Pacific Regional Tripartite

Employment Conference a success
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RIME Minister Sitiveni Rabu-
ka’s vision for Ocean of Peace
came closer to fruition after the
Pacific Island leaders endorsed
the declaration.
A visionary initiative first proposed by
PM Rabuka in 2023, it is the shared vi-
sion for the Blue Pacific, a commitment
to safeguard our ocean, our people, and
our future.
The declaration is a reminder that the Pa-
cific must always remain a zone of peace,
free from conflict and rivalry, where co-
operation and respect guide our relation-
ships.
PM Rabuka said that for Fiji, “the Ocean
of Peace represents not only our duty to
protect the lifeblood of our islands, but
also our responsibility to lead with hu-
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Leaders gathered in Honiara, Solomon Islands from September 8-12th, 2025 for the 54th Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting. Photo: SUPPLIED

mility, unity, and wisdom”

“Today, Pacific Leaders have spoken with
clarity and authority. Leaders have de-
clared that their home, the Bule Pacific
Continent is an Ocean of Peace. By this
declaration, we bring it together with the
Boe Declaration with its combined mul-
tiplier effect for the benefit of the region,”
he affirmed.

“Having taken the Ocean of Peace con-
cept through a series of PIF consultations
demonstrates the maturity of process that
augurs well for our region. The process
took two years and 24 days from 16 Au-
gust 2023 to 10 September 2025.

“Today, the Leaders have put their signa-
ture to the Declaration. The world knows
that we, the Pasifika People, mean busi-
ness and it starts here, with us. The Ocean
of Peace Declaration reflects each of us

and, collectively, as a region”

Fiji's Head of Government said through
the Ocean of Peace the leaders recognise
the right of the people to peace and re-
affirm the strong resolve of the people to
contribute to and strengthen internation-
al peace and security.

“By this declaration, we have declared
and secured this right. The Pacific as an
Ocean of Peace creates the opportunity
for our unique cultures and peoples to
declare our homes, waters, food sources,
livelihoods, development and aspirations
free of coercion,” PM Rabuka said.

“It demands a certain standard of behav-
iour, one that embraces the principles en-
shrined in the UN Charter.

“Unity, as for our Pacific family, is fun-
damental for the Ocean of Peace to work.
The Forum family is called upon to live

by the values reflecting peace as one of
the highest virtues. We are the demon-
stration of the principles we advocate,
and the Pacific Way is the fountain and
platform on which we stand”

PM Rabuka said that the Ocean of Peace
tells the world “who we are as a people”
“Our silence must never we misread for
emptiness or weakness. That we resent
disrespect and coercion. While we might
be small, our determination and faith in
the God we serve, is the very source of
our being and resolve,” he asserted.
“Together, as Pacific nations, we must
ensure that our ocean remains a source
of life and harmony for generations to
come”

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)
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Minister for Employment, Productivity and Workplace Relations, Agni Deo Singh, closed the 2025
Fiji Government-led Pacific Regional Tripartite Employment Conference. Photo: SUPPLIED

HE 2025 Fiji Government-

led Pacific Regional Tripartite

Employment Conference was

a success, as it delivered high-
level outcomes for the benefit of the Pacific
Island countries.

The endorsed outcomes were for the
establishment of the regional labour
ministers meeting, the establishment of
the Senior Government Officials Working
Group, and the Talanoa Forum.

The Minister for Employment, Agni
Deo Singh, while delivering the closing
remarks, expressed gratitude to all
tripartite delegates, participants, speakers,
moderators, and panel members for sharing
their perspectives, insights, and their active
involvement.

The meeting

aimed to strengthen

partnerships within the Pacific region,
particularly in the realm of labour.

He also highlighted agreements with
other countries to cooperate and support
each other in these areas.

The role of Pacific labor ministers is
critical in safeguarding the welfare of
workers and collaborating with both
workers’ and employers’ organisations to
improve working conditions and standards.

Minister Singh urged the Pacific labour
ministers to take concrete action upon
returning to their respective countries,
including ratifying and domesticating key
core conventions, improving the status of
work, and increasing productivity.

“Fijiis prepared to host the first meeting of
senior officials and labor ministers in 2026,
and delegates are expected to report on

their progress on labour and employment
matters,” added Minister Singh.

Minister Singh, with a call to action, urged
participants to translate the discussions
and agreements made during the meeting
into tangible improvements in the lives of
workers across the Pacific.

He further emphasised the importance of
ongoing collaboration, transparency, and a

commitment to achieving shared goals.

The meeting was seen as a catalyst for
positive change, with a focus on fostering
dialogue, collaboration, and resilience
in shaping the future of work across the
Pacific.

(Source: Ministry for Employment,
Productivity and Workplace Relations)

2026 PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

Cabinet endorsed the 2026 public holiday dates.

The dates are as follows:

(i) New Year's Day
(ii) Good Friday

(iii) Easter Saturday
(iv) Easter Monday

(v) Girmit Day

(vi)

(vii) Fiji Day

(ix) Diwali

(x) Christmas Day
(xi) Boxing Day

Ratu Sir Lala Sukuna Day
(viii) Prophet Mohammed'’s Birthday

Thursday 01 January;
Friday 03 April;
Saturday 04 April;
Monday 06 April;
Friday 15 May;
Friday 29 May;
Monday 24 August;
Saturday 10 October;
Monday 9 November;
Friday 25 December;
Monday 28 December

The Minister for Employment, Productivity and Workplace Relations will
declare the 11 public holiday dates by way of a Notice in the Gazette.

Final call ends, Ministry to crack down
on arrears as amnesty period expires

By LOTE RABOILA

HE Ministry of Lands and

Mineral Resources has closed

its state land arrears amnesty

programme, ending a grace
period that offered tenants a rare and
significant opportunity to settle outstanding
payments on State land leases without
penalties.

The amnesty window officially ended
on Friday, August 30, 2025, and as of
September 1, the Ministry has signalled a
decisive shift from leniency to enforcement.

Tenants who failed to take advantage of
the waiver period will now face stricter
recovery measures, including legal action
and lease cancellations.

The Ministry’s amnesty initiative was
launched earlier in 2025 as part of a broader
strategy to address longstanding arrears that
have plagued the government’s revenue
stream for years.

Many tenants, particularly business
houses and individual lessees had accrued
significant unpaid lease fees on State land,
with arrears at times exceeding $30 million
in previous years.

Understanding the financial strain some
tenants faced, the Ministry introduced the
amnesty as a goodwill measure, waiving
accrued penalties and interest to encourage
prompt payment of outstanding balances.

“We wanted to give our tenants a fair
and last chance to clear their debts without
additional costs,” Ministry permanent
secretary, Paula Cirikiyasawa, said.

“The response has been encouraging,

especially among business houses, many
of whom took advantage of the savings on
offer. But for those who remain, this is the
final call.”

To ensure maximum awareness, the
Ministry undertook an extensive outreach
campaign throughout the amnesty period
including direct phone calls, emails, social
media announcements, public meetings,
and personalised follow ups.

Officials reported that this comprehensive
effort succeeded in prompting many tenants
to come forward, resulting in a notable
increase in payments and reducing the
arrears backlog.

However, despite these gains, a
considerable number of tenants did not
respond or failed to make arrangements
before the amnesty ended.

As of September 1, the Ministry will no
longer tolerate outstanding debts and will
initiate enforcement actions to recover
unpaid lease fees.

These enforcement measures include:

. Issuing  breach  notices to
defaulters, formally demanding immediate
payment.

. Re-entry and possession of leased
property in extreme cases where tenants
have repeatedly failed to pay.

. Initiation of legal proceedings
against chronic defaulters, which could
result in court orders or liens.

. Cancellation of leases under
the State Lands Act, effectively evicting
persistent non-payers.

Accumulated unpaid lease fees have had a

direct impact on the Ministry’s budget and
its ability to deliver services effectively.

In 2023, arrears were estimated at around
FJ $32.8 million, a slight reduction from a
peak of $35.8 million the year prior.

Tenants who have yet to settle their
accounts are urged to take immediate
action.

Payments can be made or arrangements
discussed at any Department of Lands
office located in:

- Suva

INFORMAL S
UPGRADE & ¥

uumose

'} FIRSTHOME
I OWNERSHIP
INITIATIVE

Ouner

- Nadi

- Lautoka
- Rakiraki
- Labasa

The Ministry encourages tenants to call o
visit promptly to avoid additional penalties
enforcement action, or legal complications

(Lote Raboila is the Senior Public
Relations Officer, Ministry of Lands anc
Mineral Resources)

Minister for Lands and Mineral Resources, Filimoni Vosarogo handing over State land lease
thereby providing security of land tenure to tenants like Tota Ram (pictured) of Cuvu.

Photo: SUPPLIED
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94TH PACIFIC ISLANDS LEADERS MEETING

Solomon  Islands
reafﬁrmed their bilateral relations
with the signing of a new security
agreement providing a stronger and

more formal basis for security cooperation
between the two island nations.

Fiji’s Coalition Cabinet endorsed the
security agreement at its recent Cabinet
meeting, which sets out a clear framework
for any future deployment of Fijian security
personnel to the Solomon Islands.

The new agreement also ensures that Fiji
was ready to provide operational support,
assistance in maintaining law and order and
contributions to international peacekeeping
or relief operations in the Solomon Islands.
Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, stated that
the two nations share a strong and enduring
relationship which has seen improved
people-to-people relationships, enhanced
support for humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief and support for sustainable
development initiatives  within  both
countries.

“Fiji is proud to stand by Solomon
Islands and its government over the years,
including through our security personnel
that were deployed to Solomon Islands in
2021 and again in 2024,” he said.

“This new agreement is a symbol of Fiji’s

commitment to the safety and wellbeing
of this country and its people. It also
signals our commitment to your nation-
building efforts. From where we stand, this
Agreement reinforces the existing bond of
friendship and family we already share
with Solomon Islands.”

Fiji deeply appreciates the contributions
and unique perspective that Solomon
Islands brings to the Forum family.

For this, Prime Minister Rabuka
emphasised that Fiji recognises the value
of its connection with Solomon Islands as
a connected Pacific is a more secure, safe,
and prosperous Pacific.

Solomon Islands Prime Minister, Jeremiah
Manele, echoed similar sentiments, saying
that, “From WWII to RAMSI, and most
recently the Solomon Islands International
Assistance Force — Fiji has always stood
with us”.

“This agreement ensures that when
challenges arise, we can count on our
wantoks to stand side by side.”

“Anchored by the values of the Biketawa
and Boe Declarations and inspired by our
shared Blue Pacific identity, the agreement
strengthens peace, stability, and solidarity
in our region.”

Meanwhile, Fiji and Vanuatu also formally

Prime Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, with his Vanuatu counterpart, Prime Minister Jotham Napat after the
formal signing of a Memorandum of Understanding on development cooperation. Photo- SUPPLIED

signed aMOU on development cooperation,
which aims to enhance trade and investment
opportunities and strengthen collaboration
in key sectors including labour mobility,
agriculture, tourism, and infrastructure.
The signing ceremony took place at the
margins of the 54th Pacific Islands Forum
Leaders Meeting in Honiara, Solomon
Islands.

This new agreement follows the expiration
of the previous MOU in 2016, renewing
the commitment of both countries to work
together for sustainable growth and shared
prosperity in the region.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)

PM Rabuka calls for stronger
Pacific voice in OAGPS
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Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka and Prime Minister, Christopher Luxon met at the
margins of the 54th Pacific Islands Forum Leaders Meeting this week.
Photo: SUPPLIED

RIME Minister Sitiveni Rabuka and Prime Minister, Christopher
Luxon met at the margins of the 54th Pacific Islands Forum Leaders
Meeting this week, where they reaffirmed the longstanding friend-
ship and strong partnership between Fiji and New Zealand.
The two leaders exchanged courtesies and reflected on the deep historical ties
that continue to shape Fiji and New Zealand’s relationship.
Discussions during the meeting centered on the Duavata Partnership, which
reflects the shared values, culture, and identity that has continued to unite Fiji
and New Zealand over the years.
PM Rabuka acknowledged New Zealand’s continued support and affirmed the
importance of further strengthening its ongoing programmes and initiatives in
Fiji.
He thanked New Zealand for its steadfast support and “Duavata” spirit across
areas of mutual interest.
PM Luxon acknowledged the sentiments and commitment expressed by PM
Rabuka and reaffirmed his support for the Ocean of Peace concept.
He expressed New Zealand’s commitment to strengthening bilateral trade
with Fiji, with the goal of reaching the $2 billion mark.
PM Luxon further underscored New Zealand’s continued cooperation with
Fiji in areas such as the fight against HIV/AIDS, combating transnational or-
ganised crime, addressing drug trafficking, and other areas of mutual interest.
He reiterated that New Zealand stands ready to consider and assist with any
future requests from Fiji.
Both leaders reaffirmed their commitment to deepening bilateral relations and
agreed to explore new areas of cooperation.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka at the Pacific Leaders meeting titled: Samoa’s Agreement’s Pacific Regional
Protocol vis-a-vis: The Review of the Regional Architecture Set Up of Institutional Mechanisms.

RIME Minister Sitiveni Rabuka

emphasised that the Pacific must

carefully consider what role it can

play in strengthening the wider
Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pacific
States (OACPS), while ensuring that its own
priorities are not diluted within its broader
structures.

PM Rabuka stated that the shortcomings of
the OACPS Secretariat serve as a reminder that
institutional arrangements must be resilient,
transparent, and future-oriented.

He made these remarks at the Pacific Leaders
meeting titled: Samoa’s Agreement’s Pacific
Regional Protocol vis-a-vis: The Review of the
Regional Architecture Set Up of Institutional
Mechanisms.

The meeting was aimed at ensuring the
successful implementation of the Samoa
Agreement, as well as the 2050 Strategy.

“The European Union has been, and continues
to be, a foundational partner for the Pacific. From
Lomé to Cotonou, and now through the Samoa
Agreement, this partnership has supported our
region’s development and resilience,” PM
Rabuka shared.

“The Samoa Agreement, which aligns closely
with our 2050 Strategy, holds significant
promise in advancing our collective priorities
— particularly in climate action, sustainable
development, and economic opportunity.

“As members of the OACPS, we value our
place within the wider family of African,

Photo: SUPPLIED

Caribbean, and Pacific States.”

As the Pacific works to establish mechanisms
to operationalise the Pacific Regional Protocol,
PM Rabuka asserted that these must be fit for
purpose — streamlined, inclusive, and able
to respond to the changing dynamics of our
relationship with the European Union.

Fiji has been progressing through its domestic
processes to ratify the Samoa Agreement,
including consultations with the relevant
agencies to ensure full national ownership.

“Looking ahead, securing adequate and
predictable resourcing from the European
Union will be critical, not only for fulfilling
our obligations, but to ensure that all Pacific
ACP States, particularly our smaller and more
vulnerable members, are fully supported,” he
added.

Fiji stands firmly in support of collective Pacific
action to operationalise the Samoa Agreement in
a way that safeguards our priorities, strengthens
our collective voice, and positions our region for
a resilient and prosperous future.

The Samoa Agreement, signed in November
2023, is the new partnership framework between
the European Union and the Organisation of
African, Caribbean and Pacific States (OACPS),
focusing on sustainable development, climate
action, human rights, peace, and economic
growth for the next 20 years.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)
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Alarming HIV/AIDS

By PRASHILA DEVI

NLY 36 per cent of
people living with
HIV (human immuno-
deficiency viruses) in
2024 in the country were aware of
their status as highlighted by the
Global AIDS Report.
Assistant Minister for Health and
Medical Services, Penioni Ra-
vunawa, further revealed that in
2024 alone, Fiji diagnosed more
than 1580 new HIV cases and cur-
rently 5900 people are living with
the virus.
“This is a 13-fold increase com-
pared to our previous five years
average of 215 cases per year.
This is not just a public health
emergency, and it is a wakeup call
for all of us in Fiji as HIV threat-
ens not only our economy, but the
very soul of our nation,” Asst.
Minister Ravunawa said.
He was speaking at the 10-day
Social Challenges Awareness Pro-
gramme at Sukuna Park recently
where he informed the audience
that in 2014, less than 500 people
in Fiji were living with HIV in
Fiji.
New harm-reduction services
are now being rolled out: Strong
warning issued over the normali-
sation of syringes among chil-
dren: Call to action: leadership,

courage, and nationwide sup-
port are key.

