k[ro\ ky mhTv ko SvIk[r 
krty huE kh[ ik m\t=[l8 fIjI kI 
phc[n ky ilE j>RrI tTvo\ ko s\rixt 
krny ky ilE srk[r kI p=itbDt[ k[ 
sm5]n krny my\ mhTvpU4] 7Uimk[ in7[t[ 
hY| p=6[n m\t=I rMbUk[ ny kh[ ik srk[r, 
e]-tAkye] v[lI s\S5[Ey\ jYsy ik 
e]-tAkye] afy8s] bo3] t5[ cOdh p=[{itE 
k[AiNsl df<tro\ ko sm5]n dyn[ j[rI 

rwy\gI| en s\S5[ao\ ko srk[r kI aor 
sy g=[N2 idE gE hY\ t[ik vy apny s\b\i6t 
im9no\ ko pUr[ krny ky s[5-s[5 
e]-tAkye] m[mlo\ kI ANnit my\ 8ogd[n dy 
sk\y| ‘ku9l j>mIn s\c[ln t5[ ivv[do\ 
k[ sm[6[n krny kI suiv6[ ky ilE 
m\t=[l8, e]-tAkye] ly$3 if9rIj> 
kim9n ko sh[8t[ p=d[n krt[ hY t5[ 
j>mIn m[ilk, mqlI pk3>ny kI p=5[ 

v[ly mYd[n, g[{v kI sIm[E{, p[rMpirk 
pdo\ t5[ vol[ nI k[v[ bUl[ pr ingr[nI 
7I rwt[ hY| 2023-2024 r[Q2+I8 bj2 
my\ e]-tAkye] m[mly, s\Sk~it, ivr[st 
aOr kl[ m\t=[l8 ko 38.6 imil8n 
3olr id8[ g8[ hY ijssy fIjI kI jIv\t 
s[\Sk~itk ivr[st ko s\rixt krny aOr 
a[gy b#>[ny ky ilE srk[r kI p=itbDt[ 
ko p=di9]t krt[ hY|
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p=6[n m\t=I ny e]-tAkye] m\t=[l8 ky mhTv pr p=k[9 3[l[ 

amyirk[ ny fIjI ky ilE sm5]n kI puiQ2 
kI aOr v[i9\g2n 3I.sI. my\ r[jni8k im9n 
ko ifr sy wolny k[ Sv[gt ik8[

8un[e]23 ik\g3m fIjI ko apn[ 
inr\tr sm5]n smip]t krt[ hY

ronl dyv

roj>g[r t5[ V8vsi8k s\b\6 m\t=I 
m[nnI8 aiGn dyv is\h ny h[l my\ fIjI my\ 
ibi29 r[jdUt mh[mhIm b=[e]n joNs ky 
s[5 s7[ kI|
es mul[k[t ky dOr[n iHpxI8 s\b\6o\ ko 
b#>[v[ dyny aOr rojg[r, kO9l ivk[s 
aOr V8vs[8 ky ilE dono\ dy9o\ kI 
p=itbDt[ pr j>or id8[ g8[|
m\t=I is\h ny r[jdUt joNs k[ Sv[gt krty 
huE fIjI ky p=it ib=i29 srk[r kI phl 
ky ilE a[7[r V8Kt ik8[, s[5 hI dono\ 
dy9o\ ky bIc s[zyd[rI ko m[N8t[ dI| 
dono\ pxo\ ny a[psI iht ky ivi7Nn xyt=o\ 
ky s\b\6 my\ s[5]k cc[] kI, ijsmy\ es 

s[l do agSt sy srk[rI syv[ my\ srk[rI 
km]c[ir8o\ ky ilE poS2g=yjuE2 8oG8t[ kI 
p#>[e] krny ky ilE q[t=vi) kI py9k9 
t5[ ib=i29 syn[ my\ fIjIv[is8o\ ky rojg[r 
ky avsr 9[iml hY| a7I Ek hj>[r p[{c 
sO sy J>8[d[ fIjIv[sI, ib=i29 syn[ my\ syv[ 
p=d[n kr rhy hY\ t5[ irim2Ns ky m[^8m sy 
fIjI kI a5]-V8vS5[ my\ Anky 
inr\tr 8ogd[n kI aT8[i6k sr[hn[ kI 
j[tI hY aOr Asy SvIk[r ik8[ j[t[ hY| 
ib=2n, fIjI my\ sm[jo\ kI sh[8t[ krny 
ky Ady<(8 sy ivi7Nn phluao\ ky m[^8m sy 
fIjI kI ivk[s j>Rrto\ aOr p=[5imkt[ao\ 
k[ sm5]n kr rh[ hY|

ivdy9 m\t=[l8 ky pym]nN2 sk=y2rI 3[K2r lyiskI-mdua[t[, fIjI my\ amirkI r[jdUt mh[mhIm mrI 3[mor ky s[5 

p=6[n m\t=I m[nnI8 isitvynI rMbUk[ h[l my\ ryv[ p=[{itE k[iANsl kI s7[ ky dOr[n p=[{t ky sdS8o\ ky s[5                                                    ict=: p=d[n ik8[ g8[            
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r[Q2+pit ny jIvn Aph[r syi2ifky2 p=d[n ik8[

