
PRIME Minister, Sitiveni 
Rabuka, and his delegation 
laid a wreath at the Royal 
Military Chapel in Wellington 

Barracks, London last week to honour 
the lives of those soldiers who made the 
ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty.

Among the names engraved on the 
chapel wall was the late Fijian-born 
British Army, Trooper Ratu Sakeasi 
Babakobau.
In a solemn ceremony, the PM Rabuka 
paid respects, commemorating the 
gallant efforts and valour of UK’s 

unsung heroes and those across the 
globe.
PM Rabuka was received by Reverend 
Deiniol Morgan, the Senior Chaplain, 
who provided a guided tour of the 
church and shared its history to the 
delegation.

A group of Fijians serving in the British 
Army also received the delegation.
Within the church walls, the names 
of theaters of war and inscriptions are 
displayed, describing the events which 
claimed the lives of many British Army 
personnel.

By PRASHILA DEVI

“THE Indentured 
Labourer System 
stands as a dark 
reminder of a painful 

past endured by generations. Yet, from 
the depths of adversity, emerged a 
testament to the human spirit’s triumph 

against insurmountable odds.”
Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka, in his 
Girmit Day message, paid homage to 
the resilience of the 60,000 girmitiyas 
who were brought to Fiji.
“Their arrival, marked by the anchoring 
of the Leonidas near Levuka Harbour 
145 years ago, symbolises a chapter of 
our history wrought with hardship and 

struggle,” PM Rabuka said.
“As we commemorate Girmit Day 
under the theme “Journey of Girmit 
Descendants in Building a New Fiji” let 
us not forget the backbreaking labour 
and immeasurable sacrifices endured to 
pave the way for future generations.”
The Head of Government acknowledged 
that their journey, marked by unity 

in the face of adversity, teaches the 
importance of standing together as one 
people, one nation. 
PM Rabuka said as the nation 
celebrates their contribution, the 
wounds of the past must also be 
confronted and to that end, the Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission stands 
as a testament to the commitment to 
healing, providing a platform for truth-
telling and reconciliation.
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RATU Sir Lala Sukuna’s 
enduring legacies of 
strengthening culture 
through the education 

system and traditional institutions 
will be the focus of this year’s 
Ratu Sukuna Day celebrations.

This was highlighted during the 
soft launch of the celebration by 
the Assistant Minister for iTaukei 
Affairs, Heritage, and Culture, 
Sikeli Tuiwailevu, on Tuesday this 
week.

Asst. Minister Tuiwailevu 
announced that celebrations will 
take place over three days, starting 
on May 29th and ending on May 
31st. 

In line with his legacy, the theme for this year’s 
celebration will be “Celebrating Visionary 
Leadership through Culture and Education”.

Ratu Timoci Tavanavanua, the Roko Tui Bau, 
spoke about the life of the late statesman at the 
event which was also graced by the presence 
of the Marama Bale na Roko Tui Dreketi, Ro 
Teimumu Kepa, the Turaga na Qaranivalu, Ratu 
Inoke Takiveikata, Turaga na Tui Kalabu, Ratu 
Paula Maiwiriwiri and the Assistant Minister for 
Education, Iliesa Vanawalu.

Ratu Sir Josefa Lalabalavu Vana’ali’ali Sukuna 
was born in 1888, into a chiefly family on the 
island of Bau. 

Despite the British prohibition on Indigenous 
Fijians fighting in World War I, Ratu Sir Lala 
Sukuna joined the French Foreign Legion and 
was awarded the prestigious Medaille Militaire 
for his service.

Ratu Sir Lala Sukuna’s dedication to supporting 
the war efforts during both World Wars I and II 
connected Fiji to countries around the world 
such as France and England.

Ratu Sir Lala Sukuna passed away en route to 
England on the ship Arcadia on 30 May 1958. 

He was buried at the Sau Tabu in Tubou, 

Lakeba alongside the great leaders of Lau. 
The main celebration will be centered in 

Suva and the Ministry of Education and the 
Fiji National University will also organise 
programmes to honour the late Ratu Sir Josefa 
Lalabalavu Vana’ali’ali Sukuna. 

On 29 May, a Culture and Education 
Symposium at the Holiday Inn will be held 
that will be interactive session engaging 
students and youths, educating them on Ratu 
Sir Lala Sukuna’s visionary contributions to 
education while seeking their views on how 
his contribution can take the nation forward. 

May 30 will be dedicated to primary and 
secondary school students and will begin with 
an assembly at 9 am at Albert Park

There will be a public march from the Flea 
market to Albert Park on May 31 and Prime 
Minister Sitiveni Rabuka is expected to deliver 
a national address.

“The public is invited to visit the special 
exhibitions at the Albert Park Pavilion, Fiji 
Arts Council, and Fiji Museum, the public 
lecture on 30 May, and the public march and 
main celebration at Albert Park on 31 May,” 
Asst. Minister Tuiwailevu said.
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First National Workshop on BBNJ to advance Fiji’s 
oceans priorities 

Ratu Sukuna Day Celebration 
2024 to honour visionary 

leadership

THE Fiji Government hosts National 
Workshop on the implementation of the 
Agreement under the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea on 
the Conservation and Sustainable Use 

of Marine Biological Diversity in Areas 
Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ 
Agreement).

The Pacific Ocean Commissioner, Dr 
Filimon Manoni, congratulated the Fiji 

Government on the remarkable initiative 
of hosting the first national workshop on 
BBNJ in the region. 

Speaking on behalf of the Fiji Government 
at the opening of the Workshop, Director 
Multilateral Affairs, for the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs (MFA), and chair of the 
Maritime Affairs Coordinating Committee 
(MACC),  Keleni Seruvatu, emphasised 
the importance of ensuring effective 
implementation before ratification of a 
Treaty. 

Ms Seruvatu also reiterated Fiji’s 
continued commitment to national, 
regional, and international oceans priorities. 

The three-day workshop was being hosted 
by the Fiji Government, in partnership 
with the Office of the Pacific Ocean 
Commissioner, and the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), 

with support from the Bloomberg Ocean 
Initiative and Arcadia, High Seas Alliance, 
and other partners.

The workshop aims to promote a better 
understanding of the BBNJ Agreement 
amongst the relevant stakeholders, 
including members of Fiji’s Maritime 
Affairs Coordinating Committee, and 
to ensure that all relevant stakeholders 
are aware of their respective roles and 
responsibilities under the BBNJ Agreement. 

It also provided an opportunity for 
discussions on the current legal framework, 
and the identification of the specific needs 
and priorities of Fiji, in preparation for 
the ratification and implementation of the 
BBNJ Agreement.

(Source: Ministry of Climate Change)

Representatives of Fiji Government and Office of the Pacific Ocean Commissioner (OPOC), and the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) at the first national workshop on BBNJ 
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The event was also graced by the presence of the Marama Bale na 
Roko Tui Dreketi Ro Teimumu Kepa, the Turaga na Qaranivalu Ratu 

Inoke Takiveikata, Turaga na Tui Kalabu, Ratu Paula Maiwiriwiri and the 
Assistant Minister for Education, Iliesa Vanawalu.
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Constitutional Offices 
Commission announces key 

appointments

THE Constitutional Offices 
Commission is pleased to announce 
the appointment of several 
distinguished individuals to key 

positions within various governmental bodies. 
These appointments mark a significant 

milestone in ensuring the continued integrity, 
efficiency, and effectiveness of essential 
institutions in Fiji.

Ana Mataiciwa has been appointed as the 
Supervisor of Elections for a term of five 
years, effective immediately. 

With over 12 years of legal practice 
experience, Ms Mataiciwa brings a wealth of 
knowledge and expertise to her new role. 

Having served with the Fijian Elections Offices for over nine years, including 
a tenure as Manager Legal and an acting appointment as Supervisor of Elections 
since January 2023, her dedication and commitment to ensuring transparent 
and fair electoral processes are undeniable.

Finau Nagera has been appointed as the 
Auditor-General for a term of five years, 
effective immediately. 

With over 20 years of professional work 
experience in audit and assurance, Ms Nagera’s 
expertise is unparalleled. 

Holding the esteemed title of chartered 
accountant and possessing a master’s degree in 
forensic accounting, she brings a unique skill 
set to the position. 

Ms Nagera’s previous leadership roles, 
including serving as President of the Fiji Institute 
of Accountants, underscore her capabilities and 

dedication to upholding the highest standards of 
financial accountability and transparency.

Dr Jelesi Nakarawa has been appointed as 
the Commissioner for Fiji Corrections Service 
for a term of five years, effective immediately. 

Dr Nakarawa’s extensive legal background, 
coupled with his vast experience in 
correctional services and security, make him 
an ideal candidate for this crucial role. 

Having previously served as an Assistant 
Commissioner of Prisons and held senior 
positions within the Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Dr Nakarawa brings a wealth of leadership 
and strategic vision to his new position.

Ms Alefina Vuki Vuki has been appointed 
a member of the Human Rights and Anti-
Discrimination Commission for a term of 
three years, effective immediately. 

As a seasoned legal practitioner and advocate for human rights, Ms Vuki’s 
appointment reaffirms the Commission’s commitment to promoting and 
protecting the rights of all individuals in Fiji. 

Her involvement in grassroots movements such as the Fiji Women’s Rights 
Movement, coupled with her academic achievements, reflects her unwavering 
dedication to advancing equality and social justice.

(Source: Constitutional Offices Commission)
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Fiji acknowledges Commonwealth’s ongoing 
support towards Fiji’s development plans

Girmit, triumph against Girmit, triumph against 
insurmountable oddsinsurmountable odds

PM Rabuka meets with His Majesty King Charles III: Reaffirms Fiji-UK relations

THE Commonwealth has affirmed 
unwavering commitment and 
support for Fiji’s climate action 
strategies on adaptation, mitigation, 

and resilience building.
This was articulated by the Prime Minister, 

Sitiveni Rabuka in a bilateral meeting with the 
Secretary General (SG) of the Commonwealth 
Secretariat, Patricia Scotland at Marlborough 
House in London today, Thursday May 9, 2023.

The meeting focused on cooperation 
opportunities in the build-up to the upcoming 
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 
(CHOGM) 2024 to be held Samoa this October. 

PM Rabuka stated that the Government, 
through the Great Council of Chiefs, will extend 
an invitation to His Majesty King Charles III to 
visit Fiji while he is in the Pacific region for 
CHOGM24.

At CHOGM 2024, the Pacific anticipates 
adoption of the Commonwealth Ocean 
Declaration, a strategy that will solidify our 
collective commitment to ocean conservation 
and align with Sustainable Development Goal 
14.

The Declaration is expected to catalyse 
international cooperation and resource 
mobilisation, for sustainability and resilience of 
oceans for future generations, and reinforcing 
the role of oceans in our climate resilience 
strategies and sustainable development goals.

PM Rabuka said the Commonwealth, at 75, 
has an extensive programme of action and 
initiatives ranging from tackling ocean-related 
challenges and sustainable ocean development, 
addressing climate change, biodiversity loss 
and land degradation, climate finance access 
hub, debt management and connectivity, 
amongst others.

The work of the Commonwealth Secretariat in 
the Pacific is tailored to respond to the unique 
needs of its small island developing states, and 
its engagements support the 2050 Strategy for 
the Blue Pacific Continent.

On ocean conservation, PM Rabuka 
highlighted that Fiji is proud to lead the Ocean 
and Climate Change Action Group under the 
Commonwealth Blue Charter, reflecting our 
commitment to addressing critical oceanic 
challenges such as climate change, marine 
pollution, and unsustainable fishing practices.

At the same time, he called for the 
implementation of COP28 commitments in 
anticipation of COP29 to be held in Azerbaijan 
later this year.

Fiji also looks forward to taking advantage 
of the Commonwealth’s Artificial Intelligence 
Consortium to support digital upskilling of 
young people and bridge the digital divide for 
small states.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)

“To our 
d i a s p o r a , 

including descendants of 
Girmityas, I extend an invitation 
to return to the land of your 
ancestors. Our new immigration 
exemption policy ensures a 
warm welcome, allowing you to 
reconnect with your roots without 
barriers,” he said.
Meanwhile, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister for Finance, 
Biman Prasad, in opening the 
national celebrations last week, 
reminded the Indo-Fijians, 
whether abroad or still in Fiji, 
of their patriotic duty “to our 
motherland, land of our birth to 
ensure that our beloved nation 
is a beacon of hope and land of 
opportunity”.  
“The Coalition Government of 
Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka 
has recognised this invaluable 
contribution of the girmitiya and 

their descendants by declaring 
Girmit Day as a public holiday,” he 
said.
DPM Prasad said Girmit Day was 
a celebration of “our forefathers’ 
determination to triumph over 
slavery or servitude and make Fiji 
their new home”. 
“And they succeeded because of 
their unshakable principles of 
dignity, equality, justice and self-
respect.” 
 He added that the girmitiyas did 
not receive nor ever demanded 
any assistance from the colonial 
government for education, social 
security, pension, transport 
assistance or grants to increase 
sugarcane production. 
 “But they passed on knowledge 
and strength to their children 
and through them to future 
generations on how and when to 
peacefully seek solutions to the 
above issues,” DPM Prasad added.

PRIME Minister Sitiveni 
Rabuka met with His 
Majesty King Charles III 
at Buckingham Palace in 

London on 7th May 2024.
The historic meeting reaffirmed 

the strong and enduring relationship 
between Fiji and the United Kingdom 
(UK).

In his royal audience with His 
Majesty King Charles III, Prime 
Minister Rabuka conveyed the People’s 
Coalition Government and the people 
of Fiji’s gratitude for the opportunity 
to meet with the King, acknowledging 
the historical links between Fiji and the 
UK.

PM Rabuka also took the opportunity 
to formally apologise to King Charles 
III for his actions and the events of 
1987, reaffirming Fiji’s commitment to 
strengthening our bilateral ties.

He also reflected on his visit to 
Buckingham Palace in 1998 when he 
presented his traditional apology or 
Matanigasau to her late Majesty, Queen 
Elizabeth the Second for the events of 
1987 and in declaring Fiji a Republic.

Fiji has a deep and longstanding 
connection to the British Crown which 

was demonstrated through a record 
of military service where generations 
of Fijians have served and fought 
alongside the British, particularly in the 
Second World War, and later in Malaya, 
Borneo, Oman, Iraq and Afghanistan.

For this, PM Rabuka expressed the 
deep regard and fondness of the people 
of Fiji for the Crown and the Royal 
Family, adding that more than 20,000 of 
our people call Britain home since the 
recruitment of Commonwealth citizens 
to the British Army in the 1960s and 
since 1997.

As a proud Commonwealth 
member, Fiji actively contributes to 
the advancement of the Sustainable 
Development Agenda.

With the Commonwealth’s 75th 
anniversary approaching, PM Rabuka 
said that he looks forward to welcoming 
Commonwealth leaders to the region 
for the Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting (CHOGM) in 
Samoa.

In his concluding remarks, Prime 
Minister Rabuka conveyed the best 
wishes, love and prayers of the people 
of Fiji for His Majesty, King Charles 
III’s recovery to full health and vitality.

Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka with the Secretary General (SG) of the Commonwealth Secretariat, Patricia 
Scotland at Marlborough House in London recently. Photo: SUPPLIED

Minister for Agriculture and Waterways Vatimi Rayalu, DPM Biman Prasad and Minister 
for Multi-Ethnic Affairs and Sugar Industry, Charan Jeath Singh. 

Photo: MEREANI GONEDUA 

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka met with His Majesty King Charles III at Buckingham Palace in London recently.
Photo: SUPPLIED
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By AZARIA FAREEN
 

THINKING of someone who has 
lived to tell a tale of the century 
would make you envision 
someone frail and dependent but 

this is not so for 109-year-old Gangamma.
Ms Gangamma resides in Meigunyah 

Sector in Nadi and relayed that her parents 
came to Fiji from India during the Girmit 
era and they used to work in Koronubu, Ba.

“My parents were already married when 
they decided to make the long journey to 
Fiji to start a better life,” she relayed.

“I was one of the younger siblings and 
had two brothers and two sisters who have 
all passed away,” she said.

The descendant of a Girmitya relayed 
that after marriage she had two daughters 
and four sons but two of her children have 
passed on.

“At my age, I am not able to do most 
things I used to without assistance from 
my grandchildren but I am able to walk by 
myself with a mobility walker and also able 
to bathe myself with a little assistance from 
my grandchildren,” she added.

She said that thankfully she has not been 
seriously ill and doesn’t have any medical 
problems, however, due to her old age she 
does get weakness in her body.

“I am able to cook different kinds of 
food which I have continued to eat since 
my childhood days but it is now that I am 
only eating and resting in comparison to the 
Girmit days,” she highlighted.

“Back then, my parents used to live in 
harmony with people of other religions and 
other families without any fight. There was 
a lot of love shared with everyone but a 
lot has changed now. Now we are having 
robberies and theft with violence.”

“There were no fights between anyone in 
the Girmit days because people genuinely 
supported and looked out for each other,” 
she said.

“I used to work with my parents on the 
farm and we used to start very early in the 
morning - by 4am we would start our day 
with prayers first,” she fondly recalled.

“I was 10-years-old then and we used to 
work very hard and also prepared food for 
everyone. We didn’t differentiate anyone 
like how people are doing now.”

“Through our hard labour, mother earth 
has given us a lot of yield from planting rice 
and peanuts with vegetables,” she added.

Ms Gangamma reflected that her parents 
must have gone through a lot of hardships 
and challenges but she was not really aware 
of the details as she was very young to 
understand then.

“I do remember my parents praying with 
others and also doing drama performances 
in front of the English men,” she recollected.

“Over the years I have seen a lot of 
changes in the community and the country. 
There are a lot of temples built now and the 
way people dress and live keeps changing 
by the day.”

“We also didn’t have any sort of 
education then as there was no school,” Ms 

Gangamma added.
She said that she has travelled to Suva 

twice to attend a Girmit celebration which 
she is recognised for and has travelled 
twice to Australia

In recollecting fond memories of her 

parents from a different era, she sang a 
short song in the Telugu language which 
she is fluent in.

Ms Gangamma has 31 grandchildren, 32 
great grandchildren and five great-great 
grandchildren.

By AZARIA FAREEN

“I WOULD like to thank 
the Fiji Government 
for commemorating 
my ancestors who have 

contributed immensely towards the 
building of this nation.”