The Health Ministry has been
allocated $10million in the
2025-2026 National Budget to
specifically address the HIV/
AIDS issue including preven-
tion, testing and treatment
while international partners
have committed further fund-
ing.

Here’s what the Ministry is do-
ing:
Getting communities in-
volved:

* Training people from groups
most affected by HIV to help
others in their communities.

* Partnering with local commu-
nity organizations to run outreach
programs.

* Working on ways to help people
who use drugs stay safe (like pro-
viding clean needles).

Stopping HIV from spreading:

* Making condoms and lube
much easier to get (over 100,000
distributed already in Suva).

* Offering easy HIV tests at
workplaces and through trained
community members across the
country.

* Getting ready to offer preven-
tion pills (PrEP) to people at high

Ministry of Health & Medical Services medical officer serves a community member
during the ministry’s community outreach program.Photo: SUPPLIED

risk.

* Running a national campaign
to teach people about HIV and re-
duce stigma.

Making treatment and care better:
* Setting up local care teams to
help people with HIV (22 teams
planned, 7 already working).

* Starting a special clinic at CWM
Hospital to stop moms from pass-
ing HIV to their babies.

* Training more healthcare work-
ers and involving private clinics.
* Planning to bring HIV services
closer to where people live.

Improving testing and diagnosis

* Setting up a better computer
system to track patients.

* Allowing clinics to do confir-
matory tests on the spot so people
can start treatment faster.

* Planning to test even faster
“point-of-care” methods for diag-
nosis.

THE GOAL:

By working closely with com-
munities, making prevention tools
widely available, testing easier,
and treatment faster and more lo-
cal, Fiji aims to create a safer and
healthier Fiji for everyone.

Fiji marks World Suicide Prevention Day
with call for compassion and action

By AZARIA FAREEN

1J1 has joined the global
community in observing
World Suicide Preven-
tion Day, honouring the
lives lost to suicide and reaffirm-
ing its commitment to address the
stigma surrounding mental health
and suicide.
Between 2020 and 2024, 489
lives were lost to suicide and 446
attempts recorded, with the West-
ern Division reporting the highest
prevalence.
Young people aged 18-24 remain
the most affected, followed by
teenagers and the elderly.
Men are disproportionately im-
pacted, making up 76 percent
(370 cases) of suicide deaths and
more than half of the suicide at-
tempts (243 cases).
Minister for Women, Children
and Social Protection, Sashi Ki-
ran, in highlighting the statistics
said that “too many of our people,
particularly our men, are strug-
gling in silence”.
“We urge families, faith-based
groups, and communities to play
an active role in offering counsel-
ling, compassion, and hope. Ob-

serve your loved ones and engage
with compassion, not judgement.
Together, we can ensure no one
suffers alone.”

“To those in need of support: you
are not alone, and your life mat-
ters. Help is available through
toll-free helplines 1325, 1560,
5626, 1543, the Fiji Police, or
trusted health professionals,”
Minister Kiran encouraged.
Empower Pacific
and Social Services has been pro-
viding mental health support and
suicide prevention services in Fiji
for the past 30 years.

Team Leader, Reshmi Singh,
stressed that mental health and
suicide are critical issues that
must be openly discussed to break
the silence and stigma.

The organisation’s most impor-
tant service is its free and confi-
dential counselling, available to
anyone facing stress, relation-
ship and family issues, bullying,
academic pressure, or health chal-
lenges.

A 24-hour toll-free counselling
helpline (5626) ensures imme-
diate access to support those in
need.

“Statistics show the scale of the

Counselling

E
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Minister for Health & Medical Services, Dr Atonio Lalabalavu with key stakeholders

at the commemoration of the World Suicide Prevention Day at Shirley Park in

issue: since 2022, 180 individuals
have sought counselling for delib-
erate self-harm, while 322 people
received support for attempted
suicide - many cases still go un-
reported as individuals hesitate to
reach out,” Ms Singh noted with
concern.

Ms Singh urged Fijians to reach
out in whatever way they feel
comfortable, reminding them that
support and counselling are al-
ways available.

In attending the World Suicide
Prevention Day at Shirley Park
in Lautoka recently, Minister for

Lautoka. Photo: SUPPLIED

Health & Medical Services, Dr
Ratu Atonio Rabici Lalabalavu
reiterated similar sentiments and
urged members of the public to
reach out and not to resort to sui-
cide.

“In the past nine nice months,
there were 63 cases of suicide and
49 were males. This is a worrying
trend and we need to change the
narrative on suicide.”

“It is not the end of the road as
there are organisations out there
to help you. You are not alone,”
Minister Lalabalavu empathised.

CABINET DECISIONS

Native Grant 2, Nadarivatu
to be reverted to

Matagqali Nadala

Cabinet approved the rever-
sion of the balance of Nadala
land known as Native Grant
2 (NG2) to Mataqali Nadala,
Yavusa Nubu, and all existing
leases on the said land are to
be transmitted to iTaukei Lands
Trust Board (TLTB) for their
administration.

NG2 was initially acquired for
public purpose by the Colonial
Government in 1905, and there
is now no longer a need for the
use of this land for its acquired

purpose.

Invitation to UN Special
Rapporteur on the indepen-
dence of judges and lawyers
to conduct an official visit to

Fiji

Cabinet agreed that the UN
Special Rapporteur on the inde-
pendence of judges and lawyers
be invited to undertake an offi-
cial visit to Fiji.

The UN Special Rapporteur
on the independence of judges
and lawyers is mandated with
monitoring, reporting, and ad-
vising on issues related to the
independence and functioning
of judicial systems, legal pro-
fessionals, and the administra-
tion of justice worldwide.

In 2015, Fiji issued a ‘stand-
ing invitation’ to UN Special
Procedures mandate holders to
assist in progressively realising
the rights guaranteed under the
Fijian Constitution. Since then,
Fiji hosted the visits of the fol-
lowing Special Rapporteurs
and Independent Expert:

- UN Special Rapporteur on the
Right to Education in 2015;

- UN Special Rapporteur on
Contemporary Forms of Rac
ism, Racial Discrimination,

and Related

Forms of Intolerance in 2016;

Xenophobia

- UN Independent Expert on the
Enjoyment of Human Rights
by Persons with Albinism in
2017,

- UN Special Rapporteur on
Environment in 2018; and

- UN Special Rapporteur on the
Rights to Health in 2019.

(Source: Cabinet Office)
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RIME Minister, Sitiveni

Rabuka, met with his Indian

counterpart, Prime Minister,

Narendra Modi, reaffirming the
warmth and mutual respect that continue to
define the longstanding friendship between
Fiji and India.

Thehistoricmeeting,heldatthe Hyderabad
House, underscored the deep historical
ties, shared values, and commitment of
both nations to strengthening cooperation
for the prosperity of their peoples.

During the meeting, both leaders
expressed satisfaction at the growth of
the relationship and reaffirmed their
resolve to build a broad-based, inclusive,
and forward-looking partnership in areas
such as defence, health, agriculture,
agro-processing, trade and investment,
development of small and medium
enterprises, cooperatives, culture, sports,
education and skill development.

Discussions focused on key bilateral
priorities, including the implementation of
outcomes from the 3rd Forum for India—
Pacific Islands Cooperation (FIPIC-3),

particularly the landmark 100-Bed Super
Specialty Cardiology Hospital in Suva.

PM Rabuka confirmed that land
registration for the project has been
completed, paving the way for the signing
of the Memorandum of Understanding.

He noted the hospital will greatly
enhance Fiji’s healthcare sector and serve
both Fijians and the wider Pacific region.

Reiterating their shared vision for a
robust, inclusive, and sustainable Indo-
Pacific economic architecture, both
Leaders committed to working closely to
promote mutual prosperity.

PM Rabuka reaffirmed Fiji’s commitment
to the Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative
(IPOI), which aligns with his “Ocean of
Peace” vision to promote regional peace,
security, and prosperity.

He also acknowledged India’s role
as a dialogue partner of the Pacific
Islands Forum and welcomed continued
engagement under the 2050 Strategy for
the Blue Pacific Continent.

Both leaders welcomed the signing of
the following MOUs, aimed at deepening

Prime Minster Sitiveni Rabuka with his Indian counterpart, Narendra Modi during their meeting at the
Hyderabad House in India. Photo: SUPPLIED

cooperation in key sectors:

(i) MOU between the Fiji Development
Bank (FDB) and the National Bank for

Agriculture and Rural Development
(NABARD) of India to enhance
collaboration in rural development,
agricultural financing and financial
inclusion;

(i1) MOU in the field of Standardisation
between the Bureau of Indian Standards
(BIS) and the Department of National
Trade Measurement and  Standards
(DNTMS), Fiji;

(iii) MOU between National Institute of
Electronics and Information Technology

(NIELIT) under the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology (MeitY),
India and Pacific Polytechnic, Fiji, for
cooperation in the field of human capacity
building, skilling, and upskilling;

(iv) MoU between the Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII) and Fiji Commerce
and Employers Federation (FCEF) to
further economic and commercial ties; and

(v) Agreement between M/s. HLL
Lifecare Ltd. and Ministry of Health
and Medical Services, Fiji on supply of
medicines under Jan Aushadhi Scheme.

(Source: Office of the Prime Minister)

By PRASHILA DEVI

RIME Minister Sitiveni

Rabuka’s State visit

to India in August

has garnered genuine
cooperation in many spheres in the
“spirit of Veilomani Dosti”.

Fiji’s head of Government met
with the highest echelon of Indian
leadership during the visit where
key areas of engagement and
mutual cooperation were brought
to the amongst the fore.

From the Indian President,
Droupadi Murmu at Rashtrapati
Bhavan to Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at Hyderabad
House, PM Rabuka’s visit was well
received and made great inroads
on many fronts aside from the
Memorandum of Understandings
(MOU) signed in sectors like
health and access to finance.

Furthermore, the two leaders
reaffirmed their commitment to
climate action, resilience building,
and sustainable development in
the spirit of India’s Mission LiFE
and the 2050 Strategy for the Blue
Pacific Continent.

Prime Minister Modi appreciated
Fiji’s  membership in the
International Solar Alliance (ISA),
the Coalition for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure (CDRI) and the
Global Biofuels Alliance (GBA).

The two heads of Governments
welcomed the growing
collaboration withinISA ,including
the upcoming establishment of
a STAR-Centre at Fiji National
University through a tripartite
Memorandum of Understanding

=\ £

Prime Minster Sitiveni Rabuka with the President of India Droupadi Murmu at the

~

Rashtrapati Bhavan in India. Photo: SUPPLIED

with ISA, and signing of the
Country Partnership Framework
to scale solar deployment across
priority sectors in Fiji.

The leaders reaffirmed their
shared commitment to promoting
biofuels as sustainable energy
solution within the framework
of the Global Biofuels Alliance
(GBA) ad founding and active
members, both sides underscored

the vital role of biofuels in
enhancing energy security,
reducing greenhouse gas

emissions, and fostering inclusive
rural development.

PM Rabuka and PM Modi
welcomed the signing of a MOU
for the Tubalevu Village Ground
Water Supply Project for the first
Quick Impact Project (QIP) in Fiji
as announced by India at the 53rd
Pacific Islands Forum Leaders
Meeting held in Tonga in 2024,
which will enable the provision
of clean drinking water for local
communities.

Another significant

announcement by PM Modi was
the establishment of the defence
wing in the High Commission of
India in Suva we well as gifting of
two ambulances to the Republic of
Fiji Military Forces

Forthe sugarsector,he announced
gifting of 12 agricultural drones
and two mobile soil testing
laboratories under India’s Grant-
in-Aid Programme which will
promote innovation and enhance
productivity in Fiji’s sugar sector.

To further support the sector,
PM Modi announced the intention
to send an Indian Technical
and  Economic  Cooperation
Programme (ITEC) expert to the
Fiji Sugar Corporation, along with
the organisation of specialised
ITEC training programmes for
Fijian sugar sector professionals.

Both Prime Ministers reaffirmed
their commitment to supporting
an open, inclusive, stable and
prosperous Indo-Pacific where
sovereignty and territorial
integrity are respected.

PM Rahuka meets India’s
Minister for Health
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Prime Minster Sitiveni Rabuka meets with India’s Minister for Health, Jagat Nadda
with the Fijian delegation in India. Photo: SUPPLIED

RIME Minister, Sitiveni Rabuka, met with India’s
Minister for Health, Jagat Nadda, during his recent State
visit to India, where he expressed Fiji’s interest for further
cooperation in the health sector and beyond.

PM Rabuka also welcomed the forthcoming establishment of
the Jan Aushadi Kendra centre in Fiji, which will improve access
to affordable medicines and set pharmaceutical standards for the
Pacific region.

Discussions also focused on other areas for potential collaboration,
including digital health services, hospital redevelopment through
Public-Private Partnerships, and expanded medical training
opportunities for Fijian personnel in India.

PM Rabuka expressed gratitude for the warm welcome and
acknowledged the enduring relationship between Fiji and India,
which dates back to 1879 with the arrival of the first indentured
labourers from India.

Fiji’s Head of Government was joined by the Minister for Health
Minister Ratu Atonio Lalabalavu, the permanent secretary for the
Office of the Prime Minister Dr Lesi Korovavala and Fiji’s High
Commissioner to India, Jagnnath Sami.

During the meeting, PM Rabuka acknowledged India’s continued
support to Fiji’s health sector and highlighted some areas of bilateral
priority, including the Sri Sathya Sai Sanjeevani Children’s Heart
Hospital and the 100-Bed Super Specialty Cardiology Hospital.

He also thanked the Government of India for its commitment to
establish a grant-in-aid super specialty hospital in Fiji.

The project was formalised through an MOU signing during the
visit, marking a milestone in Fiji—India health cooperation.

Minister Nadda, in welcoming the Prime Minister and his
delegation to India, adding that India was looking forward to
enhancing cooperation with Fiji in the healthcare sector.

(Source: Office of Prime Minister)
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HE Ministry of Trade, Co-oper-
atives, Small and Medium En-
terprises and Communications is
pleased to announce the formal
issuance of 5G Spectrum Licences.
The licence, signed and issued by the Per-
manent Secretary, Shaheen Ali, will take
effect on 15 September 2025, enabling
telecommunications operators to begin of-
fering 5G services to the public.
This milestone marks a key step in the im-
plementation of Fiji’s National Develop-
ment Plan (2025-2029) and the National
Digital Strategy (2025-2030).
“The deployment of 5G addresses Fiji’s
local challenges, delivers tangible benefits
to our communities, and will extend be-
yond the capital, Suva. It is being rolled out
strategically and responsibly, in alignment
with the Government’s national develop-
ment goals and the readiness of our infra-
structure. As part of the 5G rollout, paral-
lel efforts are underway to modernise rural
and maritime networks to 4G, reducing the
digital divide and ensuring no community
is left behind,” Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Trade, Co-operatives, MSMEs
and Communications, Manoa Kamikami-
ca, said.

Planned Rollout (2025-2028)

Phase One of the rollouts, commencing
this year (2025), will cover Suva, Nadi,
Lautoka, and Denarau. These locations
represent Fiji’s main economic corridors,
ports, and medical centres, ensuring that
from the outset, our commercial hubs,
tourism centres, and emergency services
gain access to 5G capacity and begin to ex-
perience its benefits.

