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Fiji Water Flying Fijians 15’s Team members with Minister for Youth and Sports, Jese Saukuru as he saw them off with words of motivation in their journey to the World Cup. Photo: SUPPLIED

Flving Fijians a symbol of
resilience, unity and excelience

¢

OUR dedication, pas-
sion, and unwavering
commitment to the
sport have made our

nation proud time and time again.”
These were the words of inspiration by
the Minister for Youth and Sports, Jese
Saukuru, as he bade a heartfelt farewell
to our extraordinary Fiji 15s Team be-
fore they embarked on their World Cup
journey at the Tanoa International Ho-
tel, Nadi this week.

Minister Saukuru said over the years,

the Fiji 15’ team has become a symbol

of resilience, unity, and excellence.

“With every match played, you have
showcased the true spirit of Fijian rugby
while inspiring countless individuals,
both young and old, across our beau-
tiful nation. Your success on the field
has not only brought joy to our hearts
but has also fostered a sense of national
pride that unites us all”

“As you prepare to represent Fiji on
the international stage, I urge you to re-
member the values and principles that
have shaped our rugby legacy. Let hu-

mility guide your actions, respect your

opponents, and play with the utmost
sportsmanship. Remember that you are
not only ambassadors for our beloved
sport but also for our entire nation.”
Minister Saukuru reminded the play-
ers that while the road ahead may be
arduous, “remember that you carry the
hopes and dreams of an entire nation
on your shoulders”

“As you depart for your overseas cam-
paign, know that the entire nation
stands behind you, united in spirit and
support. May you play with courage,

determination, and the knowledge that

you carry the hopes and dreams of a
proud nation,” Minister Saukuru said.
He encouraged the team saying that the
entire nation stands behind them, unit-
ed in spirit and support.

“May you play with courage, determi-
nation, and the knowledge that you car-
ry the hopes and dreams of a proud na-
tion. Go forth, Fiji 15s Team, and make

us proud.”

(Source: Ministry of Youth and Sports)
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The Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations
and Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), Armida
Salsiah Alisjahbana during a meeting.

By PRASHILA DEVI

he Coalition Government’s effort to re-
establish the Strategic Planning Office
has been welcomed by a multilateral
partner with the re-emphasis on the need

for accurate and timely data for proper planning.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance,
Biman Prasad, while briefing the Under-Secretary-
General of the United Nations and Executive
Secretary of the Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), Armida Salsiah
Alisjahbana, explained that this move was to enable
better coordination and formulation of a strategic
and robust development agenda.

“Strategic Planning Office will help formulate a

new National Development Plan, strengthen the
policy and planning within government improve
coordination among ministries and departments,
appraisal and selection of public investment
projects, monitoring and evaluation of projects,
improve coordination of development projects
across Government and strengthen national
workforce planning and economic intelligence
analysis,” DPM Prasad elaborated.

He said good and accountable data was needed
and to this end, the Ministry was working on
reviewing and strengthening the Statistics Office so
that better data can be provided to develop more
evidence-based policies.

Under  Secretary-General  Alisjahbana, in
welcoming the announcements, said the UNESCAP
stands ready to assist with resources and expertise

not just from the Suva office but also through the
Bangkok office in the various priorities outlined.

“On data and statistics, we have been assisting
many Pacific countries including Fiji to develop
the national Sustainable Development Goals (SDG)
dashboard and also assisting countries through the
national statistics office because many countries still
have gaps in the SDG data,” she said.

Under Secretary-General Alisjahbana said they
were working on how to narrow the gap and utilise
the dashboard to not only track progress but also in
planning as a way forward especially since this year
was the midway review for the SDGs.

She said this will further assist to accelerate the
remaining seven to eight years of the SDGs.

Under Secretary-General Alisjahbana also met the
Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka and attended the
Forum Economic Ministers Meeting Public Seminar
at the University of the South Pacific in Suva.

USAID Pacific Islands Mission
to be re-established

By FELIX LESINAIVALU

IJI has welcomed the

re-establishment  of  the

United States Agency for

International Development
(USAID) Pacific Islands Mission in
Suva.

This was conveyed by the Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister for
Finance, Biman Prasad as he met with
United States Department of Treasury
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Asia
and the Pacific, Robert Kaproth to
discuss infrastructure development,
the health sector, education, energy
and climate in the Pacific.

DPM Prasad commended the U.S
for the re-establishment of the USAID
Pacific Islands Mission in Suva.

“This is a commendable move by the
U.S in elevating its presence in Fiji and
the greater Pacific region,” he said.

“We are hopeful that this increased
presence  will mean meaningful
partnerships and collaboration in areas
of need for Fiji and the Pacific.”

US investments in Fiji cover a
number of sectors including services,
tourism, real estate, wholesale and
retail, electricity gas and water supply,
construction, mining and quarrying,
financial intermediation, transport storage and
communication and agroforestry. Tourism and

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad meets
with the United States Department of Treasury Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Asia and the Pacific, Robert Kaproth at his office this
week. Photo:FELIX LESINAIVALU

remittances, from the countries such as the United
States, contributed significantly to the Fijian
economy.

PM receives courtesy
call from UNESCAP
executive secretary

Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka received a courtesy call from the Under-
Secretary-General of the United Nations and Executive Secretary of the
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), Armida
Salsiah Alisjahbana at his office. Photo: SUPPLIED

HE United Nations
Economic and Social
Commission for
Asia and the Pacific

(ESCAP) has announced its
strong support for the People’s
Coalition Government’s national
development priorities.

This was conveyed to Prime
Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka while
receiving a courtesy call from the
Under-Secretary-General of the
United Nations and Executive
Secretary of the Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and
the Pacific (ESCAP), Armida
Salsiah Alisjahbana.

Assistant Minister for Office
of the Prime Minister, Sakiusa
Tubuna, the United Nations
Resident Coordinator in Fiji,
Dirk Wagener and Head of the
Subregional Office for the Pacific
for the ESCAP, Andie Fong Toy,
were also in attendance.

Prime Minister Rabuka
welcomed Ms Alisjahbana and
acknowledged ESCAP’s ongoing
collaboration with Fiji and the
Pacific to advance sustainable
development, assuring the
delegation of Fiji’s full support
for the work undertaken by
ESCAP.

In her remarks, Ms. Alisjahbana
said she was honoured to pay
a courtesy call to the Prime
Minister Rabuka on her first
official visit to Fiji.

She assured Prime Minister
Rabuka that ESCAP stands ready
to support strengthened regional
cooperation and to respond to
Fiji’s development priorities.

“We are deeply appreciative of
the support extended to ESCAP
over the years by Fiji including
as host government for the
ESCAP Subregional Office for
the Pacific,” Ms Alisjahbana said.

“During our meeting today, I
discussed with the Prime Minister
the development priorities of Fiji
and the region.”

Ms Alisjahbana extended an
invitation for Prime Minister
Rabuka to attend the next ESCAP
Commission session to be held in
Bangkok, Thailand in April 2024.

ESCAP works closely with the
Fiji Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and other sectoral ministries on
the Regional Climate Mobility
Framework, trade facilitation,
Sustainable Development Goal
(SDG 7) roadmap, women’s
entrepreneurship and financial
inclusion, and strengthening
data and statistics systems to
support the adoption of the
ESCAP National Tracker Tool on
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).

(Source: Ministry of Foreign
Affairs)

Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka with the Under-Secretary-General of

the United Nations and Executive Secretary of the Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana,
other officials from UN agencies and Assistant Minister at the Office of the
Prime Minister, Sakiusa Tubuna at his office. Photo: SUPPLIED
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Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka with the permanent secretaries and invited guests. Photo: NANISE NEIMILA

By NANISE NEIMILA

RIME Minister Sitiveni Rabuka has

urged the permanent secretaries to rebuild

and restore our nation, keeping in mind

Government’s aim to create a new Fiji that
is united and free of oppression.

In his address at the Induction workshop held
recently, the head of government said that permanent
secretaries had volunteered to be selected for the job
and knew that there would be problems if they were
chosen, so they should not blame anyone else, even
though they knew this task would be challenging,
they volunteered to do it anyway.

Prime Minister Rabuka stressed the importance
of improving infrastructure, building more roads,
bridges, improving electricity, water supply,

health, education, and other services through the
government administrative network, so that the
people can receive the essential services they are
entitled to.

Permanent secretaries were reminded that the
people need to be informed about the programmes,
assistance and services available.

A critical approach has been taken by the Coalition
Government in this regard, essentially reintroducing
Fiji to a true, fair, and free democracy.

Prime Minister Rabuka also urged permanent
secretaries to ensure that all their subordinates
adhered to the public service code of conduct and
to introduce appropriate upskilling programs to help
them develop and grow regardless of their cultural
background.

Global goals out of reach due
to impact of climate crisis

By AZARIA FAREEN

HE growing burden

of the climate crisis

impacts on all areas of

life, livelihoods and on
human security with a fierceness not
seen before.

This was highlighted by the
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
for Finance, Biman Prasad while
speaking at the Forum Economic
Ministers Meeting Public Seminar
at the University of the South Pacific
recently.

“The region as whole has
made some progress on Sustainable
Development Goals, however, several
of the global goals are gradually getting
out of reach altogether,” he said.

“Climate change weighs the whole region down —
from the smallest to the largest. We understand better
how the climate crisis impacts our infrastructure
with the maintenance cost of our roads increasing
several hundredfold due to more intense rain.”

“Our critical infrastructure — from digital
infrastructure to wharves and jetties to key
governance service centres such as health centre’s
stands exposed to flooding and storm damage,” he
added.

DPM Prasad highlighted that the cost of doing
business and the cost of providing goods and
services to Pacific Islanders have increased as a
result of climate change.

He added that the whole Pacific Island Forum
(PIF) region must become a fully integrated region
and Pacific businesses should be able to shape and
expand market opportunities unrestrained.

PIF Chair and Prime Minister for Cook Islands,

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad speaks

at the Forum Economic Ministers Meeting Public Seminar with Pacific
Islands Forum Chair and Prime Minister for Cook Islands, Mark Brown.
Photo: FELIX LESINAIVALU

Mark Brown highlighted the
economic and physical resilience.

“We as countries that are vulnerable to the effects
of climate change must do something to try and
build resilience to protect ourselves,” Mr Brown
said.

“We know that the transition from fossil fuel to
renewable energy means less reliance on oil and an
increase in reliance on critical methods,” he added.

“We are talking to USP about how we can
collaborate to use information and data that we are
now gathering, to try and establish in our country a
centre of excellence on the understanding of deep
ocean science.”

“We are shifting now into a knowledge-based

importance of

economy and owning the intellectual property on
the resources in our country, to be able to be a part
of the global transition to help all of us combat the
effects of climate change.”

Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat Secretary-General, Henry Puna at the
welcome ceremony. Photo: JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

By JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

OOK Islands Prime

Minister and Pacific

Islands Forum Chair,

Mark Brown, has
underscored his dedication to
advancing the Pacific’s priorities
through  collaboration  with
all Forum members and the
secretariat.

This as he received a warm
Fijian  traditional = welcome
in Suva, which was attended
by Fiji’s Prime Minister and
Foreign Affairs Minister, Sitiveni
Rabuka, Pacific Islands Forum
(PIFS)

General Henry Puna, diplomatic

Secretariat Secretary
representatives,  Council  of
Regional Organisations of the
Pacific (CROP) members, and
PIFS staff.

Reflecting on the occasion,
Prime Minister Brown affirmed
the vital role of the PIFS in
shaping Pacific history.

He spoke of the region as
a blend of aspirations across
generations, aiming to enhance
the lives of all Pacific residents.

“I will strive to serve our

members to deliver on the
priorities as determined by our
leaders. Our Pacific vision is
for a region of peace, harmony,
security, social inclusion, and
prosperity so all Pacific people
healthy,

productive lives,” Prime Minister

can live free, and
Brown said.