This was proudly relayed by a second 
generation girmitya descendent, Kumaran, 
83, who resides in Natabua in Lautoka.

“I have seen a lot of things, especially in 
how we used to work so hard on the farm 
but I am now weak,” Mr Kumaran said.

“Both my paternal and maternal 
grandparents were from India. My maternal 
grandfather lived in Vunitivi in Tavua 
where I was born.”

“It is a mountainous area which is not 
easy to pass as you have to walk about four 
miles from the bottom of the road to reach 
my grandfather’s house,” he added.

Mr Kumaran said that this used to be an 
adventure as he used to come across a lot of 
wild boars and he used to hide behind big 
rocks once he would sight one and that’s 
how he used to reach his grandfather’s 
house.

“When I was 25-years-old, I remember 
taking my wife to my grandfather’s place 
when he was 100-years-old to make his 
beard,” he said.

“I remember that he used to smoke 
tobacco and walk around and sometimes 
carry me on his shoulders when I was very 
small.”

“He passed away when he reached 
125-years of age and my grandmother 
passed away when I was born,” he added.

He highlighted that he did not have any 
documents when he was born and at that 
time no one used to ask for birth certificates 
like now.

“I studied at the Natabua Primary School 
at the old peoples home and went up to class 

6 and I left my studies to start farming as 
my father said that if you contiune to study 
we would lose our farm,” Mr Kumaran 
said.

“I started farming full time and my dad 
used to teach me how to plant wheat, plough 
and how to use fertiliser and I would follow 
his ways.”

“When I was about nine years of age, I 
accompanied my father to build our house 
and the first thing I learned was how to read 
the ruler through measurements,” he added.

In recalling fond memories, Mr Kumaran 
said that he was very close to his maternal 
grandfather as he used to take him around 
everywhere.

“We used to go fishing and there used to 
be fish and eels in abundance but there’s 
none now,” he said.

“He taught me how to look after all the 
pets and then I started farming with my 
father and then later I became a carpenter 
from being a labourer.”

“I used to do sugarcane and vegetable 
farming, sometimes cutting up to 417 
tonnes of cane while my neighbour cut 
416 tonnes. We can’t do any of that now as 
there are bushes and creepers on the land,” 
he added.

Mr Kumaran had five brothers and two 
sisters but sadly all of them have passed on.

“We used to live in so much harmony 
then. I had two daughters and two sons 
but one son and daughter have also passed 
away,” he said.

“I was part of making the Stinson 
Building as a leading hand and I worked at 
the Rakiraki Mill and became the foreman 
and my last job was in Natadola.”

“I have retired now but I feel healthy 
and fine while I am also able to cook and 
walk on my own with a walking stick,” Mr 
Kumaran said proudly.

Ms Gangamma, 109, a first generation girmitiya descendant lives with her family in Meigunyah 
Sector in Nadi. Photo: PRASHANT SINGH

83-year-old Mr Kumaran at his residence. Photo: PRASHANT SINGH
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Centenarian girmit descendent reflects on younger days

Girmit descendent remembers grandfather
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By JOSAIA RALAGO

“GIRMIT serves as an 
inspiration for many 
of us as it teaches us 
to work hard and to 

never allow your dignity be robbed by 
anyone, irrespective of the enormity of the 
situation.”

These were the words of the Assistant 
Minister for Rural and Maritime 
Development, Jovesa Vocea, while 
delivering his address at the 145th Girmit 
commemoration for the Northern Division 
at Subrail Park last week. 

 “Girmit represents the ancestral journey 
for many Fijians of Indian descendants as 
it connects them to their forefathers who 
endured indentured labour,” Asst. Minister 
Vocea said.

 “Understanding Girmit history is crucial 
for Girmit descendants in comprehending 
their roots and the experiences of their 
ancestors.

“The experiences of Girmityas highlighted 
their resilience in the face of adversity and 
their determination to overcome exploitation 
and injustice.”

Asst. Minister Vocea said that for 
descendants, the era symbolises the 
struggles of their ancestors for dignity, rights 
and equality, inspiring them to advocate for 
social injustice and human rights.

 “The Girmityas have contributed a lot to 
the development of this nation,” he said.

 “We all know that Fiji is regarded as one 
of the developed countries amongst the 
Pacific Island Countries because we have 
organised infrastructure, proper facilities 

and many industries which employs a lot of 
people.

“This is largely attributed to the 
hardworking descendants of the Girmityas 
who have helped in this endeavour.”

Hundreds of people turned up to the event 
themed “Journey of Girmit Descendants 
in Building a New Fiji”, which included 
traditional Indian skits, dances and song.

By MEREANI GONEDUA

IT was a day filled with mixed 
emotions as Girmit descendants in 
the Western division thanked the 
chiefs in the Ba Province on behalf 

of their ancestors for willingly giving 
their land to farm when they arrived from 
India.

A first of its kind, the traditional 
ceremony was also a way to seek the 
blessings of the vanua for all Girmitiya 
in the country and to seek forgiveness for 
any hurt they may have caused.

Tui Nawaka, Ratu Joeli Bulu highlighted 
that this was a first of its kind in the 
history of Fiji for Girmitiyas to present 
such a solemn act towards the Chiefs in 
the Ba Province.

“Our ancestors gave their land willingly 
out of the goodness of their heart because 
they knew that it would benefit the country 
in the long run.

“This is history in the making that for the 
first time  our Girmit brothers and sisters 
are presenting a traditional thank you 
ceremony to the Ba chiefs and seeking the 
blessings of the vanua.”

Ratu Joeli acknowledged the organisers 
for coming up with such an idea to present 
their ‘vakavinavinaka’ (thanksgiving).

Spokesman for the Turaga Na Tui Naviti, 
Sikeli Mulase, during the ceremony 
acknowledged the presentation made 
to the vanua and on behalf of the chiefs 
emphasised the importance of unity.

Meanwhile, Minister for Multi-Ethnic 
Affairs and Sugar Industry, Charan 
Jeath Singh, highlighted that Girmitiya 
Commemoration has a lot of significance. 

“It is the time to remember and 
commemorate the sufferings that our 
forefathers went through, a time to 
reflect on the past, and ensuring that their 
struggles and sacrifices are not forgotten,” 
Minister Singh said.

“It is more a collection of memories for 
some and for others on the other hand, 
Girmit commemoration is a time to move 
on from the past and think of the future. 

“For them, Girmit is part of their lives 
and they will keep it a moment in history, 
and march on to achieve greater heights 
and make a name for them, their family 
members and the beloved nation, Fiji.”

Present at the ceremony were Taukei 
Navo Ratu Meli Saukuru, Tui Nawaka 
Ratu Joeli Bulu, Taukei Vidilo Ratu 
Wiliame Bouwalu and the Matanivanu 
nodra na Turaga na Tui Naviti, Sikeli 
Mulase.

By MEREANI GONEDUA

THE President, Ratu Wiliame 
Katonivere, has acknowledged 
the Girmityas for choosing Fiji 
as their home.

“We reflect and cherish the impactful 
contribution that the descendants of 
Girmitiyas have had and continue to 
demonstrate in improving our socio-
economic standards and shaping our 
nation’s economy,” President Katonivere 
said.

The Head of State was at the final day 
of the 145th Girmit commemoration in 
Lautoka and paid tribute to the Girimitiyas 
posterity that took the baton from them 
to make Fiji a prosperous nation and 
remembered their sacrifices, struggles and 
contribution in building a new Fiji.

“The Girmitiyas have played a crucial 
role in Fiji’s economy, particularly in 
sectors such as agriculture, commerce, 
and small-scale entrepreneurship. They 
supplied much of the hard labour in cane 
fields, building roads and laying the 
foundations of many of the settlements 
and villages that we live in today.”

“Many of this Girmitiyas are successful 

business owners, farmers, professionals, 
and skilled workers, contributing to 
the country’s economic prosperity and 
development. Commerce and education 
were their cornerstone,” he said.

“This has also given Fiji a unique 
strength in terms of its economy in the 
Pacific Region. We all have benefitted and 
will continue to benefit through their hard 
work in these areas.”

However, President Katonivere said 
one of their greatest legacies was borne 
from the value they placed in education, 
which has been the pillar for change in the 
societies and invested into setting up the 
schools and education system in Fiji to 
build the knowledge based, skills, abilities 
and institutions of success and progress. 

“Therefore, the legacy of the indenture 
system in Fiji is inspirational and 
profound. One of the significant changes 
was that Fiji also became a multi-racial 
country.”

This event was a culmination of three-
day programme organised to mark Girmit 
Day including an event held in the 
Northern Division.
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Girmitiya descendants 
seek vanua blessings

Head of State acknowledges 
Girmitiya contribution

145th Girmit 
Commemoration in 

the Northern Division

Women from the Labasa Nari Sabha performing a skit during the celebration at the Subrail Park in 
Labasa. Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO
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Traditional ‘vakavinavinaka’ (thanksgiving) ceremony being presented to the Chiefs at the Girmit 
Centre in Lautoka. Photo: MEREANI GONEDUA

President, Ratu Wiliame Katonivere and Minister for Multi-Ethnic Affairs and Sugar Industry, 
Charan Jeath Singh, with the staff of the Ministry of Agriculture and Waterways. 

Photo: MEREANI GONEDUA
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No avoiding the hard-yards on the road to success

Listen to your parents: 
girmit descendant

By JOSAIA RALAGO

“THERE is no avoiding the 
hard-yards if you want to 
be successful, one has to 
put in the effort if they 

want to taste fruit of their labour.”
These were the sentiments shared by 

90-year-old Yasoda Ram, a first generation 

Girmitya descendant in Labasa, when asked 
to describe a key lesson she learnt from her 
father, Ram Adin.

Ms Ram said her father had arrived in one 
of the last lots of indentured labourers to 
arrive into the country, prior to its end in 
1919.

Even though her father hardly spoke 
about the condition of his trip over to 

Fiji, she remembered the lessons that was 
valued by her father – which were hard-
work and achieving academic excellence.

 “To earn an honest wage through hard-
work was a value instilled in me as a young 
girl by my father,” the mother of seven 
recalled.

 “To this day, I still get up in the morning, 
iron my son’s uniform and scrape coconuts 
for the oil that I sell to the nearby village.”

 “While I might not have gone 
far academically, my children and 
grandchildren have gone on to complete 
tertiary education, to become doctors, 
teachers, electricians, and others who have 
joined other fields.”

Ms Ram said she had always stressed the 
importance of their roots and their culture 
to her children and grandchildren.

 “Our roots are important as it helps us 
to identify who we are, and as a senior 
member of community I would like to urge 
our children to work-hard and never forget 
the teachings and sacrifices of our elders 
made so we could be where we are today,” 
she said.

Ms Ram said she was grateful to the 
Government for allowing a day in which 
the Girmitya could be remembered for their 
resilience and the contribution they have 
made in building Fiji.

She was part of the Girmit Day celebrations 
held at Subrail Park in Labasa which was 
officiated by the Assistant Minister for 
Rural and Maritime Development, Disaster 
Management, Jovesa Vocea.

By AZARIA FAREEN
 

“I AM excited to have been 
told to attend the Girmit 
day celebrations for being a 
descendant of a girmitya.” 

This was relayed by Shiu Narayan, 80, 
who hails from Wairebatia in Lautoka, 
as he applauded the Government for 
providing everyone with a public holiday 
to commemorate Girmit Day. 

“My grandparents travelled to Fiji from 
Andhra Pradesh in India and lived in 
Sabeto, Nadi where they worked under the 
Girmit system and where my father was 
born,” Mr Narayan explained.

 “They moved to Field 40 in Lautoka 
where I was born and my grandfather 
passed away at the age of 115-years while 
my grandmother passed away at 95-years 
of age.” 

“Later we moved to Natabua where I was 
enrolled at Natabua Primary School from 
class 1 to 8 then we moved to Wairebatia in 
Lautoka in the year 1958,” he added.

Mr Narayan said that he used to be quite 
small when his parents used to walk about 
seven-kilometres from Field 40 with his 
grandmother to work at Wairebatia, in 
Lautoka. 

“I know from descendants of the 
Girmitiyas that our forefathers used to have 
a very tough life and have gone through so 
many challenges,” he said.

 “My grandparents relayed that the 
Columber, field officers and government 
workers used to behave very badly with the 

Girmitiyas.”
 “Their living conditions were not good 

and they used to take their children to the 
farm as they worked and also get hit by the 
Columber,” he added.

He revealed that his grandparents were 
single when they left India and met on the 
boat. They worked together on the farm and 
then got married. 

“They used to tell us stories of India in 
why and how they travelled from India to 
Fiji, the challenges they faced, how they 
endured the long journey and the duration 
it took them to get here,” Mr Narayan said. 

“I recall my grandmother used to have 
a lot of mohar around her neck and it got 
distributed between the ladies in the family 
and there used to be some money from back 
then as well.” 

“My grandfather used to be very healthy 
and he comes from a farming background. 
They showed me various farming tools they 
used to use on the farm which we don’t get 
to see anymore and hardly anyone would 
see a tractor on a farm,” he added. 

Mr Narayan said that he recalls being 
in class three and used to listen to his 
grandparents talk in their mother tongue 
which he grew up listening to. 

“I have visited India and my brother has 
actually visited our families in Andhra 
Pradesh who do grape farming for a living,” 
he revealed. 

“There are no elders alive in the family 
and only the grandchildren live there so it 
was quite difficult to make them understand 
our relation as they only speak in Telugu 

language.” 
“There is a place called Chittoor jhilla 

where my grandparents are from but they 
did not know each other then,” he added.

Mr Narayan said that his dad had one 
brother and two sisters and all of them 
have passed at an old age while he had four 
children and two of them have passed away.

 “I have about eight-acres of land and 
usually able to plant about 210 tonnes of 
sugarcane and able to sell about $6,000 

worth of it which supports my livelihood 
and last year I harvested about 70 tonnes of 
sugarcane,” he relayed. 

“I would like to urge the younger 
generation to listen to your parents because 
then you will go a long way in life and at 
the same time, look after them as they have 
sacrificed a lot to raise you,” he advised.

 

90 year old Yashoda Ram (seated) after receiving her medal from the Assistant Minister for Rural and 
Maritime Development and Disaster Management Jovesa Vocea in Labasa during the 145th Girmit 

celebration recently. Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO

90 year old Yasoda Ram scraping coconuts outsider her home in Labasa. Photo JOSAIA RALAGO

Mr Shiu Narayan from Wairebatia in Lautoka relays stories of his grandparents who were girmityas. 
Photo: PRASHANT SINGH
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By FELIX LESINAIVALU

“THE Blue Economy 
emphasises sustainable 
economic growth 
while also ensuring 

environmental and social sustainability -- 
the two must be mutually inclusive.”

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for 
Finance Biman Prasad during the National 
Blue Economy Workshop at the Grand 
Pacific Hotel recently.

 “The traditional custodians of the land 
and sea, whom we gratefully acknowledge 
today, are our enduring connection to 
the ocean and thus we depend on their 
leadership for a healthy and thriving marine 
ecosystem.”

“Our ocean provides us with protein, 
shelter, and employment and is thus so 
integral to the heritage, customary practices 
and livelihoods of our people.”

DPM Prasad added ecosystem services 
from the marine ecosystem, such as 
fisheries and coastal protection such as 
from mangroves, are vital contributions 
from the ocean, to the economy.

 “Marine Spatial Planning balances the 
competing demands on marine resources 
and ensures that they are used in an 

environmentally responsible, economically 
beneficial, and socially equitable way. It 
also helps to identify important marine 
habitats and species that need protection, 
and assists in our understanding of the 
potential impacts of climate change on our 
marine environment.”

 “There is a saying also known as the 
First Law of Ecology & Environmental 
Science, that goes: Everything is connected 

to everything else.”
DPM Prasad said it, therefore, stands to 

reason that collaboration and partnerships 
at every level—local, regional, and 
international—are pivotal in order to 
effectively tackle the multi-layered 
challenges facing our oceans, such as 
climate change and ocean warming.

He emphasised that the Coalition 
Government under the able leadership of 

the Prime Minister remains committed 
to advancing a holistic and sustainable 
approach to ocean governance and the 
development of the blue economy.

 “I thank the Ministry of Environment 
and Climate Change for the invitation 
to officially open this workshop, and I 
encourage you all to actively engage in 
the discussions and share your valuable 
experiences.”

By JAMIL SULEMAN

FIJI has achieved a significant 
new ranking in its journey 
towards media freedom, now 
placing 44 from 89th in the 2024 

Reporters Without Borders (RSF) index, 
which evaluates media freedom across 180 
countries. 

Jonathan Kumar, a recent journalism 
graduate who has recently joined a 
mainstream media organization, shared his 
insights into Fiji’s new ranking. 

“As a young journalist, I perceive the 
improvement as the first step towards media 
freedom. It acknowledges the struggles of 
professionals who have tirelessly worked to 
produce authentic news.”

According to the RSF index, it was 
highlighted that the repeal of the Media 
Industry Development Act (MIDA) in April 
2023 was an important step for the country. 

The RSF adds that after 16 years of 
recurring attacks on press freedom by 
the former administration, the pressure 
exerted on the media by civil and military 
authorities has eased since the election of 
Sitiveni Rabuka as head of the Republic of 
Fiji in 2022. 

The RSF further noted that the interests 
of journalists are represented by the Fiji 
Media Association (FMA), which was often 
critical of the harassment of the media by 
the previous administration. 

In the course of removing the MIDA Act, 
29 parliamentarians voted for the Act to be 
repealed, 21 voted against it while three did 
not vote. 

Mr Kumar further attributed this milestone 
to both the repeal of draconian legislation 
and the installment of a new government. 

Sharing his personal observations of 
changes in the media landscape, he 
highlighted the Government’s increased 
willingness to engage with difficult questions 
and the shifting dynamics of funding for 
independent media organizations.

Regarding the role of journalists and 
media organisations, Mr Kumar emphasised 
the importance of advocacy as an important 
element in promoting media freedom. 

He underscored the importance of 
transitioning from past constraints to a 
more liberated environment, facilitated by 
intergenerational collaboration.

Mr Kumar further stressed the need 
for sustained funding to bolster media 
infrastructure and training. 