Phase Two, beginning in 2026, will extend
5G coverage to Nasinu, Lami, Labasa, and
Savusavu. This phase is designed to sup-
port balanced growth between Viti Levu

and Vanua Levu.

Starting 2027, Phase Three of the rollout
will iteratively expand 5G services to Nau-
sori, Sigatoka, Navua, Ba, Tavua, Rakiraki,
and Korovou, strengthening nationwide
coverage and ensuring that more regional
centres are brought into Fiji’s 5G journey.
“The issuance of 5G spectrum licences
marks a historic milestone for Fiji, unlock-
ing innovation and opportunity across the
nation. Beyond faster connectivity, 5G can
accelerate Fiji’s journey to a more connect-
ed and inclusive digital economy,” stated
Telecommunication Authority of Fiji, CEO
Mr. Prit Chand.

Comments from Operators

Digicel Fiji: “Digicel Fiji’s commitment to
innovation aligns perfectly with the Fijian
government’s clear vision for a digitally
connected future. Thanks to their support,
we’ve made a substantial investment in our
5G infrastructure. The government’s issu-
ance of the 5G license and spectrum has
enabled us to deploy this technology, and
we are proud to contribute to the advance-
ment of Fiji’s digital landscape and its con-
nectivity goals.” — Farid Mohammed,
CEO

Vodafone Fiji: “We are excited to go live
with the first phase of our 5G rollout and
eager to collaborate with the Fiji Govern-
ment and the Telecommunications Author-
ity of Fiji to ensure a seamless 5G service
for the nation. Having successfully com-
pleted extensive user testing with confident
results, we are assured this technology will
significantly benefit key industries like
healthcare, tourism, agriculture, and fi-
nance by unlocking new applications and
efficiencies”, said Vodafone Fiji CEO Ms.
Elenoa Biukoto.”

Permanent secretary for the Ministry of Trade, Co-operatives, Small and Medium Enterprises and
Communications, Shaheen Ali signs the 5G Spectrum Licence Photo: SUPPLIED

Telecom Fiji: “We thank the government
in facilitating the timely allocation of 5G
spectrum. This landmark decision will
empower our nation with vastly improved
connectivity, fostering innovation and ac-
celerating our digital economy. Ultimate-
ly, this will bring significant benefits to
everyone through faster internet speeds,
enhanced digital services, and greater ac-
cess to opportunities.” — Charles Goundar,
CEO.

The Ministry reaffirms its commitment
to modernising Fiji’s telecommunications
sector, strengthening digital resilience, and
ensuring that Fijians are empowered to

benefit from advanced connectivity.

The Ministry extends its appreciation to
the three telecommunications operators,
Vodafone Fiji, Telecom Fiji, and Digicel
Fiji, for their vital roles in keeping Fiji con-
nected and for their collaborative support
during the licensing process. The operators
will now start working with mobile phone
manufacturers to over the next few months
activate 5G services on supported devices.

(Source: Ministry of Trade, Co-operatives,
Small and Medium Enterprises and Com-
munications)

Fiji’'s 5G strategy is clear:

= Deploy 5G first in areas wherever infrastructure is available

and ready

@ Parallel efforts to modernise rural and maritime networks so

no community is left behind,

2> Secure and monitor networks aligning to internationally

acceptable standards.

With new types of technology, a proper health assessment is
crucial. Since 2019, over 70 countries have deployed 5G — including
our Pacific neighbours Samoa and Tonga — with no reported health
impacts when operating within global safety standards.

Fiji is going further and taking proactive steps to ensure ongoing

safety.
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By AZARIA FAREEN The Centre will focus on:

- Training and capacity building in solar

In thanking the ISA and FNU for their
partnership, Minister Tuisawau reaffirmed

ergy transition and ensure a sustainable,
energy-secure future.

HE Fiji Government is commit-  technologies Government’s commitment to strong col-
ted to strengthening partnerships - Testing and quality assurance of solar laborations that will drive Fiji’s clean en-
and capacity building while equipment

making bold moves towards ad-
vancing renewable energy.
This follows the signing of a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MOU) between
the Fiji Government, Fiji National Uni-
versity (FNU), and the International Solar
Alliance (ISA) by the Minister for Pub-
lic Works, Meteorological Services and
Transport, Ro Filipe Tuisawau recently.
This collaboration will see the establish-
ment of the Solar Technology and Applica-
tion Resource Centre (STAR-C) at FNU’s
College of Engineering and Technical, Vo-
cational Education & Training (CETVET),
with funding support from ISA.
In commending the initiative, Minister
Tuisawau said that this marks a signifi-
cant milestone in Fiji’s renewable energy
journey, describing STAR-C as “a hub for
training, knowledge sharing, and expertise
in solar energy technologies”.

- Knowledge management and research
- Entrepreneurial development and com-
munity empowerment

Minister Tuisawau underscored the need
to work with academic institutions to
tackle challenges in Fiji’s solar energy
sector, such as skills gaps, financing con-
straints, low awareness, and supply chain
barriers.

“This MOU reflects the deepening en-
ergy cooperation between Fiji and India
and underscores our ambitious targets
of achieving 100 percent renewable en-
ergy by 2030 and net-zero emissions by
2050,” he said.

“The establishment of STAR-C will
nurture skilled researchers, technicians,
and project managers, while upholding
quality standards and fostering entrepre-
neurship to strengthen Fiji’s solar energy
capacity,” Minister Tuisawau added.

Minister for Public Works, Meteorological Services & Transport, Ro Filipe Tuisawau, commended the
MOU as a significant milestone in Fiji's renewable energy journey. Photo: SUPPLIED
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jlans dream of
easing his rela-
tives and com-

munity’s challenge of rely-
ing on commercial farming
came to fruition through the
Government’s Young Entre-
preneurship Scheme (YES)
Programme.

Being born and raised in
Suva, 35-year-old Orisi Sa-
moce, frequently visited his
village in Rakiraki, where
he witnessed the hard labour
people put in to earn a living.
This led to an idea of an eco-
tourism project - a platform to
make local accommodations
in the rural area and the mari-
time islands visible and book-
able online with the launch of
fijianhost.com platform.
“Fijianhost.com includes a
payment system and aims to
provide an alternative to plat-
forms like Airbnb and Book-
ing.com, tailored specifically
to Fiji’s needs,” Mr Samoce
said.

“It aims to serve underserved
communities in rural areas,
pumping money directly into
local economies by ensur-
ing 90 percent of the booking
price goes to the hosts,” he
added.

“I was fortunate to receive
a grant of $30,000 from the
Young Entrepreneurship
Scheme (YES) programme
through the Ministry of Trade,
Co-operatives, SMEs and
Communications to develop

y AN

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-operatives, SMEs and Communications, Manoa
Kamikamica, with the founder of fijianhost.com, 35-year-old Orisi Samoce, during the launch of the website.

my website. The Ministry of
iTaukei Affairs through the
iTaukei Trust Fund Board also
provided me with $10,000.”
“The fijianhost.com is cur-
rently in early access mode,
currently allowing users to
view listings but not make
bookings yet as the full launch
is expected around Novem-
ber, subject to the onboarding
process and identifying hosts
ready to host,” he added.

The Ministry of Tourism is
also involved in providing
training to ensure the hosts
meet tourism industry stan-
dards.

“Start with writing down your
idea, understand the business
model, and assess the econo-
my. Young Fijians should in-
novate locally and never fall

short of effort, determination,
and grit,” he advised.

“Don’t be limited by your cir-
cumstances; whether it’s a dis-
ability or lack formal educa-
tion, keep pursuing your ideas
with determination.”

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Trade, Co-oper-
atives, SMEs and Communi-
cations, Manoa Kamikamica,
described the initiative as a
groundbreaking project that
showcases how creativity and
determination, supported by
the right resources, can trans-
form communities and place
Fiji on the global stage.
“Beyond financial returns, the
initiative promises opportu-
nities for cultural exchange,
learning, and community de-
velopment,” DPM Kamika-

Photo: AZARIA FAREEN

mica said.

“Fijianhost.com is more than
just a website; it is designed
to empower rural and mari-
time communities by directly
connecting them with tour-
ists seeking authentic cultural
experiences, and the funding
provided by the Government
will enable the onboarding of
100 rural hosts in its first year,
with projections of 10,000
bookings annually in the near
future.”

“The platform aligns with
Government priorities by en-
couraging responsible tourism,
protecting cultural heritage,
and creating new opportunities
for rural households to benefit
from Fiji’s thriving tourism in-
dustry,” he added.

Govt encourages entrepreneurship

E bold, be

By PRASHILA DEVI
brave and if
you have an

idea- reach

out to us and we will see how
we can assist you.”

These were the words of en-
couragement from the Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister
for Trade, Co-operatives, Mi-
cro, Small and Medium Enter-
prises and Communications,
Manoa Kamikamica, as the
Ministry rolled out its six

core programmes for small
businesses and cooperatives
from September 1, 2025.

“If you need any guidance,
reach out to us as there is a
wealth of knowledge within
the Ministry,” DPM Kamika-
mica.

This as many of the pro-
grammes calls out for inno-

vators and entrepreneurs es-
pecially in the digital space,
green climate initiatives, agri-
culture, product development
and many more.

The programmes are:

1) YES - Young Entre-
preneurship Scheme — the as-
sistance targeting young men
and women who can now ac-
cess maximum of $50,000 (an
increase from $30,000) and
preference for this assistance
would be projects in digital
business and green climate
initiatives.

ii) NES - National Ex-
port Strategy — Targeting ex-
porters with increased funding
of maximum $150,000, as it
previously offered $100,000,
it is intended to assist busi-
nesses that are in the process

of or already exporting over-
seas.

i) IHRDP - Integrated
Human Resource Develop-
ment Programme- This works
as part of Government’s one
third and two thirds assistance
basis with an increased fund-
ing of maximum $150,000
from the previous $100,000.
It is intended for those want-
ing to expand their businesses
and for the first time it is being
offered to not only rural dwell-
ers but also those in urban ar-
eas.

iv) Trade Enhancement
Programme — This is intended
for micro and small business-
es- start-ups, juice businesses.
The threshold for this fund-
ing has also increased from
$1,000 to $5,000

V) Northern  Develop-

ment Programme — This is
dedicated for businesses in the
Northern division and works
with a cap of $50,000. It al-
lows applicants to pay up to

10 per cent, 45 per cent pro-

vided as a grant from the Gov-
ernment and for other 45 per
cent, the applicant can raise it
through the banks.

As for the co-operatives, the
structure was similar as the
IHRDP through a one third,
two contributions with a cap
of $150,000 in terms of the
grant component.

DPM  Kamikamica  said
through the monitoring and
evaluation that was done ev-
ery year, it has been found that
programmes like YES have at-
tained 80-90 per cent success.
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Access To Business Funding (Small Of-
-, BN - fer) Regulations 2025
Funding (Small Offer) Regulations 2025
(Regulations). The Regulations are pursuant
By AZARIA FAREEN to the Access to Business Funding Act 2025.

The regulations will allow private compa-
nies, including those classified as MSMEs
with an annual turnover below $1.25 mil-
lion, to access finance from investors to be
able to start, grow and sustain their business.
The categories of investors that can provid-
ing funding are as follows:

Retail Investor is an investor that has a per-
sonal connection with the private company,
such as those who are regular customers or
accountants to name a few. For investor pro-
tection, retail investors can only invest up to
$20,000;

Sophisticated Investor also has a personal
connection to the private company and earns
at least $100,000/year for the past two years.
The sophisticated investor can invest up to
$50,000; and

Wholesale Investors are Financial, Govern-
ment or Local Authority investors or those
with a securities license.

In Fiji’s context the would be the Fiji Na-
tional Provident Fund, Fiji Investment Cor-
poration Limited, or Unit Trust of Fiji. The
investment limit is up to $2 million for the
period of 12 months.

MSME Development Programmes

Cabinet was updated on the Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises (MSMESs) grant
programmes administered by the Ministry
of Trade, Cooperatives, Micro, Small and
Medium and Communications.

The Ministry offers Enterprise Develop-
ment Programmes in the form of financial
assistance for capital expansion, that are de-
signed to support the ongoing development
and growth of MSME:s.

Amendments have been made to the pro-
gramme criteria to make it more accessible
and responsive to the evolving needs of
MSMEs.

Fiji-Pacific Healthy Islands Transforma-
tion project and accelerating trade in the
Pacific Project

Cabinet endorsed the execution of loan fi-
nancing and grant agreements for the World
Bank International Development Associa-
tion (IDA) financing and grant facilities to-
talling approximately $282.1 million under
the Pacific Healthy Islands Transformation
Project for Fiji, and the Acceleration Trade
in the Pacific Project.

The Pacific Healthy Islands Transforma-
tion (PHIT) Project is the largest and most
transformative health sector reform projects
in the Pacific. Project beneficiaries are Fiji,
Tuvalu, Tonga and Kiribati while SPC will
support some regional activities.

The project aims to strengthen regional sys-
tems to enable coordinated access to quality
health services within participating countries
with a focus on non-communicable disease
(NCD) management.

The Acceleration Trade in the Pacific Proj-
ect is a regional initiative designed to en-
hance cross-border trade efficiency across
six Pacific Island Countries (PICs): Fiji,
Vanuatu, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu,
and Kiribati.

The Trade project aims to reduce the time
and cost of cross-border trade by modernis-
ing customs operations, improving digital
infrastructure, and strengthening regional
coordination mechanisms.

(Source: Cabinet Office)
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DPM Gavoka witnesses World Surf Minister Tabuya praises youth at
League Finals at Gloudhreak Annual Children’s Pathfinder Fair 2025

DEPUTY Prime Minister and Minister for
Tourism and Civil Aviation, Viliame Gavoka,
attended the World Surf League (WSL) Finals
at Cloudbreak recently, witnessing firsthand
the intensity of the championship heats
that crowned the 2025 surfing champions.

Minister for Information Lynda
Tabuya joined thousands
of children and families at
the SDA Annual Children’s
Pathfinder Fair 2025 at Albert
Park recently.

Bringing together more than
60 clubs and close to 2000
children from the Central
Region, the vibrant event,
filed with music, marches
and activities, celebrated
teamwork, discipline and faith.

later held at the Marriott Fiji Resort, Momi
Bay, where Yago Dora of Brazil secured
the men’s world title and Molly Picklum of
Australia took home the women’s crown.

7
The official prize-giving ceremony was ',
| |

Photos: SUPPLIED

Photos: WANSHIKA KUMAR

Improved health access for Udu, Psychiatric Survivors Association recognised at
Dogotuki & Tawake communities 21st anniversary celebration & hook launch

o Fijians living in the districts of Udu, Dogotuki, and
LAG Tawake in Vanua Levu will now have improved

HE ALTH cEINTR - : | access to essential health sgrvices following the

The Minister for Women, Children, and Social Protection,
Sashi Kiran, officiated at the 21st Anniversary celebration of
the Psychiatric Survivors Association (PSA) Fiji and launched

| OPENING HoURS: %ff:_rmgd_ = handover of a much-needed fibreglass boat to the two of their publications, Expecting Mothers with Psychosocial
B Emmmmien., Lagi Health Centre, which currently serves close to Disabilites and Children Living in Psychosocially Affected

3 Specialist Outpatient Department

Friz
8:00am - 4:00pm 4 Ph-rmauy Servfcas

3,000 people across the upper northern coastline
and nearby maritime areas.

While delivering the opening remarks on behalf of
the Government of Fiji, the Minister for Environment
and Climate Change, Mosese Bulitavu, highlighted
the crucial role Lagi Health Centre has played
since its establishment in 2015.

Families, recently.