COP28 m\y fIjI kI a[v[j> bulNd hony kI AMmId

8U.Es.pI my\ bYiS2l idvs sm[roh 6Um-6[m sy mn[8[ g8[

 apr[6 rokn[ s7I kI ij>Mmyd[rI hY

q: mhIny k[ i99u sy5 Ej>r[ tovyhI 
ko esI mhIny puv] jIvn Aph[r 
syi2ifky2 p=d[n ik8[ g8[ jb 
Anky idl kI sfl syj]rI s[e] 
s{jIvnI bCco\ ky idl ky aSpt[l my\ 
hue]| es si2ifky2 ko dUsry jNm k[ 
syi2ifky2 kh[ j[t[ hY ijsy r[Q2+pit 

mh[mhIm, r[tU ivil8[my k[toinvyry ny 
p=d[n ik8[| 
icikTs[ py9yvro\ ko AnkI nyk syv[ 
ky ilE 6N8v[d dyty huE, r[Q2+pit 
ny kh[| ik jb a[p iksI cIj pr 
iv(v[s krty hY\, to koe] 7I cIj> 
a[pko esy h[isl krny sy nhI\ rok 

sktI hY| 
r[Q2+pit ko 8h dywkr wu9I hue] ik 
ivdy9I iv9yQ[0 aOr sUv[ aSpt[l kI 
ns], j>RrI syv[E\ p=d[n krny ky ilE 
Ek s[5 k[m kr rhI hY\| icikTs[ 
py9yvro\ ky p[s logo\ ko a[9[ aOr 
n8[ jIvn dyny k[ Aph[r hY|

Ap p=6[n m\t=I t5[ f[8nyNs m\t=I m[nnI8 ibm[n p=s[d 
ny h[lmy\ 8un[E23 arb EimrY2<s ky r[jdUt mh[mhIm 
r9Id aLgymj>I sy mul[k[t kI| 
s7[ my\ mOsm my\ ho rhy bdl[v s\b\6I ivQ[8o\ t5[ 
COP28 pr muW8 Rp sy b[ty\ hue] ijskI mynj>b[nI 
dube] kryg[ jo ik es s[l tIs nvMbr sy b[rh 
idsMbr tk hog[| fIjI p=9[NtI8 xyt= kI a[v[j> bnny 

ky ilE ATsuk hY jh[{ vo sMmyln ky dOr[n vYi(vk 
mocy] pr mOsm my\ ho rhy bdl[v ky k[r4 a[ny v[lI 
cunOit8o\ aOr asr p3>y s[m[jo\ ky ilE s[m[6[no\ pr 
Ek mjbUt Rw apn[n[ c[ht[ hY| s7[ my\ f[8nyNs 
m\t=[l8 ky pym[]nyN2 syk=2rI _I g[AN3r ky al[v[ 
8u ae] e] ky e]S2 Ei98[ t5[ p=9[NtI8 iv7[g ky 
3[8ryK2r jn[b nUh al hm[dI 7I 9[iml huE 5y|

fIjI ko pUr[ 7ros[ hY ik fIjI aOr f=[Ns ky bIc s\b\6 lg[t[r mjbUt 
ho\gy jbik hm bYiS2l idvs kI 7[vn[ aOr Ekt[, s[hs aOr d~#> 
s\kLp ky mUL8o\ sy p=yirt hokr vYi(vk cunOit8o\ pr Ek s[5 k[bU p[ty hY\| 
bYiS2l idvs sm[roh 8uinvis]2I aof] dI s[A5 pyisifk lOd[l[ kyMps 
pr mn[8[ g8[| es sm[roh my\ p=6[n m\t=I m[nnI8 isitvynI rMbUk[, Ap 
p=6[n m\t=I t5[ f[8nyNs m\t=I m[nnI8 ibm[n p=s[d, cInI t5[ bhu-j[tI8 
m[mly ky m\t=I m[nnI8 cr4 jIt is\h ky al[v[ kU2nIit0o\ t5[ a[m\it=t 
myhm[n 9[iml huE 5y|