Regarding the accuracy of Fiji’s ranking 
in the RSF index, he acknowledged its 
relativity, citing cultural and legal nuances 
but added that it was a promising indicator.

Furthermore, Mr Kumar said 
internationally, Fiji’s improved media 
freedom was poised to enhance its 
reputation and attract foreign stakeholders 
and investors.

By AZARIA FAREEN
 

MEMBERS of the Cane 
Growers Fund were 
assured of the Fiji 
Government’s continued 

assistance by the Minister for Sugar 
Industry, Charan Jeath Singh, during his 
recent visit to the Northern division.

 “The Government has allocated a $51.7 
million budget in the 2023-2024 National 
Budget out of which $49.7 million will 
be used to establish a sugar unit while $2 
million is allocated towards New Farmers 
and Lease Premium Assistance,” Minister 
Singh highlighted during a meeting.

 “Since the past eight to nine years, 
$1.2 million worth of sugarcane used to 
be processed in Labasa in comparison to 
600,000 tonnes of sugarcane now,” he 
said. 

“This sugar mill is capable of processing 
about $1.5 million worth of sugarcane 
per year and if the sugarcane production 
finishes off or closes down then what will 
we do?”  

Minister Singh relayed to the farmers 
that the Government has shown a lot of 
interest to assist sugarcane farmers who 
can revive the sugar industry to its glory 

days.
 “We are hoping to request for $100 

million in the next budget and if it is 
approved then the farmers can receive 
more assistance accordingly,” he stated.

 “No government has done what this 
government is proactively continuing to 
do for you. If the Government is readily 
assisting you then the farmers also 
have a right and responsibility to raise 
themselves up,” Minister Singh said. 

We will continue to assist you in future 
and try to grow you further so that we can 
collectively develop the sugar industry,” 
he added.

 Those who were supplying 500 tonnes 
of sugarcane have now raised it to 750 
tonnes so for the extra 250 tonnes we 
hope to provide $5 separately,” Minister 
Singh further added.

He added that one dollar per tonne 
provision will also be provided to those 
farmers who cut sugarcane manually or 
by hand.

 “We will propose an increase of $5 
per tonne in the next budget submission 
so that you can take advantage of this 
change in the next harvesting season,” 
Minister Singh said.
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Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance Biman Prasad during the National Blue Economy Workshop. Photo: FELIX LESINAIVALU

In the line of work...Jonathan Kumar, a budding journalist, conducting an interview. Photo: SUPPLIED

Everything is connected to everything else: DPM Prasad

Fiji’s leap in media freedom Ministry of Sugar plans 
ahead of National Budget
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Minister for Multi-Ethnics and Sugar Industry, Charan Jeath Singh with sugarcane farmers in the 
North during a consultation held recently. Photo: SUPPLIED
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FIJI and the United Kingdom 
(UK) will continue to build on 
our shared vision for stability, 
cooperation and prosperity.
This was highlighted by 
the Prime Minister, Sitiveni 
Rabuka, while meeting with 
the UK’s Secretary of State for 
Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Affairs, Lord David 
Cameron in London.
the objective of an Ocean of 
Peace in the Pacific”.

FIJI is deeply committed to 
advancing maritime safety, 
security, and sustainability 
in collaboration with the 
International Maritime 
Organization (IMO). 
Through open dialogue, 
cooperation, and support from 
the IMO, we are confident that 
we can address challenges, 
capitalise on opportunities, and 
further enhance the resilience of 
our maritime sector.
Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, 
made these remarks while 
meeting with the IMO Secretary 
General, Arsenio Dominguez, at 
IMO headquarters in London.

Photo: SUPPLIED

The People’s Coalition Government is holding firm and progressing as 
expected.
This was the reassurance made by the Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, while 
meeting with the Fijian Diaspora at Aldershot in Hampshire, England. 
Aldershot is known as the home of the British Army which currently has 2000 
active personnel from Fiji. 

Photo: SUPPLIED

The Minister for Women, 
Children and Social 
Protection, Lynda Tabuya, 
officiated at the closing 
ceremony of the 2024 
Rexona Bula Business 
House Futsal competition 
at the FMF Gymnasium in 
Suva recently.
The tournament with the 
theme “Fighting Domestic 
Violence and Drugs” 
brought together talented 
athletes and enthusiastic 
supporters in a celebration 
of sportsmanship, and was 
also the first ever tournament 
to include a women’s 
competition.

Photo: SUPPLIED

PM Rabuka Meets UK Foreign 
Secretary Lord David Cameron

PM Rabuka meets with International 
Maritime Organisation Secretary General PM meets the Fijian diaspora at 

Aldershot in Hampshire, England

Minister Tabuya closes 2024 Rexona Bula 
Business House Futsal competition

8Thursday May 16, 2024 9Thursday May 16, 2024



WEST NEWS

10Thursday May 16, 2024

email: news@moc.gov.fj;     
@FijiRepublic;  
Fiji Government;  
	www.fiji.gov.fj
	phone: 3301806  

By MEREANI GONEDUA

A STAGGERING $1.8billion 
in revenue has been 
announced today by Fiji 
Airways with an       unrivalled 

record profit before income tax of $131.8 
million.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for 
Finance, Biman Prasad, while officiating 
at the event at the Fiji Airways hangar 
commended the hardwork carried out by the 
national airline.

 “I want to put into perspective exactly what 
your financial results mean not just to the 
National Airline – but to Fiji. The revenue 
(earnings) for the year 2023 of FJ$1.8 billion 
is a direct injection into the economy,” he 
commended

 “It triggers activity not just in the tourism 
sector, but right across the national economic 
landscape by way of salaries, the three 
purchases of goods and services, the payment 
of utilities, new investments and countless 
other daily transactions - all of which 

collectively fuel the engine of growth.”
DPM Prasad emphasised that Fiji Airways 

efforts and sacrifices have helped people 
outside of their direct workflow locations 
by nurturing lives, paying for education and 
basic health services; and assisting in the 
scaling up of the national infrastructure.

 “Your expertise and passion that you 
provide to the company and what you may 
think as simply a job, sends economic tremors 
right across the nation. Please never forget 
that. Let it be fuel and motivation, on the days 
when you feel drained.”

Minister Prasad also announced that all non-
management employees will receive a bonus 
payout of $5000 as part of their profit share.

Meanwhile, Fiji Airways chief executive 
officer, Andre Viljoen echoed similar 
sentiments and stated that he was extremely 
proud of the commitment and determination 
shown by the entire team to help achieve 
these historic results. 

 “Given the difficult times that the company 
and the nation has come through during 

the COVID-19 pandemic, reaching these 
milestones in such a short time, is testament 
of the grit and tenacity of the Fiji Airways 
Vuvale (family). An airline that consistently 

punches above its weight”.
“Today, we are seeing the benefits of all 

these actions,” he added

More progress in restoration of 
workers’ rights

$1.8b revenue announced for Fiji Airways

By MEREANI GONEDUA

THE Coalition Government has assured 
that the restoration of workers’ rights is 
progressing well through the Employment 
Relations Act review and relevant policies.  

Minister for Employment, Productivity and Industrial 
Relations, Agni Deo Singh, while reassuring members 
of the Fiji Trades Union Congress (FTUC) durning 
the 50th Biennial Delegates Conference in Nadi, 
emphasised that the restoration of workers’ rights 
includes the terms and conditions for workers both in 
the private and public sectors.

Minister Singh highlighted that the delegates 
conference serves as a vital constitutional obligation 
to review the accomplishments and challenges of the 
previous biennial term, engage in robust debates on 
issues impacting the working population and establish 
a strategic work plan for the upcoming biennial term.

 “This significant gathering enables affiliates of the 
Congress to actively contribute to the direction and 
priorities of the FTUC and participate in the election of 
national office bearers for the next term,” he said

“Through this democratic process, the FTUC ensures 

transparency, accountability and inclusivity in its 
governance structure, empowering members to shape 
the future trajectory of the organisation and advocate 
for the rights and interests of working people across 
Fiji.”

He stated that the Biennial Conference was critical 
as it provides a platform for affiliates to actively 
participate in shaping the direction and priorities of the 
organisation.

“It is a forum where voices are heard, ideas are 
exchanged and decisions are made collectively to 
ensure that the interests of your members are at the 
forefront of your agenda.”

“Through this democratic process, continue to uphold 
transparency, accountability and inclusivity in your 
governance structure, empowering each member to 
contribute to the success and sustainability of the 
FTUC,” he added

The Minister also commended FTUC for the 
tremendous work currently undertaken with the Fiji 
Government through the tripartite mechanism in 
ensuring decent work and social justice for all.

By MEREANI GONEDUA

SEVEN registered sugarcane farmers in the Western 
division were recently handed their lease renewals 
under the New Farmers and Lease Premium Renewal 
Program.

Under this program, a total of 95 registered sugarcane 
farmers were granted lease renewals with seven beneficiaries 
hailing from the Western Division and the remaining 88 from 
the Northern Division.

Minister for Multi-Ethnic Affairs and Sugar Industry, Charan 
Jeath Singh, highlighted that the  initiative underscores the 
Government’s unwavering commitment to the revitalisation of 
the sugar industry, recognizing its pivotal role in the economy 
and the livelihoods of its people.

“We have allocated a substantial budget of $2 million for the 
New Farmers and Lease Renewal Program for the 2023-2024 
financial year,” he said

“Of this amount, $1.5 million has been dedicated to lease 
renewals for existing sugarcane farmers, while $0.5 million 
will support potential farmers in acquiring land for sugarcane 
farming.”

Minister Singh highlighted that the Coalition Government 
had initiated a taskforce last year to address land lease issues, 
conducting consultations nationwide and that progress had 
been made in developing strategies to tackle these challenges, 
with measures expected in the upcoming budget.

 “Under this program, the Ministry of Sugar Industry will 
provide funding support, covering 30 per cent of the cost 
or a maximum of $7,500, whichever is lower, to eligible 
applicants,” he revealed

“In addition to lease renewal assistance, we have implemented 
various other measures to support our farmers, such as 
increasing cane payments to a record-high of $91.38 per tonne, 
providing incentives for manual harvesting, and rewarding 
increased production efforts”.

“I urge all farmers to seize these opportunities and continue 
their invaluable contribution to our sugar industry’s growth 
and prosperity,” Minister Singh advised.

Meanwhile, sugarcane farmer Ram Kumar commended the 
Government for the initiative taken in assisting farmers.

Mr Kumar highlighted that such assistance was a huge relief 
for farmers as it lifts a heavy burden off their shoulder.

 “I am just thankful for such assistance as it will assist me and 
my family in many ways.”

Minister for Employment, Productivity and Industrial Relations, Agni Deo Singh and Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Tourism and 
Civil Aviation, Villiame Gavoka. Photo MEREANI GONEDUA

Fiji Airways chairman, Nalin Patel, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad, 
and Fiji Airways chief executive officer, Andre Viljoen. Photo: MEREANI GONEDUA

Westerners receive 
lease renewal for 
sugarcane farm
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By JOSAIA RALAGO

“LIVESTOCK farming is not a ‘field’ 
for the faint-hearted, and where 
one could only succeed through 
commitment, determination and a 

passion for the work.”
These were the sentiments shared by 56-year-

old Bhan Pratap of Lagalaga, Macuata following 
the commissioning of his goat shed which was 
fully funded by the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Waterways at a cost of $25,000.

Mr Pratap who started out as a sugarcane farmer, 
decided to venture into livestock farming a 
decade ago and from the get-go, had understood 
the importance of being proactive and alert when 
involved in the sector.

“This is because of the risks that are involved, 
which could be extreme weather conditions, theft 
and losses by dog attacks,” he said.

As Tropical Cyclone Yasa ravaged across 
communities in the North, Mr Prasad also lost 50 
percent of his livestock in its wake which led to 
the request for the Government-funded goat-shed.

 “I am fortunate enough to have been awarded 
this assistance, which is proof of the Government’s 
commitment towards livestock farmers like 
myself,” he said.

The shed constructed is for the baby goat, to 
protect them for harsh weather conditions and 
ultimately avoid infant mortality.

The Assistant Minister for Agriculture 
and Waterways, Tomasi Tunabuna, while 
commissioning the project commended Mr Pratap 
for continuing to pursue livestock farming despite 
the constraints, also assuring other farmers of 
Government’s commitment towards the sector.

Asst. Minister Tunabuna added that there was a 
need to have more livestock farmers in the country 
to meet local demands, as close to 99 percent of 
goat and sheep meat consumed locally were 
imported.

“We have a lot of respect for farmers who still 
continue with sheep and goat farming, knowing 
very well that there’s a lot of constraints when it 
comes to raising livestock,” he said.

Minister urges farmers to use  
assistance to maximise production

Livestock farmer receives new goat-shed from Govt

By JOSAIA RALAGO

THE Minister for Sugar and Multi-
Ethnic Affairs Charan Jeath Singh is 
calling on cane farmers in the North to 
make good use of the assistance and 

opportunities available to maximise production.
These comments followed a report by several 

Indian engineers tasked to inspect the three 
sugarcane mills in the country, with the diagnosis 
that Labasa was the top performing mill.

 “Several engineers came, they did the analysis 
and found that out of the three mills, Labasa is 
the best performing mill,” Minister Singh said.

 “So, if we have a good mill, we should have 
good amount of sugar being crushed here,” he 
added

 “The capability of this mill is that we can 
crush 1.5million tonnes, but currently with the 
industries position amidst all the downturn in 
the sugar industry throughout Fiji, we are only 

crushing 600,000 tonnes.”
And for this, Minister Singh said, the 

Government was playing its part in rolling out 
assistance and schemes that farmers should 
capitalise on to assist in improving their yield.

 “We have 13 programs by which we are 
funding the farmers, through planting of cane, 
fertiliser, weedicide, fencing, and this is not end 
of the assistance,” Minister Singh said.

 “If we are seeing improvements, definitely the 
Government will go ahead and pour more money 
towards the industry to make sure that we hit our 
target back to 1.5 million tonnes of sugar from 
Labasa, and it can happen, the opportunities are 
there.”

Meanwhile, the Government recently rolled out 
a $2 million assistance to assist 88 farmers in 
the Northern Division and seven in the Western 
Division, through partial payment of their lease 
renewals.

By JOSAIA RALAGO

“AS female 
farmers, we 
are trying to 
assert in the 

agricultural sector that we are also 
capable of producing and these 
kinds of (Government) assistance 
means a lot, where the assistance is 
given out equally to both men and 
women.

“I am very happy, I would like to 
thank the Coalition Government 
for assisting us, and enabling us 
to continue pursuing sugarcane 
farming, and for considering female 
farmers as well.” 

These were the sentiments 
expressed by 49-year-old Anita 
Lata, who was all smiles as she 
received her documents from the 
Minister for Sugar and Multi-Ethnic 
Affairs, Charan Jeath Singh, as one 
of the beneficiaries to the latest 
sugar cane farmers’ assistance by 
the Government.  

The assistance that 88 farmers in 
Vanua Levu and seven farmers in 
Viti Levu have benefited from, was 
a program under the New Farmers 
and Lease Renewal Program 

rendered by the Ministry with a 
budgetary allocation of $2million.

This was part and parcel of the 
Ministry’s approved assistance for 
lease-renewals whereby it pays 30 
percent of the cost or a maximum of 
$7,500, whichever was lower, to the 
95 farmers.

Ms Lata said she was truly grateful 
to the Coalition Government for the 
assistance rendered towards cane-
farmers, especially female farmers.

Minister Singh assured the farmers 
of the Government’s commitment 
towards the revival of the sugar 
industry.

 “Other programs, that we have, 
through the Ministry of Sugar, has 
been assisting you all are farm 
access roads, in-field drainages, 
cage bins, subsidies for fertiliser, 
weedicides, cane planting grants 
for tractors, harvesters and as 
soon for mechanical cane planters 
and fertilizer applications,” he 
explained.

 “I urge all eligible farmers to take 
advantage of these opportunities 
and to continue their invaluable 
contribution to our sugar industry.”

Beneficiaries of the New Farmers Assistance with the Minister for Sugar and Multi-Ethnic Affairs. Charan Jeath Singh, in 
Labasa. Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO.

(L-r) Brij Prasad,69 and Chand Kumari, 70, of Lagalagala in Labasa at the New Farmers 
Assistance handover today. Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO.

(L-R) Principal Agriculture Officer North Sujendra Prasad, Farmer Bhan Pratap and his 
family at his newly built goat shed in Lagalaga, Labasa. Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO.

The newly built goat shed belonging to Bhan Pratap.

Female farmer thanks 
Govt for assistance
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PRIME Minister and Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, Sitiveni 
Rabuka and Australian Minister 
for International Development 

and the Pacific, Pat Conroy recently met 
in Nadi where they reaffirmed their two 
Governments’ commitment to further 
advance the bilateral relations.

This advancing of relations will be done 
through the renewed and elevated Vuvale 
Partnership.

During the meeting PM Rabuka and 
Minister Conroy also discussed Australia’s 
recent investment of AU$10 million 
(approximately FJ$14.97m) to fund 
a Colonial War Memorial (CWMH) 
infrastructure master plan – a critical step 
in moving towards a new national referral 
hospital for the people of Fiji. 

The bilateral meeting coincided with the 
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOUs) to formalise Australia’s assistance in 
the development of Fiji’s port infrastructure 
and services.

The MOU outlines a framework to 
cooperate on future investments into Fiji’s 
port infrastructure and services. 

It demonstrates Australia’s commitment 
to work with Fiji as it develops a pipeline 
of sustainable, quality infrastructure 
investments.

Prime Minister Rabuka and Minister 
Conroy also signed an MOU on cyber 
security cooperation, which sets out how 
the two countries will strengthen their work 
together to respond to the increase in cyber 
threats against their citizens, businesses and 
critical infrastructure. 

PM Rabuka noted that Fiji and Australia 
would work in partnership to strengthen 
their response to cyber incidents, including 
through improving information sharing, 
upskilling Fiji’s workforce and enhancing 
governance arrangements. 

PM Rabuka and Minister Conroy also 
discussed the announcement of a new 
five-year AU$100 million (approximately 
FJ$149.79m) Australia-Pacific Partnerships 
for Aviation Program (P4A).  

The program, to commence later this year, 
will work with Pacific countries to build a 
safer, more resilient and sustainable aviation 
sector. 