ﬂ Maternal and Child Health Seu.
rvices

7. Family Planning Service's

8. Zone Nurse - Public Health

Weekends/Public Holidays:
| EMERGENCIES ONLY

Since its establishment in 2004, the PSA has been at the
forefront of supporting people with psychosocial disabilities in Fiji,
advocating for human rights, reducing stigma, and creating safe
spaces where survivors can lead and support each other.

Photos: SUPPLIED
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All schools are smoke-free and drug free
- Education Minister reiterates

Minister for Education Aseri Radrodro meets
the Pathfinders during the Annual Children’s
Pathfinder Fair 2025 at Albert Park in Suva..

Photo: SUPPLIED

HE Ministry of Education
has a clear School Drug and
Substance Abuse Policy, which
serves as a framework for the
prevention, intervention, and elimination
of drug use in our schools.”

Minister for Education, Aseri Radrodro,
reiterated this stance while officially
opening the Annual Children’s Pathfinder
Fair 2025 at Albert Park recently.

“To all our teachers and students, I
want to be very clear. The Ministry of
Education does not permit the possession,
consumption, promotion, distribution or
sale of any harmful drugs within our school
environments,” Minister Radrodro added.
“Our policy has declared all schools

to be smoke-free and drug-free. This is
because drug and substance abuse are a
matter of national concern, with direct
and detrimental effects on the health and
future of our young people,” he further
highlighted.

The Minister reflected on the importance
of guiding children on the right path,
quoting Proverbs 22:6: “Train up a child
in the way he should go, and even when
they are old they will not turn from it”.

Minister Radrodro said this principle
signifies the nation’s collective
responsibility to invest in its most
important asset, our children, the future of
Fiji.

The Pathfinder Club, a global movement
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church,
focuses on the development of young
people aged 10 to 15.

Established in 1950, the program now has
over 1.5 million members in more than 160
countries.

In Fiji, the Pathfinder movement is active
in communities and is now being trialed
in 11 schools in the Central Division,
including SDA primary and secondary
schools and ACS.

The program teaches children practical
life skills such as Bible study, first aid,
health, camping, survival skills, public
speaking, leadership, cultural identity, and
community service.

The Fair brings together over 60 clubs and
1,000 children from the Central Region.

The Minister stated, “I want to take a
moment to acknowledge the clear and

united message demonstrated by the march
this morning in support of healthy lifestyles
and a direct stand against the growing trend
of alleged drug trafficking and illicit drug
use and substance abuse in our schools. We
see your commitment, and the Coalition
Government stands with you™.

“This is not a new problem, but it is one
we are tackling with renewed purpose and
collaboration. Students, as future leaders,
you must embrace a healthy and active
lifestyle. Physical activity boosts creativity,
academic performance, and essential life
skills like teamwork and resilience,” he
said.

He added the

that government is

committed to acting in partnership with
communities to keep children safe.
Minister Radrodro reminded teachers,

Members of the Pathfinder Club following a parade at the Annual Children’s Pat

parents, and community stakeholders that
education was a shared responsibility,
requiring collaboration between schools,
families, and the wider community.

The Pathfinder Fair provides a platform
for holistic child development, showcasing
activities such as first aid, survival training,
compass navigation, public speaking, and
leadership skills.

He noted that the Pathfinder program
complements  the national  school
curriculum, building discipline, resilience,
leadership, and civic responsibility values
aligned with the government’s priorities of
quality education, healthy lifestyles, and
youth empowerment.

(Source: Ministry of Education)
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hfinder Fair 2025 at
Albert Park in Suva.Photo: SUPPLIED

By MELI NAISELE

inister for Policing Ioane

Naivalurua recently visited

the island of Kadavu with a

focused mission to rebrand
the region and tackle the alarming rise of
illicit drug cultivation.

His visit was supported by the Permanent
Secretary Berenado Daveta and an
awareness team from various government
agencies working on economic
empowerment, welfare, and security

initiatives in Kadavu.
The Minister’s tour began in villages of

¥ s

Vunisea and Tavuki, before proceeding to
Kavala Government Station and Kavala
Village and then to Tiliva village, to
talanoa with local residents and authorities.
He later attended a graduation ceremony at
Solotavui Village and handed over Boat
Master Licences and Restricted Engineer
Class 6 certifications to 100 villagers.

During the talanoa session, the critical
role of frontliners in the fight against
drug influence in the villages and remote
communities was highlighted including a 5
-10-year strategic plan for Kadavu’s future
to harness its economic potential and drive
sustainable development.

Minister for Policing, loane Naivalurua with key stakeholders at the handing over of Boat Master
Licences and Restricted Engineer Class 6 certifications to 100 villagers in Kadavu.

Photo: MELI NAISELE

“Kadavu needs a collaborative effort
from the Government and the private sector
in developing a strategic plan for years to
come so let’s rebrand Kadavu and work
together to change perceptions and foster
positive growth,” Minister Naivalurua
urged.

Village headmen and the villagers are
hopeful for concrete actions and initiatives
that will foster a safer, more prosperous
Kadavu, ensuring the island’s development
aligns with national goals and community
aspirations.

Tui Nakasaleka from Kadavu, Ratu
Naicebaceba Soqeta Nareki, a leader
overseeing 12 villages, warmly
acknowledged and praised the visit as a
positive reflection of the government’s
dedication to rural and maritime
communities.

“The leaders are concerned about the
future of Kadavu,” Ratu Nareki said while
emphasizing the importance of sustained
development and strategic planning for the
island’s well-being.

“Unity among village leaders in Kadavu
is of paramount importance and I urge
them to stand alongside the government as
first responders in the ongoing fight against
illicit drug influence.”

“We acknowledge the presence and
efforts of the Agriculture and Fisheries
Ministry’s in  promoting  economic
empowerment for Kadavu and thank the

Coalition Government for its continued
support, particularly in strengthening rural
and maritime zones,” Ratu Nareki added.

Leader of yavusa from Raviravi, Kadavu,
Bulou Katarina Rarasea shared similar
sentiments and said that “it shows that
government cares deeply about our
community and is committed to addressing
important issues affecting us all”.

“We are grateful for the efforts to tackle
the rise of drug cultivation in our villages,
as it poses a serious threat to our families
and our future and your visit gives us
hope and strengthens our resolve to stand
together as front liners in the fight against
illicit drugs,” she said.

Ms Rarasea commended the promotion
of economic empowerment and security
in maritime zones, which will help create
more opportunities for villagers to improve
their livelihoods.

“This visit is a wake-up call for all of us
village leaders and community members
to work hand-in-hand with your teams,
so that we can protect our families,
preserve our culture, and build a safer and
more prosperous Kadavu,” she said with
conviction.

“The Vanua o Kadavu looks forward to
ongoing support and collaboration with
the government to ensure villages remain
strong, safe, and thriving for generations to
come,” she added.
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Access roads brings markets, amenities closer to communities

By JACKSON TUVICI

HE farmers and community
members of Nasolo in Bua
Province can now cart their
farm produce directly from their
farms to the markets after the opening of a
farm access road
Minister for Rural and Maritime
Development, Sakiasi Ditoka, while
commissioning the project, congratulated
the villagers on a job well done and
encouraged farmers in Nasolo to make
maximum use of the farm road by supplying
to the markets directly from their farms.
Turaga ni Koro, Ifereimi Toa, said that
previously they had issues in trying to look
for markets for their farm produce prior to
the opening of their new farm road access.
“We have about five settlements within
Nasolo and we have about a total of 600
members that reside within the village of
Nasolo. Now we are so thankful to the
government for this generous assistance that
will allow farmers to call their individual
market dealers directly to their farm to buy

from the farmers.” Ifereimi Toa said.

He added that yaqona farming was a
priority to farmers in Nasolo since yaqona
raked in huge amounts of returns to farmers.

Minister Ditoka also added that the total
cost incurred was $41,000 to assist the
villagers with their new farm road as part
of the Ministry of Rural and Maritime
Development’s Rural and Outer Island
Program (ROI).

Meanwhile, Minister Ditoka
commissioned a similar project in Taveuni
with the Vione community now boasting an
access road.

This came after the community sent
numerous requests in the past years to
government for assistance to have an access
road to the settlement.

The Tui Vione, Batinisavu Ravukuvuki
said, “Before the old road was not really
good where even four-wheel drive vans
couldn’t cross that road to bring us to the
village”.

“We had to get off taxis from the main
road and walk up through the tracks and
even we had to cross the flooded old roads

and to assist our children going to school
and coming back home,” Mr Ravukuvuki
said.

“We are forever grateful to the government
for their assistance.”

“This is the first since I’ve been here, my
father was leading us and now he has passed
on and now I have stepped into his position
and this is the first time for a minister to
come and visit us and even assisted us,” Mr

Ravukivuki said.
These two projects are part of the

ministry’s Community Access Roads,
Footpaths, and Footbridges (CARFF)
Programme.

This assistance totaled up to $47,500
which will cater for 40 households with a
population of 220 within the community of
Vione.

Minister for Rural and Maritime Development, Sakiasi Ditoka with Nasolo village, Bua community

members. Photo: JACKSON TUVICI

Yagona farming earns
Taveuni farmer a new home

A community member takes the first sip of water after the Ministry of Rural and Maritime Development and
Disaster Management, delivered water projects in Wailele and Saione in the province of Bua.
Photo: JACKSON TUVICI

Water project makes
life easier for rural
community

By JACKSON TUVICI

OMMUNITY members of Wailele

and Saione in the province of Bua

are breathing a sigh of relief as the

Minister for Rural and Maritime
Development and Disaster Management, Sakiasi
Ditoka, commissioned their water borehole
project.

For more than 20 years, members of the two
settlements used to carry buckets filled with
water from the borehole and creeks situated
about a mile away and cart it to their homes daily.

Advisory counsellor, Sujata Chakarwati, said
that families struggled to get water to their
individual homes.

“We used to carry drums and buckets of water
on our backs from the borehole to our homes
which was very hard for all of us. As an advisory
counsellor families came to me to request for
help and so I took this request up to Provincial
Administrator’s Office and now we have

received proper water access to all homes here in
Wailele and Saione,” Ms Chakarwati said.

“Your government through the Ministry of
Rural and Maritime Authority and Disaster
Management provided assistance of $23,980
under the Self-Help Program (SHP) which will
benefit 43 household within Wailele and Saione.”

The financial support was provided for materials
purchased to connect all households with proper
pipes with clean drinking water flowing directly
to their homes.

“I would like to say thank you so much to the
government for their assistance in this project.
Now all these families will be able to drink out
of taps connected right to their own homes,” Ms
Chakarwati said.

The objective of the project was to address the
issue of inconsistent supply of water to Wailele
and Saione and to provide adequate and sufficient
water supply to boost up the hygiene and address
the issue of water-borne diseases.

An elated Saimoni Matawaqa with the Minister for Rural and Maritime Development
and Disaster Management, Sakiasi Ditoka, and his family members after the Ministry
assisted him through the Rural Housing Assistance (RHA) Programme in the
construction of his new home. Photo: JACKSON TUVICI

By JACKSON TUVICI

YAQONA farmer from

Delaikatoba Settlement

in the district of Vuna in

aveuni has turned years

of hard work into keys to anew home,

made possible through housing

support offered under the Ministry

of Rural and Maritime Development

and Disaster Management’s

Rural Housing Assistance (RHA)
Programme.

Saimoni Matawaqa, 51, lost his
permanent home to severe Tropical
Cyclone Winston in 2016.

Since then, he, his wife, and their
two children had been living in a
small lean-to structure.

After learning about the RHA
Programme during a government
delegation visiting the neighbouring
Navakawau Village in 2022, Mr
Matawaqa decided to plant 700
yaqona plants, with the intention
to raise funds for his one-third
contribution towards the house.

Two and a half years later, he
harvested his yaqona, earning
$24,000, which covered his
contribution and other expenses for
his housing project.

When Mr Matawagqa finally walked
into his completed home, it was a

moment he described as “one of the
happiest days of his life”.

“For years, my family and I have
prayed for a proper home. With the
farming I did, I knew I was a step
closer to this day, and to finally see
my children in a safe, comfortable
house fills my heart with gratitude.
I thank the Government, especially
the Ministry, for helping make this
dream a reality,” he said.

The line minister, Sakiasi Ditoka,
said the housing support offered by
the RHA Programme towards Mr
Matawaqa and his family was just
an extension of the Government’s
ongoing commitment to improving
housing access in rural and maritime
areas for ordinary Fijians.

“Government remains committed
to ensuring that rural Fijians
have access to safe, affordable,
and  disaster-resilient  housing.
Programmes like the RHA are
designed to give families stability,
dignity, and a better quality of life,”
Minister Ditoka said.

The RHA Programme provides
eligible rural households with
Government funding to cover
two-thirds of total project costs,
with beneficiaries contributing the
remaining one-third.
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2025 ROTUMA YOUTH FESTIVAL S

New

window of opportunity for

children in Rotuma

Children in Rotuma share smiles as Vodafone Fiji installed Starlink at three schools, giving
them access to learning resources, assignments and opportunities that were once out of reach.
Picture: WANSHIKA KUMAR.

By WANSHIKA KUMAR

N the quiet classrooms of Rotuma,
the world just came online.
Thanks to  Vodafone  Fiji,
three schools in Rotuma now
have internet access through Starlink
connections, rolled out in line with the Fiji
Government’s commitment to bridging
the digital gap.

With fewer than 100 students in each
school, this connection means more than
just fast Wi-Fi for Motusa District School,
Christ the King, and Paptea District
School - it means access to learning
resources, assignments, and opportunities
that were once out of reach.

Vodafone Fiji ICT sales executive, Ian

Kumar, said the team saw the Rotuma
Youth Festival as the perfect opportunity
to launch this initiative, bringing the
internet not only to schools but also to
local communities.

“I think we’ve all learnt from what
happened a few years ago during COVID
where a lot of students were not able to
access their learning resources and things
online, so I think it’s a good initiative as
well to help a lot of communities,” Mr
Kumar stated.

“I think we are in line with the Fiji
Government’s commitment in terms
of helping different communities as
well. So, one at a time, we are trying to
help promote internet services, internet
connectivity especially in places that do

not have connectivity,” he said.

“But one of our main aims is to also
look at it from the education perspective
S0 we are trying to have communities and
schools have internet access just so they
are able to do their things like homework,
submit assignments and things like that.”

Grandmother of three, Darlene Lily,
of Hapmak, Rotuma said with modern
technology, children now relied on Wi-Fi
connections such as Starlink to complete
their schoolwork, which she considered
very beneficial.

“Technology keeps us up to date so for
children to get some of their schoolwork
done, they need to go through Wi-Fi, the
Starlink, which is a good thing. It will
be good for the children including my
grandchildren’s education and whatever

they want to get on the internet, it will be
much faster,” Ms Lily said.

Meanwhile, speaking in Parliament
recently, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Trade, Cooperatives, Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises, and
Communications, Manoa Kamikamica,
stated that every Fijian—regardless of
geography or circumstance —deserved
meaningful and secure access to
connectivity and the vast opportunities
that it offers.

And the installation of Starlink by
Vodafone Fiji in Rotuma falls in line
with the Fiji Government’s ongoing
commitment to bridge the digital gap by
ensuring that even remote communities
like Rotuma have access to reliable
connectivity.

Children take part in the Rotuma Youth Festival 2025. Photo: WANSHIKA KUMAR.

Rotuma

By WANSHIKA KUMAR

HE Rotuma Youth Festival

2025 in Ahau brought together

energy, culture and vision,

leaving behind not just
memories for the people of Rotuma but a
roadmap for a brighter future.

Marking the 7th Youth Festival hosted
around Fiji, the Rotuma Youth Festival
2025 opened on August 25, with the
Minister for Youth and Sports, Jese
Saukuru, urging youth to stay away from
drugs and protect health, dreams and
families.

“I'must take amoment to address a serious
and growing concern, the increasing use
of illicit drugs among our youths in Fiji. I
refer to this as the devil among us because
of the deep and destructive impact it has
on our young people, our families and our
communities,” Minister Saukuru stated.