apr[6 rokn[ kyvl fIjI 
puils fos] kI nhI\ biLk hm 
sb kI ij>Mmyd[rI hY| sub=Yl 
p[k] lMb[s[ my\ h[lhI my\ Ek 
sPt[h ky i3ijsyl dua[v[t[ 
nod]n k=[e]m ip=vyN9n k[invl 
my\ muW8 myhm[n r[Q2+pit 
mh[mhIm r[tu ivil8[my 
k[toinvyry 5y ijNho\ny apny 
7[Q[4 my\ Eys[ kh[| Anky 
anus[r agr hmy\ apr[6 rokn[ 
hY aOr Ek suirxt sm[j 
bn[n[ hY to sm[j ko ifr 
sy s9Kt bn[n[ a[v(8k hY|

4Friday JULY 28, 2023 5Friday JULY 28, 2023



ronl dyv

fIjI my\ Ek amyirkn 2I vI sIirj> 
‘lv a[ElyN3 8U Es E’ sIj>n 5 kI 
9Ui2\g hogI|
es 9O ky inm[]t[ a[E 2I vI 
EN2r2e]myN2 aOr amyirk[ my\ esky 
ibkryt[ pIkok m\c sy ho rh[ hY| 
a2<@[rh jul[e] ko ‘lv a[ElyN3 8U 
Es ae]’ sIj>n 5 k[ ip=im8[ hua[|
Ap p=6[n m\t=I t5[ V8vs[8 m\t=I 
m[nnI8 m[noa[ kimkimd[ ny lv 
a[Ely$3 8U Es E ky sy2 k[ dOr[ 
krty huE kh[ ik aoi38o-ivj>vl 
ADog, fIjI my\ Ek a[9[jnk xyt= 
hY t5[ ippLs koilj>n srk[r 
lg[t[r esk[ sm5]n krtI rhygI| 
8h fIjI kI a5]-V8vS5[ ky ilE 
b3>[ avsr hY aOr esmy\ iv9yQ[ Rp 
sy ir8il2I 2I vI 9O ky ilE g=[mI4 
a5]-v8vS5[ pr esky sk[r[Tmk 
p=7[v pr iv9yQ[ j>or dyny ky s[5 
fIjI kI a5]-V8vS5[ my\ v[Stv my\ 
iviv6t[ l[ny kI srk[r kI eCq[ my\\ 
mhTvpU4] 8ogd[n dyny kI xmt[ hY|
srk[r, inm[]t[ kMpin8[{ jYsy ik 
a[E 2I vI ky s[5 s[zyd[rI krygI 
jo fIjI my\ ifLmy\ bn[n[ c[htI hY|

ifLm fIjI ky cIf EKj>yi2v 
aoifsr r[imro tynoir8o ny ATs[h 
V8Kt ik8[ hY ik lv a[Ely$3 8U 
Es E ny fIjI ky psNdId[ S5[no\ ko 
cun[ hY: “hmny lv a[ElyN3 8U Es 
ae] 2Im ko fIjI a[ny kI tY8[rI 
krny ky ilE Anky s[5 ipqly 
ke] mhIno sy k[m ik8[ hY, hm 
AnkI EKj>yiK2v 2Im H[r[ fIjI my\ 
apn[ s\c[ln S5[ipt krny ky ilE 
ATs[iht hY|” fIjI ko apny 9O ky 
ilE cunny v[ly es Str ky p=o3K9n 
aOi38o-ivj>vl xyt= my\ fIjI k[ 
SpQ2 sk\yt hY| hmny idw[8[ hY ik 
fIjI Ek iv(vsnI8 7[gId[r bn 
rh[ hY|
lv a[Ely$3 8U Es E kI vjh sy 
ifLm bn[ny v[ly do sO a\tr[Q2+I8 
km]c[rI fIjI a[Egy, tIn sO S5[nI8 
km]c[ir8o\ ky ilE nOkir8[{ pYd[ 
ho\gI t5[ kuq logo\ ko h[8r 7I 
ik8[ j[Eg[| p=o3K9n 2Imy\ ifLm 
kI syv[ p=d[n krny v[ly, ho2l 
m[ilko\, 8[t[8[t kI syv[, 7ojn 
v[lI kMpin8[{ t5[ aN8 syv[ p=d[n 
krny v[lo ky s[5 nj>dIkI sy k[m 
kr rhI hY|