The P4A program will also invest in 

improving aviation skills, 
capability and knowledge, 
through targeted education and 
vocational skills initiatives for 
Pacific students at Fiji National 
University in Nadi and Griffith 
University in Brisbane. 

Prime Minister Rabuka 
welcomed Australia’s 
commitment to quadruple the 
number of Australia Award 
Pacific Scholarships offered 
annually to Fijian students 
(up to 50 students in 2025), 
focusing on courses that 
address critical skills gaps in 
the Fiji economy, including 
health care, engineering and 
technical trades. These courses 
will be delivered through an 
ongoing partnership with Fiji 
National University.

 (Source: Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs)

PM Rabuka meets with the 
Tongan counterpart: Fiji-
Tonga relations affirmed

Fiji and Australia bilateral meeting signals 
stronger cooperation 

PRIME Minister and Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, Sitiveni 
Rabuka, met with the 
Tongan Prime Minister, 

Hu’akavemeiliku Sovaleni, as Members 
of the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) Troika.

The meeting was an opportunity for 
the two leaders to discuss the key areas 
of collaboration ahead of the upcoming 
53rd Pacific Islands Forum Leaders 
Meeting (PIFLM53) to be held in Tonga, 
from 26-30 August 2024.The Prime 
Ministers focused particularly on key 
issues relating to the management of the 
Forum that goes to the heart of leadership 
and its transition at PIF.

In the process the Troika received a 
briefing from the PIF Secretariat on 
processes leading up to the Leaders’ 
meeting that will address issues to be 
considered by the Leaders in Tonga.

The Prime Ministers further explored 
avenues to optimise funding streams 
aimed at supporting PIF Members deal 
with the impacts of the climate crisis.

The two leaders also exchanged views 
on regional cooperation to advance 
economic development and address 
resilience in the face of climate change, 
among issues of importance to the 

welfare of the Pacific family.
PM Rabuka reaffirmed Fiji’s support 

and best wishes to PM Sovaleni as his 
country prepares to host the PIFLM53.

Further, PM Rabuka said Fiji will 
continue to work closely with Tonga 
and other Pacific Island countries to 
delivering the goals of the 2050 Strategy, 
particularly in improving the livelihoods 
and prospects of the Pacific people while 
continuing to advance regional solidarity 
and prosperity.

PM Sovaleni commended Prime 
Minister Rabuka for his vision of the 
Pacific as the Ocean for Peace.

Furthermore, he expressed appreciation 
at PM Rabuka’s insights and recalled the 
exceptional work he had demonstrated in 
reuniting the region at a pivotal moment 
of the Pacific’s history that saw Kiribati 
re-joining the Forum family

The Tongan Prime Minister looks 
forward to welcoming Prime Minister 
Rabuka at the 53rd Pacific Island Forum 
Leaders Meeting and he is grateful 
for Fiji’s remarkable support and 
cooperation.  

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

FIJI’S Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (MFA) has expressed its 
appreciation to the New Zealand 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

and Trade (MFAT) for the opportunity 
provided to the cohort of five MFA staff 
who participated in the three weeks Pacific 
Diplomacy Training Programme.

Fijian participants are among the Pacific 
Islands participants including Papua New 
Guinea, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Tonga, 
Tuvalu, Cook Islands, Federated States 
of Micronesia, Republic of the Marshall 
Islands and Palau. 

The participants were part of the three-
week block second residential training 
programme, delivered in New Zealand and 
a further two-week block will be delivered 
in Suva, in July this year.

Ministry permanent secretary, Dr 
Lesikimacuata Korovavala thanked the 
MFAT for its support in providing Pacific 
centred training which also promotes 
knowledge, networking and diplomatic 
skills that responds to the emerging complex 
international environment.

Dr Korovavala said this initiative 
demonstrates New Zealand’s commitment 
to reinforcing partnerships with the Pacific 
as well as enhancing regional diplomacy.  

Expressing similar sentiments, the New 
Zealand High Commissioner to Fiji, 
Charlotte Darlow, emphasised the value 
such training holds for enhancing knowledge 
and capacity development of public service 
officials.

Ms Darlow said New Zealand was committed 
to supporting professional development 
training opportunities that offer several 
benefits such as negotiation skills, strategic 
thinking and effective communications, 
which together contribute to the effectiveness 
of officials in their roles.

The training was first piloted in October 
2023, with six MFA staff having completed 
their three-week block training in New 
Zealand and then two-week -block training 
in PNG. 

They described the training programme as 
comprehensive, informative and empowering, 
covering key areas in diplomacy with 
bilateral, regional and multilateral focus.

The program provides officials with 
knowledge and expertise in the diplomatic 
tradecraft that enhances their skills on 
the global rules-based order and regional 
peace, trade and prosperity, nation building, 
foreign policy formulation and deliveries, 
negotiation, and building and managing 
partnerships among nations. 

Notably, the training aims to build capacity 
in the Pacific foreign services by encouraging 
closer collaboration amongst Pacific 
diplomats and officials.

The five MFA staff underwent training at the 
Victoria University of Wellington’s Pipitea 
campus in New Zealand from April 15- May 
3, 2024.

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Sitiveni Rabuka and Tongan Prime Minister 
Hu’akavemeiliku Sovaleni in a meeting discussed collaboration opportunities between Fiji and 

Tonga at the regional forums and on the global stage. Photo: SUPPLIED

(L – R) Representing Fiji at the Pacific Diplomacy Training Programme in New Zealand, the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (MFA) Team, Yvonne Osborne, Anasilini Turaga, Suneet Kumar, Merewalesi Radiloa and Mariana 

Tuinasavusavu. Photo: SUPPLIED

Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Sitiveni 
Rabuka and the Australian Minister for International 

Development and the Pacific, Pat Conroy during a 
bilateral meeting and signing of the two Memorandum of 

Understanding. Photo: SUPPLIED

Fiji represented at the 2nd Pacific Diplomatic 
Training Programme in New Zealand 
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Dairy industry acknowledges Government assistance

By AZARIA FAREEN
 

DAIRY farmer Nilesh Lakhan 
of Waidalice in Tailevu has 
applauded 16 dairy farms in 
the area that have become 

popular for in the dairy industry. 
Most of these farmers’ milk are sold to 

the Waidalice Chiiling Centre while the 
Fiji Cooperative Dairy Company Limited 
(FCDCL) acts as a mediator between the 
two.

 “The assistance we are getting from the 
Government is benefitting the farmers 
cluster as some farmers here were facing 
a lot of challenges such as the price of the 
cattle feed,” Mr Lakhan said.

 “Thankfully the cattle feed subsidy 
provided by the Government is easing 
the burden of the farmers and they are 
increasing the milk productivity in the 
process.”

 “FCDCL is receiving a grant from the 
Government which continues to trickle 
down to the farmers,” he added. 

Having been in the dairy industry for over 
30 years, Mr Lakhan said that the farming 
back then used to be natural and organic.

 “The land fertility used to be stronger 
compared back then and we now depend 
more on supplementary feed which is pricey 
and that is why it costs the dairy farming 
business more money to produce milk,” he 
explained.

 “The interest shown by the youth towards 
dairy farming is decreasing by the day and 
if the Government does not intervene in 
this regard, then in the next 10 to 20 years, 
we will see very fewer dairy farmers in the 
country.”

 “The Waidalice area is known for the 
dairy farmers and the chilling centre was set 
up for these farmers which supports them 
and I just wish this continues to progress 

further into the future,” he added.
FCDCL chief executive officer, 

Kushmendra Prasad, highlighted 
that the company was established 
in 2012 in Manoca, Nausori and has 
been debt free.

 “FCDCL is a non-profit 
organisation and we believe that 
when the farmers profit that’s when 
we profit,” he said. 

“We are indebted to the Government 
for their timely assistance which has 
also contributed in improving the 
livelihood of the farmers through 
dividends.”

 “This is how we can reduce the 
import bill as the dollar value for 
the demand for milk in Fiji sits at 
$80 million while the milk that we 

produce is worth $50 million,” he 

added.
Mr Prasad said that in order to meet the 

supply, lots of milk needs to be produced so 
that they are able to increase the demand for 
local products in the market.

 “I would like to thank those farmers who 
milk their cows with so many challenges 
while we transport it to the factory and also 
acknowledge the Government for providing 
their continuous support and subsidy to 
ensure that the dairy industry continues to 
prosper,” he said.

 “The FCDCL is growing from a small 
business and one day we will bear the fruits 
of our labour but our production has to be 
good,” Mr Prasad added. 

The Government provided $5 million to 
FCDCL in 2022.

By NANISE NEIMILA
 

WITH her affectionate smile 
and jolly personality, 
one can never think that 
50-year-old Rani Hassan 

is someone who battles with a debilitating 
illness, Lupus, on a daily basis.

Having been diagnosed with Lupus 
in 2019, Ms Hassan has bravely shared 
her journey to raise awareness on this 
autoimmune disease that attacks organs 
and tissues in the body.

Lupus is manifested through inflammation 
that can impact various parts of the body, 
including the skin, joints, blood, and vital 
organs like the kidneys, lungs, and heart. 

For Ms Hassan, her diagnosis came after 
a period of being misdiagnosed between 
2017 and 2019. 

“My initial symptoms included hair loss, 
joint pains and the distinctive butterfly rash 
on my face.”

“As I progressed through my journey 
with Lupus, I learned about its different 
forms, such as SLE (Systemic Lupus 
Erythematosus). 

“I specifically have lupus cerebritis, 
which primarily affects the brain,” she 
explained.

In late 2020, Ms Hassan experienced 
seizures due to Lupus and the subsequent 
medication caused continuous headaches.  

She initially attributed the headaches to 
her chronic illness but later discovered 

that they were symptoms of a much more 
serious problem.

“The headaches were caused by blood 
clotting in my brain, leading to a stroke. 
In November 2020, I suffered continuous 
seizures—up to 10 times in a minute, 
lasting an entire day,” Ms Hassan said.

Today, she relies on medication to 
manage seizures, crucial for her well-
being. 

Despite enduring a stroke and 
experiencing memory loss, she remains 
resilient, guided by the support of her 
loving family.

“Every day is a battle for us, with some 
days being better than others. I cannot 
stress enough the importance of attending 
clinic appointments and adhering to 
prescribed medications.

“Our stories are uncertain, but I am 
grateful for the unwavering support of 
my husband, children and my circle of 
supportive friends and family that carries 
us through each day.”

Ms Hassan’s story underscores the 
importance of early diagnosis, proper 
medical treatment and awareness in 
managing Lupus.

Ministry of Health and Medical Services’ 
permanent secretary, Dr Jemesa Tudravu, 
highlighted that lupus may not be as 
common as diabetes or high blood pressure, 
or as “famous” as COVID-19 or HIV but 
it’s still a serious chronic disease which 
has a significant impact on those that have 

them and their families, and “we should 
know about it and be in a better position to 
help those who have them”.

“The cause of lupus remains unconfirmed, 
but it is suggested that a combination 
of genetics and environmental factors 
may contribute to the onset of the 
disease. Women and non-whites are 
disproportionately affected. More research 
is being done to better understand the 
disease.”

 “For Fiji, the Ministry of Health and 
Medical Services reports showed that 

49 cases of Lupus were admitted and 
diagnosed in 2017, 34 in 2018, and 60 
patients in 2019.”

Dr Tudravu remains confident on gaining 
support for bringing more awareness as 
well as addressing stigmatisation of the 
disease, and also ensuring that Fiji’s ability 
to diagnose, treat, and provide a continuum 
of care through strategic partnerships with 
stakeholders such as the Lupus Foundation 
of Fiji, for those who have them are 
continually improved so that they can 
continue to lead a productive life.

Rani Hassan (middle) is flanked by family members during the World Lupus celebration held in Suva last 
week. Photo: NANISE NEIMILA

Dairy farmer and former police officer, Nilesh Lakhan. Photo: SUPPLIED

Fiji Cooperative Dairy Company Ltd chief executive officer, Kushmendra Prasad. Photo: SUPPLIED

Rani shares her journey of 
living with Lupus
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DPM Kamikamica represents 
Fiji at the ICAAP Ministerial 

Conference Meeting in Jordan
Good corporate governance 

for sustainability

The Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister for Trade, 
Co-operatives, Small and 
Medium Enterprises and 

Communications, Manoa Kamikamica 
represented Fiji at the recently held 11th 
International Co-operative Alliance Asia 
Pacific Ministerial Conference in Jordan.

The Conference is held every four 
years and serves as a vital platform 
for advocating the importance of 
partnerships between Governments and 
co-operatives in the Asia Pacific (AP) 
and Middle Eastern and North Africa 
(MENA) regions.

DPM Kamikamica had the opportunity 
to address the Conference, along with 
other participating Ministers and 
provided an overview of the co-operative 
movement in Fiji.

“It is great to be participating in the 
Ministerial Conference for the first 
time, given the significance the Fiji 
Government places on co-operative 
development. They are critical to our 
economic diversification plans and 
stimulating economic activity for 
economic growth. As policy makers it is 
our responsibility to create an enabling 
policy and regulatory environment that is 
conducive to cooperative development,” 
he said.

The conference provided an opportunity 
for cooperatives and Governments to 
discuss current and emerging issues 
and set a common agenda towards 
the establishment of new forms of 
cooperation between Governments and 
cooperatives.

“We are happy to promote Fiji co-
operatives at the international stage.  
It is important to let the international 
stakeholders know that co-operatives are 
still well and alive in Fiji. And we are 
grateful to be given such opportunities 
to engage and discuss challenges and 
opportunities in for co-operatives in Fiji 
and the Pacific,” DPM Kamikamica said.

He aims to forge new partnerships with 
development partners and countries with 
a successful co-operative movement to 
increase co-operatives economic and 
social contributions.  

 “With the strong footprint of co-
operatives in Fiji and Pacific, I sincerely 
request International Co-operative 
Alliance to establish a presence and 
office in Fiji due to its strategic location 
as the regional hub and the fact that 
multi-national donor agencies and 
development partners such as United 
Nation Offices, World Bank and Asian 
Development Banks are based in Fiji,” 
DPM Kamikamica urged. 

The Department of Co-operatives 
Business, under the Ministry of Trade, 
Co-operatives, Small and Medium 
Enterprises and Communications, is 
responsible for the development and 
promotion of Co-operatives in Fiji. 

There are close to 600 operating co-
operations in Fiji across 15 sectors and 
hold $150 million worth of assets. 

(Source: Ministry of Trade, Co-
operatives, Small and Medium 
Enterprises and Communications)

By FELIX LESINAIVALU

“GOOD corporate 
governance practices 
instill in entities 
the essential vision, 

processes and structures to make decisions 
that ensure long-term sustainability.”

This was highlighted by the permanent 
secretary for Public Enterprises, Parmesh 
Chand while opening the Corporate 
Governance Workshop at Holiday Inn 
recently.

“The Ministry for Public Enterprise is 
committed to facilitating learning and 
development opportunities for Board 
Directors and Secretaries and Senior 
Executive Management to equip you with 
the tools you need to contribute effectively 
towards your respective state-owned 
enterprises and statutory bodies.”

“I am delighted to see that this year, the 
participants list has been expanded to 
include senior executive management, 
company secretaries and future prospective 
directors and I know that each and every 
one of you present in this room is seeking to 
contribute your skills and knowledge for the 
betterment of our Government companies 

and statutory bodies.”
Mr Chand added that he was pleased 

to share that in their efforts to promote 
representation of women at decision-making 
levels, out of the 100 participants, 20 are 
women who hold senior executive positions 
in the Civil Service and aspire to become 
board directors.

 “Going forward, this workshop will equip 
you with the essential knowledge and skill-
set to fulfil your roles successfully,” PS 
Chand said.

 “With an increasing focus on corporate 
governance in recent years, the role of each 
and every one of you has become extremely 
critical in ensuring that companies and 
statutory bodies operate in a responsible and 
effective manner, and that it is delivering 
value to its shareholders and other 
stakeholders.”

The workshop was one of the many efforts 
to up-skill board directors and secretaries as 
well as executive management to understand 
principles of good governance, financial 
and risk management, role of Board versus 
management, duties and responsibilities of 
directors and officers, strategic planning, 
and the role of board secretary.

By FELIX LESINAIVALU

“ATHLETICS is much 
more than just running, 
jumping, and throwing. 
It embodies the values 

of teamwork, perseverance, discipline, and 
dedication and through this event, we must 
cheer our students to push their limits, 
to strive for excellence, and to give their 
best.”

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
for Tourism and Civil Aviation, Viliame 
Gavoka, highlighted this during his 
opening address at the 2024 Fiji Secondary 
School Coca-Cola Athletics Competition 
at the HFC stadium recently.

 “You gather not only as competitors but 
as a community bound together by the 
love of sports and the pursuit of personal 
growth.”

 “On behalf of the Coalition Government, 
I would like to extend my heartfelt 
gratitude to the organising committee, 
teachers and all individuals who volunteer 
and dedicate their time and effort to ensure 
the smooth execution of this biggest three 
days secondary schools sporting event.”

DPM Gavoka urged athletes and 
supporters to embrace the true essence of 
athletics, which was “the power to inspire, 
the strength to persevere, and the joy of 
achievement”. 

 “May this competition be filled with 
moments of pride, camaraderie, and 
memorable experiences. I wish all athletes 
the best in the three days filled with thrilling 
sporting moments,” he said

“This event is always one of the 
highlights of every school year, as it not 
only showcases the incredible talent and 
abilities of our students, but also serves as 

a platform for unity, sportsmanship, and 
healthy competition.”

The games saw students attend from 
as far as Rotuma maritime zone, West, 
the friendly North, Tailevu, Namosi, and 
Naitasiri to Suva. 

 “This game brings students, parents and 
supporters from the 14 provinces of Fiji 

on their feet and convene through sports in 
Suva,” DPM Gavoka said.

Mahatma Gandhi Memorial High School 
created history by winning the Girls grade 
for the first time while Marist Brothers 
High School successfully defended the 
boys’ grade.