“Your future is far too valuable to be
stolen by addiction.”

As the four-day festival drew to a close
on August 28, he unveiled plans for a
multipurpose court, a Youth Training
Centre and dedicated economic spaces
for the youth of Rotuma, signalling a
major milestone in the Fiji Government’s
commitment to youth development on the
island.

Expressing gratitude to the chiefs
for their invaluable support, Minister
Saukuru stated that the development of

hosts 7th Youth Festival

the multipurpose court will proceed once
the Rotuma Council of Chiefs identifies
suitable land.

“Together, we look forward to forging
a strong partnership to empower our
younger generation and enhance their
future opportunities.

“Very soon, you will witness the
unveiling of your new multipurpose
court—funded by your government—an
exciting step toward more sports, more
activities, and more opportunities for all of
you. Your new multipurpose facility will
soon be ready for use, opening more doors
for growth and community bonding.”

In addition to announcing the
development of new facilities, the
Ministry distributed sewing machines,
sports equipment, solar-power tools and
sound system sets worth $115,000 to
various youth clubs across Rotuma, with
the aim of promoting entrepreneurship,
creativity, and physical well-being.

“Over these past four days, we’ve shared
in something truly special—a vibrant
celebration of your energy, your culture,
and your community spirit. Seeing all of
you come together, laugh, learn, and grow
has reaffirmed my belief that Rotuma’s
future is bright, powered by its youth.”

In the weeks leading up to the festival,
the people of Rotuma took part in trainings
on garment designing and sewing, tie-
dye, small engine repair, and solar power
installation organised by the Ministry, and

Youth enjoy volleyball at the Rotuma Youth Festival 2025. Photo: WANSHIKA KUMAR

were awarded certificates at the closing
ceremony.

“To all the young people of Rotuma
and your community, thank you from
the bottom of my heart. Your active
participation has made these four days
unforgettable. I hope you’ve enjoyed
every moment, picked up new skills, and
made friendships that will last a lifetime.

“As you receive your certificates after
two weeks of dedicated skills training, I
encourage you to use what you’ve learned
to better yourselves and your community.
You are the future, and you hold the power
to shape it.”

Led by the Ministry of Youth and Sports
under the theme “Revive the Youth Vibe”
(Mamaf’akia maur fake haharagi), the

festival also had booths set up by Ministry
of Agriculture, Ministry of Women,
children and Social Protection, FRCA, the
National Employment Centre, Vodafone,
Fiji Police Force, Bank of the South
Pacific, Reproductive and Family Health
Association of Fiji and SOLE to provide
information and support for the people of
Rotuma.

So far, the Ministry of Youth and Sports
has completed festivals in Kadavu, Ba,
Bua, Yasayasa Moala, Cakaudrove,
Naitasiri, and Rotuma with the aim
to inspire youths to excel in sports,
develop new skills, and participate in
empowerment training. These efforts help
prevent youth from engaging in illegal

Sunday September 14,2025
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urs first-ever Agribusiness
Incubation (ABI) Centre was
launched at the Ministry of
Agriculture and Waterways

headquarters in Raiwaqa.

The ABI Centre is a ground-breaking initiative
designed to support farmers and agribusinesses,
especially micro, small, and medium enterprises
(MSMEs), by fostering innovation, resilience,
and sustainable growth in the agriculture sector.

In launching the Centre, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-operatives,
Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises and
Communications, Manoa Kamikamica, said
the initiative represents a transformative
partnership that promises tangible benefits for
Fiji’s farming communities and MSMEs.

“Today’s event marks a pivotal moment as we
commit to advancing a modern, innovative and
resilient agriculture sector that is vital to Fiji’s
economy. Agriculture is not just an industry here
— it is the heart of our communities, the source
of livelihood for many families and a significant
contributor to Fiji’s economic growth,” DPM
Kamikamica said.

He highlighted that in the face of climate
change and global uncertainty; innovation and
sustainability are critical.

The ABI Centre will provide startups
and entrepreneurs with access to capital,
mentorship, technical guidance, and business
resources while serving as a collaborative hub
that honours traditional agricultural knowledge.

“It is more than just a facility; it is a dynamic
hub where ideas take flight, where innovation
is transformed into tangible enterprises, and
where farmers and agri-preneurs receive the
mentorship, resources, and encouragement they
need to succeed,” he added.

Located beside the Fiji Crop and Livestock
Council, which represents more than
80,000 farmers, the Centre will ensure close
collaboration and stronger support for the
farming community.

The ABI Centre falls under the Sustainable
Transformation of Domestic Agrifood Systems
in Fiji, Samoa and Solomon Islands (STODAS)
Project, funded by the European Union and
implemented by the Food and Agriculture
Organisation of the United Nations (FAO).

The STODAS Project focuses on boosting
domestic food production and reducing reliance
on imports by promoting climate-smart farming
and sustainable agribusiness practices across
the Pacific.

Minister for Agriculture and Waterways,
Tomasi Tunabuna, reaffirmed the central role of
agriculture to Fiji’s economy and livelihoods.

“Agriculture has always been the backbone
of our economy. This sector not only supports
thousands of households but also stimulates
growth in other industries such as processing,
marketing, and exports.

Recognising its importance, we must continue
to invest in innovative practices, infrastructure,
and capacity building to help farmers increase
productivity and diversify their crops,” Minister
Tunabuna said.

He emphasised that the Ministry’s role within
STODAS is to create an enabling policy
environment, strengthen institutions, and align
strategies with the recently launched Non-Sugar

Agriculture Sector Policy 2025-2035, which
sets out Fiji’s long-term vision for agricultural
transformation.

The European Union Ambassador to Fiji,
Barbara Plinkert, stressed that reducing reliance
on imports and strengthening innovation in
agriculture is crucial for food security.

Assistant FAO Representative to Fiji, Joann
Young, in sharing her remarks said the Centre
will provide the technical foundation and global
best practices to ensure its long-term success.

“The Centre is not just a project, it is the
foundation for a self-sustaining agribusiness
ecosystem in Fiji and the Pacific. Over time, it
will become a hub for innovation, mentorship,
training, and connections to markets, finance,
and technology,” she said.

“I must also thank the European Union’s
contribution of 10 million euros ($26.3m) to the
STODAS Project.”

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Cooperatives, Small and Medium
Enterprises and Communications, Manoa Kamikamica, with Minister for Agriculture, Tomasi
Tunabuna, share a light moment with the staff during the launch. Photo: SUPPLIED
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FEATURE

By LOTE RABOILA

IJI has embarked on a historic
journey, one that soars across
the skies with high tech sensors,
unlocking the vital resource
hidden beneath its surface: groundwater.

On 15 August 2025, the Ministry of
Lands and Mineral Resources announced
a monumental partnership with the
Australian Government and Geoscience
Australia, supported by the Pacific
Community (SPC), to launch Fiji’'s most
significant  scientific ~water resource
venture yet: a groundwater mapping
initiative using airborne electromagnetic
(AEM) surveys of Viti Levu.

This pilot is not merely a scientific
milestone; it is a lifeline for communities
across Fiji grappling with water scarcity,
especially where aging infrastructure and
drought pose daily challenges.
Understanding  groundwater from
above: How AEM works

How does this technology help Fiji find
water without digging a single hole?

AEM is a non-invasive geophysical
technique  that  detects  electrical

conductivity variations underground.

A helicopter or light aircraft flies
low (around 80-100 meters above the
ground), towing a large coil or loop sensor

T\

Hydrology Team out doing surveys Photo: SUPPLIED

underneath.

That sensor emits low-frequency
electromagnetic signals into the earth and
measures how the subsurface materials
respond: water-bearing layers, rock types,
even saltwater intrusion areas, all reveal
themselves through conductivity patterns.

Unlike traditional methods like Electrical
Resistivity Tomography (ERT), which
require physical instruments on the ground
and create two-dimensional images, AEM
can scan vast, even inaccessible terrains
quickly and with minimal environmental
disruption.

It is safe as its electromagnetic fields are
weaker than a lightning strike, roughly
akin to a mobile phone in strength.

Where in Fiji are the eyes in the sky
focused?

Fiji’s first-ever AEM survey, spanning
June to December 2025, covers three
major islands: Viti Levu, Vanua Levu, and
Taveuni. More precisely:

e Viti Levu: Key zones include
Lomawai Momi, the Sigatoka Valley,
Tavua, Namara/Verata, Rakiraki, Cuvu,
Tuva, Malomalo, Wai, and the Vitogo
flats to Lololo. Coastal corridors from
Tavua to Rakiraki are also in focus.

e Vanua Levu and Taveuni: The
survey spans Dreketi to Seaqaqa, Sasa
and Wailevu in Macuata, Tabia, parts of

Airborne Electromagnetic (AEM) equipped helicopters help in the surveys of Viti Levu. Photo: SUPPLIED

Labasa like Nadogo, Tomuka, Dogotuki,
the Udu Peninsula and southern Taveuni.

Flight lines are planned at approximately
500 metres spacing over Viti Levu and
Vanua Levu, and 5,000 meters over
Taveuni balancing wide coverage with
detailed resolution.

From sky to tap: What the survey
delivers

The AEM survey is expected to produce
detailed 3D maps of Fiji’s groundwater,
showing aquifer distribution, key quality
indicators, and estimates of sustainable
yield.

These data will help pinpoint hundreds,
even thousands, of potential drilling targets
by December 2025.

The ministry hopes to lift its borehole
success rate from the current 80 per cent
to as much as 90 per cent thanks to better
informed drilling locations.

With such data in hand, planners and
communities can proceed with precision—
drilling where aquifers are most likely
present, avoiding wasteful or failed wells,
and saving time and money.

“This comprehensive assessment will
provide the scientific foundation needed
to secure water resources for all Fijians,
particularly as we face the growing
impacts of climate change,” declared the
Minister for Lands and Mineral Resources,
Filimoni Vosarogo.

Geoscience Australia and SPC bring
technical and regional expertise.

Mapping the invisible:

A new chapter

in water security

interest in borehole installations once
water rich zones were confirmed.

Concerns have  been addressed
decisively assuring that the survey detects
groundwater only, not minerals and is
entirely safe.

Aircraft noise, around 73 dB, is within
safe levels, with schools and local
education authorities being informed in
advance.

Why it matters: A future fuelled by
water security

Fiji’s reliance on groundwater is growing
more urgent by the year. With nearly half
of treated water lost to aging infrastructure,
and many rural communities dependent on
shallow, unreliable wells, the stakes are
high.

This AEM survey represents not just
technical innovation but a lifeline creating
the foundation for:

* Resilient infrastructure: Forecast
water availability and guide investments in
water systems and wells.

*  Drought preparedness: Map stable
underground water reserves to buffer
against climate-driven dry spells.

e Equitable access: Enable remote and
maritime communities to access clean
water reliably.

¢ Smarter governance: Anchor
national development plans in solid data,
reducing waste and optimizing outcomes.

As Minister Vosarogo put it, “With
this data, the government can act with

Hydrology team drilling boreholes in Ra. Photo: SUPPLIED

Dr Paula Vivili, SPC’s Deputy Director
General for Science and Capability, noted,
“These technologies can deliver practical
solutions for communities under increasing
climate pressure... a strong example of
regional collaboration”.

This vision rests on the Vuvale
Partnership between Australia and Fiji
working together to deliver sustainable,
science-backed outcomes for local people.

Communities on board: Awareness and
inclusion

From the outset, community engagement
has been a priority. Initial consultations
were already completed in Western
Division regions like Lomawai Momi,
Sigatoka Valley (Navosa), Tavua, Rakiraki,
and Ra.

Feedback was overwhelmingly positive
with many people immediately expressed

precision, delivering water where it’s
needed most, faster and more sustainably”.
Soaring towards the future

As the first AEM equipped helicopters
ring over Fiji’s skies, they carry more
than sensors. They carry the promise of
transformation. In mapping the unseen,
Fiji is redefining how it cares for its people,
merging modern science with national
need.

This project sets a precedent not just for
Fiji, but for Pacific nations facing similar
water challenges. It speaks of a future
where clean water is not a luxury but a
guaranteed right, mapped carefully from
the skies.

(Lote Raboila is a Senior Public Relations
Officer, Ministry of Lands and Mineral
Resources)

Sunday September 14,2025



email: news@moc.gov.fj;
E @FijiRepublic;

0 Fiji Government;

e  wwwfijigovfj

©

phone: 3301806

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 1

By NANISE NEIMILA

he President of the
Republic of Fiji, Ratu
Naigama Lalabalavu,
opened the 5th Pa-
cific Islands Parliaments Group
(PIPG) Conference, urging Pacif-
ic legislators to be bold, creative,
and united in addressing the com-
plex challenges facing the region
in an era of rapid global change.
President Lalabalavu said the
conference themed, “Pacific
Islands in a Changing Global
Landscape: from Challenges to
Parliamentary Action”, could not
be more timely, as Pacific nations
confront shifting trade dynamics,
economic uncertainties and the
far-reaching impacts of climate
change.
“This gathering is not merely
ceremonial; it is a reaffirmation
of our shared commitment to par-
liamentary democracy, regional
solidarity, and the enduring re-
silience of our small island na-
tions.”
He emphasised that global is-
sues are not distant headlines for

Pacific peoples but lived realities
that directly affect their islands,
villages, families, and liveli-
hoods.

The COVID-19 pandemic, he
said, starkly exposed the fragil-
ity of small island economies that
are heavily reliant on trade, tour-
ism, and natural resources.
“Even as the world recovers from
the pandemic, we in the Pacific
continue to face the challenges of
economic inequality, tariff wars,
and the rising cost of living.
“Yet, amidst these challenges,
there is opportunity. The Pacific
has always been a region of resil-
ience, innovation, and unity.”
President Lalabalavu  under-
scored the role of Pacific parlia-
ments as the cornerstone of dem-
ocratic life and key instruments
in shaping laws and policies that
safeguard communities, strength-
en economies, and protect the en-
vironment.

He highlighted the importance
of parliamentary cooperation
through the PIPG, adding the
conference would enable discus-
sions on economic vulnerabili-
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The President Ratu Naigama Lalabalavu delivers his speech at the 5th
Pacific Islands Parliaments Group Conference in Natadola.

ties, the benefits of regional inte-
gration, and the evolution of the
PIPG into a stronger platform of
collaboration.

A central focus of the conference,
he noted, would be the proposed
establishment of the Pacific Inter-
Parliamentary Assembly (PIPA),
which he described as a “historic
step forward” in regional gover-
nance.

“By formalising this assembly,
you will strengthen regional
governance and ensure that the

Photo: NANISE NEIMILA

principles of democracy, in-
clusivity, and accountability
are embedded in our shared fu-
ture.”

“This bold initiative will in-
stitutionalize our inter-par-
liamentary community and
strengthen the Pacific’s voice
in global dialogues such as the
Inter-Parliamentary Union and
the Commonwealth Parliamen-
tary Association,” President
Lalabalavu added

Nauru Airlines expands it network to
Nausori International Airport

Minister for Tourism and Civil Aviation Minister, Viliame Gavoka, commended the Nauru government and the
Nauru Airlines for their vision at the announcement of the Nauru-Suva direct flight.
Photo: FIJI AIRPORTS
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HE  Fiji  Govern-

ment’s commitment to

strengthening regional

connectivity has paved
the way for Nauru Airlines to ex-
pand its network, with new weekly
flights from Nauru to Suva, which
started on 28 August 2025.

The new weekly service between
Nauru and Suva’s Nausori Inter-
national Airport has flight ONO19
departing Nauru every Thursday
at 8:45pm, arriving in Suva at
12:15am the next day. The return
service, ONO20, departs Suva at
1:15am on Fridays, arriving in
Nauru at 4:50am.