Anticipating forthcoming
discussions at the Forum
Economic Ministers meeting and
Forum Leaders Troika, Brown
emphasised their significance in
shaping the Pacific’s trajectory
and reinforcing the Pacific
Vuvale bonds.

The Pacific Vuvale embodies
the interconnectedness and unity
of Pacific nations.

The highlighted the

collective strength of the Pacific,

event

echoing sentiments of unity
and solidarity shared by Forum
leaders.
Prime Minister Brown’s
commitment to collaborative
affirms the

aspirations for a brighter, more

action Pacific’s

inclusive future.

Cook Islands Prime Minister and Pacific Islands Forum Chair, Mark Brown and
Fiji’'s Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka at the welcome ceremony.
Photo: JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA
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President Ratu Wiliame Katonivere and Fiji's Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka with the Ambassador of
the State of Israel to Fiji, Roi Rosenblit at the 75th Independence Day Anniversary Reception of the
State of Israel in Suva. Photo: ILISAPECI TUIVALE
added.
The Ambassador of the State of Israel to
Fiji, Roi Rosenblit, in acknowledging the

Minister for Women, Children and Social Protection, Lynda Tabuya with the World Food
Programme Executive Director, Cindy McCain. Photo: SUPPLIED

By AZARIA FAREEN

HE  Fiji-Israel  relationship

By PRASHILA DEVI

HERE’S an urgent need for
action to enhance disaster
preparedness and strengthen

governments and regional bodies like
the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat.
Our experts in disaster preparedness,
response and logistics are ready to
support governments both in times of

has been further strengthened
with the announcement of a
Fiji embassy to be opened in

Jerusalem, Israel.

Speaking at the 75th Independence Day

partnership with Fiji, said, “Fiji has stood as
a strong fortress in our defense on multiple
occasions on the multilateral scene”.

“Israel warmly welcomes the Fiji
Government’s decision to open an embassy

Anniversary Reception of the State of
Israel in Suva recently, acting Chief of
Protocol, Rosa Dalituicama acknowledged
the partnership and progress shared by both
countries.

“The  53-year-old friendship is
underpinned by values of courage, resilience
and determination in the face of adversity
and grounded on shared faith and mutual
respect with Israel,” Ms Dalituicama said.

“Fiji continues to contribute to UN
Peacekeeping operations in the Middle East
and we are inspired by Israel’s steadfast
commitment to enhancing its friendship
with not only Fiji, but the Blue Pacific
continent.”

“Fiji believes that there are many benefits
to establishing a physical presence in
Israel and in addition to strengthening
the friendship, it presents us with the
opportunity to work closely together and
deepen the strategic relationship on all
fronts, including the reinforcement of ties
between Fiji and the State of Israel,” she

partnerships to address the emergency and to adapt to our changing

growing threat of climate change and how  epyironment,” Ms McCain added.
it impacts food and nutrition security, says [y the Pacific WFP  works

the Uni.ted N.ations quld Food Prpgramme with 14 governments as well as
Executive Director, Cindy McCain. regional organisations to strengthen

In .her first MVISI;\/I o ,Fljlh.a}fltﬁrhhzr technical capacities in emergency
ipp f)lntment, S cCain highlig t,e > telecommunications, data preparedness,
Climate change is no longer a warning logisti .
ogistics and supply chain.

for the future — it is happening today for . . .
ties in the P .gp,, & Y Meanwhile, the executive director met
C(‘)‘mmum tes i the Factlic . with the Minister for Women, Children
But we also have the knowledge and the . .

. .. and Social Protection, Lynda Tabuya
tools at our disposal to protect communities, h d h ttude for th
infrastructure, and development from the who expfesse er gratifu .e. or the

partnerships between the Ministry and

devastation caused by these events. Lives .
and the future of these very islands are at the World Food Programme which has
helped address the needs of the most

stake- we must act now.” N
With the cyclone season around the corner ~ ulnerable groups in Fiji.
“Also in the pipeline is our National

in the Pacific region, Ms McCain stressed

the importance of increased partnerships Action Plan for Women’s Economic

among the countries to heighten the Empowerment which we hope can

focus on anticipating, preparing for, and address some of the critical issues faced
by women during times of disasters,”

responding to disasters.
“I am proud of WFP’s work in the Minister Tabuya said.

Pacific and partnership with national

Fiji Government ready to work with World Food Programme

in Israel and we are looking forward to
seeing the Fiji flag flying high in our Capital,
Jerusalem.”

Meanwhile, Ambassador Rosenblit
announced during a courtesy visit to Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister, Biman Prasad
that 13 students from the Navuso Agriculture
Technical Institute have been selected to
travel to Israel in the coming weeks as part
of an internship programme - ‘Learning by
Doing’.

These students, he explained, will work in
the agriculture sector for a period of about
10 months and be able to earn a salary.

The Israeli Ambassador said that the
students will would work five days in a week
and one day would be dedicated to learning
about new agricultural technology.

Ambassador Rosenblit said that there was
a keen interest to build climate resilient
infrastructure for agriculture in order to
diversify the economy.

By AZARIA FAREEN

he the World Food

Programme (WFP)

stands ready to continue

to work with the
Coalition Government and the
Pacific to achieve the shared goals
of climate resilience and food
security.

This was relayed by the Executive
Director of the WFP, Cindy
McCain as she was accorded to a
traditional welcome ceremony in
Suva recently.

“Collaboration is the true bedrock
of what WFP is all about in the
Pacific, because our world here is
very different than elsewhere,” Ms
McCain said.

“Although we are strongly
committed to improving food
security in the Pacific region, we
do not distribute food or cash
ourselves, or directly support
communities to improve agriculture
and bolster their food security.”

“Instead, we work with everyone
to strengthen national and regional

systems and capacities so they are
better prepared and can respond to
the natural disasters which all so
often lead to food insecurity,” she
added.

In welcoming the WFP executive
director, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister for Finance, Biman
Prasad acknowledged the work
done by the organisation in Fiji and
the Pacific.

“We sincerely commend the World
Food Programme for working
closely with the Government of Fiji
and other Pacific Island countries
and regional organisations to better
anticipate, prepare for, respond,
and recover from the impacts of
climate change and other issues in
the region,” DPM Prasad said.

“This is an excellent opportunity
for us here in Fiji and the Pacific to
discuss the many issues, exchange
views on existing challenges and
further our development agenda,”
he added.

This was Ms McCain’s first
official visit to Fiji since taking up
the role of executive director.
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Minister for Rural and Maritime Development and Disaster Management, Sakiasi Ditoka and Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad with World Food Programme Executive Director Cindy McCain.

Photo: ILISAPECI TUIVALE
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termite threat

From left: Commissioner Western, Apolosi Lewaqgai with Assistant Minister in the Office of the
Prime Minister, Sakiusa Tubuna, Assistant Minister for Women, Children and Social Protection,
Sashi Kiran and Lautoka City Council chief executive officer, Mohammed Khan.

By JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

HERE is an urgent need to

combat proliferation of termites

as the detrimental impact has

been significant to both public
and private properties.

This was highlighted in a meeting
convened by the Assistant Minister
in the Office of the Prime Minister,
Sakiusa Tubuna, which marked a crucial
step forward in combatting termite
infestation and fostering sustainable urban
development.

The meeting, which was held last
week at the Divisional Commissioner
Western’s Office in Lautoka, was also
attended by the Assistant Minister for
Women, Children and Social Protection,
Sashi Kiran, Lautoka City Council chief
executive officer, Mohammed Khan and
Commissioner Western, Apolosi Lewaqai.

At the heart of the discussions was the
undertaking of the Termite Task Force
a multi-agency committee entrusted
with the responsibility of formulating a
comprehensive strategy to combat termite
proliferation across the Western Division.

Asst.  Minister  Sakiusa  Tubuna
emphasised on the urgency of addressing
this issue, underlining the detrimental
impact of termite damage on both public
and private properties.

The meeting unveiled a tentative outline
of the task force’s terms of reference, with
a clear mandate to develop a multifaceted
approach to termite eradication.

“The allocation of a substantial $3

Photo: JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

million budget further underscores the
government’s commitment to tackling
this pervasive problem head-on,” Asst.
Minister Tubuna said.

Mr  Lewaqai highlighted the
significance of accurate data collection
as a foundational element of the strategy.

He outlined plans to deploy enumerators
to gather crucial data across various
sectors, thereby enabling targeted efforts
to eradicate termites from affected areas.

“This process will be bolstered by
collaborative efforts with the Biosecurity
Authority, the Ministry of Housing
and the Housing Authority to ensure
an accurate demarcation of informal
settlements and affected properties.”

Asst. Minister Kiran also highlighted
the importance of public awareness in
the campaign against termite infestation.

She stressed on the need for an
extensive awareness campaign to
encourage affected property owners
to come forward and seek assistance
without fear of property devaluation.

The meeting also witnessed discussions
on funding allocations for essential
operations, including trapping, baiting,
and mitigation efforts in infested areas.

Reiterating his call made after an
earlier meeting held in Suva, Asst.
Minister Tubuna urged collaboration
and emphasised on the need for
innovative approaches, highlighting that
cooperation and joint efforts were essential
to combat the termite issue.

The next meeting of the ‘Termite Task
Force’ is scheduled for September.
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First Lady Filomena Katonivere meets women artisans at the launch of the National Craft Exhibition at
the Old Nausori Municipal Market this week. Photo: ILISAPECI TUIVALE

By PRASHILA DEVI

‘ ‘ UR women artisans
have been providing
food, sending children
to school, and meeting

other family, church, and social obligations
through the income received from the
selling of their crafts.”

First Lady, Filomena Kationivere, while
launching the National Craft Exhibition at
the Old Nausori Municipal Market, said
culture, which remains a greatly valued
treasure and significant part of one’s
identity, can be portrayed in many practices
and forms including the traditional arts and
crafts.

“For many generations, arts and cultural
heritage have provided income for ordinary
Fijians,” First Lady Filomena said.

“We have been very proud at the State
House to be part of this venture, as we
have continued to present as gifts to our
visiting dignitaries some unique pieces by
the women present today in the form of clay
pots and hand-woven handbags.”

She said, “it remains one of the most
important tools for economic empowerment

and in the right environment it has the
potential to create more jobs and economic
stability for Fijian women and in turn
strengthens our economy”.

Speaking to artisans from across the
country gathered to showcase their craftwork
and market their products at the event, First
Lady Filomena said this form of economic
empowerment further enables women to be
financially independent with the ability and
the strength to influence and advocate for
issues that affect them and their families.

The products on display ranged from
traditional crafts and pottery, handmade
jewelry, pot plants, western-inspired items
and artifacts made from recycled items.

Also present at the event were the Indian
High Commissioner, P.S. Karthigeyan,
British High Commissioner, Dr
Jones, Commander Victor Lange from the
USA Embassy and representatives from the
Indonesian Embassy.

The four-days exhibition, which ended on
Saturday, provided members of the public
the opportunity to catch a glimpse of the
talents and extraordinary craftsmanship the
artisans that were on display.

Brian

Blue Prosperity Workshop sets course for sustainable future

By JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA

I is setting the bar for ocean
conservation with the Blue Prosperity
Marine Spatial Planning Workshop.
This significant gathering, held at
the Tanoa International Hotel in Nadi recently,
brought together stakeholders, leaders, and
ocean specialists to address the pressing issue of
protecting our oceans and wisely managing their
resources.

The Assistant Minister in the Office of the
Prime Minister, Sakiusa Tubuna, while speaking
at the event, urged international cooperation in
resolving issues that are endangering our oceans.

Asst. Minister Tubuna emphasised the need for
collaboration and highlighted Fiji’s contribution
to ocean conservation.