Athletes during the Sub-Junior boys 1500m race at the HFC Stadium. Photo: FELIX LESINAIVALU

Permanent Secretary for Public Enterprises, Parmesh Chand while opening the Corporate Governance 
Workshop. Photo: SUPPLIED

Deputy Prime Minister Manoa Kamikamica engages in panel discussions at the 11th Co-operative 
Ministerial Conference in Jordan. Photo: SUPPLIED

Athletics embodies the values of 
discipline: DPM Gavoka
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DPM Kamikamica emphasises 
on call to action at the WTO 

DPM Kamikamica emphasises on 
efforts to rebuild and re-engineer Fiji 

FIJI has called on World Trade 
Organization (WTO) members 
to conclude negotiations for a 
balanced and comprehensive 

Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies before 
the year ends.

The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
for Trade, Co-operatives, Small and Medium 
Enterprises and Communications, Manoa 
Kamikamica, while delivering his remarks 
during the WTO Informal Ministerial 
gathering in Paris, highlighted that Fiji and 
the Pacific continues to be a strong advocate 
for disciplines on fisheries subsidies that 
contribute to overcapacity and overfishing, 
following the WTO Thirteenth Ministerial 
Conference (MC13).

“As owners of two thirds of the world’s 
tuna resources, we demanded our voices 
be heard as equals. We pleaded for our 
ocean resources to be sustainably managed, 
protected and not overfished for the sake of our 
future generations.”

“In my last statement at MC13, I asked for 
WTO Members who wish to continue and 
conclude negotiations for a Comprehensive 
Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies to stand. 
Nearly all members inside this room stood up 
in solidarity with Fiji and the Pacific in support 
of our call. In this vein, I strongly urge that 
we conclude negotiations for a balanced and 
comprehensive Agreement before the year 
ends - and I dare remind this Room that we 
are racing against a Sunset Clause,” stated the 
Deputy Prime Minister.

During the meeting, DPM Kamikamica 
also highlighted that Fiji remains committed 
to finding practical solutions to proceed and 
deliver a comprehensive outcome on fisheries 
subsidies.

“For Fiji, the chair’s advanced text of 1 March 
2024, should be the basis of negotiations 
and we need to achieve the mandate of a 
comprehensive agreement that fully delivers 
the mandate of SDG 14.6 and MC12,” he 
added.

“Fiji cannot in good sense agree to any 
moratorium being imposed on fisheries 

subsidies.  It is unrealistic, unsustainable and 
will further push unscrupulous exploitation of 
the very stock that our fisherfolk back at home 
depend on for their livelihood and sustenance.”

DPM Kamikamica has reaffirmed the 
commitment to conclude negotiations on Fish 
2 as soon as possible.

“We do not have to wait for MC14. We should 
continue the momentum of our negotiations or 
face the risk of having no deal.  In concluding 
this Comprehensive Agreement, we also prove 
to the world that the WTO and its system works 
for everyone - even small island vulnerable 
economies, such as the Pacific.”

“This is not about short-term self-interests and 
politics, for Fiji and the Pacific this is about our 
livelihood, our culture and our food security.” 

(Source: Ministry of Trade, Co-operatives, 
Small and Medium Enterprises and 
Communications)

 “WE are working on 
a rebuilding and 
re-engineering 
journey for Fiji, 

particularly focusing not only the economic 
architecture of our country but also other 
challenges relating to infrastructure and 
socio- economic issues.”

Deputy Prime Minister and the Minister 
for Trade, Co-operatives, Small and Medium 
Enterprises and Communications, Manoa 
Kamikamica, while speaking at the Fiji 
North-America Business Mission in San 
Francisco, USA recently, highlighted that the 
Business Mission came at a time of growing 
interest in Fiji’s economic potential.

“But suffice to say Google is investing in 
Fiji in establishing a Data Centre and laying 
new subsea cables linking Fiji to the United States, Australia and Tahiti. This 
landmark investment solidifies Fiji’s aspirations to be the regional hub for 
connectivity and innovation in the Pacific.  If Google is comfortable with Fiji 
then that is a good enough statement of our capability to attract investments,” 
DPM Kamikamica highlighted.

“I am told that we have five per cent of Fijians that are unconnected, and 
we need to start the journey of connecting the five percent and improving the 
existing connectivity,” he said.

DPM Kamikamica stated that a noteworthy initiative being embarked by the 
Fiji Government together with the International Telecommunications Union 
(ITU) was the development of Fiji’s National Digital Strategy.

“In terms of some of our initiatives in the digital space, we are looking at 
a Cybersecurity Strategy, Artificial Intelligence and digitisation of Fiji’s 
economy,” he added.

He said that the National E-commerce Strategy was being developed and was 
in its final stages.

“We have been lucky that for a country with a population of less than a million 
people we have two largest operators in the world in Fiji namely Vodafone and 
Telstra.  In terms of e-commerce, the ability to stimulate economic activity all 
over Fiji has expanded quite rapidly. Through this Strategy we hope to continue 
the momentum to ensure that trade becomes easier to do.”

“Some of the initiatives that we have deployed to make things easier is the 
establishment of an Investment Facilitation Committee.  The Investment 
Facilitation Committee which I chair works to address your hurdles and 
facilitate your investment process. Investment Fiji’s role was transition from 
being a regulator to an investment facilitator,” DPM Kamikamica said.

“We have invested in a Fiji Integrated Licenses and Permits Approvals system 
(FILPAS) which would provide 25 e-services of 16 different agencies on a 
single platform. Through a click of a button, you can “Start a Business” from 
anywhere, making your experience much easier.”

He also highlighted that the Ministry established a Commercial Agriculture 
Taskforce to support diversification and expansion.

(Source: Ministry of Trade, Co-operatives, Small and Medium Enterprises 
and Communications)

“OVER the years, we 
have seen a growing 
interest from Canada-
based investors in areas 

related to tourism, real estate, agriculture 
and renewable energy.”

“For instance, since 2022, four projects 
on tourism, retail and ICT with a proposed 
value of $3.2 million were registered 
in Fiji from Canadian investors. This 
demonstrates the confidence that Canadian 
businesses have in Fiji’s economic 
prospects.”

This insight was shared by the Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-
operatives, Small and Medium Enterprises 
and Communications Manoa Kamikamica, 
while delivering his address at the Fiji 
North-America Business Forum in Surrey, 
BC, Canada.

The Minister highlighted that one of the 
primary objectives of this Mission is to 
promote investment in Fiji.

“On the trade front, prior to the pandemic, 

our total two-way trade was worth $69.97 
million. Fiji exports to Canada were 
worth $15.58 million last year, largely 
underpinned by exports of mineral and 
aerated waters, ginger, fresh produce and 
mahogany,” added DPM Kamikamica.

“The important role of investments in the 
development of any country, such as Fiji 
cannot be emphasised enough. Investments, 
whether domestic or foreign is merely a 
lifeblood of economic and social progress 
for our people and our economy.”

He stated that Fiji was an ideal place as 
the destination of trade and investment 
by choice and thatwas why the Fiji 
Government was undertaking proactive 
initiatives in the quest to “Rebuild Fiji” and 
attract investors.

“With an aim to boost investment in 
our country, Investment Fiji’s role was 
revamped to become an Investment and 
Trade Promotion Agency. The Investment 
Facilitation Committee was established 
to effectively address issues hindering 

investment activities in Fiji and at the same 
time streamline the investment process, as 
well.”

“We must not lose sight of our connections 
with our own diaspora, no matter how far 
we are spread across the globe. We need 
to reconnect with our diaspora who can 
contribute back to our economy through 
investments, knowledge and skills.   As 
we embark on this journey together, let 

us remember that our success is measured 
by the impact we bring, lives we improve, 
the communities we empower, and the 
opportunities we create for our people,” he 
concluded.

(Source: Ministry of Trade, Co-
operatives, Small and Medium Enterprises 
and Communications)

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-operatives, Small and Medium Enterprises and 
Communications, Manoa Kamikamica during the Business Forum in Surrey, BC, Canada

Photo: SUPPLIED

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
for Trade, Co-operatives, Small 

and Medium Enterprises and 
Communications, Manoa Kamikamica 
delivers his address at the Fiji North-
American Business Mission Forum in 

San Francisco, USA. 
Photo: SUPPLIED

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-
operatives, Small and Medium Enterprises and 

Communications, Manoa Kamikamica speaks at the WTO 
Informal Ministerial meeting in Paris, France. 

Photo: SUPPLIED

DPM Kamikamica calls for trade 
and investment enhancement for 
diaspora in North America
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“COMMUNITIES 
come together 
through these 
carnivals and 

create opportunities for local 
businesses, farmers, charitable 
organisations, and the youths to 
showcase their creativeness.”
Minister for Housing and Local 
Government, Maciu Nalumisa, 
during closing of the Vodafone 
Tebara Festival at Syria Park in 
Nausori encouraged Fijians to 
take heed of the festival’s theme 
of “Choose Healthy Lifestyle”.
“Take part in sports activities, 
do regular exercises, and choose 
health diets to Combat NCD. 
I urge all parents out there to 
practice and live a healthy lifestyle 
at home.”
Minister Nalumisa added that the 
Coalition Government believes 
in promoting social cohesion 
which is the best way forward for 
Fiji.
“We need to work together, have 
effective communications as a 
community and believe in one 
another. Your government is here 
to promote diversity, inclusivity 

with the hope of shared values and a 
common identity.”
“I must remind you that a collaborative 
effort is required to make Nausori a 
more vibrant and attractive town to 
live, invest and visit.”
Minister Nalumisa said the 
Government, town councils and 
statutory authorities are doing as 
much as it can, but it cannot do it all 
alone.
“They need your support! We need 
your support! Collaborative effort 
from private sector, civil society, 
and NGOs is needed towards this 
initiative.”
“To all the beautiful Queen 
Contestants, you are all winners from 
the day you decided to be part of this 
year’s carnival. Being a contestant is 
an honour which you should embrace 
and value as a young woman.”
He advised the contestants that 
they will never go wrong if they are 
authentic, humble, thoughtful and 
speak and act from their heart.
Miss Amras Mall, Berenadeta 
Waqavanua was crowned Miss 
Vodafone Tebara-2024 while Miss 
Ozone Electrical PTE LTD Naumi 
Tura was the 1st runner up followed 
by second runner up Miss Tara’s 
Supermarket, Volau Tilalati.

Minister urges Fijians to Minister urges Fijians to 
choose healthy lifestylechoose healthy lifestyle

Minister for Housing and Local Government, Maciu Katamotu Nalumisa, contestants and organisers during the Tebara Festival at Syria Park Nausori. Photo: FELIX LESINAIVALU

Minister for Housing and Local Government, Maciu Katamotu Nalumisa, crowns Miss Vodafone Tebara at Syria Park 
Nausori. Photo: FELIX LESINAIVALU



Era tadu yani ena nodra 
matavura na Tui kei 
Bolatagane His Majesty King 
Charles 3 ena nodra  itikotiko 

e Buckingham Palace e na vanua levu 
o Igiladi  na iLiuliu ni noda matanitu o 
Hon Sitiveni Ligamamada Rabuka ena 
ika7 ni siga ni vula qo.
E dua na tiki ni siga guiguilecavi dredre 
ena vuku ni kena vakabulabulataki tale 
na isema ni veiwekani ena matanitu e 
rua na Matanitu o Viti kei na Matanitu 
o Bolatagane (United Kingdom). 
E na nodra itukutuku na Paraiminista 
era vakaraitaka kina ni Matanitu 
Cokovata e Viti e ra marautaka vakalevu 
ena vuku ni kena laki vakayacori na 

veitalanoa ka semati vinaka tale kina 
na isema mai na veigauna sa sivi yani. E 
ra laki vakaraitaka talega na nodra kere 
veivosoti ena vuku ni veika mai yaco 
ena noda vanua ena yabaki 1987.
Era vakananuma lesu o Hon Rabuka 
na nodra a siko kina Tikotiko Vakatui
(Buckingham Palace) ena 1998 ka rau 
laki sota kina na Marama Na Ranadi sa 
bale o Ilisapeci ka ra laki cabora talega 
ki na nodra Matanigasau ena vuku tiko 
ga ni veika e yaco ena yabaki 1987 ka 
vaka kina na tu vakai koya ni Matanitu 
o Viti.
E kuria o Hon Rabuka ni Matanitu 
o Viti esa tu makawa tu na nodrau 
veisemati me vakatekivu mai na nodra 

laki vakaitavi na gone iTaukei kina 
Mataivalu ni Bolatagane ka ra vakaitavi 
enai ka rua ni Valu Levu , ka vaka talega 
kina  e Maleya, Borneo, Oman ,Iraqi 
kei na Matanitu o Afghanistan.
 E ra vakaraitaka talega o Hon Rabuka 
na kena dau vukei ka ra kawaitaki na 
lewe ni vanua o Viti me baleta na Isala 
Vakatui kei na Matavuvale Vakaturaga, 
e laurai ni sivia na 20,000 na lewe ni 
noda vanua era sa okata me sa nodra 
itikotiko mai na gauna e tekivu kina 
na gauna ni vakacuru cakacaka ena 
Commenwealth ka vaka kina na British 
Army ena 1960 kei na 1997.
Esa tomani tiko ga na veivukei ena 
gaunisala ni veivakatoroicaketaki. E sa 

roro tale tiko ga mai nai ka 75 ni Bose 
ni Matanitu vaka Commonwealth ka 
sa vakaraitaka kina O Paraiminisita 
Rabuka ni sa tu vakarau mena 
kidavaki ira na veiliuliu vaka 
matanitu (Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting) ka na vayacori 
tiko ena Matanitu o Samoa.
E na nodra mai tinia na nodra vosa era 
vakaraitaka kina na nodra vakanuinui 
vinaka  vua na Tui Kei Bolatagane na i 
ka 3 salavata kei na masu kei na loloma 
ka vakauasivi na bula vinaka ena vuku 
ni mate e vauci koya voli.

VAKADEITAKI NAI SEMA NI MATANITU O VITI VAKADEITAKI NAI SEMA NI MATANITU O VITI 
KEI NA VANUA O BOLATAGANEKEI NA VANUA O BOLATAGANE

ME TOMANI TIKO GA 
NA KENA CUQENI NA 
CAKACAKA NI LIGA 
ENA NODA VANUA

TEKIVU NA SUSU IKA 
ENA KORO KO LEVUKA 

VAKAVITI

iTalanoa ena Drauniveva 3 iTalanoa ena Drauniveva 6

Siga Lotulevu Me 16, 2024	  l       8 Drauniveva, 7 Tabana 15 ni Lavelave ni Ivola 

Noda Noda VitiViti

Marautaka na Turaga na Liuliu ni noda Matanitu o Hon Sitiveni Ligamamada Ranuka na nodrau veitalanoa kei na Turaga na Tui Bolatagane o Jalesi
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RAWATA NA FIJI AIRWAYS E 1.8 NA BILIONI NA 
DOLA NA TUBU

KAUWAI NA BOSE LEVU VAKATURAGA ENA LULUQA NI 
ITOVO VAKAVANUA

ITAKITAKI E NA LOMA NI MACAWA

E mai rawata e $1.8 na Bilioni na dola na 
kabani ni waqavuka ena na noda vanua na 
Fiji Airways na tubu vakailavo ena yabaki 
oqo. E ra vulagi dokai kina na Paraiminisita 

Veivuke ka Minisita ni Veika Vakailavo, o Hon Biman 
Prasad , ka ra laki tiko ena soqo ni kena vakananumi na 
tubu vakailavo ka vaka kina ena vuku ni veiqaravi esa 
vakayacora mai na noda kabani ni waqavuka.
 “Au via vakamatata taka ga ena vuku ni rawa ka 
vakailavo , e sega walega ni vakatabakidua ki na kabani 
ni waqa vuka e umani vata talega kina na Matanitu o 
Viti. Na kena mai rawati na tubu vakailavo ena yabaki 
2023 ka rauta ni $1.8 na Bilioni esa dua na cavu i kalawa 
levu kina noda bula vakailavo ni Matanitu.” 
 “Na kena rawa na veika oqo e sega walega ni vakaitavi 
kina na Tabana Ni Saravanua e okati talega kina na vei 
taba ni veiqaravi eso ka ra semati yani kina cakacaka ni 
tabana ni saravanua.” 
E kuria  o Hon Prasad na nona vakavinavinakataki ira 
na liga ni veiqaravi ena kabani ni waqavuka ena vuku 
ni veiqaravi ena nodra dau vukei na lewe ni vanua, na 
kena susugi cake na bula, na kena saumi nai curucuru 
ni vuli , ka vaka kina na veiqaravi ni tiko bulabula kei 
na veiqaravi ni veivakatorocaketaki ni veiqaravi ena 
Matanitu. 
 “Na kena mai vakaraitaki na nomuni kila ka ni kabani 
ni vuka eda na nanuma beka ni dua ga na cakacaka  
ni sa  kauta yani na tubu levu vakai lavo ena loma ni 
Matanitu kau kerea mo ni kua ni guilecava , ka raica me 
na vakacegui kemuni ena gauna sotavi kina na dredre”.
Esa vakaraitaka talega na Minsita ni Lavo ni oira kece 
na veiqaravi era na ciqoma na bonisi e $5000 dua na 
ivakalesilesi ena vuku ni kena mai raici na tubu ena 
kabani na Fiji Airways.

A vakaraitaka na iLiuliu ni Boselevu Vakaturaga na 
Turaga Sau, o Ratu Viliame Seruvakula na nodra 
kauwai e na luluqa ni itovo vakavanua ka vure 
mai na tiko yavavala ni noda vanua ena 2000 kei 

2006. 
“Na tiko yavavala qo e sega ga ni yalani ena veisau ni 
matanitu, sa vakilai tale ga ena noda bula ni veiwekani kei na 
veivakabauti ina matanitu kei na vanua.” 
Na veitaravi ni tiko yavavala qo eda sotava kina na ibolebole 
ena bula vakailavo, levu na cakacaka butobuto, ka sa tiko 
na ririko vei keda na lewenivanua. Na ituvaki ni vanua ena 
gauna oya e rawa ni susuga na rai e vovodea ka rawa ni 
vakawaicalataka na itovo ena kena sagai na itutu ni Veiliutaki.
 “Ena gadrevi na noda cakacakavata me rawa ni vakalesuya 
mai na noda itovo dina vakavanua. Ena vakalesui mai 
na veivakabauti kevaka eda vakaitavi kece ka me dei na 
vakatulewa vakalawa.”
Na vuli ni veivakararamataki me okati kina na noda itavi ina 
matanitu, iwalewale ni veivakaturagataki, kei na bibi ni vanua, 
kena ivakarau ena vaqaqacotaka na noda bula vakavanua. 
“Ena rawa talega kevaka e vakabulabulataki na veitalanoa 
ka oka kina na veitabana ena taudaku ni matanitu – mai na 
Soqosoqo lalai ina Soqosoqo lelevu – ena buli veiwekani ka 
vaqaqacotaka na noda bula vakavanua.” 
“Na iwalewale eso qo me na yavutaki ena Veiliutaki vinaka, 
sa usutu ni kena vakalesui mai na veivakaturagataki kei na 
veiwekani vinaka ena noda vanua.”