This expansion supports the Co-

alition government’s plans to
boost air connectivity and eco-
nomic growth.

In commending the the inaugural
Nauru—Suva flight by Nauru Air-
lines at the Nausori International
Airport late last month, the Dep-
uty Prime Minister and Minister
for Tourism and Civil Aviation,
Viliame Gavoka described the

services as a vital connection that
links people, communities, and
economies across the Pacific.
“The launch of the new route
marks more than just expanded
travel options—it strengthens
economic empowerment, boosts
regional trade, and highlights
Nauru Airlines’ commitment to
Pacific solidarity through the use
of their freighter planes,” he said.
“This is a Pacific cooperation in
its most practical and impactful
form.”

“While we celebrate this flight,
we look forward to the trans-
formation it will bring for lives,
businesses, and communities
across our region,” he added.
DPM Gavoka commended the
Government of Nauru and Nauru
Airlines for their foresight, while
also recognising the crucial role
of Fiji’s aviation authorities, Fiji
Airports, and partner agencies in
making this achievement a real-
ity.

While Nausori International Air-
port will benefit from increased
international services, it is also
expected to create jobs, grow
tourism, and enhance Fiji’s posi-
tion as a Pacific aviation hub.

CABINET DECISIONS

Declaration of intent on develop-
ment cooperation with Wallis And

Futuna

Cabinet endorsed the execution of the
Declaration of Intent (DOI) between
the Government of Fiji and the Gov-
ernment of the French Republic on
development cooperation between the
Territory of the Wallis and Futuna Is-
lands and the Republic of Fiji.

The DOI will provide a framework
that will enable development coop-
eration, exchange of information, and
provision of technical assistance be-
tween the two countries to promote
poverty alleviation and sustainable
economic growth.

The DOl is guided by the principles of
mutual respect for each other’s nation-
al sovereignty and integrity, the rule of
law, and good governance.

MOU on development coopera-
tion with the Govt of Vanuatu

Cabinet endorsed the execution of
a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) on Development Cooperation
between the Republic of Fiji (Fiji) and
the Republic of Vanuatu (Vanuatu).
The MOU was expected to contribute
towards enhancing trade and invest-
ment opportunities as well as im-
proved collaboration in key sectors
including labour mobility, agriculture,
tourism, and infrastructure.

The last MOU on Development Co-
operation between Fiji and Vanuatu
expired in 2016.

MOU with Marshall Islands on
development cooperation

Cabinet endorsed the execution of
a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) between the Government of
Fiji and the Government of the Repub-
lic of the Marshall Islands on develop-
ment cooperation.

The main objective of the MOU is to
provide the framework upon which
initial development cooperation as-
sistance between the parties may be
undertaken.

Fiji and the Republic of the Marshall
Islands (RMI) share a strong bilateral
relationship rooted in shared values,
cultural ties, and a commitment to re-
gional cooperation.

Diplomatic relations were established
between the two nations in January
1988.

Asia Pacific Forum on National
Human Rights Institutions 30th
Annual General Meeting

Cabinet was informed that the Fiji
Human Rights and Anti-Discrimina-
tion Commission will host the Asia
Pacific Forum on National Human
Rights Institutions (NHRI) 30th An-
nual General Meeting from 11 — 13
November 2025.

The AGM will be followed by the
NHRI Biennial Conference, which
will take place on the third day.

APF was founded in 1996 and com-
prises 28 NHRIs across the Asia Pa-
cific Region including Fiji.

Fiji last hosted the APF AGM in 2006.

(Source: Cabinet Office)
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Fiji's Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-operatives, Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises and Communications, Manoa Kamikamica, and New Zealand’s Minister for Trade and Investment,
Todd McClay with officials at the 2025 New Zealand—Fiji Business Council Annual Conference in Auckland this week. Photo: SUPPLIED

Fiji-NZ trade exceeds S1billion,
further potentials being explored

By PRASHILA DEVI
RADITIONAL trading
partners, Fiji and New

Zealand, saw bilateral trade

reach the value of FJ$1.2
billion in 2024 and leaders have
committed to grow this further by 2030
to FJ$2.6 billion.
This was conveyed at the 2025 New
Zealand-Fiji Business Council
Annual Conference in Auckland
this week where Fiji's Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-
operatives, Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises and Communications,
Manoa Kamikamica, was joined by
New Zealand’s Minister for Trade and
Investment, Todd McClay.
DPM Kamikamica was in the New
Zealand this week and held a series
of significant exchanges with movers
and shakers in different industries to
explore potentials that could lead to

growth of several sectors of the Fiji’s
economy.

Addressing business leaders, investors,
and officials from both countries at
the conference, he explained that Fiji’s
commitment to creating a business-
friendly environment through reforms
including businessNOW  FIJI, the
Building Permit Approvals System, and
the National Trade Information and
Single Window systems, was aimed
at streamlining investment and cross-
border trade.

Proving that the two countries have
more in common that just their love
for rugby, DPM Kamikamica invited
New Zealand investors to explore
opportunities in agriculture and
agritech, niche tourism, renewable
energy, digital connectivity, and value-
added manufacturing.

He added that Fiji offers stability,
partnership, and a wealth of practical,
profitable projects.

“Fiji offers opportunity, stability,
and a government that listens, acts,
and facilitates investment DPM
Kamikamica said.

“Together with New Zealand, we can
turn ambition into action and ensure
benefits flow to our peoples and
economies.”

His New Zealand counterpart stressed
the role of private sector engagement
in driving trade, investment, and jobs,
noting opportunities in Fiji's back-
office processing, agribusiness, and
export sectors.

Minister McClay also stressed on the
ongoing reforms such as the review of
the double taxation agreement, making
it easier for businesses to trade and
invest across borders.

He shared that first-hand experiences of
Fijian products, such as coconut wood
furniture, demonstrate the potential for
Fiji to deliver skills, products, and value
to New Zealand and global markets.

During his visit, DPM Kamikamica
visited Weta Workshop in Wellington,
accompanied by senior representatives
from Government and the industry,
where he highlighted the vast potential
of the creative arts sector and the
opportunities to grow Fijis film
industry by leveraging such expertise
and innovation.

He also met with representatives of
IPG Hotels, the developers of the
newly opened SOHO Hotel Auckland
since the company was keen to explore
investment opportunities in Fiji’s
tourism and hospitality sector.
Furthermore, DPM  Kamikamica
met with several Auckland-based
importers and distributors of Fijian
products to better understand both
the opportunities and challenges they
encounter in the New Zealand market.
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Nai liuliu ni noda Matanitu Hon Sitiveni Ligamamada Rabuka kei na Paraiminisita ni matanitu o Idia Hon Shri Narendra Modi ena nodra siko nai liuliu ni noda matanitu kina matanitu o Ildia.

Taba: Fiji Government

Talanoa: Katarina Naqarase

sa cavuikalawa na matanitu
ena kena tomani tikoga
na veiwekani vinaka kei
na matanitu o Idia ena

nodra veisiko kina nai liuliu ni noda
matanitu na Turaga Paraiminisita
Hon Sitiveni Ligamamada Rabuka
ena vula Okosita me rau sota ka bose
vata kei na Paraiminisita ni matanitu
o Idia, o Shri Narendra Modi.

Erau marautaka na iliuliu ruarua na

macaukona kei na dei ni veiwekani
vakabibi

veitagomaki, bula raraba, teitei,

vinaka, ena tabana ni
kakana e tei qai qaqi, veivoli kei na
vakaduri bisinisi, vakatorocaketaki
ni bisinisi lalai kei na soqosoqo ni
veivoli, itovo vakavanua, qito ka vaka
kina na vuli. E vakavinavinakataka
o Hon. Rabuka na veitokoni ni
Idia, vakabibi

Tabana ni Bula ena noda vanua, e

matanitu o ena

laurai ena nodra valenibula vou na

gone mai Muanikau, na Sri Sathya
Children’s Heart

Hospital ka vaka kina na valenibula

Sai Sanjeevani
e 100 na kena davodavo me na
tara na matanitu o Idia e Nadera
e vakatokai na 100-bed Super
Specialty Cardiology Hospital. Na
valenibula vou ena qaravi keda na
lewenivanua e Viti ka vakakina o ira
ena Wasa Pasifika.

E  vakamacalataka talega o

Paraiminisita Rabuka na tatadra me

Wasawasa Sautu na Pasifika, me
rawa ni dei kina na bula sautu kei
na bula vinaka ena wase ni noda
vuravura.

Rau mai veivosaki tiko na iliuliu
e rua ena nona valenivolavola na
Paraiminisita kei Idia o Shri Modi e
vakatokai me Hyderabad House, ka
mai sainitaki talega kina e lima na

veidinadinati vou.
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Minisita ni Veivoli, Bisinisi kei na Vakauitukutuku Hon Manoa Kamikamica kei Orisi Samoce ena

Talanoa: Katarina Naqarase

sega ni tiko dei na Matanitu
ena vuku ni veivakatoroica-
ketaki ena Tabana ni Saravanua
vakauasivi ena kena sa tubu
talega na bisinisi ni iTaukei ena ruku ni
porokaramu ni Young Entrepreneurship
Scheme (YES). Na cauravou yabaki 35
mai Rakiraki o Orisi Samoce e sarava na
veika dredre era sotava na lewenikoro e
Rakiraki, mani sasaga kina me bulia ka
tavoca e dua na veilawa (website) e vaka-
tokai na fijlanhost.com.
“Au bulia na fijianhost.com me baleti ira
vakatabakidua na lewenivanua era cici-
vaka tiko na nodra bure ni vulagi se Air
BnB ena taudaku ni veikoro lelevu. Ena
veilawa qo, rauta ni 90% na ilavo era sau-
ma na vulagi e saumi vakadodonu vua na
itaukei ni bure ni vulagi.

vuke vakailavo e $30,000 mai na poro-
karamu ka vakarautaka na Tabana ni Bi-
sisnisi kei na Vakauitukutuku meu dolava
kina noqu bisinisi, kei na Tabacakacaka
iTaukei ka veitokoni kina na iTaukei Trust
Fund ena $10,000”.

Sa veitokoni tale tikoga na Tabana ni
Saravanua ena kena qaravi tiko na vuli me
baleti ira na itaukei ni Air BnB, vakabibi
ena kena vakamuri na ivakatagedegede ni
veiqaravi e vinakati.

E vakaraitaka na Turaga Vukevuke ni
Paraiminisita ka Minisita ni Veivoli, Bi-
sinisi kei na Vakauitukutuku Hon Manoa
Kamikamica ni oqo e dua na sasaga yaga
ka na veivuke sara vakalevu ena kena
kacivaki yani vuravura na totoka kei na
rairai vinaka ni noda vanua.

“E vakabauti nira na vakayagataka e le
100 na itaukei ni AirBnB na fijianhost.
com, ka na rawa ni dau ciqgoma e rauta ni

nona cigoma na veivuke ni porokaramu na YES. Taba:Supplied

“Au marau niu rawa ni ciqgoma na vei-

10,000 na vulagi ena dua na yabaki.”

Mate Ca ni Veiyacovi (HIV/AIDS)

Na HIV/AIDS

Na nomuni matanitu esa
vakayagataka e $10 milioni
ena kena sagai me tarovi na
veidewavi ni mate na HIV.
Tarovi na kena
dewa na mate HIV
Na nodra okati na lewe ni
vanua ena cakacaka bibi oqo.
o Mera veivakavulici na
lewenivanua mai na veisoqo-
soqo era vauci vakalevu ena
mate oqo me na vukei ira na
lewenivanua ena veitikotiko
« Na nodra veitokoni na isoqo-
soqo ena veitikotiko ena caka-
caka ni veivakararamataki
« Caka na veigaunisala eso me
ra vukei kina na lewenivanua
era vakayagataka na waini-
mate mera taqomaki (na
kena soli na icula savasava).
Tarovi na kena
dewa na mate HIV
« Wasei wavoki na rapa dau
vakayagataki ena gauna ni
veiyacovi  (Condom)  kei
na lumu (Lube) (sa veisoli-
yaki rawa e 10,000 e Suva).
o Vakarautaki na vakadi-
dike (test) ena veivanua ni

cakacaka kei na veivanua
kece sara ena noda vanua.
o Na kena veisoliyaki ni
vuanikau ni tatarovi vei
ira na lewenivanua era
sa tauvimate tiko (PrEP)
» Na kena vakayacori na veiv-
akararamataki mera vakavuli-
ci na lewenivanua me baleta
na bibi ni mate dewa (HIV)
:Na kena vakavi-
nakataki na  veiqaravi
o Na kena vakarautaki e dua
na matatimi me na vukei
ira na lewenivanua era tau-
vimate (22 na matatimi, 7
esa tekivu veiqaravi tiko)
o Me dolavi e dua na volau
ni veiqaravi ena valenibula
levu e Suva me na cakacaka
ena kena tarovi na dewa ni
mate mai vei ira na tina ki
vei ira na luvedra sucu vou.
o Mera vakavulici vakalevu
na dauniveiqaravi ena Tabana
ni Bula wili talega kina na ta-
bana ni veiqaravi ena taudaku
ni matanitu (Private Clinic)

e Me kau vakavoleka
mai na  veiqaravi ni
HIV ki na veitikotiko

Vakatoroicaketaki ni
veiqaravi ni ilovi ni tauvi
HIV/AIDS

« Vakarautakie duanamon-
alivaliva me yadrava nodra
veitosoyaki na tauvimate.
o Vakadeitaki vakatotolo
na dikevi ni dra e valenib-
ula me kilai totolo kina na
mate ni HIV/AIDS ka me
rawa ni tekivutaki na veiqa-
ravi totolo vakavalenibula.
o Tuvatuva ni nodra raici
vakavuniwai mera raici
vakatotolo ena HIV/AIDS.
Ni cakacakavata na vei-
tikotiko/lewenivanua
ena rawa ni tarovi kina
na dewa ni mate, vaka-
dikevi na dra kei na kena
vakayagataki na vuanikau
me rawa ni maroroi vi-
naka kina na lewenivanua.
Oqo na tatadra e tiko ena
nomuni matanitu ena vuku
ni noda maroroi kei na to-
koni ni tiko bulabula e Viti
ka taqomaki talega o ira na
kena lewenivanua.

Ministry of
Fisheries Fiji

Vakatabui na kena laukana,
vakau ka vaka kina na kena
volitaki.

Mai na Matai ni Jiune kina 30 ni
Seviteba

‘ w S5 R

Veiyanuyanu

lll anEn Y

Andosnibs
(L

Talanoa:Katarina Nagarase

Na Minisitiri ni Cakacaka,
Draki kei na Veitosoyaki esa
mai kacivaka na kena sa tavoci
e dua na sasaga ena nodra vukei
na lewenivanua ena vakau ni
iyaya ni vale ki na veiyatu na
yanuyanu ena noda vanua.

Na porokaramu oqo e tiko ena
ituvatuva vakailavo ni matani-
tu ena yabaki 2025-2026, me
biu vakatikitiki e $300,000 me
baleta vakatabakidua na isau
ni kena vakau na iyaya ni vale
vei ira na wekada era tara vale
ena imatai ni gauna ena veiya-
tu yanuyanu. Qo e sa qai sevu
ni gauna me veivuke kina na
matanitu ena isau ni vakau yaya
ni vale vei ira na wekada ena
veiyatu yanuyanu. Ena vakaya-

gataki na waqa ni matanitu, na
Government Shipping Service
(GSS) ena veivuke vou oqo.