ronl dyv

EnyjI] fIjI ilim23 ny h[lhI my\ apny 
ihSsyd[ro\ ko i3iv3N2<s b[{2[|Ap 
p=6[n m\t=I t5[ f[8nyNs m\t=I m[nnI8 
ibm[n p=s[d ko 20.2 imil8n 3olr 
k[ i3iv3N2 id8[ g8[ jo srk[r ky 
eK8[vn p=it9t ihSs[ ky ilE hY, jbik 
syvNs pyisifk pI 2I e] ilim23 ko 
cOv[ils p=it9t ihSs[ ky ilE 17.9 
imil8n 3olr id8[ g8[ aOr p[{c p=it9t 
ihSs[ ky ilE syN2+l 9y8r ryijS2+I ko do 
imil8n 3olr id8[ g8[ hY|
Ap p=6[n m\t=I p=s[d ny fIjI ky n[girko\ 
ko byhtr syv[ p=d[n krny ky ilE EnyjI] 
fIjI ilim23 bo3], mynyjmN2 t5[ k3>I 
myhnt krny v[ly km]c[ir8o\ ko b6[e] 
dI| g@b{6n srk[r 8h ^8[n my\ rwty 
huE As id9[ my\ k[m krygI ik s7I ky 
ilE w[s krky g=[mI4 el[ko\ ky logo\ 

ky 1ro\ my\ iv(vsnI8 t5[ sStI ibjlI 
AplB6 ho| Ek g@b{6n srk[r hony ky 
n[ty, hm s[v6[n hY\ t5[ hm es s\S5[ 
ky eith[s ky b[ry my\ smzty hY\ – jbik 
8y hm[ry dy9 ky s[m[ijk-a[i5]k t[ny 
b[ny ky ilE bhut hI mhTvpU4] hY| hm[ry 
dy9 kI a5]-V8vS5[ t5[ hm[ry logo\ ky 
ilE ibjlI kI sPl[e] bhut hI n[j>uk hY| 
8h hmy9[ sy srk[r kI ij>Mmyd[rI rhI hY 
ik vo ijtny pirv[r ho sky Atny tk 
ibjlI kI syv[ p=d[n kry\|
g=[mI4 el[ko\ tk ibjlI kI syv[ phu{c[ny 
t5[ logo\ ky 1ro\ my\ v[8ir\g kr[ny ky 
ilE s[t imil8n 3olr sy J>8[d[ alg 
ik8[ j[Eg[ ijsmy\ sy c[r imil8n 3olr 
sy J>8[d[ e] Ef El ko 7r[ j[Eg[| 
Ek srk[r hony ky n[ty hm c[hty hY\ 
ik fIjI ky s7I n[girko\ ky 1ro\ my\ 
iv(vsnI8 t5[ sStI ibjlI AplB6 
kr[ny my\ tyj>I l[e] j[E,” Ap p=6[n m\t=I 

p=s[d ny kh[| esky al[v[ i3p[2mN2 
aof] EnyjI] ko bj2 my\ tIn imil8n 
3olr id8[ g8[ hY t[ik dy9 ky 7ItrI 
t5[ b[hrI HIpo\ ky 1ro\ my\ solr hOm 
isS2m lg[8[ j[E jo ibjlI kI syv[ sy 

bhut dUr hY| e] Ef El ky cIf EKj>yi2v 
afsr hsmuw p2yl ny g=[hko\ ko 
p=oTs[iht ik8[ hY ik jo log ihSsyd[r 
bnn[ c[hty h\Y vo esky ilE muf<t my\ 
aj>I] lg[ skty h\Y|
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email: news@govnet.gov.fj;     
@FijiRepublic;  
Fiji Government;  
visit us @ www.fiji.gov.fj

phone: 3301806   
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srk[r s7I ky ilE ibjlI kI V8vS5[ krny kI id9[ my\ k[m kr rhI hY