E vakacaucataki na nodra gugumataua na ivakalesilesi ena kabani ni waqavuka na Fiji Airways

Na Liuliu ni Bose Levu Vakaturaga, na Turaga Sau o Ratu Viliame Seruvakula.
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VEITALANOA NA NODA PARAIMINISITA KEI NA 
SIVIKA NI BOSE LAWA NI MATANITU O UK

ME TOMANI TIKO GA NA KENA CUQENI NA CAKACAKA NI LIGA ENA NODA VANUA

E rau laki veitalanoa nai liuliu ni 
noda Matanitu o Hon Sitiveni 
Rabuka kei na Sivika ni House 
of Common o Sir Lindsey 

Hoyle ena vale ni Speaker  Chambers ena 

Porticullis House ena tikotiko ni Palace 

of Westminster ena Tusiti nai ka 7 ni Me , 

2024.Na usutu levu ni veitalanoa sai koya 

na cakacaka vata e dau vakayacori ena 

Bose Lawa .

E nodra mala ni vosa na Turaga 

Paraiminisita era vakaraitaka kina 

vua na Sivika ni Matanitu o United 

Kingdom nai tuvatuva esa biuta na 

Matanitu Cokovata ena vuku ni 

kena vakaqaqacotaki na bula ni tu 

vakai koya ni 1 na Matanitu , ka ra 

vakadeitaka talega ni sana vakayacori 

na kena i tavi mena rawa ni dei na 2 na 

tabana ni Matanitu oya na Executive 

kei na Judiciary Council.

E kuria na Turaga na Paraiminisita 

ni veitokoni vei rau na Commenwealth 
Parliamentary Association kei na 
Matanitu o Viti , ka vaka talega kina na 
Palimedi e vakarautaka n arawaka levu ka 
vaka kina na madigi ni kena vakabibitaki 
na veiqaravi.
E sa tauyavu taka talega na Bose Lawa e Viti 
na tabana era okati kece kina na marama 
ena loma ni Palimedi(Commonwealth 
Women Parliamentarians)ka dua na 
usutu levu ni kena vakavinakataki na 
nodra veiqaravi na marama ena bose 
lawa.E kuria o Hon Rabuka ni kena tutaki 
na Matanitu Vinaka e dua na tikina bibi 

e na kena laveti cake tale kina dua nai 
vakatagedegede na veiqaravi ni tu galala.
E sa vakaraitaka talega na nodra 
vakavinavinaka kina matanitu o 
Bolatagane(British Government) na 
vuku ni kena tokoni tiko  mai na Matanitu 
o Viti.
E vakaraitaka talega o Hon Rabuka ni 
sa vakaraitaka talega na nodra veisureti 
ki vua na Sivika ni Matanitu o United 
Kingdom ke na rawa nira sikova sara 
mai na noda delanisoso , ka vaka kina na 
CHOGM24 ena mua ni yabaki oqo.

Era veitataunaki voli na Minisita 
Ni Marama kei na Bula Raraba 
o Hon Lynda Tabuya ena vuku 
ni kena laki dolavi na soqo ni 

nodra vakaraitaki cakacaka ni Liga ena 
Muaira ni noda Vanua ena i matai kei nai 
karua ni siga ni vula o Me ka vakayacori 
ena Girmit Center e Lautoka.
Na vakaraitaki cakacaka ni liga ena 
Muaira ni noda vanua esa dua na 
vatavata vinaka ni nodra veitaratara na 
marama ena tabana ni bisinisi, na kena 
tokoni na nodra i voli kei na veiqaravi 
ka vakarabailevutaka na nodra rai ena 
gaunisala ni kena laurai na makete. 

E ituvatuva ni Matanitu Cokovata na 
kena biu edua nai tuvatuva mena rawa 
nira bulataka na marama na nodra 
tatadra ka mena taucoko na nodra rawa 
ka.
E vakamatatataka o Hon Tabuya na bibi 
ni tavi era dau vakaitavi taki ira kina 
na marama ena kena tosoi na tubu kei 
na rawaka vakailavo ka vaka kina na 
veivakatoriocaketaki ni bula ni rawaka. 
 “Au sureti ira na lewe ni vanua kei ira 
na saravanua mera laki sikova ka ra 
voli iyaya ni cakacaka ni liga me nodra 
iloloma ena sigatabu ni Tina eda sa 
vakanamata tiko kina ena gauna nikua,” 

era kaya na Minisita.
“E na noda vanua o Viti na nodra vakatavi 
na marama ena veivanua ni cakacaka e 
lailai sara ka na kena iwiliwili. Ia na veisau 
esa kauta mai na Matanitu Cokovata 
e vakabauti nina vakatoroicaketaki na 
rawaka vei ira na marama.”
A vakacaucautaka na nodra yalodei kei 
na nodra cau ena kena tarai cake na bula 
sautu ena noda vanua.
E vakabibitaka na Marama Minisita na 
nona yalodei ni Expo ena sega walega 
ni vakarautaka na gaunisala ni rawaka 
vakailavo vei ira na marama ia ena 

vakauqeti ira tale ga ena kena vakadeitaki 
nai Tabagone ena kena tomani tiko ga na 
veivakararamataki ni cakacaka ni liga.
Na Expo e vakaraitaka marama Minisita 
ni na vakavurea sara e levu na sala mena 
vakaraitaki kina na cakacaka ni liga oka 
talega kina na vanua ni volitaki kakana. 
“E sana rawa talega nira vakaitavi oira 
era vuli ena vanua nin veiqaravi, ka vaka 
kina na veiwaseitaki na porokaramu me 
baleta na bisinisi lalai(MSME), kana 
rawa ni laveta cake tale na nodra kila ka.”

Na Minista ni Marama kei na Bula Raraba o Hon Lynda Tabua ena soqo ni vakaraitaki cakacaka ni liga  vei 
ira na marama ena Muaira Ni Noda Vanua.

Na Paraiminisita o Hon Sitiveni Rabuka kei na Sivika ni Bose Lawa e United Kingdom o Sir Lindsey Hoyle.
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Era laki solia nikua na 
Minisita ni Veiqaravi ena 
Tabana Ni Cakacaka, 
Veilakoyaki, ka vaka kina 

na Draki o Hon Ro Filipe Tuisawau 
na waqa ena koronivuli na Nukui 
Village School ena loma ni Yasana 
o Rewa.
E vica sara nai ulutaga e mai vosa 
kina na Turaga Minisita sai koya 
na kena mai vakailavotaki na 
waqa ni koronivuli(Fiber Glass) e 
vakailavo taka na valenivolavola ni 
Paraiminisita ka dau vakatokai tu 
na Small Grant Scheme e rauta ni 
$22499 a kena i sau vakailavo. Era 
vakabibitaka tiko na kena maroroi 
ka vaka kina na lawa e virikotori me 
baleta na taqomaki ni lewenivanua 

ena wasawasa(Compliance and 
Safety).
E vakaraitaka talega o Ro Filipe 
na kena laurai nisa lailai tiko nai 
wiliwili ni gonevuli e koronivuli 
ka kawai sara tiko kina vakalevu 
na matanitu ena vuku ni kena sa 
lala tiko mai na veikorokoro ka ra 
kuria kina na kena sasaga taki na 
bula vakailavo ka ra sa gole yani 
vakalewe levu ki vanua tani.
“Eda na raica tale tiko ga eso na 
vanua me vaka na vanua ni Tei 
Dovu sa sega saraga na gone mera 
lai ta dovu se mera veivuke ena 
vanua ni Tei Dovu vuna esa laki 
kau mai kina eso tale na tamata 
cakacaka mai Bangaladesh”.
E dua tale naka e vakaraitaka o 

Hon Tuisawau sai koya na kena sa 
laurai tiko na veiveisau ni drake ka 
dua na kena vakaraitaki sai koya na 
kena laurai nisa kakana sara tiko 
mai waitui ena yasa ni koronivuli. 
E kuria o Hon Tuisawau na vuku 
ni kena vakabibitaki tiko na vuli e 
ratou sa tuvana kina na matanitu 
ena kena sa dola tale na koronivuli 
ni vuli tara (Technical College) 
mena rawa ni ra cuqeni nai 
Tabagone ena vuli ka vaka kina na 
cakacaka.
Sa vakanuinui vinaka na Turaga 
na Minisita ena vuku ni kena na 
maroroi na waqa ka mera veitokoni 
vakalevu na gonevuli ena kena raici 
na vuli kei  na veivakatoroicaketaki 
ena dau vakayacori.

Na veiveisau ni draki e dua 
na leqa  e sotavi sara tiko 
vakalevu ena noda vanua 
ena gauna nikua vakabibi 

oira na veikoro ena veibaravi oka talega 
kina e so na koro era toka ravita na 
veiuciwai lelevu. E na yasa ni Uciwai 
na Waimanu e dua na koro e toka ena 
yasa ni uciwai sai koya na koro ko 
Vuniniudrovu.
Na koro oqo o Vuniniudrovu e dua 
na koro se vanua esa sotava sara tiko 
vakalevu na veiveisau ni draki vakabibi 
ena kena sa kauta laivi sara tiko e dua 
nai wase ni muani koro era.
E nai ka 6 ni siga ni vula ko Me e cabe  
kina na nodra matavura na Minisita 
ni veika e vanuatani mai na Matanitu 
o Jamani o Annalena Baerbock ena 
nodra delanivanua na lewe ni Yavusa 
o Calia ena vuku ni kena laki sikovi ka 
talevi saka tiko na nodra delanisoso 
ena tuvatuva tiko ga ni kena laki raici 
na veiveisau ni draki kei na kena sa 
nanumi me sana toki taki na muana 
koro ko Vuniniudrovu.E mai vosa tiko 
nai liuliiu ni Yavusa o Calia o Savenaca 
Guca Duituraga ena vuku ni kena laki 

sikovi yani na nodratou koro.
“Na koro qo e dua na koro levu so na 
yavu esa sisi , so na yavu esa lala tu era 
sa toki ena vuku ni kena sa sisi tiko mai 
na yasa ni koro, na gauna au donumaka 
mai e se tawa kece tu na yavu”
E vica na sara nai ulutaga lelevu e mai 
vakaraitaka tiko o Duituraga sai koya 
na kena gadrevi me vakavinakataki na 
nodra gaunisala ni veitosoyaki.Sa dua 
na gauna balavu na neitou kerea tu na 
neitou gaunisala ,sa oti e 30 na yabaki 
na nodra tagicaka tu mai na gaunisala 
ia sega saraga nira bau raica e dua 
veivakatoroicaketaki ena gaunisala. 
E dua naka bibi e vakaraitaka tiko 
sai koya na kena sa tekivu ,me sa 
vakasalataki na lewe ni koro mera sa 
na toki kina delana oqo e oka kina e 
30 na vale. 
E vuna levu tiko ga ,mai ena kena 
sa sisi tiko ga vakalevu na qele ena 
yasa ni koro.Esa vakaraitak tale tiko 
ga ena vuku ni nodra gagadre ena 
vuku ni kena tarai cake na nodra 
vakaleleci nai solisoli ki koronivuli.E 
sa vakavinavinakataka na Matanitu o 
Jamani  ena vuku ni nodra lomasoli 

ka ra nanumi saka tiko kina na 2 na 
Yavusa o Rokovunisei kei na Yavusa o 
Vuniniumatarua ena vuku ni kena mai 
sikovi ka rogoci na nodra masu ena 
vuku ni kena sotavi na nodra gagadre.
E mai dua talega na nona mala ni vosa o 
Ulamila Kurubale ka tara tiko vakatawa 
nai liuliu ni soqosoqo  vakamarama 
ena koro ko Vuniniudrovu. Edua naka 
e vakaraitaka tiko o Ulamila sai koya 
na nodra dau cuqena na kena colati ka 
qaravi nai tavi ena lomanikoro me vaka 
nisa levu na vanua era dau samaka e liu 
sa sega ena vuku wale saraga ni kena sa 
sisi sobu e wai
“Mai na vanua keitou dau tu kina e liu , 
na veikau me vaka na vuni kavika kei na 
veika keitou dau vakayataka so na gauna  
vei au madaga ni dau sisi na vuni kavika 
au dau tagi baleta ya na botodratou na 
luvequ kei ratou na taciqu”. 
E dua saka na veika era gadreva na 
soqosoqo vakamarama sai koya na 
kena gadrevi mena yacovi ira yani e so 
na veivuke.Era vakaraitaka talega na 
nodra vakavinavinaka kina matanitu 
o Jamani  ena vuku ni nodra dau mai 
vukei vakalevu vakabibi ena kena dau 
vakakailavo taki na nodra dau cater ena 
so na vanua. Esa vakanuinui tu nina 

rogoci na domodra na lewe ni soqosoqo 
vakamarama ena koro ko Vuniniudrovu 
ena vuku ni veivakatoroicaketaki.
E mai kuria nai tukutuku kece oqo 
na Turaga Ni Koro o Apete Vodivodi 
ena vuku ga ni kena gadrevi na 
veivakatoroicaketaki ena loma ni koro. 
E ra vakaraitaka tiko ena kena sa totolo 
sara tiko na kakana mai ni wai ena yasa 
ni koro ka sa gagadre sara kina vakalevu 
ena kena sa sagai me toki taki na koro.
“Oqo e dua nai tukutuku ni veigauna 
ena neitou koro, mai na loma ni  drau 
vakacaca na yabaki na nodra mai tu 
ekea , mera butuka mai na vulagi vaqo  
vakabibi ni kena qai tiko mai e dua na 
Minisita  mai na Matanitu Levu kena 
mai sikovi  tu ya na neiotu koro ena 
vuku ga ni draki veisau”
E ra vakaraitaka talega ga ena kena 
sa biu tiko nai tuvatuva me baleta na 
veivakatoroicaketaki (Development 
Plan)ena loma ni koro mena rawa ni 
taucoko kina neitou gagadre.E ra mai 
tinia ni sega ga ni koro o Vuniniudrovu  
e sotava tiko na draki veisau, sa 
vakanuinui vinaka tuga kina Matanitu 
nina sotavi tu oira na sotava tu na draki 
veisau ena noda vanua.
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VEIVUKE NA  MATANITU NA KENA MUSU 
NA PAINI ENA MUANI SCHEME

KACIVAKI NA ILESILESI VOU ENA 4 NA 
VALENIVOLAVOLA BIBI ENA NODA VANUA

DODOLIGA NA VALENIVOLAVOLA NI PARAIMINISITA 
KINA KORONIVULI NA NUKUI VILLAGE SCHOOL

E sa vakayacori tiko na veitalanoa 
ena vuku ni kena vakacavari na 
cakacaka ena wavu se ikelekele 
ni waqa e Muani, e Kadavu.  

Esa navuci tale tiko ga me sa na 
tamusuki na vei paini ka sa  matua ka 
namaki me  sa na tekivu taki tiko ena 
dua na gauna lekaleka mai qo. 
Na Muani Pine Scheme e vakarurugi 
ena Fiji Pine Trust ena ruku ni lawa ni 
Fiji Trust Rule 2008. Na Scheme oqo e 
wili kina Mataqali Muaicakau ena koro 
ko Ravitaki. E ratou vakaitavi kina na 
Fiji Pine Trust ka veitokoni kina na 
Matanitu ena ruku ni Maritime Pine 
Commercial.

E vakaraitaka na Dairekita ni 
Operations ena Tokalau o Moape 
Lotawa ni Matanitu esa tuvana tiko na 
kena tamusuki na Paini kece esa matua 
e Muani ka oka talega kina oira na vo 
ni veiyanuyanu ena wasewase Tokalau.
 “Keitou vakavinavinaka kina Matanitu 
ena kena vakadonui nai wase ni lavo 
e $1.2 na Milioni na dola ena loma ni 
yabaki vakailavo  2023-2024 mena rawa 
ni vukea na Matabose ni Paini. E vagolei 
kina Mataqali o Muani e $750,00 mai na 
$1.2 na milioni mena veivuke vei ratou 
ena kena tamusuki na Paini”.
E ra kuria talega ni tiko e Muani e rauta 
ni 10,000 na vunikau, ka kovuta e sivia 

60 na ekatea na Paini e sa matua tu. E 
ra na rawa ni ciqoma e $8000,00 mai na 
kena tamusuki na Paini.
“E sa waraki tiko ga na kena vakacavari 
na wavu se kelekele ni waqa e Muani   
rawa ni tuvani vinaka nai tuvatuva 
ni kena vakau mai na kau mai Muani 
kina wavu levu e Lautoka ka yaco sara 
kina kabani na Tropik Wood e Drasa e 
Lautoka”.
E ra kuria ni sa mai tekivu na cakacaka 
ena vula o Evereli ni yabaki 2024 ka 
mai cegu tale ena vuku ni draki suasua 
eda lako curuma ka sala muria nai 
vakaro ena ruku ni lawa ni Fiji Code of 
Harvesting Practice 2023.