Na veivuke qo ena vagolei vaka-
tabakidua vei ira:

o Se qai tara vale vakadua, se
tara vou se vakavinakataki

e Na veikoronivuli era tara
vou, tosoi tale, se vakavinakat-
aki

o Veivakatoroicaketaki ena
veikoro se yasana ka vaka kina
na veiliutaki ena veitikotiko

Na veivuke oqo ena muri na
kena ituvatuva matata, ka sa
tiko na fomu me na vakaleweni.
Ogqo na fomu e vakatokai na Ap-
plication Form for Assistance
with Transportation Buildingss
Materials to the Maritime Zone.
Na fomu yadua me na biu vata
mai kei na veilavelave kece sara

e gadrevi, wili kina na quota-
tions, endorsement, designs kei
na approval. Sa na tiko na fomu
ena Level 3, Nasilivata House e
Nasamabula.

E vakaraitaka na Minisita ni
Cakacaka, Draki kei na Veito-
soyaki, Hon Ro Filipe Tuisawau
ni oqo e dua na cavuikalawa
levu ni Matanitu Cokovata ena
nodra vukei na wekada ena Vei-
yanuyanu.

“Naisevu ni veivuke oqo e vaka-
deitaka na gagadre ni matanitu
me keda vukei vakatautauvata
na lewenivanua. Na veiqaravi
0qo ena vakamamadataka na
icolacola ni vakau yaya ki na
veiyatuyanuyanu, ka tokona na
nodra bula vinaka kei na nodra
bula sautu”

Sigatabu, 14 ni Seviteba, 2025
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Veika e Vakadonui ena Bose Yaco

1. Veiveisau Baleta na Veivakavale-
taki ena Taudaku ni Koro Lelevu

Sa vakadonuya na Bose Yaco e so na
veisau ni Porokaramu ni Veivakavale-
taki ena Taudaku ni Koro Lelevu.

Na veisau oqo e wili kina:

- Sausaumi vou ni kena tara na vale
ena ruku ni Porokaramu oqo, sa na sau-
ma e 1/6 o koya e kerekere, ka me 5/6 na
veivuke ni Matanitu, wili kina na kedra
isau na tara vale, me rauta ni 10 na pas-
ede ni isau taucoko ni iyaya ni tara vale;
- Ena okati talega na kedra isau na
tara vale ke vakalevutaki na vale, vaka-
vinakataki, se tara vakaoti, ka me toka
ga ena 10 na pasede ni isau taucoko ni
iyaya ni vale;

- Sa na okati talega na vale simede ena
Porokaramu 0qo;

- Navale e 2 kei na 3 na rumu ni moce
sa okati talega ena Scheme 2 ni Poro-
karamu;

- Veisautaki na inaki (v) ni Poro-
karamu me rawa nira vulica kina na
tara na vale kaukauwa ka dei o ira na
vakaitikotiko ena taudaku ni koro le-
levu, kei na kedra tara na vale vakoro
e tokona na bula vakaveiwekani kei na
rawaka vakailavo; kei na

- Okati talega ena Scheme 2 na vale
ni moce taukeni vakaisoqosoqo, mera
sauma e 1/3 na lewe ni isoqosoqo ka
sauma e 2/3 na matanitu, ka me baleta
ga na vale e tara vou.

Sa mai suka tale ki na Minisitiri ni Vei-
vakatorocaketaki ena Taudaku ni Koro
Lelevu kei na Veiyanuyanu na Poro-
karamu ni Veivakavaletaki ena Tauda-
ku ni Koro Lelevu ena Janueri 2023 ena
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gagadre ni Matanitu Cokovata me tosoi
cake na veivuke ni veivakavaletaki vei
ira na tiko ena taudaku ni koro lelevu
kei na veiyatu yanuyanu.

2. Tokoni
Veivoli
Esa mai vakadonua na Bose Yaco na
kena vakavoui na lawa me baleta na So-
qosoqo Cokovata ni veivoli.

o E sana rawa mera na qarava nodra
bose ena mona livaliva, ne na vakaya-
gataki vakaviaka na mona livaliva.

o Vakarawarawataki na lawa vei ira na
veibisinisi.

o Me kaukauwa na veiqaravi ka mena
veisemati kei na veiqaravi ena. Veiyasai
vuravura.

Na lawa oqo ena vukea na kena na
tubu na veibisinisi, vakavure cakacaka
ka vaka kina na kena tokoni na tubu
vakailavo ni noda veitikotiko ena Tau-
daku ni Veikoro Lelevu.

Soqosoqo Cokovata ni

3. Veivuke levu vei na wai kei na wasa-
wasa e Viti!

Sa mai vakadonuya na Bose Yaco na
veitalanoa me baleta na veitokoni ni
bage ni veivakatoroicaketaki (Asian De-
velopment Bank) ena veivuke vakailavo
ka tiko ena USD $14M(FJD $331.5M).
o Vakavinakataki na vakadrodoroi ni
wai e Suva

o Vakavinakataki nai vakaso ni wai e
Kinoya

o Na kena kau mai eso na veimisini vo-
vou.

o Na kena vakarabailevu taki na no-
dra vuli na veigaravi ena Tabana ni Wai

wena noda vanua ka vaka kina na Wasa
Pasivika.

Na porokaramu oqo e tuvatuva kece
tiko ni Healthy Ocean ka vakakina na
Water Security Project ena kena gu-
nuni na wainigunu savasava , kaukauwa
na veiqaravi ka vaka kina na wawasa-
wasa bulabula.

4. Railesuvi na Lawa ni Sucu kei na
Mate ni 1975

Esa mai vakadonuya na Bose Yaco na
kena railesuvi na lawa ni Sucu, Mate
Volayaca ni Vakamau ni 1975 ka vaka
kina na lawa ni Vakamau ni 1968.Na
lawa oqo e salamuria na kena volai na
sucu, na mate kei na vakamau, kei na
sala ena vakayacori na vakamau kaq
vaka kina na kena vakaivola taki.

Na kena railesuvi na lawa oqo ena rai-
ca na kena muri, rawarawa aka sotava
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talega na gagadre ni lewenivanua ena
gauna oqo ka vaka kina na gauna sa
bera mai.

5. Suka lesu na Qele ena Mataqali o
Nadala

Esa vakadonuya na Bose Yaco me
vakalesui tale na nodra gele na lewe ni
Mataqali Nadala, Yavusa Nubu, na tiki
ni gele e kilai tiko me Native Grant 2
(NG2), ka sa vinakati me vakau yani na
isau ni lisi kece e tu kina vei na iTaukei
Lands Trust Board (TLTB) me ra qa-
rava.

Na NG2 e a volitaki taumada ena 1905
ena gauna ni (Colonial Government)
me qaravi kina e dua na itavi ni matani-
tu, ia sa sega tale ni tu e dua na gadreva
me vakayagataki tiko kina na gele oqo
me vaka na inaki a voli kina.

Sigatabu, 14 ni Seviteba, 2025
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dua na siga lagilagi vei
ira na lewe ni Tabagone
ena loma ni yasana o
Naitasiri ena vuku ni
kena sa kau yani vakavoleka na
veiqaravi ni Tabana ni Qito kei
na Tabagone ena kena marautaki
na siga ni Tabagone ena noda
vauravura ka vaka kina na kena
dolavi na Naitasiri Youth Festival
ni 2025.
E vakaraitaka na Peresitedi ni
Tabagone ena yasana o Naita-
siri John Willliam Tamani mai
na veigauna sa sivi era dau qa-
rava tuga vata na vanua na soqo
0qo, ka sa cagi donu na veiqaravi
nisa kau mai ena loma ni yasana.
Lewe levu vei ira nai tabagone era
sa dau vakayagataka tuga na qele
me nodra ivurevure ni bula ena
veisiga”.
“Vei keda nai Tabagone ni Yasa-
na o Naitasiri meda raita yaloyalo
taka mada ena kena sa lala mai na
noda veikoro ena vuku ni mate

dole, ocei mena qai qarava na
noda koro, tikina, yasana o keda
ga qo na sotia qaga ni yasana o
Naitasiri”

E veitataunaki o Tamani nisa
kena gauna mera tu vata ena kena
viri na bai ni vanua ena vuqa na
veika esa yaco tu mai ena gauna
nikua. Era gole yani na veitabana
vakamatanitu ena nodra vukei
nai Tabagone ena loma ni Yasana.
Era mai vakaraitaka talega na
Minisita ni Tabagone kei na Qito
Hon Jese Saukuru sai koya na
kena sagai mena laveti cake na
veigaravi ni nodra vakatoroica-
ketaki nai Tabagone ena loma ni
14 na yasana ena noda vanua.
“Kemuni nai Tabagone kei Nai-
tasiri, e vakanuinui vei kemuni
na nomuni matanitu, nio kemuni
na bulia na Viti vou ni mataka,
kemuni na tama na tina kana
vakatau e ligamuni na mate kei
na bula ni noda vanua”.

Taba: Katarina Naqarase
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Ena kena mai vakacavari na macawa
dua ni kena marautaki na ni Rotuma
Youth Festival e laurai nisa toso sara
tiko na kena qaravi na cakacaka ni
veivcakatoricaketaki ena Yanuyanu
o Rotuma vakabibi enai tikotiko ni
matanitu e Ahau.

E vakaraitaka na District Officer
ena yanuyanu o Rotuma Luke Sava
ni veivakatoroicaketaki oqo e kauta
mai e dua na bula marau vei ira na
lewenivanua , me vaka nio Rotuma
€ yawa sara mai ena vanua o Viti ia
na veika esa qarava tiko na Matanitu
Cokovata;

“Dua naka e marautaki sai koya
na kena vakavinakataki na rara ni
waqavuka ka sa vakavinakataki me
Grade 4 ka sa rawa ni vakatauvatani
kei na rara ni waqavuka e Nausori,
ka da vakadinadinataka nisa vuka
talega mai Rotuma na waqavuka mai
na matanitu o Ositerelia”.

Na kena vakavinakataki nai kelekele

.l !
b s

ni waga e Oinafa esa rawa ni rau
veigaravi e rua na kabani ni waqa e
Rotuma sai koya na Goundar Ship-
ping Services ka vaka kina na kabani
na Interlink ka dau gole vakarua
ena loma ni 1 na vula ka vakarawar-
awataka na nodra veitosoyaki na
lewenivanua e Rotuma.

“Na kena mai vakavinakataki na
35na kilomitana gaunisala ena loma
ni yanuyanu e dua naka e marautaki
talega vakauasivi na nodra vakaya-
gataka na lewenivanua ena kena
vakau nai volai ena makete na vaka
kina na nodra kau na gonevuli ki ko-
roivilu .

“Nai tuvatuva ni matanitu ena loma
ni 5 kina 10 na yabaki mai oqo ena
rawa ni vukei sara vakalevu kina o
Rotuma ena kena tubu na rawaka
vakailavo ena kena kau mai vaka-
voleka na veiqaravi ena loma ni yan-
uyanu sa rawa ni toso ena buturara
ni vuli na yanuyanu o Rotuma”.

Sigatabu, 14 ni Seviteba, 2025
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( ( ai  matai

ni gauna

au rogoca

kina na
veivuke e tuburi au na mad-
ua , ia qai vakadeitaki au ni
veivuke oqo e dola raraba tu
vakabibi vei keimami na sa
yali nai liuliu ni vuvale”
Na veika e vakaraitaka na
marama yabaki 64 e Hapmak
o Semanatafa Kafoa Mosese
ena vuku ni veivuke mai na
Minisitiri ni marama, Gone
kei na Bula Raraba ena kena
dau soli tiko nai lavo ena
veivula ka dua na gaunisala
e vukei ira sara vakalevu.
Na veigauna sa sivi e dau
rawa tuga mai nai lavo ena
kena volitaki tu na ika , tav-
ioka, mena rawa kina na bula
ni vuvale ia na kena yaco na

gauna mesa ciqoma na veivke ni matanitu esa marau nisa sega ni qai voilitaki

ika.

“Nai lavo ni veivuke oqo esa vukei au saraga ena kena saumi na bili ni wai,
livaliva ka vaka kina naa kena voli na kakana , ka vaka kina na sau ni bula

ena veisiga”.

“Au vakavinavinaka kina matanitu ena veivuke 0qo, au sega ni namaka niu
na mai ciqgoma nai lavo vaka oqo me vaka ni sa yali na turaga na watiqu kau

era:

Na marama yabaki 64 e Hapmak o Semanatafa Kafoa
Mosese e marautaka na veivuke mai na Minisitiri ni
marama, Gone kei na Bula Raraba. Taba: Wanshika

Kumar
2]
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Valenibula vou
E solia na Matanitu Levu o India na veivuke vakailavo ena kena tara e dua na
Valenibula vou e Nasinu.

Veivuke Vakailavo vei ira
na vakaleqgai vakayago

Vakavinakataki ni Valenibula levu e Suva (CWM) kei na vei Valeniwai
(Health Centre)

E vakarautaki e $10.8 na milioni me vakavinakataki kina na Valenibula levu e
Suva na CWM, ka vagolei e $8.0 na milioni ena vakavinakataki ni Valenibula e
Kadavu kei Taveuni.

iTuvatuva ni Veiqaravi Vakavuniwai sega ni saumi

E vakarautaki e $10.0 na milioni ena yabaki vakailavo 2025-2026 me tokoni ira
na lewenivanua e lailai mai na $30,000 na kedra isau ena dua na yabaki, ka
wili kina ira na tauri peniseni kei na vukei tiko mai na Tabana ni Bula Raraba.

Tataqomaki me Baleta na Bula Raraba

Tatagomaki me Baleta na Bula Raraba
Na tabana ni Tatagomaki me baleta na bula raraba e sa soli tiko veiratou na
iokaoka vakailavo e $179.9 na milioni me garavi kina na veiulutaga koto go

‘R $82.1milioni $46.5 milioni $18.4 milioni
‘Veivuke ni Bula Raraba Veivuke ina Veivuvale Veivuke vakailavo nodra
. Tagomaki na Gone
L:‘% S
QR s18.5 mitioni W= $14.0milioni ~ s0.amilioni

Veivuke vakailavo ni Kakana vei
ira na Bukete era vakaitikotiko
ena taudaku ni tauni

Veivuke ni iVodovodo

Na Veivakatorocaketaki Raraba ni Matanitu

Tabacakacaka ni Matai kei na Idinia

E sa vagolei kina Tabacakacaka ni Matai kei na Idinia e $800.1 na milioni ena
yabaki vakailavo 2025-2026 ka tubu na kena tuvatuva vakailavo ena yabaki
qo kina $82.9 na milioni.

iTuvatuva me taqomaki na tauni o Nadi mai na Ualuvu
E sa varautaka e $8.0 na milioni na matanitu ena yabaki vakailavo 2025-
2026 ena qaravi ni ituvatuva qo ka veitokoni kina o JICA kei na AIFFP

,

Talanoa:Katarina Naqarase

ra laki solia na veivuke ni matanitu na Minis-
ita ni Marama Gone kei na Taqomaki ni Bula
Hon Sashi Kiran ena macawa sa oti ki vei ira
e vica na lewenivanua e Koroipita e Lautoka.
0qo e oka kina na
* 34 na misini ni culacula ki vei ratou na 34 na mara-
ma
« Nai yaya ni vakasaqa ki vei ira na veibisinisi lalai
« Kei na dua na misini ki vei Ms Erin Laka ka dua vei
ira na marama , 5 na nona I solisoli, dau culacula ka
qarava tale tiko na nona goneyalewa ka vakaleqai tiko
e dua na tiki ni yagona.
E vakaraitaka o Erin Lakalaka ni oqo na siga marauta-
ki kina loma ni vuvale na vuku ni nodra vukei yani ena

misini ni culacula. Walu na yabaki ni bula e Koroipita
e sega ni gaua rawarawa, vuqa na gauna e sotava na
dredre.

“Na dredre au dau sotava sai koya na veika e ratou
dau vinakata na luvequ, vakabibi vei luvequ ulumatua
ena vuku ni dredre, ena vuku ni kena kakana, na veika
lalai kece au vulica ga e Koroipita”.