He acknowledged the diverse collection of
participants at the session who travelled from
around the world to assist with this essential
task but cautioned that there was a monumental
challenge ahead.

Asst. Minister Tubuna emphasised Fiji’s
significant contribution to ocean preservation

and placed value on the involvement of ocean
specialists from the Maldives, Bermuda, the
Azores, and other locations.

The workshop provided a platform for
international discussions, sharing knowledge and
finding new solutions.

In urging participants to work together to solve
the problems affecting the oceans, Asst. Minister
Tubuna said, “even though we are different, the
ocean brings us together”.

“There is an urgent need to save our oceans as
we face issues like decreasing fish populations,
coral bleaching, and rising sea levels.”

“Despite these challenges, we are determined
to inspire the world to protect our planet for the
future,” he said.

On the global agreement among 190 countries,
Asst. Minister Tubuna said, “Together, we aim
to protect and manage 30 per cent of the oceans.
Stay strong: by working together and being
committed, we can ensure healthy oceans and
thriving communities”.

The five-day Blue Prosperity Workshop
was supported by the WAITT Foundation and
concluded on Friday August 11th.

Assistant Minister in the Office of the Prime Minister, Sakiusa Tubuna with Dr.
Emanuel Gongalves who is the Chief Scientist and Board Member for the Oceano
Azul Foundation based in Portugal.

Photo: JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA
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Grant recipient gearing
1o export

Recipient of Integrated Human Resource Development Program, Avishay Shahil Singh of 10
miles Feeder road in Nasinu with his parents, baby boy and a staff at his premises.

By AZARIA FAREEN

VISHAY Singh of 10 miles

Feeder Road in Nasinu has

commended the Government

for continuing to assist Fijians
through grant assistance to help them with
their income generating projects.

The 26-year-old was able to secure a
grant from the Integrated Human Resource
Development Program (IHRDP) under
the Ministry of Trade, Cooperatives,
and Small and Medium Enterprises, and
Communications.

“I started my small business in the year
2018 and found out that I can obtain a
grant from the Government so I applied for
the IHRDP grant and my application was
approved,” Mr Singh said.

“T contributed a total of $14,700 and
received two-thirds of the amount from
the Fiji Government, which enabled me to
expand my business,” he added.

“The grant was for a 700 kg ice making
machine which supported me to supply ice
to the fishermen of Lomaivuna and some
supermarkets who sell party ice.”

“While supplying ice to the rural areas, I
would also buy root crops from the farmers
to support them in their livelihood,” he
added.

Mr Singh highlights that this year he has
introduced a new product to the market —
Cassava Fries, which was a first for Fiji
and reasonably priced.

“My future plan is to introduce dalo chips

Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

and breadfruit chips which you can just
take out of the bag and fry it. And with
the support of the Government, I know I
can do more,” he said.

“During COVID-19, I had a curfew
pass which helped me to deliver my
products to Suva and Lami. I supplied
frozen sweet potato and dalo to the
Government, which was part of the
ration delivered to people during the
lockdown period.”

“My raw products were bought from
Lomaivuna and during COVID-19, it
was hard to source items as farmers didn’t
have access to transportation, my orders
were limited to two-days and my sales
went down but I managed to overcome it
and continued to provide services to my
customers,” Mr Singh added.

He said that now he has delivery
services seven-days per week and has
applied to be the Justice of Peace so he
can serve the members of the public too.

“My export pack house facility is being
constructed in Nausori and if all goes
well then I am planning to export my
products to Australia and New Zealand
before September this year,” Mr Singh
said.

“I would like to tell the youths and
budding entrepreneurs that nothing is
impossible if you work hard.”

The delighted recipient was also the
recipient of National Small and Medium
Enterprise Awards 2022 by the Fiji
Development Bank.

Tailor commends
Govt initiative

Business owner and tailor at Vinesh Tailoring, Vinesh Chand on far right with his staff at his shop at the
Lees Complex building in Laucala Beach Estate. Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

By AZARIA FAREEN

T the height of the COVID-19
pandemic, a Concessional
Finance Support Package was
tailored to aid those interested
in starting Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises in their area of proven expertise.

This provided eligible applicants an
opportunity to get loan amounts of up
to $7,000 to $21,000 at a 0.5 per cent
interest rate that a lot of entrepreneurs took
advantage of.

Following this, Micro Small Business
Grant recipient, Vinesh Chand was one of
the successful applicants who went further
to get a concessional loan in order to develop
his business.

“I am so grateful to have received a grant
from the Government which enabled me to
develop my business as without this help it
would have been impossible for me to move
ahead in life,” Mr Chand said.

“Previously, I used to have only three
sewing machines which operated from
home but now I have six sewing machines
and a tailoring shop situated in the Lees
building at Laucala Beach Estate.”

“I used to work with two staff while
operating from home before I received the
grant and now, I have a total of five staff at
the shop,” he added.

Mr Chand received a $1000 grant from
the Government and through that he started
Vinesh Tailoring and purchased materials to
sew clothes and sell them.

He started getting orders from people and
started building the customer base.

“We sew soccer jerseys, soccer shorts, bula
shirts and we take orders from customers
as well and sew clothes according to their
preference,” he said.

“I plan to expand my business further
and get a bigger place which can house
more sewing machines and more staff and
also open an outlet in Suva to get more
customers.”

“Some customers provide their own
material for sewing and we also buy our
material stock from local businesses,” Mr
Chand added.

The business has been sewing uniforms for
some local club soccer teams and was also
doing sublimation prints on the jerseys and
shorts as per the respective order.

“We currently sew and sell a pair of soccer
jerseys and shorts between $50 to $55 which
includes sublimation prints,” he said.

“I would like to advise people to not just
think but keep making plans on how to
progress in life but actually make it happen
through their actions,” Mr Chand advised.

By AZARIA FAREEN

HE Fiji Government’s

Micro Small Business

Grant has assisted and

boosted services for many
small business owners.

One elated recipient and market
vendor, James Prasad, owns a stall
in the Nausori market under Quality
Seed Centre, has commended this
initiative which provided him a leg
up in a timely manner.

“There was an announcement made
at the Nausori market that the Fiji
Government was providing grants
to those who wanted to expand their
business so I applied as I needed to
buy my stocks,” Mr Prasad relayed.

“I was happy to be a recipient and
used the money to buy paper bags,
seeds, fertiliser and chemicals and
recently I have opened a new shop as

well,” he said.

“The Fiji Government provided me
with $1000 and I fully utilised the
money on buying stock items which
actually helped me to progress.”

“I received the grant in 2018 and
when COVID-19 hit the country, I had
already stocked up on items for my
stall which I was able to sell during
the lockdown period,” he added.

Mr Prasad said that most places
were closed but the market was open
and he was able to roll his income,
generate profit, buy a car and opened
a shop in Nausori which only sells
chemicals and fertilisers.

“People always have self-doubt
but that should not stop them from
progressing by seeking help from
people or the Government,” he said.

“l am not that educated but I
wanted to do better in life so I sought
assistance from my friends and

advice from my neighbours who
helped me to fill out the grant form
and I got lucky as my business took
off, and you can do the same,” he
encouraged.

Quality Seed Centre stall is located
in the Nausori market, section B side
which is in front of the restaurant
which also sells vegetables and the
fertiliser shop is next to the Raiwaqa
Bakery in Nausori.

“I sell everything in regards to
farming and I have plans to import
my own fertiliser from overseas so
that the farmers can take advantage
of the price especially with the
increase in the cost of living,” Mr
Prasad said.

“I also have plans to get my own
seeds from selected companies
overseas among other things and I
want the benefits to trickle down to all
the farmers and my customers.”

Fiji Government’s Micro Small Business Grant recipient and market
vendor, James Prasad displays the variety of seedlings sold at his
stall in the Nausori market.Photo: AZARIA FAREEN
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS B2

Fiji presents 2nd Voluntary National Review
Report at the UN High Level Political Forum

Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs Lenora
Qereqgeretabua. Photo: SUPPLIED

HIS year marks the midpoint of

the implementation of the 2030

Agenda and serious concerns

that the world is falling short
of meeting most of the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030 has been
raised.

This has been highlighted at the UN High
Level Political Forum (HLPF).

Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Lenora Qeregeretabua, presented Fiji’s 2nd
Voluntary National Review (VNR) Report
at the UN HLPF in New York, last month,
highlighting Fiji’s implementation of the
2030 Agenda and the 17 SDGs.

In line with the international relations
mandate, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs plays
a vital role, in advocating at the global stage,
Fiji’s progress, challenges and opportunities
to engage with development partners and
likeminded countries to support Fiji’s SDG
implementation, while the Ministry of
Finance, looks after SDG implementation on
the ground.

The VNR is the follow-up and review
mechanism of the 2030 Agenda and through
this member states are encouraged to conduct
regular and inclusive reviews of progress at
the national and sub-national levels, which are
country-led and country-driven and inclusive
of all stakeholders.

These national reviews serve as a basis for
the regular reviews by the HLPF.

At the HLPF, countries share experiences,
including successes, challenges and lessons
learned, whilst also strengthening policies
and institutions of governments, to mobilise
multi-stakeholder support and partnerships
for the implementation of the SDGs.

Fiji’s  VNR presentation highlighted
significant progress on some SDG indicators
based on the availability of relevant Data,
having 128 indicators supported and
measured by sufficient data compared to the
Pacific average of 93.

Discussions on Fiji’s VNR Report were
undertaken with Australia, Ireland, Solomon
Islands, and Nepal. The Fiji’'s Women’s
Rights Movement (FWRM) representing the
Major Group of Stakeholders (MGoS) also
contributed to panel discussions, on Fiji’s
VNR session.

Fiji was one of 39 VNR presenters at the
HLPF alongside other countries.

This was Fiji’s 2nd VNR Report since 2019
and it has compiled through intensive State-
led consultations with both State and Non-
State Actors and all stakeholders, ensuring
that all views were adequately captured in the
Report.

The VNR Report process underscores the
vital role of investing in data for accelerating
SDG progress. There is an urgent need for data
capacity building as countries face multiple
crises on health, food, energy and climate,
and need better data to support policymaking.

The role of national statistical offices
(NSOs) in owning national coordination
or stewardship role within their national
statistical systems is very important in this
regard.

Fiji’s SDG implementation is de-centralised
amongst specialist Government Ministries,
CSO, NGOs, Statutory Authorities, and Local
Authorities and communities.

It reflects the relevance of the 2030 Agenda,
at all levels of society and it also underscores
the need for a coherent, structured and
consistent approach, towards Fiji’s progress
on the 2030 Agenda.

The outcomes of the HLPF and the VNR
presentations will be tabled to the UN SDG
Summit that will convene in September, on
the margins of the 78th Session of the UN
General Assembly.

Asst. Minister Qeregeretabua was supported
by senior officials from the Ministry of
Finance and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
in Suva, and through the Permanent Mission
of Fiji to the UN, in New York.

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)
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HE Indonesian Government

looks to further strengthen

its development cooperation

with Fiji based on its Pacific
Elevation Strategy.

This  development  cooperation
pertains to vital sectors such as
economy, trade and tourism, education,
health, agriculture, fisheries and
forestry.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
permanent  secretary, Dr  Lesi
Korovavala, thanked the Indonesian
Government for yet another extension
of their footprint in Fiji through
the successful opening of a new 16
classrooms at the Queen Victoria
School (QVS), which it fully funded to
the tune of FJ$2.9 million.

The project was part of the Indonesian
Government’s gracious contribution
towards Fiji’s Adopt-a-School program
following the devastation of Tropical
Cyclone Winston.

The construction was completed
earlier this year with the Minister for
Education, Aseri Radrodro, officiating
at the opening earlier this month.