fIjI k[ ifLm aOr 2I vI 
ADog lg[t[r b#> rh[ hY

p=6[n m\t=I ny s[AdI arb kI sLtnt 
ky p=itini6m\3l sy mul[k[t kI 

ronl dyv

s[AdI arb kI sLtnt ny apnI sh[8t[ 
ky m[^8m sy fIjI ky ivk[s ky ilE 
p\d=[h imil8n amirkI 3olr sy J>8[d[ 
l[gt apny sm5]n kI 1oQ[4[ kI hY| 
s[AdI arb kI sLtnt ky ACc 
ai6k[irk p=itini6m\3l k[ fIjI my\ 
Sv[gt krty huE p=6[n m\t=I isitvynI 
rMbUk[ ny es 1oQ[4[ k[ Sv[gt ik8[|
es p=itini6m\3l kI aguv[e] a\tr[]Q2+I8 
m[mlo\ ky 2Uirj>m ky Ap m\t=I mh[mhIm 
jn[b suLt[n al-musLlm, aoS2+yil8[ 
my\ s[AdI dUt[v[s ky 3yP2I hy3 aof 
im9n jn[b rkn al-s[dUn t5[ s[AdI 
fN3 for i3vylopmN2 ky p=itin6I 3[K2r 
sAd al-9Mm[rI 9[iml 5y| fIjI aOr 
sAdI arb sLtnt ny p=muw ivk[s xyt=o\ 
my\ sh8og b#>[ny ky ilE apny v[8dy kI 
puiQ2 kI hY ijnmy\ 2Uirj>m, i9x[, buin8[dI 
#[{c[, Sv[S%8 aOr a[i5]k iS5rt[ 9[iml 
hY| es p=itini6m\3l k[ Sv[gt krty huE 
p=6[n m\t=I rMbUk[ ny dono\ dy9o\ ky bIc 
sh8og ko a[gy b#>[ny ky ilE fIjI k[ 
dOr[ krny ky ilE ANhy\ 6N8v[d id8[|
‘fIjI, apny r[Q2+I8 ivk[s kI j>Rrty\ 
aOr a[k[{x[ao\ k[ sm5]n krny ky ilE 

s[AdI arb ky s[5 imlkr k[m krny ky 
ilE tTpr hY|” p=6[n m\t=I ny fIjI my\ sm[jo\ 
kI a[jIivk[ aOr 7l[e] my\ su6[r l[ny ky 
AFy(8 sy s[m[ijk a[i5]k ivk[s phl my\ 
fIjI ky s[5 s\b\6o\ ko mj>bUt krny kI 
s[AdI arb kI p=itbDt[ ko SvIk[r ik8[| 
s[AdI arb ky sm5]n sy fIjI ky S5[nI8 
sm[jo\ aOr buin8[dI #[{cy ky ivk[s pr 
mhTvpU4] p=7[v p3>yg[, aOr pIpLs g@b{6n 
srk[r kI mhTvpU4] ivk[s, 8ojn[ao\ t5[ 
p=[5imkt[ao\ my\ k[fI mdd imlygI|
s[AdI arb ky p=itini6m$3l ny 8h 7I 
j>or id8[ ik ik\g slm[n ih8umyin2yir8n 
ae]3 t5[ irlIf syN2r, fIjI my\ h[lhI 
kI p=[k~itk ivpi)8o\ ky b[d r[ht t5[ 
bc[vk[8] ky ilE a[i5]k sh[8t[ dyg[| 
p=6[n m\t=I rMbUk[ ny kh[ ik fIjI jLd sy 
s[AdI arb ko voL3] EKspo kI myj>b[nI 
krny k[ sm5]n dyny k[ s\kyt dyny my\ 
ivlMb nhI\ krn[ c[ht[ 5[ t[ik vy es 
trh kI mhTvpU4] sh[8t[ sy v\ict n rh 
j[E\| s[AdI arb ky es p=itini6m$3l ny 
Ap p=6[n m\t=I t5[ f[8nyNs m\t=I m[nnI8 
ibm[n p=s[d, i9x[ m\t=I m[nnI8 
asyrI r{3+o3+o t5[ ivdy9 m\t=[l8 ky pym[]nyN2 
sk=y2rI 3[K2r lysIkImdua[t[ korov[v[l[ 
sy 7I mul[k[t kI|

Ap p=6[n m\t=I t5[ V8vs[8 m\t=I m[nnI8 m[noa[ kimkimd[ ny lv a[ElyN3 8U Es ae] ky sy2 k[ dOr[ krty 

Ap p=6[n m\t=I t5[ f[8nyNs m\t=I m[nnI8 ibm[n p=s[d e] Ef El sy cyk SvIk[r krty huE  ict=: p=d[n ik8[ g8[          
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A)rI iv7[g my\ 7[rI 2Uirj>m ivk[s kI sh[8t[

fIjI aOr N8U j>IlY$3 ny bhu-j[tI8 m[mly ko 
a[gy b#>[ny ky ilE sh8og ik8[

ronl dyv

A)rI iv7[g my\ 7[rI 2Uirj>m ivk[s l[ny ky 
ilE fIjI kI srk[r t5[ voL3] bY\k ky bIc 
do sO imil8n amIrkI 3olr l[gt smzOty ky 
phly cr4 pr hSt[xr hua[ hY|
a7I h[l my\ fIjI ky dOry pr a[e] voL3] byNk 
gu=p e]S2 Eyi98[ pyisifk irjnl kI Ap p=6[n 
mynuEl[ fyro t5[ Ap p=6[n m\t=I aOr f[8nyNs 
m\t=I m[nnI8 ibm[n p=s[d ny Ap p=6[n m\t=I 
t5[ 2Uirj>m m\t=I m[nnI8 ivil8[my Ngvok[ ky 
smx hSt[xr ikE|
fIjI 2Uirj>m i3vlopmN2 p=og=ym ky nIcy ke] 
7[g ho\gy t5[ 8h Ek siMmilt 8ojn[ hogI|
‘es 8ojn[ sy A)rI iv7[g my\ s\s[6no\ ko 
sMmilt Rp sy ivkist ik8[ j[Eg[ jYsy 
ik lMb[s[ aOr s[vUs[vU hv[e] a3<3y my\ su6[r 
l[n[ t5[ esmy\ lMb[s[ sy s[vUs[vU ky bIc 
s3>k pr 7I su6[r l[ny kI 8ojn[ hY| essy 
2Uirj>m V8vs[8 sy s\b\6 rwny v[lI a[i5]k 