“Au via vakavinavinaka taka na matanitu, nai minisiti-
ri ni marama ka vaka kina na lewenivanua e Koroipita
ena vuku ni veivuke keitou sa mai ciqgoma nikua na
veitinani, kau kila deivaka mai vuni yaloqu ni na vukei
keitou sara vakalevu”

Na Matanitu Cokovata esa cakacaka sara vakavoleka
kei na Minisitiri ni Marama na kena sagai mena vukei
oira na marama ena kena ni kena vakatoroicaketaki na
qaravi kei na kena cicivaki na bisinisi ena noda vanua.

Veisau na veigaravi ni Tabana ni Bula e na Yanuyanu o Rotuma

nadinataka na veiqarabi eso ni Tabana Vakamatanitu
kei na Taudaku ni Matanitu.

sa toso sara na veiqaravi ni Tabana Ni Bula
ena Yanuyanu o Rotuma ena vuku ni veito-
koni ni Matanitu Cokovata na kena vakavi-
nakataki mai na kena dau valeniwai(health
center) kina Rotuma Subdivisional Hospital ka sa so-
lia saraga e dua na veivuke levu kina 13 nai wasewase
ni veitikotiko ena loma ni yanuayanu.
Emai vakaraitaka na Senior Medical Officer e Rotu-
ma o Ravaele Inikasio ni vakavinavinakataka talega
na Matanitu Cokovata ena kena sa mai vakacavari
na kena tara na valenibula vou sala muria tiko ena
so na veiqaravi e dau sega tu ni dau vakayacori ena
gauna mai liu me vaka na kena dikevi na dra, na kena
dau vakayacori na Ilovi(ultrasound, physio therapist,
mortuary services ka vaka talega kina eso na veiqa-
ravi e sa mai vakavinakataki.
“Keitou vakavinavinaka kina matanitu ka vaka kina
na matanitu o Ositerelia ena vuku ni veivuke ena
kena vakaleleci mai nai yaya ni valenibula me vaka na
wainimate ena Australian Airforce ena gauan e dau
gadrevi kina vakatotolo.
E kuria o Inikasio ni dua na dredre e sotavi tiko sai
koya na gaunisala veitaratara ena valenibula levu e
Suva se ki Lautoka, ia era vakavinavinaka nisa toso
sara tiko na kena laki vakadaberi yani kina yanu-

ayanu na Starlink vakauasivi na kena sa vakarawar-
awataka na veitaratara kevaka mena dua na kisi bibi

ka gadrevi kina na veivuke ena valeniubula e rua.
E vakaraitaka talega o Vuniwai Jacob
Jare ni veiqaravi esa garava tiko na
matanitu ena tabana ni bula esa dua
naka marautaki sara, oka talega kina
na kena vakavinakataki na gaunisala
ka vakarawarawataka na nodra siko
na kena I vakalesilesi kina veikoro-
koro ena loma ni yanuayanu.

“Au marau vakalevu ena matanitu
ena vuku ni veivakatoroicaketaki esa
qarava tiko ena yanuyanu o Rotuma ,
mai na gaunisala ni veitaratara, veita-
bana ni matanitu eso, tabana ni lawa
ka e dina ni yanuayanu lailai o Rotu-
ma keimami marautaka vakalevu ena
kena sa rawa ni tu kece na veiqaravi
eso’.

Era mai tinia ni kena mai vakayacori
na soqo ni Tabagone e Ahau e sa dua
na cavu I kalawa ka dua naka marau-
taki vei ira na lewenivanua vakauasivi
vei ira nai Tabagone ena nodra vakadi-

Na valenibula ena yanuyanu o Rotuma ka sa toso cake sara na ivakatagedegede ni

veigaravi ena vuku ni veivuke ni Matanitu.
Taba: Wanshika Kumar

Sigatabu, 14 ni Seviteba, 2025
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Tucake na Bisinisi kei na Vakatubuilavo ena Yavusa o Tunuloa

Talanoa: Tabacakacaka ni Qele Maroroi

kalougata na Tokatoka o Nad-

uanitu kei na Tokatoka o Nasi-

kali ena koro o Naviyago ena

vuku ni nodratou sa mai ciqo-
ma na nodratou ivakayaga ni gele ka na
vakarautaki me baleti Tropic (commer-
cial lease) ka tiko na kena levu ena $2.1
na milioni (premium).

Na ilavo oqo e qai lutu ena yavusa o
Tunuloa ena koro o Naviyago. Na ya-
vusa o Tunuloa e tiko kina e rua na
Matqali; na mataqali o Matarisiga kei na
Mataqali o Tunuloa.

» Mataqali Matarisiga, Tokatoka Nad-
uanitu

 Mataqali Tunuloa, Tokatoka Nasikali

Me vaka ni na ciqomi ga vakadua na
uma ilavo oqo e sa mani kerea kina
Na Marama ni Yavusa Tunuloa o Laite
Salusalu, me sa qarava ka veivuke o
TLTB ena kena tuvani nai tuvatuva me

vukei ratou. E sa lewai mai kina vaka-
vanua me wase e rua ga na ilavo oqo me
na qarava na nodratou dui tuvatuva ni
vakatubuilavo me vaka oqo:

1. TOKATOKA NASIKALI

o $486,000 walu na vale rua na kena
rumu ni moce

« 1 na vale ni Yavusa o Tunuloa

« $100,000 BSP Life Policy

« $71,000 Fijian Holding Unit Trust

e $40,000 sa biu vakatikitiki me baleta

e dua na nodratou lisi ni bisinisi rauta
tiko ni dua na eka ena tolo ni gaunisala
levu na Queens Highway me na duri
kina e dua na valenikana kei na vale nis
ava motoka.

« $100,000 me dua kina na minivan ena
vuku ni konitaraki ni usa pasidia vei Fiji
Pine Ltd

« Kena vo, me wasei vakatautauvata.

2. TOKATOKA NADUANITU

« $100,000 minivan ena vuku ni konita-
raki ni usa pasidia vei Fiji Pine Ltd

« $95,000 Kavatavila ni teitei kei na iya-
ya lalai ni teitei

TOKONI NA VEIQARAVI ENA
TABANA NI SUSU MANIIMANII

Tomani tiko ga na nodra tokoni na
liga ni veigaravi e na tabana ni susu
manumanu ena gauna bolebole eda
donumaka ni kua, oqo ena kena
vakatoroicaketaki ka laveti cake na
ivakatagedegede ni nodra vakaiyaragi-
taki ena yaya ni veiqaravi vakavuniwai
ni manumandu.

Oqo e na nodra mai ciqgoma na iyaya
ni veiqaravi (veterinary kits) me baleta
na nodra qaravi ni bula na manumanu
mai vei ira na Minisita ni Tabacakaca-
ka ni Teitei kei na iVakaso ni wai, Hon
Tomasi Tunabuna.

Na iyaya ni veiqaravi oqo e oka kina na
iyaya ni veiqaravi vakavuniwai, kei na
iyaya ni veisele ena gauna oqo me rawa
ni vakarawarawataka na veiqaravi ka
ra qaravi vinaka kina o ira na dau susu
manumanu ena noda vanua.

Na cavuisausau oqo e vakaraitaki ni
dua na veisau levu ena kena rawa ni
valuta o Viti na veimate ni manumanu
eso ka dau tauvi ira na manumanu, ka
vakalailaitaka tale ga na dewa ni vei-
mate eso ni manumanu ka dau vakale-

qai ira na manumanu.

Na cavuikalawa oqo e salavata kei na
tatadra ni Tabana ni Susu Manumanu e
na kena vakavolekataki yani na veiqa-
ravi ni Tabana ni Manumanu vei ira
na daunisusu manumanu ena nodra
itikotiko ena kena gadrevi na toso ki
liu.

Era vakaraitaka na Minisita o Hon
Tunabuna na bibi ni kena qaravi va-
kavinaka ka laveti cake na ivakatage-
degede ni susu manumanu ena noda
vanua, ni oqo e dua na suitu ni bula
vakailavo e na noda veimatavuvale ka
vaka kina na bula vakailavo ena noda
matanitu.

E tinia ena nodra veivakadeitaki ni
0qo e dua na ivurevure ni vakatubu
ilavo vinaka vei keda na kawa itaukei,
ka vakaraitaka na bibi ni solesolevaki
ena kena gadrevi me vakarautaki na
veiqaravi vinaka vei ira na lewenivanua
ka vaka kina na kena laveti cake na
ivakatagedegde ni susu manumanu e
Viti.

Na nodratou sa mai ciqgoma na nodratou ivakayaga ni gele kana vakarautaki me baleti Tropic
(commercial lease) ka tiko na kena levu ena $2.1 na milioni (premium) ena koro o Naviyago.

« $150,000 BSP Life Policy

« $250,000 Fijian Holding Unit Trust

¢ $33,000 na Trust Account me saumi
kina e dua na lisi ni cicivaki bisinisi
(commercial lease) ni Tokatooka Nad-
uanitu me qaravi kina na nodratou vei-
vakatoroicaketaki ni bisinisi ena qele ga
ni Tokatoka e na bati ni gaunisala levu
ka nanumi me ra tara kina na “ware-

house” me qai redetaki.

o Kena vo me wasei vakatautauvata
(Equal Rent Distribution)

E nuitaki ni na toso vinaka na ituvatuva
0qo ena kena tekivu me sa cicivaki eso
na bisinisi ni itaukei mai n a ilavo ni lisi
0qo; ka sa marautaki sara tiko ena loma
ni Yavusa Tunuloa.

Viti kei vuravura,

Na iTuvaki ni
Bula Vakaiyau @
e ha veiyasai
Vuravura

E namaki me na tubu
na bula ni rawaka e
vuravura  raraba ena
28 na pasede ena

Tubu ni Rawaka
ena noda Vanua .""

E namaki me tubu ria
rawaka i Viti ena 32 na
pasede ena yabaoki

Na iRairai ni Bula Vakailavo

Na wase ni ivola go e vakamacalatoka vakalekaleka naituvaki kei na tubu ni rawaka vakailavo e

i
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yobaki 2025 ka 3 na 2022 2023 2024 2025(f) 2026(f) 3 iyayavoli mai
pasede ena 2026. iVurevure : International Mcnetary Fund vanuatani
- Revurevu ni

6 |||||

Ririko kei na Bolebole

Veiraravui kei na
tiko yavavala
vakamatanitu

Tiko yavavala ni
veivoli e vuravura

Veiveisau ni sau ni

= veiveisau ni lawatd
ni veivoli e Mereke

Berabera ni kena

veiqorovi ni
veivakatorocaketak
i enanoda vanua

iVurevure: Tabacakacaka ni Wili Lewenivanua kei na Komiti ni ilovo raraba

E namaki tiko me na tubucake na ivoli mai valagi ina
$7.5 na bilioni ena 2027, mai na $7.0 na bilioni e na
2024. £ sa namaki tale tiko ga me na toso cake na
ivoli ni noda vanua i vanuatani mai na $2.6 na bilioni
ina $2.9 na bilioni.

2025 kei na 31 na I NaDraki veisou kei
pasede ena yabaki 2023 2024(e) 2025(f) 2026(f) 2027(f) TV g leqa tubukoso
2026. iVurevure: Tabacakacaka ni Wili Lewenivanua kei na Komiti ni flavo
raraba
v g 06, $2.6 Bilioni
4 982,938 > $2.6 Bilioni
R saravonua era tadu Na Rai Me Baleta II' Na iLavo rawati mai
mai noda vanua na Veika e Bibi Ena vei ira na saravanua
 $1.4Bilioni RawaKaHeda af %
Na iLavo vakau mai Vanua- 2025 Na tubu ni isau ni bula
vanuatani " enaduana yabaki
Veivoli Nai Lavo Maroroi mai na
" ilioni Veivoli
$Bilioni @ Volivoli maivalagi @ Volitaki e valagi $M|l|:n|
8 -200
6 -400
4 -600
-800
0 1,200
2023 2024 2025(f) 2026(F) 2027(f) 2023(p) 2024(e) 2025(f) 2026(f) 2027(f)

e

iVurevure: Tabacakacaka ni Wili Lewenivanua kei na Komiti ni ilovo raraba

E namaki me na tubucake na ilavo e sa rawati
ena gauna o mai na $10.0 na bilioni ena 2024
ina $1.2 na bilioni ena 2027.

Sigatabu, 14 ni Seviteba, 2025
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Minisita ni Veiqaravi ni Ovisa Hon lowane Naivalurua kei na Mata ni Matanitu o Peritania, Kanbar Hossein-Bor, kei na mata ni UNDP ena Pasivika o Ms Munkhtuya Altangerel Tuya ena nodra vuli na dau
vakau waqa (Boat Master License Training) e Solotavui. Taba: Meli Naisele

Talanoa:Katarina Nagarase

ra veisiko macawa dua na
Minisita ni Tabana ni Ovisa
Hon Iowane Naivalurua ena
yanuyanu o Kadavu ena isevu
ni gauna nodra mai cabeta na itutu vaka
minisita. Era sikova na muaina icake ka
vaka kina na muana ira ena vuku ni
veivakararamataki me baleta na yasana
vakaturaga o Kadavu.
“Na ituvatuva levu ni matanitu oya na
kena kau mai na veiveisau me na rawa
ni lamata cake o Kadavu ena veivaka-
toroicaketaki me na kauta mai na bula
veisau ka dua talega na cavuikalawa
levu vei ira na lewe ni yasana”.
Era kuria ni sa vakadavori tiko nai

tuvatuva (Strategic Plan) ena vale ni
volavola ni Yasana me na coriti vata kei
na sasaga ena loma ni Yasana me rawa
ni bula vinaka kina na vanua.

E vakamamamasu vei ira na
lewenivanua me ra na duavata ena kena
veitauriligataki vata na itavi ni kena
valuti ka maroroi na vanua o Kadavu.
Era laki vulagi dokai talega na Turaga
Minisita ena kena soli na nodra sitivi-
kiti ni vakacavari na vuli baleti ira na
dau vakau waqa (Boat Master License
Training ) e Solotavui ka veitokoni kina
na Mata ni Matanitu o Peritania ena
noda vanua o Kanbar Hossein-Bor ka
vaka kina na mata ni UNDP ena Pasivi-
ka o Ms Munkhtuya Altangerel Tuya.

E tataunaka o Hon Naivalurua ni sa

dodonu mera duavata ena kena muri ka
tagomaki talega na noda wasawasa nisa
vurevure levu sara ni lavo ena noda
vanua.

Era sikova talega na itikotiko vaka-
matanitu ka ra veivakadeitaki tiko nisa
dodonu meda yadra ka meda taqo-
maka na noda vanua, na wainimate ni
veivakamatenitaki esa dodonu meda
tamusuka na kena teivaki kei na kena
vakayagataki. Era cavuta na nodra va-
kavinavinaka ena vuku ni nona veisiko
na Minisita o Ratu Naicebaceba Soqeta
Nareki na Turaga Tui Nakasaleka.

“Na vanua o Nakasaleka e dau vakay-
acori kina na kena vakayagataki na
waigaga, au sa dau vosa vei ira na
lewenivanua mera tamusuka ka nanu-

mi Nakasaleka kei na kena kawa”.

E vakaraitaka talega o Bulou Katarina
Rarasea e dua vei ira na iliuliu ni Yavusa
e Raviravi ni tokona saraga na matanitu
ena vuku ni veivakarararamataki ena
veilyanuyanu.

“Keimami sa marau vakalevu ena
vuku ni cakacaka ni kena vakarusai na
waigaga, kau kila deivaki ni na veisau-
taka na rai ni tamata na veisiko mai ni
matanitu nikua.

“Sa tu vakarau na vanua vakaturaga
o Kadavu me na cakacakavata kei na
Matanitu ena kena taqomaki na vei-
korokoro, ka tuvatuva ka ena kena
rawati na veika vinaka me baleta na
noda vanua’”
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