A senior Government delegation
led by Indonesia’s Director General
Information and Public Diplomacy,
Teuku Faizasyah, were also present in
Fiji to witness the occasion.

Following the opening ceremony in

Indonesia aims to further strengthen
development cooperation with Fiji

Fiji Government Officials with Indonesian counterparts at the Fiji and Indonesia’s roundtable
discussions held at the Grand Pacific Hotel. Photo: SUPPLIED

QVS, Fiji’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs
in collaboration with the Indonesian
Government delegation organised a
Fiji-Indonesia roundtable discussions
at the Grand Pacific Hotel (GPH).

The purpose of the roundtable
discussions was for all the identified
stakeholders from both countries to
discuss existing areas of cooperation
and identify ways to improve these
cooperation and new opportunities
moving forward.

Dr Korovavala acknowledged
the Indonesian and
the various stakeholders for their
participation in the first ever roundtable
discussions which included Ministry
for Agriculture, Ministry for Fisheries
and Forestry, Ministry for Finance,
Ministry for Education, Ministry for
Tourism and Ministry for Health.

The discussions were chaired by
Fiji’s Ambassador to Indonesia,
Amena Yauvoli, and was well attended
by representatives from Government
agencies in both countries.

The Government of Fiji and
Indonesia have endured longstanding
relations since the establishment of our
bilateral relations in 1974 and it has
strengthened over the years.

Government

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

IJI and the Cook Islands are in the process of
finalising a new Development Cooperation
Agreement to advance economic cooperation,
air transportation connectivity, trade, tourism,

labour mobility and address climate change.

This was highlighted during a bilateral meeting held
between the Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Sitiveni Rabuka and the Pacific Islands Forum
chair and Cook Islands Prime Minister, Mark Brown.

The two leaders discussed key areas of cooperation in
the build-up to the Forum Troika meeting and the Forum
Economic Ministers Meeting (FEMM) in Suva later this

week.

Prime Minister Rabuka thanked Prime Minister Brown
for his timely visit to Fiji particularly to finalise the
Development Cooperation Agreement (DCA).

He said DCA will enhance opportunities for increased
economic cooperation particularly with the potential to
establish air connectivity with the Cook Islands through
direct flights and collaboration in trade and tourism.

Prime Minister Rabuka acknowledged Mr Brown’s
role as the Chair of the Forum and also reaffirmed Fiji’s
commitment to regional solidarity assuring full support to
the Cook Islands as it prepares to host the upcoming PIFs

Meeting later this year.

He said Fiji will work closely
with the Cook Islands and
other Pacific Island countries
in the implementation of the
2050 Strategy of the Blue
Pacific Continent.

In response, Prime Minister

Brown thanked Prime
Minister Rabuka for his
exemplary leadership in

reuniting the region.

He said he was glad to be in
Fiji for the PIF Troika Meeting
and FEMM as it provided
an opportunity to address
common issues like rebuilding
economic  sustainability in
region during the post COVID
climate crisis.

-19 pandemic period and

The Troika leaders will also discuss key instruments such
as the ‘Pacific Resilience Fund’, which has been established
to finance climate mitigation and adaptation initiatives.

Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Sitiveni Rabuka and the Pacific Islands Forum Chair
and Cook Islands Prime Minister, Mark Brown, following a bilateral meeting held at the Office of the

Prime Minister. PHOTO: SUPPLIED.

Prime Minister Brown also welcomed Fiji’s support in

the lead up to the PIF Leaders Meeting, which will address

priority areas for the Pacific region particularly in the

implementation of the 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific.

(Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs)
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President Katonivere to Fiji team
he Fiji Outrigger Inter- = ‘
national Vaa Federation

(IVF) World Distance
Championships  team

presented its iTatau to the Presi-
dent Ratu Wiliame Katonivere at
the State House recently.

In accepting the iTatau, President
Katonivere shared that it was a
privilege to receive the paddlers
and their iTatau to seek the bless-
ings of the vanua and the Govern-
ment, noting that rowing is a sport
that needs more recognition as it
coincides with Fiji’s history - be-
ing the only mode of transport for
our ancestors in the maritime is-
lands.

“I must apologise that there is not
much publicity for the sport, may-
be there’s also limited support. But
seeing the importance of the sport
and that it is part of our culture, it
is also part of the movement that
Pacific Island countries are taking
in terms of climate change and the
protection of the ocean.”

Photos: ILISAPECI TUIVALE

President Katonivere hoosts
REMF Rughy Team's spirit ahead of defence rughy World Cup

he President Ratu Wil-
iame Maivalili Katoni-
vere met with the Re-
public of Fiji Military
Forces Rugby Team when they
presented their iTautau at State
House today, igniting their spirits
as they prepare to defend their title
at the upcoming Defence Rugby
World Cup in France.
The President commended the

team’s excellence and drew paral-

lels between the discipline of army

life and the synergy required in

rugby, highlighting the team’s po-

tential for success.

Photos: JOSEFA ULUILAKEBA
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t was a colorful sight at the
State House as students |
from the Navesi Kinder-
garten of Delainavesi paid a

visit to the President, Ratu Wil-
iame Katonivere recently.

The Head of State was happy to
receive the students who were
accompanied by their three
teachers and parents, and he also
had the opportunity to meet with
his former primary school teach-
er who was part of the visiting &

delegation.

Photos: ILISAPECI TUIVALE

Launch of Ghildhood Gancer awareness month
and WOWS Kids fundraiser

he Minister for Women,
Children and Social Pro-
tection, Lynda Tabuya
launched the August month
of childhood cancer awareness with
the Walk On Walk Strong (WOWY)
Kids Zumba fundraiser at Albert Park
recently.
The rainy weather did not dampen
the spirits of those who attended as
they turned out in numbers to sup-
port this worthy cause.
“I commend each individual who
turned up in this cold morning to
show your support. Your presence
here today can make a significant dif-
ference in the lives of children and
families dealing with childhood can-
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By DIPESH KUMAR

N a significant step towards

addressing corruption in the Pacific

region, the President, Ratu Wiliame

Katonivere has emphasised on
Fiji’s commitment to fighting corruption
and its detrimental impact on societies,
economies, and governance.

Speaking at the Pacific Anti-Corruption
Regional Conference held recently,
President Katonivere highlighted the
need for regional cooperation and shared
responsibility in tackling corruption.

He recognised that it was a difficult
and there were stubborn challenges that
required collective effort.

The Head of State shared that the issue of
corruption exists within the public sector
and beyond as he shared concerns over the
corrosion of public trust in government
when corruption diverts resources and
funds away from the people.

“Acts of corruption have a domino
effect when they occur and the ultimate
consequence is a sub-par and incomplete
job that negatively impact the everyday
lives of citizens in our countries and
region.”

“Corruption does not just affect the State
or the public sector alone. It is an evil that
has the potential to permeate and destroy
our society as a whole.”

President Katonivere shared that in order
to foster good governance, preventing
corruption was essential.

He stated that regional states have
the power to implement anticorruption
mechanisms.

“Anti-corruption is without a doubt an
essential element of good governance
in which the State carries the main
responsibility of ensuring that it has strong
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The President, Ratu Wiliame Katonivere and Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, Siromi Turaga with participants at the Pacific Anti-Corruption
Regional Conference held in Nadi recently. Photo: DIPESH KUMAR

anti-corruption mechanisms and measures
in place — working collaboratively, to put
an end to corruption.”

“Anti-corruption needs the combined
efforts of the public sector, private sector,
civil society and every citizen, no matter
how young or small and no matter their
background.

“Corruption does not discriminate. Thus,
we cannot afford to discriminate against
who should or can be involved in anti-
corruption work and who should not be
involved.”

“In our region, each country has its own
unique way of identifying, combatting,
and preventing corruption. Each of our
countries would also have its fair share
of challenges when it comes to individual
anti-corruption efforts.

“Some countries have implemented anti-
corruption mechanisms that are slightly
more stringent and advanced, in terms of
years of operation, than others.”

The Attorney-General and Minister for
Justice, Siromi Turaga also shared that the
conference provides a unique platform to
engage in open dialogue where knowledge,
best practices and experiences from across
the region can be shared.

The A-G emphasised that corruption
threatens the very foundation of peace,
security, and stability in the region.

“Corruption is a pervasive menace that
knows no boundaries. It undermines our
government’s ability to serve the people,
undermines the rule of law, and erodes trust
in our democratic processes, institutions
and leaders.”

He shared that in order to secure a better
future the fight against corruption was

necessary.
“Corruption disrupts our path to
sustainable ~ development,  depriving

the most vulnerable among us of the
prosperity, rights, and essential services
that they desperately require. It is a

threat that corrodes the very fabric of our
Pacific communities, hindering progress,
siphoning resources meant for the common
good of our people and exacerbates social
inequalities.”

He stated that Fiji’s anti-corruption
efforts draw inspiration and guidance
from a multitude of international, regional,
and national commitments which include
the United Nations Convention against
Corruption (UNCAC), Agenda 2030
and the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), the Boe Declaration on Regional
Security, the Pacific Unity Against
Corruption - Teieniwa Vision, and the
2050 Blue Pacific Strategy.

The conference brought together leaders,
policymakers, and experts from various
Pacific nations to collectively address the
pressing issue of corruption and explore
strategies for promoting transparency and
accountability in the region.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-operatives, and Small and Medium Enterprises, and Communications,
Manoa Kamikamica with KPMG Enterprise Australian Managing Partner, Naomi Mitchell and senior management of KPMG

By DIPESH KUMAR

N investment of $6 million
through the new KPMG
Nadi office in the bustling
Martintar area will contribute

DPM Kamikamica op
new $6m KPMG office i

Kamikamica as he
opened the new facility
in Nadi this week.
DPM Kamikamica
said, “this is just the
genesis of the potential
Martintar offers as part
of its professional
capabilities. Martintar
has traditionally been
recognised as the
entertainment district
of Nadi, a bustling and
exciting area which
acts as a hub for both
locals and tourists”.
“Fiji’s economy
is projected to grow
by eight percent this
year and 3.4 percent
in 2024 and a further

Fiji. Photo: DIPESH KUMAR

to solidifying Fiji as a regional hub by
offering professional services.

This was shared by the Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-
and Small

Enterprises, and Communications, Manoa

operatives, and Medium

three percent in 2025 —
and to be very honest, it simply is ours for
the taking.”

The Deputy Prime Minister shared that
Fiji was in need of more firms like KPMG
to provide exceptional financial solutions,
uphold the highest standards of integrity,

and grow long-lasting relationships built
on trust.

“As the Minister for Trade and a
champion for diversifying our economic
opportunities, KPMG’s $6  million
investment in this Nadi office is a clear
indication of KPMG’s confidence and
commitment towards contributing to Fiji’s
economic diversification.”

“This Nadi office is home to “Fiji
Dynamix” — a fast growing remote
working site where people have the
freedom to choose where and how to work
based on personal working styles, I think
— this is a fantastic concept for developing
a workforce that is agile and one that
develops high-achieving leaders in the
accounting industry.”

He reminded the staff of KPMG to
remember that the financial landscape is
ever-changing and that their professional
career must be built upon commitment to
providing tailor-made financial services.