E vakaraitaka talega o Lotawa ni kabani 
ena mai qarava na cakacaka oqo ena 
vakatekivu saraga mai ena vakalutumi 
na kau, na kena vakau mai e Muani ka 
vaka talega kina na kena vakau sara yani 
ki Lautoka. Na Tabacakacaka ni Veikau 
e sa toqa  talega e dua na veidinadinati 
kei na Tropik Wood Industries  ka vaka 
kina na kena voli vei Fiji Pine Trust.
 “E na vanua o Muani keitou gadreva 
tiko me na rawa ni 5 nai wasewase ena 
loma ni yabaki oqo ka me ratou na qai 
toso tale kina veivanua e voleka kina 
wavu mena rawa tale ni vagolei tale mai  
e dua nai wase ni lavo ena Yabaki Vou 
Vakailavo. E sana rawa talega ni ra musu 
na Paini ena Yanuyanu o Lakeba , Lau 
ka vaka kina na Narocake Pine Scheme 
ena loma ni Yasana o Lomaiviti.”
E ra mai vosa talega na Turaga Ni Yavusa 
Vakatawa ena Yavusa o Waikatakata o 
Mr Taniela Area, era vakaraitaka tiko 
ena yabaki 2000 e dua nai wase ni Paini 
era mai musu ena veivuke ni kabani 
na Tropik Wood , ka soli talega  e dua 
nai wase ena kena tara na Valenilotu 
ena Loma Ni Koro. E ra vakaraitaka na 
nodra vakavinavinaka kina Matanitu 
ena vuku ni kena vakailavotaki na 
musuki ni Paini.
E ra kuria ni dua naka eratou sa tuvana 
na lewe ni Komiti ena kena tara na 
nodra vale na vakawati ena loma ni koro 
kevaka era se bera ni vakavale ka oka 
talega kina na nodra akaude ni vakatubu 
i lavo. Esa vakasalataki ira talega na 
Taukeni Qele mera vakayagataka na 
qele ena kena teivaki na Paini me baleti 
ira nai sausauvou.
“ Kua ni nanumi kemuni ga ni nanumi 
ira na noda kawa mai muri , ena gauna 
oqo o na tamusuka na vua ni nomuni 
cakacaka vakaukauwa”.

Ena siga Vakaraubuka na ika 10 ni siga ni vula 
qo, tale ga e sa kacivaka kina Constitutional 
Offices Commission na ilesilesi vou kina 4 
na Valenivolavola bibi ena noda vanua, qo na 

Valenivolavola ni Veidigidigi (Fiji Elections Office), na 
Valenivolavola ni Daunifika ni Matanitu na Auditor 
General, Valenivolavola qarava na noda dodonu na 
Human Rights and Anti-Discrimination Commission kei 
na Tabacakacaka ni Veivakadodonutaki. 
Sa mai taura kina na tutu ni Vunilewa se Supervisor of 

Elections ena Fiji Elections Office na marama ka taura 
vakatawa tiko mai o Ana Mataiciwa. E Lima na yabaki na 
noa Konitaraki o Mataiciwa ka soli tiko vei koya nia sa 12 
na yabaki na qarava voli mai na cakacaka vaka daunilawa 
ka 9 na yabaki na nona veiqaravi voli mai ena Fiji Elections 
Office.
Ena Valenivolavola ni Auditor General sa taura na itutu 
vaka Auditor General o Finau Nagera. Sa 20 na yabaki 
na nona qarava voli mai na cakacaka vaka daunifika o 
Nagera ka ra bau taura tale ga na tutu vaka Peresitedi ni 
nodra Soqosoqo na Daunifika e Viti na Fiji Institute of 
Accountants.
Ena Tabacakacaka ni Veivakadodonutaki sa mai taura 

tiko na itutu vaka Komisina o Dr. Jalesi Nakarawa. Ra 
vakoroi ena lawa o Nakarawa ka ra veiqaravi tale ga mai 
ena Tabacakacaka ni Veivakadodonutaki.
Ena tabana qaravi kina na noda dodonu na Human 
Rights and Anti-Discrimination Commission sa lesi kina 
o Alefina Vuki me sa taura tiko na Tutu ni Veiliutaki ka 3 
na yabaki na ilesilesi vou oqo.
Sa da vakavinavinaka tiko kina ilesilesi vou oqori, eda 
raica na kena sa vakalesui tale mai na veivakabauti ki vei 
ira na Turaga kei na Marama itaukei me ra taura na tutu 
ni veiliutaki ena vei valenivolavola bibi ena noda vanua.
Qo esa tiki tale tiko ga ni veisau ka ratou a kacivaka 
taumada na Matanitu Cokovata.
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E dusia tiko qori o Moape Lotawa na vei paini ka sa na vakarau tamusuki e Muani

Ana Mataiciwa esa mai taura nai tutu vaka Vunilewa ni Valenivolavola ni 
Veidigidigi.

O Dr Jalesi Nakarawa na Komisina ni Tabana Ni Veivakadodonutaki.

O Finau Nagera ka sa taura nai tutu ni Auditor General.

Na German Foreign Minister ena kena laki sikovi na koro ko Vuniniudrovu.

Hon Ro Filipe Tuisawau kei ira na gonevuli e Nukui Village School ena 
kena kena laki soli na waqa ni Koronivuli.
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Era marau na lewe ni  Tikina 
o Levuka ena yanuyanu 
o Ovalau ena kena mai 
soli na veivuke nai yaya ni 

susu ika(Aquaculture) mai vua na 
Minisita ni Qoliqoli kei na Veikau o 
Hon Kalaveti Ravu ena siga Lotulevu 
na ika2 ni siga ni vula ko Me.
E mai digitaki na koro ko Levuka 
Vakaviti ena loma ni tikina ena kena 
mai susugi na luve ni ika(Tilapia). E 
vica tale na vanua e nanumi mena 
vakayacori talega kina na veiqaravi 
oqo oka kina na koronivuli ni vuli 
tara e Naleba Youth Training Center 
e Labasa oka talega kina na  Dreketi 
Fisheries Station  kei na dua na 
itikotiko e Savusavu. 
E mai soli e 78,000 literes na Taqe 
(10 na Diameter) ka vaka kina na 
pamuni wai , e dua tale na taqe ni 
wai (10,000 na lita).
Na porokaramu oqo ena kovuta e 3, 
200 na Tilapia ka nanumi tiko nina 
vakasucuma e 680 na kilo karamu na 
Tilapia ni oti e 4 na vula na nodra 
biu tu. 
E lewe vica vei ira nai Tabagone ena 
tikina  o Levuka era na laki veiqaravi 

talega e Naduruloulou Research 
Station e Kasavu ena loma ni 3 na 
macawa mena rawa ni vulici na kena 
tamusuki na luveni ika(Tilapia) ka 
vakauasivi na kena raici mena qaravi 
vinaka na bisinisi.
E vakaraitaka talega o Hon Ravu ni 
Tabana ni Qoliqoli kei na Veikau esa 
toso tiko ga e liu ena vuku ni kena 
biu mai na ituvatuva oqo mena valuti 
kina na bula dravudravua ka laveta 
cake tale nai vakarau ni bula kina dua 
tale na tagede vou , vakauasivi oira na 
tu ena veikorokoro kei na taudaku ni 
veikoro lelevu.
E vakamacalataka talega na Mata Ni 
Tikina o Levuka o Taniela Tamani ni 
kena yaco yani na veivakatorocaketaki 
ni susu ika ena sollia na yalo ni 
cakacaka vei ira nai tikotiko  ena 
yanuyanu o Ovalau.
 “Keimami sa marau ena kena mai 
ciqomi na porokaramu oqo , ena 
vakauqeti ira na bula tu vakanakoro 
kei ira nai sausauvou.”
E kuria ni nodra okati talega mai nai 
Tabagone ena vukea sara vakalevuena 
nodra yawaki ira mai ena basu lawa.

TEKIVU NA SUSU IKA ENA KORO 
KO LEVUKA VAKAVITI

Na Minisita Ni Qoliqoli kei Na Veikau o Hon Kalaveti Ravu ena kena soli nai Yaya ni susu Ika e Levuka Vakaviti.
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CAVU   I SAUSAU NA VANUA  O NADONUMAI

Na tinikadua na mataqali ena koro ko 
Suvavou e ra mai marautaka na vei ka esa 
mai rawata na Nadonumai Holdings me 
vakatekivu taki mai na 1993 na gauna ea 

mai tauyavu kina nai matai ni nodratou taba vale ka 
vakatokai tiko na Suvavou House ena loma ni koro levu 
o Suva.
Era mai dolava na vale na Paraiminisita o Sitiveni Rabuka 
ena 1997. Ena ika23 ni Veverueri, 2023 e mai cereki kina 
e dua na drau ni veva vou ena kena mai vakananaumi 
nai 25 ni yabaki ni veiqaravi (Silver Jubilee)
Ena kena mai marautaki na sasaga oqo esa mai tavoca 
kina na Nadonumai Holdings nai tuvatuva ni kena tosoi 
tiko ga na veivakatorocaketaki ka sa tiko na ituvatuva 

ni kena tara tale e so na taba vale ka me tosoi talega na 
Suvavou House.
E mai vakayacori na soqo oqo ena siga Vakarauwai na 
ika27 ni siga ni vula ko Evereli, 2024 ka vakayacori ena 
Otela na Grand Pacific Hotel e Suva ka ra vulagi dokai 
kina na Minisita ni Qele kei na iYaubula o Hon Filimone 
Vosarogo, ka ra vakaraitaka kina na veitokoni  mai na 
Matanitu Cokovata.
“Na noda mai tiko ena yakavi nikua e ratou vakarautaka 
na Nadonumai Holdings Limited e sa dua na cavu 
ikalawa vou ena kena tokoni na kabani ni Itaukei. Au 
via taura na gauna oqo meu vakanuinui vinaka vua  na 
Turaga na Tui Suva , na Jiameni ni Nadonumai Holdings 
Limited , lewe ni matabose e cake kei ira na lewe ni timi 

ena vuku ni yalodina, veisau ka vaka kina na yalo ni 
vosota ena loma ni 25 na yabaki sa sivi”.

“Na kena mai rawati na Nadonumai Holdings esa dua 
na cavu ikalawa levu. Mai na gauna tauyavu kina ka sa 
mai cava sara ena dua na delana cecere ena kena mai 
rawati na vale taba 10 na Suvavou House.”
E kuria o Hon Vosarogo ena vuku ni kena cibitaki na 
Nadonumai Holdings esa dua na itavi bibi vei ira na 
kawa iTaukei ka vakauasivi ena veidinadinati mai na 
matanitu ena nodra tokoni nai taukeni vanua kei na 
veivakasama tale eso.
E na vuravura ni bisinisi nikua sa totolo sara na kena 
veisisivi taki na rawa ka e sega walega ni cavacava ni ka 
ia e sa dua talega nai lakolako vou. Sa ka bibi meda na 
taura e dua na gauna me vakasamataki lesu ka marautaki 
na rawa ka, vakadindinataki talega ena vuku ni cakacaka 
vakaukauwa kei na yalodina ka rawa kina e levu sara na 
veika vinaka.
Na nomuni rawaka e vakananumi keda ni gauna e 
dau soli kina na madigi ka vaka kina na veitokoni 
ena kena vakarautaki na cakacaka ,laveti cake tale nai 
vakatagedegede ni bula ka vaka kina na nodra rawaka 
na lewenivanua ena koro o Suvavou.
“E na vuku ni matanitu cokovata au cavuta na 
vakavinavinaka ki vua na Turaga na Tui Suva kei ira nai 
vakalesilesi ni Nadonumai Holdings Ltd ena vuku ni 
cau ni kabani ena bula vakailavo ni noda vanua”.
E vakaraitaka talega ni na tu eso na bolebole ena lako 
curumi ka tu talega nai tuvatuva ena gadrevi mena 
rawati. 
Na Nadonumai Holdings ena tosoya tiko na rawaka ka 
vakabauta nina rawati sara e levu na gagadre. 
Sa vakanuinui vinaka tu o Hon Vosarogo nina tomani  
tiko ga na sasaga ena Nadonumai Holdings.

Hon Filimoni Vosarogo na Minisita ni Qele kei Nai Yaubula ena soqo ni Nadonumai Holdings Limited.

Nai Vukevuke Ni Minisita ni Valenivolavola Ni Paraiminisita o Hon Sakeasi Tubuna kei ira nai vulagi sureti ena soqo ni Nadonumai Holdings Limited.
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Na nodra taqomaki ka 
maroroi na gone esa dua na 
ka dredre e na gauna nikua 
ena vuku ni kena sa coriti 

tu na vakasama ni lewenivanua ena 
veika esa kauta mai na mona livaliva.  
Eda vakavinavinaka ena vuku ni 
vakasama  ni kena railesuvi tale  
eso na lawa  ka vakatabakidua vei 
ira nai sausau vou ni vanua o Viti. 
E mai liutaka na bose ena kena 

raici lesu na lawa e vauci ka vaka 

kina na nodra  taqomaki na gone 

(Childcare and Protection Bill 2024) 

nai Vukevuke ni Paraiminisita ka 

Minisita ni Tabana ni Saravanua kei na 

Vuka o Hon Viliame Gavoka ena i ka 

7 ni Me, 2024.Na lawa oqo e vu mai 

ena kena raici lesu na Juveniles Act.  

Na lawa oqo e sana qai kau cake ena 

Bose Lawa mena laki veitalanoataki ka 

rogoci talega kina e vuqa tale na nanuma. 

Na lawa e baleti  ira na gone(Child 

Justice Bill e sa veisosomitaki na lawa e 

vauca na nodra vauci vakalawa na gone. 

E vakarautaki e dua nai tuvatuva mena 

muri ena vuku ni nodra karoni, maroroi, 

ka  taqomaki kina na gone oka talega 

kina na  gaunisala ni veitaratara vei ira 

na ovisa  me tekivu mai na gauna ni e 

cabeti kina na Mataveilewai me yacova 

na suka lesu mai ena nodra I tikotiko. 

Na Childcare and Protection Bill 2024 

esa navuci mena bokoca na lawa ka 

veisemati kina nodra taqomaki na gone.  

E na kauta laivi talega na lawa oqo na 

Child Welfare Act 2010 me vaka esa 

vakaraitaki tiko mai mena veisemati 

ka vakaukauwataki  ka vaka kina 

na cakacakavata ena nodra vukei ka 

taqomaki kina oira na gone.

VEITALANOATAKI  NA LAWA E VAUCIVEITALANOATAKI  NA LAWA E VAUCI
 IRA NA GONE IRA NA GONE
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r[Q2+ ky t[ny-b[ny my\ apnI 
ApiS5it dj] kr[e] hY|
V8[p[r sy lykr s\Sk~it 
tk, Ank[ p=7[v 
inivv[d hY jo hm[ry 
jIvn ko anignt 
trIko\ sy sm~D kr rh[ 
hY| hm jbik Anky 
8ogd[n k[ j(n mn[ 
rhy hY to Eysy my\ hm[ry 
bIty huE kl ky 1[vo\ k[ 
7I s[mn[ krn[ c[ihE| 
sT8 aOr sulh kim9n 
Ek p=m[4 ky Rp my\ 
w3>[ hY jo Apc[r ky 
p=it hm[rI p=itbDt[, sc 
bolny aOr myl-iml[p ky 
ilE Ek m\c p=d[n krt[ hY| 

hm[ry p=v[is8o\ t5[ igrim2 ky v\9jo\ 
ko mY\ inm\t=4 dyt[ hU{ ik vy apny 
puvjo]\ ky jNm S5[n ko lO2y| hm[rI 
eimg=y9n kI init8o\ my\ qU2 
sy gm]jo9I ky 
s[5 a[pk[ 
S v [ g t 

ini(ct krtI hY, ijssy a[p ibn[ 
iksI b[6[ ky apnI j3>o\ sy ifr sy 
ju3> skty hY\|
a[eE hm igrim2 idvs ko ic\tn, 
myl-iml[p aOr nvIkr4 ky sm8 

ky Rp my\ apn[E\| K8[ hm Ekt[, 
kR4[ aOr smz pr a[6[irt 
7ivQ8 bn[kr igrimi28[ kI 
ivr[st k[ sMm[n kr skty 
hY\

6N8v[d

fIjIv[is8o\ ko igrim2 idvs 
kI 9u7k[mn[

p=6[n m\t=I m[nnI8 isitvynI rMbUk[ k[ 
igrim2 idvs s\dy9

hm[ry igrimi28[ 
mjdUr apny a2l 
isD[Nto\ ky k[r4  
sfl huE - Ap 
p=6[n m\t=I t5[ 
f[8nyNs m\t=I 
ibm[n p=s[d