gitivi68[{ 7I 9uR ho\gI| essy n kyvl 2Uirj>m 
xyt= ko b#>[v[ imlyg[ biLk ndI-n[lo\ kI 
sf[e], isvrj, t5[ a[mtOr sy 8[t[8[t my\ 
su6[r hog[,” Ap p=6[n m\t=I ny kh[|
Ap p=6[n fyro ny kh[ ik ANhy\ fIjI my\ voL3] 
bY\k kI 8ojn[ao\ my\ ivk[s dywny kI 7[rI 
RcI hY jbik koiv3-19 kI vjh sy dy9 my\ 
2Uirj>m V8vs[8 ko 7[rI nuks[n hua[ 5[| 
‘mj>bUt Rp sy su6[r ho rhy hY\ t5[ dy9 ko 
alg Str tk lyj[ny ky ilE srk[r aOr voL3] 
bY\k s[5 imlkr k[m kr rhy\ hY\| 
8h k[8]k=m bhut hI mhTvpU4] hY K8o\ik 2Uirj>m 
xyt= my\ ke] nOkir8[{ AplB6 hony ky s[5-
s[5, 8h dy9 kI a5]-V8vS5[ my\ 8ogd[n dyg[ 
ijssy dy9 ky n[girk es 8ojn[ ky l[7 ko 
hr idn apny jIvn my\ dyw sky\gy|” Ap p=6[n 
fyro ny bj2 p[s hony pr srk[r ko b6[e] 
dI| ANho\ny fIjI koiv3-19 emyjyNsI rySpoNs 
8ojn[ ky tht re]v[{g[ hyL5 syN2r t5[ sUv[ 
aSpt[l k[ 7I dOr[ ik8[ 5[|

ronl dyv

cInI t5[ bhu-j[tI8 m\t=I m[nnI8 cr4 
jIt is\\h ny h[lhI my\ N8U j>IlY$3 kI 
r[jdUt mh[mhIm 9[lo2 3[lO sy mul[k[t 
kI| es mul[k[t my\ Ap h[e] kim9nr 
7I 9[iml 5I|m\t=I is\h ny fIjI my\ kU-
2nIit0 pd sM7[lny ky ilE kim(nr 
3[lO ko b 6[e] dI t5[ xyit=8 Str pr 
a[psI p=[5imkt[ao\ ky ihto\ ko a[gy 
b#>[ny my\ cl rhy iHpxI8 sh8og ky ilE 
N8U j>IlYN3 k[ a[7[r V8Kt ik8[|
fIjI aOr inA j>IlYN3 ivr[st, s\Sk~it, 
wyl, V8[p[r t5[ i9x[ sy ju3>y mj>bUt 
s\b\6o\ k[ 1inQ2 eith[s ko b[{2ty h\Y|
s7[ k[ muW8 k[r4 8h smzn[ 5[ 
ik N8U-j>IlYN3 srk[r ny apny bhu-
j[tI8 smud[8o\ ky m\t=[l8 ky m[^8m 
sy s7I j[tI8 smud[8o\ ko Ek s[5 
l[ny kI apnI init8o\ ko sflt[pUv]k 

kYsy l[gU ik8[| s7[ my\ ne] srk[r kI 
init8o\ ky anus[r bhu-j[tI8 m[mlo\ aOr 
s\Sk~it my\ fIjI kI r4init8o\ ky ivk[s 
ky ilE iv9yQ[0t[ tYn[t krny kI tTk[l 
a[v(8kt[ pr ^8[n kyiNd=t ik8[ g8[|
m\t=I is\h ny p=k[9 3[l[ ik esk[ 
AdyD(8 hY EysI init8o\ pr 9o6 aOr 
ivk[s krn[ jo m\t=[l8 ko s7I s[\
Sk~itk ivk[s kI j>Rrto\ ko s\boi6t 
krt[ hY t5[ Sv8\ sh[8t[ aOr s[\
Sk~itk 9Yixk sh[8t[ k[8]k=mo\ my\ Ek 
sm[n avsr p=d[n krny my\ sxm bn[t[ 
ho| m\t=I is\h ny h[e] kim(nr kI p=9\s[ 
krty huE kh[ ik fIjI, N8U j>Ily$3 
ky bhu-j[tI8 smud[8o\ ky m\t=[l8 ky 
s[5 imlkr k[m kryg[ t[ik km]c[rI 
ivinm8 k[8]k=mo\ ky m[^8m sy bhu-
j[tI8 m[mlo\ ky m\t=[l8 kI S5[pn[ ky 
ilE sIw aOr byhtr d~iQ2ko4 ivkist 
krn[|