“The most valuable advice I can impart,
is that your responsibility remains ensuring
that your clients receive the best advice
and guidance to make informed decisions
for their financial future.”
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Co-operative receives Villagers protected from
grog pounding machine sea level rise following
re— = T seawall construction

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE v
g AND WATERWAYS
Lamini Village ;

Coastal Protection Works

Otficially Commissioned by
ASSITANT MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND WATERWAYS
HON. TOMASI TUNABUNA
Sa0n 2 of August, 2023

Members of the Nasagalau Farmers Co-operative and senior agriculture officers during the grog
pounding machine handover in Welagi, Taveuni. Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO

By JOSAIA RALAGO made towards farmers in the country, as Assistant Minister for Agriculture and Waterways Tomasi Tunabuna with Lamini villagers at the

C e . commissioning of their seawall. Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO
this initiative was only made possible

HE dreams of being a through our collaboration, where we

grog exporter is gradually paid a third, and Government paid the By JOSAIA RALAGO officiating at the event, highlighted that F.iji
transitioning into reality for remainder.” N W?.S ranke(.i at the Fop 15 ar.nong the countries

the Nasaqalau Farmers Club in ) . ) ORE than 40 families at with the highest disaster risk globally.
Welagi, Taveuni. The Assistant MmlStEf’r for Agrlcultu.re Lamini Village in Taveuni  Acknowledging the previousadministration
This is after the club received a grog and Waterways, Tomasi Tunabuna, while Wﬂl. now l?e.better protected  for their role and contribution towards
officiating at the handover, commended against rising sea levels o project, Asst. Minister Tunabuna gave

pounding machine from the Government.

the group for their vision and support following the commissioning of their s assurance that the Government would

Formed in April last year, the 42-member

roup has been oberatine under a three. 1Ot only towards their community but seawall earlier this month. continue with this initiative to reduce the
sroup P £ towards the agriculture sector The $1.01 million Government funded  yylnerability of the 675,000 coastal dwellers
year scheme towards a target to supply to ) full inforced t 1 that - .

Asst. Mini Tunab id th ully  reimntorced concrete seawa. al  in the country, who depend entirely on the
international markets. Sst. inisterfunabuna - sat ¢ ; .
m Mini ¢ Acricul . stretches for 320 metres and raised t0  geq for survival
: : . BF mnistry o riculture was encouragin . . ’

The cooperative president, Elia Mailigoa, o ry ; g } ; ti g 2. 5metres, has given villagers a sense of  “Lamini Village was one such community,

s ohl e formation of cooperatives as there .
highlighted that the dream stemmed from P - security. that has long been on the forefront of
the need to uplift the living standard of the wer.e programs  and  opportunities Temesio Seniloli, 67, who has lived the changing climate, suffering from
community through the efficient utilisation ~aVailable for such groups. in Lamini all his life, said prior to the strengthening storms and rising sea levels,”
of their land. Ravikash Dass, a 19-year-old grog | inception of the project, seawater would e said.

“We have identified what we need to farmer and exporter of Buca settlement sweep through the village, reaching to the  “In our efforts to secure for more climate
do and we are working towards our goal in Savusavu, also received similar | main road during storm surges that usually financing, we, your Coalition Government
collectively, with each member having assistance to assist with his operations. accompanies a tropical cyclone. request your joined effort in protecting

Mr Dass who own “Noka Premium Mr Seniloli said nothing brought them your community, taking ownership of

already cultivated 3,740 plants so when
we finally start supplying the market at the ~Kava” started his business in August last
end of the third year, it is consistent,” Mr  year, and as of last month has supplied
Mailigoa said. one tonne of kava to the local and

more joy than witnessing such an incentive the infrastructures that are in place and

that would ensure their safety, especially for  recognising the need to plant more climate

children. resilient trees, mangroves and vertiver
The Assistant Minister for Agriculture grass.”

and Waterways, Tomasi Tunabuna, while

“As rural dwellers, we are grateful to international market

the commitment the Government has

By JOSAIA RALAGO There are a total of 11,518 farmers in the province of offices in the North, assured the staff that the Ministry was
Cakaudrove, including Taveuni, Rabi, Kioa, Qamea and undertaking measures to address these issues including the
IVIL servants in the Ministry of Agriculture Yacata that are being looked after by 16 technical staff. advertising of vacant positions that had led to the shortage

have been applauded for the work they have  Asst. Minister Tunabuna, who visited all the agriculture of staff. ooficers
been doing in the previous years despite the
challenges.

“You are survivors, and we would like to thank you for
the work you have been doing for the past years and the
first seven months of this year,” the Assistant Minister for
Agriculture and Waterways, Tomasi Tunabuna said while
speaking to Savusavu Agriculture officers.

Asst. Minister Tunabuna commended the efforts and
passion of the officers in serving the communities they
have been designated to, regardless of the issues they faced
in terms of limited resources and other barriers.

During his tour of the Northern Division and visiting
the Ministry’s extension offices, he reminded the staff of
the importance of their work and explained the ministry’s
goals for this financial year.

Asst. Minister Tubuna highlighted that the Ministry’s
budget for this year was $92.5 million - an increase by $35
million from last year.

He encouraged the officers to work with their teams
and farmers in order to achieve the targets set by the
Government towards the agricultural sector.

The staff were also encouraged to provide feedback and
they brought up the challenges they faced in their different

locations and units with staff shortage and limited resources Assistant Minister for Agriculture and Waterways Tomasi Tunabuna with the Savusavu Agriculture officers, and the Ministry’s
being two of the major challenges they faced. senior management officers. Photo: JOSAIA RALAGO
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2023 - 2024 National Budget ‘fi~p>

A National Budget is a financial plan that outlines a
Government's estimated revenues and expenditures for a
particular financial year. It serves as a blueprint for the \
Government's financial activities including its priorities, —
policies and medium-term economic and fiscal goals. i T

Purpose of this Citizens' Guide

As per section 13(5) (c) of the Financial Management
(Amendment) Act 2021, the Permanent Secretary
responsible for Finance must publish:

“a user-friendly summary of the annual budget
within one month after the date the annual budget is
approved by Parliament.”

This guide provides a brief description of the budget
process, macroeconomic outlook, major revenue and
expenditure policies and the medium-term fiscal
framework.

BUDGET PROCESS JAN  FEB | MAR APR = MAY JUN  JuL
Medium-Term Fiscal Strategy -
approved by Cabinet
Medium-Term Fiscal Strategy tabled .
to Parliament

Circular issued to Ministries/
Departments/Agencies for budget
submissions

Invitation for budget submissions
from private sector/civil society and
general public

Assessment of submissions from .
Ministries and Departments

Budget consultations with Ministries

and Departments

Cabinet Subcommittee on Budget

Tabling of Budget documents to
Cabinet and budget announcement

Parliamentary debate and budget
approval

00060660000

What is a Government Budget? :

Economic Outlook

This section provides a brief update on the recent outlook of the global and
domestic economy.

Global Economy

The Global Economy is expected to | %
grow by 3.0% in 2023.

Challenges and Risks

w

Russia-Ukraine  Volatility ir;&)mmodity
War prices and shipping cost

o N A O ®

6.3
. i -3.0 -3.0

i?é* e._é.s . 28
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Geo-political

Lingering effects Source: International Monetary Fund

of pandemic tensions
Domestic Economy
Fiji's Economy is expected to grow [ % 2 10
by 8.0% in 2023, 3.8% in 2024 and 5 '
3.0% in 2025.
10 8.0
Risks to the outlook 5 - 38 30

» Geopolitical tensions 0 A s
e Further slowdown in major trading -5 s

partner countries -10 ’
o Loss of skilled workforce -15
¢ Climate change and natural -0 1.0
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disasters
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Outlook for key economic indicators - 2023

FY2023-2024 Budget

Government will spend... $4,339.9 Million

Economic
Services
$416.7M

Others
General $435.6M
Education Administration
$844.8M $527.1M

Women,
Luv;zu:: :h;der Children and
Fiji Roads . Social Protection
Authority $200.2M

finoucs e $387.6M
Charges $453.7Mm Water Authority

$536.6M of Fiji

$250.8M

Economic Services include Agriculture, Fisheries, Forestry, Lands, Mineral Resources, trade,
MSMEs, Local Government and Tourism.

General Administrations include Ministries and Departments mandated to strengthen good
governance, human resource development, managing government  finance,
communications and ICT Infrastructure, international cooperation and climate change.

$3,700.7 Million

Government will collect...

Customs
Taxes
$556.0M
Dividends from
Vﬂ'“_‘l’: Added Direct Taxes Investments
ax o
$1,422.2M e CF,f s o =
arges and
Penalties o
Others $166.6M
$206.7M
Departure
Tax
$99.8M Water Resource
Tax
$91.6M

Others include revenues from reimbursement & recoveries, telecommunication levy, investing
receipts, SEG 13 VAT and other revenues and surpluses.

Direct Taxes comprises of income taxes (including PAYE, withholding tax, corporate tax,
provisional tax, and other taxes), fringe benefit and capital gains tax.

| poger

Key Expenditure Policies

poatn g ol

TELS Debt Forgiveness
¢ All outstanding TELS debt (except In-Service scheme), owed by
53,725 students, amounting to around $650 million as at 31 July
# 2023 has been forgiven.

e Under this new arrangement, all students will be bonded to serve the
country for a period of 1.5 multiplied by the number of years of study.

Fijian Scholarship Scheme
! e Tertiary Education and Loan Scheme will be replaced with Fijian
Scholarship Scheme.

é e Government has allocated $148.3 million to sponsor 10,920 new
students and 9,148 existing students.

¢ New students on tuition-only scholarship will be required to serve a
bond period of years of study multiplied by 1.5, and years of study
multiplied by 2 for students with both tuition and allowance.

The cut-off mark will be 245 for students in rural and maritime
schools; and 250 for students in non-rural and non-maritime
schools.

e The cut-off mark for Commerce will be 280, and 300 for Engineering.

Merit-Based Scholarship
e National Toppers Scholarship Scheme will be renamed to Merit-
Based Scholarships.

_J e The cut-off mark will be 320 for students in rural and maritime
schools; and 330 for students in non-rural and non-maritime
schools.

¢ The Scholarship scheme includes:
o Masters & PhDs by Research - 10 PhD and 20 Masters awards
o Merit-based Overseas Scheme
Merit-based Higher Education - 700 awards
Merit-based Skills Qualification Scheme - 200 awards
Scholarships for Students with Special Needs -20 awards
Scholarship for In-Service Scheme - 50 awards

O O O O

Other Training Grants
Competency-Based Training Grants to benefit 1,800 students in areas
of Construction, Tourism & Hospitality and Automotive Industry.

&
e L)
A 2

Apprenticeship Training to benefit 400 students. Government will cover
either 50 percent of tuition fees or top-up the minimum wage rate paid
by employers by $2.00/hour.

g g ¢
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Key Expenditure Policies

Back to School Support
e A sum of $45.0 million has been allocated to assist families to
prepare for the 2024 school year.

e Eligible families will receive $200 per student. A total of 225,000
students are expected to be assisted.

o Further details and guidelines will be made available in due course.

USP Grant
¢ Government has fully reinstated the $33.0 million grant to USP.

e An additional $20.0 million is allocated towards outstanding
payment.

Social Protection

3

Increased Support for the Vulnerable and Disadvantaged
Social Pension Scheme
a. monthly allowance for people above 65 years will increase from
$100 to $115; and

b. monthly allowance for people above 70 years will increase from
$100 to $125.

Family Assistance Scheme (formerly known as Poverty Benefit Scheme)

a. 1 person household allowance will increase from $35 to $40.25;

b. 2 person household allowance will increase from $58 to $66.70;
c. 3 person household allowance will increase from $92 to $105.08;
d. 4 person household allowance will increase from $127 to $146.05

$50 food voucher programme will continue for the next fiscal year.
Child Protection Allowance - monthly allowances for:

a. Children not in school will increase from $29 to $33.35;

b. Children in primary school increased from $35 to $40.25;

c. Children in secondary school increased from $46 to $52.90;
d. Children with disabilities increased from $69 to $79.35; and
e. Children in residential homes increased from $120 to $138.00.

Allowance for Persons with Disability will increase from $90 to $104 per
month.