Sv[S%8 m\t=[l8 
a[m jnt[ sy Ek 
trh ky buw[r 
e\f<lUENj>[ sy 
s[v6[n rhny kI 
m[{g kr rh[ hY 

igrim2 ky 9t[BdI 
sm[roh ky dOr[n 
1979 my\ a[8oijt 
inbN6 p=it8oig8[ 
kI kuq kh[in8[{
es a\k my\ q[pI 
ge] hY
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9Ilt[ is\h

g@b\6n srk[r gNny ky ATp[dn ko 
b#>[ny ky ilE p=itbD hY K8o\ik ke] 
g=[mI4 el[ky my\ rhny v[ly log cInI 
V8vs[8 pr in7]r hY\| 
h[l hI my\ bhu-j[tI8 m[mly aOr 9ugr 
xyt= ky m\t=I cr4 ij5 is\h ny es 
b[t ko SpQ2 ik8[| m[nIn8 is\h ny 
pr[m9] bY\@k ky dOr[n A)rI 7[g ky 
iks[no\ sy mul[k[t kI| 
m\t=I is\h ny es b[t ko dohr[8[ ik 
fIjI my\ cInI V8vs[8 k[ mhTv 
ai6k hY t5[ 8h hm[ry a5]V8vS5[, 
s[5 hI s[5 A)rI aOr pi(cmI 7[g 
ky logo ky 8ogd[n sy 8h etn[ 
sfl hY| ANho\ny 8h 7I kh[ ik gNny 
kI wytI n[ kyvl Ek xyt= hY biLk 
ke] fIjIv[is8o\ ky ilE a[jIivk[ 
ky avsr p=d[n krt[ hY, w[s kr 
ky An logo ky ilE jo A)rI aOr 
pi(cmI 7[g ky g=[mI4 el[ko my\ rhty 
hY\|
'8h bhut j[RrI hY ik hm fIjI 
my\ cInI V8vs[8 ky mhTv ko smzy 
aOr 8h j[ny ik kYsy 8h hm[ry sm[j 
ky logo\ ky ilE Ek ahm 7Uimk[ 
in7[t[ hY t5[ 8h ke] logo ky ilE 
a[mdnI k[ s[6n p=d[n krt[ hY| 
srk[r cInI V8vs[8 ko bn[E rwny 

aOr b#>[ny ky ilE apnI p=itbDt[ pr 
a2l hY|" m\t=I is\h ny kh[|
g@b\6n srk[r ky d~iQ2ko4 pr 
p=k[9 3[lty huE ANho\ny 8h 7I kh[ 
ik vy gNny ky ATp[dn ko km nhI 
kr skty hY K8o\ik essy An logo\ 
pr asr p3>yg[ jo es xyt= pr in7]
r hY\| ANho\ny 8h 7I kh[ ik srk[r, 
cInI V8vs[8 ko dI ge] sh[8t[ sy 
cInI ky ATp[dn my\ v~iD ko p=oTs[iht 
kryg[|  srk[r, gNny ky iks[no, 
9ugr simit ky sdS8 aOr cInI xyt= 
ky ai6k[ir8o\ ky s[5 iml kr k[m 
kr rhI hY t5[ m\t=I is\h ny es b[t 
pr j>or id8[ ik m\t=[l8 cInI xyt= ky 
p=it apnI p=itbDt[ ko j[rI rwyg[ 
t[ik vy s[5 imlkr V8vs[8 ko 
aOr A{c[e] tk lyj[ sky|
n[lyMb[, lMb[s[ ky rhny v[ly _I  
9lyNd+ k~Q$[ cy2<2I ny srk[r ko 
iks[no ko sh[8t[ p=d[n krny ky 
ilE 6N8v[d id8[|
8h phlI b[r hY jb 9ugr m\t=I apnI 
pUrI 2Im ky s[5 hm[ry smx a[E huE 
hY aOr Ansy hm b[t\y kr rhy hY| 8h 
cInI V8vs[8 aOr iks[no ky p=it 
srk[r kI p=itbDt[ ko d9[]t[ hY| 
s[5 hI s[5 ANho\ny srk[r aOr 
m\t=[l8 ky ai6k[rI8o ko Anky 
sh8og, sl[h aOr sm8 sm8 pr  

ronl dyv

srk[r d~#>t[ sy iv(v[s krtI hY ik 
apny pUv]jo\ ky mUL8o\ aOr a[9I]v[d 
ko bn[E rwn[ r[Q2+ ky ilE Ek 
ne] d~iQ2 kI aor p=git k[ m[g] hY|
lOtok[ my\ Ek sO pYt[lIsvy\ igrim2 
idvs ky Ad<1[2n sm[roh my\ bolty 
huE Ap p==6[n m\t=I t5[ f[8nyNs 
m\t=I m[nnI8 ibm[n p=s[d ny kh[ 
ik hm s7I j[nty hY ik hm[ry 
pUv]jo\ t5[ Anky v\9jo\ ny fIjI kI 
s[m[ijk, r[jnIitk t5[ a[i5]k 
ANnit my\ iktn[ 8ogd[n id8[ hY, 
AskI tuln[ nhI\ kI j[ sktI n hI 
eskI jgh kuq aOr ly skt[ hY|
c[hy hm 8h[{ bsy ho 8[ ivdy9 my\, 
8h hm[rI jNm 7Uim ky p=it hm[r[ 
dy9 7iKt k[ kt]V8 hY ik hm 8h 
^8[n my\ rwy\ ik hm[r[ ip=8 r[Q2+ 
a[9[ kI ikr4 aOr avsr kI 
7Uim hY| m\t=I p=s[d ny jor id8[ ik 
g@b\6n srk[r ny igrimi28[ aOr 
Anky v\9jo ky amUL8 8ogd[n ko 
m[N8t[ dyny ky ilE igrim2 idvs 
kI s[v]jink qu2<2I kI 1oQ[4[ kI 
hY| 8h igrimi28[ 8[ gul[mI k[ 
j(n nhI\ 5[ jYs[ ik kuq idn phly 
Ek r[jnIitk nyt[ ny k[fI bytuky 

#\g sy d[v[ ik8[ 5[| 8h gul[mI 
pr ivj8 p[ny aOr fIjI ko apn[ 
n8[ 1r bn[ny ky hm[ry puv]jo\ ky 
d~#> s\kLp k[ ATsv hY| hm[ry pUv]
j apny girm[, sm[nt[, N8[8 aOr 
a[Tm-sMm[n ky apny a2l isD[\
to\ ky k[r4 sfl huE| ANhy\ ib=i29 
srk[r sy i9x[, s[m[ijk surx[, 
py\9n, gNny k[ ATp[dn b#>[ny ky 
ilE 8[t[8[t 8[ g=[N2 kI sh[8t[ 
imlI n hI ANho\ny koe] sh[8t[ 
m[{gI| lyikn ANho\ny apny bCco\ ko 
aOr Anky m[^8m sy apnI pIi#>8o\ 
ko 8h 0[n aOr 9iKt p=d[n kI 
ik smS8[ao\ k[ sm[6[n kb aOr 
kYsy 9[iNtpUv]k woj[ j[E| ijs 
ny9nl fy3yry9n p[2I] k[ mY\ a7I 
nyt[ hU{, AskI S5[pn[ igrimi28[ 
ky v\9jo\ ny kI 5I jbik p[2I] ny 
hmy9[ sy igrimi28[ aOr e-tAkye] 
8[ a[idv[sI sm[j kI eCq[ao\, 
ai6k[ro\ aOr a[k[\x[ao\ ko hmy9[ 
sy phc[n[, smz[ aOr sMm[n id8[ 
hY| fIjI, igrimi28[ ky v\9jo\ kI 
m[t~7Uim hY, jYsy 8h hm[ry a[idv[sI 
logo\ ky ilE hY| dono\ sm[jo\ ky log 
ivdy9 my\ 7I bsy\ hY lyikn 8y apnI 
m[t~7Uim ko qo3> nhI\ skty| 

9Ilt[ is\h

mY\ bhut wu9 ik muzy 8h avsr 
iml[ hY t[ik mY\ a[p s7I ko igrim2 
9t[BdI ky j(n kI 9u7k[mn[E\ dy 
sk{u|
8h bhut aCqI b[t hogI agr fIjI 
my\ igrim2 9t[BdI sm[roh ko Ek 
b3>y pYm[ny pr mn[8[ j[Eg[| n[ kyvl 
hm ny biLk s7I 7[rtI8o\ ny An 
igrimi2ao\ ky k3>y pir_m sy l[7 
A@[8[ hY| 
ANho\ny k3>I mhynt aOr T8[g ik8[, 
kuq log apnI k3>I mhynt k[ fl 

dywny ky ilE 8hI fIjI my\ hI rhy 
gE aOr ke] log apnI m[t= 7Uim 
ko qo3>ny sy phly apnI s\Sk~it aOr 
apnI k[iblI8t ko apny bCco\ ko 
dy kr a[E 5y| ib=i29 srk[r aOr sI 
Es a[r kMpnI As j>m[ny my\ mj-
dUro\ ky s[5 bUr[ V8vh[r kr rhy 5y 
t5[ bhut aT8[c[r 7I ik8[ krty 5y| 
lyikn clo hm 8[d krty hY An plo 
ko ijssy g\vnr ko p=oTs[hn iml[ 
ijssy igrim2 kI 9uRa[t hue]| 
ib=i29 srk[r ko s9Kt bn[ny ky 
ilE l\dn sy bhut db[v a[ rh[ 5[ 
K8o\ik An k[ 8h mnn[ 5[ ik 9ugr 

xyt= sy dy9 k[ 7ivQ8 AJjvl ho 
skt[ hY t5[ a[j 7I hm sb esI 
xyt= sy l[7 A@[ rhy hY| As sm8 
ANho\ny 8h dyw[ ik e-tOke] logo\ ky 
p[s apny jIny k[ Ek trIk[ 5[ t5[ 
apny koro my\ An ky apny k[m krny 
k[ Ek trIk[ 5[| vh An ky jIvn 
jIny ky trIko my\ b[6[ nhI\ l[n[ c[hty 
5y, esI ilE igrimi28[ mjdUro\ ko 
l[n[ Ek shI fYsl[ 5[ t5[ a[j 
hm ANhy\ ipt[ ky SvRp m[nty hY| sI 
Es a[r ny srk[r ky Ek pr[m9] ky 
tht ke] hj>[r iks[no ko apny wud 
k[ fsl Ag[ny kI anumit dI t[ik 

vy wud hI byc sky aOr pYs[ km[ 
sky| essy iks[n a[Tmin7]r aOr 
p=oTs[iht ho\gy jo xyt= ky p=it ai6k 
l[7d[8k hog[| n[ kyvl 9ugr xyt= 
biLk igrim2 ky v\9j ny 7I dy9 kI 
a5]V8Sv5[ kI p=git my\ Ek ahm 
7Uimk[ in7[e] hY\| s[5 hI ANhy\ Ek 
Svt\t= sm[j my\ aOr Ek suwd dy9 my\ 
8ogd[n dyny k[ avsr iml[ hY| 

igrim2 9t[BdI sm[roh pr 7utpuv] 
p=6[n m\t=I SvgI]8 r[tu sr kimsysy 
m[r[ k[ igrim2 s\dy9

A)rI iv7[g ky gNny ky iks[no\ 
ny cInI m\t=I sy icNt[E V8Kt kI 

hm[ry igrimi28[ mjdUr apny a2l 
isD[Nto\ ky k[r4 sfl huE 

7Ut-pUv] p=6[n m\t=I SvgI]8 r[tu sr kimsysy m[r[ k[ s\dy9 

cInI m\t=I m[nnI8 cr4 ij5 is\h h[lmy\ A)rI iv7[g ky gNny ky iks[no\ sy mul[k[t krty huE    ict=: p=d[n ik8[ g8[ 
Ap p=6[n m\t=I m[nnI8 ibm[n p=s[d, 2Uirj>m m\t=I m[nnI8 ivil8[my gvok[ t5[ sh[8k mihl[ m\t=I m[nnI8 9i9 
ikr4, igrim2 idvs sm[roh ky Ad<1[2n ky dOr[n lOtok[ ky igrim2 syN2r pr kuq biCc8o\ ky s[5
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ke] logo\ ky ilE igrim2 Ek p=yr4[ hY jo hmy\ k3>I myhnt 
krny ky al[v[ 8y 7I isw[t[ hY ik iksI ko 7I 8h mOk[ 
n dy\ ik vo a[pky gOrv ky s[5 iwlv[3> kry\ ifr c[hy iS5it  
iktnI 7I burI K8o\ n ho| subrYl p[k] lMb[s[ my\ Ek sO 
pYt[ilsvy\ igrim2 sm[roh my\ apn[ 7[Q[4 dyty huE g=[mI4 t5[ 
b[hrI HIpo\ ky ivk[s ky sh[8k m\t=I m[nnI8 covys[ vody8[  
ny kh[ ik igrim2, 7[rtI8 mUl ky hm[ry fIijv[is8o\ ky 
puv]jo\ kI 8[t=[ k[ p=itini6Tv krt[ hY t5[ v\9jo\ ko 
igrimi28o\ sy jo3>t[ hY jo igrim2 p=5[ ky nIcy fIjI l[E gE 
5y| igrim2 ky v\9jo\ ky ilE apnI j3>o\ aOr apny puv]jo\ ky 
anu7vo\ ko smzny ky ilE igrim2 ky eith[s ko smzn[ 
mhTvpU4] hY| igrimi28o\ ky anu7v p=k[9 3[lty hY ik iks 
trh ANho\ny 9oQ[4 aOr aN8[8 pr k[bU p[ny k[ d~#> s\kLp 
il8[ 5[| m[nnI8 vody8[ ny kh[ ik v\9jo\ ky ilE, vo idn 
sMm[n, ai6k[ro\ aOr sm[nt[ ky ilE Anky puv]jo\ ky s\1Q[] 
k[ p=tIk hY, jo ANhy\ s[m[ijk aN8[8 aOr m[nv[i6k[ro\ kI 
vk[lt krny ky ilE p=yirt krt[ hY| igrimi28o\ ny dy9 ky 
ivk[s my\ 7[rI 8ogd[n id8[ hY," m\t=I vody8[ ny kh[|
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A)rI iv7[g my\ igrim2 sm[roh 6Um6[m sy mn[8[ g8[ igrim2 sm[roh bhut mhTv rwt[ hY - m\t=I is\h
hmy\ apny puv]jo\ kI tklIfo\ ko 8[d 
rwn[ c[ihE, t5[ ^8[n my\ rwn[ c[ihE 
ik Anky bild[n ko 7Ul[ nhI\ j[E| 
lOtok[ ky igrim2 syN2r pr Ek sO 
pYt[lIsvy igrim2 idvs sm[roh ky dUsry 
idn bhu-j[tI8 m[mly t5[ cInI m\t=I 
m[nnI8 cr4 ij5 is\h ny p=k[9 3[l[ 
ik igrimi28o\ t5[ Anky v\9jo\ k[ 
mhTvpU4] 8ogd[n hY, cInI V8vs[8 my\ 
k~iQ[ xyt=| puv]jo\ ny 1879 ky b[d sy dy9 
my\ gNny ky wyt b#>[ny my\ muW8 7uimk[ 
in7[e] 5I ijssy fIjI ko a[i5]k Rp 
sy 7[rI f[8d[ ho rh[ hY| gNny kI k2[e] 
sy lykr imlo\ my\ cInI bn[ny tk ke] 
nOkir8[{ pYd[ hue], ivdy9I pYs[ dy9 my\ 
a[8[ aOr a5]-V8vS5[ my\ 7[rI 8ogd[n 
hua[| m\t=I is\h ny kh[ ik ipqly kuq 
s[lo\ my\ cInI V8vs[8 ny ke] cunOit8o\ 
k[ s[mn[ ik8[ lyikn vo a7I 7I 
dy9 kI a5]-V8vS5[ ky ilE mhTvpU4] 
8ogd[n dyt[ hY| es g@b\6n srk[r ny 
muzy es cInI V8vs[8 ko ne] A{c[e] 
tk ph{c[ny kI ij>Mmyd[rI sOpI hY," bhu 
j[tI8 m[mly t5[ cInI m\t=I m[nnI8 
cr4 ij5 is\h ky 9Bd|
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ronl dyv

r[Q2+pit mh[mhIm r[tU ivil8[my 
k[toinvyry ny lOtok[ ky igrim2 
syN2r pr a[8oijt Ek sO pYt[lIsvy\ 
igrim2 idvs sm[roh ky dOr[n muW8 
myhm[n ky Rp my\ 7[Q[4 dyty huE 
igrimi28o\ t5[ AnkI v\9jo\ kI 
sr[hn[ kI, ijNho\ny fIjI ko Ek 
sm~D r[Q2+ bn[ny kI km[n sM7[lI 
5I aOr Ek ne] fIjI ky inm[]4 my\ 
Anky bild[n, s\1Q[] aOr 8ogd[n ko 
8[d ik8[| igrimi28o\ ny fIjI kI 
a[i5]k iS5it my\ 7[rI 8ogd[n id8[, 
w[s krky k~iQ[, V8[p[r t5[ qo2I-
qo2I duk[n cl[ny v[ly xyt= my\| gNny 

ky wyto\ my\ ANho\ny mjdUr kI trh 
k[m ik8[, ke] s3>ky\ bn[e], t5[ 
ke] sy2lmN2<s aOr g[{v kI nI\v 
rwI ijnmy\ a[j hm inv[s krty hY|
enmy\ sy ke] igrimi28[ sfl 
V8[p[rI, iks[n, py9yvr aOr 8oG8 
km]c[rI bny ijNho\ny dy9 kI p=git my\ 
7[rI 8ogd[n id8[| V8[p[r aOr i9x[ 
AnkI a[6[ri9l[ 5I| essy fIjI ko 
p=9[Nt xyt= my\ apnI a5]-V8vS5[ ky 
m[mly my\ Ek anowI 9iKt 7I imlI 
hY| en xyt=o\ my\ AnkI k3>I myhnt sy 
hm sb ny l[7 A@[E hY t5[ a[gy 
7I A@[Ey\gy|
Ek sO pYt[lIs (145) s[l phly, 
c[r sO itrs@ (463) igrimi28[ 

mjdUr sbsy phly 7[rt sy fIjI l[E 
gE 5y| 1879 sy 1916 ky bIc c[r 
d9ko\ tk s[@ hj>[r p[{c sO itrpn 
7[rit8o\ ko fIjI l[8[ g8[ 5[ ijNhy\ 
hm igrimi28[ khty hY| enmy\ sy ke] 
puRQ[, mihl[E\ t5[ bCco\ ny fIjI ky 
b[ry my\ nhI\ sun[ 5[| hm As j>mIn 
tk AnkI 8[t=[ kI sr[hn[ krty 
hY jo Anky ilE a\j[n 5I| 8h Ek 
EysI 8[t=[ 5I jo ke] cunOit8o\ sy 
7rI hue] 5I| mY\ em[nd[rI sy AnkI 
d~#> 7[vn[ kI sr[hn[ krt[ hU{ jo 
ANho\ny apny sm8 my\ ki@n[e]8o\ ko 
shn ik8[ 5[| ivprIt piriS5it8o\ 
my\ Anky bild[n ko k7I 7ul[8[ 
nhI\ j[ skt[| lyikn igrimi28o\ kI 

sbsy b3>I ivr[sto\ my\ sy Ek i9x[ 
my\ idE gE mUL8 sy pYd[ hue] 5I, jo 
sm[j my\ bdl[v ky ilE St7\ hY aOr 
0[n a[6[irt, kO9l xmt[ao\ aOr 
sflt[ ky ilE fIjI my\ SkUlo\ aOr 
i9x[ p=4[lI kI S5[pn[ my\ pU{jI lg[e] 
ge] 5I| 8y 7[rtI8 apny s[5 apnI 
sm~D s[\Sk~itk ivr[st fIjI l[E 
5y, ijssy bhus[\Sk~itk sm[j my\ 
8ogd[n id8[ g8[| AnkI pr\pr[ao\, 
7[Q[[ao\, 7ojno\, s\gIt aOr T8oh[ro\ ny 
fIjI ky s[\Sk~itk pird~(8 my\ ghr[e] 
kI q[p qo3>I ijssy logo\ ky bIc 
a[psI smz kI 7[vn[ ko b#>[v[ 
iml[ hY|

igrimi28o\ ko 6N8v[d
lOtok[ igrim2 syN2r pr h[lhI my\ igrim2 sm[roh ky dOr[n r[Q2+pit mh[mhIm r[tU ivil8[my k[toinvyry itr[Nby (93) s[l kI sovr5[ ko my3l sy sMm[int krty huE    ict=: p=d[n ik8[ g8[
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