Ap p=6[n m\t=I aOr f[8nyNs m\t=I m[nnI8 ibm[n p=s[d t5[ voL3] bY\k g=up e]S2 Ei98[ pyisifk irjnl kI 
Ap p=6[n mynuEl[ fyro smzOty pr hSt[xr krty huE                          ict= :p=d[n ik8[ g8[

cInI t5[ bhu-j[tI8 m\t=I m[nnI8 cr4 jIt is\\h ny h[lhI my\ inA j>IlYN3 kI r[jdUt mh[mhIm 9[lo2 3[lO ky s[5 
ict= :p=d[n ik8[ g8[

Ap p=6[n m\t=I aOr f[8nyNs m\t=I m[nnI8 ibm[n p=s[d, Ap p=6[n m\t=I t5[ 2Uirj>m m\t=I m[nnI8 ivil8[my Ngvok[, sh[8k f[8nyNs m\t=I m[nnI8 Ej>rom emynuEl, sh[8k 2Uirj>m m\t=I ailit8[ be]inv[lU, voL3 bY\k g=up e]S2 Eyi98[ pyisifk irjnl 
kI Ap p=6[n mynuEl[ fyro t5[ AnkI p=itini6m$3l ky sdS8o\ ky s[5                                                                                                                                ict=: p=d[n ik8[ g8[
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fIjIfIjI  dp]4dp]4

ronl dyv

s\sd ny 2023-2024 r[Q2+I8 bj2 p[s 
kr id8[ hY| esk[ mtlb hY ik srk[rI 
syv[ kI 3.76 ibil8n 3olr l[gt ibl 
ijskI av[6I agly s[l eKtIs jul[e] 
ko wTm hogI ko SvIk~it iml ge] hY|
AntIs s\sd sdS8o\ ny es bj2 ky 
px my\ mt id8[ jbik cObIs ny esky 
iwl[f|
pIpLs koYil9n srk[r k[ phl[ r[Q2+I8 
bj2 p[s hony ky b[d s\sd sdS8o\ ny 
p=6[n m\t=I m[nnI8 isitvynI rMkUk[, Ap 
p=6[n m\t=I t5[ f[8nyNs m\t=I m[nnI8 
p=ofysr bIm[n p=s[d ko b6[e] dI|
Ek 7y\2v[t[] my\ m[nnI8 f[8nyNs m\t=I 
ny kh[ ik vo byhd wu9 hY\ ik r[Q2+I8 
bj2 ko dy9 ky ai6k[{9 n[girko ny 
apn[ sm]5n id8[ hY| Anky anus[r 8h 
afv[h 7I ab wTm ho g8[ hY jh[{ 
ipqly s[l cun[v ai78[n ky dOr[n 
srk[r ky ivroi68o\ ny logo\ ko bhk[8[ 
5[ ik j>Rrtm\d logo\ ko iml rhI 
so9l vyL8[ sh[8t[ 12[e] j[EgI, bCco\ 
ko ifr sy SkUl fIs 7rn[ p3>yg[ 

vgYrh|
‘jo pYso\ ky duRp8og ho rhy 5y t5[ 
byifj>ul ky wc] ko hmny km kr id8[ 
hY| aSpt[lo\, r[Sty, ibjlI t5[ p[nI 
kI sPl[e] my\ su6[r l[ny pr J>8[d[ pYsy 
alg ikE gE h]Y| jo pYsy brb[d ho rhy 
5y Assy hmny sO9l vyLfy8r sh[8t[ 
pr in7]r logo\ k[ al[vNs p\d=[h aOr 
pcIs p=it9t sy b#>[8[| pY\s@ aOr 
Anh)r s[l ky bIc Am= ky buj>ug] ijNhy\ 
sO 3olr imlt[ 5[ ko Ek sO p\d=[h 
3olr imlyg[ t5[ s)r s[l sy Apr 
ky logo\ ko Ek sO pcIs 3olr id8[ 
j[Eg[| sO9l vyLfy8[ ky nIcy ijtny 
k[8]k=m hY Anmy\ v~iD kI ge] hY|
ANho\ny a[gy kh[ ik prIx[ my\ ijn 
iv^8[i5]8o\ ky a\k bhut aCqy ho\gy ko 
iksI 7I xyt= my\ p#[e] krny ky ilE 
q[t=v~it iml sktI hY t5[ srk[r ny 
2yLs k[ kj>] jo q: sO pc[s imil8n 
3olr hY ko m[f kr id8[ hY ijssy 
itrpn hj>[r sy J>8[d[ q[t=o\ aOr Anky 
m[{-b[p ko ab k[fI r[ht 
imlygI|
f[8nyNs m\t=I ny kh[ ik fIjI ro3<s 