Bus Fare Allowance of $25 per month for disabled and elderly (over 60

years).
\1' Page 6

Key Expenditure Policies

Community Empowerment and Support

-/
FNPF,

recuiing your future

Increase in Pension Funding

e Monthly pensions for all Government pensioners will increase by 15
percent.

Empowering our Community Leaders

e Monthly allowances for community leaders will increase as follows:
o Advisory Councilors from $172.50 to $200 per month;
o District Chairperson’s from $207 to $220 per month;
o Turaga-ni-Koro from $100 to $150 per month;
o Mata-ni-Tikina ($100 to $250 per quarter, $175 to $325 per
quarter and $195 to $345 per quarter); and
o Turaga-ni-Yavusa will receive $100 per month.

Increase in FNPF contribution rates
» Effective from 1 January 2024, the FNPF contribution rates will return
to pre-COVID levels. Employers will contribute 10 percent and
employees will contribute 8 percent.

Support for FNPF pensioners affected in 2011

e FNPF pensioners whose pension rates were reduced in 2011 will now
be able to access the Government social pension allowance.

o Effective from 1 August 2023, these 1,500 affected FNPF pensioners
will be able to access an allowance of $125 per month if they are
above the age of 70 or $115 if they are between 65 to 69 years.

¢ Atotal of $453.7 million has been allocated to Ministry of Health.

¢ Of which $11.6 million is provided for upgrading and refurbishment
of health facilities across Fiji.

e Funding has also been allocated to address human resource
challenges, overtime pay and increase in nurses’ salaries.

\f Page 7

Key Expenditure Policies

Key Revenue Policies

Infrastructure Services = 4

Fiji Roads Authority (FRA)
é e Government has allocated $387.6 million to FRA, of which $372.9

million is provided for capital expenditure.

e The programmes include maintenance of the road network,
renewal & resurfacing of roads, ongoing bridges & renewal and
replacement of existing crossings and rural & coastal roads
programme.

Public Works Department (PWD)

@ « PWD will be established to look after rural roads. ‘

e PWD will receive $5.0 million to purchase plant, machinery and
materials and an additional $2.0 million for maintenance, upgrade
and refurbishment of public structures, water and sewer lines.

Water Authority of Fiji (WAF)

' e Government has allocated $250.8 million to WAF. Of which, $53.8
‘ million is specifically to improve water sources and implement
resilient infrastructures.

Termite Control Assistance Programme

e Government has allocated $3.0 million to assist families affected by
termites in the Western and Northern Division.

¢ The guidelines on accessing the assistance will be provided in due
course.

Development in the Northern Division

) #}, ¢ Northern Development Programme - Government has allocated
$1.0 million to fund the MSME development in Vanua Levu to
improve livelihoods and facilitate growth.

¢ Vanua Levu Tourism Project - A sum of $5.0 million is allocated in
FY2023-2024 to support an integrated, resilient and sustainable
tourism development in Vanua Levuy, in partnership with the World
Bank.

x'{ - Page 8
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Value Added Tax (VAT)

» Zero-rated VAT applicable on 22 essential items:

Sugar Onions Powdered Milk  Toothpaste

Flour Garlic Baby Milk Cooking gas

Rice Canned Fish  Sanitary Pads ~ Kerosene

Dhal Cooking Oil Soap Prescribed Medicines
Tea Salt Soap Powder

Potatoes  Liquid Milk Toilet Paper

o VAT rate will be increased from 9 percent to 15 percent on all other
goods and services effective from 1 August 2023.

Corporate Tax
* Government will increase corporate tax from 20 percent to 25
percent effective from tax year 2023.

e Companies eligible for lower tax rate as part of the South Pacific
Stock Exchange tax incentive, the corporate tax rate will be
increased from 10 percent to 15 percent.

Departure Tax

¢ Departure tax will increase from $100 to $125 from 1 August 2023 and
subsequently increase to $140 from 1 January 2024.

Increase in duty on selected products
e 5 percent increase in excise duty on alcohol and tobacco.

e Excise duty on carbonated or sugar-sweetened beverages will be
increased from 35 cents per liter to 40 cents per liter.

o Effective from 1 January 2024, an excise duty of 40 cents per kg or
liter will be imposed on:

a. Sweet biscuits

b. Ice cream

c. Snacks obtained by roasting, frying, baking, swelling, etc.
d. Sugar confectioneries

e. Imported fruit juices.

Social Responsibility Tax (SRT)
e SRT will be incorporated into the Pay As You Earn (PAYE) bracket.

» A5 percent reduction for PAYE income brackets above $270,000. This
will be effective from 1 January 2024.

\( Page 9

[+

SundayAugust 132023



email: news@moc.gov.fj;
© @FijiRepublic;

Fiji Government;

visit us @ www.fiji.gov.fj

phone: 3301806

2023 - 2024 National Budget

¥

The Minister for Women, Children and Social Protection, Lynda Tabuya, while attending the closing of the Kadavu Provincial Council
Meeting took time out for other engagements like meeting children during the ECE Week at Natumua village, Tavuki.

will now receive $138 rather than the old rate of $120 per
month. The $50 food voucher value will be added to the

above amounts respectively.

Family Assistance Scheme

This means for one person household: new rate has
changed from $35 to $40 per month; for two person
household: new rate has changed from $58 to $66 per
month; for three person household: new rates has changed
from $92 to $105 per month and for four person household:
new rates has changed from $127 to $146 per month.

The $50 food voucher value will be added to the above
amounts respectively.

Social Pension Scheme (SPS)

For recipients on the social pension scheme who are
above 70 years will receive a 25 per cent increase to their
allowance, whilst those between ages 65-69 years will
receive a 15 per cent increase to their allowance.

Which means if you are 65 to 69 years, the new SPS
Photo: SUPPLIED

Changes in Social Protection Programmes

THE Ministry of Women, Children and Social Protection
has advised its beneficiaries of changes to the Social
Protection Programmes that have come into effect since
August 1, 2023.

Poverty Benefit Scheme will now be referred to as the
Family Assistance Scheme while Expanded Food Voucher
Program for Rural Pregnant Mothers will be referred to
as the Food Allowance Program for the Rural Pregnant
Mothers.

It is also important that all existing Care and Protection
(C&P); and Family Assistance (FA) recipients note that
from supplying of food voucher through the initial vendors
will cease.

However, the Government will top up the $50 food
voucher value to the allowances deposited through their

bank accounts and mobile wallets.

All recipients of the Care & Protection, Disability
Allowance Scheme and Family Assistance will have 15%
increase to allowances from the August payout.

The following are the new Social Protection allowances
which will be paid out from August 2023, inclusive of the
15 per cent increase:

Care and Protection Allowance

This means that children not in school will now receive
$33 rather than the old rate of $29 per month. Children in
Primary School will now receive $40 rather than the old
rate of $35 per month. Children in Secondary School will
now receive $52 rather than the old rate of $46 per month.
Children with disabilities will now receive $79 rather than
the old rate of $69 per month. Children in residential homes

allowance will be $115 per month while for those who
are 70 years and over, the SPS allowance will be $125 per
month.

Persons with Disability

For Allowance for Persons with Disability, beneficiaries
will be now receiving $104 per month (currently it is $90
per month).

In addition the Bus
administered on a monthly basis with a monthly value of

Fare Assistance will now be

$25 as opposed to $75 per quarter.
Should there be any clarification, please do not hesitate to
approach the nearest social welfare office.

(Source: Ministry of Women, Children and Social
Protection)

Key Revenue Policies

Duty reduction on selected food products

Fiscal Duty reduced from 32% to
15% on importation of:

Beef
Corned beef
Prawns
Ducks
Corned meat of lamb/sheep
Canned Mackerel

w;
e

Fiscal Duty reduced from 5% to
0% on importation of:

Sheep/Lamb
Meat

Motor Vehicle Duty

passenger motor vehicles.

Fuel Tax Rebate

Vanua Levu and Taveuni.

regions.

Water Resource Tax

= cents per litre to 19.5 cents per litre.

Improving Delivery of Services

Ease of Doing Business
e A sum of $9.0 million is allocated towards Ease of Doing Business
initiatives.

Investment Facilitation Committee

¢ An Investment Facilitation Committee has been established to
provide a platform for investors and existing businesses to raise
concerns on recurring or unresolved issues that hinder investment

and business.

Fiscal Duty reduced from 15% to
5% on importation of:

Tomatoes

Import Excise Duty reduced from
10% to 0% on importation of:

Chicken portions
(wings, drums, legs,
feet, thighs, breast,
offals and roasting

¢ 5 percentin increase in import excise duty on new and used

e A 10 cents per litre fuel rebate will be provided to bus operators in

e Existing 2 cents per litre fuel rebate will be maintained for all other

o Effective from 1 August 2023, the water resource tax rate for
extraction above 10 million liters per month will increase from 18

e Government recognises investment is critical and is committed to
promote Fiji as an attractive destination for both local and foreign
investors with business friendly and conducive environment.

Medium-Term Fiscal Framework

Canned

Revenue 3,700.7 3,868.1 4,004.0
As a % of GDP 279 27.6 273
Tax Revenue 3107.7 3321.3 3487.3
Non-tax Revenue 5931 546.9 516.7

Expenditure 4,339.9 4,361.6 4,440.1
As a % of GDP 327 312 302

Debt 10,521.4 11,014.9 1,450.9
fowl)
As a % of GDP 79.3 78.7 77.9
GDP at Market Prices 13,266.6 13,991.9 14,691.4

133

\ Page 10
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Government will gradually reduce its net deficit as a percentage of
GDP in the medium-term to -3.5 percent in 2024-2025 and -3.0
percent in 2025-2026.

Government targets to reduce its debt as a percentage of GDP to 78.7
percent in 2024-2025 and 77.9 percent in 2025-2026.

Ministry of Finance is working on a 15-year fiscal management plan
and details will be released later.

Fiscal Risks

Climate
' Change and

Nalpral

Contingent
Liabilities
and State -

' Macroeconomic

Risks
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Minister for Women, Children and Social Protection Lynda Tabuya visiting the YWAM Ships Aotearoa in June. Cabinet has approved
the execution of a Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministry of Health and Medical Services with YWAM for the provision of
medical supplies to remote nursing stations, medical services, dental services, primary healthcare services, and training to Community
Health Workers via the YWAM Ship. Photos: SUPPLIED

Earlier this month, Cabinet meeting deliberated on a number of issues
and the following decisions were made;

Housing Assistance to Fire Victims Policy
Cabinet approved changes to the Policy for Housing
Assistance to Fire Victims Grant.

This Grant is intended to assist low and middle-income
earners to rebuild homes destroyed by accidental fires.
Households with a total annual income below $50,000 can
receive grant assistance up to $5,000.

The Grant does not apply to house fires where the owner is
found to have deliberately set fire to his/her own property
or to households occupying rented premises.

Cabinet approved changes to the eligibility criteria for
assistance under this Policy.

Under the revised eligibility criteria, the assistance is now
extended to two new categories:

(i) House fire victims who reside on land subject to
agriculture lease; and

(ii)) House fire victims who reside on Matagali land
[members of landowning units registered in the Vola ni
Kawa Bula (VKB)] residing on Matagali 1and outside the
registered village boundaries.

The revised eligibility criteria for grant assistance are now
as follows:

(i) Fijian citizen and above the age of 18;

(ii) Total annual household income of $50,000 or below;
(iii) Agriculture lease title holder must provide evidence
on the ownership of the damaged property and that the
applicant occupied the property;

(iv) Members of the Land Owning Unit whose residential
house constructed within village boundaries or on mataqali
land outside village boundaries must provide evidence on
the ownership of the damaged property and evidence that
the applicant occupied the property;

(v) The house was not insured;

(vi) Owners of other damaged property within municipal
boundaries must provide evidence of a certificate of title
for the property from the Registrar of Titles - The Ministry
will verify this through a search of the Titles Office;

(vii) Cause of fire is determined to be accidental — confirmed
through a report from the National Fire Authority; and
(viii) Applicants for this assistance for damaged homes in
the rural and maritime areas must provide confirmation
from the:

(a) Provincial Administrator and the office of the Roko
Tui confirming house ownership and that the home was
constructed on land belonging a Matagali or Land Owning
Unit on which the damaged property is located and that the
applicant occupied the property;

(b) Provincial Administrator and the Office of the Roko Tui
to confirm the cause of fire in consultation with National
Fire Authority for incidents reported in rural and maritime

areas.
Applications already received from households under

the revised eligibility criteria by the Ministry of Housing

during the 2022-2023 financial year will be assisted.

Exchange of Notes on Japan’s Grant Aid to
the Ministry of Health and Medical Services
Under the Economic and Social Development

Program

Cabinet approved the execution of an Exchange of Notes
between the Ministry of Health and Medical Services and
the Government of Japan for a grant of $2.4 million grant
to the Ministry to purchase two medical containers.

The two medical containers will be used as container
clinics to support an integrated model of primary health
care, testing and training.

The Ministry’s priority will be to utilise the container
clinics in communities to provide integrated services for
family health, maternal child health wellness, diabetes,
non-communicable diseases and sexually transmitted
diseases.

The medical containers will serve as a potential model or
pilot to form aspects of future health care provisions.

Extension to the AOC with the UN Human
Settlements Program

Cabinet has approved a further extension to the Agreement
of Cooperation (AOC) between the Ministry of Local
Government and Housing and the United Nations Human
Settlement Program (UN-Habitat) until May 31, 2024.
The AOC is to implement a project called ‘Increasing the
resilience of informal urban settlements in Fiji that are
highly vulnerable to climate change and disaster risks’.
The project addresses the increase in frequency and
intensity of extreme events such as flooding, droughts,
cyclones and long-term sea-level rise that negatively
impacts informal settlements.

The 16 communities to be assisted under the Project are:

- Lami - Bilo, Kalekana, Qauia, Vuniivi, Wailekutu and
Wainivokai

- Sigatoka- Kulukulu, Vunikavika

- Lautoka- California, Nagqiroso, Nasoata, Taiperia,
Veidogo, Vunato

- Nadi - Korociri, Nawajikuma

The Ministry has completed community profiling for these
16 informal urban settlements.

UN-Habitat will provide US$2.79million under the no cost
extension of the AOC for the implementation of various
capital projects in the 16 communities.

These projects include:

-construction of retaining structures near mangroves,
-construction of coastal protection structures,
-construction of storm water drainage network,
-construction of improved footpaths,

-construction of covered meeting areas,

-construction of pedestrian bridges,

-provision of garbage containers,

-measures to improve solid waste management,
-construction of sanitation, and

-installation of rainwater harvesting tanks.

Ministry of Health and Medical Services and
the YWAM Ships Aotearoa Limited MOU

Cabinet approved the execution of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) between the Ministry of Health
and Medical Services and YWAM Ships Aotearoa Limited
(YSA) for the provision of medical supplies to remote
nursing stations, medical services, dental services, primary
healthcare services, and training to Community Health
Workers via the YWAM Ship.

YWAM is a global movement of Christians from various
countries, varying age groups, and cultures, dedicated to
living their faith practically throughout the world.

The YWAM Ship provides free medical supplies to remote
nursing stations, and provides free medical services mostly
dental services, primary health care services such as health
screening and health advice and also provides training to
Community Health Workers.

The MOU will facilitate logistic arrangements, health
service preparation and coordination for future YWAM
missions in Fiji

Minister for Women, Children and Social Protection, Lynda Tabuya on-board the YWAM Ship and its crew members.Photos: SUPPLIED
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Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Biman Prasad with other Cabinet Ministers and Fiji Football Association (Fiji FA) chief executive officer, Mohammed Yusuf welcomed the FIFA President,

esteemed legend Gianni Infantino. Photo: ILISAPECI TUIVALE

ILISAPECI TUIVALE

HE Coalition Government is ready
to work with FIFA (International
Federation of Association Football)
in its efforts to invest in Fiji’s
football development.
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for
Finance, Biman Prasad in his address at
the welcome ceremony accorded for the
President of FIFA, Gianni Infantino, hailed
FIFA’s plans of developing a state of the art
facility for soccer advancement in Fiji.
“The Coalition Government is pleased to
note that FIFA is supporting plans for the
development of a multi-million-dollar state
of the art facility to be completed in three
phases,” DPM Prasad said.
“This will include the development of a high-
performance centre, which in our view can
be used by our talents graduating out of the
football academies. It will also involve the
development of an artificial pitch and a state
of the art 15,000 seat stadium at Lomolomo
between Lautoka and Nadi.”
“For its part, the Coalition Government stands
ready to support such developments because
we strongly believe that sports plays a key
role in a nation’s progress. And football and
rugby are two sports that are in pole position
to give our nation glory and fame.”
DPM Prasad thanked Mr Infantino for taking
keen interest in the development and progress

of football in Fiji.

“FIFA’s support and financial commitment
towards development and implementation of
projects is indeed laudable.”

Mr Infantino arrived was in Fiji on his first
official visit to Fiji.

He was accorded to a traditional welcome
ceremony that was attended by the Minister
for Home Affairs and Immigration, Pio
Tikoduadua, Minister for Youth and Sports,
Jese Saukuru, the Minister for Education,
Aseri Radrodro, French Ambassador to
Fiji, Frangois-Xavier Léger, NZ Deputy
High Commissioner Alex Shahryar-Davies
and relevant associates of the Fiji football
fraternity at the Fiji Football Association
Headquarters in Suva recently.

Together with DPM Prasad, Mr Infantino
opened the King Pele Fitness Centre and
Physiotherapy Clinic and the Fiji FA Futsal
Court.

Mr Infantino congratulated the Fiji FA on its
work with football in the country, especially
with Fiji national U-20 side qualifying for the
FIFA U20 World Cup.

“We (FIFA) are here to make football in this
country grow. You (Fiji) are one of the most
important, the biggest country as well in the
Pacific, in Oceania. And you have to be a hub
— a football hub for the whole Pacific region,
we will work on that with you,” Mr Infantino
shared.

Enthusiastic students in attendance took this opportunity to try out soccer activities during the
event. Photo: ILISAPECI TUIVALE




Qaravi E Viti Na Vakaraitaki § Toso cake na saunitoa | Tovolea mada na teitei Viti Marautaka ko Nasagalau Marautaki na siga ni tabagohe
Tovo Kei Na Cakacaka Ni veivakurabuitaki na nodra misini ni tuki e vuravura 2023

Liga 2026 9 e e yagona 0 0

ME DA TAQOMAKA NA NODA
WASAWASA: MINISITA TUBUNA
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Ko Minisita Tubuna, Vukevuke ni Minisita ena Valenivolavola ni liuliu ni Matanitu kei ira na lewe ni bose ena Blue Prosperity Marine Spatial Planning workshop.

a kena mai vakayacori e na noda vanua e dua na bose ka me
baleta na noda wasawasa e sa vakaraitaki ni kena tokoni tiko
na cakacaka ni kena tagomaki na noda wasawasa kei na veika
e ra bula kina.
Vakaraitaka na veika oqori na Minisita Veivuke e na Valenivolavola ni
Paraiminisita o Sakiusa Tubuna e na nodra lai dolava na bose ka vakayacori
tiko mai Nadi ka vakavinavinaka taki ira na kena dau e ra tadu mai na
veiyasai vuravura me ra mai tiko e na bose ka vakatokai e na vosa vaka
Peretania me ‘Blue Prosperity Marine Spatial Planning Workshop.’
“E sa dodonu me da veivosaki taka na vei bolebole eso sa basika me baleta
na noda wasawasa ka sa tuvatuva ka tale ga kina na matanitu e Viti me
baleta na tagomaki ni 30 na pasede ni neimami wasawasa.”
“Au vakavinavinaka kina ni rawa ni mai tomani kede tale ga o ira na kena
dau mai na matanitu o Azores, Maldives kei Bermuda e na bose ka qo.”
“Na inaki ni veivosaki oqo me da veiwasei taka na itavi levu sa tu e
matada me baleta na kena tagomaki na noda wasawas kei na kena yadravi
vakamatau me na rawa ni vurevure tiko ni lavo e na veigauna kece sara ki
vei keda.”
“Ni da cakavaka vata e na rawa kina me da tagomaka e 30 na pasede ni
noda wasawasa ka na kauta tale ga mai vei keda na wasawasa bulabula ka
vutuniyau e na sasalu vakabibi vei keda na bula mai kina e na wasewase
na Pasivika.
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Ko ira na Minisita ni Veika Vakaitaukei Ifereimi Vasu, ena soqo mai Vanuatu kei ira na ivakalesilesi ni imatalawalawa era matataki

sa tu vakarau o Viti me na garava na soqo
ni vakaraitaki cakacaka liga kei na itovo ni
matanitu vaka Melanasia e na Yabaki 2026.
Vakaraitaki na Daireketa ni Tabana ni Vei-

ka Maroroi kei na iTovo o Collin Yabaki ni na saga o
Viti me na laveta cake tale edua na itagede na soqo ka
me na qaravi e na noda vanua me na uasivita na kena
e se qai vakayacori oti ga mai qo e Vanuatu.

“Keimami sa marautaka vakalevu na soqo qo e Vanu-
atu ka sa vakavinavinakataki vakalevu sara na itovo

(oA =
[ Zn s s

Viti. Ko ira na ivakalesilesi ni noda vanua era.

ni veiciqomi kei na veimaroroi e mai vakayacori vei
keimami na wekamuni mai Viti,” e kaya ko Yabaki.
“Ka talei ni da mai sota vakaveiwekani ka sa tuva-
karau na nomuni vanua o Viti me na ciqgomi kemuni
ena Yabaki 2026

Tomana o Yabaki ka kaya ni sa ka bibi sara na caka-
caka vata e na matanitu vaka Melanesia e na kena ma-
roroi na noda itovo kei na veika vakavanua e da kilai
tani kina.

“Sa bibi tale ga kina na noda veisolisoli na veike eda

kila ki vei ira na noda sausauvou ka me na bula tiko e
na veitaba gauna kece sara”

“Sa tu vakarau o keimami na wekamuni mai Viti me
keimami ciqomi kemuni ka me na soqo lagilagi na
soqo ni vakaraitaki cakacaka ni liga kei na itovo ni
matanitu vaka Melanasia e na Yabaki 2026

E oka ena matanitu vaka Melanesia o Viti, Vanuatu,

na Yatu Solomoni kei Papua New Guinea.

Sigatabu Okosita 13,2023
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Minisita ni llavo, Professor Biman Prasad kei Paraiminisita Sitiveni Rabuka ena nodra vosa tiko vei ira na daunivolaitukutuku.

Na toso cake ni sau ni toa esa veivakurabuitaki sara-
ga baleta nodra koco na dau volivolitaki.

Sa matata ni so vei ira na dau caka bisinisi oqo era via
vakayagataka na tubu ni vakaicavacava ni VAT mera
rawa ni vakatubura kina na isau ni toa.

Sa tauyavutaka edua na timi na matanitu me vakaqa-
qa na veimataqali vakatubu isau ni kakana era yaco
ena gauna ni veisau ni vakacavacava ni VAT oqo.
Ratou wili ena timi oqo na tabacakacaka ni Fiji Con-
sumer Competition Commission, Fiji Revenue Cus-

toms Services kei na Ministry of Finance.

Eratou sa toboka talega na kena vakatuburi vinaka na
isau ni toa ena vica na vanua se sitoa ni volivolitaki.
Edua a 30% na tubu ni isau ni toa e sa biu cake ka sa
vakaqaqai oira na daunibisinisi oqori.