a5oir2I ny ke] imil8n 3olr gv[8[ 
hY t5[ Asmy\ k[fI pirvt]n ik8[ g8[ 
hY aOr s[5 my\ srk[r piBlk voKs 
iv7[g ko v[ps l[ rhI hY t[ik dy9 7r 
my\ r[Sto\ kI ibg3>I h[lt ko su6[r[ j[ 
sky| Anky anus[r Ad[hr4 ky tOr pr 
vnua[ lyvU ky g=[mIn el[ko\ my\ r[Sto\ kI 
h[lt bhut hI wr[b hY jh[{ ke] log 
bs sy sfr krty h\Y esilE srk[r ny 
en r[Sto\ ko su6[rny ky ilE pYsy alg 
ikE h|
m[nnI8 p=ofysr bIm[n p=s[d ny kh[ 
ik k~iQ[ t5[ cInI V8vs[8 ky bj2 
ko 7I b#>[8[ g8[ hY| ndI-n[lo\ kI 
sf[e] krny t5[ cInI ky al[v[ aN8 
wytI krny v[ly iks[no\ ky ilE ms[l[ 
aOr 1[s m[rny v[lI dv[ pr sh[8t[ dI 
ge] hY|
Anky anus[r 8h r[Q2+I8 bj2, dy9 pr 
ld[ ds ibil8n 3olr kj>] ko ^8[n my\ 
rwkr bn[8[ g8[ hY ik 8h kj>] kYsy 
7r[ j[E aOr s[5-hI-s[5 j>Rrtm\do\ 
kI sh[8t[ 7I b#>[e] j[E|
f[8nyNs m\t=I ny kh[ ik srk[r k3>I 
ingr[nI rwygI t[ik ^8[n m\y rw[ j[E 

ik aSpt[lo\ t5[ aN8 j>RrI syv[E\ 
p=d[n krny v[lI s\S5[ao\ kI h[lt 
su6[rI j[E| ANho\ny 8h 7I kh[ ik logo\ 
ky ilE ik3nI 3[8lIiss kI sh[8t[ 
Ek sO pc[s 3olr sy b#>[kr Ek sO 
aSsI 3olr ik8[ g8[ hY|
m[nnI8 bIm[n ny kh[ ik log iciNtt 
hY ik vy2 ko b#>[kr p\d=[h p=it9t ik8[ 
g8[ hY| lyikn vy2 b#>[ny sy srk[r jo 
a[mdnI km[EgI, Asy sO9l vyLfy8[, 
k~iQ[, Sv[S%8 m\t=[l8, i9x[, Skol[i9p 
vgYr[h dyny my\ lg[ rhI hY| jYs[ phly 5[, 
jo log grIbI kI ryw[ ky nIcy hY\ ky 
ilE w[ny-pIny v[ly j>RrI s[m[no\ pr vy2 
l[gU nhI\ hog[ t5[ Asmy\ 3[K2r idw[ny 
ky b[d jo dv[e]8[{ wrIdnI p3>tI hY, 
Anpr 7I logo\ ko ab vy2 nhI\ 7rn[ 
p3>yg[|
Ap p=6[n m\t=I ny dohr[8[ ik ne] srk[r, 
a[m jnt[ ko Svt\t=t[ p=d[n kr rhI hY 
t5[ AnkI dyw7[l krny ky ilE soc-
smzkr bj2 tY8[r ik8[ g8[ hY| 
ANho\ny logo\ sy m[{g kI hY ik vy srk[r 
ky ivroi68o\ H[r[ fYl[E j[ rhy afv[ho\ 
pr iv(v[s n kry\|

bj2 p[s hua[
2023-2024 r[Q2+I8 bj2 p[s hony ky b[d s7I srk[rI m\t=I aOr sh[8k m\t=I, p=6[n m\t=I isitvynI rMbUk[ ko b6[e] dyty huE                       ict: p=d[n ik8[ g8[ 
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