Vakaraitaka na Vukevuke ni Paraiminisita, Minisita
ni Ilavo, Professor Biman Prasad ni dodonu me tubu
ga ena 6 na pasede na isau ni toa ia eso era vakatu-
bura ena 30%.

Kuria ko Minisita Professor Prasad ni oqo edua na

4
-

Erg A uﬁﬁumun

ka sega ni dodonu ka sa vakavinaka veira na daunibi-
sinisi era sa vakadodonu taka na cala oqo.
Vakaraitaka ko Professor Prasad ni sa vakananumi
ira na daunibisinisi me baleta na nodra itavi baleta
ni sega ni dodonu na veika e mai yaco tiko ena kena
vakatuburi sivia na isau ni toa.

Na matanitu e taqgomaka tu na bisinisi ni volitaki kei
na vakauti toa mai vanua tani.

RA veitalanoataka na Paraiminis-
ita Sitiveni Rabuka kei na liuliu ni
veiqaravi ena bula raraba kei na
rawaka vakailavo ena loma ni mata-
bose ni matanitu cokavata kei Vuravura ko Ms
Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana (itaba ena mawi).
Bose Vinaka sara rau cakava na liuliu e rua me
vaka ni veitalanoataki kina na veivakatoroca-
ketaki ena noda Viti kei na pasivika wilikina
na bolebole eso esa tu ena gauna nikua.
Era tou lewena talega na bose oqo na Vuke-
vuke ni Minisita, Sakiusa Tubuna, na liuliu
ni Matabose cokovata kei Vuravura ena noda
vanua Dirk Wagener kei na Liuliu ni veiqaravi
ena bula raraba kei na rawaka vakalaivo ena
pasivika ena loma ni matabose cokovata kei
Vuravura, Ms Andie Fong Toy.
Vakavinakataka ko Paraiminisita Rabuka na
nodra tou sikovi koya yani ka vakabibi ena
nodra kauwai tiko baleta na veiqaravi ni veiv-
akatorocaketaki.
Era tou marautaka na nodratou visiko mai na
ivakalesilesi 0qo.

Sigatabu Okosita 13,2023
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ra cigoma
na liuliu ni
matanitu,
Paraiminisita
Sitiveni Rabuka na no-
dra siko mai na liuliu
levu ni Matabose ni Po-
rokaramu ni kakana ena
Vuravura. (itaba ena na
matau)
Ko Cindy McCain na
World Food Program
executive director ka
rau veitalanoa sara kei
Paraiminisita ~ Rabuka
me baleta na kakana, na
veisau ni draki kei na
bolebole eso e sotakaya
tu ni vuravura ni veiv-
akatorocaketaki
Na WEFP esa veiqaravi
raraba talega ena veiyas-
ana ni bula wilikina oira
na vakaleqai tu na nodra
tuvaki ni yagodra

RA sa veivakaugeti tiko na liuliu ni matani-
. - i tu, Paraiminisita Sitiveni Rabuka vei keda na
- e | 4 lewenivanua meda vakarautaka edua na me-
: ' ' ter ni gele ena noda yasani vale ka meda tea
' kina na kakana draudrau se vuanikau me vukei keda
: — ena isau ni kakana esa tubu cake oqo.
\ _ ¢ ] 3 y i Era vakaraitaka na liuliu ni matanitu ni sa rogoca na
v/ ' nodra sa vosataka na lewenivanua na isau ni kakana na
“ a “ a . a “ a ] | r.y kena sa tubu cake.

; ' - : ; / Kuria ko koya ni so na bolebole ni bula vaka oqo ena

' . 5 ' J 1 rawa ni vukea kevaka era tea na kedra.
RA sa vakasala tiko na liuliu ni matanitu, Paraiminisita Sitiveni Rabuka (itaba ena na — , . " Tukuna o PM Rabuka ni bolebole eda sotava tiko oqo
matau)kivei ke da na lewenivanua raraba meda kania na kakana bulabula , tea na keda ' — - ena dodonu meda vakasamatakina vinaka noda vakay-

ka kakua ni da vakayagataki sede vakalevu me voli kina na kakana ena sitoa. . = NS - : : agataki ni ilavo.
Vosa tiko na liuliu ni matanitu ena sasaga ni matanitu ena kena tubu na vakacavacava ?

ni sauni bula raraba ka tukuna kina ni kakana tawani tini se kakana saqa rawa mai era sa saulevu
saraga baleta na tubu ni vakacavacava ena kakana kei na veiqaravi raraba. se VAT value added tax.
Meda kakua ni veilakoyani vakaveitalia me da kakua talega ni volivoli vakaveitalia. Meda tarova

na veika saulelevu me noda ivakawele se ka ni nodra gito se vakawele na gone.

=
Me da tarova na vakayagataki ni gunuvi ni yaqona se tavako se gunuvi ni wai ni veivakamateni il

L

5

taki.
Meda qarauna na noda voli sulu ena gauna ni batabata oqo me kua na isulu sau levu.

Volia na ka e ganita kua ni ka eda vinakata.

O ira na Minisita ni Matanitu ena nodra ni iteitei.

Sigatabu Okosita 13,2023 Sigatabu Okosita 13,2023
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Tokoni na velgaravi ni dauteitel e Taveuni

Ko Minisita Tunabuna kei ira na dautei yagona ena Qila farm.

vakacaucautaki ira na dauteitei e Taveuni na
vukevuke ni Minisita ni Teitei, Tomasi Tun-
abuna.

Vakaraitaka ko koya veira na dauteitei ena

Qila farm ni nodra kaukauwa ni cakacaka esa vakilai

ena vanua ko Taveuni.

Kuria ko koya ni teitei edua na rawaka vakailavo ka
vurevure ni bula ena noda vanua ena gauna oqo ka
vakakina ena veigauna e liu ka sebera mai.

E sega ni gauna rawarawa veikeda na veiyabaki eda
sa donuia ena vica na yabaki sa oti baleta na mate
na COVID-19, na ivalu mai Ukraine kei na veisau ni

draki ia eda sa vakavinavinaka ena sasaga kei na gu-
matua nodra na dauteitei.

Oqo e wilikina ko Taveuni ka sa veivuke talega na
matanitu kina nodra sasaga na dauteitei.
Vakavinavinakataki Mr Vijay Kumar edua na dautei
yaqona mai Taveuni.

misini ni tuki yagona.

Ko Minisita Tunabuna kei ira na dauteitei yagona kei na nodra misini vou ni ituki ni yagona.

akaraitaka na Vukevuke ni
Minisita ni Teitei, Tomasi
Tunabuna na nodra vakavinaka
kivei ira na dautei mai Taveuni

nodra cakacaka na dauteitei.

baleta na nodra qacoya na teitei.

Era lewe 42 na leweni soqosoqo ka ra

Vosa tiko okoya ena soqo ni nodra cigoma
edua na misini ni tuki yaqona na dautei
yaqona mai Taveuni.

Oira oqo na Nasaqalau club ni teitei ka ra

lewe na dautei e Taveuni. Vakaraitaka ko
Elia Mailigoa na nodra vakavinavinaka

kivua na matanitu ena nodra veitokoni ena

sa dui tea rawa e a 3,720 na tei ka ra sa
vakau yaqona tiko ena veiyasai vuravura

me ivurevure ni bula.

Sigatabu Okosita 13,2023
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ra marautaka na itabagone
ena noda vanua na siga ni ta-
bagone ena vuravura 2023.

Na ikau ni siga 0oqo na nodra

vakagaqacotaki na itabagone ena no-
dra kila.

Vakaraitaka ko Minisita ni Itabagone,

Jese Saukuru ni toso ni gauna sa tu oqo
esa dodonu kina mera dau vakaqaqa-
cotaki na itabagone mera rawa nira dau
sotava na ibolebole era dau curuma ena
veisiga.

Edua na ka bibi tiko nikua oya na no-
dra kila na nodra itavi ena vanua era
tiko kina kei na yau bula se waitui era
bula kila ka mera taqomaka talega,
baleta ni oira oqo era veiliutaki ena
veigauna mai muri.

Vakaraitaka ko Minisita Saukuru na
kena bibi nodra kila na nodra itavi ka
vakakina na nodra vukea na tiko bu-
labula ni veivanua kei na tikotiko era
veiqaravi kina.

Oqo e wilikina na kena dau vakasava-
savataki na salasala ni wai kei na wait-

ui kei na veinuku ena baravi ni noda

vanua.

: Minisita Jese Saukuru, Minisita ni Itabagone kei na Qito ena nodra tiko ena bose ni tabagone.

Sigatabu Okosita 13,2023
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i oti e 8 na Yabaki ni sasaga e sa qai rawa kina me dola e dua na nodra
vale ni kana vou na gonevuli e na Udu District School ena Tikina of
Udu e Macuata.

Na tikina o Udu e okati kina na koro o Nukusa, Nukudamu, Naouono

kei Vunikodi ka ra vuli na kena gonevuli e na Udu District School. Vei ira na gone
era sala waqa yani e korovuli, sa dau kena ivakarau mera dau curu e bure ka ra qai
veisuka yaki e na siga Vakaraubuka me ra lai vakacagicagi ka ra suka lesu e na siga
Moniti ka tarava.

E na 8 na Yabaki sa oti a tekivutaki kina na tara ni vale ni kana ka mai vakaleqa na

kena mai yali tawa macala na ilavo me vakaoti kina na valenikana.

DOLA NA VALENIKANA VOU E

Minisita Tubuna, Vukevuke ni Minisita veiqaravi ena valenivolavola ni Liuliu ni Matanitu ena koronivuli na Udu District kei ira na gonevuli.

Ia ni oti Vinaka e 8 na Yabaki na nodra sasaga, e sa qai loma soli na matanitu co-
kovata me sa na dodoliga yani ki na tikina me qaravi kina vakaoti na cakacaka ni
kena tara vakaoti na vale ni kana.

Sa itavi kina ni tikina na kau ni vale ma tarai cake kina na sui ni vale me yaco sara
ki dokana.

Sa qai nona itavi yani na matanitu na kava kei na vei yaya lailai tale eso me vaka
oti kina na vale

Era lai dolava vakamatanitu na vale na Minisita Veivuke e na Valenivolavola ni
Paraiminisita o Sakiusa Tubuna ka ra vakacaucautaka na yalo ni sasaga e na loma
ni tikina.

“Sai koya qo na roka e via raica na matanitu cokovata. Mo ni vukei kemuni mada
vakataki kemuni rawa ni bera ni qai dodoliga mai na matanitu,” e kaya o Minisita
Tubuna.

“Na matanitu e via tamusuka laivi na bula ni vakararavi ka me sa kua na vakanui-
nui tu kina matanitu me sa dodoliga tuga mai e na veivakatorocaketaki e na noda
veitikotiko se veikoro vaka Viti”

“Oya e sega ni vakaraitaki vinaka ka dua na ituvatuva e susugi cake mai kina na
bula druka ni sa sega ni rawa me da bau sasaga taka mada ga vakataki keda na

veivakatorocaketaki”

“Au sa vakavinavinaka,kina veiliutaki e na loma ni tikina ni rawa mo ni solevaka
na vale vou 0oqo ka me na yaga vakalevu sara e na nodra tuberi cake vaka vuli na
luvei Udu e na veisiga ni mataka.”

Ena nodra tadu yani ko Minisita Tubuna e sa qai bau matai tale ga ni minisita
me siko e korovuli ni oti e 20 na Yabaki. Na kena iotioti ni Minisita e bau tadu
yani ena korovuli na Marama Bale Na Roko Tui Dreketi o0 Ro Teimumu Kepa e na

gauna e se Minisita kina ni Vuli.
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